Thursday, April 17, 2025 at 15:25:02 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: Response to 2024-12-13 American Oversight to Multiple PRR (HB 552)
Date: Monday, April 14, 2025 at 3:31:33 PM Eastern Daylight Time

From: McGuire, Mike

To: AO Records, Ben Sparks

CC: Blessing, Heather, Lenzo, Mike, Dollenmayer, lan, Austin, Bryanna

Attachments: image001.png, Rep61.pdf, Rep. Lear.pdf, Rep77 Records.pdf

EXTERNAL SENDER
Mr. Sparks:

This email response to your public records requests to Representatives Scott Wiggam and Beth Lear,
received December 13, 2024, in which you requested the following:

1. “All email communications (including emails, email attachments, complete email chains,
calendar invitations, and calendar invitation attachments)”

a. Between:

i. Representative Scott Wiggam or his Legislative Aide, Jacob Flowers; or
ii. Representative Beth Lear or her Legislative Aide Lydia Hocevar;

And “any of the external individuals listed below (including anyone communicating
from the listed email addresses).”

i. Frank LaRose;
ii. Jason Mauk (jmauk@ohiosos.gov);
iii. Chris Burnett (cburnett@ohiosos.gov);
iv. Kimberly Burns (kburns@ohiosos.gov);
v. HunYi (hyi@ohiosos.gov);
vi. Brian Katz (bkatz@ohiosos.gov);
vii. Allison Nickolai (allisonnickolai@msn.com);
viii. Timothy Murnane;
ix. Cleta Mitchell (cleta@cletamitchell.com);
X. Eileen Watts (ewattsohio@gmail.com, ewatts@columbus.rr.com);
xi. Gail Niederlehner (ohio4truth@proton.me);
xii. Gina Swoboda (ginaswoboda@hotmail.com, ginaswo@asu.edu,
gs@voterreferencefoundation.com, gswoboda@azleg.gov);
xiii. Jim Rigano (jim@rigano.net, ohiovotescount@protonmail.com);
xiv. Marcell Strbich (mstrbic@protonmail.com);
xv. Mark Pukita
xvi. Robert Alt;
xvii. Thomas Hach;
xviii. Tim Stechschulte;
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xix. Tom Howard;
xx. Tom Zawistowski;
xxi. Vicki McKinney (newalbanybakingcoc@gmail.com);
xxii. Sandie Zimmerman;
xxiii. Sue Mazzarini (scmazzarini@yahoo.com)

b. “Containing any of the key terms listed below:”

i. “HB 552"

ii. “non-citizen”
iii. Citizenship
iv. HB552

v. Noncitizen

c. During the period from October 1, 2024, to December 13, 2024 (the date your request
was received).

House member offices do not organize records by key word. However, because you provided sufficient
specificity about the legislative records being requested, we were able to perform a search for records
related to House Bill 552. Consequently, any records concerning HB 552 that contained the terms you
identified (i.e., “non-citizen”, “Citizenship”, or “non-citizen”) would be by operation included in the
responsive records we compiled and are providing to you.

Please note that Lydia Hocevar’s employment with the Ohio House ended August 5, 2024, which
occurred before the date scope you provided. However, in the interest of transparency, we asked
Representative Lear’s new legislative aide, McKenna Cline, whose employment with the Ohio House
began on September 16, 2024, to perform a search for any responsive records.

Attached are all responsive records from Representative Lear’s office and Representative Wiggam’s
office.

With this email, we conclude our response and close our file on your request.
Thank you,

Mike McGuire

Mike McGuire

Sr. Deputy Legal Counsel, Majority Caucus
Ohio House of Representatives

77 S. High Street, 14"h Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43215
Office: (614) 466-8118 / Cell: (330) 814-2780

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed
and it may contain information that is privileged, confidential, attorney work product and/or exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient (or the employee or agent responsible to
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deliver it to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this e-
mail is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail.
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Qutloock

Election Legislation Comparison - Proof of Citizenship

From mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com>
Date Mon 11/18/2024 3:.04 PM
Te frank@ohiosos.gov <frank@ohiocsos.gov>

Cc  State Senator Andrew Brenner <Brenner@ohiosenate.gov>; State Senator Theresa Gavarcne
<Gavarone@ohiosenate.gov>; Peterson, Bob <Baob.Peterson@ohiohouse.gov>; Eileen Watts
<ewatts@columbus.rr.com>; Repé1 <Rep61@ochichouse.gov>; Rep77 <Rep77@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep
<Rep91@ohiohouse.gov>

B 3 attachments (850 K8)
Cornparison HB 552 Sub and SB 324.pdf; VVA 5.pdf; OH SoS Memo to the Legislature_Response to Open Letter.pdf;

Secretary L.aRose,

As mentioned, please see the 1-page chart detailing distinctions between H.B. 552 Sub Bill and S.B. 324
driven by your "Potential Election Legislation” Memo attached.

Now more than ever unity and reconciliation of election safeguards legislation takes on new meaning. With
the advent of today's OH Ballot Board authorizing the latest progressive constitutional amendment "Ohio
Voters Bill of Rights," that guts voter photo-1D, imposes automatic and same day voter registration and
enshrines unlimited drop boxes in Ohio's constitution, it is advisable House and Senate close ranks, unite
under one version and not delay passage until Spring if possible. In accordance with House sponsors | will
send Sen Brenner specific change-input for Senate sponsor consideration.

The Election Integrity Network and Ohio Research Collaborative is happy to work with sponsors in both
chambers to achieve the critical objectives you've set. Thank you for making this possible.

Respectfully,
Marcell Strbich, Lt Col USAF (ret)

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.
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OHIO ELECTIONS RESEARCH COLLABORATIVE
HB552 Sub-Bill and SB324 Comparison Highlights

Shared Goals:

¥ Verify US citizenship for new and existing voters.
¥ Require provisional hallots for mismatched voter registration information to BMV or SSA records.
»> Institute tighter controls on signing a petition and it’s effect on voter registrations.

» Address drop box issues.

"Key Differences

“HB552

. 'SB324

1

. QGéiiﬁeﬁ 'El'e'c't'ors Clause

Defines the qualificﬁéﬁohéfhat must be
verified for an elector to be entitled to vote.

~ | Not addressed in the bill

2.

Verification Sources to
Make Available to Boards
of Elections

BMV, DHS {including SAVE), USCIS, SSA,
federal jury pool data or naturalization records,
Ohio Dept. of Job & Family Services, Health,
Medicaid, Rehab and Corrections

BMV

Citizenship Verification

» All new applicants are verified for
citizenship,

«+ All existing voters are verified during a
Monthly Citizen Review.

3. Proof of Citizenship Requires alt proof of citizenship be verified. Does not require all proof of citizenship be
Excludes out-of-state DLAD as proof of verified, atlowing some that may false.
citizenship. Accepts out-of-state DL/ID (or copy) as proof

of citizenship.

4, Applicants/Voters None, except as limited by SOS approved + S58N4 and federal form applicants that

Excluded from US verification sources: include UOCAVA are excluded from

vetification before they are registered,;

« Voters who don’t change their name/address,
and noncitizens not selected on the limited
Annuat Noncitizen Review are not verified.

. kdentified as Nongitizen

or Lack of Proof of
Citizenship Documents

Individuals claim to be US citizens but are
identified as noncitizens, or tack documents
may raguest a hearing with the Board

Not addressed in the bill

to be a US Citizen

verified by the Board.

6. US Citizenship Tracking Additional citizenship verification data fields | Limited new citizen verification data fields
7. Veoting Rights after Voters must cast a provisional hallot until Voters can cast a regular ballot while the
ldentified As Not Verified | they provide proof of citizenship thatis Board attempts to obtain proof of citizenship

{which is not verifled by the Board).

. Proof of Citizenship

Presented at the Polls on
Election Day

Voters who present a US passport or DL/ID
issued after 4/6/2023 without a noncitizen
designation can vote a regular ballot; all
others must voie a provisional ballot.

Voters who present any proof of citizenship,
{or a copy), can vote a regular ballot without
verification the voter is a US citizen.

. Registration ldentity

Information

In compliance with HAVA, a current and valid
Ohio DLAD is required; if an applicant does
not have one, SSN4 can be used.

This bill continues to allow Ohic DL/ID or
SSN4, which may conflict with federal law.

10.

Verify voter registration
information with
BMV/SSA Records

Conduct Monthly verification, plus
verification immediately after the registration
deadline before an election. Voters with
mismatched data must vote provisional.

Duplicates current HB552 which conducts a
weekly verification and voters with
mismatched data must vole provisional. This
aligns closer to current SOS directives,

. Pubtic Information

Transparent reporting of voter citizenship

Not addressed in the hill

a petition on same day

Reporting information (date, evidence, source). Voters
can view provisional ballot information online,
12. Register tovote and sign | Not addressad in the bill Petition signatures only count if the individual

is registered on the date the petition is signed.

13.

Petition signatures from
ineligible voters

Petition signatures are only counted from
voters vefified as qualified to vote.

Petitions signed by any voter, whether verified
as qualified to vote or not, are counted. All
voter registration deficiencies are resolved by
sighing a petition.

4, Drop boxes Requires a photo id and written affirmation Elector assistants can drop off ballots for any
when dropping off any ballot. Voters may voter with unverifiable affirmation and no Llimit
drop off up to two hallots for family members, | on the number of ballots dropped off. Adds
Outdoor receptacles are banned. adjacent locations for ballot drop-off.

15, Issues Not Related to None; issues unrelated to Voter Verification Numerous additional sections unrelated to
Voter Verification should be vetted on their own merit Voter Verification are included
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Reviewed As To Form By
Legislative Service Commission

I 135_2466-5
135th General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. H. B. No. 552
2023-2024
A BILL

To azmend sections 3375.011, 3501.01, 3501.05,
3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 35G3.15,
3503.15%, 3503.152, 3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19,
3503.21, 3505.181, 3505.182, 3505.183, 3505.20,
3509,05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 and to enact
sections 3503.012, 3503.201, and 3503.202 of the
Revised Code to enact the Voter Verification Act
to require proof of citizenship to register to
vote, to require election cfficials to verify
certain information in voter registration
records, and to modify the procedure for
returning absent voter's balleots to a beard of

elections by personal delivery.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3375.011, 3501.01, 3501.05,
3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 3503.151, 3503.152,
3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19, 3503.21, 3505.181, 3505.18Z,
3505.183, 3505.20, 3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 be amended and
sections 3503.012, 3503.201, and 3503.202 of the Revised Code be

DA A LA 0
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Sub. H. B. No. 552
I_135_2466-5

enacted to read as follows:

Sec., 3375.011. Any library organized under Chapter 3375.
of the Revised Code shall provide free of charge to any
individual a photocepy of that individual's driver's license,
temporary driver's permit, er-state identification card, or. anv

of the forms of evidence listed under division (EE) of section

3501.01 of the Revised Code, if the individual reguests omne.

Sec. 3501.01. As used in the sections of the Revised Code

relating to electicns and political communications:

(A) "General election" means the election held on the

first Tuesday after the first Monday in each November.

(B} "Reqular municipal election” means the election held
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each

odd~numbered year.

(C}) "Regular state election" means the election held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each

even—-nunmbered year.

{D) "Special election" means any election other than those
elections defined in other divisions of this section. A special
election may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in May or November, on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in August in accordance with section 3501.022 of the
Revised Code, or on the day authorized by a particular municipal
or county charter for the holding of a primary election, except
that in any year in which a presidential primary election is
held, no special election shall be held in May, except as
authorized by a municipal or county charter, but may be held on

the third Tuesday after the first Monday in March.

(E} (1} "Primary"™ or "primary election™ means an election
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Sub. H. B. No. 552
1_135_2466-5

held for the purpose of nominating persons as candidates of
political parties for election to offices, and for the purpose
of electing persons as members of the controlling committees of
political parties and as delegates and alternates to the
conventions of political parties. Primary elections shall be
held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each
year excepl in years in which a presidential primary election is

held.

{Z) "Presidential primary electicn" means a primary
election as defined by division (E) (1) of this section at which
an election is held for the purpose of chcoosing delegates and
alternates to the national conventions of the major political
parties pursuant to section 3513.12 of the Revised Code. Unless
otherwise specified, presidential primary elections are included
in references to primary elections. In years in which a
presidential primary election is held, all primary elections
shall be held on the third Tuesday after the first Monday in
March except as otherwise authorized by a municipal or county

charter.

(F) "Political party" means any group of veoters meeting
the requirements set forth in section 3517.01 of the Revised

Code for the formation and existence of a political party.

(1} "Maior political party" means any political party
organized under the laws of this state whose candidate for
governor or neominees for presidential electors received not less
than twenty per cent of the total wvote cast for such office at

the most recent regular state election.

(2) "Minor political party" means any political party
organized under the laws of this state that meets either of the

following requirements:
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Sub. H. B. No, 552
| 135_2466-5

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the
political party's candidate for governor or nominees for
presidential electors received less than twenty per cent but not
less than three per cent of the total vote cast for such office
at the most recent regular state election. A political party
that meets the requirements of this division remains a political
party for a period of four years after meeting those

requirements.

(b} The political party has filed with the secretary of
state, subsequent to its failure to meet the requirements of
division (F) (2) (a} of this section, a petition that meets the

requirements of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

A newly formed political party shall be known as a minor
political party until the time of the first election for
governor or president which occurs not less than twelve months
subsequent to the formation of such party, after which election
the status of such party shall be determined by the vote for the

office of governor or president.

(G) "Dominant party in a precinct" or "deminant political
party in a precinct™ means that political party whose candidate
for election to the office ef governor at the most recent
reqular state election at which a governor was elected received
more votes than any other person received for election to that

office in such precinct at such electicn.

(H) "Candidate" means any qualified person certified in
accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code for placement
on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special
election to be held in this state, or any gqualified person who
claims to be a write-in candidate, or who knowingly assents to

being represented as a write-in candidate by another at either a
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Sub. H. B. No. 552
1_135_2466-5

primary, general, or special election to be held in this state.

{I) "Independent candidate" means any candidate who claims
not to be affiliated with a political party, and whose name has
peen certified on the office-type ballot at a general or special
election through the filing of a statement of candidacy and
nominating petition, as prescribed in section 3513.257 of the

Revised Code.

(J) "Nonpartisan candidate"™ means any candidate whose name
is required, pursuant to section 3505.04 of the Revised Code, to
be listed on the nonpartisan ballot, including all candidates
for judge of a municipal court, county court, or court of common
pleas, for member of any board of education, for municipal or
township offices in which primary elections are not held for
nominating candidates by political parties, and for offices of
municipal corporations having charters that provide for separate

baliots for elections for these cffices.

(K) "Party candidate” means any candidate who claims to be
a member of a political party and who has been certified to
appear on the office-type ballot at a general or special
election as the nominee of a political party because the
candidate has won the primary election of the candidate's party
for the public office the candidate seeks, has been nominated
under section 3517.012, or is selected by party committee in

accordance with section 3513.31 of the Revised Code.

(L} "Officer of a political party" includes, but is not
limited to, any member, elected or appointed, of a controlling
committee, whether representing the territory of the state, a
district therein, a county, township, a city, a ward, &
precinct, or other territory, of a major or minor political

party.
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Sub. H. B. No. 552
|_135_2466-5

(M) "Question or issue" means any question or issue
certified in accerdance with the Revised Code for placement on
an official balleot at a general or special election to be held

in this state.

(N "Elector" or "qualified elector" means a person having

the qualifications provided by law to be entitled to vote.
(Q) "Voter™ means an elector who votes at an election.

(P} "Voting residence™ means that place of residence of an
elector which shall determine the precinct in which the elector

may vote.

(Q) "Precinct™ means a district within a county
astablished by the board of elections of such county within
which all qualified electors having a voting residence therein

may vote at the same pelling place.

(R} "Polling place™ means that place provided for each
precinct at which the electors having a voting residence in such

precinct may vote.

(5) "Board" or "bhoard of elections" means the board of
elections appointed in a county pursuant to sectien 3501.06 of

the Revised Code.

{T) "Political subkdivision"™ means a county, township,

city, village, or schocl district.

(U) "Blection officer™ or "election official" means any of

the following:
{1) Secretary cof state;

(2) Employees of the secretary of state serving the

division of elections in the capacity of attorney,
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Sub, H. B. No. 552
I_135_2466-5

administrative officer, administrative assistant, elections

administrator, office manager, or clerical supervisor;
{3) Director of a board of elections;
{4} Deputy director of a board of elections;
(5) Member of a beoard of elections;
{6) Employees of a board of elections;
(7) Precinct election officials;

{8) Employees appointed by the boards of elections on a

temporary or part-time basis.

(V) "Acknowledgment notice" means a notice sent by a board
of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state,
informing a voter registration applicant or an applicant who
wishes to change the applicant's residence or name of the status
of the application; the information necessary to complete or
update the application, if any; and if the application is

complete, the precinct in which the applicant is to vote.

(W) "Ceonfirmation notice” means a notice sent by a board
of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, to
a registered elector to confirm the registered elector's current

resident address, name, ox other information for registration

and voting. The noticge shall be sent DHv forwardable mail, shall

he accompanied bv a postage prepaid, preaddressed return

envelope containing a form on which the elector mav verify or

correct the elector's registration.

(¥X) "Designated agency" means an office or agency in the
state that provides public assistance or that provides state-
funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to

persons with disabilities and that is required by the National
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Sub. H. B. No. 552
1_135_2466-5

Voter Registration Act of 1993 to implement a program designed
and administered by the secretary of state for registering
voters, or any other public or government office or agency that
implements a program designed and administered by the secretary
of state for registering voters, incliuding the department of job
and family services, the program administered under section
3701.132 of the Revised Code by the department of health, the
department of mental health and addiction services, the
department of developmental disabilities, the opportunities for
Ohiocans with disabilities agency, and any other agency the
secretary of state designates. "Designated agency" does not
include public high schools and vocational schools, public

libraries, or the office of a county treasurer.

(Y} "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" means the
"National Voter Registration Act of 1993," 107 Stat. 77, 42
U.5.C.A. 1973gg.

(Z} "Voting Rights Act of 1965" means the "Voting Rights
Act of 1965," 79 Stat. 437, 42 U.S.C.A. 1973, as amended.

(ARA) (1) "Photo identification™ means one of the following
documents that includes the individual's name and photograph and

is not expired:

(a) An Ohio driver's license, state identification card,
or interim identification form issued by the registrar of motor
vehicles or a deputy registrar under Chapter 4506. or 4507. of
the Revised Code;

(b} A United States passport or passport card;

{¢) A United States military identification card, Chio
national guard identification card, or United States department

of veterans affairs identification card.
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Sub. H. B. No. 552
[_135_2466-5

(2) A "copy" of an individual's photo identificaticn means
images of both the front and back of a document described in
division (AZ) {l) of this section, except that if the document is
a United States passport, a copy of the photo identification
means an image of the passport's identification page that
includes the individual's name, photograph, and other

identifying information and the passport's expiration date.

(BB} "Driver's license" means a license or permit issued
by the registrar or a deputy registrar under Chapter 4506. or
4507. of the Revised Code that authorizes an individual to
drive. "Driver's license" includes a driver's license,
commercial driver's license, probaticnary license, restricted
license, motorcycle operator’'s license, or temporary instruction
permit identification card. "Driver's license" dces not include
a limited term license issued under section 4507.02 of the

Revised Code.

{(CCY) "State identification card" means a card issued by
the registrar or a deputy registrar under sections 4507.50 to

4507.52 of the Revised Code.

(DD) "Interim identification form" means the document
issued by the registrar or a deputy registrar to an applicant
for a driver's license or state identification card that
contains all of the informaticon otherwise found on the license
or card and that an applicant may use as a form of
identification until the physical license or card arrives in the

mail.

(EE) {1) "Proof of citizenship" means evidernce that, when

verified as authentic, indicates an individual is a United

States citizen, in the form of one of the fellowing:
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Sub. H. B. No. 552
I_135_2466-5

(a) The number of the individual's current or expired Chio

driver's license or state identification card, if the boaxrd of

elections verifies using information obtained from the bureau of

motor vehicles that the individual has submitted documentation

*o the bureau that indicates that the individual is a United

States citizen;

(b} The individual's current gr expired Ohio driver's

license, state identification card, or interim identification

form issued on or after April 7, 2023, or a copv. of the front

and back of that license, card, or form, if the license, card,

or form does not include a notation designating thaf the

individual is a noncitizen of the United States;

(¢) The individual's birth certificate, certification of

report of birth, or cegnsular report of birth abroad, or a

legible copy of one of those documents:

{d) The individual's current or expired United States

passport or passport card, a legible copy of the identification

page of the passport, or a legible copv of the front and back of

the passport card;

(e) The individual's certificate of naturalization or

certificate of citizenship or a copy of one of those documents.

(2) If an individual's current legal name is different

from the name on the individual's proof of citizenship, the

indivicdual also shall provide proof of the change of name, such

as a copv of a marriacge license or court order,

(FF) "Citizenship verification source" means any records

or databases kept by the following entities that mav be used to

verify the authenticity of a piece of evidence described in

division (EE) of this section:
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{1} The bureau of motor vehicles;

(2] The United States depariment of homeland security,

including the systematic alien verification for entitlements

database, the person centric query service, the person centric

identitv services, or the centrxal index svstem;

(3) The United States citizenship and immigration service:

{4} The United States social securityv administration:

(5} The department of job and family services, the

department of health, the department of medicaid, and the

department of rehabilitation and corrections;

{6) Anv federal agency that maintains federal Jury pool

data or naturalization records.

Sec. 3501.05. The secretary of state shall do all of the

following:
(A) Appoint all members of boards of elections;

(B) Issue instructions by directives and advisories in
accordance with section 3501.053 of the Revised Code to members

cf the boards as to the preper methods of conducting elections.

(C) Prepare rules and instructions for the conduct of

elections;

(DY Publish and furnish to the boards from time to time a
sufficient number of indexed copies of all election laws then in

force;

(E) Edit and issue all pamphlets concerning proposed laws

or amendments required by law to be submitted to the voters;

(F) Prescribe the form of registration cards, blanks, and

records;
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(G) Determine and prescribe the forms of ballots and the 307
forms of all blanks, cards of instructions, pollbooks, tally 308
sheets, certificates of election, and forms and klanks required 309
by law for use by candidates, committees, and boards; 310

(H) Prepare the ballot title or statement to be placed on 311
the ballot for any proposed law or amendment to the constitution 312
to be submitted te the wvcters of the state; 313

(I) Except as otherwise provided in section 3519.08 c¢f the 314
Revised Code, certify to the several boards the forms of ballots 315
and names of candidates for state offices, and the form and 316
wording of state referendum questions and issues, as they shall 317
appear on the ballot; 318

(JY Except as otherwise provided in division (I) (2) (b} of 319
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code, give final approval to 320
ballot language for any local question or issue approved and 321
transmitted by boards of elections under section 3501.11 of the 322
Revised Code; 323

(K) Receive all initiative and referendum petitions on 324
state questions and issues and determine and certify to the 325
sufficiency of those petitions; 326

{L) Require such reports from the several boards as are 327
provided by law, or as the secretary of state considers 328
necessary; 329

(M) Compel the cbservance by election officers in the 330
several counties of the requirements of the election laws; 331

(N) (1)} Except as otherwise provided in division (N} (2) of 332
this section, investigate the administration of election laws, 333
frauds, and irreqularities in elections in any county, and 334
report violations of election laws to the attorney general or 335

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000015
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proseculbing attorney, or both, for prosecutiocn;

{2) On and after August 24, 1985, report a failure to
comply with or a violation of a provision in sections 3517.08 to
3517.13, 3517.20 t£o 3517.22, 3599.03, or 3599.031 of the Revised
Code, whenever the secretary of state has or should have
knowledge of a failure to comply with or a vielaticn of a
provision in one of those sections, by filing a complaint with
the Ohio elections commission under section 3317.153 of the

Revised Code.

{0) Make an annual report to the governor containing the
results of elections, the cost of elections in the various
counties, a tabulation of the votes in the several political
subdivisions, and other information and recommendations relative

to elections the secretary of state considers desirable;

(P} Prescribe and distribute te boards of elections a list
of instructicns indicating all legal steps necessary to petition
successfully for local option electicons under sections 4301.32

to 4301.41, 4303.29, 4305.14, and 4305.15 of the Revised Code;

(0) Adopt rules pursuant tc Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code for the removal by boards of elections of ineligible voters
from the statewide voter registration database and, if
applicable, from the pell list or signature pollbock used in
each precinct, which rules shall provide for all of the

following:

(1) A process for the removal of voters who have changed
residence, which shall be uniform, nondiscriminatory, and in
compliance with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the National
Voter Registration Act of 13993, including & program that uses

the national change of address service provided by the United
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States postal system through its licensees;

(2) A process for the removal of ineligible voters under

section 3503.21 of the Revised Code;

{3) A uniform system for marking or removing the name of a
voter who is ineligible to vote from the statewide voter
registration database and, 1f applicable, from the poll list or
signature pecllbook used in each precinct and noting the reason

for that mark cr removal.

{R} Prescribe a general program for registering voters or
updating voter registration information, such as name and
residence changes, by boards of elections, designated agencies,
offices of deputy registrars of motor wehicles, public high
schocls and vocational schools, public libraries, and offices of
county treasurers consistent with the requirements of section

3503.09 of the Revised Code;

(3) Prescribe a program of distribution of voter
registration forms through boards of elections, designated
agencies, offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of
motor vehicles, public high schools and vocaticnal schools,

public libraries, and offices of county treasurers;

{(T) To the extent feasible, provide copies, at no cost and
upon request, of the voter registration form in post offices in

this state;

(U} Adopt rules pursuant te section 111.15 of the Revised
Code for the purpose of implementing the program for registexring
voters through boards of elections, designated agencies, and the
offices of the registrar and deputy reygistrars of motor vehicles

consistent with this chapter;

(V) Establish the full-time position of Americans with
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Disabilities Act coordinater within the cffice of the secretary

of state to do all of the following:

(1Y Assist the secrstary of state with ensuring that there

is equal access to polling places for persons with disabilities;

{2) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that each
voter may cast the voter's ballot in a manner that provides the
same opportunity for access and participation, including privacy

and independence, as for other voters;

(3) Advise the secretary of state in the development of
standards for the certificaticn of voting machines, marking

devices, and automatic tabulating equipment.

(W) Establish and maintain a computerized statewide
database of all legally registered voters under section 3503.15
of the Revised Code that complies with the reguirements of the
"Help America Vote Act of 2002," Pub. L. No. 107-252, 116 Stat.

1666, and provide training in the operation of that system;

(X) Ensure that all directives, advisories, other
instructions, or decisions issued or made during or as a result
of any conference or teleconference call with a board of
elections to discuss the proper methods and procedures for
conducting elections, to answer questions regarding elections,
or to discuss the interpretation of directives, advisories, or
other instructions issued by the secretary of state are posted
on a web site of the office of the secretary of state as soon as
is practicable after the completiocn of the conference or
teleconference call, but not later than the close of business on
the same day as the conference or teleconference call takes

place.

{Y) Publish a report on a web site of the office of the
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secretary of state not later than cne month after the completion
of the canvass of the election returns for each primary and
general election, identifying, by county, the number of absent
voter's ballots cast and the number of those ballots that were
counted, and the number of provisional ballots cast and the
number of those ballots that were counted, for that election.
The secretary of state shall maintain the information on the web

site in an archive format for each subsequent election.

(Z) Conduct voter education outlining voter
identification, absent voters ballot, provisional ballot, and

other wvoting requirements;

{AA) Establish a procedure by which a registered elector
may make available to a board of elections a more recent
signature to be used in the poil list or signature pollbook
produced by the board of elections of the county in which the

elector resides;

(BB) Disseminate information, which may include all cr
part of the official explanations and arguments, by means of
direct mail or other written publication, broadcast, or other
means or combinaticn of means, as directed by the Ohio ballot
board under division (F) of section 3505.062 of the Revised
Code, in order to inform the voters as fully as possible
concerning each proposed constitutional amendment, proposed law,

or referendum;

(CCY Be the single state office responsible for the
implementation of the "Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
Voting Act,™ Pub. L. No. 89-410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U.S.C.
1973ff, et seq., as amended, in this state. The secretary of
state may delegate to the boards of elections responsikilities

for the implementation of that act, including respcnsibilities

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000019
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arising from amendments to that act made by the "Military and
Overseas Voter Empowerment Act," Subtitle H of the "National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010," Pub. L. No.
111-84, 123 Stat. 3190.

(DD) Adopt rules, under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code,
to establish procedures and standards for determining when a
board of elections shall be placed under the official oversight
of the secretary of state, placing a board of electicns under
the official oversight of the secretary of state, a board that
is under official oversight to transition out of official
oversight, and the secretary of state tc supervise a beard of
alections that is under official oversight cf the secretary of

state.

(EE) Provide training to boards of elections on how to

verifv the United States citizenship of voter registration

applicants.
{FF)} Perform other duties required by law.

Whenever a primary election is held under section 3513.32
of the Revised Code or a special election is held under section
3521.03 of the Revised Code to £ill a vacancy in the office of
representative to congress, the secretary of state shall
establish a deadline, notwithstanding any other deadline
required under the Revised Code, by which any or all of the
following shall occur: the filing of a declaraticn of candidacy
and petitions or a statement of candidacy and nominating
petition together with the applicable filing fee; the filing of
protests against the candidacy of any person filing a
declaration of candidacy or nominating petition; the £iling of a
declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate; the filiing of

campaign finance reports; the preparation of, and the making of
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corrections or challenges to, precinct voter registration lists;
the receipt of applications for absent voter's ballots or
uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots; the
supplying of election materials to precincts by boards of
electicons; the holiding of hearings by boards of elections to
consider challenges to the right of a person to appear on a
voter registration list; and the scheduling of programs to

instruct or reinstruct election officers.

In the performance of the secretary of state's duties as
the chief election officer, the secretary of state may
administer oaths, issue subpoenas, summon witnesses, compel the
production of bocks, papers, records, and other evidence, and
fix the time and place for hearing any matters relating tec the

administration and enforcement of the election laws.

In any controversy involving or arising out of the
adoption of registration or the appropriation of funds for
registration, the secretary of state may, through the attorney
general, bring an action in the name of the state in the court
of common pleas of the county where the cause of action arose or

in an adjoining county, to adjudicate the question.

In any action involving the laws in Title XXXV of the
Revised Code wherein the interpretation of those laws 1s in
issue in such a manner that the result of the action will affect
the lawful duties of the secretary of state or of any board of
elections, the secretary of state may, on the secretary of

state's motion, be made a party.

The secretary of state may apply to any court that is
hearing a case in which the secretary of state is & party, for a
change of venue as a substantive right, and the change of venue

shall be allowed, and the case removed to the court of common
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pleas of an adjoining county named in the application or, if
there are cases pending in more than one jurisdiction that
involve the same or similar issues, the court of common pleas of

Franklin county.

Public high schools and vocational schocls, public
libraries, and the office of a county treasurer shall implement
voter registration programs as directed by the secretary of

state pursuant to this section.

Sec. 3503.01. & —Fvery—(A) (1) Only individuals who

possess the following gquzlifications, as verified by the

secretary of state or bv a board of electionsg, have the

qualifications of an elector and may register to vote, be

registered to vote, or vote in a federal, sitate, or local

election in the precinct in which the individuzl resides:

(a} Is a citizen of the United States who is of the age of

eighteen years or over-afs—whe—has;

(b) Has been a resident of the state thirty days
immediztely preceding the election at which the eitisen—
individual offers to vote, is a resident of the county and

precinct in which the eitizen—individual offers to vote, and has

been registered Lo vote for thirty daysy-hes—the-guatifications—

£ 1 e o e 21 J 4= 2.0 1 PE 2 il P : e 2
p e - [0 3 I I e Wiy W i L=y g g AIi(.J._Y Y [ g [ R I LT g mpwe g i e ) = =y ¥ [ Yy tJ.LC\_-.LJ.l\_-\_- L

bt k] s ides;

{(cy Is not ineligible to wvote by reason of a felony

conviction under division (A) (4} of section 3503.21 of the

Revised Code;

{3) Is not incompetent teo vote under division (A) {5} of

section 3503.21 of the Revised Ccde.

{2} Except as provided in division (&) (3) of this section,
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an elector who registers to wote or submits a change of

residence or change of name form on or after the effective date

of this amendment shall provide proof of citizenship, as defined

in division (EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, to the

board of elections, and if the elector has no proof of

citizenship, the elector mav request a hearing under section

3503.012 of the Revised Code to establish that the elector is a

citizen of the United States. An elector whose registraticn

record indicates that the elector is verified as a United States

citizen is not required to provide proof of citizenship when

subsecuently registering to vote or updating the electorn's

raeqgistraticn in this state.

(B) When only a portion of a precinct is included within
the boundaries of an election district, the board of elections
may assign the electors residing in such pertion of a precinct
to the nearest precinct oxr portion of a precinct within the
boundaries of such election district for the purpose of voting
at any special election held in such district. In any election
in which only a part of the electors in a precinct is qualified
to vote, the board may assign voters in such part to an
adjoining precinct. Such assignment may be made te an adjoining
precinct in another county with the consent and epproval of the
board of elections of such other county if the number of voters
assigned to vote in a precinct in another county is two hundred

or less.

The board shall notify all such electors so assigned, at
least ten davs prior to the helding of any such election, of the
location of the polling place where they are entitled to vote at

such election.

As used in division (B) of this section, "election

Page 20

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000023

542
543
544
545
546
547
548
549
550
551
552
553

554
535
556
557
558
559
560
561
562
563
564
565
566

567
568
569
570

571



Sub. H. B. No. 552
I_135_2466-5

district"™ means a scheol district, municipal corporaticn,
township, or other political subdivision that includes territory
in more than one precinct or any other district or authority
that includes territory in more than one precinct and that is
authorized by law to place an issue on the ballot at a special

election.

Sec. 3503.012. (A) Anvy elector who desires to register to

vote, but who does not have anv proef of United States

citizenship as defined in division (EE) of section 3501.01 of

rhe Revised Code, may make a written request, on a form

prescribed by the secretary of state, to the beard of eiections

requesting that the board hold a hearing to determipe the

elector's United States citizenship. The request shall be

accompanied by a sworn affidavit that the elector is a United

States gitizen.

{(B) Upon receiving a written request under division (A) cf

this section, the board shall mail written notice of the hearing

to the elector, including the time and place of the hearing,

through first class mail, to the address indicated on the

written request, or if there is no address indicated, to the

elector's address on file with the board of elections. The

hearing shall be held not more than ten days zfter the elector

submits a written requesi. An elector may retain counsel,

testifyv, present evidence, and call witnesses. Testimony shall

be under ocath. The board shall exercise due dilicence, conduct

an investigation to determine the truth of the matter, including

examining anv relevant databases, and may subpoena witnesses and

other evidence. Third parties mayv present sworn testimonv and

evidence relevant to the matter.

{C) After the board conducts the hearing described in

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000024
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division (B) of this section, the board promptly shall make a

determination, bv maijoritv vote, whether the elector, by a

preponderance of the evidence, is a United States citizen.

(D) If the board determines that an elector is a United

States citizen under division (C) of this section, the beard

shall record that fact in the elector's voter registration

record and report that fact to _the secretary of state.

{R) If the board determines that an eiector has failed, by

a preponderance of the evidence, to prove that the elector is &

United States citizen, the board shall record that fact and

report it to the secretary of state. Not more than twentv days

after the board's decision, the electeor may appeal the decision

to the court of commen pleas in the county in which the elector

resides. If the board's determination falls not more than ninety

dave before an election, the court of common pleas shall hearxr

the case on an expedited basis.

{F') The secretarv cf state shall adopt rules for the

implementation of this section,

Sec. 3503.06. (A} No person shall be entitled to vote at
any election, unless the person is registered as an elector and
will have resided in the county and precinct where the person is
registered for at least thirty days at the time of the next

election.

(B) No person shall be entitled to sign any petition,
unless the person is registered as an elector and resides in a
precinct in which the candidacy or issue that is the subject of

the petition will appear on the ballot._If a person for whom a

board of elections's official registration list or the statewide

voter registration database indicates is not verified as
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eligible to vote signs a petition, that person's signature shall

rot be counted, unless and until the person is verified as

eligible to vote.

(C) (1) {a) Except for a nominating petition for
presidential electors, no perscn shall be entitled to circulate
any petition unless the person is a resident of this state and

is at least eighteen years of age.

(b) No persocn shall be entitled to circulate a nominating
petition for presidential electors unless the person is at least

eighteen years of age.

(2Y All election officials, in determining the residence
of a person circulating a petition under division (C) (1} of this

section, shall be governed by the following rules:

{a) That place shall be considered the residence of a
person in which the person's habitation is fixed and to which,
whenever the person is absent, the person has the intention of

returning.

(b) A perscn shall not be considered to have lest the
person’'s residence who leaves the person's home and goes into
another state for temporary purposes only, with the intenticn of

returning.

(c) A person shall not be considered to have gained a
residence in any county of this state inte which the person
comes for temporary purpeses only, without the intention of

making that county the permanent place of abode.

(3} If a person removes to another state with the
intention of making that state the person's residence, the
person shall be considered to have lost the person's residence

in this state.
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{e) Except as otherwise provided in division (C) {2) {f) of
this section, if a person removes from this state and
continuously resides outside this state for a period of four
years or more, the person shall be considered to have lost the
person's residence in this state, notwithstanding the fact that
the perscn may entertain an intention teo return at some future

period.

(f) If a person removes from this state to engage in the
services of the United States government, the person shall not
be considered to have lost the person's residence in this state
during the period of that service, and likewise should the
person enter the employment of the state, the place where that
person resided at the time of the person’s removal shall be

considered to be the person's place of residence.

(g) If a person goes into ancther state and, while there,
exercises the right of a citizen by voting, the person shall be

considered to have lost the person's residence in this state.

Sec. 3503.13. (A) {l) Except as otherwise provided in
division ({(A) (2) of this section, voter registration forms
submitted by applicants and the statewide voter registration
database established under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code
are public records subject to disclosure under section 149.43 of

the Revised Code.

(2) None of the following are subject to disclosure under

division {(A) (1) ¢f this section:

(2) An elector's full or partial social security number,
driver's license or state identification card number, telephone

number, or electronic mail address;

(b} A confidential voter registration record, as described
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in section 111.44 of the Revised Code;

{¢) The address of a designated public service worker, if
the designated public service worker has submitted a redaction
request to the board of elections under section 149.45 of the

Revised Code;

{d) An elector's proof of citizenship:

(e) _Any other information that is prohibited from being

disclosed by state or federal law.

{B) A board of elections may use a legible digitized
signature list of voter signatures, copied from the signatures
on the registration forms in a form and manner prescribed by the
secretary of state, provided that the board includes the
required voter registration information in the statewide voter
registration database established under section 3503.15 of the
Revised Code, and provided that the precinct election officials
have computer printouts at the polls prepared in the manner

required under section 3503.23 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3503.14. (A) The secretary of state shall prescribe
rhe form and content of the registration, change of residence,
and change of name forms used in this state. The forms shall
meet the requirements of the National Voter Registration Act of

1993 and shall inctude—spoces—fer—require the applicant to
provide all of the following:

{1) The wetexts—applicant's full name_as it appears on the

appiicant's identification provided to register to vote;

(2) The wetexrls—applicant's residence address;
(3) The current date;

(4} The wewexla—applicant's date of birth;
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(B) The wekertoepreovide—at—teast—enre—of—+the~following

forms of identification_ that meet the requirements of 52 U.S8.C.

21083 (a) (5) (A}:

{a) The weterlas-applicant's current and walid Ohio

driver's license or state identification card number_if the

applicant has one;

{(b) Fhe—0r, if the applicant deoes not have a current and

valid Ohio driver's license or state identification card, the

last four digits of the weterls—applicant's social security

number. A board cof elections _shall not accept or process a voter

registration application if the zpplicant does neot preovide a

current and valid Chio's driver's license or state

identification card number, when available recgrds from the

bureay of motor wvehicles indicate that the appliicant has a

current and valid Ohio's driver's license gr state

identification card number. If a board of elections rejects an

application for this reason, the board shall send the applicant

a notice, to the address the applicant indicated on the form,

ingtructing the applicant to apply to register to vote using the

applicant's Ohico's driver's license or state identification card

humber and include with the notice a blank voter registration

form.

(6) Proof of United States citizenship as defined in

dgivision (ER) of section 35C1.01 of the Revised Code., except

that the applicant is not recuired to provide proof of

citizenship if the applicant has previously provided proof of

citizenship that has been verified by the board when registering

to vote or submitting a change of residence or change of name in

this state. If an applicant who previously renounced, forfeited,

or otherwise lost United States citizenship applies to register

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000029
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to vote, the applicant is required to provide proof of

citizenship when registering to wvote.

+&4—(7) The wererls—applicant's signature.

The registration form shall include a space on which the
person registering an applicant shall sign the person's name and
provide the person's address and a space on which the person
registering an applicant shall name the employer who is

employing that person to register the applicant.

Except feor forms prescribed by the secretary of state
under section 3503.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of
state shall permit boards of elections to produce forms that
have subdivided spaces for each individual alphanumeric
character of the information provided by the voter so as to
accommodate the electronic reading and conversion of the voter's
information to data and the subsequent electronic transfer of
that data to the statewide voter registration database

established under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code.

{(B) Nene of the following persons who are registering an
applicant in the course of that cfficial's or employee's normal
duties shall sign the person’'s name, provide the persen's
address, or name the employer who is employing the person to

register an applicant on a form prepared under this section:
(1) An election official;
{2} A county treasurer;
(3) A deputy registrar of motor vehicles;
{4) An employee of a designated agency;

{5) An employee of a public high school;
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{6) An employee of a public vocational scheol;

(7) An employee of a public library;

(8) An employsze of the office of a county treasurer;

{(3) An employee of the bureau of motor vehicles;

{10) An employee of a deputy registrar of motor vehicles:
(11) An employee of an election official.

(C) Except as provided in section 3501.382 of the Revised
Code, any applicant who is unable to sign the applicant's own
name shall make an "X," if possible, which shall be certified by
the signing of the name of the applicant by the person filling
cut the form, who shall add the person's cown signature. If an
applicant is unable to make an "X," the applicant shall indicate
in some manner that the applicant desires to register teo vote or
to change the applicant's name or residence. The person
registering the applicant shall sign the form and attest that
the appiicant indicated that the applicant desired to register

to vote or to change the applicant's name or residence.

(D) No registratien, change of residence, or change of
name form shall be rejected solely on the basis that a person
registering an applicant failed to sign the person's name or
failed to name the employer who is employing that person to
register the applicant as reguired under division (A) of this

section.

{E) A voter registration application submitted online
through the internet pursuant to section 3503.20 of the Revised
Code is not reguired to centain a signature to be considered
valid. The signature obtained under division (B) ¢f that section

shall be considered the applicant's signature for all election
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and signature-matching purposes.

(F) As used in this section, "registering an applicant™”
includes any effort, for compensation, to provide voter
registration forms or to assist persons in completing or

returning those forms.

Sec. 3503.15. (&) The secretary of state shall establish
and maintain a statewide voter registration database that shall
be administered by the office of data analytics and archives in
the office of the secretary of state and made continuously
available to each board of elections and to other agencies as

authorized by law.

The statewide voter registration database shall be the
cfficial list of registered electors for all elections conducted

in this state.

{(B) The statewide voter registration database shall, at a

minimum, inciude all of the following:

(1} An electronic network that connects all board of
elections offices with the office of the secretary of state and

with the offices of all other boards of elections;

{2) A computer program that harmonizes the records
contained in the database with records maintained by each board

of elections;

{3) An interactive computer program that allcws access to
the records contained in the database by each board of elections
and by any persons authorized by the secretary of state to add,
delete, modify, or print database records, and to conduct

updates cof the database;

{4) B search program capable of verifying registered
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electors and their registration information by name, driver's
license or state identification card number, birth date, social

security number, or current address;

{(5) Safeguards and components to ensure that the
integrity, security, and confidentiality of the voter

registration information is maintained;

(6) Methecds to retain canceled voter registration records
for not less than five vears after they are canceled and to

record the reason for theilr cancellation.

{(C) For each registered elector, the statewide voter
registration database shall include all of the following

information:
(1} The elector's name;
{2) The elector's birth date;
{(3) The elector's current residence address;
{(4) The elector's precinct number;

(5) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state

identification card number, if available;

(6) The last four digits of the elector's social security

number, if available;
(7} The elector's telephone number, if available;
(8) The elector's electronic mail address, if available;

(9) {a) The elector's voter registration date, which shall
be determined based on the elector's most recent application to
register to vote in this state, subject to divisien {(C) (9) (b) of

this section, as follows:
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{1) In the case of an application delivered in person to a
state or local office of a designated agency, the office of the
registrar or any deputy registrar of motor wvehicles, a public
high scheol or vocational school, a public library, or the
office of a county treasurer, the date stamped on the
application upon receipt by the entity that lLransmits the

application to the board of elections or the secretary of state;

(1i) In the case of an application delivered in person to
a board of elections or the secretary c¢f state, the date stamped
on the application upcn receipt by the board of elections or the

secretary of state, as applicable;

(1ii) In the case of an application delivered by mail to a
board cf elections or the secretary of state, the date the

application is postmarked;

{(iv) In the case of an application submitted through the
online voter registration system established under section

3503.20 of the Revised Code, the date of the online submission;

(v) In the case cf an application submitted to a board of
elections by facsimile transmission cr electronic mail under
Chapter 3511. of the Revised Code, the date of the receipt of

the transmission or electronic mail by the board of elections;

{(vi} It the case c¢f a provisiconal ballot affirmation that
serves as an application to register to vote in future slections
because the individual who cast the ballot is not registered to
vote, the date the board of elections determines that the
provisional ballot is invalid under section 3505.183 of the

Revised Code.

(b)Y For purposes of determining an elector's voter

registration date under division (C) (9) {(a) of this section, all
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of the following apply:

(i) An elector's veter registration date shall not be
during the period beginning on the day after the close of voter
registration before an election and ending on the day of the
glection. If the date determined under division (C)} (9} (&) of
this section would be during that period, the voter registraticn
date instead shall be the date on which the board of elections
processes the application to register to vote after the day of

the election.

