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Thursday, April  17, 2025 at 15:25:02 Eastern Daylight TimeThursday, April  17, 2025 at 15:25:02 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject:Subject: Response to 2024-12-13 American Oversight to Multiple PRR (HB 552)
Date:Date: Monday, April 14, 2025 at 3:31:33 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From:From: McGuire, Mike
To:To: AO Records, Ben Sparks
CC:CC: Blessing, Heather, Lenzo, Mike, Dollenmayer, Ian, Austin, Bryanna
Attachments:Attachments: image001.png, Rep61.pdf, Rep. Lear.pdf, Rep77 Records.pdf

EXTERNAL SENDER

Mr. Sparks:

This email response to your public records requests to Representa6ves Sco9 Wiggam and Beth Lear,

received December 13, 2024, in which you requested the following:

1. “All email communica6ons (including emails, email a9achments, complete email chains,

calendar invita6ons, and calendar invita6on a9achments)”

a. Between:

i. Representa6ve Sco9 Wiggam or his Legisla6ve Aide, Jacob Flowers; or

ii. Representa6ve Beth Lear or her Legisla6ve Aide Lydia Hocevar;

And “any of the external individuals listed below (including anyone communica6ng

from the listed email addresses).”

i. Frank LaRose;

ii. Jason Mauk (jmauk@ohiosos.gov);

iii. Chris Burne9 (cburne9@ohiosos.gov);

iv. Kimberly Burns (kburns@ohiosos.gov);

v. Hun Yi (hyi@ohiosos.gov);

vi. Brian Katz (bkatz@ohiosos.gov);

vii. Allison Nickolai (allisonnickolai@msn.com);

viii. Timothy Murnane;

ix. Cleta Mitchell (cleta@cletamitchell.com);

x. Eileen Wa9s (ewa9sohio@gmail.com, ewa9s@columbus.rr.com);

xi. Gail Niederlehner (ohio4truth@proton.me);

xii. Gina Swoboda (ginaswoboda@hotmail.com, ginaswo@asu.edu,

gs@voterreferencefounda6on.com, gswoboda@azleg.gov);

xiii. Jim Rigano (jim@rigano.net, ohiovotescount@protonmail.com);

xiv. Marcell Strbich (mstrbic@protonmail.com);

xv. Mark Pukita

xvi. Robert Alt;

xvii. Thomas Hach;

xviii. Tim Stechschulte;
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xix. Tom Howard;

xx. Tom Zawistowski;

xxi. Vicki McKinney (newalbanybakingcoc@gmail.com);

xxii. Sandie Zimmerman;

xxiii. Sue Mazzarini (scmazzarini@yahoo.com)

 

b. “Containing any of the key terms listed below:”

 

i. “HB 552”

ii. “non-ci6zen”

iii. Ci6zenship

iv. HB552

v. Nonci6zen

 

c. During the period from October 1, 2024, to December 13, 2024 (the date your request

was received).

 
House member offices do not organize records by key word. However, because you provided sufficient

specificity about the legisla6ve records being requested, we were able to perform a search for records

related to House Bill 552.  Consequently, any records concerning HB 552 that contained the terms you

iden6fied (i.e., “non-ci6zen”, “Ci6zenship”, or “non-ci6zen”) would be by opera6on included in the

responsive records we compiled and are providing to you.

 

Please note that Lydia Hocevar’s employment with the Ohio House ended August 5, 2024, which

occurred before the date scope you provided. However, in the interest of transparency, we asked

Representa6ve Lear’s new legisla6ve aide, McKenna Cline, whose employment with the Ohio House

began on September 16, 2024, to perform a search for any responsive records.

 

A9ached are all responsive records from Representa6ve Lear’s office and Representa6ve Wiggam’s

office.

 

With this email, we conclude our response and close our file on your request. 

 

Thank you,

 

Mike McGuire

 
Mike McGuire
Sr. Deputy Legal Counsel, Majority Caucus
Ohio House of Representatives
77 S. High Street, 14th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Office: (614) 466-8118 / Cell: (330) 814-2780

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed
and it may contain information that is privileged, confidential, attorney work product and/or exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient (or the employee or agent responsible to

------ ---- --- -
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deliver it to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this e-
mail is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail.
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Eileen> 

Wed, Dec 4 at 3:10 PM 

Any