(1i1i) A change of address or change of name form, including
a provisional ballot affirmation that serves as a change of
address or change of name form, is not considered an application

to register to vote.

{(1ii) An application to register to vote that is submitted
by an individual whe i1s already registered to vote in this state

is not considered an application to register to vote.

(10) The elector's voting history, including all of the
following for each election in which the elector cast a ballot

that was counted:
(a) The date of the election;

{b} If the election was & primary electicn, the political
party whose ballot the elector cast at the primary electicn or
an indication that the elector voted only on the questions and
igsues appearing on the ballot at a special election held on the

day of the primary election;
{(c) The type of ballot the elector cast.

{11) The elector's last activity date, which shall be

determined in accordance with rules adopted by the secretary of
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state pursuant te Chapter 119. of the Revised Code=;

{12) The date, if anv, on which a board of electicnsg
verified that the elector is a United States citizen, as
described in division (A){1) of section 3503.201 of the Revised
Code, and which preoof of citizenship, as defined in division

(EE) _of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, was presented as

evidence the elector is a United States citizen;

(13} The citizenship verification source, as defined in

division (FFY of secticon 3501.01 of the Revised Code;

(14) Whether the elector registered Lo vobte using a

federal or state form;

{(15) Whether the elegtor was reguired to cast a

provisional ballot, and the reason the elector was required to

gcast _a provisional ballot, except if the elector's proyisional
ballot was_counted under section 3505.183 of the Revised Code,
the indication that the elector was required tgo cast &

provisional ballot shall be removed from the database;

(16) Whether the elector's United State citizenship has

been verified, and, if so, whether the elector is a c¢itizen of

the United States.

{(17) Any other information the secretary of state requires
to be included by rule adopted pursuant to Chapter 119. of the

Revised Ccde.

(D) Every day during the period beginning on the forty-
sixth day before an election and ending con the eighty-first day
after the day of the election, a board cf elections shall create
a dally record of its voter registration database as of four
p.m. and shall transmit the daily record te the secretary of

gtate in a secure manner prescribed by the secretary of state.
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The secretary of state shall archive the daily record and retain

it for at least twenty-two months after the day of the election.

{E) The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code tc implement this secticen and
sections 3503.151 to 3503.153 of the Revised Code, including
rules doing all of the following:

(1) Specifying the manner in which any voter registration
records maintained by boards of elections in other data formats
shall be converted for inclusion in the statewide voter

registration database;

{2) Establishing a uniform method for entering voter
registration records into the statewide voter registration
database on an expedited basis, but not less than once per day,
if new registration information is received, and for

transmitting information securely to the secretary of state;

{3) Establishing a uniform method for purging canceled
voter registration records from the statewide voter registration

database in accordance with section 3503.21 of the Revised Ccode;

(4) Specifying the persons authorized to add, delete,
mnodify, or print reccrds contained in the statewide wvoter

registration database and to make updates of that database;

(5) Establishing a process for annually auditing the
information contained in the statewide voter registration

database.

() A board of elections promptly shall purge a voter's
name and voter registration information from the statewide voter
registration database in accordance with the rules adopted by
the secretary of state under division (E) (3} of this secticn

after the cancellation of a voter's registration under section
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3503.21 of the Revised Code.

{G) The secretary of state shall provide training in the
operation of the statewide voter registration database to each
board of elections and to any persons authorized by the
secretary of state to add, delete, modify, or print database

records, and to conduct updates of the database.

(H) A beard of elections and any vendor with which it
contracts to provide wvoter registration software or related
services shall ensure that the board's voter registration system
and practices comply with the requirements of this section and

any rules adopted under this section.

Sec. 3503.151. (A) The secretary of state, through the
office of data analytics and archives, and the boards of
elections shail maintain the accuracy cf the statewide voter

registration database in accordance with this section.

{B) {1) State agencies, including, but not limited to, the
department of health, the bureau of motor vehicles, the
department of job and family services, the department of
medicaid, and the department of rehabilitation and corrections,
shall provide any information and data tc the secretary of state
that is collected in the course of normal business and that is
necessary to register to vote, to update an elector's
registration, or to maintain the statewide voter registration
database, except where prohibited by federal law or regulation.
The department of health, the bureau of motor vehicles, the
department of job and family services, the department of
medicaid, and the department of rehabilitation and correcticns
shall provide that information and data to the secretary of
state not later than the last day of each month. The secretary

of state shall ensure that any information or data provided to
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the secretary of state that is confidential in the possession of
the entity providing the data remains ceonfidential while in the
possession of the secretary of state. No public cifice, and no
public official or employee, shall sell that information or data

or use that information or data for profit.

{2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules under Chapter
119. of the Revised Code that establish, by mutual agreement
with the bureau of motor vehicles, the content and format of the
information and data the bureau of motor vehicles shall provide
to the secretary of state under division (B) (1) of this section
and the frequency with which the bureau shall provide that

information and data.

(3} The secretarv of state shall gbtain and make the
information and data the bureau of motor wvehicles provides to
the secretarv of state under diwvision (B) {1} of this section

and any data and information obtained from any source listed in

division (FF) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, available
to the boaxds of electigns for purvoses of regisiering vobers,

updating voter registrations, or maintaining the statewide voter

registiration database, except where vprohibited by federal law oxr

requlations,

{C)} (1) The secretary of state shall enter into agreements
tec share information gor data that is in the possession of the
secretary of state with other states or groups of states, as the
secretary of state considers necessary, in order to maintain the
statewide voter registration database. Except as otherwise
provided in division (C){2) of this section, the secretary of
state shall ensure that any information or data provided tec the
secretary of state that is confidentizl in the possession of the

state providing the data remains confidential while in the
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possession of the secretary of state.

{2) The secretary of state may provide such otherwise
confidential information or data to persons or organizations
that are engaging in legitimate governmental purposes related to
the maintenance of the statewide wvoter registration database.
The secretary ¢f state shall adept rules pursuant to Chapter
119, of the Revised Code identifying the persons or
organizations who may receive that information or data. The
secretary of state shall not share that information or data with
a person or organization not identified in those rules. The
secretary of state shall ensure that a person or organization
that receives confidential information or data under this
division keeps the information or data confidential in the
person's or organization's possession by, at a minimum, entering
into a confidentiality agreement with the person or
organization. Any confidentiality agreement entered into under
this division shall include a requirement that the person or
organization submit to the jurisdiction of this state in the

event that the person or organization breaches the agreement.

{3) No person or entity that receives information or data
under division {(C) of this section shall sell the information or

data or use the information or data for profit.

(D) The secretary of state shall regularly transmit to the
boards of elections, to the extent permitted by state and
federal law, the informaticon and data the secretary of state
receives under divisions (B) and {C) of this section that is
necessary to do the following, in order to ensure that the
accuracy of the statewide voter registration database is
maintained on a regular kasis 1n accecrdance with applicable

state and federal law:
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(1) Require the boards of elections to maintain the
database in a manner that ensures that the name of sach
registered elector appears in the database, that only
individuals who are not registered or eligible to vote are
removed from the database, and that duplicate registrations are

eliminated from the database;

(2) Reguire the boards of elections to make—-a—reascensbie—
effort-te—remove individuals who are not eligible to vote from
the database;

{3) Establish safequards to ensure that eligible electors

are not removed in error from the database.

(E) (1) The gecretary of state shall use the information in
Lhe statewide voter registration database and the databases of
the bureau of motexr vehicles and the United States social
security admjinistration te prepare and transmit to each board of
elections a monthlv repert, in addition to a report immediately
after the deadline fo register to vote in an election, that
identifies each voter reagistration record in the county to which

any _of the fellowing apply and that has not been identified in a

previous report:

(a} The record contains neither an Ohio driver's license

or state identification card number nor the last four digits of

a social security number,

{b) The record contains an Ohio driver's license or state

identification card number, but cne ¢f the following applies:

(i) The number does not exist in the regords of the bureau

of motor wvehicles,

(ii) The number exists in the records of the bureay of

motor vehicles but is not associated with the first name, last
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name, and date of birth that appear in the wvoter registration

record.

(1ii) FExcept as otherwise provided in diwvision (E} (2} of

this section, the number exists in the records of the bureau of

moteor vehicles and is associated with the first name, last name,

and date of birth that appear in the voter registration record,
but the residence address that appears in the recoxds of the

bureau of motor vehicles is not the same as the residence

address that appears in the voter registration regoxrd,

{c) The record contains the last four digits of a social

security number, but one of the following apprlies:

(1) Those digits do not exist in the records of the United

States social security administration.

{1i) Those diglts exist in the records of the United

States social security administration but are not associated

with the first name, last name, and date of birth that appear in

the voter registration record.

(iii) Those digits exist in the records ¢of the United
States social securitv administration, and are associated with
the first name, last pame, and date of birth that appear in the

voter registration record, but available records from the bureau

of motor wvehicles indicate that the registrant has a current and

valid Ohio driver's license or state identification number, and

that the pnumber is not in the voter registration record.

2) The report shall exclude any voter registration record
described in division (E) (1} (b)) {iii} belonging to an elector to

whom either of the following applies:

(a) The elector is a participant in the address

confidentiality program described in sections 111.41 to 111.99
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of the Revised Code. 1119

by The elector is a designated public service worker, as 1120
described in section 149.43 of the Revised Code, and one of the 1121
following avpplies: 1122

{3} The elector has submitted a redaction request to the 1123
secretary of state or to the beard of elections under section 1124
149.45 of the Revised Code. 1125

(ii) Tt is otherwise apparent from the electgr's vocter 1126
registration record or from the records of the bureau of motor 1127
vehicles that the elector is s designated public service worker, 1128

{3) The board of elections shall proceed under secticn 1129
3503.202 of the Revised Code not later than twc weeks after 1130
receiving the report. 1131

(4)_ Subiect to division (A} (2) of section 3503.13 of the 1132
Revised Code, the segretarv of siate shall make the information 1133
in each report available to the public on the secretary of 1134
state's official web site. 1135

(F} (1} The secretary of state shall adopt rules under 1136
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to establish a uniform method 1137
fer addressing instances in which records contained in the 1138
statewide voter registration database do not conform with 1139
records maintained by an agency, state, or group of states 1140
described in division (B)Y or {C} of this section. That method 1141
shall prohibit an electer's voter registration from being 1142
canceled on the sole basis that the information in the 1143
registration record does not conform to records maintained by 1144
such an agency. 1145

{2) Information provided under division (B) oxr (C) of this 1146
section for maintenance of the statewide voter registration 1147
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database shall not be used to update the name or address of a
registered elector. The name or address of a registered electer
shall only be updated as a result of the elector's actions in

filing a notice of change of name, change c¢f address, or both.

(3) AExcept as otheryise provided in section 3503.201 of

the Revised Code, a board of elections shall contact a

registered elector pursuant to the rules adopted under division
AEy—3—{F) {1} of this section to verify the accuracy of the
information in the statewide voter registration database
regarding that elector if that infeormation does not conform with
information provided under division (B) or {C} of this section
and the discrepancy would affect the elector's eligibility tc

cast a regular ballot.

Sec. 3503.152, The secretary of state shall conduct &=
aradek-a monthlyv review of the statewide voter registration

database;, and shall conduct a review immediately after the

deadline to register to vote in an election, for each election,

to ldentify persewms—individuals who appesr—smet—are verified to

ke United States citizens, as follows:

(A) The secretary of state shall compare the information
in the statewide voter registration database with the
information the secretary ¢f state obtains from the bureau of

motor vehicles and other approved sources under section 3503.151

of the Revised Code to identify amy—perserm—all individuals who
; Tl of ] ot b e q ok Lo -
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+H—Submitas—deesmentation—te—theburesun—of motor-—vehicles— 1177
Ehat—indidentes—that—the—persen—ig-—wob-a—are verified to be 1178
United States eixtdzencitizens. The individual's information in 1179
the statewide voter registration database shall be updated to 1180
indicate whether the individual is a verified United States 1181
citizen or not a verified United States citizen. 1182

4B+ (B} (1} The secretary of state shall send a report to 1183
each board of elections of the individuals residing in the 1184
county who have been identified under divigicn (3) of this 1185
section and shall make the report available To the public, and 1186
the report shall include the feollowing: 1187

{a) Individuals that have been identified as pot being a 1188
verified United Sitates cgitizen, who were not included in the 1189
previcus report, oxr who had no citizenship indication in the iL1ec
previous report: 1131

{b) Individupals that haye been identified as not being a 11382
verified United States citizen, who were previocusly identified 1193
as a verified United States citizen, including individuals who 1194
are no longer United States citizens; 1195

(¢) Individuals who were identified as not being a 1196
verified Upited States citizen in the previous report, or who 1197
had no citizenship indigcation in the previous repori, who have 1198
been identified as a United States citizen, including the date 1189
of verification, and whether the information regarding 1200
citizenship verification source and evidence of citizenship is 1201
nissing; 1202

{d) Tndividuals that have been jdentified as not being a 1203
verified United States citizen, or being a verified United 1204
States citizen, if there is no longer an indication of 1205
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citizenship.

(2} The becard of elections _and the secretarv of state

shall review each report and investicate anv irregqularities. The

poard of electiong shall make negessary updates to the voter

registration database within two weeks after receiving each

report, including both of the following:

(a) Changing an individual's information to refiect that

an _individual has or has not been verified as a United States

citizen, as applicable. If the individual has been verified ag a
United States citizen, the date the individual was verified, the
tvpe ¢f evidence used to verifv citizenship, and the ¢itizenship
verificaticn sourge. If the individual is not a verified United
States citizen, marking the individual's name in the official

registration list and in the poll list or signature pollbook to

indicate that the individual must vote by provisional ballot,

angd the reason whvy.,

Y Removing a provisional ballot indication for an
individual that hag been verified as a United States citizen, if

the database indicates that the onlvy reason the individual was

required to cast a provisional ballet was that the individual

was not verified as a United States citizen.

{3) The board of elections shall send a written notice to
each persern—individual that has been identified as not being a

verified United States citizen under division (A) of this

section, which shall inform the indiwvidual that the individual

must cast a provisiconal ballot until the applicant's citizenship

can be verjfied, instructing the peesen—individual either to
corfirn—thet—the—personr—sa-Urrted-States—ettdren—provide proof

cf citizenship to the board of elections of the countv in which

the individual resides or to submit a completed voter
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registration cancellation form to the—seeretary—eof—atate board.

£
=

The sceretary atake—-phoard shall include a blank voter

registration cancellation form with the notice, as well as an

information sheet, as prescribed by the secretaryv of state

explaining why the individual has not been verified as a United

States citizen, and what steps the individual can take to be

verified as a United States citizen, The information sheet shall

include all of the following information:

(a) Proof of United States citizenship can be provided to

the board of elections anv time before an election, and within

four davs after an election, and once the board verifies United

States citizenship, the board will remove the indication that

the individual must cast a provisional ballof, unless there are

other reasons the individual must cast a provisional ballot:

(b) Instructions on how to obtain evidence of United

States citizenship, such as a passport ox birth certificate, or

how to request a hearing before the board of elections to

establish United States citizenship under segtion 3503.012 of

the Revised Code, for individuals who believe the individual is

a United States citizen, but lacks evidence to verifv;

(c) Guidance on how to obtain a free state identification

card with verified United States citizenship status through the

bureau of motor vehicles;

(@' Information on how the board of elections' expanded

disabilitv and confined services program will accept evidence of

proof of citizenship;

(e} How to contact the board of electicns with questions:

{f) When conducting the first comprehensive gitizen review

of the statewide voter registration database after the effective
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date of this amendment, an additignal pamphlet prescribed by the

secretarv of state explaining whv the individual is receiving a

notice requesting proof of citizenship and why the additional

information is necessarv to provide secure and agcurate voter

rolls. =5

(4) If the individual provides proof of citizenship to the

board of elections, the bhoard promptlv shall record that fact,

and the evidence verifvirg United States citizenship, in the

individual's registration record, including the citizenship

verification source and the date the individual's citizenshiop

was verified, and notifyv the secretary of state. The beard shail

attempt to determine the authentigitv of the evidence of proct

of citizenship using information from the bureau of motor

vehicles or other sources under section 3503.151 of the Revised

Code, and if the board cannot verify that the individual is a

United States citizen, the board shall send a notice to the

individual, notifv the secretary of state, and refer the matter

to an appropriate prosecuting authority. IFf the board verifies

that the individual is a United States citizen, the board shall

proceed under division (B) of section 3503.201 of the Revised

Code.

(5} If the individual cancels the individual's voter

registration, the board promptlv shall notify the segretary of

state and refer the matter to an appropriate prosecuting

authority.

(C) If, within thirty davs after the first notice is sent

under division (B) of this section, the persem—individual fails

t £ P = 1 4= F=) SN ' 1 EV—— | EE P S AP Y
e o B e L T g o B S R e L I P75 8 ] e B S U g e
Atz ol I¥alk) LY = W PO 1 4o 2 F NP S P F P SR |
SIS eRe-—to oY — O Tir s T o e o e o LRl b A oy -3 = g 2

after—the—notiee—issent provide procf of citizenship to the
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board of elections or cancel the person's voter registration,

the seeretaryp—of-—state—poard prompily shall send the persorn—

individual a second notice and form.

+Er—-{D) (1) If-s—perseon—whe—tas—sent—, within thirty davs
after a second notice is sent under division 48+ (C) of this
section, the —individuyal fails to—respond—tothesecretary—of—
. E i Heed e E £ s

. . ) s : : ] ) .

et provide proof of citizenship to the board of elections or

cancel the individual's voter registration, the seesetaryp—ef—
seate—board shall refer the matter to the attormevygenersi—

secretary of state and the appropriate prosecuting authority for

further investigation and possible prosecution under section
3599.11, 3599.12, 3599.13, or any other applicable section of
the Revised Code. F&—

{(2) If, after the—thirtireth dayrafterthesecondrotice—as

sent secretary of state refers s person to the appropriate

prosecuting authority under division (D) (1) of this section, the

perso—-genda-—a—compreted—individual provides proof of
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citizenship to the board of elections or cancels the

individuzl's voter regiStrationﬂanubllutiuu form—to—Ehe

registered——te—ecafeel—thepersonts—registratien—and-—shall netify
the atrerrmey—gereret—secretarv of state and the prosecuting
authority cof—the—eanecetdatien that fact.

-
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Sec. 3503.153. (A} The statewide voter registration
database shall be made available on a web site of the ocffice of

the secretary of state as follows:

(1) Except as otherxwise provided in division (A) (2} of
this section, the following information from the statewide voter
registration database regarding a registered elector shall be

made available on the web site:
{a) The elector's name;
(b) The elector's birth date;
(c) The elector's current residence address;
(d} The elector's precinct number;

(2} The elector's voter registration date, as described in

division (C) (%) of section 3503.15 of the Revised Code;

(f) The elector's voting history, including the date of
g Y

gach election, the political partv for primarv elections, and

the type of ballot each elector casts as described in division

(C) (10) of section 3503.15 of the Revised Code;

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000050
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(g} The elector's last activity date, as described in

division (C) (11) of section 3503.15 of the Revised Code;

{n) Whether the elector was reguired to cast a provigional

pallot in the most recent election the elector voted in and the

reason the elector was reguired to cast a provisional ballot,

which mav include the following, but which shall be removed if

that ballot was subsequently counted under sectiop 35(5.183 of

the Revised Code;

{i) The acknowledgement notice under section 3503.152 of

the Revised Code was returned undeliverable.

{ii} The elector has nct provided verifiable proof of

United States citizenship,

(iii) The elector's driver's license number, state

identification number, or the last four digits of the elector's

social securitv number could not be verified or does ngt match

the number found in the records of the bureau cf motor vehicles

or the records from anv citizenship verification source.

{iv) The elector's residence address is not valid.

(i} Whether the elector registered to vote with a federal

or state form;

{4) Whether or not the elector has been verified as a

nited States gitizen and, if sco, the date the elector was

verified as a United States citizen under section 3503.201 of

the Revised Code, the evidence the elector used as proof of

citizenship, and the citizenship verification source.

(2) During the thirty days before the day ¢f a primary or
general election, the web site interface of the statewide voter

registration database shall permit an elector to search for the
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polling locaticn at which that electer may cast a ballot.

(3) No information in the statewide voter registration
database that is exempt from disclosure under division (&) {2) of
section 3503.13 of the Revised Code shall be made available on

the web site.

(4) The web site shall have the contact information for

all boards of elections in this state, as well as information on

how to verifv citizenship for the purposes of voter registration

and information about actions that may be taken to remove a

provisional ballot indication and cast a regular ballot instead

of a provisicnal ballot.

(B) (1)} The secretary of state shall establish, by rule
adopted under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, a process for
boards of elections to notify the secretary of state of changes
in the locations of precinct polling places for the purpose of
updating the infeormation made available on the secretary of
atate's web site under division (A) (2) of this section. Those
rules shall require a board of elections, during the thirty days
before the day of a primary or general election, tc notify the
secretary of state within one business day of any change to the

location of a precinct polling place within the county.

(2) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or
general election, not later than one business day after
receiving a notification from a county pursuant to division (B)
{1} of this section that the location of a precinct polling
place has changed, the secretary of state shall update that
information on the secretary of state's web site for the purpose

of division (A) (2) of this section.

Sec. 3503.16. {A) Except as otherwise provided in division
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() of section 111.44 of the Revised Code, whenever a registered
elector changes the place of residence of that registered
elector from one precinct to another within a county or from one
county to another, or has a change of name, that registered
elector shall report the change by delivering a change of
residence or change of name form, whichever is appropriate, as
prescribed by the secretary of state under section 3503.14 of
the Revised Code Lo the state or local office of a designated
agency, a public high school or vocational school, a public
library, the office of the county treasurer, the office of the
secretary of state, any coffice of the registrar or deputy
registrar of mctor vehicles, or any office of a board of
elections in person or by a third person. Any voter
registration, change of address, or change of name application,
returned by mail, may be sent only to the secretary of state or

the board of elections.

A registered elector also may update the registration of
that registered elector by filing a change of residence or
change of name form on the day of a special, primary, or general
election at the polling place in the precinct in which that
registered elector resides or at the board of elections or at

another site designated by the board.
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2% (B} Any registered elector who moves frem-emre—preeinst—
fo—amebher—within a county, does not move but changes the

elector's name, or moves freom—erme—precinet—teo—erother-within a

county and changes the name of that registered elector con or

prior to the day of a general, primary, or special election and
has not filed a notice of change of residence or change of name,
whichever is appropriate, with the board of elections may vote
in that election if that registered elector complies with

division (G) of this sectien or does all of the following:

4=+—(1) Appears at amybtime—any time during regular
business hours on or after the twenty-eighth day prior to the
election in which that registered elector wishes to vote or, if
the election is held on the day of a presidential primary
election, the twenty-fifth day prior to the election, through
noon of the Saturday prior to the election at the office of the
board of elections, appears at any time during regular business
hours on the Monday prior to the election at the office of the
board of elections, or appears on the day of the election at

either of the following locations:
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43— (3} The polling place for the precinct in which that

registered elector resides;

4i33—(b) The office of the board cf elections or, if
pursuant to division (C)} of section 3501.10 of the Revised Ccde
the board has designated another lccation in the county at which
registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of

rhe office of the board of elections.

Hay—(2) Completes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot
envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence

or change of name, whichever is appropriate;

4ey—{3) Votes a provisional ballot under secticn 3505.181
of the Revised Code at the polling place, at the office of the
board of elections, or, if pursuant to division (L) cf section
3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated another
location in the county at which registered electors may vote, at
that other location instead of the office of the board of
elections, whichever is appropriate, using the address to which
that registered electer has moved or the name of that registered

elector as changed, whichever is appropriate;

+ey—(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election

falsification, a statement attesting that that registered
elector moved or had a change of name, whichever is appropriate,
on or priocr to the day of the election, has voted a provisional
ballot at the polliing place for the precinct in which that
registered elector resides, at the office of the board of
elections, or, if pursuant to division (C} of section 3501.10 of
the Revised Code the board has designated another location in
the county at which registered electors may vote, at that other

iocation instead of the office of the board of elections,
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whichever is appropriate, and will not vote or attempt to vote

at any other location for that particular election.

(C} Any registered elector who moves from one county to
another county within the state on or prior to the day of a
general, primary, or special election and has nolt registered to
vote in the county to which that registered elector moved may
vote in that election if that registered elector complies with

division {(G) of this section or does all of the following:

(1) Appears at any time during regular business hours on
or after the twenty-eighth day prior to the election in which
that registered elector wishes to vote or, if the election is
held on the day of a presidential primary election, the twenty-
fifth day prior to the election, through noon of the Saturday
prior to the election at the office of the board of elections
or, 1f pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the
Revised Code the board has designated ancther location in the
county at which registered electors may vote, at that other
iocation instead of the office of the board of elections,
appears during regular business hours on the Monday prior to the
election at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant
to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board
has designated another location in the county at which
registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of
the office of the board of elections, or appears on the day of
the election at the office of the board of elections oy, if
pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code
the board has designated another locaticn in the county at which
registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of

the office of the board of elections;

(2) Completes and signs, under penalty of election
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falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot

envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence;

{3) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of
the Revised Code at the office of the board of elections or, if
oursuant to division {(C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code
the board has designated another location in the county at which
registered electors may vote, at that olher location instead of
the office of the board of elections, using the address to which

that registered elector has moved;

(4} Completes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, a statement attesting that that registered
elector has moved from one county to another county within the
state on or prior to the day of the electicon, has voted at the
office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to division (C)
of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated
ancther location i1n the county at which registered electors may
vote, at that other location instead of the cffice of the board
of elections, and will not vote or attempt to wvote at any other

location for that particular election.

(D) A person who votes by absent voter's ballots pursuant
to division (G) of this section shall not make written
application for the kallots pursuant tc Chapter 3509. of the
Revised Code. Ballots cast pursuant to division (G} of this
section shzll be set aside in a special envelope and counted
during the official canvass of vctes in the manner provided for
in sections 3505.32 and 3508.06 of the Revised Code insofar as
that manner is applicable. The board shall examine the pollbooks
te verify that nc ballot was cast at the polls or by absent
voter's ballots under Chapter 3509. or 353il. of the Revised Code

by an elector whe has voted by absent voter's ballots pursuant
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to division {(G) of this section. Any ballot determined to be
insufficient for any of the reasons stated above or stated in

section 3509.07 of the Revised Code shall not be counted.

Subject to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised
Code, a board of elections may lease or otherwise acquire a site
different from the office of the board at which registered
electors may vote pursuarnt to division (B) or (C} of this

section.

(E) Upon receiving a nctice cf change of residence or

change of name, the board of elections shall—immediately—send—

regisbretien process 1t in accordance with section 3503.201 of

the Revised Code.

(F) Change of residence and change of name forms shall be
availablie at each polling place, and when these forms are
completed, noting changes of residence or name, as appropriate,
they shall be filed with election officials at the polling
place. Election officials shall return completed forms, together

with the pollbooks and tally sheets, to the board of elections.

The board of elections shall provide change of residence
and change of name forms to the probate court and court of
common pleas. The court shall provide the forms to any person
eighteen years of age or ¢lder who has a change of name by order
of the court or who applies for a marriage license. The court

shall forward zll completed forms to the board of elections

Page 55

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000058

1558
1560
1561

1562
1563
1564
1565
1566

1367
1568
1569
1570
1571
1572
1573
1574
1575
1576

1577
1578
1578
1580
1581
1582

1583
1584
1585
1586
1587
1588



Sub. H. B. No. 552
I_135_2466-5

within five days after receiving them.

(G) A registered elector who otherwise would gqualify to
vote under division (B} or (C) of this section but is unable to
appear at the office of the board of electicns or, if pursuant
to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board
has designated ancther location in the county at which
registered electors may vote, at that other location, on account
of personal illness, physical disability, or infirmity, may vote
on the day of the election if that registered elector does all

of the following:

(1) Makes a written application on a form prescribed by
the secretary of state that includes all of the information
required under section 3505%.03 of the Revised Code to the
appropriate board for an absent voter's ballot on or after the
twenty-seventh day prior to the election in which the registered
elector wishes to vote through the close of business on the
seventh day prior to that election and regquests that the absent
voter's ballot be sent to the address to which the registered
elector has moved if the registered elector has moved, or to the
address of that registered elector who has not moved but has had

a change of name;

(2) Declares that the registered elector has moved or had
a change of name, whichever is appropriate, and otherwise is
qualified to vote under the circumstances descriked in division
(B) or (C) of this section, whichever is appropriate, but that
the registered elector is unable to appear at the board of
elections because of personal illness, physical disakility, or

infirmity;

{3) Completes and returns along with the completed absent

voter's ballot a notice of change of residence indicating the
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address to which the registered elector has moved, or a notice

of change of name, whichever is appropriate;

{4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, a statement attesting that the registered elector
has moved or had a change of name on or prior to the day before
the election, has voted by absent voter's ballot because of
personal illness, physical disability, or infirmity that
prevented the registered elector from appearing at the board of
elections, and will not vote or attempt to vote at any other
location or by absent voter's ballot mailled to any other

location or address for that particular election.

Sec. 3503.19. (A) Persons qualified to register or to
change their registration because of a change of address or
change of name may register or change their registration in
person at any state or local office of a designated agency, at
the office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, at a public high school or vocational school, at a
public library, at the office of a county treasurer, or at a
branch office established by the board of elections, or in
person, through another person, or by mail at the office of the
secretary of state or at the office of a board of electicns. A
registered elector may alsc change the elector's registration on
election day at any pelling place where the elector is eligible
£o vote, in the manner provided under section 3503.16 of the

Revised Code.

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the
office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, a public high school or vocational scheol, a public
library, or the office of a county treasurer shall transmit any

voter registration application or change of registration form
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that it receives to the board of elections of the county in
which the state or local office is located, within five days
after receiving the voter registration application or change of

registration form.

An otherwise valid voter registration application that is
returned to the approprizte cffice other than by mail must be
received by a state or local office of a designated agency, the
office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, a public high school or vocaticnal school, a public
library, the office of a county treasurer, the office of the
secretary of state, or the office of a board of elections no
later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or
general election for the person to gualify as an elector
eligible to vote at that election. An otherwise wvalid
registration application received after that day entitles the

elector to vote at all subsequent electicons.

Any state or local office cf a designated agency, the
office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public
library, or the office of a county treasurer shall date stamp a
registration application or change of name or change of address
form it receives using a date stamp that does not disclose the
identity of the state or local office that receives the

registraticn.

Voter registration applications, 1f otherwise wvalid, that
are returned by mail to the office of the secretary of state or
to the office of a board of elections must be postmarked no
later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or

general election in order for the person to qualify as an

elector eligible to vote at that election. If an cotherwise valid
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voter registration application that is returned by mail does not
bear a postmark or z legible postmark, the registration shall be
valid for that election if received by the office of the
secretary of state or the office of a board of elsctions no
iater than twenty-five days preceding any special, primary, or

general election.

(B) (1) Any person may apply in person, by telephone, by
mail, or through another person for voter registration forms to
the office of the secretary of state or the office of a board cf
elections. An individual who is eligible to vote as a uniformed
services voter or an overseas voter in accordance with 42 U.S.C.
1973ff-6 also may apply for voter registration forms by
electronic means to the office of the secretary cf state or to
the board of elections of the county in which the person's
voting residence is located pursuant to section 3503.181 of the

Revised Code.

(2) (a) An applicant may return the applicant's completed
registration form in person or by mail to any state or local
office of a designated agency, to a public high schocl or
vocational school, to a public library, to the office of a
county treasurer, to the office of the sécretary of state, or to
the office of a board of elections. An applicant who is eligible
to vote as a uniformed services voter or an overseas voter in
accordance with 42 U.5.C. 1973ff-6 also may return the
applicant's completed voter registration form electronically to
the office of the secretary of state or to the board of
elections of the county in which the person's voting residence

is located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the Revised Code.

(b) Subject to division (B) (2) (c) of this section, an

applicant may return the applicant's completed registration form
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through another person to any board of elections or the office

of the secretary of state.

(¢} A person who receives compensation for registering a

voter shall return any registration form entrusted to that

person by an applicant to any board of eslections or to the

office of the secretary of state.

{d) If a board of elections or the office of the secretary

of state receives a registration form under division (B) (2) (b)

or {(¢) of this section before the thirtieth day before an

election, the board or the office of the secretary of state, as

applicable, shall forward the registration teo the board of

elections of the county in which the applicant is seeking to

register to vote within ten days after receiving the

application. TIf a board of elections or the office of the

secretary of state receives a registration form under division

(B) (2)Y {&) or (c) of this section on or after the thirtieth day

before an election, the board or the office of the secretary of

state, as applicable, shall forward the registration to the

board of elections of the county in which the applicant is

seeking to register to vote within thirty days after that

election.

443 {C) A board of elections that receives a voter

registration application sad—is-sabisficed—as—to—the—troth—ef—the
astatements—made—in—the—registrabion—Ffermshall register—the—
Fopieant-rot—tater—than—twentybusiness—days—after—recedving—
process the applicationy—entess—that—applicationr—is—recetved—

eteetitenr in accordance with section 3503.201 of the Revised

Code. The—Pourd-shatl-prompEly—rrotify—the—apptieant—a—weiting—

erfegrah-—oftire—fot o iag
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Sec. 3503.201. {(A) When the board of elections receives a 1778
voter registration application ox a notice of change of address 1779
or change of name that is compleie, the board shall verify 1780
whether the applicant is a United States citizen by doing one of 1781
the following: 1782
(1) _If the applicant has provided the number ¢f the 1783
applicant's Ohio driver's license oxr state identification card 1784
or if the applicant's voter registraticn record already contains 1785
that number, confirming, using information obitained from the 1786
bureau of motor vehicies or from gther sources under section 1787
3503.151 of the Revised Code, thaf the applicant has submitted 1788
documentation to the bureau that indicates that the applicant is 1789
g United States citizen. 1790
(2) If the applicant has provided the last four digits of 1791

the applicant's social security number, confirming, vsing 1792
information obtained from any source listed in division (FF) of 1793
section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, that indicates the 1794
applicant is a United States citizen. 1795
(3) Determining that the applicant's existing voter 1796
registration record obtained from the statewide voter 1797
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registration database indicates that a board of elegtions has

previousgly verified the applicant as 3 United States citizen,

(B) (1) Tf the board is able to verifyv the applicant's

United States citizenship under division {A){1) of this section,

the application is complete, and the board is satisfied as to

the truth of the statements made in the registration form, the

board shall register the applicant or update the applicant's

registration and shalil indicate whether the applicant registered

using a federal or state voter registration form, the evidence

used as proof of citizenship, the citizenship verification

source, and the date on which the applicant's citizenship was

verified, and shall, 3if applicable, remove anv _indicatjions that

the applicant must cast a provisional ballot as long_as ng other

reasons exist that the applicani must cast a provisional ballot,

not later than twenty business days after receiving the

application, unless that application is received during the

thirty davs immediately preceding the dav of an zlection, and

prometly shall send the applicant an acknowledgment notice.

(2) The acknowledament notice shall include all of the

following information:

{(a) The fact that the elector has been redistered to vote

or has had the elector's reqgistration updated, as sppiicable;

(b} The precinct in which the elector is to vote;

{¢) In bold type as follows:

"Voters must bring photo identification te the polls in

order to verifv identity. Voters who do not provide photo

identification will still be able to vote by casting a

provisional ballot. If a voter recently became a United States

citizen, the voter must provide the voter's naturalization
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certificate tg the bureau of motor vehicles and have the voter's

driver's licenge por state identification updated in order to

cast a regular ballot. Otherwise, the voier musi present a

current and valid United States passport or passport card, or a

United States militarv identification card, Ohio national guard

identification card, or United States department of vetberans
affairs identification card. Failure to update driver's license
or state identification, or to present anv of the jdentification

listed above, may result in a recuirement to vote

provisionally."

{3) The board promptly shall send the ackncwledament

notice bv_nonforwardable mail. If the acknewledgment notice is

returned to the board as undeliverable, it shall investigate and

cause the acknowledgment notice to be delivered to the correct

address.

(4) Tf, after investigating as required under divisiocn (B}

(3) of this segtion, the board is unable to verifyv the elector's

correct address, it shall proceed under section 3503.202 of the

Revised Code.

{C) If the board is unable to verify the applicant's

United States citizenship under division (AY of this section or

if the application ig otherwise inconmplete, the board promptly

shall proceed under divisions (BY(2), (BY(3), (C), and (D) of

sgction 3503.152 of the Revised Code.

(DY _If the board determines that the aprlicant appears not

Lo be eligible to voie, the board shall redject the form and

refer the matter to the prosecuting atitorney of the countvy for

investigation.

Sec. 3503.202. (A) When either of the following occurs,.
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the board of elections shall send the elector a confirmation

notice and shall mark the elector's name in the official

registration list and in the pell 1list or signature pollbook to

indicate that the elector must vote by provisional ballot, and

the reason whv:

(1} The board determines that it is unable tg verify an
elector's residence address, as described in division (B) (4) of
section 3503.20]1 of the Revised Code.

{(2) {(a) _The board receives_ a report from the secretarv of

state under division (E) of section 3503.151 of the Revised Code

indicating that the board must verify the elector's Chio

driver's license or state identification card number, the last

four digits of the elector's social securitv number, or the

electeor's residence address.

{b} The board shall not follow the procedures of division

{A) (2) (a) of this sectior on the basis that an elector appears

in a report indicating that the board must verifv the elector's

regsidence addressg if it is apparent to the board that the

elector is a particivant in the address confidentiality program
described in sections 111.43 to 111.99 of the Revised Code or is

a designated public service worker as described in sectiocon

145.43 of the Revised Code.

(c) Upon receiving notice in a subseguent repori under

division (M {(2){a) of this section that an elector's residence

address in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles has been

updated to match the elector's residence address in the voter
registration record, the bearxrd shall remgve the indication that
the elector must vote by provisional baliot for that reascon and

shall remove the indication that the elector must veote by

provisional ballot if no other reasons exist _that require the
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elector te cast a provisional ballot, 1886

(BY {1} If the beoard must verifyv an elector's residence 1887
address, and the elector provides a wvalid residence address to 1888
the board before the elector next appears to vokte, the board 1889
shall correct the elecltor's registration, if needed, and shall 1890
remove the indication that the elector must vote by provisional 1891
ballot for that reason and shall remove the indication that the 1892
elector must wvote by provisional baliot if no other reasons 1893
exist that require the elector to cast a provisgional ballot. 1894

(2} If the board must verifyv an elector's Ohic driver's 1895
license oy state identification card number or the last four 1896
digits ¢f the elector's social security number, and the elector 1897
provides at least one of the following to the board before the 1898
elector next appears to vote, the board shall correct the 1889
elector's registration, if needed, and shall remove the 1500
indication that the elector must vote by provisional ballot for 1501
that reason and shall remove the indication that the elector 1902
must wvote by provisional ballot if no other reasons exigt that 1903
reguire the elector fo cast a provisional ballot: 1204

() An Ohio driver's license or state identification card 1905
number that exists in the records of the bureau of motor 1906
vehicles and is associated with the elector's first name, last 1907
name, and date of birth, as confirmed bv the secretary of state; 1908

(b) The last four digits of a social security number that 15809
exists in the records of the United States socgial security 1510
administration and is associated with the elector's first name, 1911
last name, and date of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of 1912
state; 1913

{c) A correction to the elector's first name, last name, 1914

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000069



Sub. H. B. No. 552
1_135_2466-5

or date of birth in the elector's registration record such that

the number in the elector's registration record meets the

requirements of division (B} (2} (a) or (b)Y of this section, as

applicable, asg confirmed by the secretary of state.

{CY {1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B} of

this section, at any election at which the elector appears to

vote, the elector shall vote by provisional ballot under secticgn

3505.181 of the Revised Code.

{2) TIf the board must verifv the elector's Chio driver's

license or state identification card number or the lasi four

digits of the elector's social security number, then in order

for the ejector's provisional baliot to be eligible to be

counted, in addition teo meeting all gther reguirements degscribed
in division {B)Y {3} of section 3505.183 of the Revisged Code, the

elector shall provide at least one of the following on the

provisional ballot affirmaticon or shall appear in person _at the

office of the board within four dayvs after the day of the

election and provide at least one of the following:

(a} An Ohio driver's iicense or state identification gard

that exists in the recoxds of the bureau of moior vehicles and

is associated with the elector's first name, last name, and date

of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of state;

(b} The last four digits of a social security number that

exlsts in the records of the United States social security

adnministration and_is associated with the elector’'s first name,

last name, and date of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of

state;

{¢c) A correction to the elegctor’s first name, last _name,

or date of birth in the elector's registraticon record such that
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the number in the elector's registration record meets the

reguirements of division (C){2)(a} or (b} of this section, as

applicable, as confirmed by the secretary of state.

(3) If no reason exists for an elector to vote by

provisional ballot, the elector's provisional ballot is counted

pursuant to division {(B){3) of section 3505.183 of the Revised

Code and, if applicable, pursuant to this section, the board
shall correct the elector's registration, if needed, and shalil

remgve the indication that the elector must vote by provisional
ballot.

(4) Tf the provisional ballot is not counted pursuant to

division (BY () {(a){i), (W), or (vi) of secticon 3505.183 of the

Revised Code gr, if applicable, pursuant to this section and
gection 3503.201 of the Revised Code, or if the beard cannot

verify that the elector is a United States citizen, the board

shall_cangel the elector's registration and shall notify the
elector by United States mail of the cancellation. The notice
shall inform the elector that the elector may again register to

vote if the elector is eligible to dg so. If the elegtor's

registration was cancelied because of failure to verifv United
States citizenship, the board shall notify the appropriate

prosecuting authority and the secretary of state.

Sec. 3503.21. (A) The registratijon of a registered elector

shall be canceled upon the occurrence of any of the following:

(1) The filing by a registered elector of a written
request with a board of elections or the secretary cf state, on
a form prescribed by the secretary of state and signed by the
elector, that the registraticon be canceled. The filing of such a
request does not prohibit an otherwise qualified elector from

reregistering to vote at any time.
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{2) The filing of a notice of the death of a registered

elector as provided in section 3503.18 of the Revised Code;

{3) The filing with the board of elections of a certified
copy of the death certificate of a registered elector by the
deceased elector’'s sgpouse, parent, or child, by the
adreinistrator of the deceased elector's estate, or by the

executor of the deceased elector's will;

(4) The conviction of the registered elactor of a felony
under the laws of this state, any other state, or the United

States as provided in section 2961.01 of the Revised Code;

(5) The adjudication ¢f incompetency of the registered
elector for the purpcse of voting as provided in section

5122.301 of the Revised Code;

{6) The change of residence of the registered elector te a
location outside the county of registration in accordance with

division (B) of this section;

(7) The failure of the registered elector, after having
been mailed a confirmation notice, to do either of the

following:

{a2) Respond to such a notice and vote at least once during
a period of four consecutive years, which period shall include

two general federal elections;

{b) Update the elector's registration and vote at least
once during a period of four consecutive years, which period

shall include twoe general federal elections.

(8) The receipt by the becard of elections of a
cancellation notice or request pursuant to section 111.44 of the

Revised Code.
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(B) (1) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures
to identify and cancel the registration in a prior county of
residence of any registrant who changes the registrant's voting
residence to a location outside the registrant's current county
of registration. Any procedures prescribed in this division
shall be uniform and nondiscriminatory, and shall comply with
the Voting Rights Act of 1865. The secretary of state may
prescribe procedures under this division that include the use of
the national change of address service provided by the United
States postal system through its licensees. Any program so
prescribed shall be completed not later than ninety days prior
to the date of any primary or general election for federal

office.

(2) The registration of any elector identiified as having
changed the elector's voting residence to a location outside the
elector's current cocunty of registration shall not be canceled
unless the registrant is sent a confirmation notice on a form
prescribed by the secretary of state and the registrant fails to
respond to the confirmation notice or otherwise update the
registration and fails to vote in any election during the period
of two federal elections subsegquent to the mailing of the

confirmation netice.

(C) The registration of a registered elector shall not be
canceled except as provided in this section, section 111.44 of
the Revised Code, division (Q) of section 3501.05 ¢f the Revised
Code, divisicn -4&83r2r—{C)} (4) of section 3585-35-3503.202 of the
Revised Code, or division (C) of section 3503.24 of the Revised

Code.

{D) Becards of elections shall send their voter

registration information to the secretary of state as required
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under section 3503.15 ¢f the Revised Code., The secretary of
state may prescribe by rule adepted pursuant to section 111.15
of the Revised Code the format in which the boards of elections
must send that information to the secretary of state. In the
first quarter of each year, the secretary of state shail send
the information to the national change of address service
described in division (B) of this section and reguest that
service to provide the secretary of state with a list of any
veters sent by the secretary of state who have moved within the
last twelve months. The secretary of state shall transmit to
each appropriate board of elections whatever lists the secretary
of state receives from that service. The board shall send a
notice to each person on the list transmitted by the secretary
of state requesting confirmation of the person's change of
address, together with a postage prepaid, preaddressed return
envelope centaining a form on which the voter may verify or

correct the change of address information.

(E) The registration of a registered elector describked in
division (A) (7)) or (B) {2} of this section shall be canceled not
later than one hundred twenty days after the date of the second
general federal election in which the elector fails to vote or
not later than one hundred twenty days after the expiration of
the four-year period in which the elector fails to vote or

respond to a confirmation notice, whichever 1is later.

(F) {1} When a registration is canceled pursuant to
division {A) {2) or (3} of this section, the applicable board of
elections shall send a written notice, on a form prescribed by
the secretary of state, to the address at which the elector was
registered, informing the recipient that the elector's
registration has been canceled, of the reason for the

cancellation, and that if the cancellation was made in error,
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the electeor may contact the board of elections to correct the

erxroxr.

(2) If the elector's registration is canceled pursuant to
divisicn (A) (2) or (3} of this section in error, it shall be

restored and treated as though it were never cancsled.

Sec. 3505.181. (A) a1l of the folliowing individuals shall

be permitted to cast a provisional ballot at an election:

{1) An individual who declares that the individual is a
registered voter in the precinct in which the individual desires
to vote and that the individual is eligible to vete in an
election, but the name of the individual does not appear on the
official list cf eligiblie voters for the precinct or an election

official asserts that the individual is not eligible to vote;

(2} An individual who does nct have or is unable to

provide photo identification to the election officials;

(3} An individual whose name in the poll list or signature
pollbook has been marked under section 3509.09 or 351i1.13 of the
Revised Code as having requested an absent voter's ballot or a
uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballet for that

election and who appears to volte at the polling place;

name in the official registration list and in the poll list or

signature pollbook has been marked under d&#visten—tEtEp—of—
section #583++9-3503.202 of the Revised Code;

{5) An individual who has been successfully challenged

under section 3505.20 or 3513.20 of the Revised Code:;

(6} An individual who ehanges—the—irrddviduetls—name—ard—
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individual's namey oOr moves frem—epe—sourby—te—amothoex—within

the states and completes and signs the required forms and

atatements under division (B) cor (C) of section 32503.16 of the

Revised Code;

(7) An individual whose signature, in the opinion of the
precinct officers under section 3505.22 of the Revised Code, is
not that of the person who signed that name in the registration

forms;

(8) An individual whose United States citizenship has not

been verified by the board of elections under Chapter 3503. of

the Revised Code.

(B) An individual who is eligible to cast a provisional
ballot under division (A) of this section shall be permitted to

cast a provisional ballot as follows:

(1) An election official at the polling place shall notify
the individual that the individual may cast a provisional ballot

in that election.

{2) Exceplt as otherwise provided in division (F) of this
section, the individual shall complete and execute a written
affirmation before an election official at the polling place

stating that the individual is both of the following:

{(a) A registered voter in the precinct in which the

individual desires to vote;

{b) Eligible to vote in that election.
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{3) An election cfficial at the polling place shall
transmit the ballot cast by the individual and the voter
information contained in the written affirmation executed by the
individual under division {B) (2} of this section to an
appropriate local election cfficial for verification under

division (B) {4) of this section.

(4) If the appropriate local election official to whom the
ballot or voter cor address information is transmitted under
division (B} (3) of this section determines that the individual
is eligible to vote, the individual's provisional ballot shall

be counted as a vote in that election.

(5) {(a) At the time thalt an individual casts a provisional
ballot, the appropriate local election official shall give the
individual written information that states that any individual
who casts a provisional ballot will be able to ascertain under
the system established under division (B} (5} (k) of this section
whether the vote was counted, and, if the vote was not counted,

the reason that the vote was not counted.

() The appropriate state orxr local election official shalil
establish a free access system, in the form of a toll-free
telephone number, that any indiwvidual who casts a provisional
ballot may access to dilscover whether the vote of that
individual was counted, and, if the vote was not counted, the
reason that the vote was not counted. The free access system
established under this division also shall provide to an
individual whose provisional ballot was not counted information
explaining how that individual may contact the board of
elections to register to vote or to resolve problems with the

individual's voter registration.

The appropriate state or local election official shall
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estaklish and maintain reascnable procedures necessary to
protect the security, confidentiality, and integrity of personal
information collected, stored, or otherwise used by the free
access system established under this division. The system shall
permit an individual only to gain access to information about

the individual's own provisicral ballot.

{6) If, at the time that an individual casts a provisional
ballot, the individual provides photo identification, the
individual shall record the type of identificaticn provided on
the provisional kallot affirmation and, if the individual
provides an Ohio driver’s license, state identification card, or
interim identification document, the individual also shall write
the individual's driver's license or state identification card

number on the provisional ballot affirmation.

{7) (a) For a provisional ballot to be eligible to be
counted when it is cast by an individual who does not have photo
identification because the individual has a religicus objection
to being photographed, the individual shall complete an
affidavit of religious cbjection under section 3505.19 of the
Revised Code. The election cfficials shall attach the affidavit
to the individual's provisional ballot envelope. If the
individual does not complete the affidavit at the time of
casting the provisional ballot, the individual may appear at the
office of the hoard of elections within four days after the day

of the election and complete the affidavit.

{b) For a provisional ballot to be eligible to be counted
when 1t 1s cast by any other individual who does not have or is
unable to provide photo identification to the election
officials, the individual who cast that ballot, within four days

after the day of the election, shall appear at the office of the
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board of elections and provide photo identification.

(8) For a provisional ballot cast by an individual who has
been successfully challenged under section 3505.20 cf the
Revised Code to be eligible to be counted, the individual who
cast that ballot, within four days after the day of that
election, shall provide to the board of elections any
identification or other documentation required tc be provided by
the applicable challenge guestions asked of that individual
under section 35345.20 of the Revised Code.

(9) For a provigicnal ballet to be eligible tg be counted

whep it is cast bv an individual who has not been verified as a
United States citizen, the individual shall submit prgof cf

citizenship to the beoard of elections with the individual's

provisional ballet or within four davs after the day of the

election, and the board shall verify whether the individual is a

United States citizen.

(CY (1) If an individual declares that the individual is
eligible to vote in a precinct other than the precinct in which
the individual desires to vote, or 1f, upon review of the
precinct voting location guide using the residential street
address provided by the individual, an election official at the
precinct at which the individual desires to vote determines that
the individual is not eligible to vote in that precincit, the
election official shall direct the individual te the precinct
and poliing place in which the individual appears to be eligible
te vote, explain that the individual may cast a provisional
ballot at the current lecation but the ballot cr a portion of
the ballct will not be counted if it isg cast in the wrong
precinct, and provide the telephene number of the board of

elections in case the individual has additional questions.
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{2) If the individual refuses to travel to the correct
precinct or to the office of the board of elections te cast a
pallot, the individual shall ke permitted to vote a provisional
ballot at that precinct in accordance with division (B) of this
secticn. If the individuzl is in the correct pelling location
for the precinct in which the individual is registered and
eligible to vote, the election official shall complete and sign,
under penalty of election falsification, a form that includes
all of the fecllowing, and attach the form to the individual's

provisional ballot affirmation:

(a) The name or number of the individual's correct

precinct;

(b)) A statement that the election official instructed the

individual to travel to the cerrect precinct to vote;

(c) A statement that the election official informed the
individual that casting a provisional ballot in the wrong
precinct would result in all or a portion of the votes on the

ballect being rejected;

(d) The name or number of the precinct in which the

individual is casting a provisional ballot; and

(e) The name of the polling lecaticn in which the

individuzl is casting a provisional ballot,

(D) The approepriate local electicn official shall cause
voting information to be publicly posted at each polling place

on the day of each election,

(EY As used in this section and sections 3505.182 and

3505.183 of the Revised Code:

(1) "Precinct voting location guide" means either of the
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fellowing:

{a) An electronic or paper record that lists the correct
precinct and polling place for either each specific residential
street address in the county or the range of residential street

addresses located in each neighborhood block in the county;

{b) Any other method that a board of elections creates
that allows a precinct election official or any elector who is
at a polling place in that county to determine the correct
precinct and polling place of any qualified elector who resides

in the ccunty.
(2) "Voting information"™ means all of the following:

(a) A sample version ¢f the ballot that will be used for

that election;

(b} Information regarding the date of the election and the

hours during which pelling places will be open;

(c) Instructions on how to wvote, including how to cast a

vote and how to cast a provisional ballot;

(d) Instructions for mail-in registrants and first-time

voters under applicable federal and state laws;

{(e) General information on voting rights under applicable
federal and state laws, including information on the right of an
individual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on how
to contact the appropriate officials if these rights are alleged

to have been violated;

{f) General information on federal and state laws
regarding prohibitions zgainst acts of fraud and

misrepresentation.
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(F) Nothing in this section or section 3505.3183 of the
Revised Code is in derogation of section 3505.24 of the Revised
Code, which permits a blind, disabled, or illiterate elector o
receive assistance in the marking of the elector's ballot by two
precinct election officials of different political parties. A
blind, disabled, or illiterate elector may receive assistance in
marking that elector's provisional ballot and in completing the
required affirmation in the same manner as an elector may

receive assistance on the day of an election under that section.

Sec. 3505.182. Each individual who casts a provisional
ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code shall execute
a written affirmation. The form of the written affirmation shali
be printed upon the face of the provisicnal ballot envelope and

shall be as fcllows:
"Provisional Ballot Affirmation

{A) Clearly print your full name:

(B) Write your date of birth:

{(C) {1) Write your current address:

(2) Have you moved without updating your voter

registration?:

Yes No

I1f yes, write your former address:

Failure to provide your former address will not cause your

provisional ballet to be rejected.

(D} (1) You must show photo identification te the election
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official that includes your name and photograph and is not

expired. Check the type of photo identification you provided:

An Chio driver's license or state identification
card or an interim identification form issued by the Bureau of
Motor Vehicles. If you showed your Ohio driver's license or
state identification card or an interim identification form,
write your full driver's license or state identification card

number:

A United States passport or passport card;

A United States military identification card, Chio
national guard identification card, or United States department

of veterans affairs identification card.

(2y If you do not have photo identification because you
have a religious objection to being photographned, complete an
affidavit of religious objection. The precinct election official

will attach it to the provisional balloct envelope.

(3) If you did not show photo identification to the
election official or complete an affidavit of religious
objection, you musit appear at the office of the board of
elections during the four days after the election and provide
photo identification or complete an affidavit of religious

objection for your vote to be eligible to be counted.

{4) ¥ Complete this section if you need to update your

voter registrationy—yet—mey—provide—additiomat—informatiorn—

ey = SRS S & = 2 el . s = vy

purpeses _or if vou need to verifv the jdentification vou used to

register to vote.

Write your full Ohio driver's license or state

identification card number, which zlso serves as proof of
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citizenship if vou have submitted documentation to the bureau of

motor vehicles indicating that vou are a United States citizen:

OR

Write the last four digits of your Social Security number:

and attach proof of citizenship to the ocutside

of this envelope., You are not required to attach oroof of

citizenship if vou have previously provided proof of citizenship

to a board of electicns in Ohio, and that proof of citizenship

has been verified.

"oroof of citizenship® means evidence that, when verified

as authentic, indicates that vou are a United States citizen, in

the form of one of the following: a copy of the front and back

of a current or expired Ohio driver's ligense, state

identification card, or interim identification form, if vou have

submitted documentation to the bureau of motor vehicles

indicating that vou are a United States citizen; a copy of a

birth certificate, certificatrion of report of birth, or consular

report of birth abroad;: a copv of the identification page of a

current or expired United States passport; a copy of the front

and back of a United States passpert card; or a copy cf a

certificate of naturalization or certificate of citizenship.

If the name on vour proecf of citizenship is different from

vour current legal name, yvou must aisc attach proof ¢f your

change of name, such as a legible copv of a marriage license Or

court order.

If vou are updating vour registration, vou have not

previously provided proof of citizenship to a board of

elections, and vou do not provide it when vou cast this baliot,
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vou must provide procf of citizenship to the board of elections

on or before the fourth dav followzing this election and the

board of elections must verify your United States citizenship in

order for vour ballct to be eligible to be counted.

(E) If your right to vote has been challenged, you must
provide any required additional informaticn to the board of
elections on or before the sewemth—fourth day following this

election.
(F} 8ign and date the following statement:

I sclemnly swear or affirm that I am a citizen of the
United States; that I will be at least 18 years cf age at the
time of the general election; that I have lived in this state

for 30 days immediately preceding this election in which I am

voting this ballot; that I am a registered voter in the precinct

in which I am voting this provisional ballot; and that I am
eligible to vote in the election in which I am voting this

provisional ballot.

I understand that, if the information I provide on this
provisional ballet affirmation is not fully completed and
correct, if the board of elections determines that I am not
registered to vote, a resident of this precinct, or eligible to
vote in this election, or if the board of elections determines
that I have already voted in this election, my provisional
ballot will not be counted. I understand that, if I am not
currently registered to vote or if I am not registered at my
current address or under my current name, this fcrm will serve
as an application to register to vote or update my registration
for future elections, as long as I provide all of the
information required to register to vote or update my

registration. I further understand that knowingly providing
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false information is a violation of law and subjects me to

possible criminal prosecution.

T hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,
that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my

knowledge and belief.

Signature of Voter

Date

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A
FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE."

In addition to any information required to be included con
the written affirmation, an individual casting a provisional
ballot may provide additional informaticon to the election
official to assist the board of elections in determining the
individual's eligibility to vote in that election, including the
date and location at which the individual registered to vote, if

known.

If the individual provided all of the information required
under section 3503.14 of the Revised Code to register to vote or
to update the individual's registration cn the provisional
ballot affirmaticn, the becard of elections shall consider the
individual's provisional ballot affirmation to also serve as &
notice of change of name, change of residence, or both, or as a
voter registration form, as applicable, for that individual only

for the purposes of future elections.

Sec. 3505.183. (A) When the ballot boxes are delivered to

the becard of elections from the precincts, the board shall
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separate the provisional ballot envelopes from the rest of the
ballcts. Teams of employees of the board consisting of cne
member of each major pelitical party shall place the sealed
provisional ballect envelopes in a secure location within the
cffice of the board. The sealed provisional ballof envelopes
shall remain in that secure location until the walidity of those
ballots is determined under division (B) of this section. While
the provisional ballot is stored in that secure lccation, and
prior to the counting of the provisional ballots, if the board
receives information regarding the wvalidity of a specific
provisional ballot under division (B) of this section, the board
may note, on the sealed provisional ballot envelope for that

ballot, whether the ballot is valid and entitled to be counted.

(B) (1) To determine whether a provisional ballct is wvalid
and entitled toc be counted, the board shall examine its records
and determine whether the individual who cast the provisional
ballet is registered and eligible to wvote in the applicable
election. The board shall examine the information contained in
the written affirmation executed by the individual who cast the
provisional ballot under division (B) (2} of section 3505.181 of
the Revised Code. The following information shall be included in
the written affirmation in order for the provisional ballot te

be eligible to be counted:

{a) The individual's printed name, signature, date of

birth, and current address;

(c) A statement that the individual is a registered voter

in the precinct in which the provisional bailot is being voted;

{c) A statement that the individual is eligible to vote in

the electien in which the provisicnal bkallot is being voted.
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(2) In addition to the information required to be included
in an affirmation under division (B) (1) of this section, in
determining whether a provisional ballot is wvalid and entitled
to be counted, the board also shall examine any additional
information for determining ballot wvalidity provided by the
provisional voter on the affirmation, provided by the
provisional voter to an election official under section 3505.182
of the Revised Code, or provided to the board of elections
during the four days after the day of the election under
Aiwiaten—BYtF—ee—t&—ef—section 3505.181 of the Revised Code,
toc assist the board in determining the individual's eligibility

to vote.

{3) If, in examining a provisional ballet affirmation and
additicnal information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of this
section and comparing the information required under division
{(8) {1) of this section with the individual's information in the
statewide voter registration database, the board determines that
all of the following apply, the provisional ballct envelope
shall be opened, and the ballot shall be placed in a ballot box

to be counted:

{a) The individual named on the affirmation is properly

registered to vote.

{b) The individual named on the affirmaticn is eligible to
cast a ballot in the precinct and for the electicn in which the

individual cast the provisional bkallot.

(¢} The individual provided all of the information
required under division (B} (1) of this section in the
affirmation that the individual executed at the time the

individual cast the provisional ballot.
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(d} Cne of the following applies:

(i) The individual provided photo identification at the
time of casting the provisional ballot or appeared at the cffice
of the board within four days after the day of the election and
provided photo identification. If the individual provided the
individual's Ohio driver's license or state identification card
or an interim identification form, the individual provided the
individual's driver's license number or state identification
card number and the number is not different from the
individual's driver's license number or state identification
card number contained in the statewide voter registraticn

database.

(i1) The individual completed an affidavit of religicus
objection under section 3505.19 cf the Revised Code at the time
of casting the provigional ballot or at the cffice of the board
within four days after the day of the election and the affidavit

is valid under that section.

(e} Except as otherwise provided in this division, the
month and day of the individual's date of birth are not
different from the day and month of the individual's date of

birth contained in the statewlide voter registration database.

this division does not apply to an individual's

provisional ballot if either—ef—thefeollewtag—is—truesr

L Ehe individnailed bt e ir k]

R, [ i oy 3 T u 1000
IJIT L%, o 3 WP o s ) = P § U().J.J.\.J.U.J.)' Ly L Now

Aiiy—The—the beoard of elections has found, by a vote of at
least three of its members, that the individual has met alil

other requirements of division (B) (3) of this section.

(£} The individual's current address is not different from
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the individual's address contained in the statewide voter
registration database, unless the individual indicated that the
individual is casting a provisicnal balloct because the
individual has moved and has not submitted a notice of change of
address, as described in division (A) (6) of section 3505.181 of

the Revised Code.

{g) If applicable, the individual provided any additional
information required under division (B) (8) of section 3505.181
of the Revised Ccde within four days after the day of the

election.

(hy Tf the individual cast a preovisional ballof because

the individual is registered to wvote bhut the individual's United

States citizenship has not been verified, the board verifies the

individual'’s United States citizenship.

(i) If applicable, the individual provided the informaticon

required under division {C) (2) of section 3503.202 of the

Revised Code on the provisional ballot affirmation or within

four davs after the dav ¢f the election.

{4) (a) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) cf
this section, if, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation
and additicnal information under divisions (B) {1) and (2} of
this section and comparing the information required under
division (B} (1} of this section with the individual's
information in the statewide voter registration database, the
board determines that any of the following applies, the
provisional ballot envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot

shall not be counted:

{i) The individual named on the affirmation is not

qualified or is not properly registered to vote.
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{(1i) The individual named on the affirmation iz not
eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in

which the individual cast the preovisional ballot.

(1iii) The individual did not provide all of the
information required under divisicen (B) (1) of this section in
the affirmation that the individual executed at the time the

individual cast the provisional ballot.

(iv) The individual has already cast a ballot for the

election in which the individual cast the provisgional bkailot.

(v) If applicable, the individual did not provide any
additional information required under division (B) (8) of section
3505.181 of the Revised Code within four days after the day of

the electicn.

(vi) The individual failed te provide photo
identification, to provide the individual's driver's license or
state identification card number if the individual provided
photo identification in the form of an Ohio driver's license or
state identification card or an interim identification form, ox

to complete an affidavit of religious objection.

{(vii) The individual failed to execute an affirmation

under division (B) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code.

{vilii) The individual provided pheto identification in the
form of an Ohio driver's license or state identification card or
an interim identification form and the driver's license number
or state identification card number the individual provided is
different from the individual's driver's license number or state
identification card number contained in the statewide voter

registration database.

(ix) The individual completed an affidavit of religious
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objection under section 3505.19 cof the Revised Code, but the

affidavit is not wvalid under that section.

(x) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the
month and day of the individual's date of birth are different
from the day and month of the individual's date of birth

contained in the statewide voter registration database.

This division does not apply to an individual's

provisional ballot if eirbher—sf—the—foliowing—io—tEruer

Iy The individuatied £ poieet] s med—in )
g . . tatal (o 3 1866

+IFF—TPhe—the board of elections has found, by a vote of at
ileast three of its members, that the individual has met all of
the requirements of division (B) (3) of this section, other than

the requirements of division (B) (3) (e) cof this secticn.

(2i) The individual's current address is different from
the individual’'s address contained in the statewide voter
registration database, unless the individual indicated that the
individual is casting a provisional hallot because the
individuzl has moved and has not submitted a notice of change of
address, as described in division (A) {6) of section 3505.181 of

the Revised Code.

{(x£i) IFf the individual cast z provisional ballot bhecasuse

the individual i1s registered to vote and the board is unable to

verifv the individual's United States citizenship.

(xiii) If applicable, the individual did neot provide the

information recuired under diwvision (C) (2) of section 3503.202

of the Revised Code on the provisional ballot affirmation or

within four davs after the dav of the election.
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(by If, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation and
additional information under divisions (B)Y (1) and (2) of this
section and comparing the information required under division
(B) (1} of this section with the individual's information in the
statewide voter registration database, the board is unable to
determine either of the following, the provisional ballot
envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot shall not bhe

counted:

{i) Whether the individual named on the affirmation is

qualified or properly registered to vote;

(1i) Whether the individual named on the affirmation is
eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in

which the individual cast the provisional balliot.

(C) For each provisional ballot rejected under division
{B) {4) of this section, the board shall reccrd the name of the
provisional voter who cast the ballot, the identification number
of the provisional ballot envelope, the names of the electiocn
officials who determined the validity of that ballot, the date
and time that the determination was made, and the reason that
the ballot was not counted, unless the board has already

recorded that information in anether database.

(D} (1) If an individual cast a provisional ballot in a
precinct in which the individual is not registered and eligible
to vote, but in the correct polling location for the precinct in
which the individual is registered and eligible to wvote, and the
election official failed to direct the individual to the correct
precinct, the individual's ballot shall be remade under division
{D) {2) of this section. The election official shall be deemed to
have directed the individual to the correct precinct if the

election official correctly completed the form described in
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division (C) (2) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code.

{2} A board of elections that remakes a provisional ballct
under divisicn (D) (1} of this secticn shall remake the
provisional ballet on a ballet for the appropriate precinct to
reflect the offices, questions, and issues feor which the
individual was eligible to cast a ballet and for which the
individual attempted to cast a provisional ballot. The remade
pallot shall be counted for each office, guestion, and issue for

which the individual was eligible to vote.

{(3) If an individual cast a provisional ballot in a
precinct in which the individual is not registered and eligible
to vote and in the incorrect polling location for the precinct
in which the individual is registered and eligible to vote, the
provisional ballot envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot

shall not be counted.

(E) Provisional ballots that are rejected under division
(BY {4) of this section shall not be counted but shall be
preserved in their provisional ballot envelopes unopened until
the time provided by section 3505.31 of the Revised Cocde for the
destruction of all othexr ballots used at the election for which

ballots were provided, at which time they shall be destroyed.

{F) Provisional ballots that the board determines are
eligible to be counted under division (B) (3) or (D} of this
section shall be counted in the same manner as provided for
other ballots under secticn 3505.27 of the Revised Code. No
provisional ballots shall be counted in a particular county
until the kboard determines the eligibility to be counted of all
provisional ballots cast in that county under division (B) of
this section fer that election. Chservers, as prcvided in

section 3505.21 of the Revised Code, may be present at all times
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that the board i1s determining the eligibility of provisional
bailots te be counted and counting those provisional ballots
determined to be eligible. No person shall recklessly disclose
the count or any portion of the count of provisiocnal ballots in
such a manner as to jecpardize the secrecy of any individual

ballot.

(G) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (G) {2) of
this section, nothing in this secticen shall prevent a board of
elections from examining provisional ballot affirmations and
additional information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of this
section to determine the eligibility of provisicral ballocts to

be counted during the seven days after the day of an election.

{2) A board of electicns shall not examine the provisiocnal
ballot affirmation and additional information under divisions
(B} {1) and (2) of this section of any provisional ballot cast by
an individual who must provide photo identification, complete an
affidavit of religious objection, or provide additional
information to the board of elections under divisien—BrtH—or—
48)—ef-section 3505.181 of the Revised Ccde for the board to
determine the individual's eligibility until the individual does
so or until the eighth day after the day of the election,

whichever is earlier.

Sec. 3505.20. Any perscon offering to vote may be
challenged at the polling place by any precinct election
official. If the board of elections has ruled on the question
presented by a challenge prior to election day, its finding and
decision shall be final, and the voting location manager shall
be notified in writing. If the board has not ruled, the question
shall be determined as set forth in this section. If any person

is so challenged as unqualified to vote, the voting location
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manager shall tender the person the following cath: "You do
swear or affirm under penalty of election falsification that you
will fully and truly answer zll of the following gquestions put
to you concerning your qualifications as an elector at this

election.”

(A) If the person is challenged as ungualified on the
ground that the person is not a United States citizen, the

precinct election officials shall put the following questions:
(1) Are you a citizen of the United States?
(2) Are—pou—a namtiveor maturetized-—etbrzen?
2 birere—-pe re—yoPDern

+4—Wbat—afficint-deoumentation—adeo—D0_YOU pOSSess to-preve
proof of vyour United States citizenship? Please provide that

documentation.

If the person offering to vote eltaims—teobe a-natoralized—

3 e 3 e P £ dole ITea+ = Ot £ =1 A= Ev-a £y ' 11 I £ 3= o Lo =
LSRN e ey Y == L=F o ) AT Ol Lty L= L3 tll_ad_n)ud.l [T £ N g ) [ AL DL g ey li RO i O el
ig—reeeived—preoduece—produces verified proof of citizenship in

the form of a current and valid driver's license or state

identification card issued April 7, 2023, or after without a

noncitizen designation, or a current or expired United States

passport or passport card for inspection of the precinct

election officials—a—eertificare—eof roturatization—, and dectare

declares under oath that the person is &he—identieat—person—

o S 3= T ede. b = 2 4, o e P | I T S SN
T L1L [y LAVL W Sy e gy g e i 4 ) [ S [T g f’ g LW g o e O ) TR L LS. & w1 § IOy
1 =y R e Y e s 14 £ £ =1 1 2o = e =
MJ AT UL g 3 o ey ) Y v a wia a  IAR NUP o N SR S - L L3Py W 5wy blC.J.n_)\./Ll. (=) qu.LJ.:\_.;J L L B ey
ef—them—tRhe—person-has—pecome—a cltizen of the United States,

P N = 2k e E o Y nt E Y = ] o o =1 =
[=pya o L e i 3 L LT W 1L we e LT L—fb.l.\)u LY [>] k/uL\_.LiL;J W J.J.LJ.I_U.LU.J..L{JL\.A, LMy Y ey

sepbdlfiante—of-Rerbnrabirsbtonrreed-—aot—he—producedihe person |

shall be permitted to cast a reqular ballot. If the person is
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unable to provide a—eertificste—of paturalizatieon— verified

proof of citizenship as described in this division on the day of

the election, the precinct election officials shall provide to
the person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot under
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional ballot
shail not be counted unless it is properly completed and the
board of elections derermimes—verifies that the weoter-person is
property—weaistered—a United States citizen and eligible to vote

in the election.

(B) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the
ground that the person has not resided in this state for thirty
days immediately preceding the election, the precinct election

officials shall put the following gquestions:

(1) Have you resided in this state for thirty days
immediately preceding this election? If so, where have you

resided?
(2) pid you properly register to vote?

{3) Can you provide some form of identificaticn containing
your current mailing address in this precinct? Please provide

that 1dentification.

{4) Have you voted or attempted to vote at any other

location in this or in any cther state at this election?

(5} Have you applied for an absent voter's ballot in any

state for this election?

If the precinct election officials are unable to verify
the person's eligibility to cast a ballot in the election, the
precinct election officials shall provide to the person, and the
person may vote, a provisional ballet under section 3505.181 of

the Revised Code. The provisional ballot shall not be counted
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unless it is properly completed and the board of elections
determines that the voter is properly registered and eligible to

vote in the election.

(C} If the person is challenged as unqualified on the
ground that the person is net a resident of the precinct where
the person offers to vote, the precinct election officials shall

put the following questicns:
{1} Do you reside in this precinct?
(2) When did you move into this precinct?

{3) When you came into this precinct, did you come for a
temporary purpose merely or for the purpose of making it your

home ?
(4) What is your current mailing address?

{5) Do you have scme official identification containing
your current address in this precinct? Please provide that

identification.

(6) Have you voted or attempted to vote at any other

location in this or in any other state at this election?

{7) Have you applied for any absent voter's ballot in any

state for this election?

The precinct election officials shall direct an individual
who is not in the appropriate polling place to the appropriate
polling place. If the individual refuses to go to the
appropriate polling place, or if the precinct election officials
are unable to verify the person's eligibility to cast a ballot
in the election, the precinct election officials shall provide
to the person, and the person may vote, a provisional balleot

under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional
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ballot shall nct be counted unless it is properly completed and
the board of electicns determines that the voter is properly

registered and eligible to wvote in the election.

(D) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the
ground that the person is not of legal voting age, the precinct

electicn officials shall put the following guestions:
(1) Are you eighteen years of age or more?
(2) What is your date cf birth?

{3) Do you have some official identification verifying

your age? Please provide that identification.

If the precinct election officials are unable teo verify
the perscn's age and eligibility to cast a ballot in the
election, the precinct election officials shall provide to the
person, and the person may vote, a provisional balliot under
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional ballot
shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and the
board of elections determines that the voter is properly

registered and eligible to wvote in the election.

The voting location manager shall put such other questions
to the person challenged as are necessary to determine the
person's qualifications as an elector at the election. If a
person challenged refuses to answer fully any question put to
the person, is unable to answer the guesticons as they were
answered on the registration form by the person under whose name
the person offers to vote, or refuses to sign the person's name
or make the person's mark, or if for any other reason a majority
of the precinct election officials believes the person is not
entitled to vote, the precinct election officials shall provide

to the person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballct
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under secticn 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional
ballet shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and
the board of elections determines that the voter is properly

registered and eligible to wvote in the election.

A qualified citizen whe has certified the citizen's
intention to vote for president and vice-president as preovided
by Chapter 3504. ¢f the Revised Code shall be eligible to
receive only the ballot containing presidential and vice-

presidential candidates.

However, not later than the thirtieth day before the day
of an election and in accordance with section 3503.24 of the
Revised Code, any person qualified to vote may challenge the
right of any other perscn to be registered as a voter, or the
right to cast an absent voter's ballot, or to make application
for such ballot. Such challenge shzll be made in accordance with
saection 3503.24 of the Revised Code, and the board of elections
of the county in which the voting residence of the challenged
voter is situated shall make & final determination relative to

the legality of such registration or application.

Sec. 3509.05. (A) When an elector receives an absent
voter's ballot pursuant to the elector's application or request,
the elector shall, before placing any marks on the ballot, note
whether there are any voting marks on it. If there are any
voting marks, the ballot shall be returned immediately to the
board of electiocns; otherwise, the elector shall cause the
ballot to be marked, folded in a manner that the stub on it and
the indersements and facsimile signatures of the members of the
board of elections on the back of it are visible, and placed and
sealed within the identification envelope received from the

board of elections for that purpose. Then, the elector shall
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cause the statement of voter on the outside of the
identification envelope to be completed and signed, under

penalty of election falsification.
{R) The elector shall provide one of the following:

{1} The elector's OQOhio driver's license or state
identification card number on the statement of voter on the

identification envelope;

{2) The last four digits of the electer's social security

number on the statement of voter on the identification envelope;

(3} A copy of the elector's photo identification in the

return envelcope with the identification envelope.

{(C) (1) The elector shall mail the identification envelope
to the office of the board of elections in the return envelope,
postage prepaid, or the elector may personally deliver #t—the

identification envelope in the return envelope to the office of

the board, or the spouse of the elector, the father, mother,
father-in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother,
or sister of the whole or half blood, or the son, daughter,
adopting parent, adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, uncle,
aunt, nephew, or niece of the elector may deliver it to the

office of the board in accordance with division (D) of this

section. The return envelope shall be returned by no other
person, in no cther manner, and to no cther location, except as
otherwise provided in section 350%.08 of the Revised Code. No

person may perscnally deliver the return envelope of more than

two electors for each election.

{2) If the board maintains multiple offices in the county,
as permitted under division (C) of section 35301.1C of the

Revised Code, the board may designate any of its offices for the
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return of absent voter's ballots under this section, provided
that the board shall designate only one office to which absent

voter's balleots shall be returned under this section.

{3) (a) The board of elections may place noct more than one
secure receptacle outside the office of the board, on the
property on which the office of the board is located, for the

purpose of receiving absent voter's ballots under this section.

{b) A secure receptacle shall be cpen to receive ballots
only during the period beginning on the first day after the
close of voter registration before the election and ending at
seven—-thirty p.m. on the day of the election. The receptacle
shall be open to receive ballots at all times during that

period.

(c) A secure receptacle shall be monitored by recorded
video surveillance at all times. The video recordings are a

public record. The board shall do one of the following:

(i) Make the video recordings available for inspection
upon request in accordance with section 149.43 of the Revised

Code.

(ii) Make each day's videc recording available to the
public on the internet for streaming or download without charge
within seventy-two hours after the recording ends and make the
video recordings availakle to the public upon regquest in

accordance with section 149.43 of the Revised Code.

{d) Only a bipartisan team of election officials may open
a secure receptacle or handle its contents. A bipartisan team of
election officials shall cecllect the contents of each secure
receptacle and deliver them to the board for processing at least

once each day and at seven-thirty p.m. on the day of the
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election. If, at seven-thirty p.m. on the day of the election,
there are persons waiting in line to deposit absent voter's
ballots in a receptacle, those persons shall be permitted to

deposit the ballots.

t4) (a) During the period beginning on the forty-fifth day
before election day and ending on the day after election day, on
each day the office of the board of elections is open for
business, the beoard shall repeort to the secretary of state all
of the following information concerning the previous business

day:

(1) The number of return envelopes purporting to contain
absent voter's ballots or uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots the board received by personal delivery, other
than to a receptacle described in division {(C) (3) of this

section;

{ii) If the koard has placed a secure receptacle outside
the office of the board under division (C) (3) of this secticn,
the number of return envelopes purporting to contain absent
voter's ballots or uniformed services or overseas absent voter's

ballots the becard received in the receptacle.

(b} As soon as practicable after receiving a report under
division (C) (4) (a} of this section, the secretary cf state shall
make the information in the report available to the public on

the secretary of state's official web site.

(DY (1) If the elector delivers the elector’s own ballots,

the elector shall show photo identification to the electicn

officials to confirm that the elector is the person who cast the

ballots.

(2)(a) If the elector's family member listed in division
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(C) {1} of this section delivers the elector's kallots, the

elector's family member shall show photo identification to the

election officials and shall sign a statement under penalty of

election falsification, on a form prescribed bv the secretary of

state, that includes all of the following:

{1) The elector's familv member's name and residence

address;

(ii) An affirmation that the elector's family member is

delivering the elector's ballots at the elector's request:

{(iii} An affirmation that the elector's family member is

not delivering a ballet for more than two electors for that

election.

{b) Upon receiving a properlv completed statement under

divisicn (D} (3) {a) of this section and verifving the identitv of

the elector's familv member delivering the electer's ballot, the

election officials shall accept the ballots and attach the

statement fto the return envelope.

{3) The election officials shall not accept anv marked

absent voter's ballots that are returned to the board by

personal delivervy, except as permitted under divisions (D) {1) to

{3) of this section,

() {1) Fxcept as otherwise provided in division +PZ—(E)
(2) of this section, all envelcpes containing marked absent
voter's ballots shall be delivered to the office of the board
not later than the close of the polls on the day of an election.
Absent voter's ballots delivered to the office of the board
later than the times specified shall not be counted, but shall
be kept by the board in the sealed identification envelopes in

which they are delivered, until the time provided by section
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3505.31 of the Revised Code for the destruction of all other
ballots used at the election for which ballots were provided, at

which time they shall be destroyed.

{(2) (a) Except as otherwise provided in division +ABHZtb—
(B) (2) (b) of this section, any return envelope that is
postmarked prior to the day of the election shall be delivered
zo the director prior to the fifth day after the elaction.
Raillots delivered in envelcpes postmarked prior to the day of
the election that are recelved after the close of the polls ¢n
election day through the fourth day thereafter shall be counted
on the fifth day at the board of elections in the manner
provided in divisions (C) and (D) of section 3509.06 of the
Revised Code or in the manner provided in division (E) of that
section, as applicable. Any such ballots that are received by
the director later than the fourth day fellowing the election
shall not be counted, but shall be kept by the board in the
sealed identification envelopes as provided in division (A) of

this section.

{b) Division -“Pr2rtar—(E) (2) (8) of this section shzll not
apply to any mail that is postmarked using a postage evidencing
system, including a postage meter, as defined in 39 C.F.R.

501.1.

Sec. 3511.02. (A) Netwithstanding any section of the
Revised Code to the contrary, whenever any person appiies for
registration as a voter on a form adopted in accordance with
federal reguliations relating to the "Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Rct,™ 100 Stat. 924, 52 U.S.C.A. 20301,
this application shall be sufficient for voter registration and
as a request for an absent voter's ballot. Uniformed services or

overseas absent voter's ballots may be obtained by any person
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meeting the requirements of section 3511.011 of the Revised Code

by applying electronically to the secretary of state or to the

board of elections of the county in which the person's voting

residence is located in accordance with section 3511.021 of the

Revised Code or by applying to the board of elections of the

county in which the person's voting residence is lccated, in one

of the following ways:

{1} That person may make written application for those
ballcts. The person may persconaily deliver the application to
the office of the hoard or may mail it, send it by facsimile
machine, send it by electronic mail, send it through internet
delivery if such delivery is offered by the board of elections
or the secretary of state, or otherwise send it to the board.
Except as otherwise provided in division {B) of this section,
the application shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary

of state and shall contain all of the following information:
(a) The elector's name;
(b} The elector's signature;

{c) The address at which the elector is registered to

vote;

(@} The elector's date of birth;

FroFdoer

+i3++y—A copy of the elector's photo identification_and

evidence that the elector is a United States citizen, as
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described in division (EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised

Code, if the photo identification deoes not establish proocf of

citizenship under that division.

{(f) A statement identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

{g} A statement that the person reguesting the ballots is

a qualified elector;

{h} A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 52 U.S.C. 20310C;

(i} A statement of the elector's length of residence in
the state immediately preceding the commencement of service,
immediately preceding the date of leaving te be with or near the
service member, or immediately preceding leaving the United
States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal
guardian resided in this state long enough to establish
residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the

United States, whichever is applicable;

{§) If the request is for primary electicn ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

(k) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the

elector, the address to which those ballets shall be mailled;

{1} If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the
elector by facsimile machine, the telephone number Lo which they

shall be s0 sent;

{m) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the
elector by electronic mail or, if offered by the board of
elections or the secretary of state, through internet delivery,

the elector's electronic mail address or other internet contact
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information;

{(n) The elector's current foreign address and evidenge

that the elector resides at that address.

(2} A voter or any relative of a voter listed in division
(A) (3) of this section may use a single federal post card
application to apply for uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots for use at the primary and general elections in
a given year and any special election to be held on the day in
that vear specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the
Revised Code for the holding of a primary election, designated
by the general assembly for the purpose of submitting
constitutional amendments proposed by the general assembly to
the voters of the state. A single federal postcard application
shall be processed by the board of elections pursuant to section
3511.04 of the Revised Code the same as if the voter had applied
separately for uniformed services or overseas absent voter's

ballets for each election.

{3) Application to have uniformed services or overseas
absent woter's ballots mailed or sent by facsimile machine to
such a person may be made by the spouse, father, mother, father-
in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother or
sister of the whole blood or half blood, son, daughter, adopting
parent, adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, daughter-in-law,
scn-in-law, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of such a person. The
application shall be in writing upon a blank form furnished only
by the board or on a single federal pest card as provided in
division (A) (2) of this section. The form of the application
shall be prescribed by the secretary of state. The board shall
furnish that blank form to any of the relatives specified in

this division desiring to make the application, only upon the
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request of such a relative made in person at the office of the
board or upon the written request of such a relative mailed to
the office of the beard. Except as otherwise provided in

division (B) of this secticn, the application, subscribed and

sworn to by the applicant, shall contain all of the following:

(a) The full name of the elector for whom ballots are

requested;

(t) A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 52 U.3.C. 20310;

(c) The address at which the elector is registered to

vote;

(d) A statement identifying the elector's length of
residence in the state immediately preceding the commencement of
service, immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with or
near a service member, or immediately preceding leaving the
United States, or a statement that the elector’'s parent or legal
guardian resided in this state long enough to establish
residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the

United States, as the case may be;
{e) The elector's date of birth;
(f) One of the following:

{i) The electeor's Chio driver's license or state

identification card number;

{ii) The last four digits of the elector's social security

number;
(iii) A copy of the elector's photo identification.

{g) A statement identifying the election for which absent
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voter's ballots are requested;

(hY A statement that the person requesting the ballots is

a qualified elector;

(i) If the request is for primary electicn ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

(i} A statement that the applicant bears a relationship to

the elector as specified in division (3) (3) of this section;

{k) The address to which ballots shall be mailed, the
telephone number to which ballots shall be sent by facsimile
machine, the electronic mail address to which ballots shall be
sent by electreonic mail, or, if internet delivery is offered by
rhe board of electicns or the secretary of state, the internet
contact information to which ballots shall be sent through

internet delivery;

{1} The signature and address of the person making the

applicatioen.

{B) If the elector has a confidential voter registration
record, as described in section 111.44 of the Revised Code, the
application may include the elector's program participant
identification number instead of the address at which the

elector is registered to vote.

(C) Each application for uniformed services or overseas
absent wvoter's ballots shall be delivered to the office of the
board not earlier than the first day of January of the year of
the elections for which the uniformed services or overseas
absant voter's balleots are requested or not earlier than ninety
days before the day cf the electicn at which the ballots are to
be voted, whichever is earlier. An application to receive

uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots by mail or
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by another method permitted under section 3511.021 of the
Revised Code shall be delivered to the office of the board not
later than the close of business on the seventh day preceding

the day of the election.

() If the voter for whom the application is made is
entitled to vote for presidential and vice-presidential electors
only, the applicant shall submit to the board, in additien to
the requirements of division (A} of this section, a statement to
the effect that the voter is qualified to vote for presidential

and vice-presidential electors and for no other offices.

(E) Except as permitted under section 111.31 of the
Revised Cecde, nc public office, and no public official or
employee who is acting in an official capacity, shall do either

of the following:

(1) Prepay the return postage for an application for

absent voter's ballots:;

{2) Mail or otherwise deliver an unsolicited application

for absent voter's ballots to any person.

(F) Except as otherwise provided in this section and in
sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election
official shall not fill out any portion of a federal post card
application or other application for absent votex's ballots on
behalf of an applicant. The secretary of state or a board of
elections may preprint only an applicant's name and address on a
federal post card application or other application for absent
voter's ballots before mailing that application te the
applicant, except that if the applicant has a confidential voter
registration record, the secretary of state or the board of

elections shall not preprint the applicant's address on the

Page 108

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000111

3103
3104
3105
3106

3107
3108
3109
3110
3111
3112

3113
3114
3115
3116

3117
3118

3119
3120

3121
3122
3123
3124
3125
312¢
3127
3128
3129
3130
3131



Sub. H. B. No. 552
I_135_2466-5

application.

Sec. 3511.14. (A} A board of elections shall accept and

process federal write-in absentee ballots—fer—aii—etectiens—for

sEfiee—aaad—for—aitPatteotgrestions—and—daswes—, as required
under "The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Ack,”

ra - 7 0 T 0 7 T

amended 52 U.5.C, 20303.

(B) A uniformed services or overseas wvoter may use the
declaration accompanying a federal write-in absentee ballot to
apply to register to vote simultaneously with the submission of
the federal write—-in absentee ballot, if the declaration is
received ncot later than thirty days before the day of the
election. If the declaration is received after that date, the
declaration shall be considered an application to register tc

vote for all subsequent elections.

Section 2. That existing sections 3375.011, 35%01.01,
3501.05, 3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 3503.151,
3503.152, 3503.153, 3503.1e, 3503.19, 3503.21, 3505.181,
3505.182, 3505.183, 3505.20, 3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 of

the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. This act shall be known as the Voter

Verification Act.

Section 4., The General Assembly, applving the principle
stated in division (B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that
amendments are to be harmonized i1f reasonably capable of
simultaneous operation, finds that the following sections,
presented in this act as composites of the sections as amended
by the actsg indicated, are the resulting versions of the

secticns in effect pricr to the effective date of the sections
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as presented in this act:

H.B. 35% and S.B.

H.

B.
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Section 3503.21 of the Revised Code as amended by both

63 of the 131st General Assembly.

Section 3505.183 of the Revised Code as amended by both

45 and H.B.

458 of the 134th General Assembly.
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Frank LaRose
| B Seeretary of State_ |

August 29, 2024

Honorable Matt Huffman
President, Ohio Senate
Ohio Statehouse
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Honorable Jason Stephens

Speaker, Ohio House of Representatives
77 South High Street, 14th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Re: Potential Election Legislation
Dear President Huffman and Speaker Stephens,

1 write to make you aware of three policy matters that have recently come to light. To ensure the
ongoing integrity of Ohio’s elections, I suggest urgent legislative attention to each of them.

1. A federal court’s decision in a recent case impacts Ohio’s ban on ballot harvesting, likely
requiring a re-examination of voting assistance protocols and the security of drop boxes.

2. A new decision by the Supreme Court of the United States gives us an opportunity to
better enforce Ohio’s constitutional citizenship requirement for participating in elections.

3. The General Assembly should consider adopting a new provisional ballot voting
requirement for voters with mismatched registration records.

Protecting Ohio’s Election Integrity

First, a federal court’s recent decision in a lawsuit brought by the Leagﬁe of Wormen Voters
(“the LWV"") impacts Ohio’s prohibition on ballot harvesting. Although the demsmn is limited
in scope, it could nonetheless have a broader effect on ballot security.

The LWV sought to challenge certain provisions of House Bill 458, adopted by the General
Assembly and signed into law by the Governor in 2023, While the court declined to act on most
of the LWV’s claims, it issued an order limited in scope to disabled voters who wish to utilize
someone other than a relative as defined by R.C. 3509.05 to assist them with the return of an
absentee ballot. Specifically, the court prohibited the state from administering, implementing, or
enforcing R.C. 3599.21(A)(9) and (A)(10) “against any disabled voter or against any individual
who assists any disabled voter.” ]

1 See Op, at 38,42




The law adopted by the General Assembly in 2023 defined the type of person legally eligible to
assist a voter with the return of an absentee ballot as either a qualified relative or a mail carrier.
The court determined that this restriction violates Section 208 of the federal Voting Rights Act,
which allows a disabled voter to be assisted by “a person of the voter's choice.” Unfortunately,
this decision does not provide relief to a family who believes their disabled relative is receiving
ballot assistance without their knowledge, approval, or input, or who may have been coerced or
misguided by individuals attempting to “assist” their voting decisions.

The court’s decision is limited in scope. However, it highlights a need for additional steps to
enforce Ohio’s ban on ballot harvesting. Without the appropriate safeguards, a person could
return any number of ballots to an unattended drop box simply by claiming (whether truthfully or
not) the permissive authority granted under Section 208. This effectively creates an unintended
loophole in Ohio’s ballot harvesting law that we must address. I suspect this is exactly the
outcome the LWV intended. Under the guise of assisting the disabled, their legal strategy seeks
to make Ohio’s elections less secure and more vulnerable to cheating, especially as it relates to
the use of drop boxes. The security of the delivery of absentee ballots remains paramount, so this
leaves us with the obvious question of a remedy.

Pending legislative action to address enforcement of Ohio’s prohibition on ballot harvesting |
will direct boards to post a notification on each drop box indicating that voter-assisted ballots
must be returned inside the board office, where the voter assistant will be asked to complete an
attestation form confirming that they are complying with applicable state or federal law. This
effectively means ONLY A VOTER’S PERSONAL BALLOT may be returned via drop box. I
am acting under my statutory authority to compel the observance of election laws (see R.C.
3501.05), in this case Ohio’s ban on ballot harvesting. However, I strongly encourage you to
consider codifying any additional safeguards that might be necessary due to attempts to erode the
integrity of our elections, including possibly banning drop boxes as a result of this court decision
which makes it harder to guard against ballot harvesting.

Enforcing Ohio’s Citizenship Reguirement

Second, the Supreme Court of the United States granted last week a request by Arizona’s
Republican legislative leaders and the Republican National Committee to reinstate a law
requiring proof of citizenship to register to vote. The court’s decision limits the application of the
law only to voter registration forms prescribed by the state, but this ruling effectively gives the
Ohio General Assembly the option to adopt a similar requirement. I recommend that we do so.
As the prescriptive authority for election-related forms in Ohio, I ask that you consider codifying
a proof of citizenship requirement that can be incorporated into the state-issued voter registration
applications prescribed by my office. I also propose the addition of a clearly disclaimed warning
that states: “The Ohio Constitution prohibits a noncitizen of the United States from registering
and voting at any state or local election held in this state. It is illegal for a noncitizen to register
and vote in Ohio.” Unfortunately, the court’s order does not preclude use of a longstanding
federally-prescribed voter registration form that does not require proof of citizenship, so this
remedy is not infallible; however, any incremental step we can take in the adoption of election
integrity safeguards is a step worth taking. Upon the General Assembly’s action, I will
immediately require front-end citizenship verification for all state-prescribed forms, and I will
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direct all boards of elections to add additional steps to check citizenship status for registrants
using the federally-prescribed form.

My office just conducted the most comprehensive citizenship verification audit ever performed
on Ohio’s voter rolls. We have expanded our review of citizenship records provided by the Ohio
Bureau of Motor Vehicles and obtained access to the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS)
federal Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) database, which allows
government agencies to check citizenship status more effectively. We are working to implement
more extensive cross-checks of Social Security Administration records, federal jury pool data,
and citizenship records maintained by the justice system. Additionally, my office has asked the
Biden-Harris administration to grant access to the Person Centric Query System (PCQS)
database, the Person Centric Identity Services database, and the Central Index System 2, also
maintained by DHS. I am cuarrently preparing to take legal action to compel the administration to
follow the law and make these resources available as our requests continue to go unanswered.
Qur latest investigation resulted in the recent referral of 597 individuals who registered to vote in
Ohio despite not being citizens of the United States, including evidence that 138 of those
registrants also cast a ballot. Our citizenship audit is ongoing as we acquire new data. Adopting a
proof-of-citizenship requirement on the front end of the registration process would help to reduce
our current reliance on these back-end election integrity efforts.

Ensuring the Accuracy of Ohio’s Voter Rolls

Finally, I ask that the General Assembly consider codifying a new provisional voting
requirement for individuals who provide inaccurate information on a voter registration
application, The DATA Act, which became law in 2023, gave my office the authority to conduct
more extensive audits and analysis of election data. In compliance with state law, our Office of
Data Analytics and Archives has identified numerous voter registration applications containing
mismatched data, which differs from information on file with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles or
the Social Security Administration (BMV/SSA).

These mismatched voter registration applications are flagged and sent to the relevant county
board of elections, which then sends the voter a notice asking that the mismatched information
be corrected. If the voter fails to respond and engages in no voter-initiated activity for a specified
period, the registration is removed from the rolls. The problem here is what happens when a
voter with a mismatched registration record does engage in voter-initiated activity while the
record is under review. Current law requires that a voter in confirmation status be returned to
“active” status upon engaging in a voter-initiated activity, meaning the mismatched record never
gets corrected, This leads to inaccurate data on Ohio’s voter rolls and erodes public confidence in
the integrity of our elections. Further, it complicates our statutory requirement “to ensure that the
accuracy of the statewide voter registration database is maintained on a regular basis in
accordance with applicable state and federal law” and prevents us from ensuring that individuals
who are not eligible to vote are promptly removed from the database. (See R.C. 3503.151)

As Ohio’s chief election official, T propose adding a statutory mandate that any voter whose
registration requires the reconciliation of mismatched data be required to cast a provisional
ballot. This forces the voter to cure any mismatched information before a ballot can be counted.
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To be clear, the voter registration would not be canceled but rather placed in a “provisional
confirmation” status for further action. This approach mirrors current law regarding an
unverified voter address. The board of elections sends an acknowledgment notice to new
registrants confirming the registration and assigning a voting location. If the notice is returned by
USPS ag undeliverable, the board must place the registration in confirmation status, and the voter
must either correct the mismatched information on file or cast a provisional ballot and correct the
information through the cure process. The provisional confirmation status would follow a similar
process. This change is essential to maintaining the accuracy of our voter rolls and ensuting the
integrity of our elections.

Thank you for the vital role you play in ensuring that Ohio elections are secure, accurate, and
accessible. While it may be unrealistic to accomplish these reforms before the upcoming
election, they are nonetheless changes that should be considered as soon as possible. In the
meantime, as we hope for legislative action as quickly as practicable, we will work with the
boards of elections to mitigate each of these concerns to the best of our ability within the current
authorities given to us by the Revised Code and the Ohio Constitution. As always, I stand ready
to assist you in any way with enactment of these reforms, Consider my office a resource as we
continue to build on Ohio’s national reputation as “the gold standard” of election administration.

Yours in seyice,

Frank LaRose
Ohio Secretary of State

cc: John Barron, Chief of Staff, Ohio Senate
Matt Oyster, Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio Senate
Brittney Colvin, Chief of Staff, Ohio House of Representatives
Heather Blessing, Deputy Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio House of Representatives
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Qutlook

H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship)

From mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com>
Date Thu 11/21/2024 4:02 PM

To Rep81 <Rep81@ohiohouse.gov>; Repd8 <Rep48@ohichouse.gov>; Rep30 <Rep30@chiohouse.gov>; Repd0
<Rep90@ahiohouse.gov>; Rep49 <Rep49@ohichouse.gov>; Rep89 <Rep83@chiohouse.gov>; Rep10
<Rep10@chiohouse.gov>

Cc  Rep%1 <Rep91@chiohouse.gov>; frank@ohiosos.gov <frank@ohiosos.gov>; Rep61 <Rep61@ochiohouse.gov>;
Rep77 <Rep77@ohichouse.gov>

i 2 attachments (43 KB)
BOE assh member HB 472 Letter.docx; BOE assn member HB 472 Opposition Letter doc;

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members,

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with County
BOEs/OAEQ to win their support. 1 think it's important the House Government Oversight Committee members
understand the outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEQ in good faith. OAEQ Executive Director’s
Aaron Ockerman's standing position is best evidenced below in a letter he wrote to BOE members in June
2024.

In the letter, OAEQ is "happy lo report” that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no action” and is NOT
interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of review. In fact, OAEO
Director, proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring to lameduck as "tumultuous” and "a time
and we need fo do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening.”

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEQ Director came just 5 days after constituent-
proponents for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common ground and work through
differences. After reading this update from OAEQ Director to the BOE members who wrote letters of
opposition for H.B. 472/5.B.274, do you still think they are a good faith actor who really wants to see
transparency, oversight and greater accountability for citizenship verification?

| would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with opposition
hearings. Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a constitutional proof of citizenship
amendment opposed to documenting citizenship verification activity and against public transparency reporting
reguirements via SoS.

Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is a fop
imperative for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. | know because | actively work with and
communicate with Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of H.B. 552. The important work
that your committee does and its efforts to move this legislation are being closely followed by the new
adrministration.
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Thank you,

Marcell Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (ret)
Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act
937-607-4237

From: "Aaron Ockerman” <aaron@ockermanconsuling.com>

To: “caec-members@googlegrouns.com” <oaec-mermbers@googiegrouns.com>
Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12:29 PM
Subject: HB 472 updates

Dear OAEQ members:

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November election.
Barring some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legisiative activity before the election.

| am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before summer recess.
Having spoken to many of you at conference, 1 know you are busy at work educating your local reps and
senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns, and offering to be a resource for positive
changes to Chio’s elections laws. Itis important that this work continue over the summer as “lame duck”
will be a tumultuous time and we need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening.

To that end | have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE’s to their legislators, They
strike a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and educational. | trust they will be
helpful to you.

It was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy independence Day to you all!

Aarcn
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Chio elections have been proven time and time again to be secure and accurate. Some of the
current security standards, implemented by the Ohio Secretary of State, in conjunction with the
Department of Homeland Security have set standards that other states are envious of. Per Ohio
law, the structure of Ohio’s election boards sets bipartisan requirements that are fair, honest
and administered without a political hat. All the standards and practices of the county boards
of elections, as well as the Secretary of State are a testament to the high security standards in
Ohio. With post-election audit results holding at 99.9% — 99.98%, it is obvious that Ohio is
doing something right. While we can appreciate efforts to make elections even more secure,
some efforts contained in HB 472 / SB 274 may be very costly to county boards, burdensome to
voters, troublesome for election workers, create additional security concerns, delay the process

of counting ballots, create inaccurate results, and disenfranchise many voters.

The proposed requirement for absentee voters to provide a copy of their identification for
registering to vote or to request an absentee ballot is burdensome and disenfranchising to
voters, especially our elderly voters. It would be difficult for this population to make a copy of
their identification. It would also be challenging for folks who do not have access to a copier.
The laws in HB 458 have already shortened the time frame for voters to request and return
ballots and this will only disenfranchise more people. On the administrative side of this bill,
requiring a copy of a voter’s identification with their absentee applications will cause numerous
delays and issues for our staff to obtain information from voters who may have not included a
copy of their identification. This would mean numerous phone calls, explaining to voters what it
is they are required to provide, explaining to voters how to obtain a copy (not especially easy
with the elderly), and providing additional instructions/deadlines to voters. Not only would
voters become frustrated and not vote, but the public backlash for these types of regulations
makes our jobs as election officials even harder.

The security issues raised regarding cataloging every voter identification is impossible. The
amount of storage to house records of this magnitude would be unattainable and the costs
would obviously be the county’s responsibility. For example, Sandusky County’s board office is
so small that we have had to use alternative methods for creating a space for voters during the
early voting period. Also, it would not be secure to house these records off-site. Qur voter
registration systems do not have the capability to retain these records and the cost to pay the
vendors to re-write and develop programs to do such things would be very costly. This is not
only unfair to Ohio county boards to require such an expense, but ultimately, taxpayers would
be footing the bill. As a taxpaying citizen, | find that to be somewhat of a double whammy. Not
only are you requiring voters to obtain copies (gas, costs of copies, inconvenience, etc.), but this
would also hit their pocketbooks on the backside in paying for the storage of these massive
records and/or the reprogramming of the voter registration systems.
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Ohio currently allows boards to begin opening and scanning the absentee ballots prior to
Election Day. This provides an opportunity for boards to ensure that all the ballots being
returned are properly accounted for and gives boards a little bit of a head start when doing the
final tabulations. In turn, this helps to provide fast, accurate election results. The time it would
take to process returned ballots would be drawn out for many days {if not weeks), especially
during a Presidential Election. This will not only greatly increase the time period for election
results but could also cause issues with processing. By the end of the 30 day early voting
period, election officials are exhausted {mentally and physically) and adding more layers to a
very detailed and complex process will only lead to more errors and slower reporting.

lust the words ‘hand counting ballots’ make most of my staff want to quit. Again, the level of
exhaustion at the end of the 30 day early voting period is already a lot. When early voting ends,
we gear up for what will be at least a 16 hour Election Day, election night reporting, provisional
ballot reviews, extra board meetings, absentee ballots that are still being returned, etc., so the
thought of counting anything by hand in that frame of mind is impossible. This would be filled
with errors and very time-consuming. Imagine working lang hours in a very stressful
environment, for about 20 days straight without a day off, then pull off a perfect Election Day
only to be required to plug along for as many more days/weeks it would take to obtain accurate
hand counts. As most people will tell you, their focus and ability to function at such a pace
would be lost. How costly would this be? It would require a very large network of teams (which
means hiring more staff}, it would require a different site for this process to take place (security
issues and costs would be significant}. How accurate would we expect the results to be? How
many days or weeks before results could be available? Sandusky County trusts that the
accuracy and logistics testing done on all voting equipment is proof that the machines work. It
proves that the machines can count the ballots faster and are spot-on with accuracy. We trust
that the post-election audits speak for themselves and should be used as a tool for educating
voters who distrust the voting process. Election deniers are already provided an opportunity to
observe the audit process, though few ever take the time to actually observe and those same
folks are always encouraged to be a precinct election official. Perhaps, it would be more of an
educational opportunity for those folks to actually observe the processes and to take partin
warking on Election Day, versus creating more hurdles, increasing the costs of elections, putting
undue requirements on voters and election officials.

We appreciate your time and consideration for the issues brought forth. We ask that you
contact your county board of elections to sigh up to work as a precinct election official, and
encourage all elected officials, election deniers and anyone wha is curious about the processes
to take part in our democracy. it is truly a remarkable process by which Chio has set the gold
standard and that other states can only attempt to reproduce. We would also request that

HB 472 / SB 274 be held from any further advancement until our Representatives and Senators
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have a chance obtain more feedback from voters and election officials. As someone who has
been in the field for over 15 years, | believe this is the very minimum of what can be done to
establish more trust and transparency in Ohio elections. Voting can be a very confusing and
difficult process for some people to navigate and changing the laws every couple of years, only
provides more hurdles for our voters, Again, we appreciate your time and attention to this very
important matter.
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From: Jim Ehrman

864 Leonard Street
Fostoria, OH 44830
jamescehrman@gmait.com

06/28/2024

To: The Honorable Bill Reineke
Senate Building

1 Capitol Square

2" Floor

221

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Senator Reineke,

My nameis Jim Ehrman and i reside at 864 Leonard Street, Fostoria, Ohio. | am currently the Deputy
Director for the Seneca County Board of Elections. | also continue to serve on the Seneca County
Republican Central Committee. In the past | have served as Director for the Board of Elections and
have been the Ohio Secretary of State, Republican Election Official of the Year. Also, inthe past|
have served at various times as Chairman, Secretary, First Vice Chairman and Second Vice
Chairman for the Seneca County Repubtican Central Committee.

| am writingtoyou today after reading HB 472/SB 274. | have found several areas of concernand am
asking you to oppose this bill. It is my understanding that this bill was introduced as a bill “to
enhance election security”. However, upon reading the bill, | have developed grave concerns that
this bill will reduce both accuracy and security in Ohio’s elections.

Our system of requiring bipartisan teams to work from beginning to end throughout the election
process; from overseeingthe programming of our election machines; to publicly testingeachvoting
machine’s logic and accuracy to ensure that each voting machine is working, marking and
tabulating ballots correctly before each election; to accurately processing absentee and day of
election ballots and then tabulating the initial results on election night; to subsequently
researching and comparing Provisional Ballots to both the election day and absentee ballot check
ins in the immediate days after an election, working to ensure no one attempts to double vote; to
completing an accurate final count and finallytothe partial hand count audit verifyingthe accuracy
of all that has transpired, all on a tight schedule after elections ensures that Ohio’s elections are
secure, accurate, well audited, and reportedin a timely way. All of this has moved Ohio elections to
the forefront of the election process, being held up as the “gold standard” for other States to
emulate. | have serious concerns that much of this will be altered to less secure, less timely and
less well-regarded methods should thisbitl be enacted. It is for these reasons that | oppose this bill
inits entirety. It is my belief that many of the provisions of the bill wilt unravel well over 20 years’
worth of efforts by various Ohio Secretaries of State and members of the Ohio legislature from both
parties that have over time drasticaily and demonstrably improved Ohio’s etection law. Moreover, |
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suspect this bill would create problems in Ohio that currently plague other States and would then
draw naticnat attention to Ohio for suddenly having issues that until now, were not a problem.

While not all inclusive, over the following paragraphs | will attempt to highlight what 1 believe are
some of the most dangerous pieces found in this legislation:

Firstly, | am concerned that as written, this bill encourages counties to shift to the hand counting
of ballots as opposed to the current electronic tabulation (Seneca County first shifted to electronic
tabulation around 1977 to enhance both speed and accuracy.). Various studies across the U.S. and
Globally since the late 1960s have shown hand counting of ballots during an election to be
significantly less accurate and much slower than the digitaltabulation of votes. Additionally, per the
Ohio Legislative Service Commission’s Legislate Budget Office, this would likely increase the cost
of elections in each County by up to $4.50 per vote. A cost that would have to be paid for out of
County budgets.

Seneca Countyis a smalter county in Qhio and for Seneca County alone, this would have increased
costs for the 2024 Primary election by up to $37,984.00. Moreover, if this would have been in place
at the 2020 general election it would have cost Seneca County an additional $117,306.00 for that
one November election alone. This additional ongoing cost would be a burden to the County and
would likely be prohibitive in larger Counties. Furthermore, hand counts are slow. They require
significant manpower to be done in a bipartisan manner and will take significant time, thus ending
the ability of Boards of Election to timely report the accurate results of an election by noon the day
following an election. It would likely take days, if not weeks, after an election for Statewide or
Federal office results to be reported and longer still for a final count and subseqguent audit for
accuracy.

My next concern with this billis a requirement that ALL voting equipment must adhere to VWSG
2.0. This is a federallist of voluntary guidelines that no etection vendor currently meets. Mandating
these guidelines would decertify all voting equipment in Ohio and {eave us with noviable
alternative before the PresidentialElectionthis November. Further, IF somehow a vendor were able
to meet all the specifications it would likely cost well over $114.5 million across the State to
implement these machines. (This number is based on the cost of a similar program where the State
provided funding for under SB 135 of the 132" General Assembly, per the Legislative Budget Office)
Given that this is now the 135" General Assembly, and inflation has been rampant these last few
years, | expect there will be a significantty higher cost for the new technology, should the bill pass.
That is IF this can be developed, certified, and released in a timely way by vendors, in time for
acquisition and subsequent training of Ohio SOS staff, Boards of Elections and Staff and then poll
workers, immediatelybefore a Presidential election. Itis important to once again note here, Ohiois
currently the “gold standard” for elections in the United States and abroad. There are currently no
other Statesinthe Country that require this level of certification for election equipment, thus there
is no real market for the election vendors to develop towards regarding this goal, at least not yet.
Moreover, our elections are currently securely conducted by bipartisan teams in all 88 Chio
Counties. After many audits and investigations Qhio’s elections are secure and accurate with no
widespread fraud or inaccuracies found.
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My next major cancerns regarding this bill have to do with absentee voting. First and foremost, |
am concerned with the absentee ballot ID requirements. Requiring voters who cast an absentee
ballot by mail to include photocopies of their identification places an undue burden on this group of
voters. Undoubtably, there are many voters who do not possess the equipment or capability to
meet the requirement. This would specifically apply to older or home bound Ohioans who may find
this very difficult to comply with. Further, we already have significant portions of the voter’s
personal information at the Board of Elections, including their name, address, date of birth and
either or both the last 4 digits of their social security number and/or their State of Ohio Driver’s
License or State |D number as well as their sighature, When an application to absentee vote is
received at a Board of Elections office, the information on that application is compared to the
information we have, Further, when a voted absentee ballot is received in its identification
envelope, we compare the information on that envelope to both what is in our system and what is
on the apptication for an absentee ballot, This is already a very secure way of handling absentee
ballots. Adding a copy of a photo 1D to the envelope would both tikely be burdensome and would
potentially allow a vector for the unscrupulous to intercept those envelopes to seize the
information on that photocopy for identity theft purposes as it works its way through the postal
system.

| am atso very concerned with the bill’s requirement of not opening absentee ballots until after the
close of the election day polls. This is something we have already dealt with in the pastand a
requirement we altered for good reason. Currently, the Boards of Election are allowed to open the
absentee envelopes and further to begin the process of preparing those absentee ballots for
tahulation prior to the end of the election day. To be clear, these ballots cannot be tabulated until
after the election ends at 7:30 p.m. Having those potentially thousands of ballots ready for
tahulation allows for both accurate and guicker processing allowing for timely election resutts.
Shifting back to not opening these until after election day ends will cause a significant delay in
reporting election night results forcing Boards of Election to be unable to comply with current
requirements of reporting no later than noon the day after the etection.

Additionally, our system currently looks at the Election Day and Absentee reports by the next day
and then allows the Boards of Elections to begin researching each Provisionat ballot one at a time,
looking at the Absentee and Election Day lists and comparing those Provisional ballot envelopes
attowing Boards to check and ensure no one attempts to vote an absentee or regular ballot and
then also vote a Provisional ballot. Current systems are set up to ensure this system works well,
accurately, and quickly allowing all 88 Boards of Elections to communicate with one another &
ensuring that Provisional ballots are correctly cast and countable. The changes that would be
necessary with the passage of this bilt are simply not currently set up in any Board of Elections
systems. The current systems lack the ability to intake, file and review Provisional ballots first. It
would be difficult to compare Provisional ballots against regutarly cast Absentee and Election Day
baltots, as the system needsthe absentee and day of election recorded voters first. Thiswould be a
radical overhaul of systems and software which would again likely be extremely expensive to
implement, especially in a timely way. This dramatic change wilt likely cause immediate
inaccuracies compared to continuing to use proven systems, order and technology to research
Provisional voters after the Absentee and Election Day votes.
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Finally, | am very concerned about the changes in voter registration requirements. Requiring
Boards of Elections to obtain, catalog and store driver’s license photos for all the voters in their
databases borders on an impossible task to complete. Current voter registration systems do not
allow for this or have a potential space where this might be stored within the systems. This would
create an unnecessary hardship for the Boards of Elections and for the vendors we rely on. Should
this happen, it will certainly get done with an unknown financial cost to our vendors, which will
certainly be passed on to each Board of Elections and thus to the County Commissioners for
further required and necessary budget increases. Additionally, allowing “commercial services” to
auditthe State’s voter registration database, creates an attack vector for malicious actors seeking
to stealidentities and leaves our systems less secure. This informationis currently audited annually
by the Ohio SOS, working with the Boards of Elections to make any changes or corrections. Adding
an outside service to again audit this will be costly and will reduce, not enhance database security.

| wantto take a momentto thank youfor reading over my concerns. } appreciate that in a busy work
week you have taken these few moments and | hope that you will consider opposing this bill and
letting the sponsors and your leadership team know about your concerns. If you need additional
information, please don’t hesitate to call or text me and | would be happy to sit down and discuss
thisfurther. Additionally, if you need more informationwhile you are in Columbus, ptease reach out
to Aaron Ockerman at the Ohio Association of Elections officials. Itis likely that he is better able to
articulate these concerns and may also have a better way of placing these concerns in a butlet
point document for members of the General Assembily, if necessary.

Best Regards,

}im Ehrman, MOL, OREQ, Godan, LUTCF
Peputy Director, Seneca County Board of Elections
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Qutlook

Here is a brief transcript of the Praponent Testimony given for HB 552

From Allison Crisci-Nickolai <allisonnickolai@msn.com>
Date Thu 11/21/2024 10:10 PM

To ohiodtruth <ohio4truth@proton.me>; Becky Bailey <beckybailey99@proton.me>; Lt Col Marcell Strbich
<mstrbic@protonmail.com>; Cieta Mitchell <cleta@cletamitchell.com>; ewattsohio@gmail.com
<ewattsohio@gmail.com>; im@rigano.net <jim@rigano.net>

Cc  swiggam@gmail.com <swiggam@gmail.com>; Rep61 <Rep61@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep77
<Rep77@ohichouse.gov>

fl 2 attachments (49 KB)

HB 552 11-20 PROPONENT testimony notes and questions.docx; HB 552 11-20 PROPONENT festimony notes and
questions.docx;

To All, A HUGE THANK YOU! Proponent testimony was well prepared and the team was ready for any
questions asked by the Committee Members.

To Scott Wiggam and Beth Lear, Thank you for proposing this important legislation contained in HB552
to strengthen Ohio voter registration process and procedures.

| have attached a written summary of the presenters, topics presented, and the questions that came
from the House Government Oversite Committee during Proponent Testimony for your review.

Allison Nickolai
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HB 552 Testimony Notes and Questions

Proponent Testimony Speaker 1:

Marcell Strbich — An expert in System design and vulnerability/risk assessment. introductions to what Committee will
hear about including the presenter list. Testimony included procedural reform of Voter Verification and how it impacts 4
layers of administration. Emphasized the necessary interaction of all entities in cross checking for valid registrations,
Before registration, and not after registrations enter the voter rolls, Also, Drop Box vulnerability portion of Bill,

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D) district 2 Columbus

Q; Won't this validation legislation slow down certification of elections?

A: NO. front end validation not part of vote certification. We have 50K records- not validated currently
accessing regular ballot. You will be on same playing field regarding ballots cast by each elector

Q; Has there been a Cost analysis for enacting this bill:

A: Cost needs to be done at county level adding data fields like citizenship must be done with voter file
maintenance contractor.

Q: What would this process take to be implemented (How Long)?

A: Matter of months to implement the data fields necessary. Unanswered question: Will DHS provide the
information to SoS? The answer to this Will expedite the process

Rep Richard D Brown (D) District 5: Columbus

Q: Doesn’t know why we need it: solution in search of a problem: Larose quote: “we are better
protected than any other state in the nation” so Why should we question him?

A: The NEED IS INDISPUTABLE. Our Constitution changed in 2022, but the existing laws and procedures
have not. AZ and NH have moved forward with citizenship verification. Chio-has the opportunity to get
on board. Once implemented, Non-Citizens will NOT be on the voter rolls- not like present state of voter
rolls.

Q: We Just had election in OH: Election just happened, You aren’t suggesting there was an issue with
election are you?.

A: NQ: This has to do with the process and procedure and not any election outcome. Equal playing field
for all electors on the voter rolls

Q: $oS has Looked for evidence of voter fraud, dead people, etc... and in 2024 indicted only 6 people.
Why do you think this is necessary?

A: The reason we only had 137 registrations found in Annual Audit, is due to the problem with the
verification system and audit laws currently in existence. When SoS does that review they are only
looking at a very small portion of the registrations. Existing law is “Post Defacto”. This Bill proves for the
ability to Do the validation up front and not on the back end. Once fully implemented, We won’t HAVE
to do an annual audit. Fix the issue from the front and not the back like-annual audit.

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross}

Q: You believe there is a much greater NON CITIZEN issue than the 137:

A: YES but the only way to know is to implement the process. Evidence based approach not media, not
narrative

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas

Q: Has OEAQ been contacted about this bill?
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e A: No, this will take place at the county BOE once tools are accessible

e (: What are your qualifications to address this issue and this bili?

s A: Concerned citizen, son of immigrant and fully respect the right to vote: My Professional experience,
systems technology, connecting databases in career. There isa Known risk in current structure to NOT
integrate information in voter registration systems (No Blame) we haven't completely achieved
information sharing. There should be No more dispute of what we have/don’t have RE voter
registrations. The Boards and the citizens deserve the best we can give them.

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance)

s O Would you be willing to go to BOE ‘s?

e A:Yes, but they have a system already in their law. No criteria yet to address “satisfied as to the...”
Which must be changed by law

e I would Encourage you to go to the BOE. “Give us some:
s Q:With all the technology, we should Deal W|th thls d1
e A:Our systems now have to keep up with these eler

eedback..."
rity in procedure NOW: What about Al?

Proponent Testimony: Speaker 2

Gail Niederlehner: Bill introduces only eligible citizens vote in Ohio elections: Safe not sorry. No verification before
entry on the voter rolls. If there is No identity verification, voters remain on rolls 4 years even when BMV comes back as
mismatch. Other important functions, banking, financial, etc all have safeguards, why not elections and voter rolls.
With this bill, Voter with incomplete record goes into provisional status. HB 237 allows loophole for any registrations
without DL/ID. Just one instance of ineligible vote cast erodes public confidence in elections. **Follow up to Brown

from Sponsor Testimony. Boards don't verify against BMV. They have No capability. Absentee ballots received may or
MAY NOT have been validated before their ballot is accepted.

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance}

e Q:That is a Big Statement ineligible voters on the rolls: But we have the annual non citizen are you
saying it is insufficient to identify non citizens on the rolls?:

e A: Use of SSN4 is not adequate. Annual would not catch registrations occurring after March 2024
through close of election registration. Basically a 6-7 month period of no checks on new registrations.

Rep Richard D Brown (D): District 5 Columbus

s Q: ERIC’s mission, was to eliminate bad voter registrations from voter rolls, ERIC uses BMV, NCOA, BVS to
provide information to member affiliates. ERIC’s mission seem to do what this bill is doing, so why did
we puli out of that agreement?

e A: This bill is attacking the voter rolls at the point of entry, It is not the same thing.

e Q: Do you believe there is any voter fraud in 2024.

e A: We have no information to indicate any fraudulent activity because the results on the voter rolls is not
available yet

Rep. Micheile Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas

e Q: A Non citizen goes in to BMV to get an ID {or DL), Non citizen is placed on the back, so what's the
issue?. Also, Ineligible voters put on voter rolls data of 50K. Where does that data come from?

e A: HAVV showed 50K rejections that had been rejected when information was checked. The NON Citizen
physical indication is new and is only 1.5 years into the possible 8 year cycle for license renewat.
Currently, ineligible voters could vote a regular baliot if DL says non citizen and they presented
naturalization document that Pollworkers and BOEs have no means to validate.

¢ (Q: Whatis HAVV and HAVA?
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¢ A: HAVV is a feature of HAVA (Help America Vote Act) that shares publicly available data on SSN4
searches.

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D): district 2

e Q: We often look at other states to see what they are doing. What are some challenges in other states
on legislation about citizenship validation? Do you feel like this bill addresses other states issues with
litigation? .

e A: AZ and Ni {NH!!) Other states efforts have not resulted in litigation, except AZ which cleared the
litigation hurdle this year. Citizenship Validation is now required in both states. We don’t expect any
challenges.

Proponent testimony: Speaker 3:

Becky Baily: | have been involved in Voter roll examination since 2020 . Most of the Problems and errors have been
reported to $0S. There has been Improvement resulting from our reporting through presenting this data to County BOE’s.
I am convinced through my experience in working with BOE'’s, Boards work hard to make it happen. Voter roll Errors
would be eliminated if DB updates were implemented. | won’t discuss the 200K deceased voters, 500K voters on rolis
with registration dates preceding DOB, 250K who haven’t voted in 10 year with 70K of them being in active status when
they should have been removed after 4 years- regular ballot Duplicate voters: or Voters who have moved. It is
understood that Mistakes happen In manual data entry causing DUPLICATE REGISTRATIONS that are not caught. This
can result in "2 separate people” being on the voter rolls when they are clearly the same. Voters who changed their
names are entered as 2 separate voter |D’s many times but have the Same address. There exist many Data entry errors
from interpreting information from paper forms. ORC 3503.151D requires SoS to obtain data from Databases and BOE's
with no duplicates 3503.12 states that all registrations are to be carefully checked and additional (duplicate) registration
shall be removed. NO TOOLS exist for the BOE's to resolve these, yet directive 2024.25 mandated that all outstanding
duplicates were to be resolved by 10/22/24. Zero percent was the goal, but there were 18K duplicates in 11/9/2024.
1828 dups alone in the Merrin race today.

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas

e (Q So are you saying people are voting twice?

e A: Yesit happens, when they are found, they are referred to county prosecutors.

e Q: Name changes: Doesn’t the BOE have mechanisms to check?, | trust the board, what do you think is
the best solution?

s A: We need a better DB platform, and better validation of all registrations,

Proponent testimony Speaker 4:

Myra Kefler: Her mother and father had voter registrations updated due to relocation in April with Mom In a separate
Nursing Home situation on the same grounds as Dad. Instructions were specifically given to all nursing home staff
regarding Mom voting in the 2024 election: The family would request and facilitate BOTH PARENTS absentee ballots.
Those requests were NOT honored and the absentee ballot requested by the family was never delivered to Mom.
Further investigation revealed that Mom’s registration address was altered, and a second absentee ballot request for
mom was processed by the nursing home to the BOE. Somehow, that bailot application submitted by the nursing home
was returned and honored when the request by the family was not. Signatures on ballot request form did not match,
and Mom “voted” (had a ballot cast in her name) without family assistance, or allowing use of her device she uses to
“see” printed language. There has been no acknowledgement by ANY party involved to clarify what happened, and her
provisional ballot was rejected as the “system” indicated a vote had already been accepted and tabulated in her name.

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 {Fayette, Highiand, Pike, Ross)

] don't think many of us would be as calm over this situation if it had happened to us. Thank you for your testimony.
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HB 552 Testimony Notes and Questions

Proponent Testimony Speaker 1:

Marcelt Strbich — An expert in System design and vulnerability/risk assessment. Introductions to what Committee will
hear about including the presenter list. Testimony included procedural reform of Voter Verification and how it impacts 4
layers of administration. Emphasized the necessary interaction of all entities in cross checking for valid registrations,
Before registration, and not after registrations enter the voter rolls, Also, Drop Box vulnerability portion of Bill,

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D) district 2 Columbus

Q; Won't this validation legislation slow down certification of elections?

A: NO. front end validation not part of vote certification. We have 50K records- not validated currently
accessing regular ballot. You will be on same playing field regarding ballots cast by each elector

Q: Has there been a Cost analysis for enacting this bill:

A: Cost needs to be done at county level adding data fields like citizenship must be done with voter file
maintenance contractor.

Q: What would this process take to be implemented {(How Long)?

A: Matter of months to implement the data fields necessary. Unanswered question: Wiil DHS provide the
information to SoS? The answer to this Will expedite the process

Rep Richard D Brown (D) District 5: Columbus

Q: Doesn’t know why we need it: solution in search of a problem: Larose quote: “we are better
protected than any other state in the nation” so Why should we question him?

A: The NEED IS INDISPUTABLE. Our Constitution changed in 2022, but the existing laws and procedures
have not. AZ and NH have moved forward with citizenship verification. Ohio has the apportunity to get
on board. Once implemented, Non-Citizens will NOT be on the voter roils- not like present state of voter
rolls.

Q: We Just had election in OH: Election just happened, You aren’t suggesting there was an issue with
election are you?.

A: NO: This has to do with the process and procedure and not any election outcome. Equal playing field
for all electors on the voter rolls

Q; SoS has Looked for evidence of voter fraud, dead people, etc... and in 2024 indicted only 6 pecple.
Why do you think this is necessary?

A: The reason we only had 137 registrations found in Annual Audit, is due to the problem with the
verification system and audit laws currently in existence. When SoS does that review they are only
looking at a very small portion of the registrations. Existing law is “Post Defacto”. This Bill proves for the
ability to Do the validation up front and not on the back end. Once fully implemented, We won't HAVE
to do an annual audit. Fix the issue from the front and not the back iike-annual audit.

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross}

Q: You believe there is a much greater NON CITIZEN issue than the 137:

A: YES but the only way to know is to implement the process. Evidence based approach not media, not
narrative

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas

Q: Has OFEAO been contacted about this bili?
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s A No, this will take place at the county BOE once tools are accessible

e Q: What are your qualifications to address this issue and this bill?

s A: Concerned citizen, son of immigrant and fully respect the right to vote: My Professional experience,
systems technology, connecting databases in career. There is a Known risk in current structure to NOT
integrate information in voter registration systems (No Blame) we haven’t completely achieved
information sharing. There should be No more dispute of what we have/don’t have RE voter
registrations. The Boards and the citizens deserve the best we can give them.

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 {Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance)

e Q: Would you be willing to go to BOE ‘s?

e A: Yes, but they have a system already in their law. No criteria yet to address “satisfied as to the....”
Which must be changed by law

I woulcf Encourage you to go to the BOE.. ”Giw :_ '__‘us:_f ome

Proponent Testimony: Speaker 2

Gail Niederlehner: Bill introduces only eligible citizens vote in Ohio elections: Safe not sorry. No verification before
entry on the voter rolls. If there is No identity verification, voters remain on rolls 4 years even when BMV comes back as
mismatch. Other important functions, banking, financial, etc all have safeguards, why not elections and voter rolls.
With this bill, Voter with incomplete record goes into provisional status. HB 237 allows loophole for any registrations
without DL/ID. Just one instance of ineligible vote cast erodes public confidence in elections. **Follow up to Brown
from Sponsor Testimony. Boards don’t verify against BMV. They have No capability. Absentee ballots received may or
MAY NOT have been validated before their ballot is accepted.

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance)

e Q:That is a Big Statement ineligible voters on the rolls: But we have the annual non citizen are you
saying it is insufficient to identify non citizens on the rolis?:

e A: Use of SSN4 is not adequate. Annual would not catch registrations occurring after March 2024
through close of election registration. Basically a 6-7 month period of no checks on new registrations.

Rep Richard D Brown {D): District 5 Columbus

e O: ERIC’s mission, was to eliminate bad voter registrations from voter rolls, ERIC uses BMV, NCOA, BVS to
provide information to member affiliates. ERIC’s mission seem to do what this bill is doing, so why did
we pull out of that agreement?

e A: This bill is attacking the voter rolls at the poini of entry, it is not the same thing.

e Q: Do you believe there is any voter fraud in 2024.

e A:We have no information to indicate any fraudulent activity because the resuits on the voter rolls is not
availabie yet

Rep. Micheile Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas

e Q: A Non citizen goes in to BMV to get an ID (or DL), Non citizen is placed on the back, so what's the
issue?. Also, Ineligible voters put on voter rolls data of 50K. Where does that data come from?

e A: HAVV showed 50K rejections that had been rejected when information was checked. The NON Citizen
physical indication is new and is only 1.5 years into the possible 8 year cycle for license renewal.
Currently, ineligible voters could vote a regular baliot if DL says non citizen and they presented
naturalization document that Pollworkers and BOEs have no means to validate.

o Q: What is HAVV and HAVA?
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e A: HAVV is a feature of HAVA (Help America Vote Act) that shares publicly available data on SSN4
searches.

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey {D): district 2

e Q: We often look at other states to see what they are doing. What are some chalienges in other states
on legislation about citizenship validation? Do you feel like this bill addresses other states issues with
litigation? .

e A: AZand NI {(NH!!) Other states efforts have not resulted in litigation, except AZ which cleared the
litigation hurdle this year. Citizenship Validation is now required in both states. We don’t expect any
challenges.

Proponent testimany: Speaker 3:

Becky Baily: | have been involved in Voter roll examination since 2020 . Most of the Problems and errors have been
reported to SoS. There has been Improvement resulting from our reporting through presenting this data to County BOE's.
| am convinced through my experience in working with BOE’s, Boards work hard to make it happen. Voter roll Errors
would be eliminated if DB updates were implemented. | won’t discuss the 200K deceased voters, 500K voters on rolls
with registration dates preceding DOB, 250K who haven’t voted in 10 year with 70K of them being in active status when
they should have been removed after 4 years- regular ballot Duplicate voters: or Voters who have moved. It is
understood that Mistakes happen In manual data entry causing DUPLICATE REGISTRATIONS that are not caught. This
can result in “2 separate people” being on the voter rolls when they are clearly the same. Voters who changed their
names are entered as 2 separate voter ID’s many times but have the Same address. There exist many Data entry errors
from interpreting information from paper forms. ORC 3503.151D requires SoS to obtain data from Databases and BOE’s
with no duplicates 3503.12 states that all registrations are to be carefully checked and additional {duplicate) registration
shall be removed. NO TOOLS exist for the BOE’s to resolve these, yet directive 2024.25 mandated that all outstanding
duplicates were to be resolved by 10/22/24. Zero percent was the goal, but there were 18K duplicates in 11/9/2024.
1828 dups alone in the Merrin race today.

Rep. Micheile Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas

e (Q: So are you saying people are voting twice?

e A: Yes it happens, when they are found, they are referred to county prosecutors.

s Q: Name changes: Doesn’t the BOE have mechanisms to check?, | trust the board, what do you think is
the best solution?

» A:We need a better DB platform, and better validation of all registrations,

Proponent testimony Speaker 4:

Myra Keller: Her mother and father had voter registrations updated due to relocation in April with Mom In a separate
Nursing Home situation on the same grounds as Dad. Instructions were specifically given to all nursing home staff
regarding Mom voting in the 2024 election: The family would request and facilitate BOTH PARENTS absentee ballots.
Those requests were NOT honored and the absentee ballot requested by the family was never delivered to Mom.
Further investigation revealed that Mom’s registration address was altered, and a second absentee ballot request for
mom was processed by the nursing home to the BOE. Somehow, that ballot application submitted by the nursing home
was returned and honored when the request by the family was not. Signatures on ballot request form did not match,
and Mom “voted” (had a ballot cast in her name) without family assistance, or allowing use of her device she uses to
“see” printed language. There has been no acknowledgement by ANY party involved to clarify what happened, and her
provisional ballot was rejected as the “system” indicated a vote had already been accepted and tabulated in her name.

Chair Bab Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross}

| don’t think many of us would be as calm over this situation if it had happened to us. Thank you for your testimony.
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Outlook

Re: H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship)

From Mark Pukita <mark@mark4ohio.com>
Date Fri 11/22/2024 6:52 AM
To Rep30 <Rep30@ohiohouse.gov>; mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com>; Rep48 <Rep48@ohiohouse.gov>;

Rep49 <Rep49@chiohouse.gov>; Rep10 <Rep10@chichouse.gov>; Rep83 <Rep89@ohichouse.gov>; Rep90
<Rep90@ohichouse.gov>; Rep81 <Rep81@ohiohouse.gov>

Cc  Rep77 <Rep77@chiohouse.gov>; Repd1 <Rep91@ohichouse.gov>; frank@chiosos.gov <frank@ohiosos.gov>;
Rep61 <Rep61@ohiohouse.gov>

Thanks, Marcell.

it looks to me like taxpayers (who pay the dues for OAEO for their BOE's members) are paying for an organizaticn fo
lobby AGAINST strengthening Ohio's election system. 1'd like a show of hands of those copied on this message of
those who agree with me. If you don't, please explain why you disagree.

1 plan to go extremely public with this. it's absolutely unacceptable. I'i be naming names & spotlighting where

everyone stands on this insane situation. Ohio’s BOEs need to terminate their relationship with either OAEO or
terminate O

On November 21, 2024 at 3:59:59 PM, mstrbic {mstrbic@protonmail,.com) wrote:

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members,

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with
County BOEs/OAEO to win their support. | think it's important the House Government Oversight
Committee members understand the outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEQ in
good faith, OAEO Executive Director's Aaron Ockerman's standing position is best evidenced
below in a letter he wrote to BOE members in June 2024,

in the letter, OAEQ is "happy fo report” that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no acfion”
and is NOT interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of
review. In fact, OAEQ Director, proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring to
lameduck as "tumuituous” and "a time and we need to do the hard work now to avoid
anything bad happening."

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEQ Director came just 5 days after
constituent-proponents for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common
ground and work through differences. After reading this update from OAEO Director to the
BOE members who wrote letters of opposition for H.B. 472/5.B.274, do you still think they
are a good faith actor who really wants to see transparency, oversight and greater
accountability for citizenship verification?

| would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with
opposition hearings. Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a
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constitutional proof of citizenship amendment opposed to documenting citizenship verification
activity and against public transparency reporting requirements via SoS.

Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is
a top imperative for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. | know because | actively
work with and communicate with Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of
H.B. 552. The important work that your committee does and its efforts to move this legisiation
are being closely followed by the new administration.

Thank you,

Marcell Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (ret)
Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act
937-607-4237

From: "Aaron Ockerman” <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com>

To: "oaso-members@goagiegroups.com” <caeo-members@googlegroups.com>
Sent: 3Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12:29 PM

Subject: HB 472 updates

Dear OAEO members:

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November
election. Barring some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legisiative activity before the
election.

| am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before
summer recess. Having spoken to many of you at conference, | know you are busy at work
educating your local reps and senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns,
and offering to be a resource for positive changes to Ohio's elections laws. It is important
that this work continue over the summer as “lame duck” will be a tumultuous time and we
need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening.

To that end | have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's to their
legislators. They strike a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and
educational. | trust they will be helpful to you.

It was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you alll

Aaron
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Outlook

Re: H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship)

From Mark Pukita <mark@mark4ohio.com>
Date Fri 11/22/2024 6:58 AM

To Rep30 <Rep30@chiohouse.gov>; mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com>; Rep48 <Rep48@ohiohouse.gov>;
Rep49 <Rep49@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep10 <Rep10@chichouse.gov>; Rep89 <Rep8I@ohiohause.gov>; Repd0
<Rep90@ochiohouse.gov>; Rep81 <Rep81@ohiohouse.gov>

Cc  Rep77 <Rep77@ochichouse.gov>; Rep91 <Rep91@ohichouse.gov>; frank@ohiosos.gov <frank@aohiosos.gov>;
Repb1 «Rep61@ohichouse.gov>

Thanks, Marcell.

it looks to me like taxpayers (who pay the dues for OAEO for their BOE’s members) are paying for an organization to
lobby AGAINST strengthening Ohio’s election system. I'd like a show of hands of those copied on this message of
those who agree with me. If you don't, please explain why you disagree.

{ plan to go extremely public with this. It's absolutely unacceptable. I'll be naming names & spotlighting where
everyone stands on this insane situation. Ohio’s BOES need to terminate their relationship with either OAEQ or
terminate Ockerman’s position with the organization. And, taxpayers need to be aware they're paying for this apparent
insanity.

Regards,

Mark Pukita
Mark Pukita - 614-489-0599 (c) - mark@mark4ohio.com
4240 Hobbs Landing Drive West, Dublin, OH 43017

On November 21, 2024 at 3:58:59 PM, mstrbic (mstrbic@protonmail.com) wrote:

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members,

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with
County BOES/OAEQ to win their support. | think it's important the House Government Oversight
Committee members understand the outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEQ in
good faith, OAEO Executive Director's Aaron Ockerman's standing position is best evidenced
below in a letter he wrote to BOE members in June 2024.

In the letter, OAEQ is "happy fo report” that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no action”
and is NOT interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of
review. In fact, OAEQ Director, proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring o
tameduck as "tumultuous” and "a time and we need to do the hard work now to avoid
anything bad happening."

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEQ Director came just 5 days after

constituent-proponents for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common
ground and work through differences. After reading this update from OAEQ Director to the
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BOE members who wrote lstters of opposition for H.B, 472/5.B.274, do you still think they
are a good faith actor who really wants to see transparency, oversight and greater
accountability for citizenship verification?

| would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with
oppaosition hearings. Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a
constitutional proof of citizenship amendment opposed to documenting citizenship verification
activity and against public transparency reporting requirements via SoS.

Enforcing Chic's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is
a top imperative for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. | know because | actively
work with and communicate with Cleta Mitchell, who submitied written testimony in support of
H.B. 552, The important work that your committee does and its efforts to move this legislation
are being closely followed by the new administration,

Thank you,

Marcell Sirbich, Lt Col. USAF (ret)
Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act
937-607-4237

From: "Aaron Ockerman" <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com>

To: "caco-members@googlegroups.com” <casc-members@googliegrouns. com=>
Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12,29 PM

Subject: HB 472 updates

Dear CAEO members:

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November
election. Barring some unforeseen emergency, there will be no iegislative activity before the
election.

| am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before
summer recess. Having spoken to many of you at conference, | know you are busy at work
educating your local reps and senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns,
and offering fo be a resource for positive changes to Ohio’s elections laws. 1t is important
that this work continue over the summer as “lame duck” will be a tumuituous time and we
need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening.

To that end | have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's {o their
legislators. They strike a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and
educational. | trust they will be helpful to you.

it was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you alll

Aaron

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000137



QOutlook

Election Legislation Comparison - Proof of Citizenship

From mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com>
Date Mon 11/18/2024 3:04 PM
To frank@ohiosos.gov <frank@ohiosos.gov>

Cc  State Senator Andrew Brenner <Brenner@ohiosenate.gov>; State Senator Theresa Gavarone <Gavarone@ohiosenate.gov>;
Peterson, Bob <Bob.Peterson@ohiohouse.gov>; Eileen Watts <ewatts@columbus.rr.com>; Rep61
<Rep61@ochiohouse.gov>; Rep77 <Rep77@ohichouse.gov>; Rep91 <Rep31@ohiohouse.gov>

ﬁ]J 3 attachments (850 KB)
Comparison HB 552 Sub and SB 324.pdf; VWA 5.pdf; OH SoS Memo to the Legislature Response to Open Letter.pdf,

Secretary LaRose,

As mentioned, please see the 1-page chart detailing distinctions between H.B. 552 Sub Bill and S.B. 324 driven by your
"Potential Election Legislation” Memo attached.

Now more than ever unity and reconciliation of election safeguards legislation takes on new meaning. With the advent of
today's OH Ballot Board authorizing the latest progressive constitutional amendment "Chio Voters Bill of Rights," that guts
voter photo-ID, imposes automatic and same day voter registration and enshrines unlimited drop boxes in Ohio's
constitution, it is advisable House and Senate close ranks, unite under one version and not delay passage until Spring if
possible. In accordance with House sponsors | will send Sen Brenner specific change-input for Senate sponsor
consideration.

The Election Integrity Network and Ohio Research Collaborative is happy to work with sponsors in both chambers to
achieve the critical objectives you've set. Thank you for making this possible.

Respectfully,
Marcell Strbich, Lt Col USAF (ret)

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.
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OHIO ELECTIONS RESEARCH COLLABORATIVE
HB552 Sub-Bill and SB324 Comparison Highlights

Shared Goals:

> Verify US citizenship for new and existing voters.
» Require provisionat ballots for mistmatched voter registration information to BMV or SSA records.
¥ Institute tighter controls on signing a petition and it’s effect on voter registrations.

% Address drop box issues.

‘Key Differences:

SB324

1.

Qualn‘:ed Electors Clausa

Defmes the qualtflcatlons that must be
verified for an elector to be entitled to vote.

' Not addressed in the bill

2.

Verification Sources to
Make Available to Boards
of Elections

BMV, DHS (inctuding SAVE), USCIS, SSA,

federal jury pool data or naturalization records,

Ohio Dept. of job & Family Services, Health,
Medicaid, Rehab and Corrections

BMV

. Proof of Citizenship

Requires all proof of citizenship be verified.
Excludes out-of-state DL/D as proof of
citizenship.

Does not require all proof of citizenship be
verified, allowing some that may false.
Accepts out-of-state DL/ID (or copy) as proof
of citizenship.

. Applicants/Voters

Excluded from US
Citizenship Verification

None, except as limited by SOS approved

verification sources:

« Allnew applicants are verified for
citizenship,

» All existing voters are verified during a
Monthly Citizen Review.

+ SSN4 and federal form applicants that
include UOCAVA are excluded from
verification before they are registered;

« Voters who don’t change their name/address,
and noncitizens not selected on the limited
Annual Noncitizen Review are not verified.

. ldentified as Nongitizen

or Lack of Proof of
Citizenship Documents

individuals claim to be US citizens but are
identified as noncitizens, or lack documents
may reqguest a hearing with the Board

Not addressed in the bill

. US Citizenship Tracling

Additional citizenship verification data fields

Limited new citizen verification data fields

. Voting Rights after

Identified As Not Verified
to be a US Citizen

Voters must cast a provisional ballot until
they provide proof of citizenship that is
verified by the Board.

Voters can cast a regutar ballot while the
Board attempts to obtain proof of citizenship
{which is not verified by the Board).

. Proof of Citizenship

Presentied at the Polls on
Election Day

Voters who present a US passport or DL/ID
issued after 4/6/2023 without a noncitizen
designation can vote a regular ballot; all
others must vote a provisional ballot.

Voters who present any proof of citizenship,
{or a copy), can vote a regular ballot without
verification the voter is a US citizen.

. Registration Identity

in compliance with HAVA, a current and valid

This bill continues to allow Ohio DL/ID or

mismatched data must vote provisional.

Information Ohio DL/ID is required; if an applicant does S5N4, which may conflict with federal taw.
not have one, SSN4 can be used.
10. Verify voter registration Conduct Morthly verification, plus Duplicates current HB552 which conducts a
information with verification immediately after the registration | weelly verification and voters with
BMV/SSA Records deadline before an election. Voters with mismatched data must vote provisional. This

aligns closer to current SOS directives.

1.

Public Infermation
Reporting

Transparent reporting of voter citizenship
information (date, evidence, source). Voters
can view provisional ballot information online.

Not addressed in the bilt

12.

Register to vote and sign
a petition on same day

Not addressed in the bill

Petition signatures only count if the individual
is registered on the date the petition is signed.

13.

Petition signatures from
ineligible voters

Petition signatures are only counted from
voters verified as qualified 1o vote.

Petitions signed by any voter, whether verified
as qualified to vote or not, are counted. All
voter registration deficiencles are resolved by
signing a petition.

Voter Verification

should be vetted on their own merit

14. Drop hoxes Requires a photo id and written affirmation Elector assistants can drop off batlots for any
when dropping off any ballot. Voters may voter with unverifiable affirmation and no Llimit
drop off up to two ballots for family members. | on the number of ballots dropped off. Adds
Qutdoor recepiacles are banned. adjacent locations for ballot drop-off.

15, Issues Not Retated o None; issues unrelated to Voter Verification Numerous additional sections unrelated to

Voter Verification are included
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Reviewed As To Form By
Legislative Service Commission

| 135 _2466-5
135th General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. H. B. No. 552
2023-2024
A BILL

To amend sections 3375.011, 3501.01, 3501.05,
3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15,
3503.151, 3503.152, 3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19,
3503.21, 3505.18%, 3505.182, 3505.183, 3505.20,
3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 and to enact
sections 3503.012, 3503.201, and 3503.202 of the
Revised Code to enact the Voter Verification Act
to require proof of citizenship to register to
vote, to reguire election officials to verify
certain information in voter registration
records, and to modify the procedure for
returning absent voter's ballcots to a board of

elections by perscnal delivery.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3375.011, 3501.01, 3501.05,
3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 3503.151, 3503.15Z,
3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19, 35033.21, 3505.181, 3505.182,
3505.183, 3505.20, 3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 be amended and
sections 3503.012, 3503.201, and 3503.202 of the Revised Code be

1\1NI\!lﬂlil!lllﬂllllitilllilﬁlllﬁﬁlﬂllIﬂllﬂlllﬂlﬂlllﬂllilﬂlﬁ
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Sub. H. B. No. 552
I_135_2466-5

enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 3375.011. Any library organized under Chapter 3375.
of the Revised Code shall provide free of charge to any
individual a photeocopy of that individual's driver's licensse,
temporary driver's permit, ex—state identification card, or anvy

of the forms of evidence listed under division (FR) of section

3501.01 of the Revised Cecde, if the individual requests one.

Sec. 3501.01. As used in the sections of the Revised Code

relating to elections and political communications:

(A) "General election™ means the election held on the

first Tuesday after the first Monday in each November,

(BY "Regular municipal election™ means the election held
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each

odd-numbered year.

(C) "Regular state election® means the election held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Nevember in each

even-numbered year.

(D} "Special election™ means any election other than those
elections defined in other divisions of this section. A special
election may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in May or November, on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in August in accordance with section 3501.022 of the
Reviszed Code, or on the day authorized by a particular municipal
or county charter for the helding of a primary electicn, except
that in any year in which a presidential primary election is
held, no special election shall be held in May, except as
authorized by a municipal or county charter, but may be held on

the third Tuesday after the first Monday in March.

(E) (1) "Primary" or "primary election”™ means an election
Yy S Y
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Sub. H. B. No. 552
I_135_2466-5

held for the purpose of nominating persons as candidates of
political parties for election to offices, and for the purpose
of electing perscns as members of the controlling committees of
political parties and as delegates and alternates to the
conventions of political parties. Primary elections shall be
held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each
year except in years in which a presidential primary electicn is

held.

{2) "Presidential primary election” means a primary
election as defined by division (E) (1) of this section at which
an election is held for the purpose of choosing deiegates and
alternates to the national conventions of the maljor political
parties pursuant to section 3513.12 of the Revised Code. Unless
ctherwise specified, presidential primary electicns are included
in references to primary elections. In years in which a
presidential primary election is held, all primary elections
shall be held on the third Tuesday after the first Monday in
March except as otherwise authorized by a municipal or county

charter.

(F) "Political party™ means any group of voters meeting
the reguirements set forth in section 3517.01 of the Revised

Code for the formation and existence of a political party.

{1) "Major political party"” means any political party
organized under the laws of this state whose candidate for
governor or nominees for presidential electors received not less
than twenty per cent of the total vote cast for such office at

the most recent regular state election.

(2} "Minor political party” means any political party
srganized under the laws of this state that meets either of the

following requirements:
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Sub. H. B. No. 552
I_135_2466-5

{a) Except as otherwise provided in this divisicn, the
political party's candidate for governor or nominees for
presidential electors received less than twenty per cent but not
less than three per cent of the total vote cast for such office
at the most recent regular state election. A political party
that meets the reguirements of this division remains a political
party for a period of four years after meeting those

requirements.

{b) The political party has filed with the secretary of
state, subsequent to its failure to meet the requirements of
division (F) (2) (a} of this section, a petition that meets the

requirements of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

A newly formed political party shall be known as a minor
political party until the time of the first election fer
governor or president which occurs not less than twelve months
subsequent to the formation of such party, after which election
the status of such party shall be determined by the vote for the

office of governor or president.

(G) "Dominant party in a precinct™ or "dominant pclitical
party in a precinct™ means that political party whose candidate
for election to the office of governor at the most recent
regular state election at which a governor was elected received
more votes than any other person received for electien to that

office in such precinct at such election.

(B} "Candidate” means any qualified person certified in
accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code for placement
on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special
election to be held in this state, or anv qualified person who
claims to be a write-in candidate, or who knowingly assents to

being represented as a write-in candidate by another at either a
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primary, general, or special election te be held in this state.

{I) "Independent candidate”™ means any candidate who claims
not to be affiliated with a political party, and whose name has
been certified on the coffice-type ballot at a gensral or special
election through the filing of a statement of candidacy and
nominating petition, as prescribed in section 3513.257 of the

Revised Code.

{J) "Nonpartisan candidate" means any candidate whose name
is reguired, pursuant to section 3505.04 of the Revised Code, to
be listed on the nonpartisan ballot, including all candidates
for judge of a municipal court, county court, or court of common
pieas, for member of any board of education, for municipal or
township offices in which primary elections are not held for
nominating candidates by peclitical parties, and for offices of
municipal corporations having charters that provide for separate

ballots for elections for these offices.

(K} "Party candidate™ means any candidate who claims to be
a member of a political party and who has been certified to
appear on the office-type ballot at a general or special
election as the nominee of a political party because the
candidate has won the primary election cof the candidate's party
for the public office the candidate seeks, has been nominated
under secition 3517.012, or is selected by party committee in

accordance with section 3513.31 of the Revised Ccede.

(LY "Officer of a political party" includes, but is not
limited te, any member, elected or appointed, of a contreclling
committee, whether representing the territery cf the state, a
district therein, a county, township, a city, a ward, a
precinct, or other territory, of a major or minor political

party.
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(M) "Question or issue" means any guestion or issue
certified in accordance with the Revised Code for placement on
an official ballot at a general or special electicn to be held

in this state.

(M) "Elector"™ or "gualified elector™ means a person having

the qualifications provided by law to be entitled to veocte.
{O) "Voter™ means an elector who votes at an election.

(P) "Voting residence™ means that place of residence of an
elector which shall determine the precinct in which the elector

may vote.

(Q) "Precinct" means a district within a county
established by the board of elections of such county within
which all qualified electors having a voting residence therein

may vote at the same polling place.

(R) "Polling place™ means that place provided for each
precinct at which the electors having a voting residence in such

precinct may vote.

{S) "Board" or "becard of elections™ means the board of
elections appointed in a county pursuant fTo section 3501.06 of

the Revised Code.

{T) "Political subdivision" means a county, township,

city, village, or school district.

(U} "Election officer"™ or "election official"™ means any of

the following:
(1) Secretary of state;

{2) Employees of the secretary of state serving the

division of elections in the capacity of attorney,
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administrative officer, administrative assistant, elections

administrator, office manager, or clerical supervisor;
(3) Director of a board of elections;
{4) Deputy director of a board of elections;
(5) Member of a board of elections;
{6) Employees of a board of electicns;
(7) Precinct election officials;

{8) Employees appointed by the boards of elections on a

temporary or part-time basis.

(V) "Acknowledgment notice" means a notice sent by a becard
of electicns, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state,
informing a voter registration applicant or an applicant who
wishes to change the applicant's residence or name of the status
of the application; the information necessary to complete or
update the application, if any; and if the application is

complete, the precinct in which the applicant is to vote.

(W) "Confirmation notice" means a notice sent by a board
of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, to
a registered elector to confirm the registered elector's current

resident address, name, or other information for registration

and wvoting. The notice shall be sent bv forwardable mail, shall

be accompanied by & postage prepaid, preaddressed return

envelope containing a form on which the elector may verify or

correct the elector's registration.

{X) "Designated agency" means an office or agency in the
state that provides public assistance or that provides state-
funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to

persons with disabilities and that 1s required by the National
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Voter Reglstration Act of 1993 to implement a program designed
and administered by the secretary of state for registering
voters, or any other public or government office or agency that
implements a preogram designed and administered by the secretary
of state for registering voters, including the department of job
and family services, the program administered under section,
3701.132 of the Revised Code by the department of health, the
department of mental health and addiction services, the
department of developmental disabilities, the opportunities for
Ohicans with disabilities agency, and any other agency the
secretary of state designates. "Designated agency" does not
include publiic high schools and vocational schools, public

libraries, or the office of a county treasurer.

{Y) "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" means the
"National Voter Registration Act of 1993," 107 Stat. 77, 42
U.S.C.A. 1973gg.

(z) "Voting Rights Act of 1965" means the "Voting Rights
Act of 1965," 79 Stat. 437, 42 U.S.C.A. 1973, as amended.

{AR) (1} "Photo identificatien” means one of the following
documents that includes the individual's name and photegraph and

is not expired:

() An Ohio driver's license, state identification card,
or interim identification form issued by the registrar of motor
vehicles or a deputy registrar under Chapter 4506. or 4507. of
the Revised Code;

(b} A United States passport or passport card;

{(c) A United States military identification card, Ohio
national guard identification card, or United States department

of veterans affailrs identification card.
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{2) A "copy"™ of an individual's photo identification means
images of both the front and back of a document described in
division (ARA) (1) of this section, except that if the document is
a United States passport, a copy of the phote identification
means an image of the passport's identification page that
includes the individual's name, photograph, and other

identifying information and the passport's expilration date.

{(BR) "Driver's license"™ means a license or permit issued
by the registrar or z deputy registrar under Chapter 4506, or
4507. of the Revised Code that authorizes an individual to
drive. "Driver's license" includes a driver's license,
commercial driver's license, probationary license, restricted
license, motorcycle operator's license, or temporary instruction
permit identification card. "Driver's license” does not include
a limited term license issued under section 4307.09 of the

Revised Code.

(CC} "State identification card" means a card issued by
the registrar or a deputy registrar under sections 4507.50 to

4507.52 of the Revised Code.

(DD) "Interim identification form"™ means the document
issued by the registrar or a deputy registrar to an applicant
for a driver's license or state identification card that
contains all of the information otherwise found on the license
or card and that an applicant may use as a form of
identification until the physical license or card arrives in the

mail.

{(FF) (1) "Proof of citizenship™ means evidenge that, when

verified as authentic, dindicates an individual is a United

States citizen, in the form of one of the following:

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000148

Page 9

222
223
224
225
226
227
228

229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237

238
239
240

241
242
243
244
245
246
247

248
249
250



Sub. H. B. No. 552
1_135_2466-5

{a} The number of the individual's current or expired Chio

driver's license or state jdentification card, if the board of

elections verifies using information cbtained from the bureauy of

motor vehicles that the individual has submifted documentation

to the bureau that indjicates that the individual is a United

States citizen;

{(b) The individual's current or expired Chio driver's

license, state identification card, or interim identification

form issued on or after April 7, 2023, or a copy of the front

and back of that license, card, or form, if the license, card,

or form does not include a notation designating that the

individual is a noncitizen of the United States;:

{¢) The indiwvidual's birth certificate, certification of

report of birth, or consular report of birth abroad, or a

legible copyv of one of those documents:

{(d) The individual's current or expired United States

passport or passport card, a legible copy of the identification

page of the passport, or a leagible copy of the front and back of

the passport card:

(e¢) The individual's certificate of naturalization orxr

certificate of citizenship or a copv of one of those documents.

(2} If an individual's current legal name is different

from the name on the individual's progof of citizenship, the

individual alsc shall provide proof of the change of name, such

as a copy of a marriage license or court order.

(FF} "Citizenship verification source" means anvy_records

or databases kept by the following entities that mav be used o

verify the authenticityv of a piece of evidence described in

division (EE} of this section:
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{1} The bureau of motor vehicles;

{2} The United States department of homeland securityv,

including the svystematic alien verification for entitlements

database, the person centric query service, the perseon centric

identity services, or the central index system;

(3} The United States citizenship and immigration service;

{4) The United States social seguritv administration:

{(5) The department of job and family services, the

department of health, the department of medicaid, and the

department of rehabilitaticon and corrections;

6) Anv federal agency that maintains federal jur col

data or naturalization records.

Sec. 3501.05. The secretary of state shall do all ¢f the

following:
(A} Appoint all members of boards cof elections;

(B) Issue instructions by directives and advisories in
accordance with section 3501.053 of the Revised Code to members

of the boards as to the proper methods of conducting elections.

{C) Prepare rules and instructions for the conduct of

elections;

{D) Publish and furnish to the boards from time to time a
sufficient number of indexed copies of all election laws then in

force;

(E) Bdit and issue all pamphlets concerning propcesed laws

or amendments required by law to be submitted to the voters;

(F) Prescribe the form of registration cards, blanks, and

records;
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(G} Determine and prescribe the forms of ballots and the
forms of all blanks, cards of instructions, pocllbooks, tally
sheets, certificates of election, and forms and blanks required

by law for use by candidates, committees, and boards;

(H} Prepare the ballot title or statement to be placed on
the ballot for any proposed law or amendment to the constitution

to be submitted to the veoters of the state;

(I) Except as otherwise provided in section 3519.08 of the
Revised Code, certify to the several boards the forms of ballots
and names of candidates for state offices, and the form and
wording of state referendum questions and issues, as they shall

appear cn the ballot;

{J) Except as otherwise provided in division (I) {(2) (b) of
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code, give final approval to
ballot language for any local question or issue approved and
transmitted by boards of elections under section 3501.11 of the

Revised Code;

{K) Receive all initiative and referendum petiticns cn
state questions and issues and determine and certify to the

sufficiency of those petitions;

(L) Require such reports from the several boards as are
provided by law, or as the secretary of state considers

necessary;

(M) Ccmpel the observance by election officers in the

several counties of the requirements of the election laws;

(N} {1) Except as otherwise provided in division (N) {2) of
this section, investigate the administration of election laws,
frauds, and irregularities in elections in any county, and

report viclations of election laws to the attorney general or
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prosecuting attorney, or both, for prosecution;

{2) On and after August 24, 1995, report a failure toc
comply with or a violaticn of a provision in sections 3517.08 to
3517.13, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, or 3599.031 of the Revised
Code, whenever the secretary of state has or should have
knowledge of a failure to comply with or a violation of a
provision in one of those sections, by filing a complaint with
the Chio elections commission under section 3317.153 of the

Revised Code.

{0} Make an annual report to the governor containing the
results of elections, the cost of elections in the various
counties, a tabulation of the votes in the several political
subdivisions, and other information and recommendations relative

to elections the secretary of state considers desirable;

(P} Prescribe and distribute tc boards of elections a list
of instructions indicating all legal steps necessary to petition
successfully for lccal option elections under sections 4301.32

to 4301.41, 4303.29, 4305.14, and 4305.15 ¢of the Revised Code;

{Q) Adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code for the removal by boards of elections of ineligible voters
from the statewide voter registration database and, if
applicable, from the poll list or signature pollbook used in
gach precinct, which rules shall provide for all of the

following:

(1) A process for the removal of voters who have changed
residence, which shall be uniform, nondiscriminatory, and in
compliiance with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the National
Voter Registration Act of 1893, including a program that uses

the national change of address service provided by the United
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States postal system through its licensees;

(2) A process for the removal of ineligible voters under

section 3503.21 of the Revised Code;

(3) A uniform system for marking or removing the name of a
voter who is ineligible to vote from the statewide voter
registration database and, if applicable, from the poll list or
signature pollbook used in each precinct and noting the reason

for that mark or remcval.

(R} Prescribe a general program for registering voters or
updating voter registration information, such as name and
residence changes, by boards of elections, designated agencies,
offices of deputy registrars of motor vehicles, public high
schocls and vocational schools, public libraries, and offices of
county treasurers consistent with the requirements of section

3503.09 of the Revised Code;

(S} Prescribe a program of distribution of voter
registration forms through boards of elections, designated
agencies, offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of
motor vehicles, public high schools and vocational schools,

public libraries, and offices of county treasurers;

(T) To the extent feasible, provide copiles, at no cost and
upon request, of the voter registration form in post offices in

this state;

(U) Adopt rules pursuant to section 111.15 of the Revised
Code for the purpose of implementing the program for reglstering
voters through boards of elections, designated agencies, and the
offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of motor vehicles

consistent with this chapter;

(V) Establish the full-time position of Americans with
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Disabilities Act coordinator within the office of the secretary

of state to do all of the following:

{1) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that there

is equal access to polling places for persons with disabilities;

(2} Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that each
voter may cast the voter's ballot in a manner that provides the
same opportunity for access and participation, including privacy

and independence, as for other voters;

(3} Advise the secretary of state in the development of
standards for the certification of voting machines, marking

devices, and auvtomatic tabulating equipment.

{W) Establish and maintain a computerized statewide
database of all legally registered voters under secticn 3503.15
of the Revised Code that complies with the requirements of the
"Help America Vote Act of 2002," Pub. L. No. 107-252, 116 Stat.

1666, and provide training in the operation of that system;

{X) Ensure that zall directives, advisories, other
instructions, or decisions issued or made during or as a result
of any conference or teleconference call with a board of
elections to discuss the proper methods and procedures for
conducting elections, to answer questions regarding elections,
or to discuss the interpretation of directives, advisories, or
other instructions issued by the secretary of state are posted
on a web site of the office of the secretary of state as soon as
is practicable after the completion of the conference or
teleconference call, but not later than the close of business on
the same day as the conference or teleconference call takes

rplace.

{Y} Publish a report cn a web site of the cffice of the
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secretary of state not later than one menth after the completion
of the canvass of the election returns for each primary and
general election, identifying, by county, the number of absent
voter's ballots cast and the number of those ballots that were
counted, and the number of provisional ballots cast and the
number of those ballots that were counted, for that election.
The secretary of state shall maintain the information on the web

site in an archive format for each subsequent election.

{7} Conduct voter education outlining voter
identification, absent voters ballot, provisional balloet, and

other voting requirements;

(AA) Establish a procedure by which a registered elector
may make available to a koard of elections a more recent
signature to be used in the poll list or signature pollbook
produced by the board of elections of the county in which the

elector resides;

{BB) Disseminate information, which may include all or
part of the official explanations and arguments, by means of
direct mail or other written publication, broadcast, or other
means or combination of means, as directed by the Chio ballot
board under division (¥} of section 3505.062 of the Revised
Code, in order to inform the voters as fully as possible
concerning each proposed constitutional amendment, proposed law,

or referendum;

(CCY) Be the single state office responsible for the
implementation of the "Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
Voting Act," Pub. L. No. 99-410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U.s5.C.
1973ff, et seg., as amended, in this state. The secretary of
state may delegate to the boards of elections respensibilities

for the implementation of that act, including respeonsibilities
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arising from amendments to that act made by the "Military and

Overseas Voter Empowerment Act,™ Subtitle H of the "Naticnal

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010," Pub.

111-84, 123 stat. 3190.

L. No.

(DD} Adopt rules, under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code,

to establish procedures and standards for determining

board of elections shall be placed under the official

when a

oversight

of the secretary of state, placing a board cof elections under

the official oversight of the secretary of state, a board that

is under official oversight to transition out of official

oversight, and the secretary of state to supervise a board of

elections that is under official oversight of the secretary c¢f

state.

(EE)} Provide training to beards of elections on how to

verifv the United States citizenship of voter registration

applicants.

(FF)} Perform other duties reguired by law.

Whenever a primary election is held under section 3513.32

of the Revised Code or a special election is held under section

3521.03 of the Revised Code to fill a vacancy in the office of

representative to congress, the secretary of state shall

establish a deadline, notwithstanding any other deadline

required under the Revised Code, by which any or all of the

following shall ogcur: the filing of a declaration of

candidacy

and petitionsg or a statement of candidacy and nominating

petition together with the applicable filing fee; the

protests against the candidacy of any person filing a

filing of

declaration o©f candidacy or nominating petition; the filing of a

declaration ¢f intent to be a write-in candidate; the

campaign finance reports; the preparation of, and the

filing of

making of
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corrections cr challenges to, precinct voter registration lists;
the receipt of applications for absent voter's ballots or
uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots; the
supplying of election materials to pracincts by boards of
elections; the holding of hearings by boards of elections to
consider challenges to the right of a person to appear on a
voter registration list; and the scheduling of programs to

instruct or reinstruct election officers.

In the performance of the secretary cf state’s duties as
the chief election officer, the secretary of state may
administer oaths, issue subpoenas, summon witnesses, compel the
production of bocks, papers, records, and other evidence, and
fix the time and place for hearing any matters relating to the

administration and enforcement of the election laws.

In any controversy involving or arising out of the
adoption of registration or the appropriation of funds for
registration, the secretary of state may, through the attorney
general, bring an action in the name of the state in the court
of common pleas of the county where the cause of action arcse or

in an adjoining county, to adjudicate the gquestion.

In any action inveolving the laws in Title XXXV of the
Revised Code wherein the interpretation of those laws is in
issue in such a manner that the result of the action will affect
the lawful duties of the secretary of state or of any board of
elections, the secretary of state may, on the secretary of

state's moticn, be made a party.

The secretary of state may apply to any court that is
hearing a case in which the secretary of state is a party, for a
change of venue as a substantive right, and the change of venue

shall be allowed, and the case removed to the court of common
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pleas of an adjoining county named in the application ox, if
there are cases pending in mere than one jurisdiction that
involve the same or similar issues, the court of common pleas of

Franklin county.

Public high schocls and vocational schools, public
libraries, and the office of a county treasurer shall implement
voter registration programs as directed by the secretary of

state pursuant to this sectiocn.

Sec. 3503.01, A&+ Every—(A) (1} Onlv individuals who

possess the following gualifications, as verified by the

secretary of state or by a board of elections, have the

qualifications of an elector and may register to vote, be

regqistered to vote, or vote in a federal, state, or local

election in the precinct in which the individual resides:

{a) Is a citizen of the United States who is ¢f the age of
elghteen years or over—ane—vwho—has;

(b} Has been a resident of the state thirty days
immediately preceding the election at which the eitizen—
individual offers to vote, is a resident of the county and

precinct in which the edtdsen—individual offers te vote, and has

been registered to vote for thirty daysy—has—the-guatsirestions—
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(c) Is not ineligible fo vote by reason of a felony

conviction under division (A) (4) of section 3503.21 of the

Revised Code:

{(d} Is not incompetent to vote under division (A)Y (5) of

gection 3503.21 of the Revised Code.

{2) Except as provided in division (A} {3) of this section,
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an elector who registers to vote or submits a change of

residence or change of name form on or after the effective date

of this amendment shall provide proof of citizenship, as defined

in division (EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Cecde, to the

hoard of elections, and if the elector has ng proof of

citizenship, the elector may reguest a hearing under section

3503.012 of the Revised Code to establish that the elector is a

citizen of the United States. An elector whose registration

record indicates that the elector is verified as a United States

citizen is not required to provide proof of citizenship when

subsequently registering to vote or updating the elector's

registration in this state.

{(B) When only a portion of a precinct is included within
the boundaries of an election district, the board of elections
may assign the electors residing in such portion of a precinct
to the nearest precinct or portion of a precinct within the
boundaries of such election district for the purpose of voting
at any special election held in such district. In any election
in which only a part of the electors in a precinct is gualified
to vote, the board may assign voters in such part to an
adjoining precinct. Such assignment may be made to an adjoining
precinct in another county with the consent and approval of the
board of elections of such cther county if the number of voters
assigned to vote in a precinct in ancther county is two hundred

or less.

The board shall notify all such electors so assigned, at
least ten days prior to the holding of any such election, of the
locaticon of the polling place where they are entitled to vote at

such election.

As used in division (B) of this section, "election
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district™ means a school district, municipal corporation,
township, or other political subdivision that includes territory
in more than one precinct or any other district or authority
that includes territery in more than one precinct and that is
authorized by law to place an issue on the ballot at a special

election.

Sec., 3503.012. (A) Anv elector who desires to register to

vote, but who does not have any proof cof United States

citizenship as defined in division (EE} of section 3501.01 of

the Revised Code, may make a written request, on a form

prescribed by the secretarv of state, to the board of electiocns

requesting that the board held a hearing to determine the

elector's United States citizenship. The request shall be

accompanied by a sworn affidavit that the elector is a United

States citizen.

{(B) Upon receiving a written regquest under division (A) of

this section, the board shall mail written notice ¢f the hearing

to the elector, including the time and place of the hearing,

through first class mail, to the address indicabed con the

written request, or if there is no address indicated, to the

elector's address on file with the beoard of elections. The

hearing shall be held not more than ten davs after the electoer

submits a written request. An elector mav retain counsel,

testifv, present evidence, and call witnesses. Testimony shall

be under oath. The board shall exercise due diligence, conduct

an investigation to determine the truth of the matter, including

exanining anv relevant databases, and may subpoena witnesses and

other evidence. Third parties may present sworn testimonv and

evidence relevant to the matter.

(C) After the board conducts the hearing described in
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division (B)Y of this section, the board prompily shall make a

determination, by majoritv vote, whether the electcr, bv a

preponderance of the evidence, is a United States citizen.

(D) If the becard determines that an elector is a United

States citizen under division {C) of this section, the board

shall record that fact in the elector's voter registration

record and report that fact to the secretary of state.

(E} If the board determines that an elector has failed, by

a preponderance of the evidence, to prove that the elector is a

United States citizen, the board shall record that fact and

report it to the secretary of state. Not more than twentv davs

after the board's decision, the elector may appeal the degision

to the court of common pleas in the county in which the elector

resides. If the board's determination fails not more than ninety

davs before an election, the court of common pleas ghail hear

the case on an expedited basig.

(F} The secretary of state shall adopf rules for the

implementation of this section.

Sec. 3503.06. (A) No person shall be entitled to vote at
any election, unless the person is registered as an elector and
will have resided in the county and precinct where the person is
registered for at least thirty days at the time of the next

election.

{B}) No person shall be entitled to sign any petition,
unless the person is registered as an elector and resides in a
precinct in which the candidacy or issue that is the subject of

the petiticn will appear on the ballot._If a person for whem &

board of elections's official registration list c¢r the statewide

voter registration database indicates is not verified as
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eligible to vote signs a petition, that person's signature shall

not _be counted, unless and until the perscn is verified as

eligible to wvote.

{C) (1) (a) Except for a nominating petition for
presidential electors, no person shall be entitled to circulate
any petition unless the person is a resident of this state and

is at least eighteen years of age.

{b) No person shall be entitled to circulate a neminating
petition for presidential electors unless the person is at least

eighteen years of age.

(2) All electicn officials, in determining the residence
of a person circulating a petition under division (C) (1) of this

section, shall be governed by the fcollowing rules:

{a) That place shall be considered the residence of a
person in which the person's habitation is fixed and to which,
whenever the person is absent, the person has the intention of

returning.

(b) A perscon shall not be considered to have lost the
person's residence who leaves the person's home and goes into
another state for temporary purposes only, with the intention of

returning.

{c) A person shall not be considered to have gained a
residence in any county of this state into which the person
comes for tempcrary purposes only, without the intention of

making that county the permanent place of abode.

(d) If a person removes to another state with the
intention of making that state the person's residence, the
person shall be considered to have lost the person's residence

in this state.
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fe) Except as cotherwlise provided in division (C) (2) (f) of
this section, if a person removes from this state and
continuously resides outside this state for a period of four
years or more, the person shall be considered to have lost the
perscn's residence in this state, notwithstanding the fact that
the person may entertain an intention to return at some future

period.

(fy If a person removes from this state to engage in the
services of the United States government, the person shall not
be considered to have lost the person's residence in this state
during the peried of that service, and likewise sheculd the
person enter the employment of the state, the place where that
person resided at the time of the person's removal shall be

considered to be the person's place of residence.

{g) If a person goes into another state and, while there,
exercises the right of a citizen by voting, the person shall be

considered to have lost the person's residence in this state.

Sec. 3503.13., (A) (1) Except as otherwise provided in
division (&) {2) of this section, voter registration forms
submitted by applicants and the statewide voter registration
database established under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code
are public records subject to disclosure under section 149.43 of

the Revised Code.

{2) None of the following are subject tc disclosure under

division {(A) (1) of this section:

{a} An electer's full or partial social security number,
driver's license or state identification card number, telephone

number, or electronic mail address;

{b) A confidential voter registration record, as described
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in section 111.44 of the Revised Code;

{c) The address of a designated public service worker, if
the designated public service worker has submitted a redaction
request to the board of elections under section 149.45 of the

Revised Code;

(d) An elector's proof of citizenship;

{e) Any other information that is prohikited from bheing

disclosed by state or federal law.

(B) A board of elections may use a legible digitized
signature list of voter signatures, copied from the signatures
on the registration forms in a form and manner prascribed by the
secretary of state, provided that the board includes the
required voter registration informaticn in the statewide voter
registration database established under section 3503.15 of the
Revised Code, and provided that the precinct election officials
have computer printouts at the polls prepared in the manner

required under section 3503.23 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3503.14. (A) The secretary of state shall prescribe
the form and content of the registration, change of residence,
and change of name forms used in this state. The forms shall
meet the reguirements of the National Voter Registration Act of

1993 and shall imelude-spaees—fer—require the applicant to
provide all of the following:

(1} The weterls—applicant's full name_ as it appears on the

applicant's identification provided to register to vote;

{(2) The weterls—applicant's residence address;

{3) The current date;

(4) The weterls—applicant's date of birth;
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(5) The woter—te—provide—amtIeosteone—eof-the~following
forms of identification_that meet the requirements of 52 U.S.C.

21083 (a) (5} (A):

{a) The wererts—applicant's current and vaiid Chio

driver's license or state identification card number_if the

appiicant has one;

(b) Fre—0Or, if the applicant does not have a current and

valid Ohig driver's license or state identification card, the

last four digits of the weter'ts—applicant's social security

number. A board of elections shall not accept or process a votexr

registration application if the applicant does not provide a

current and valid OChic's driver's license or state

identification card number, when available records from the

bureau of motor wvehicles indicate that the applicant has a

current and valid Ohio's driver's license or state

identification card number. If a board of elections rejects an

application for this reason, the board shall send the applicant

a notice, to the address the applicant indicated on the form,

instructing the applicant to applv to register to wvote using the

applicant's Ohig's driver's license ¢or state identificaticon card

number and include with the notice a kblank voter registration

form.

{6) Proof of United States citizenship as defined in

division (EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, except

that the applicant is not regquired to provide proof of

citizenship if the applicant has previously provided progf of

citizenship that has been verified by the board when registering

to vote or submitting a change of residence or change of name in

this state. If an applicant whe previously renocunced, forfeited,

or otherwise lost United States citizenship applies to register
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to vote, the applicant is reguired to provide proof of

citizenship when registering to vote.

464~ (7) The wererla-applicant's signature.

The registration form shall include a space on which the
person registering an applicant shall sign the person's name and
provide the person's address and a space on which the person
registering an applicant shall name the employer who is

employin§ that person to register the applicant.

Except for forms prescribed by the secretary of state
under section 3503.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of
state shall permit boarxds of elections to produce forms that
have subdivided spaces for each individual alphanumeric
character of the information provided by the voter so as to
accommodate the electronic reading and conversion of the voter's
information to data and the subsequent electronic transfer of
that data to the statewide voter registration database

established under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code.

(B} None of the following persons who are registering an
applicant in the course of that official’s or employee's normal
duties shall sign the person's name, provide the person's
address, or name the employer who is employing the person to

register an applicant on a form prepared under this section:
(1) An election official;
(2) A county treasurer;
{(3) A deputy registrar of motor wvehicles;
{4) 2An employee of a designated agency;

(5) BAn employee of a public high school;
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{(6) An employee of a public vocational school;

{7) An employee of a public library;

(8) An employee of the office of a county treasurer;

(9} An employee of the bureau of motor vehicles;

(10) An employee of a deputy registrar of motor wvehicles;
{11} An employee of an election official.

(C) Except as provided in section 3501.382 of the Revised
Cede, any applicant who is unable to sign the applicant’s own
name shall make an "X," if possible, which shall be certified by
the signing of the name of the applicant by the person filling
out the form, who shall add the person's own signature. If an
applicant is unable to make an "¥," the applicant shall indicate
in some manner that the applicant desires to register te vote or
to change the applicant's name or residence. The person
registering the applicant shall sign the form and attest that
the applicant indicated that the applicant desired to register

to vote or to change the applicant's name or residence.

(D) Mo registration, change of residence, or change of
name form shall be rejected solely on the basis that a person
registering an applicant failed to sign the person's name or
failed to name the employer who is employing that person to
register the applicant as required under division (A) of this

section.

(E} A voter registration application submitted online
through the internet pursuant to secticn 3503.20 of the Revised
Code is not reguired te contain a signature to be considered
valid. The signature obtained under division (B) of that section

shall be considered the applicant's signature fer all election
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and signature-matching purposes.

{F) As used in this section, "registering an applicant"
includes any effort, for compensation, to provide voter
registration forms or to assist persons in completing or

returning those forms.

Sec. 3503.15. (A) The secretary of state shall establish
and maintain a statewide voter registration database that shall
be administered by the office of data analytics and archives in
the office of the secretzry of state and made continuocusly
available to each board of elections and to cother agencies as

authorized by law.

The statewide voter registration database shall be the
official 1ist of registered electors for all elections conducted

in this state.

{(B) The statewide voter registration database shall, at a

minimum, include all of the following:

(1) An electronic network that connects zall board of
elections offices with the office of the secretary of state and

with the offices of all other boards of elections;

{2) A computer program that harmonizes the records
contained in the database with records maintained by each board

of elections;

{3) An interactive computer program that allows access to
the records contained in the database by each board of electiocns
and by any perscns authorized by the secretary of state to add,
delete, modify, or print database records, and tc conduct

updates of the database;

{4) A search program capable of verifying registered
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electors and their registration information by name, driver's
license or state identification card number, birth date, social

security number, or current address;

(5} Safeguards and components to ensure that the
integrity, security, and confidentiality of the voter

registration information is maintained;

(6) Methods to retain canceled voter reglstration records
for not less than five years after they are canceled and to

record the reason for their cancellation.

{C) For each registered elector, the statewide voter
registration database shall include all of the following

information:
{1} The elector's name;
(2) The elector's birth date;
(3) The elector's current residence address;
{4) The elector's precinct number;

(5) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state

identification card number, if available;

(6) The last four digits of the elector's social security

number, if available;
{7) The elector's telephone number, if available;
{8) The elector's electronic mail address, if available;

(%) (a) The elector's voter registration dats, which shall
be determined basad on the elector's most recent application to
register to vote in this state, subiect to division (C) (9) (b) of

this section, as follows:
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(i) In the case of an application delivered in person to a
state or local office of a designated agency, the office of the
registrar or any deputy registrar of motor vehicles, a public
high scheool or vocational schoeol, a pubklic library, or the
office of a county treasurer, the date stamped con the
application upcn receipt by the entity that transmits the

application to the board of elections or the secretary of state;

(ii) In the case of an application delivered in person to
a board of elections or the secretary of state, the date stamped
on the application upon receipt by the board of elections or the

secretary of state, as applicable;

{iii) In the case of an application delivered by mail to a
board of elections or the secretary of state, the date the

applicaticon is postmarked;

{iv) In the case of an application submitted through the
online voter registration system established under section

3503.20 of the Revised Code, the date of the c¢nline submission;

(v) In the case of an application submitted to a bcard of
elections by facsimile transmission or electronic mail under
Chapter 3511. of the Revised Code, the date of the receipt of

the transmissicn or electrenic mail by the board of elections;

(vi) In the case of a provisional ballot affirmatiocn that
serves as an application to register to vote in future elections
because the individual who cast the ballot is not registered to
vote, the date the board of electicns determines that the
provisional ballot is invalid under section 3505.183 of the

Revised Code.

(b} For purposes of determining an elector's voter

registration date under division (C) (9) {a) of this section, all
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of the following apply:

(i) An elector's voter registration date shall not be
during the periocd beginning on the day after the close of voter
registration before an election and ending on the day of the
election. If the date determined under division (C) (9) (a) of
this section would be during that period, the voter registration
date instead shall be the date on which the board of elections
processes the application to register to vote after the day of

the election.

(ii) A change of address or change of name form, including
a provisional ballot affirmation that serves as a change of
address or change of name form, is not considered an application

to register to vote.

(iii) An application to register to vote that is submitted
by an individual who is already registered toc vote in this state

is not considered an application to register to vote.

{10} The elector's wvoting history, including all of the
following for each election in which the elector cast a ballot

that was counted:
{a) The date of the election;

(b)Y If the election was a primary election, the political
party whose ballot the elector cast at the primary election or
an indication that the elector voted only on the questions and
issues appearing on the ballot at a special election held on the

day of the primary electicn;
{c} The type of ballot the electcr cast.

(11) The elector's last activity date, which shall be

determined in accordance with rules adopted by the secretary of
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state pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code—w.

(12} The date, if anv, on which a board of elections

verified thaf the elector is a United States citizen, as

described in division (A) {1} of section 3503.201 of the Revised

Code, and which proof of citizenship, as defined in division

(EE} of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, was presented as

evidence the elector is a United States citizen;

{13) The citizenship verification source, ag defined in

division (FF) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code;

(14) Whether the elector registered to vote using a

federal or state form;

{15} Whether the elector was reguired to cast 3

provisional ballct, and the reason the elector was required to

cast a provisional ballot, except if the elector's provisignal

ballot was counted under section 3505.183 of the Revised Ccde,

the indication that the elector was required to gast a

provisiconal ballot shall be removed from the database:

(16} Whether the elector's United State citizenship has

heen verified, and, if so, whether the elector is a citizen of

the United States.

{17} Any other information the secretary of state requires
to be included by rule adopted pursuant to Chapter 119. of the

Revised Code.

(D} Every day during the period beginning on the forty-
sixth day before an election and ending on the eighty-first day
after the day of the election, a board of elections shall create
a daily record of its voter registration database as of four
p.m. and shall transmit the daily record to the secretary of

state in a secure manner prescribed by the secretary of state.
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The secretary of state shall archive the daily record and retain

it for at least twenty-two months after the day of the election.

(E) The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to implement this section and
sections 3503.151 to 3503.153 of the Revised Code, including

rules doing all of the follewing:

{1) Specifying the manner in which any voter registration
records maintained by boards of elections in other data formats
shall be converted for inclusion in the statewide voter

registration database;

{2) Establishing a uniform method for entering voter
registration records into the statewide voter registration
database on an expedited basis, but not less than once per day,
if new registration information is received, and for

transmitting information securely to the secretary of state;

(3) Establishing a uniform method for purging canceled
voter registration records from the statewide voter registration

database in accordance with section 3503.21 of the Revised Code;

(4) Specifying the persons authorized to add, delete,
modify, or print records contained in the statewide voter

registration database and to make updates of that database;

{5) Establishing a process for annually auditing the
information contained in the statewide voter registration

database.

(F) A board of elections promptly shall purge a voter's
name and veoter registration infermation from the statewide voter
registration database in accordance with the rules adopted by
the secretary of state under division (E) (3} of this section

after the cancellation of a veter's registration under section
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3503.21 of the Revised Code.

(G} The secretary of state shall provide training in the
operation of the statewide voter registration database to each
board of elections and to any persons authorized by the
secretary of state to add, delete, modify, or print database

records, and to conduct updates of the database.

(H) A board of elections and any vendor with which it
contracts to provide voter registration software or related
services shall ensure that the board's voter registration system
and practices comply with the requirements of this section and

any rules adopted under this section.

Sec. 3503.151. (A) The secretary of state, through the
office of data analytics and archives, and the boards of
elections shall maintain the accuracy of the statewide voter

registration database in accordance with this section.

{B) (1) State agencies, including, but not limited to, the
department of health, the bureau of motor vehicles, the
department of job and family services, the department of
medicaid, and the department of rehabilitation and corrections,
shall provide any information and data to the secretary of state
that is collected in the course of normal business and that is
necessary to register to vote, to update an elector’'s
registration, or to maintain the statewide voter registration
database, except where prohibited by federal law or regulation.
The department of health, the bureau of motor vehicles, the
department of job and family services, the department of
medicaid, and the department of rehabilitation and corrections
shall provide that information and data to the secretary of
state not later than the last day of each month. The secretary

of state shall ensure that any information or data provided to
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the secretary of state that i1s confidential in the possession of
the entity providing the data remains confidential while in the
possession of the secretary of state. No public office, and no
public cfficial or employee, shall =zell that infermation or data

or use that information or data for profit.

{2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules under Chapter
119. of the Revised Code that establiish, by mutual agreement
with the bureau of motor vehicles, the content and format of the
information and data the bureau of motor vehicles shall provide
to the secretary of state under division (B) (1) of this section
and the frequency with which the bureau shall provide that

information and data.

{3] The secretarv of state shall obtain and make the

information and data the bureau of motor vehicles provides to

the secretary of state under division (B) {1} of this sectiogn,

and anv data and information cbtained from anv source listed in

division {FF) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, available

to the beoards of elections for purposes of registering veters,

updating voter registrations, or maintaining the statewide voter

registration database, except where prohibited by federal law or

requlations.

(C) (1) The secretary of state shall enter into agreements
to share information or data that is in the possession of the
secretary of state with other states or groups of states, as the
secretary of state considers necessary, in order to maintain the
statewide voter registration database. Except as otherwise
provided in division (C){2) of this section, the secretary of
state shall ensure that any information or data provided to the
secretary of state that is confidential in the possession of the

state providing the data remains confidential while in the
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possession of the secretary of state.

{2) The secretary of state may provide such otherwise
confidential information or data to persons or organizations
that are engaging in legitimate geovernmental purposes related to
the maintenance of the statewide voter registration database.
The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to Chapter
119. of the Revised Code identifying the persons or
organizations who may receive that informaticn or data. The
secretary of state shall not share that information or data with
a person or organization not identified in those rules. The
secretary of state shall ensure that a person cr organization
that receives confidential infermation or data under this
division keeps the information or data confidential in the
person's or organization's possession by, at a minimum, entering
into a confidentiality agreement with the person or
organization. Any confidentiality agreement entered into under
this division shall include a requirement that the person or
organization submit to the fjurisdiction of this state in the

event that the person or organization breaches the agreement.

(3) No person or entity that receives information or data
under division (C} of this section shall sell the information or

data or use the information or data for profit.

(D) The secretary of state shall regularly transmit to the
boards of elections, to the extent permitted by state and
federal law, the information and data the secretary of state
receives under divisions (B} and (C) of this section that is
necessary to dc the following, in order to ensure that the
accuracy of the statewide voter reglstration database is
maintained on a regular basis in accordance with applicable

state and federal law:
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{1} Require the boards of elections to maintain the
database in a manner that ensures that the name of each
registered elector appears in the database, that only
individuals whe are not registered or eligiblie to vote are
removed from the database, and that duplicate registrations are

eliminated from the database:;

{(2) Require the boards of elections to make—areasenabie—
effortde—remove individuals who are not eligible to vote from

the database;

(3) Establish safeguards toc ensure that eligible electors

are not removed in error from the database.

(R) (1) The secretary of state shall use the information in

the statewide voter registration database and the databases of

the bureau of motor vehicles and the United States social

security administration to prepare and transmii to each board of

alections a monthly report, in addition to a report immediatelwv

after the deadline to register to vofe in an election, that

identifies each voter registration record in the county to which

any of the following apply and that has not been identified in a

previous report:

{(a) The record contains neither an Ohio driver's license

or state identification card number nor the last four digits of

a social security number.

{b) The record contains an Ohioc driver's license or state

identification card number, but one of the following applies:

(i} The number does not exist in the receords of the bureau

cf motor vehicles.

{ii) The number exists in the records of the bureau of

motor vehicles but is not associated with the first name, last
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name, and date of birth that appear in the voter registration

record.

(ii1i) Except as otherwise provided in division (E) (2) of

this secticn, the number exists in the records of the bureau of

motor vehicles and is associated with the first name, last nanme,

and date of birth that appear in the voter registration record,

but the residence address that appears in the records ¢f the

bureau of motor vehicles is not the same as the residence

address that appears in the voter registration record.

{(¢) The record contains the lasi four gigits of a social

securitv number, but one of the following applies:

(i) Those digits dc not exist in the records of the United

States social securityv administration.

{i1) Those digits exist in the records of the United

States social security administration but are not associated

with the first name, last name, and date of birth that appear in

the voter registration record.

(iii) Those digits exist in the records of the United

States social security administration, and are associated with

the first name, last name, and date of birth that appear in the

voter registration record, but available records from the bureau

of motor vehicles indicate that the registrant has a current and

valid Ohio driver's license or state identification number, and

that the number is not in the voter registration record.

(2} The report shall exclude anyv voter registration record

described in division (E} (1} (b} (iii) belonging fo an elector to

whom either of the fellowing applies:

(a} The elector is a participant in the address

confidentiality program described in sections 111.41 to 13i1.99
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of the Revised Code.

(b) The elector is a designated public service worker, as

described in section 14%.43 of the Revised Code, and one of the

following applies:

(i) The elector has submitted a redaction request to the

secretaryv of state or to the board of elections under section

149,45 of the Revised Ccde.

(ii) It is otherwise avparent from the elector's voter

raegistration record or from the records of the bureau of mofor

vehicles that the elector is a designated public service worker,

{3) The board of elections shall proceed under section

3503.202 of the Revised Code not later than two weeks after

receiving the report.

(4) Subiject to division (A) {2) of section 3503.13 of the

Revised Code, the secretary of state shall make the information

in _each report available to the public on the secretary of

state's official web site.

(F) (1) The secretary of state shall adopt rules under
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to establish a uniform methed
for addressing instances in which records contained in the
statewide voter registration database do not conform with
records maintained by an agency, state, or group of states
described in division (B) or {C) of this section. That method
shall prohibit an elector's voter registration from being
canceled on the sole basis that the information in the
registration record does not conform to records maintained by

such an agency.

(2) Information provided under division (B) or (C) of this

section for maintenance of the statewide voter registration
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Page 40

1119

1120
1121
1122

1123
1124
1125

1iZ6
1127
1128

1123
1130
1131

1132
1133
1134
1135

1136
1137
1138
1139
1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145

1146
1147



Sub. H. B. No. 552
[_135_2466-5

database shall not be used to update the name or address of a
registered elector. The name or address of a registered elector
shall only be updated as a result of the elector's actions in

filing a notice of change of name, change of address, or both.

(3) A-Except as otherwise provided in section 3503.201 of

the Revised Code, a board of elections shall contact a

registered elector pursuant to the rules adopted under division
B (F) (1) of this section to verify the accuracy of the
information in the statewide voter registration database
regarding that elector if that information does not conform with
information provided under division (B) cor (C) of this section
and the discrepancy would affect the elector's eligibility to

cast a regular ballot.

Sec. 3503.152. The secretary of state shail conduct &
arawat—a_monthly review of the statewide voter registration

database, and shall conduct a review ilmmediately after the

deadline to register to vote in an election, for each election,

to identify persems—individuals who appeax-met—are verified to

be United States citizens, as follows:

{A) The secretary of state shall compare the information
in the statewide voter registration database with the
information the secretary of state obtains from the bureau of
motor wvehicles and other approved sources under section 3503.1531
of the Revised Code to identify awy—perser—all individuals who
gees—attof—the—Ffollowingr—in—the—followingorder—
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43— Submita—decumentatton—to—he—burean—of-noteor—rehietea— 177
hat—indieates—that—the—persen—as—not—a—are verified to be 1i78
United States eitizencitizens. The individual's information in 1179
the statewide vobter registration database shall be updated to 1180
indicate whether the individual is a verified United States 1181
citizen or not a verified United States citizen. 1182

By (B} {1} The secretary of state shall send a report to 1183
each board of electionsg of the individuels residing in the 1184
county who have been identified under division (A} of this 1185
saection and shall make the report available to the public, and 1186
the report shall inglude the following: 1187

{a) Individuals that have been identified as not being a 1188
verified United States citizen, who were not included in the 1189
previous report, or who had no gitizenship indication in the 1190
previous report; 1191

{b) Individuals that have been identified as not being a 1192
verified United States citizen, who were previcusly identified 1193
as a verified United Stateg gitizen, including individuals who 1194
are no ilonger United States citizens; 1195

(¢} Individuals whc were identified as not being a 1196
verified United States citizen in the previous report, or who 1197
had no citizenship indication in the previocus rewvort, who have 1198
peen identified as a United States citizen, including the date 1189
of verification, and whether the infeormation regarding 1200
citizenship verification source and evidence of citizenship is 1201
missing; 1202

fd) Individuals that have been identified as not being a 1203
verified United States ¢itizen, oxr being a verified United 1204
States citizen, if there is no longer an indigation of 1205
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citizenship.

(2) The board cof elections and the segretarv of state

shall review each report and investigate any irreqularities. The

board of electicns shall make necessaryv updates to the voter

registration database within two weeks after receiwving each

report, including both of the following:

{a) Changing an individual's information to reflect that
an individual has or has not been verified as a United States

citizen, as applicable. TIf the individual has been verified as a

United States citizen, the date the individual was verified, the

type of evidence used to verify citizenship, and the citizenship

verificaticn socurce. If the individual is not a verified United

States citizen, marking the individual's name in the official

registration list and in the poll list or signature pellbook to

indicate that the individual must vote bv provisional baliot,

and the reason whyv.

{b) Removing a provisional ballect indication for any

individual that has been verified as a United States gitizen, if

the database indicates that the only reason the individual was

required to cast a provisional ballot was that the individual

was not verified as a United States citizen.

(3) The board of elections shall send a written notice to

each persen-~individual that has been identified as not being a

verified United States citizen under division ({(A) of this
section, which shall inform the individual that the individusl
must cast a provisional ballot until the applicant's citizenship
can be verified, instructing the pessem—individual either to

seRtirr—theb—the—persen—So—aBatted-—States—eritren—provide proofl

of citizenship to the hoard of elections of the county in which

the individual resides or to submit a completed voter
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registration cancellation form to the-seeretsry—ef—state board.

The aeeretary—ef—stare—poard shall include a blank voter

registration cancellation form with the notice, as well as an

informaticn sheet, as prescribed by the secretary of state

explaining why the individual has not been verified as a United

States citizen, and what steps the individual can take to be

verified as a United States citizen. The information gheet shall

include all of the following information:

(2) Proof of United States citizenship can be provided to

the board of elections any time before an electicon, and within

four davs after an election, and once the beoard verifies United

States citizenship, the board will remove the indication that

the individual must cast a provisional ballot, unless there are

other reasons the individuzl must cast a provisional ballot;

(b Instructions on how to obtain evidence of United

States citizenship, such as a passport or birth certificate, or

how to request a hearing before the board of elections to

establish United States citizenship under section 3503.012 of

the Revised Code, for individuals who believe the individual is

a United States citizen, but lacks evidence to verifvy;

{c) Guidance on how to obtain & free state identification

card with verified United States citizenship status through the

bureau of motor vehicles;

{d) Information on how the beoard gf electicnsg' expanded

disability and confined services program will acgept evidence of

proof of citizenship;

{(e) How to contact the board of elections with guestions;

(f) When conducting the first comprehensive gitizen review

of the statewide voter registration database after the effective
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date of this amendment. an additional pamphlet prescribed bv the 1265
secretary of state explaining why the individual is receiving a 1266
notice reguesting prgof of ¢itizenship and why the addifional 1267
information 1s necessary to provide secure and accurate voter 1268
rolls. &£ 1269

{4) If the individual provides proof of citizenship fo the 1270
board of elections, the board promptly shall record that fact, 1271
and the evidence verifying United States citizenship, in the 1272
individual's registration record, including the citizenship 1273
verification source and the date the individual's citizenship 1274
wag verified, and notify the secretarv of state. The board shall 1275
attempt to determine the authenticity of the evidence of proof 1276
of citizenship using informetion from the bureau of motor 1277
vehicles or other sources under section 3503.151 of the Revised 1278
Code, and if the board cannot verify that the individual is a 12795
United States citizen, the board shall send z notice te the 1280
individual, notifv the segretarv of state, and refer the matter 1281
to an appropriate proseguting authoritv. If the board verifies 1282
that the individual is a United States citizen, the bgard shall 1283
proceed under division (B) of section 3503.201 of the Revised 1284
Code . 1285

(5) If the individual c¢ancels the individual's voter 1286
registration, the board promptly shall notify the secretary of 1287
state and refer the matter to an appropriate prosecuting 1288
authority, 1289

{(C) If, within thirtyv davs after the first notice is sent 1290
under division (B) of this section, the persem—individual fails 1291
to—respond—te—the-seeretary—of-state—in—the manper—deseribhedin— 1292
divisien—ter—or e f—thia—secktionnot—tater—thep-thirby—days— 1293
efter—the—potiece—is—agent provide proof of citizenship to the 1294
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board of elections or cancel the person's voter registration,

the seeredpry—of—atate—board promptly shalil send the perser—

individual a second notice and form.
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(D) (1) If-e—persop—iro—ts—sert—, within thirtyv days

after a second notice is sent under division 483 (C) of this

section, the —individual fails to—respend—to-the-—gecretary—of—
. : . T Liviad ; By e s

. ; ! b : : ; . .

gerk provide proof of citizenship to the board of elections or

cancel the individual's voter registration, the seerersry—et

seate—board shall refer the matter to the attoraev-generai—

secretary of state and the appropriate prgsecuting authority for

further investigation and possible prosecution under section
3599.11, 3599.,12, 3599.13, or any other applicable section of
the Revised Code. &

(2} If, after the—thiwiethday—after—the—sceconrd—aotice—ia

sent secretarvy of state refers a person to the appropriate

prosecuting avthority under diwvision (D) {l1) of this section, the

persen—sends—a—eempleted—individual provides procf of
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citizenship to the board of elections or cancels the

individual's voter registration—easeetigtrenr—ferm—to—the—
seevretary—of—state, the seeretary—ef-stste—shott—instruct—the—
board ef—etections—ef—the—county—inwhich—the—person—ia—
regiatered—to—caneel—the—pergenlsregisktratien—aad—shall notify
the stterney—generat—secretary of state and the prosecuting

authority of-—eke—eawveettatieon that fact.

Sec. 3503.153. (A) The statewide voter registration

database shall be made available on a web site of the coffice of

the secretary of state as follows:

{1) Except as otherwise provided in division (A) (2) of
this section, the following information from the statewide voter
registration database regarding a registered elector shall be

made available on the web site:
{a) The elector's name;
(b) The elector's birth date;
(c) The elector's current residence address;
{d) The elector's precinct number;

(e} The elector's voter reglstration date, as described in

division (C) (9) of section 3503.15 of the Revised Code;

(f) The elector's voting history, including the date cf

each election, the political partv for primary elections, and

the tvpe of ballot each elector casts as described in division

{(C) {10) of section 3503.15 of the Revised Code;
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(g} The elector's last activity date, as described in

division (C) (11) of section 3503.15 of the Revised Code;

{h) Whether the elector was required to cast a provisional

ballot in the most recent election the elecgtor veted in and the

reason the elector was required to cast a provisional ballot,

which may include the following, but which shall be removed if

that ballot was subseguently counted under section 3505.183 of

the Revisged Code;

{i) The acknowledgement notice under section 3503.152 of

the Revised Code was returned undeliverabie.

(i1} The elector has not provided verifiable preoof cf

United States c¢itizenship.

{11ii) The elector's driver's license number, state

identification number, or the last four digits of the elector's

social security number could not be verified or does nct match

the number found in the records of the bureau of meotor wvehicles

or the records from anv citizenship verification scurce.

{(iv) The elector's residence address is not wvalid,

{i) Whether the elector registered to vote with a federal

or state form;

(1) Whether or not the elector has heen verified as a

United States citizen and, if so, the date the electoer was

verified as a United States citizern under section 3503.201 of

the Revised Code, the evidence the elector used as proof of

citizenship, and the citizenship verification scurce.

(2) During the thirty days before the day of & primary or
general election, the web site interface of the statewide voter

registration database shall permit an elector to search for the
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polling location at which that elector may cast a ballot.

{3) No information in the statewilde voter registraticn
database that is exempt from disclosure under division {(3) (2) of
section 23503.13 of the Revised Code shall be made available on

the web site.

{4} The web site shall have the contact information forxr

all khoards of elections in this state, as well ag information on

how to verifv citizenship for the purposes of voter registration

and informaticn about actions that may be taken to remove a

provisicnal ballot indication and cast a regular ballot instead

of a provisional ballof,

(B} {1) The secretary of state shall establish, by rule
adopted under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, a process for
boards of electicns to netify the secretary of state of changes
in the leccations of precinct polling places for the purpose of
updating the information made availlable on the secretary of
state's web site under division (A) (2) of this section. Those
rules shall require a board of elections, during the thirty days
before the day of a primary or general election, to notify the
secretary of state within one business day of any change to the

location of a precinct polling place within the county.

{2) during the thirty days before the day of a primary or
general election, not later than one business day after
receiving a notificaticn from a county pursuant to division (B)
(1} of this section that the location of a precinct polling
place has changed, the secretary of state shall update that
information on the secretary of state's web site for the purpose

of division (A) (2) of this section.

Sec. 3503.16. (A) Except as otherwise provided in division
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(E) of section 111.44 of the Revised Code, whenever a registered 1409
elector changes the place of residence of that registered 1410
elector from one precinct to another within a cocunty or from one 1411
county to another, or has a change of name, that registered 1412
elector shall report the change by delivering a change of 1413
residence or change of name form, whichever is appropriate, as 1414
prescribed by the secretary of state under section 3503.14 of 1415
the Revised Code to the state or local office of a designated 1416
agency, a public high school or vocational school, a public 1417
library, the office of the county treasurer, the office of the 1418
secretary of state, any office of the registrar or deputy 1418
registrar of motor vehicles, or any office of a board of 1420
electicns in person or by a third person. Any voter 1421
registration, change of address, or change of name application, 1422
returned by mail, may be sent only to the secretary of state or 1423
the beoard of elections. 1424

A registered elector also may update the registration of 1425
that registered elector by filing a change of residence or 1426
change of name form on the day cf a special, primary, or general 1427
election at the polling place in the precinct in which that 1428
registered electeor resides or at the board of elections or at 1429
ancther site designated by the board. 1430

B -ar—Any—regtetered—electeor—who—meoves—within—a— 1431
precinctor—er—prior—te—the—day—eof-a—general,—primeryr—or 1432
speciat—etection—and has-pet—fitledaneticeof change—et 1433
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regiatered—elector—eahd—renains—withina-preetnet—oror prier—ts 1439
B 1440

1441

1442

1443

ehange—of name—ard—eastinga-—provisionat-balltet—mder section 1444
1445
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+4-(B) Any registered elector whe moves frem—ene—precimnet— 145¢
te—anether—within a county, does not move but changes the 1451
glector's name, or moves £romeone—presirot—toanether—ywithin a 1452
countv and changes the name of that registered elector on or 1453
prior to the day of a general, primary, or special election and 1454
has not filed a notice of change of residence or change of name, 1455
whichever is appropriate, with the board of elections may vote 1456
in that election if that registered elector complies with 1457
division (@) of this section or does all of the folilowing: 1458
4ay-{1) Appears at anytime—any time during regular 145¢
business hours on or after the twenty-eighth day prior to the 1460
election in which that registered elector wishes to vote or, if 1461
the election is held on the day of a presidential primary 1462
election, the twenty-fifth day pricr to the electicn, through 1463
noon of the Saturday prior to the election at the office of the 1464
board of elections, appears at any time during regular business 1465
hours on the Monday prior to the election at the cffice of the 1466
board of elections, or appears on the day of the election at 14467
either of the following locations: 1468
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4+4—(a) The polling place for the precinct in which that

registered elector resides;

4add— () The office of the board of elections or, if
pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code
the board has designated another location in the county at which
registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of

the office of the board of elections.

+Ha—(2) Completes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot
envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence

or change of name, whichever is appropriate;

{ed-(3) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181
of the Revised Code at the polling place, at the office cf the
board of elections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section
3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated another
location in the county at which registered electors may vote, at
that other location instead of the office of the beoard of
elections, whichever is appropriate, using the address to which
that registered elector has moved or the name of that registered

elector as changed, whichever is appropriate;

+e—(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election

falsification, a statement attesting that that registered
elector moved or had a change of name, whichever is appropriate,
on or prior to the day of the election, has voted a provisional
bailot at the polling place for the precinct in which that
registered elector resides, at the office of the board of
elections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of
the Revised Code the beoard has designated another location in
the county at which registered electors may vote, at that other

location instead of the office of the board of elections,
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whichever is appropriate, and will not vote or attempt to vote

at any other leccation for that particular election.

{C) Any registered electcer who moves from one county to
ancther county within the state con or prior to the day of a
general, primary, or special election and has not registered to
vote in the ceounty to which that registered elector moved may
vote in that election if that registered elector compiies with

division {G) of this section or does all of the following:

{1) Appears at any time during regular business hours on
or after the twenty-eighth day prior to the election in which
that registered elector wishes to vote or, if the election is
held on the day of a presidential primary election, the twenty-
fifth day prior to the election, through noon of the Saturday
prior to the election at the office of the beoard of elections
or, 1if pursuant to division {(C) of section 3301.10 of the
Revised Ccde the board has designated another location in the
county at which registered electors may vote, at that other
location instead of the office of the board of elections,
appears during regular business hours on the Monday prior to the
election at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant
to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board
has designated another location in the county at which
registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of
the office of the board of elections, or appears on the day of
the election at the office of the board cf elections or, if
pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.1C of the Revised Code
the beard has designated another location in the county at which
registered electors may vote, at that other lccaticn instead of

the office of the becard of elections;

{2) Completes and signs, under penalty of electicn
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falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballet

envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence;

(3) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of
the Revised Code at the office of the board of elections or, if
pursuant to division {C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Ccde
the hoard has designated another location in the county at which
registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of
the cffice of the board of elections, using the address to which

that registered elector has moved;

{(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of electicn
falsification, a statement attesting that that registered
elector has moved from one county to another county within the
state on or prior to the day of the election, has voted at the
office of the board of elections or, if pursuant te division (C})
of sectien 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated
another location 1in the county at which registered electors may
vote, at that other location instead of the office of the board
of elections, and will not vote or attempt to vote at any other

location for that particular election.

{D) A person who votes by absent voiter's ballots pursuant
to division {G) of this section shall not make written
application for the ballots pursuant to Chapter 3509. of the
Revised Code. Ballots cast pursuant to division (G) of this
section shall be set aside in a special envelope and counted
during the official canvass of vetes in the manner provided for
in sections 3505.32 and 3509.06 of the Revised Code inscfar as
that manner is applicable. The board shall examine the pollbocks
to verify that nec ballot was cast at the polls or by absent
voter's ballots under Chapter 3508. or 23511. of the Revised Code

by an elector who has voted by absent voter's ballots pursuant
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to division (G) of this section. Any ballot determined to be
insufficient for any of the reasons stated above or stated in

section 3509.07 of the Revised Code shall not be counted.

Subject to diwvision (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised
Code, a becard of elections may lease or otherwise acquire a site
different from the office of the board at which registered
electors may vote pursuant to division (B) or (C) of this

section.

(E) Upon receiving a notice cof change of residence or
change of name, the board of elections shall-—immedsataety—sere—

S B £, PR SR E = | = ES Y 1, =) NP i |
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registration process it in accordance with section 3503.201 of

the Revised Code.

(F) Change of residence and change of name forms shall be
available at each poiling place, and when these forms are
completed, noting changes of residence or name, as appropriate,
they shall be filed with election officials at the polling
place, Election officials shall return completed forms, together

with the peollbooks and tally sheets, to the beard of electicns.

The board cf elections shall provide change of residence
and change of name forms to the probate court and court of
common pleas. The court shall provide the forms to any person
eighteen years of age or older who has a change of name by order
of the court or who applies for a marriage license. The court

shall forward all completed forms to the board of elections
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within five days after receiving them.

(G} A registered elector who otherwise would qualify to
vote under division (B} or (C) of this section but is unable to
appear at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant
to division (C} of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board
has designated another location in the county at which
registered electors may vote, at that other location, on account
of personal illness, physical disability, or infirmity, may vote
on the day of the election if that registered elector does all

of the following:

(1) Makes a written application on a form prescribed by
the secretary of state that includes all of the informaticn
required under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code to the
appropriate board for an absent voter's ballot on or after the
twenty-seventh day prior to the election in which the registered
elector wishes to vote through the cleose of business on the
seventh day prior to that election and requests that the absent
voter's ballot be sent to the address to which the registered
elector has moved if the registered elector has moved, or to the
address of that registered elector who has not moved but has had

a change of name;

(2) Declares that the registered electer has moved or had
a change of name, whichever 1s appropriate, and ctherwise is
cqualified to vote under the circumstances described in divisicen
{(B) or (C) of this section, whichever is appropriate, but that
the registered elector is unable to appear at the board of
elections because of personal illness, physical disability, or

infirmity;

{3) Completes and returns along with the complieted absent

voter's ballot a notice of change of residence indicating the
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address to which the registered elector has moved, or a notice

of change of name, whichever 1s appropriate;

{4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election
falsification, a statement attesting that the registered elector
has moved or had a change of name on or prior to the day before
the election, has voted by absent voter's ballot because of
personal illness, physical disability, or infirmity that
prevented the registered elector from appearing at the board of
elections, and will not vote or attempt to vote at any other
location or by absent voter's ballot mailed to any other

location or address for that particular electicn.

Sec. 3503.19. (A} Persons qualified to register or to
change their registration because of a change of address or
change of name may register or change their registration in
person at any state or local office of a designated agency, at
the office cof the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, at a public high school or wvocational school, at a
public library, at the office of a county treasurer, or at a
branch office established by the board of elections, or in
person, through another parson, or by mail at the office of the
secretary of state or at the office of a board of elections. A
registered elector may alsc change the elector's registration on
election day at any polling place where the elector is eligible
to vote, in the manner provided under section 3503.16 c¢f the

Revised Code.

Any state or local coffice of a designated agency, the
office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public
library, or the office of a county treasurer shall transmit any

voter registration application or change of registration form
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that it receives to the board of elections of the county in
which the state or local office is located, within five days
after receiving the voter registration application or change of

registration form.

An otherwise valid voter registration application that is
returned to the appropriate office cther than by mail must be
received by a state or local office of a designated agency, the
office of the registrar cor any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, a public high schecol or vocational scheol, a public
library, the cffice of a county treasurer, the office of the
secretary of state, or the cffice of a board of elections no
later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or
general election for the person to gualify as an elector
eligible to vote at that election. An otherwise wvalid
registration application received after that day entitles the

elector to vote at all subsequent elections.

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the
office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, a public high school or wvocational schocl, a public
library, or the office of a county treasurer shall date stamp a
registration application or change of name or change of address
form it receives using a date stamp that does not disclose the
identity ¢f Lhe state or local office that receives the

registration.

Voter registration applications, if otherwise wvalid, that
are returned by mail to the office of the secretary of state or
to the office of a board of elections must be postmarked no
later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or

general election in order for the person to qualify as an

elector eligible to vote at that election. If an otherwise valid
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voter registration application that is returned by mail does not
bear a postmark or a legible postmark, the registration shall be
valid for that election if received by the office of the
secretary of state or the office of a board of elections no
later than twenty-five days preceding any special, primary, oz

general election.

(B) (1) Any person may apply in person, by telephcne, by
mail, or through another person for voter registraticn forms te
the office of the secretary of state or the office of a board of
elections. An individual who is eligikle to vote as a uniformed
services voter or an overseas veoter in accordance with 42 U.S.C.
1973ff-6 also may apply for voter registration forms by
electronic means to the office of the secretary of state or to
the board of elections of the county in which the perscn's
voting residence is located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the

Revised Code.

(2) (&) An applicant may return the applicant's completed
registration form in person or by mail to any state or local
office of a designated agency, to a public high school or
vocaticonal school, to a public library, to the office of a
county treasurer, to the coffice of the secretary of state, or to
the office of a board of elections. An applicant who is eligible
to vote as a uniformed services voter or an overseas voter in
accordance with 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6 alsoc may return the
applicant's completed voter registration form electrenically te
the office of the secretary of state or to the board of
elections of the county in which the person's veoting residence

is located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the Revised Code.

(b) Subject to division (B) (2) (¢} of this section, an

applicant may return the applicant's completed registration form

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000198

Page 59

1679
1680
1681
1682
1683
1684

1685
1686
1687
1688
1689
1690
1691
1692
1693
1694

1695
1696
1697
1698
1699
1700
1701
1702
1703
1704
1705
1706

1707
1708



Sub. H. B. No. 552
1_135_2466-5

through another person to any board of elections or the office

of the secretary of state.

{c) A perscon who receives compensation for registering a
voter shall return any registration form entrusted to that
person by an applicant to any board of elections or to the

office of the secretary of state.

(d) If a board of elections or the office of the secretary
of state receives a registraticn form under division (B) (2) (b}
or {c) of this section before the thirtieth day before an
election, the board or the office of the secretary of state, as
applicable, shall forward the registration to the board of
elections of the county in which the applicant 1s seeking to
register to vote within ten days after receiving the
application. If a board of elections or the office of the
secretary of state receives a registration form under division
(B) {2} {b) or (c) of this secticn on or after the thirtieth day
before an election, the board or the office of the secretary of
state, as applicable, shall forward the registration to the
board of elections of the county in which the applicant is
seeking to register to vote within thirty days after that

election.

“4&4-£34-(C) A board of elections that receives a voter
registration application amg—is—satisfied-ps—ko—the—trath—of—the
sEatemento—made—iw—the—regigtratieonform-shall register—the—

1 1 : : . ; c C
process the application—untess—thot—sppticntiontsrecedved—

etestter in accordance with section 3503.201 of the Revised

Code. Tre—bomrdshaltl-—sromptlyrotify—theappiicent—dn wedtiae—
of—eseh—of-the—following:
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Sec., 3503.201. (A) When the board of elections receives a

voter registration application or a notice of change of address

or change of name that is complete, the board shall verify

whether the applicant is a United States citizen by deing one of

the following:

(1) If the applicant has provided the number of the

applicant's Chio driver's license or state identification card

or 1f the applicant's voter registration record already contains
that number, confirming, using information cbtained from the

bureau of motor wvehicles or from other scurces under section

3503.151 of the Revised Code, that the applicant has submitted

documentation to the bureau that indicates that the appligant is

a United States citizen.

(2) If the applicant has provided the last four digits of

the applicant’s social security number, confirming, usina
information cobtained from any source listed in division (FF) of

section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, that indicates the

applicant is a United States citizen.

{3) Determining that the applicant's existing voter

registration record obtained from the statewide voter
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registration database indicates that z board of elections has

previously verified the applicant as & United States citizen.

{B) (1) TIf the board is able to verify the applicant's

United States citizenship under division (A)Y (1) of this section,

the application is complete, and the board is satisfied as to

the truth of the statements made in the registration ferm, the

board shall register the applicant or updafe the applicant's

reqgistration and shall indicate whether the applicant registered

using a federal or state voter registration form, the evidence

used as proof of citizenship, the citizenship verificaticn

gource, and the date on which the applicant's gitizenship was

verified, and shall, if applicable, remove anv indications that

the applicant must cast a provisional ballot as long as no gther

reasons exist that the applicant must cast a provisional ballot,

not later than twenty business davs after receiving the

apolication, unless that application is received during the

thirtv davs immediatelv preceding the dav of an election, and

promptly shall send the applicant an acknowledgment notice.

{2) The acknowledgment notice shall include all ¢f the

following information:

{(a} The fact that the elector has heen registered to vote

or has had the elector's registration updated, as applicable;

{(b) The precinct in which the elector is to vote;

{c) In beld type as fgllows:

"Voters must bring photo identification to the polls in

order to verify identitv. Voters who do not provide photo

identification will still be able to vote by casting a

provisional ballot. If a voter recently became a United States

citizen, the voter must provide the voter's naturalization
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certificate to the bureau of motor vehicles and have the voter's

driver's license or state identification updated in order to

cast a reqular ballot. Otherwise, the voter must present &

current and valid United States passport or passport card, or a

United States militarv identificatien card, Ohio pational guard

identification card, or United States department of veterans

affairs identification card. Failure to update driver's license

or state identification, or to present any of the identification

listed above, mavy result in a requirement to vote

provisionaliv."

{(3) The board promptly shall send the acknowledgment

notice bv nonforwardasble mail. If the acknowledgment notigce is

returned to the board as undeliverable, it shall investigate and

cause the acknowledgment notice to be delivered to the correct

address.

(4 If, after investigating as reguired under division (B}

(3) of this section, the board is unable to verify the elector's

correct address, it shall proceed_under section 3503.202 of the

Revised Code.

{CY If the board is unable to verify the applicant's

United States citizenshiv under division (A) of this section oxr

if the application is otherwise incomplete, the board promptly

shall proceed under divisions (BY{2), (B} (3, {C), and (D) of

gection 3503.152 of the Revised Code.

(DY If the board determines that the applicant appears not

to be eligible to vote, the board shall redject the form and

refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney of the county for

investigation.

Sec. 3503,202. (A) When either of the following occurs,
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the board of elections shall send the elector a confirmation

notice and shall mark the elector's name in the official

ragistraticn list and in the peoll list or signature pollbook to

indicate that the elector must vote by provisioconal ballot, and

the reason why:

{1) The board determines that it is unable to verify an

elector's residence address, as described in division (B) (4) of

gection 3503.201 cof the Revised Code.

(2) {a) The board receives a report from the secretary of

state under division (E) of section 3503.151 of the Rewvised Code

indicating that the board must verify the elector's Ohio

driver's license or state identification card number, the last

four digits of the elector's social security number, or the

elector's residence address.

(b) The board shall not follow the procedures of divisicn

{A) (2} (a) of this section on _the basis that an elector appears

in a report indicating that the board must verifyv the elector's

residence address if it is apparent to the board that the

elector is a participant in the address confidentiality program

described in sections 111.41 to 111.99 of the Revised Code or is

a designated public service worker as described in section

149.43 of the Revised Code.

(c) Upon receiving notice in_a subsegquent report under

division (A) {2) (a) of this section that an electer's residence

address in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles has been

updated to match the elector's residence address in the voter

registration record, the board shall remove the indicaticn that

the elector must vote bv provisional ballot for that reason and

shall remove the indicaticn that the elecicr must vote by

provisional ballot if no other reasons exist that require the
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elector to cast a provisicnal ballegt.

(B)

Page 66

{1y If the board must verify an elector's residence

addres

Sy

and the elector provides a valid residence

address tco

the bgoard before the electeor next appears Lo vote,

the board

shall correct the elector's registration, if needed,

and shall

remove the indication that the elector must vote by provisional

ballot for that reason and shall remove the indication that the

elector must vote by provisional ballot if no other reasons

exist that require the elector to cast a provisional ballot.

(2)

If the board must verify an elector's Ohio

driver's

license or state identification card number or the last four

digits of the elector's social security number, and

the elector

provides at least one of the following to the board before the

elector next appears tgo vote,

the board shall correct the

elector's registration, if needed, and shall remove

the

indication that the elector must vote by provisional ballot for

that reason and shall remove the indication that the elector

must vote bv provisicnal ballot if no other reasons exist that

require the electeor to cast a provisional ballot:

{a) An QOhic driver's license or state identification card

number that exists in the records of the bureau of mctor

wvehicles and is associated with the elector's first name, last

name,

and date of birth,

as _confirmed bv the secretarv of state;

() The last four digits of a social security number that

exists in the records of the United States social security

administration and is associated with the elector's first name,

last name, and date of birth, as confirmed by the secretaryv of

state;

{c)

A correction to the elector's first name,

last name,
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or date of birth in the elector's registration record such that

the number in the elector's registration record meets the

requirements of division (B)(2) {a) or (b) of thig section, as

applicable, as confirmed by the secretarv cof state.

(CY (1) FExcept as otherwise provided in division (B) of

this section, at any election at which the elector appears to

vote, the elector shail vote by provisional ballot under section

3505.181 of the Revisgsed Code.

(2 If the board must verifv the elector's Ohio driver's

license or state identification card number or the last four

digits of the elector's social security number, then in order

For the elector's provisional ballot to be eligible to be

counted, in additiocn to meeting _all other requirements described

in division (B} (3) of section 3505.183 of the Revised Code, the

elector shall provide at least one _of the following on the

provigional ballot affirmation or shall appear in perscon at the

office of the board within four davs after the dav of the

election and provide at least one of the following:

{a) An Ohio driver's license or state identification card

that exists in the records of the bureau of motor wvehicles and

is associated with the elector's first name, last name, and date

of birth, as confirmed by the secretarv of state;

{(b) The last four digits of a _social security number that

exists in the records of the United States social security

administration and is associated with the elector's first name,

last name, and date of birth, as confirmed bv the secretarv of

state;

{c) A correction to the elector's first name, last name,

or date of birth in the elector’'s reqistration record such fhat
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the number in the elector's registration record meets the

requirements of division (Cy(2) (a) or (b) of this section, as

applicable, as confirmed bv_the secretary of state.

(3) If no reason exists for an elector to vote by

nrovisional ballot, the elector's provisicnal ballot is counted

pursuant to division (B} (3} of section 3505.183 of the Revised

Code and, 1if applicable, pursuant to this section, the becard

shall correct the elector's reqgigstration, if needed, and shall

remove the indication that the elector must vote by provisional

ballot.

{4y If the provisional ballot is nol gounted pursuant to

division (BY 4y (a) {3y, (w), or (vi) of section 3505.183 of the

Revised Code or, if applicable, pursuant te this section and

saection 3503.201 of the Revised Code, or if the board cannot

verifyv that the elector is a United States citizen, the board

shall cancel the elector's registraticon and shall notifv the

elector by United States mail of the cancellation. The notice

shall inform the elector that the elector may again register ko

vote if the elector is eligible to do so. T1f the elector's

registraticn was canceled because of failure to verify United

States citizenship, the board shall notify the appropriate

prosecuting authority and the secretary of state.

Sec. 3503.21. (A) The registration of a registered elector

shall be canceled upon the occurrence of any of the follcwing:

(1) The filing by a registered slector of a written
request with a board of elections or the secretary of state, on
a form prescribed by the secretary of state and signed by the
elector, that the registration be canceled. The filing of such a
request does not prohibit an otherwise qualified elector from

reregistering to wvote at any time.
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{2) The filing of a notice of the death of a registered

elector as provided in section 3503.18 of the Revised Cede;

{3} The filing with the board of elections of a certified
copy of the death certificate of a registered elector by the
deceased elector's spouse, parent, or child, by the
administrator of the deceased elector's estate, or by the

executor of the deceased electer's will;

{4) The conviction of the registered elector of a felony
under the laws of this state, any other state, or the United

States as provided in section 2961.01 of the Revised Code;

(5) The adjudication of incompetency of the registered
elector for the purpose of voting as provided in section

5122.301 of the Revised Code;

(6) The change of residence of the registered elector to a
location outside the county of registration in accordance with

division (B) of this section;

{7} The failure of the registered elector, after having
been mailed a confirmation notice, to do either cf the

following:

{a) Respond to such a notice and vete at least once during
a period of four consecutive years, which period shall include

two general federal elections;

(b) Update the elector's reglistration and vote at least
once during a peried of four consecultive years, which peried

shall include two general federal elections.

{8) The receipt by the board cf elections of a
cancellation notice or resquest pursuant to section 111.44 of the

Revised Code.
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{B) (1) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures
to identify and cancel the registration in a prior county of
residence of any registrant who changes the registrant's veting
residence to a location outside the registrant's current ccunty
of registration. Any procedures prescribed in this division
shall be uniform and ncndiscriminatory, and shall comply with
the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The secretary of state may
prescribe procedures under this division that include the use of
the naticnal change of address service provided by the United
States postal system through its licensees. Any program so
prescribed shall be completed not later than ninety days prior
to the date of any primary or general election for federal

office.

(2) The registration of any electoer identified as having
changed the elector's voting residence to a location outside the
elector's current county of registration shall ncot be canceled
unless the registrant is sent a confirmation notice on a form
prescribed by the secretary of state and the registrant fails to
respond to the confirmation notice or otherwise update the
registration and fails to vote in any electicn during the period
of two federal elections subsequent to the mailing of the

confirmation notice.

(C} The registraticn of a registered elector shall not be
canceled except as provided in this section, section 111.44 of
the Revised Code, division () of section 3501.05 of the Revised
Code, division -&y+23+—(C) (4) of section 3583—=35-3503.202 of the
Revised Code, or division (C) of section 3503.24 of the Revised

Code.

(D) Boards of elections shall send their voter

registration information to the secretary of state as required
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under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code. The secretary of
state may prescribe by rule adopted pursuant to section 111.15
of the Revised Code the format in which the boards of elections
must send that information to the secretary of state. In the
first quarter cf each year, the secretary of state shall send
the information to the naticnal change of address service
described in division (B) of this section and request that
service to provide the secretary of state with a list of any
voters sent by the secretary of state who have moved within the
last twelve months. The secretary of state shall transmit to
each appropriate board of electicns whatever lists the secretary
of state receives from that service. The board shall send a
notice to each person on the list transmitted by the secretary
of state requesting confirmation of the person's change of
address, together with a postage prepaid, preaddressed return
envelope containing a form on which the voter may verify or

correct the change of address information.

(R) The registraticn of a registered elector described in
division (&) {7) or (B){2) of this section shall be canceled not
later than one hundred twenty days after the date of the second
general federal election in which the elector fails to wvote or
not later than one hundred twenty days after the expiration of
the four-year period in which the elector fails to vote or

respond to a confirmation notice, whichever is later.

(F) (1) When a registration is canceled pursuant to
division (A){2) or (3} of this section, the applicable becard of
elections shall send a written notice, on a form prescribed by
the secretary of state, to the address at which the elector was
registered, informing the recipient that the electoxr's
registration has been canceled, of the reascn for the

cancellation, and that if the cancellation was made in error,
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the elector may contact the board of elections to correct the

errer.

(2) If the elector's registration is canceled pursuant to
division {(A) (2) or {3) of this section in error, it shall be

restored and t{reated as though it were never canceled.

Sec. 3505,181. (A) AlL of the following individuals shall

be permitted to cast a provisional ballot at an election:

(1} An individual who declares that the individual is a
registered voter in the precinct in which the individual desires
to vote and that the individual is eligible to wote in an
election, but the name of the individual does not appear on the
cfficial list of eligible voters for the precinct or an election

official asserts that the individual is not eligible to vote:;

{2) An individual who dees not have or is unable to

provide photo identification to the election officials;

{3) An individual whose name in the poll list or signature
pollbock has been marked under secticn 3509.09 or 3511.13 of the
Revised Code as having requested an absent voter's ballot or a
uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballot for that

election and who appears to vote at the polling place;

{4) An individual whese wetifiestion—ofregistratien—has—
reen—retbursred-uadetivered—to—thebonrd-pgbetections—and—whose
name in the official registration list and in the poll list or

signature pollbook has been marked under edvisienr—tor{tZr—of—
section 3503-38-3503.202 of the Revised Code;

{5) An individual who has been successfully challenged

under section 3505.20 or 3513.20 of the Revised Code;

(6) An individual who ehorges—the—dudividualls name—and—

Page 72

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000211

2063
2064

2065
2066
2067

2068
2069

2070
2071
2072
2073
2074
2075

2076
2077

2078
2079
20890
2081
2082

2083
2084
2085
208¢
2087

2088
2689

20980



Sub. H. B. No. 552 Page 73
1_135_2466-5

2091

2092

2093

ceunby—moves-—Eron—are—precitnet—to—another-and—changes the 2094
individual's name+ or moves frem—one—county—te—another—within 2095
the states and completes and signs the required forms and 2096
statements under division (B) or {C) of section 3503.16 of the 2097
Revised Code; 2098
(7) An individual whose signature, in the opinion of the 2099
precinct officers under section 3505.22 of the Reviged Code, is 21060
not that of the perscn who signed that name in the registration 2101
forms; 2102
{8) An individual whose United States citizenship has not 2103

been verified by the board of elections under Chapter 3503. of 2104
the Revised Code. 2105
(B) An individual who is eligible to cast a provisional 2106
balleot under division (A) of this secticn shall be permitted to 2107
cast a provisional ballot as fcllows: 2108
(1) An election official at the polling piace shall notify 2109

the individual that the individual may cast a provisional ballot 2110
in that election. 2111
{2} Except as ctherwise provided in division (F) of this 2112
section, the individual shall complete and execute a written 2113
affirmation before an election official at the polling place 2114
stating that the individual is both of the following: 2115
{(a} A registered veter in the precinct in which the 2116
individual desires to vote; 2117
{(b) Eligible to vote in that election. 2118
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(3) An election official at the polling place shall
transmit the ballot cast by the individual and the voter
information contained in the written affirmation executed by the
individual under division (B) (2) of this section to an
appropriate local election official for verification under

division (B) {4) of this section.

{4) If the appropriate local electicn official to whom the
ballot or voter or address information is transmitted under
division (B) (3) of this section determines that the individual
is eligible to vete, the individual's provisicnal ballot shall

be counted as a vote in that election.

(5) fa) At the time that an individual casts a provisional
ballot, the appropriate local election official shall give the
individual written information that states that any individual
who casts a provisional ballot will be able to ascertain under
the system established under division (B) (5) {b) of this secticn
whether the vote was counted, and, if the vote was not counted,

the reason that the vote was not counted.

(b) The appropriate state or local election official shall
establish a free access system, in the form of a teoll-free
telephone number, that any individual who casts a provisional
ballot may access to discover whether the vote of that
individual was counted, and, if the vote wasg not counted, the
reason that the vote was not counted. The free access system
established under this division also shall provide to an
individual whose provisional ballot was not counted infermation
explaining how that individual may contact the board of
elections to register to vote or to resolve problems with the

individual's voter registration.

The appropriate state or local election official shall
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establish and maintain reasonable procedures necessary to
protect the security, confidentiality, and integrity of personal
information collected, stered, or ctherwise used by the free
access system established under this divisicn. The system shall
permit an individual only to gain access to informaticn about

the individual's own provisicnal ballot.

{6) If, at the time that an individual casts a provisional
balleot, the individual provides photo identification, the
individual shall reccrd the type of identification provided on
the provisional ballot affirmation and, if the individual
provides an Chio driver's license, state identification card, orx
interim identification document, the individual also shall write
the individual's driver's license or state ident%fication card

number con the provisional ballot affirmation.

(7) (a) For a provisional ballot to be eligible to be
counted when it is cast by an individual who does not have photo
identification because the individual has a religious objection
to being photographed, the individual shall complete an
affidavit of religious objection under secticn 3505.1% of the
Revised Code. The election officials shall attach the affidavit
to the individual's provisional ballot envelope. If the
individual does not complete the affidavit at the time of
casting the provisional ballot, the individual may appear at the
office of the board of elections within four days after the day

of the election and complete the affidavit.

{b) For a provisional ballot to be eligible to be counted
when it is cast by any other individual who does not have or is
unable to provide photo identification to the election
officials, the individual who cast that ballet, within four days

after the day of the election, shall appear at the office of the
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board of elections and provide photo identification.

(8) For a provisional ballot cast by an individual who has
been successfully challenged under section 3505.20 of the
Revised Code to be eligible to be counted, the individual who
cast that ballet, within four days after the day of that
election, shall preovide to the becard of elections any
identification or other documentation required to be provided by
the applicable challenge questions asked of that individual
under section 3505.20 of the Revised Code.

(9) For a provisional ballot to ke sligible to be counted

when it is cast by an individual who has not been verified as a

United States citizen, the individual shall submit proof of

citizenship to the board of elections with the individual's

provisional ballot or within four davys after the day of the

election, and the board shall verify whether the individual is a

United States citizen.

{CY (1) If an individual declares that the individual is
eligible to vete in a precinct other than the precinct in which
the individual desires to vote, or if, upon review cf the
precinct voting location guide using the residential street
address provided by the individual, an election official at the
precinct at which the individual desires to vote determines that
the individual is not eligible to wvote in that precinct, the
election official shall direct the individual to the precinct
and polling place in which the individual appears to be eligible
to vote, explain that the individual may cast a provisional
ballot at the current location but the ballot or a porticn of
the ballot wiil not be counted if it is cast in the wrong
precinct, and provide the telephone number of the board of

elections in case the individual has additional questions.
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{2} If the individual refuses to travel to the correct 2209
precinct or to the office ¢f the board of elections to cast a 2210
ballot, the individual shall be permitted to vote a provisional 2211
ballet at that precinct in accordance with division (B) of this 2212
section. If the individual is in the correct polling locatien 2213
for the precinct in which the individual is registered and 2214
eligibie to vote, the election official shall complete and sign, 2215
under penalty of election falsification, a form that includes 2216
ail eof the follewing, and attach the form to the individual's 2217
provisional ballot affirmation: 2218

{(2) The name or number of the individual's correct 2219
precinct; 2220

(b) A statement that the election official instructed the 2221
individual to travel to the correct precinct toc vote; 2222

{(c) A statement that the election official informed the 2223
individual that casting z provisional ballot in the wrong 2224
precinct would result in all or a portion of the votes on the 2225
ballot being rejected: 2226

(d} The name or number of the precinct in which the 2227
individual is casting a provisional ballet; and 2228

{e) The name of the polling location in which the 2229
individual is casting a provisional ballot. 2230

(D) The appropriate local election official shall cause 2231
voting information to be publicly posted at each polling place 2232
on the day of each election. 2233

(E) As used in this section and sections 3505.182 and 2234
3505.183 of the Revised Code: 2235

{1) "Precinct voting location guide™ means either of the 2236
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following:

{a) An electronic or paper record that lists the correct
precinct and polling place for either each specific residential
street address in the county or the range of residential street

addresses located in each neighborhood block in the county;

{b) Any other method that a board of elections creates
that allows a precinct election official or any elector who is
at a polling place in that county to determine the correct
precinct and polling place of any gqualified elector who resides

in the county.
{2) "Voting information" means all of the following:

(a} A sample versicn of the ballot that will be used for

that election;

{b) Information regarding the date of the election and the

hours during which polling places will be open;

(c) Instructions on how teo vote, including how to cast a

vote and how te cast a provisional ballot;

(dY Instructiens for mail-in registrants and first-time

voters under applicable federal and state laws;

{e) General information on voting rights under applicable
federal and state laws, including information on the right of an
individual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on how
to contact the appropriate officials if these rights are alleged

to have been viclated;

{f) General information on federal and state laws
regarding prohibitions against acts of fraud and

misrepresentation.
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{(F) Nothing in this section or section 3503.183 of the
Revised Code is in derogation of section 3505.24 of the Revised
Code, which permits z blind, disabled, or illiterate electer to
raceive assistance in the marking of the elector's ballct by two
precinct election officials of different political parties. A
blind, disabled, or illiterate elector may receive assistance in
marking that elector's provisional ballot and in completing the
required affirmation in the same manner as an elector may

receive assistance on the day of an election under that section.

Sec. 3505.182. Fach individual who casts a provisiocnal
hallot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code shall execute
a written affirmation. The form of the written affirmation shall
be printed upon the face of the provisional ballot envelope and

shall be as follows:
"Provisional Ballot Affirmation

(A) Clearly print your full name:

(B) Write your date of birth:

(CY (1} Write vour current address:

{2) Have you moved without updating your voter

registration?:

Yes No

If yes, write your former address:

failure te provide your former address will not cause your

provisional ballot tc be rejected.

(DY (1) You must show photo identificatioen to the election
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official that includes your name and photograph and is not

expired. Check the type of photo identification you provided:

An Ohio driver's license or state identification
card or an interim identification form issued by the Bureau of
Motor Vehicles. If you showed your Chio driver's license or
state identification card or an interim identificaticn form,
write your full driver's license or state identification card

number :

A United States passport or passport card;

A United States military identification card, Ohic
national guard identification card, or United States department

of veterans affairs identification card.

{2) If you do not have photo identification because you
have a religicus abjection te being photeographed, complete an
affidavit of religious oblection. The precinct election official

will attach it to the provisional ballot envelope.

{3) If you did not show phete identification to the
election official or complete an affidavit of religicus
objection, you must appear at the office of the beoard of
elections during the four days after the election and provide
photo identificaticn or complete an affidavit of religious

obijection for your vote to be eligible to be ccunted.

{4) F£-Complete this section if you need to update your

voter registrationy—yeu—may prevrde—additienat—informatton—

el ass Mo 3 A o g o o 2431
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purposes or if you need to verify the identification you used to

register to wvote.

Write your full Ohio driver's license or state

jdentification card number, which also serves as proof of
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citizenship if vou have submitted documentation to the bureau of

motor vehicles indicating that vou are a United States citizen:

OR

Write the last four digits of your Social Security number:

and attach proof of citizenship to the outgide

of this envelope. You are not required to attach proof of

citizenship if vyou have previously provided proof of citizenship

to a board of elections in Ohio, and that proof of citizenship

has been verified.

"Proof of citizenship™ means evidence that, when verified

as authentic, indicates that vyou are a United States citiwven, in

the form of one of the following: a copy of the front and back

of a current or expired Chio driver's license, state

identification card, or interim identification form, if you have

submitted documentation to the bureau of mector vehicles

indicating that vou are a United States citizen; a cepy of a

birth certificate, certification of report of birth, or consular

report of birth abroad; a copy of the identification page of a

current or expired United States passpert; a copy of the front

and back of a United States passport card; or & copy of a

certificate of naturalization or certificate of citizenship,

If the name on vour proof of citizenship isg different from

vour current legal name, you must also attach proof of vour

chance of name, such as a legible copy of a marriage license or

court order.

If yvou are updating vour registration, vou have not

nreviously provided procof of citizenship to a board of

elections, and vou deo not provide it when vou cast this ballot,
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vou must provide proof of citizenship to the beoard of elections

on or before the fourth day following this election and the

board of elections must verifv your United States gitizenship in

order for vour ballot to be eligible to be counted.

(£y If your right to vote has been challenged, you must
provide any required additional information to the board of
elections on or before the sevemth—fourth day following this

election.
(F} Sign and date the following statement:

I solemnly swear or affirm that I am a citizen of the
United States; that I will ke at least 18 years of age at the
time of the general election; that I have lived in this state
for 30 days immediately preceding this election in which I am
voting this ballot; that I am a registered voter in the precinct
in which I am voting this provisional ballot; and that 1 am
eligible to vote in the election in which I am voting this

provisional ballot.

I understand that, if the information I provide on this
provisional ballot affirmation is not fully completed and
correct, if the board of elections determines that I am not
registered to vote, a resident of this precinct, or eligible to
vote in this election, or if the board of elections determines
that I have already voted in this election, my provisicnal
ballot will not be counted. I understand that, if I am not
currently registered to vote or if I am not registered at my
current address or under my current name, this form will serve
as an application to register to vote or update my registration
for future elections, as long as I provide all of the
information required to register to vote or update my

registration. I further understand that knowingly providing
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false information i1s a violation of law and subjects me to

possible criminal prosecution.

I hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification,
that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my

knowledge and belief.

Signature of Voter

Date

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A
FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE."

In addition to any information required to be included ¢n
the written affirmation, an individual casting a provisicnal
ballot may provide additional information to the election
official to assist the board of elections in determining the
individual's eligibility te vote in that election, including the
date and location at which the individual registered to vote, if

known.

If the individual provided ail of the information required
under secticn 3503.14 of the Revised Code Lo regilster to vote or
to update the individual's registration on the provisional
pallot affirmation, the board of elections shall consider the
individual's provisional ballot affirmation to also serve as a
notice of change of name, change of residence, or both, or as a
voter registration form, as applicable, for that individual only

for the purposes of future elections.

Sec. 3505.183. (A) When the ballot boxes are delivered to

the board of elections from the precincts, the board shall
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separate the provisional ballet envelopes from the rest of the
ballots. Teams of employees of the board consisting of one
member of each major pelitical party shall place the sealed
provisional ballot envelcopes in a secure location within the
office of the board. The sealed provisional ballot envelopes
shall remain in that secure location until the validity of those
ballots is determined under division (B) of this section. While
the provisional ballot is stored in that secure location, and
prior to the counting of the provisional ballots, if the board
receives information regarding the validity of a specific
provisional ballot under divisien (B) of this section, the board
may note, on the sealed provisional ballct envelope for that

ballot, whether the ballot is valid and entitled to be counted.

(B) (1) To determine whether a provisional ballot is wvalid
and entitled to be counted, the board shall examine its reccerds
and determine whether the individual who cast the provisional
ballot is registered and eligible to vote in the applicable
election. The board shall examine the information contained in
the written affirmation executed by the individual who cast the
provisional ballot under division (B) (2) of section 3505.181 of
the Revised Code. The following information shall be included in
the written affirmation in order for the provisional ballot to

be eligible to be counted:

{a) The individual's printed name, signature, date of

birth, and current address;

(b} A statement that the individual is a registered voter

in the precinct in which the provisional ballot is being voted;

{c) A statement that the individual is eligible to vote in

the election in which the provisional ballot is belng voted.
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(2) In addition to the information required tec be included
in an affirmation under divisiecn (B} (1) of this saction, in
determining whether a provisional ballot is valid and entitled
to be counted, the board alsc shall examine any additional
information for determining ballot validity provided by the
provisiocnal voter on the affirmation, provided by the
provisional voter to an election official under section 3505.182
of the Revised Code, or provided to the board of elections
during the four days after the day of the election under
diviatenr—BtH—er—8—ef-section 3505.181 of the Revised Code,
to assist the board in determining the individual's eligibility

Lo vote.

{3) If, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation and
additional information under divisions {(B) (1) and {(2) of this
section and comparing the information reguired under division
(B) (1} of this section with the individual's infeormation in the
statewide voter registration database, the board determines that
all of the fellowing apply, the provisional kalliot envelope
shall be opened, and the ballot shall be placed in a kallot box

to be counted:

(a} The individual named on the affirmation is properly

registered to vote.

{b) The individual named on the affirmation is eligible to
cast a ballot in the precinct and for the election in which the

individual cast the provisicnal ballot.

{c) The individual provided all of the information
required under division (B) (1) of this secticn in the
affirmation that the individual executed at the time the

individual cast the provisicnal bkallot.
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{d} One of the following applies:

(1) The individual provided photo identification at the
time of casting the provisional ballot or appeared at the cffice
of the board within four days after the day cf the election and
provided photo identification. If the individual provided the
individual's Ohio driver's license or state identification card
or an interim identification form, the individual provided the
individual's driver's license number or state identification
card number and the number is not different from the
individual's driver's license number or state identification
card number contained in the statewide voter registration

database.

(ii} The individual completed an affidavit of religious
objection under section 3505.19 of the Revised Code at the time
of casting the provisional ballot or at the office of the board
within four days after the day of the election and the affidavit

is valid under that section.

(e} Except as otherwise provided in this division, the
month and day of the individual's date of kirth are not
different from the day and month of the individual’'s date of

birth contained in the statewide voter registration database.

Thig division does not apply to an individual's

provisional ballet if either—of—the—feollowing—ta—troer

) e et led e s ]
g . ‘ tebn] . 800

—The—the board of elections has found, by a vote of at
least three of its members, that the individual has met ail

other requirements of division (B) (3) of this section.

(f} The individual's current address is not different from
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the individual's address contained in the statewide wvoter
registration database, unless the individual indicated that the
individual is casting z provisional ballct because the
individual has moved and has not submitted a notice of change of
address, as described in division (A) (6) of section 3505.181 of

the Revised Code.

{g) If applicable, the individual provided any additional
information required under division (B) (8) of section 3505.181
of the Revised Code within four days after the day of the

election.

{hy If the individual cast a provisional ballot because

the individual is registered to wvote but the individual's United

States citizenship has not been verified, the board verifies the

individual's United States citizenship.

(i) If applicable, the individual provided the information

reguired under division (C)} {2 of section 3503.202 ¢f the

Revised Code on the provisional ballot affirmation ox within

four davs after the dav of the election.

(4) (a) Except as otherwise provided in divisien (D) of
this section, 1f, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation
and additicnal information under divisions {B) (1) and (2) of
this section and comparing the information required under
division (B) (1) of this section with the individual's
information in the statewide voter registration database, the
board determines that any of the following applies, the
provisional ballot envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot

shall not be counted:

(i) The individual named on the affirmation is not

qualified or is not properly registered to vote.
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(i) The individual named on the affirmation is not
eligible to cast a ballet in the precinct or for the election in

which the individual cast the provisional ballot.

{1ii) The individual did not provide all of the
information required under division (B) (1} of this section in
the affirmation that the individual executed at the time the

individual cast the provisional ballot.

(iv) The individual has already cast a ballot for the

election in which the individual cast the previsicnal ballot.

{(v) I1If applicable, the individual did not provide any
additional information required under division (B) (8) of secticn
3505.181 of the Revised Code within four days after the day of

the electicon.

{(vi) The individual failed to provide photo
identificaticn, to provide the individual's driver's license or
state identification card number 1f the individual provided
photo identification in the form of an Ohio driver's license or
state identification card or an interim identification form, or

to complete an affidavit of religious objection.

(vii) The individual failed to execute an affirmation

under division (B} of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code.

{viii) The individual provided photo identification in the
form of an Ohio driver's license or state identification card or
an interim identification form and the driver's license number
or state identification card number the individual provided is
different from the individual's driver's license number or state
identification card number contained in the statewide voter

registration database.

{ix) The individual completed an affidavit of religious
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objection under section 3505.19 of the Revised Code, but the

affidavit is not wvalid under that section.

{2) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the
month and day of the individual's date of birth are different
from the day and month of the individual's date of birth

contained in the statewide voter registration database.

This division does not apply to an individual's

provisional ballot if either—ef-the—feottewingds—truer

h il H o dedaa=1 1~ ol £ el oot
¥ o s 15 . N E Ve S 3 R S 2t 4 S I e i S i AL 3 i Y

P - =
o [ 20 B I L AU W I SR SPY i Ry

L a HIPSE SN S
ool Yog o Tt o

[UR

RN 2 T 33 3 u
T (e LB & 1 0 L e s e 0o 3 L it ) T

+IT—Pre—the board of elections has found, by a vote of at

least three of its members, that the individual has met all of
the requirements of divisien (B) (3) of this section, other than

the requirements of division (B) (3} (e} of this section.

{21} The individual's current address is different from
the individual's address contained in the statewide voter
registration database, unless the individual indicated that the
individual is casting a provisional ballot because the
individual has moved and has not submitted a notice of change of
address, as described in divisien (A} (6) of section 3505.181 of

the Revised Code.

(xii) TFf the individual gast a provisional ballot because

the individual is registered to vote and the board is unable to

verify the individual's United States citizenship.

(x+ii} If applicable, the individual did not provide the

information recuired under division (C) (2) of section 3503.202

of the Revised Code on the provisional ballot affirmation or

within four davs after the dayv of the election.

Page 89

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000228

2552
2553

2554
2555
2556
2557

2558
2559

2560
2561

2562
2563
2564
2565

2566
2567
2568
2569
2570
2571
2572

2573
2574
2575

2576
2577
2578
2579



Sub. H. B. No. 552
|_135_2466-5

(b) If, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation and
additional information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of this
section and comparing the information required under division
{R) (1} of this section with the individual's information in the
statewide voter registration database, the board is unable to
determine either of the following, the provisional ballot
envelope shall not be opened, and the ballet shall not be

counted:

{i) Whether the individual named on the affirmation is

qualified or properly registered to vote;

(ii) Whether the individual named on the affirmation is
eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in

which the individual cast the provisional ballot.

{C) For each provisional ballot rejected under division
(B) (4) of this section, the board shall record the name of the
provisional voter whe cast the ballot, the identification number
of the provisicnal ballot envelope, the names of the election
officials who determined the validity of that ballot, the date
and time that the determination was made, and the reason that
the ballot was neot counted, unless the board has already

recorded that information in another database.

(DY {1) If an individual cast a provisional ballot in a
precinct in which the individual is not registered and eligible
to vote, but in the cerrect polling location for the precinct in
which the individual is registered and eligible to vote, and the
election official failed to direct the individual to the correct
precinct, the individual's ballot shall be remade under division
(Y {2) of this section. The election official shall be deemed to
have directed the individual to the correct precinct if the

election official correctly completed the form described in
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division (C){2) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code.

(2} A board of elections that remakes a provisional ballot
under division (DY (1) of this section shall remake the
provisional ballot on a ballot for the appropriate precinct to
reflect the offices, questions, and issues for which the
individual was eligible to cast a ballot and for which the
individual attempted to cast a provisional ballot. The remade
pallot shall be counted for each office, question, and issue for

which the individual was eligible to vote.

(3) If an individual cast a provisional ballot in =a
precinct in which the individual is not registered and eligible
to vote and in the incorrect polling location feor the precinct
in which the individual is registered and eligible to vote, the
provisional ballot envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot

shall not be counted.

(E} Provisional ballots that are rejected under division
{(B) {4) of this section shall not be counted but shall be
preserved in their provisional ballot envelopes unopened until
the time provided by section 3505.31 of the Revised Code for the
destruction of all other ballots used at the election fer which

ballcts were provided, at which time they shall ke destroyed.

(F) Provisional ballcts that the board determines are
eligible to be ccunted under division (B} (3} or (D) of this
section shall be counted in the same manner as provided for
cther ballots under section 3505.27 of the Revised Code. No
provisional ballots shall be counted in a particular county
until the board determines the eligibility to be counted of all
provisional ballets cast in that ccunty under division (B) of
this section for that election. Observers, as provided in

section 3505.21 of the Revised Code, may be present at all times
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that the board is determining the eligibility of provisional
hallots to be counted and counting those provisicnal ballots
determined to be eligible. No person shall recklessly disclose
the count or any portion of the count of provisional ballots in
such a manner as tc jeopardize the secrecy of any individual

ballot.

(G) (1) Except as otherwise provided in divisicn (G) (2) of
this section, nothing in this section shall prevent a board of
elections from examining provisional ballot affirmations and
additicnal information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of this
section to determine the eligibility of provisicnal ballots to

be counted during the seven days after the day of an election.

{2) A board of electicns shall not examine the provisicnal
ballot affirmation and additional information under divisions
{(B) (1) and (2) of this section of any provisional ballot cast by
an individual who must provide photo identification, ceomplete an
affidavit of religious objection, or provide additional
information to the board of elections under divisien—Br{H—or—
+8—ef-gection 3505.181 of the Revised Code for the koard toc
determine the individual's eligibility until the individual does
so or until the eighth day after the day of the election,

whichever 1s earlier.

Sec. 3505.20. Any person offering to vote may be
challenged at the polling place by any precinct election
official. If the board of elections has ruled con the question
presented by a challenge pricr to election day, its finding and
decision shall be final, and the voting location manager shall
be notified in writing. If the board has not ruled, the gquestion
shall be determined as set forth in this section. If any person

is so challenged as ungualified to vote, the voting location
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ranager shall tender the person the following oath: "You do 2670
swear or affirm under penalty of election falsification that vyou 2671
will fully and truly answer all of the following gquestions put 2672
to you concerning your qualifications as an elector at this 2673
election.” 2674

(A} If the person is challenged as ungualified on the 2675
ground that Lhe person is not a United States citizen, the 2676
precinct election officials shall put the following guestions: 2677

{1) Are you a citizen of the United States? 2078

(2) dee—veu—arative—ornaturatised—eitizen? 2679

—Hhrere—were—rou--BarnT 2680

4Ly t—of frednt—doeumentatieor—de—Do _you possess fe—preve 2681
procf cof your United States citizenship? Please provide that 2682
documentation. 2683

If the person offering to vote elsims—te-beanaturatiwed— 2684
eitiren—of-the United-Gerates—the—person—shaldr—kefore—the—vete— 2685
is—received—produee—produces verified proof of citizenship in 2686
the form of a current and valid driver's license or state 2687
identification card issued Aprdil 7, 2023, or after without a 2688
noncitizen designation, or a current or expired United States 2688
passport or passport card for inspection of the precinct 2690
election officials—e—cesiifiente of -apteratizatien—, and declkare 2691
declares under oath that the person is she—identicat—persen— 2692
named—ir—the—eertificate—tf—theperson-states—under—oath—thats 2693
by—reasenof —the raturalizationr—of—the persentsparentas—or—one 2694
gf-them—tre—porson—has—beeome—a citizen of the United States, 2695
and-slren—or—here—the—personls—parents—were—aaturatired,—th 2696
eewiifiontre——oof aottratizabion—ecd-not—e—producedihe person 2697
shail be permitted to cast a regqular ballot. If the person is 2698

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000232



Sub. H. B. No. 552
I_135_2466-5

unable to provide a—eertifieste—ofnaturetization— verified

proof of citizenship as described in this division on the day of

the election, the precinct election officials shall provide to
the person, and the perscn may vete, a provisicnal ballot under
section 3505.181 of the Revised Cede. The provisional ballot
shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and the
board of electicons detesmimes—yerifies that the weter—person is

preoperty—regiabered—a United States citizen and eligible to vote

in the election.

(BY If the person is challenged zs ungualified on the
ground that the person has not resided in this state for thirty
days immediately preceding the election, the precinct election

officials shall put the following questions:

{1) Bave you resided in this state for thirty days
immediately preceding this election? If so, where have you

resided?
(2) Did you properly register to vote?

(3) Can you provide some form of identification containing
your current mailing address in this precinct? Please provide

that identification.

(4) Have you voted or attempted to vote at any other

location in this or in any other state at this election?

{5) Have you applied for an absent voter's ballot in any

state for this election?

If the precinct election officials are unable to verify
the person's eligibility to cast a ballot in the election, the
precinct election officials shall preovide to the person, and the
person may vote, a provisional bkallot under section 3505.181 of

the Revised Code. The provisional balict shall not be counted
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unless it is properly completed and the board of elections
determines that the voter is properly registered and eligible to

vote in the election.

(C) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the
ground that the person is not a resident of the precinct where
the perscn offers to vote, the precinct election officials shall

put the fellowing questions:
(1) Do you reside in this precinct?
{(2) When did you move into this precinct?

{3) When you came into this precinct, did you come for a
temporary purpose merely or for the purpose of making it your

home?
(4) What is your current mailing address?

(5) Do you have some official identification containing
your current address in this precinct? Please provide that

identification.

{6) Have you voted or attempted to vote at any other

locatien in this or in any other state at this election?

(7) Have vou applied for any absent voter's ballot in any

state for this election?

The precinct election officials shall direct an individual
who is not in the appropriate polling place to the appropriate
polling place. If the individual refuses to go to the
appropriate polling place, or if the precinct election officials
are unable to verify the person's eligibiiity to cast a ballot
in the election, the precinct election officials shall provide
to the person, and the person may vote, a provisional bailot

under section 3505.181 of the Reviged Code. The provisional
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ballot shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and
the board of elections determines that the voter is preperly

registered and eligible to vote in the election.

(D} If the person is challenged as unqualified on the
ground that the person is not of legal voting age, the precinct

election cfficials shall put the following questions:
{1}y Are you eighteen years of age or more?
(2} What is your date of birth?

{3) Do you have some official identification verifying

your age? Please provide that identification.

If the precinct election officials are unable to verify
the person's age and sligibility to cast a ballot in the
election, the precinct election officials shall provide to the
person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot under
section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional ballot
shalil not be counted unless it is properly completed and the
board of elections determines that the voter is properly

registered and eligible to vote in the election.

The voting location manager shall put such other questions
to the person challenged as are necessary to determine the
person's qualificaticns as an electer at the election. If a
person challenged refuses to answer fully any question put to
the person, is unable to answer the guestions as they were
answered on the registration form by the person under whose name
the person offers to vote, cor refuses to sign the person's name
or make the person's mark, or if for any other reason a majority
cf the precinct election officials believes the person is not
entitled to vote, the precinct election officialis shall provide

to the person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot
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under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional
ballot shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and
the board of elections determines that the voter is properly

registered and eligible to vote in the election.

A qualified citizen who has certified the citizen's
intention to vote for president and vice-president as provided
by Chapter 3504. of the Revised Cocde shall be eligible to
receive only the ballot containing presidential and vice-

presidential candidates.

However, not later than the thirtieth day before the day
of an election and in accordance with section 3503.2Z24 of the
Revised Code, any person qualified to vote may challenge the
right of any other person to be registered as a voter, or the
right to cast an absent voter's ballot, or to make application
for such ballot. Such challenge shall be made in accordance with
section 3503.24 of the Revised Code, and the beard of elections
of the ceounty in which the voting residence of the challenged
voter is situated shall make a final determination relative to

the legality of such registration cor application.

Sec. 3509.05. (A) When an elector receives an absent
vofer's ballot pursuant to the elector’'s applicaticn or request,
the elector shall, before placing any marks on the ballot, note
whether there are any voting marks on it. If there are any
voting marks, the ballot shall be returned immediately to the
board of elections; otherwise, the elector shall cause the
ballot to be marked, folded in a manner that the stub on it and
the indorsements and facsimile signatures of the members of the
beoard of elections on the back of it are visible, and placed and
sealed within the identification envelope received from the

board of elections for that purpose. Then, the electer shall
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cause the statement of vcter on the outside of the
identification envelope to be completed and signed, under

penalty of election falsification,
{(B) The elector shall provide one of the following:

(1} The electer's Chio driver's license or state
identification card number on the statement of voter on the

identification envelope;

{2) The last four digits of the electeor's sccial security

number on the statement of voter on the identification envelope;

(3) A copy of the elector's photo ldentification in the

return envelcpe with the identification envelope.

{C) {1) The elector shall mail the identification envelope
£0 the office of the board of elections in the return envelope,
postage prepaid, or the elector may personally deliver +t=the

identification envelore in the return envelope to the office of

the board, or the spouse of the elector, the father, mother,
father-in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother,
or sister of the whole or half blecod, or the son, daughter,
adopting parent, adopted c¢hild, stepparent, stepchild, uncle,
aunt, nephew, or niece of the elector may deliver it to the

office of the board_in accordance with division (D) of this

section. The return envelope shall be returned by no other
perscn, in ne other manner, and to no other location, except as
otherwise provided in section 3509.08 of the Revised Code. HNo

person may personally deiiver the return gnvelope of more than

twe electors for each election.

(2) If the board maintains multiple offices in the county,
as permitted under division (C) of secticon 3501.10 of the

Revised Code, the board may designate any of its offices for the
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return of absent voter's ballets under this secticn, provided
that the board shall designate only cne office to which absent

voter's ballots shall be returned under this section.

{3) (a) The board of elections may place not more than one
secure receptacle outside the office of the board, on the
property on which the office of the board is located, for the

purpose of receiving absent voter's ballots under this section.

{b) A secure receptacle shall be open to receive ballots
only during the period beginning on the first day after the
close of voter registration before the election and ending at
seven-thirty p.m. on the day of the election. The receptacle
shall be open to receive ballots at all times during that

period.

(c} A secure receptacle shall be monitored by recorded
video surveillance at all times. The video recordings are a

public record. The board shall do one of the following:

{i) Make the wvideo recordings available for inspection
upon reguest in accordance with section 148.43 of the Revised

Code.

{ii) Make each day's video recording available to the
public on Lthe internet for streaming or download without charge
within seventv-two hours after the recording ends and make the
video recordings available to the public upon regquest in

accordance with sectiocon 149.43 of the Revised Code.

{d) Only a bipartisan team of election officials may open
a secure receptacle or handle its contents. A bipartisan team of
election officials shall collect the contents of each secure
receptacle and deliver them to the board for processing at least

once each day and at seven—-thirty p.m. on the day of the
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election. If, at seven-thirty p.m. en the day of the election,
there are persons waiting in line to deposit absent voter's
ballots in a receptacle, those persons shall be permitted to

deposit the ballots.

(4) (a) During the period beginning on the forty-fifth day
nefore election day and ending on the day after election day, on
each day the office of the board of elections is open for
business, the board shall report to the secretary of state all
of the following information concerning the previous business

day:

(1) The number of return envelopes purporting to contain
absent voter's ballots or uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots the board received by personal delivery, other
than to a receptacle described in division (C) (3) of this

section;

(11} If the board has placed a secure receptacle outside
the office of the board under division {C){3) of this section,
the number of return envelopes purporting to contain absent
voter's ballots or uniformed services or overseas absent voter's

ballects the board received in the receptacle.

(b) As soon as practicable after receiving a report under
divigion (C) (4) (a) of this section, the secretary of state shall
make the information in the report available to the public on

the secretary of state's official web site.

(DY (1) If the elector delivers the elector's own ballots,

the elector shall show photo identification to the election

officials to confirm that the elector is the person who cast the

ballots.

(2) {a) If the elector's familyv member listed in division
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(CY (1) of this section delivers the electox's ballots, the

elector's family member shall show photo identification to the

election officials and shall sign a statement under penalty of

election falsification, on a form prescribed by the secretarv of

state, that includes all of the following:

{1) The elector's family member's name and residence

address:

(ii) An affirmation that the elector's family member is

delivering the elector's ballots at the elector's reguest:

(iii) An affirmation that the elector's familv member is

not delivering a ballot for more than two electors for that

election.

(b} Upon receiving a properly completed statement under

division (D) (3){a) of this section and verifving the identitv of

the elector's familyv member delivering the elector's ballet, the

alection officials shall accept the ballots and attach the

statement to _the return envelope.

{3) The election officials shall not accept any marked

absent voter's ballots that are returned to the board by

perscnal delivervy, except as permitted under divisions (D} (1} to

(3) of this section.

(E) {1) FExcept as otherwise provided in division 4B+2—(E)
{2) of this sectien, all envelopes containing marked absent
voter's ballots shall be delivered to the office of the board
not later than the close of the polls on the day of an election.
Absent voter's ballots delivered to the office of the board
later than the times specified shall not be counted, but shall
be kept by the board in the sealed identificaticn envelopes in

which they are delivered, until the time provided by section

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000240
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3505.31 of the Revised Code for the destruction of all other
ballots used at the election for which ballots were provided, at

which time they shall be destroyed.

(2) (a) Except as otherwise provided in division B2t
(E) (2} b} of this section, any return envelope that is
postmarked prior to the day of the election shall be delivered
<o the director prior to the fifth day after the election.
Ballots delivered in envelopes postmarked pricr to the day of
the election that are received after the close of the polls on
election day through the fourth day thereafter shall be counted
on the fifth day at the board of elections in the manner
provided in divisions (C) and (D) of section 3509.06 of the
Revised Code or in the manner provided in divisicn (E) of that
section, as applicable. Any such ballots that are received by
the directer later than the fourth day following the election
shall not be counted, but shall be kept by the board in the
sealed identification envelopes as provided in division (A) of

this section.

(b) Division +BH2Hfad-(E) (2) (a) of this secticn shall net
apply to any mail that is postmarked using a pestage evidencing
system, including a postage meter, as defined in 3% C.F.R.

501.1.

Sec. 3511.02. (A) Notwithstanding any section of the
Revised Code to the contrary, whenever any person applies for
registration as a voter on a form adopted in accordance with
federal regulations relating to the "Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act,"™ 100 Stat. 924, 52 U.S.C.A. 20301,
this application shail be sufficient for voter registration and
as a reguest for an absent voter's ballot. Uniformed services or

overseas absent voter's ballots may be cbtained by any person
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meeting the requirements of section 3511.011 of the Revised Code 2961
by applying electronically to the secretary of state or to the 2962
board of electiocns of the county in which the person's voting 2963
residence is located in accordance with section 3511.021 of the 2864
Revised Code or by applying to the board of elections cf the 2565
county in which the person's wvoting residence is lccated, in cne 2966
of the following ways: 2967
(1) That person may make written applicaticn for those 2968
hallots. The person may personally deliver the application to 2969
the cffice of the board or may mail iz, send it by facsimile 2870
machine, send it by electronic mail, send it through internet 2871
delivery if such delivery is offered by the board of elections 2972
or the secretary of state, or otherwise send it to the hoard. 2973
Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this secticn, 2974
the application shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary 2975
of state and shall contain all of the following information: 2976
{a) The elector's name; 2977
(b) The elector's signature; 2978
{(c) The address at which the elector is registered to 2979
vote; 2980
(d) The elector's date of birth; 2981
(e) ene—ef—the followrar 2982
+iy—The——eteeterta Ohio-ditperls—ticerse—or—state— 2883
rdentificatien—cord-—rumbery 2584
3+ —The—tast—foprdigita-of-the—atector--s—aocial—gecwrtEy 2985
Frebert 2986
4444392 copy of the elector's photo identification_and 2987
evidence that the elector is a United States citizen, as 2888
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described in division (EEY of section 3501.01 of the Revised

Code, if the photo identification dees not establish proof of

citizenship under that division.

(f) A statement identifying the election for which absent

voter's ballots are requested;

(g} A statement that the person requesting the balicts is

a quaiified elector;

{h) A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 52 U.S5.C. 20310;

{i) A statement of the elector's length of residence in
the state immediately preceding the commencement of service,
immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with oxr near the
service member, or immediately preceding leaving the United
States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal
guardian resided in this state long enough to establish
residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the

United States, whichever is applicable;

(1) If the request is for primary election ballots, the

elector's party affiliation;

{k) 1If the elector desires ballots to be mailed teo the

elector, the address to which those ballots shall be mailed;

(1) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the
elector by facsimile machine, the telephone number to which they

shall be so sent;

(m) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the
elector by electronic mail or, if offered by the board of
electicons or the secretary of state, through internet delivery,

the elector's electronic mail address or other internet contact

Page 104

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000243

2989
2930
2931

2992
2993

2994
2995

29%e
2997

2998
2958
3000
3001
3002
3003
3004
3005

3006
3007

3008
3009

3010
3011
3012

3013
3014
3015
3016



Sub. H. B. No. 552
{_135_2466-5

information;

{n) The elector's current foreian address and evidence

that the elector resides at that address.

(2) A volter or any relative of & voter listed in division
(A) {3) of this section may use a single federal post card
application to apply for uniformed services or overseas absent
voter's ballots for use at the primary and general electicns in
a given year and any special election to be held on the day in
that year specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the
Revised Code for the holding of a primary election, designated
by the general assembly for the purpose of submitting
constitutional amendments proposed by the general assembly to
the voters of the state. A single federal postcard application
shall be processed by the board of elections pursuant to section
35131.04 of the Revised Code the same as if the veter had applied
separately for uniformed services or overseas absent voter's

ballots for each election.

{3) Application to have uniformed services or overseas
absent voter's ballots mailed or sent by facsimile machine to
such a person may be made by the spouse, father, mother, father-
in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother or
sister of the whole blood or halilf bloed, son, daughter, adopting
parent, adepted child, stepparent, stepchild, dauvghter-in-law,
son-in-law, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece cf such a person. The
application shall be in writing upon a blank form furnished only
by the board or on a single federal post card as provided in
divisicn (A) {2) of this section. The form ¢f the application
shall be prescribed by the secretary of state. The bocard shall
furnish that blank form to any of the relatives specified in

this division desiring to make the application, only upon the
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request of such a relative made in person at the office of the
board or upon the written regquest of such a relative mailed to
the office of the board. Bxcept as otherwise provided in

division (B) of this section, the application, subscribed and

sworn to by the applicant, shall contain all of the following:

{a) The full name of the elector for whom ballots zare

recuested;

(b} A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 52 U.S.C. 20310;

(c) The address at which the elector is registered to

vote;

{d) A statement identifying the elector's length of
residence in the state immediately preceding the commencement of
service, immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with or
near a service member, or immediately preceding leaving the
United States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal
guardian resided in this state long enough to establish
residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the

United States, as the case may be;
{e) The elector's date of birth;
{f) One of the fcllowing:

(i} The elector's Ohio driver's license or state

identification card number;

(ii) The last four digits of the elector's social security

number:;
(Lii) A copy of the elector's photo identification.

(g) A statement ildentifying the election for which absent
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voter's ballots are requested;

{(h) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is

a qualified elector;

(i} If the request is for primary election ballets, the

elector's party affiliaticn;

(j) A statement that the applicant bears a relationship to

the elector as specified in division (A) (3) of this section;

(k) The address to which ballots shall be malled, the
telephone number to which ballots shall be sent by facsimile
machine, the electronic mail address to which ballots shall be
sent by electronic mail, or, if internet delivery is offered by
the board of elections or the secretary of state, the internet
contact information to which ballots shall be sent through

internet delivery;

(1} The signature and address of the perscn making the

application.

{B) If the elector has a confidential voter registration
record, as described in section 111.44 of the Revised Code, the
application may include the elector's program participant
identification number instead of the address at which the

elector 1s registered to vote.

(C) Each application for uniformed services or overseas
absent voter's ballots shall be delivered to the office of the
beoard not earlier than the first day of January of the year of
the elections for which the uniformed services or overseas
absent voter's ballots are reguested or not earlier than ninety
days before the day of the election at which the ballots are to
be voted, whichever is earlier. An application to receive

uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots by mail or
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by another method permitted under section 3511.021 of the
Revised Code shall be delivered to the office of the board not
later than the close of business on the seventh day preceding

the day of the election.

(DY If the voter for whom the application is made is
entitled to vote for presidential and vice-presidential electors
only, the applicant shall submit to the beard, in addition to
the requirements of division (A) of this section, a statement to
the effect that the wvoter is qualified to vote for presidential

and vice-presidentizl electors and for no other offices.

{E) Except as permitted under section 111.31 of the
Revised Code, no public office, and no public official or
employee who is acting in an official capacity, shall do either

of the following:

{1) Prepay the return postage for an applicatiocn for

absent voter's ballots;

{2} Mail or otherwise deliver an unsolicited application

for absent voter's ballots to any person.

(F) Except as otherwise provided in this section and in
sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election
official shall not £ill out any pertion of a federal post card
application or other application for absent voter's ballots on
behalf of an applicant. The secretary of state or a board of
elections may preprint only an applicant's name and address on a
federal post card application or other application for absent
voter's balliots before mailing that application to the
applicant, except that if the applicant has a confidential voter
registration record, the secretary of state or the board of

elections shall not preprint the applicant's address on the
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application, 3132
Sec. 3511.14. (A} A beoard of elections shall accept and 3133
process federal write-in absentee ballots—fer—eb—eteetions—for— 3134
effice—and—feraltli-batter-guestions—aad—isswes—, as required 3135
ander "The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act,” 3136
7 : 7 B - — 3137

amended_ 52 U.5.C. 20303. 3138
{B) A uniformed services or overseas voter may use the 3139
declaration accompanying & federal write-in absentee ballot to 3140
apply Lo register to vote simultanecusly with the submission of 3141
the federal write-in absentee ballot, if the declaration is 3142
received not later than thirty days before the day of the 3143
election., If the declaration is received after that date, the 3144
declaration shall be considered an applicaticn to register teo 3145
vote for all subsequent elections. 3146
Section 2. That existing sections 3375.011, 3501.0%, 3147
3501.05%, 3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 3503.151, 3148
3503,152, 3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19, 3503.21, 3505.181, 3148
3505.182, 3505.183, 3505.20, 3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 of 3150
the Revised Code are hereby repealed. 3151
Section 3. This act shall be known as the Voter 3152
Verification Act. 3153
Section 4. The General Assembly, applying the principle 3154
stated in divisioen (B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that 3155
amendments are to be harmonized 1f reasonably capable cof 3156
simultaneous operation, finds that the following sectiocns, 3157
presented in this act as composites of the sections as amended 3158
by the acts indicated, are the resulting versions of the 3159
sections in effect pricr to the effective date of the sections 3160
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as presented in this act:

E.B. 359 and S.B.

H.B.

Page 110

Section 3503.21 of the Revised Code as amended by both

63 of the 131lst General Assembly.

Section 3505.183 of the Revised Code as amended by both

45 and H.B.

458 of the 134th General Assembly.
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Frank LaRose
| ©fiio Seeretary of State |

August 29, 2024

Honorable Matt Huffman
President, Ohio Senate
Ohio Statehouse
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Honorable Jason Stephens

Speaker, Ohio House of Representatives
77 South High Street, 14th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Re: Potential Election Legislation
Dear President Huffman and Speaker Stephens,

I write to make you aware of three policy matters that have recently come to light. To ensure the
ongoing integrity of Ohio’s elections, I suggest urgent legislative attention to each of them. '

1. A federal court’s decision in a recent case impacts Ohio’s ban on ballot harvesting, likely
requiring a re-examination of voting assistance protocols and the security of drop boxes.

2. A new decision by the Supreme Court of the United States gives us an opportunity to
better enforce Ohio’s constitutional citizenship requirement for participating in elections.

3. The General Assembly should consider adopting a new provisional ballot Votlng
requirement for voters with mismatched registration records.

Protecting Ohio’s Election Integrity

First, a federal court’s recent decision in a lawsuit brought by the L.eague of Women Voters
(“the LWV”) impacts Ohio’s prohibition on ballot harvesting. Although the decision is limited
in scope, it could nonetheless have a broader effect on ballot security.

The LWV sought to challenge certain provisions of House Bill 458, adopted by the General
Assembly and signed into law by the Governor in 2023. While the court declined to act on most
of the LWV’s claims, it issued an order limited in scope to disabled voters who wish to utilize
someone other than a relative as defined by R.C. 3509.05 to assist them with the return of an
absentee ballot. Specifically, the court prohibited the state from administering, implementing, or
enforcing R.C. 3599.21(A)(9) and (A)(10) “against any disabled voter or against any individual
who assists any disabled voter.”1 '

L See Op. at 38, 42




The law adopted by the General Assembly in 2023 defined the type of person legally eligible to
assist a voter with the return of an absentee ballot as either a qualified relative or a mail carrier.
The court determined that this restriction violates Section 208 of the federal Voting Rights Act,
which allows a disabled voter to be assisted by “a person of the voter's choice.” Unfortunately,
this decision does not provide relief to a family who believes their disabled relative is receiving
ballot assistance without their knowledge, approval, or input, or who may have been coerced or
misguided by individuals attempting to “assist” their voting decisions.

The court’s decision is limited in scope. However, it highlights a need for additional steps to
enforce Ohio’s ban on ballot harvesting. Without the appropriate safeguards, a person could
return any number of ballots to an unattended drop box simply by claiming (whether truthfully or
not) the permissive authority granted under Scction 208. This effectively creates an unintended
loophole in Ohio’s ballot harvesting law that we must address. I suspect this is exactly the
outcome the LWV intended. Under the guise of assisting the disabled, their legal strategy seeks
to make Ohio’s elections less secure and more vulnerable to cheating, especially as it relates to
the use of drop boxes. The security of the delivery of absentee ballots remains paramount, so this
leaves us with the obvious question of a remedy.

Pending legislative action to address enforcement of Ohio’s prohibition on ballot harvesting I
will direct boatds to post a notification on each drop box indicating that voter-assisted ballots
must be returned inside the board office, where the voter assistant will be asked to complete an
attestation form confirming that they are complying with applicable state or federal law. This
effectively means ONLY A VOTER’S PERSONAL BALLOT may be returned via drop box. 1
am acting under my statutory authority to compel the observance of election laws (see R.C.
3501.05), in this case Ohio’s ban on ballot harvesting, However, I strongly encourage you to
consider codifying any additional safeguards that might be necessary due to attempts to erode the
integrity of our elections, including possibly banning drop boxes as a result of this court decision
which makes it harder to guard against ballot harvesting.

Enforcing Ohio’s Citizenship Requirement

Sccond, the Supreme Court of the United States granted last week a request by Arizona’s
Republican legislative leaders and the Republican National Committee to reinstate a law
requiring proof of citizenship to register to vote. The court’s decision limits the application of the
law only to voter registration forms prescribed by the state, but this ruling effectively gives the
Ohio General Assembly the option to adopt a similar requirement. I recommend that we do so.
As the prescriptive authority for election-related forms in Ohio, I ask that you consider codifying
a proof of citizenship requirement that can be incorporated into the state-issued voter registration
applications prescribed by my office. I also propose the addition of a clearly disclaimed warning
that states: “The Ohio Constitution prohibits a noncitizen of the United States from registering
and voting at any state or local election held in this state. It is illegal for a noncitizen to register
and vote in Ohio.” Unfortunately, the court’s order does not preclude use of a longstanding
federally-prescribed voter registration form that does not require proof of citizenship, so this
remedy is not infallible; however, any incremental step we can take in the adoption of election
integrity safeguards is a step worth taking. Upon the General Assembly’s action, I wilt
immediately require front-end citizenship verification for all state-prescribed forms, and I will
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direct all boards of elections to add additional steps to check citizenship status for registrants
using the federally-prescribed form.

My office just conducted the most comprehensive citizenship verification audit ever performed
on Ohio’s voter rolls. We have expanded our review of citizenship records provided by the Ohio
Bureau of Motor Vehicles and obtained access to the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS)
federal Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) database, which allows
government agencies to check citizenship status more effectively. We are working to implement
more extensive cross-checks of Social Security Administration records, federal jury pool data,
and citizenship records maintained by the justice system. Additionally, my office has asked the
Biden-Harris administration to grant access to the Person Centric Query System (PCQS)
database, the Person Centric Identity Services database, and the Central Index System 2, also
maintained by DHS. I am currently preparing to take legal action to compel the administration to
follow the law and make these resources available as our requests continue to go unanswered.
Our latest investigation resulted in the recent referral of 597 individuals who registered to vote in
Ohio despite not being citizens of the United States, including evidence that 138 of those
registrants also cast a ballot. Our citizenship audit is ongoing as we acquire new data. Adopting a
proof-of-citizenship requirement on the front end of the registration process would help to reduce
our current reliance on these back-end election integrity efforts.

Ensuring the Accuracy of Ohio’s Voter Rolls

Finally, I ask that the General Assembly consider codifying a new provisional voting
requirement for individuals who provide inaccurate information on a voter registration
application. The DATA Act, which became law in 2023, gave my office the authority to conduct
more extensive audits and analysis of election data. In compliance with state law, our Office of
Data Analytics and Archives has identified numerous voter registration applications containing
mismatched data, which differs from information on file with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles or
the Social Security Administration (BMV/SSA).

These mismatched voter registration applications are flagged and sent to the relevant county
board of elections, which then sends the voter a notice asking that the mismatched information
be corrected. If the voter fails to respond and engages in no voter-initiated activity for a specified
period, the registration is removed from the rolls. The problem here is what happens when a
voter with a mismatched registration record does engage in voter-initiated activity while the
record is under review. Current law requires that a voter in confirmation status be retarned to
“active” status upon engaging in a voter-initiated activity, meaning the mismatched record never
gets corrected. This leads to inaccurate data on Ohio’s voter rolls and erodes public confidence in
the integrity of our elections. Further, it complicates our statutory requirement “to ensure that the
accuracy of the statewide voter registration database is maintained on a regular basis in
accordance with applicable state and federal law” and prevents us from ensuring that individuals
who are not eligible to vote are promptly removed from the database. (See R.C. 3503.151)

As Ohio’s chief election official, I propose adding a statutory mandate that any voter whose
registration requires the reconciliation of mismatched data be required to cast a provisional
ballot. This forces the voter to cure any mismatched information before a ballot can be counted.
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To be clear, the voter registration would not be canceled but rather placed in a “provisional
confirmation” status for further action. This approach mirrors current law regarding an
unverified voter address. The board of elections sends an acknowledgment notice to new
registrants confirming the registration and assigning a voting location. If the notice is returned by
USPS as undeliverable, the board must place the registration in confirmation status, and the voter
must either correct the mismatched information on file or cast a provisional ballot and correct the
information through the cure process. The provisional confirmation status would follow a similar
process. This change is essential to maintaining the accuracy of our voter rolls and ensuring the
integrity of our elections.

Thank you for the vital role you play in ensuring that Ohio elections are secure, accurate, and
accessible. While it may be unrealistic to accomplish these reforms before the upcoming
election, they are nonetheless changes that should be considered as soon as possible. In the
meantime, as we hope for legislative action as quickly as practicable, we will work with the
boards of elections to mitigate each of these concerns to the best of our ability within the current
authorities given to us by the Revised Code and the Ohio Constitution. As always, I stand ready
to assist you in any way with enactment of these reforms. Consider my office a resource as we
continue to build on Ohio’s national reputation as “the gold standard” of election administration.

Yours in seryice,

Frank L.aRose
Ohio Secretary of State

cc: John Barron, Chief of Staff, Ohio Senate
Matt Oyster, Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio Senate
Brittney Colvin, Chief of Staff, Ohio House of Representatives
Heather Blessing, Deputy Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio House of Representatives
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Outlook

Here is a brief transcript of the Proponent Testimony given for HB 552

From Allison Crisci-Nickolai <allisonnickolai@msn.com>
Pate Thu 11/21/2024 10:10 PM

To ohiodtruth <ohiodtruth@proton.me>; Becky Bailey <beckybailey99@proton.me>; Lt Col Marcell Strbich
<mstrbic@protonmail.com>; Cleta Mitchell <cleta@cletamitchell.com>; ewattsohio@gmail.com <ewattsohio@gmail.com>;
jim@rigano.net <jim@rigano.net>

Cc  swiggam@gmail.com <swiggam@gmail.com>; Rep61 <Rep61@chiohouse.gov>; Rep77 <Rep77@ohiohouse.gov>

@ 2 attachments (49 KB}
HB 552 11-20 PROPONENT testimony notes and questions.docx; HB 552 11-20 PROPONENT testimony notes and questions.docx;

To All, A HUGE THANK YOU! Proponent testimony was well prepared and the team was ready for any questions
asked by the Committee Members.

To Scott Wiggam and Beth Lear, Thank you for proposing this important legislation contained in HB552 to strengthen
Ohio voter registration process and procedures.

| have attached a written summary of the presenters, topics presented, and the questions that came from the House
Government Oversite Committee during Proponent Testimany for your review.

Allison Nickolai
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HB 552 Testimony Notes and Questions

Proponent Testimony Speaker 1:

Marcell Strhich — An expert in System design and vulnerability/risk assessment. Introductions to what Committee will
hear about including the presenter list. Testimony included procedural reform of Voter Verification and how it impacts 4
layers of administration. Emphasized the necessary interaction of all entities in cross checking for valid registrations,
Before registration, and not after registrations enter the voter rolls, Also, Drop Box vulnerability portion of Bill,

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D) district 2 Columbus

Q; Won't this validation legislation slow down certification of elections?

A: NO. front end validation not part of vote certification. We have 50K records- not validated currently
accessing regular baliot. You will be on same playing field regarding ballots cast by each elector

Q: Has there been a Cost analysis for enacting this bill:

A: Cost needs to be done at county level adding data fields like citizenship must be done with voter file
maintenance contractor,

Q: What would this process take to be implemented (How Long)?

A: Matter of months to implement the data fields necessary. Unanswered question: Will DHS provide the
information to SoS? The answer to this Will expedite the process

Rep Richard D Brown (D) District 5: Columbus

Q: Doesn’t know why we need it: solution in search of a problem: Larose quote: “we are better
protected than any other state in the nation” so Why should we question him?

A: The NEED 1S INDISPUTABLE. Our Constitution changed in 2022, but the existing laws and procedures
have not. AZ and NH have moved forward with citizenship verification. Ohio has the opportunity to get
on board. Onceimplemented, Non-Citizens will NOT be on the voter rolfs- not like present state of voter
rolls.

Q: We Just had election in OH: Election just happened, You aren’t suggesting there was an issue with
election are you?.

A: NO: This has to do with the process and procedure and not any election outcome. Equal playing field
for all electors on the voter rolls

Q: SoS has Looked for evidence of voter fraud, dead people, etc... and in 2024 indicted only 6 people.
Why do you think this is necessary?

A: The reason we only had 137 registrations found in Annual Audit, is due to the problem with the
verification system and audit laws currently in existence. When SoS does that review they are only
looking at a very small portion of the registrations. Existing law is “Post Defacto”. This Bill proves for the
ability to Do the validation up frant and not on the back end. Once fully implemented, We won't HAVE
to do an annual audit. Fixthe issue from the front and not the back like annual audit.

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross)

Q: You believe there is a much greater NON CITIZEN issue than the 137:

A: YES but the only way to know is to implement the process. Evidence based approach not media, not
narrative

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas

Q: Has OEAQ been contacted about this bill?
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e A:No, this will take place at the county BOE once tools are accessible

e (: What are your qualifications to address this issue and this bill?

s A: Concerned citizen, son of immigrant and fully respect the right to vote: My Professional experience,
systems technology, connecting databases in career. There is a Known risk in current structure to NOT
integrate information in voter registration systems {No Blame) we haven’t completely achieved
information sharing. There should be No more dispute of what we have/don’t have RE voter
registrations. The Boards and the citizens deserve the best we can give them.

Rep James Hoopes {R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance)

s  Q: Would you be willing to go to BOE 's?

e A:Yes, but they have a system already in their law. No criteria yet to address “satisfied as to the....”
Which must be changed by law

e 1would Encourage you to go to the BOE. “Give us some feedback..”

s Q:Withall the technology, we should Deal with this dlsparlty in procedure NOW: What about Al?

. A Our systems now have to keep up With these elements

Proponent Testimony: Speaker 2

Gail Niederlehner: Billintroduces only eligible citizens vote in Ohio elections: Safe not sorry. No verification before
entry on the voter rolls. 1If there is No identity verification, voters remain on rolis 4 years even when BMV comes back as
mismatch. Other important functions, banking, financial, etc all have safeguards, why not elections and voter rolls.
With this bill, Voter with incomplete record goes into provisional status. HB 237 allows loophole for any registrations
without DL/ID. Just one instance of ineligible vote cast erodes public confidence in elections. **Follow up to Brown
from Sponsor Testimony. Boards don’t verify against BMV. They have No capability. Absentee ballots received may or
MAY NOT have been validated before their ballot is accepted.

Rep James Hoopes (R}: District 81 {Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance)

e (:Thatis a Big Statement ineligible voters on the rolls: But we have the annual non citizen are you
saying it is insufficient to identify non citizens on the rolls ?:

e A:Use of SSN4 is not adequate. Annual would not catch registrations occurring after March 2024
through close of election registration. Basically a 6-7 month period of no checks on new registrations.

Rep Richard D Brown {(D): District 5 Columbus

s Q: ERIC’s mission, was to eliminate bad voter registrations from voter rolis, ERIC uses BMV, NCOA, BVS to
provide information to member affiliates. ERIC’s mission seem to do what this bill is doing, so why did
we pull out of that agreement?

s A: This bill is attacking the voter rolls at the point of entry, It is not the same thing.

e (Q: Do you believe there is any voter fraud in 2024,

e A:We have no information to indicate any fraudulent activity because the results on the voter rolls is not
available yet

Rep. Michelle Grimm {D) District 43 Lucas

e Q: A Non citizen goes in to BMV to get an 1D (or DL), Non citizen is placed on the back, so what’s the
issue?, Also, tneligible voters put on voter rolls data of 50K. Where does that data come from?

e A: HAVVshowed 50K rejections that had been rejected when information was checked. The NON Citizen
physical indication is new and is only 1.5 years into the possible 8 year cycle for license renewal.
Currently, ineligible voters could vote a regular ballot if DL says non citizen and they presented
naturalization document that Pollworkers and BOEs have no means to validate.

e Q: Whatis HAVV and HAVA?
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e A: HAVV is a feature of HAVA (Help America Vote Act) that shares publicly available data on S5N4
searches.

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D): district 2

e (: We often look at other states to see what they are doing. What are some challenges in other states
on legislation about citizenship validation? Do you feellike this bill addresses other states issues with
litigation? .

e A: AZand NJ (NH!!) Other states efforts have not resulted in litigation, except AZ which cleared the
litigation hurdle this year. Citizenship Validation is now required in both states. We don’t expect any
challenges.

Proponent testimony: Speaker 3:

Becky Baily: 1have been involved in Voter roll examination since 2020 . Most of the Problems and errors have been
reported to SoS. There has been {mprovement resulting from our reporting through presenting this datato County BOE's.
I am convinced through my experience in working with BOE’s, Boards work hard to make it happen. Voter roll Errors
would be eliminated if DB updates were implemented. | won't discuss the 200K deceased voters, 500K voters on rolls
with registration dates preceding DOB, 250K who haven't voted in 10 year with 70K of them being in active status when
they should have been removed after 4 years- regular ballot Duplicate voters: or Voters who have moved. itis
understood that Mistakes happen in manual data entry causing DUPLICATE REGISTRATIONS that are not caught. This
can result in “2 separate people” being on the voter rolls when they are clearly the same. Voters who changed their
names are entered as 2 separate voter |D’s many times but have the Same address. There exist many Data entry errors
from interpreting information from paper forms. ORC 3503.151D requires SoS to obtain data from Databases and BOE's
with no duplicates 3503.12 states that all registrations are to be carefully checked and additional (duplicate) registration
shall be removed. NO TOOLS exist for the BOE’s to resolve these, yet directive 2024.25 mandated that all outstanding
duplicates were to be resolved by 10/22/24. Zero percent was the goal, but there were 18K duplicates in 11/9/2024.
1828 dups alone in the Merrin race today.

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas

e {(; Soare you saying people are voting twice?

s A Yes it happens, when they are found, they are referred to county prosecutors.

e Q: Name changes: Doesn’t the BOE have mechanisms to check?, | trust the board, what do you thinkis
the best solution?

¢ A:Weneed a better DB platform, and better validation of all registrations,

Proponent testimony Speaker 4:

Myra Keller:  Her mother and father had voter registrations updated due to relocation in April with Mom In a separate
Nursing Home situation on the same grounds as Dad. Instructions were specifically given to all nursing home staff
regarding Mam voting in the 2024 election: The family would request and facilitate BOTH PARENTS absentee ballots.
Those requests were NOT honored and the absentee ballot requested by the family was never delivered to Mom.
Further investigation revealed that Mom’s registration address was altered, and a second absentee ballot request for
mom was processed by the nursing home to the BOE. Somehow, that ballot application submitted by the nursing home
was returned and honored when the request by the family was not. Signatures on ballot request form did not match,
and Mom “voted” (had a ballot cast in her name) without family assistance, or allowing use of her device she uses to
“see” printed language. There has been no acknowledgement by ANY party involved to clarify what happened, and her
provisional ballot was rejected as the “system” indicated a vote had already been accepted and tabulated in her name.

Chair Bob Peterson (R} District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross)

1 don’t think many of us would be as calm over this situation if it had happened to us. Thank you for your testimony.
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HB 552 Testimony Notes and Questions

Proponent Testimony Speaker 1:

Marcell Strbich — An expert in System design and vuinerability/risk assessment. introductions to what Committee will
hear about including the presenter list. Testimony included procedural reform of Voter Verification and how it impacts 4
layers of administration. Emphasized the necessary interaction of all entities in cross checking for valid registrations,
Before registration, and not after registrations enter the voter rolls, Also, Drop Box vulnerability portion of Bil,

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D) district 2 Columbus

Q; Won't this validation legislation slow down certification of elections?

A: NO. front end validation not part of vote certification. We have 50K records- not validated currently
accessing regular ballot. You will be on same playing field regarding ballots cast by each elector

Q: Has there been a Cost analysis for enacting this bill:

A: Cost needs to be done at county level adding data fields like citizenship must be done with voter file
maintenance contractor.

Q: What would this process take to be implemented (How Long)?

A: Matter of months to implement the data fields necessary. Unanswered question: Will DHS provide the
information to SoS? The answer to this Will expedite the process

Rep Richard D Brown (D) District 5: Columbus

Q: Doesn’t know why we need it: solution in search of a problem: Larose quote: “we are better
protected than any other state in the nation” so Why should we question him?

A: The NEED IS INDISPUTABLE. Our Constitution changed in 2022, but the existing laws and procedures
have not. AZ and NH have moved forward with citizenship verification. Ohio has the opportunity to get
on board. Once implemented, Non-Citizens will NOT be on the voter rolls- not like present state of voter
rolls.

Q: We just had election in OH: Election just happened, You aren’t suggesting there was an issue with
election are you?.

A: NO: This has to do with the process and procedure and not any election outcome. Equal playing field
for all electors on the voter rolls

Q: SoS has Looked for evidence of voter fraud, dead people, etc... and in 2024 indicted only 6 people.
Why do you think this is necessary?

A: The reason we only had 137 registrations found in Annual Audit, is due to the problem with the
verification system and audit laws currently in existence. When SoS does that review they are only
looking at a very small portion of the registrations. Existing law is “Post Defacto”. This Bill proves for the
ability to Do the validation up front and not on the back end. Once fully implemented, We won’t HAVE
to do an annual audit. Fixthe issue from the front and not the back like annual audit.

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross)

Q: You believe there Is a much greater NON CITIZEN issue than the 137:
A: YES but the only way to know is to implement the process. Evidence based approach not media, not
narrative

Rep. Michelle Grimm {D) District 43 Lucas

Q: Has OEAO been contacted about this bill?
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e A: No, this will take place at the county BOE once tools are accessible

¢ Q: What are your qualifications to address this issue and this bill?

e A: Concerned citizen, son of immigrant and fully respect the right to vote: My Professional experience,
systems technology, connecting databases in career. There is a Known risk in current structure to NOT
integrate information in voter registration systems (No Blame) we haven’t completely achieved
information sharing. There should be No more dispute of what we have/don’t have RE voter
registrations. The Boards and the citizens deserve the best we can give them.

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance)

s Q:Would you be willing to go to BOE ‘s?
s A:Yes, but they have a system already in their law. No criteria yet to address “satisfied as to the...”
Which must be changed by law

« | wouid Encourage you to go to the BOE. “Give us some feedback..”
¢ Q:Withall the technology, we should Deal with this disparity in procedure NOW: What about Al?
*  A:Qursystems now have to keep up with these elements,

Proponent Testimony: Speaker 2

Gail Niederlehner: Bill introduces only eligible citizens vote in Ohio elections: Safe not sorry. No verification before
entry on the voter rolls. If there is No identity verification, voters remain on rolls 4 years even when BMV comes back as
mismatch. Other important functions, banking, financial, etc all have safeguards, why not elections and voter rolls.
With this bill, Voter with incomplete record goes into provisional status. HB 237 allows loophole for any registrations
without DL/ID. Just one instance of ineligible vote cast erodes public confidence in elections. **Follow up to Brown
from Sponsor Testimony. Boards don’t verify against BMV. They have No capability. Absentee ballots received may or
MAY NOT have been validated before their ballot is accepted.

Rep James Hoopes {R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance}

e Q:Thatis a Big Statement ineligible voters on the rolls: But we have the annual non citizen are you
saying it is insufficient to identify non citizens on the rolls?:

e A:Use of SSN4 is not adequate. Annual would not catch registrations occurring after March 2024
through close of election registration. Basically a 6-7 month period of no checks on new registrations.

Rep Richard D Brown {D): District 5 Columbus

e Q: ERIC’s mission, was to eliminate bad voter registrations fram voter rolls, ERIC uses BMV, NCOA, BVS to
provide information to member affiliates. ERIC’s mission seem to do what this billis doing, so why did
we pull out of that agreement?

e A: This bill is attacking the voter rolis at the point of entry, It is not the same thing.

e (Q: Do you believe there is any voter fraud in 2024.

e A:We have no information to indicate any fraudulent activity because the results on the voter rolls is not
available yet

Rep. Michelie Grimm {D) District 43 Lucas

e Q: A Non citizen goes in to BMV to get an [D (or DL}, Non citizen is placed on the back, so what’s the
issue?. Also, Ineligible voters put on voter rolls data of 50K. Where does that data come from?

e A: HAVV showed 50K rejections that had been rejected when information was checked. The NON Citizen
physical indication is new and is only 1.5 years into the possible 8 year cycle for license renewal.
Currently, ineligible voters could vote a regular ballot if DL says non citizen and they presented
naturalization document that Pollworkers and BOEs have no means to validate.

e (O Whatis HAVV and HAVA?
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e A: HAVV is a feature of HAVA (Help America Vote Act) that shares publicly available data on SSN4
searches.

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D): district 2

e Q: We often look at other states to see what they are doing. What are some challenges in other states
on legistation about citizenship validation? Do you feel like this bill addresses other states issues with
litigation? .

e A: AZand NJ (NH!!) Other states efforts have not resulted in litigation, except AZ which cleared the
litigation hurdle this year. Citizenship Validation is now required in both states. We don’t expect any
challenges.

Proponent testimony: Speaker 3:

Becky Baily: | have been involved in Voter roll examination since 2020 . Most of the Problems and errors have been
reported to 50S. There has been improvement resulting from our reporting through presenting this data to County BOE's.
| am convinced through my experience in working with BOE’s, Boards work hard to make it happen. Voter roll Errors
would be eliminated if DB updates were implemented. | won’t discuss the 200K deceased voters, 500K voters on rolis
with registration dates preceding DOB, 250K who haven't voted in 10 year with 70K of them being in active status when
they should have been removed after 4 years- regular ballot Duplicate voters: or Voters who have moved. Itis
understood that Mistakes happen In manual data entry causing DUPLICATE REGISTRATIONS that are not caught. This
can result in “2 separate peaple” being on the voter rolls when they are clearly the same. Voters who changed their
names are entered as 2 separate voter ID’s many times but have the Same address. There exist many Data entry errors
from interpreting information from paper forms. ORC 3503.151D requires 50S to obtain data from Databases and BOE's
with no duplicates 3503.12 states that all registrations are to be carefully checked and additional (duplicate) registration
shall be removed. NO TOOLS exist for the BOFE’s to resolve these, yet directive 2024.25 mandated that all outstanding
duplicates were to be resolved by 10/22/24. Zero percent was the goal, but there were 18K duplicates in 11/9/2024.
1828 dups alone in the Merrin race today.

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas

¢ (O Soare you saying people are voting twice?

e A: Yes it happens, when they are found, they are referred to county prosecutors.

s (: Name changes: Doesn’t the BOE have mechanisms to check?, | trust the board, what do you think is
the best solution?

s A:Weneed a better DB platform, and better validation of all registrations,

Proponent testimony Speaker 4:

Myra Keller: Her mother and father had voter registrations updated due to relocation in April with Mom In a separate
Nursing Home situation on the same grounds as Dad. Instructions were specifically given to all nursing home staff
regarding Mom voting in the 2024 election: The family would request and facilitate BOTH PARENTS absentee ballots.
Those requests were NOT honored and the absentee ballot requested by the family was never delivered to Mom.
Further investigation revealed that Mom’s registration address was altered, and a second absentee ballot request for
mom was processed by the nursing home to the BOE. Somehow, that ballot application submitted by the nursing home
was returned and honored when the request by the family was not. Signatures on ballot request form did not match,
and Mom “voted” {had a ballot cast in her name} without family assistance, or allowing use of her device she uses to
“see” printed Janguage. There has been no acknowledgement by ANY party involved to clarify what happened, and her
provisional ballot was rejected as the “system” indicated a vote had already been accepted and tabulated in her name.

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross)

| don’t think many of us would be as calm over this situation if it had happened to us. Thank you for your testimony.
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Jacob Flowers

T R L

From: mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, November 21, 2024 400 PM

To: Rep81; Rep48; Rep30; Repd0; Rep4l; Rep8Y; Rep10

Cc Rep97; frank@chiosos.gov; Rep61; Rep77

Subject: H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship)

Attachments: BOE assn member HB 472 Letter.docx; BOE assn member HB 472 Opposition Letter
.docx

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members,

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with County BOEs/OAEO o
win their support. | think it's important the House Government Oversight Commitiee members understand the
outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEO in good faith. OAEO Executive Director's Aaron Ockerman's
standing position is best evidenced below in a letter he wrote to BOE members in June 2024.

In the letter, OAEOQ is "happy to report” that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no acfion” and is NOT
interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of review. In fact, OAEO Director,
proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring to lameduck as "tumultuous” and "a time and we need fo
do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening."

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEQO Director came just 5 days after constituent-proponents
for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common ground and work through differences. After
reading this update from OAEO Director to the BOE members who wrote letters of opposition for H.B.
472/58.B.274, do you still think they are a good faith actor who really wants to see transparency, oversight
and greater accountability for citizenship verification?

| would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with opposition hearings.
Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a constitutional proof of citizenship amendment
opposed to documenting citizenship verification activity and against public transparency reporting requirements via
SoS.

Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is a top imperative
for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. | know because | actively work with and communicate with
Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of H.B. 552. The important work that your committee does
and its efforts to move this legislation are being closely followed by the new administration.

Thank you,

Marceli Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (ret)
Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act
937-607-4237

From:; "Aaron Ockerman" <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com>

To: "oaeo-members@googlegroups.com” <caeg-members@googlegroups.com=>
Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12.29 PM

Subject: HB 472 updates

Dear OAEQ members:

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November election. Barring
some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legislative activity before the election.

1
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| am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before summer

recess. Having spoken to many of you at conference, | know you are busy at work educating your local reps
and senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns, and offering to be a resource for positive
changes to Ohio’s elections laws. It is important that this work continue over the summer as “lame duck” will
be a tumultuous time and we need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening.

To that end | have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's to their legislators. They strike
a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and educational. | trust they will be helpful to

you.

It was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you alll

Aaron
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From: Jim Ehrman

864 Leonard Street
Fostoria, OH 44830
jamescehrman@gmail.com

06/28/2024

To: The Honorable Bill Reineke
Senate Building

1 Capitol Square

2" Floor

221

Columbus, Chio 43215

Dear Senator Reineke,

My name is Jim Ehrman and | reside at 864 Leonard Street, Fostoria, Ohio.l am currently the Deputy
Director for the Seneca County Board of Elections. | also continue to serve on the Seneca County
Republican Central Committee. In the past | have served as Director for the Board of Elections and
have been the Chio Secretary of State, Republican Election Official of the Year. Also, in the past |
have served at various times as Chairman, Secretary, First Vice Chairman and Second Vice
Chairman for the Seneca County Republican Central Committee.

| am writing toyou today afterreading HB 472/SB 274. | have found several areas of concern and am
asking you to oppose this bill. It is my understanding that this bill was introduced as a bill “to
enhance election security”. However, upon reading the bill, | have developed grave concerns that
this bill wilt reduce both accuracy and security in Ohio’s elections.

Our system of requiring bipartisan teams to work from beginning to end throughout the election
process; from overseeing the programming of our election machines; to publicly testing each voting
machine’s logic and accuracy to ensure that each voting machine is working, marking and
tabulating ballots cotrectly before each election; to accurately processing absentee and day of
election ballots and then tabulating the initial results on election night; to subsequently
researching and comparing Provisional Ballots to both the election day and absentee batlot check
ins in the immediate days after an election, working to ensure no one attempts to double vote; to
completing an accurate final count and finally to the partialhand count audit verifyingthe accuracy
of all that has transpired, all on a tight schedule after elections ensures that Ohio’s elections are
secure, accurate, well audited, and reportedin a timely way. All of this has moved Chio elections to
the forefront of the election process, being held up as the “gold standard” for other States to
emulate. | have serious concerns that much of this will be altered to less secure, less timely and
tesswell-regarded methods should this bill be enacted. It is for these reasons that | oppose this bill
in its entirety. It is my belief that many of the provisions of the bill will unravel well over 20 years’
worth of efforts by various Ohio Secretaries of State and members of the Ohio legislature from both
parties that have overtime drastically and demonstrably improved Ohio’s election law. Moreover, |
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suspect this bill would create problems in Ohio that currently plague other States and would then
draw national attention to Ohio for suddenly having issues that until now, were not a problem.

While not all inclusive, over the following paragraphs | will attempt to highlight what | believe are
some of the most dangerous pieces found in this legislation:

Firstly, | am concerned that as written, this bill encourages counties to shift to the hand counting
of ballots as opposed to the current electronic tabulation (Seneca County first shifted to electronic
tabulation around 1977 to enhance both speed and accuracy.). Various studies across the U.S. and
Globally since the late 1860s have shown hand counting of ballots during an election to be
significantly less accurate and much slower thanthe digital tabulation of votes. Additionally, per the
Ohio Legislative Service Commission’s Legislate Budget Office, this would likely increase the cost
of elections in each County by up to $4.50 per vote. A cost that would have to be paid for out of
County budgets.

Seneca County is a smaller county in Ohio and for Seneca County alone, this would have increased
costs for the 2024 Primary election by up to $37,984.00. Moreover, if this would have been in place
at the 2020 general election it would have cost Seneca County an additional $117,306.00 for that
one November election alone. This additional ongoing cost would be a burden to the County and
would likely be prohibitive in larger Counties. Furthermore, hand counts are slow. They require
significant manpower to be done in a bipartisan manner and will take significant time, thus ending
the ability of Boards of Election to timely report the accurate results of an election by noon the day
following an election. It would likely take days, if not weeks, after an election for Statewide or
Federal office results to be reported and longer still for a final count and subsequent audit for
accuracy.

My next concern with this bilt is a requirement that ALL voting equipment must adhere to VVSG
2.0. This is a federal list of voluntary guidelines that no election vendor currently meets. Mandating
these guidelines would decertify all voting equipment in Ohio and leave us with no viable
alternative before the Presidential Election this November. Furthey, IF somehow a vendor were able
to meet all the specifications it would likely cost well over $114.5 million across the State to
implementthese machines. (This number is based on the cost of a similar program where the State
provided funding for under SB 135 of the 132" General Assembly, per the Legislative Budget Office)
Given that this is now the 135" General Assembly, and inflation has been rampant these last few
years, | expect there will be a significantly higher cost for the new technology, should the bill pass.
That is IF this can be developed, certified, and released in a timely way by vendors, in time for
acquisition and subsequent training of Ohio SOS staff, Boards of Elections and Staff and then poll
workers, immediatelybefore a Presidential election. itis important to once again note here, Chio is
currently the “gold standard” for elections in the United States and abroad. There are currentty no
other Statesinthe Country that require this level of certification for election equipment, thus there
is no real market for the election vendors to develop towards regarding this goat, at least not yet.
Moreover, our elections are currently securely conducted by bipartisan teams in all 88 Ohio
Counties. After many audits and investigations Ohio’s elections are secure and accurate with no
widespread fraud or inaccuracies found.
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My next major concerns regarding this bill have to do with ahsentee voting. First and foremost, |
am concerned with the absentee hallot 1D requirements, Requiring voters who cast an absentee
ballot by mailtoinclude photocopies of theiridentification places an undue burden on this group of
voters. Undoubtably, there are many voters who do not possess the equipment or capability to
meet the requirement. This would specifically apply to older or home bound Ohioans who may find
this very difficult to comply with. Further, we already have significant portions of the voter’'s
personal information at the Board of Elections, including their name, address, date of birth and
either or both the last 4 digits of their social security number and/or their State of Ohio Driver’s
License or State ID number as well as their signature. When an application 1o absentee vote is
received at a Board of Elections office, the information on that application is compared to the
information we have. Further, when a voted absentee ballot is received in its identification
envelope, we compare the information on that envelope to both what is in our system and what is
on the application for an absentee ballot. This is already a very secure way of handling absentee
ballots. Adding a copy of a photo ID to the envelope would both likely be burdensome and would
potentially allow a vector for the unscrupulous to intercept those envelopes to seize the
information on that photocopy for identity theft purposes as it works its way through the postal
system.

I am also very concerned with the bill’s requirement of not opening absentee ballots until after the
close of the election day polls. This is something we have already dealt with inthe past and a
requirement we altered for good reason. Currently, the Boards of Election are allowed to open the
absentee envelopes and further to begin the process of preparing those absentee ballots for
tabulation prior to the end of the election day. To be clear, these ballots cannot be tabulated untit
after the election ends at 7:30 p.m. Having those potentially thousands of ballots ready for
tabulation allows for both accurate and quicker processing allowing for timely election results.
Shifting back to not opening these until after election day ends will cause a significant delay in
reporting election night results forcing Boards of Election to be unable to comply with current
requirements of reporting no later than noon the day after the election.

Additionally, our system currently looks at the Election Day and Absentee reports by the next day
and then allowsthe Boards of Elections to begin researching each Provisianal baltlot one at a time,
looking at the Absentee and Election Day lists and comparing those Provisional ballot envelopes
allowing Boards to check and ensure no one attempts to vote an absentee or regular batlot and
then also vote a Provisional ballot. Current systems are set up to ensure this system works well,
accurately, and quickly allowing all 88 Boards of Elections to communicate with one another &
ensuring that Provisional ballots are correctly cast and countable. The changes that would be
necessary with the passage of this bill are simply not currently set up in any Board of Elections
systems. The current systems lack the ability to intake, file and review Provisional ballots first. It
would be difficult to compare Provisional ballots against regularly cast Absentee and Election Day
ballots, as the system needsthe absentee and day of electionrecorded voters first. This would be a
radical overhaul of systems and software which would again likely be extremely expensive to
implement, especially in a timely way. This dramatic change will likely cause immediate
inaccuracies compared to continuing to use proven systems, order and technology to research
Provisional voters after the Absentee and Election Day votes.
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Finally, | am very concerned about the changes in voter registration requirements. Requiring
Boards of Elections to obtain, catalog and store driver’s license photos for all the voters in their
databases borders on an impossible task to complete. Current voter registration systems do not
allow for this or have a potential space where this might be stored within the systems. This woutd
create an unnecessary hardship for the Boards of Elections and for the vendors we rely on. Shoutd
this happen, it will certainly get done with an unknown financial cost to our vendors, which will
certainly be passed on to each Board of Elections and thus to the County Commissioners far
further required and necessary budget increases. Additionally, allowing “commercial services” to
auditthe State’s voter registration database, creates an attack vector for malicious actors seeking
to stealidentities andleaves our systemsless secure. This informationis currently audited annually
ky the Ohio SOS, working with the Boards of Elections to make any changes or corrections. Adding
an outside service to again audit this will be costly and will reduce, not enhance database security.

| want to take a momentto thank youfor reading over my concerns. [ appreciate that in a busy work
week you have taken these few moments and | hope that you will consider opposing this bill and
letting the sponsors and your leadership team know about your concerns. If you need additional
information, please don’t hesitate to call or text me and | would be happy to sit down and discuss
this further. Additionally, if you need more information while you are in Columbus, please reach out
to Aaron Ockerman at the Ohio Association of Elections officials. It is likely that he is better able to
articulate these concerns and may also have a better way of placing these concernsin a bullet
point document for members of the General Assembly, if necessary.

Best Regards,

Jim Ehrman, MOIL, OREQ, Godan, LUTCF
Deputy Director, Seneca County Board of Elections
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Ohio elections have been proven time and time again to be secure and accurate. Some of the
current security standards, implemented by the Ohio Secretary of State, in conjunction with the
Department of Homeland Security have set standards that other states are envious of. Per Ohio
law, the structure of Ohio’s election boards sets bipartisan requirements that are fair, honest
and administered without a political hat. All the standards and practices of the county boards
of elections, as well as the Secretary of State are a testament to the high security standards in
Ohio. With post-election audit results holding at 99.9% — 99.98%, it is obvious that Ohio is
doing something right. While we can appreciate efforts to make elections even more secure,
some efforts contained in HB 472 / SB 274 may be very costly to county boards, burdensome to
voters, troublesome for election workers, create additional security concerns, delay the process

of counting ballots, create inaccurate results, and disenfranchise many voters.

The proposed requirement for absentee voters to provide a copy of their identification for
registering to vote or to request an absentee ballot is burdensome and disenfranchising to
voters, especially our elderly voters. it would be difficult for this population to make a copy of
their identification. It would also be challenging for folks who do not have access to a copier.
The 1aws in HB 458 have already shortened the time frame for voters to request and return
ballots and this will only disenfranchise more people. On the administrative side of this hill,
requiring a copy of a voter’s identification with their absentee applications will cause numerous
delays and issues for our staff to obtain information from voters who may have not included a
copy of their identification. This would mean numerous phone calls, explaining to voters what it
is they are required to provide, explaining to voters how to obtain a copy (not especially easy
with the elderly), and providing additional instructions/deadlines to voters. Not only would
voters become frustrated and not vote, but the public backlash for these types of regulations
makes our jobs as election officials even harder.

The security issues raised regarding cataloging every voter identification is impossible. The
amount of storage to house records of this magnitude would be unattainable and the costs
would obviously be the county’s responsibility. For example, Sandusky County’s board office is
so small that we have had to use alternative methods for creating a space for voters during the
eatly voting period. Also, it would not be secure to house these records off-site. Qur voter
registration systems do not have the capability to retain these records and the cost to pay the
vendors to re-write and develop programs to do such things would be very costly. This is not
only unfair to Ohio county boards to require such an expense, but ultimately, taxpayers would
be footing the bill. As a taxpaying citizen, ! find that to be somewhat of a double whammy. Not
only are you requiring voters to obtain copies (gas, costs of copies, inconvenience, etc.}, but this
would also hit their pocketbooks on the backside in paying for the storage of these massive
records and/or the reprogramming of the voter registration systems.
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Ohio currently allows boards to begin opening and scanning the absentee baliots prior to
Election Day. This provides an opportunity for boards to ensure that all the ballots being
returned are properly accounted for and gives boards a little bit of a head start when doing the
final tabulations. In turn, this helps to provide fast, accurate election results. The time it would
take to process returned ballots would be drawn out for many days (if not weeks), especially
during a Presidential Election. This will not only greatly increase the time period for election
results but could also cause issues with processing. By the end of the 30 day early voting
period, election officials are exhausted {mentally and physically) and adding more layersto a
very detailed and complex process will only lead to more errors and slower reporting.

Just the words ‘hand counting ballots’ make most of my staff want to quit. Again, the level of
exhaustion at the end of the 30 day early voting period is already a lot. When early voting ends,
we gear up for what will be at least a 16 hour Election Day, election night reporting, provisional
ballot reviews, extra board meetings, absentee ballots that are still being returned, etc., so the
thought of counting anything by hand in that frame of mind is impossible. This would be filled
with errors and very time-consuming. Imagine working long hours in a very stressful
environment, for about 20 days straight without a day off, then pull off a perfect Election Day
only to be required to plug along for as many more days/weeks it would take to obtain accurate
hand counts. As most people will tell you, their focus and ability to function at such a pace
would be lost. How costly would this be? It would require a very large network of teams (which
means hiring more staff), it would require a different site for this process to take place (security
issues and costs would be significant). How accurate would we expect the results to be? How
many days or weeks before results could be available? Sandusky County trusts that the
accuracy and logistics testing done on all voting equipment is proof that the machines work. It
proves that the machines can count the ballots faster and are spot-on with accuracy. We trust
that the post-election audits speak for themselves and should be used as a tool for educating
vaters who distrust the voting process. Election deniers are already provided an opportunity to
ohserve the audit process, though few ever take the time to actually observe and those same
folks are always encouraged to be a precinct election official. Perhaps, it would be mare of an
educational opportunity for those folks to actually observe the processes and to take part in
working on Election Day, versus creating more hurdles, increasing the costs of elections, puiting
undue requirements on voters and election officials.

We appreciate your time and consideration for the issues brought forth. We ask that you
contact your county board of elections to sign up to work as a precinct election official, and
encourage all elected officials, election deniers and anyone who is curious about the processes
to take part in our democracy. It is truly a remarkable process by which Ohio has set the gold
standard and that other states can only attempt to reproduce. We would also request that

HB 472 / SB 274 be held from any further advancement until our Representatives and Senators
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have a chance obtain more feedback from voters and efection officials. As someone who has
been in the field for over 15 years, | believe this is the very minimum of what can be done to
establish more trust and transparency in Ohio elections. Voting can be a very confusing and
difficult process far some people to navigate and changing the laws every couple of years, oniy
provides more hurdles for our voters. Again, we appreciate your time and attention to this very
important matter.
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Jacob Flowers

From: Mark Pukita <mark@mark4dohio.com>

Sent: Friday, November 22, 2024 6:52 AM

To: - Rep30; mstrbic; Rep48; Repd; Rep10; Rep89; Rep90; Rep81

Cc: Rep77; Rep91; frank@ohiosos.gov; Rep6

Subject: Re: H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship)

Thanks, Marcell.

It looks to me like taxpayers (who pay the dues for OAEQ for their BOE's members) are paying for an organization to
lobby AGAINST strengthening Ohic's election system. I'd like a show of hands of those copied on this message of those
who agree with me, If you don't, please explain why you disagree.

| plan to go extremely public with this. It's absolutely unacceptable. FIl be naming names & spotlighting where everyone
stands on this insane situation. Ohio’s BOESs need to terminate their relationship with either OAEOQ or terminate O

On November 21, 2024 at 3:59:59 PM, mstrbic {mstrbic@protonmail.com} wrote:

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members,

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-propenents to engage with County
BOEs/OAEQ to win their support. | think it's important the House Government Oversight Committee
members understand the outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEO in good faith. OAEO
Executive Director's Aaron Ockerman's standing position is best evidenced below in a letter he wrote
to BOE members in Junhe 2024.

. Inthe letter, OAEQ is "happy to report” that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no action” and
is NOT interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of review. in
fact, CAEOQ Director, proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring fo lameduck as
"tumultuous” and "a time and we need to do the hard work now tc avoid anything bad
happening."

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEQ Director came just 5 days after
constituent-proponents for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common
ground and work through differences. After reading this update from OAEOQ Director to the BOE
members who wrote letters of opposition for H.B. 472/S.B.274, do you still think they are a
good faith actor who really wants to see transparency, oversight and greater accountability
for citizenship verification?

I would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with
opposition hearings. Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a constitutional
proof of citizenship amendment opposed to documenting citizenship verification activity and against
public transparency reporting requirements via SoS.

Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is a
top imperative for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. | know because | actively work
with and communicate with Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of H.8. 552.
The important work that your committee does and its efforts to move this legislation are being closely
followed by the new administration.

Thank you,
Marcell Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (ret)
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Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act
937-607-4237

From: "Aaron Ockerman" <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com>

To: "oaeo-members@googlegroups.com’” <oaeo-members@googlegroups.com=>
Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12:29 PM

Subject: HB 472 updates

Dear OAEO members:

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November
election. Barring some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legislative activity before the
election,

| am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before summer
recess. Having spoken to many of you at conference, | know you are busy at work educating
your local reps and senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns, and offering to
be a resource for positive changes to Ohio’s elections laws. It is important that this work
continue over the summer as “lame duck” will be a tumultuous time and we need to do the hard
work now to avoid anything bad happening.

To that end | have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's to their
legislators. They strike a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and
educational. | trust they will be helpful to you.

It was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you alll

Aaron
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Jacob Flowers
W

From: Mark Pukita <mark@mark4ohio.com>

Sent: Friday, November 22, 2024 6:58 AM

To: Rep30; mstrbic; Rep48; Rep49; Rep10; Rep89; Rep90; Rep81

Cc: Rep77; Repd1; frank@ohiosos.gov; Repb1

Subject: Re: H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship)

Thanks, Marcell.

it looks to me like taxpayers (who pay the dues for OAEQ for their BOE's members) are paying for an organization to
lobby AGAINST strengthening Chio's election system. I'd like a show of hands of those copied on this message of those
who agree with me. If you don't, please explain why you disagree.

| plan to go extremely public with this. It's absolutely unacceptable. I'll be naming names & spotlighting where everyone
stands on this insane situation. Ohio’s BOEs need to terminate their relationship with either OAEO or terminate
Ockerman’s position with the organization. And, taxpayers need to be aware they're paying for this apparent insanity.

Regards,
Mark Pukita

Mark Pukita » 514-499-0599 (c) « mark@mark4ohio.com
4240 Hobbs Landing Drive West, Dublin, OH 43017

On November 21, 2024 at 3:59:59 PM, mstrbic {mstrbic@protonmail.com) wrote:

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members,

At proponent tesfimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with County
BOEs/OCAEOQ to win their support. | think it's important the House Government Oversight Commitiee
members understand the outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEQ in good faith, OAEO
Executive Director's Aaron Ockerman's standing position is best evidenced below in a letter he wrote
to BOE members in June 2024.

in the letter, OAEQ is "happy to report” that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no action" and
is NOT interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of review. In
fact, OAEO Director, proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring to lameduck as
"tumultuous” and "a fime and we need fo do the hard work now to avoid anything bad
happening."

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEOQ Director came just 5 days after
constituent-proponents for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find commeon
ground and work through differences. After reading this update from OAEQ Director to the BOE
members who wrote letters of opposition for H.B. 472/S.B.274, do you still think they are a
good faith actor who really wants to see transparency, oversight and greater accountability
for citizenship verification?

| would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with

opposition hearings. Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a constitutional

proof of citizenship amendment opposed to documenting citizenship verification activity and against
_ public transparency reporting requirements via SoS.
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Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is a
top imperative for Chioans and the incoming Trump administration. | know because | actively work
with and communicate with Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of H.B. §52.
The important work that your committee does and its efforts to move this legislation are being closely
followed by the new administration.

Thank you,

Marceli Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (ret)
Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act
937-607-4237 '

From: "Aaron Ockerman" <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com>

To: "oaeo-members@googlegroups.com” <caeo-members@googlegroups.com>
Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12:29 PM :

Subject: HB 472 updates

Dear OAEO members:

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November
election. Barring some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legislative activity before the
election.

| am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before summer
recess. Having spoken to many of you at conference, | know you are busy at work educating
your local reps and senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns, and offering to
be a resource for positive changes to Ohio’s elections laws. It is important that this work
continue over the summer as “lame duck” will be a tumultuous time and we need to do the hard
work now to avoid anything bad happening.

To that end | have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's to their
legislators. They strike a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and
educational. | trust they will be heipful to you.

it was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you alll

Aaron
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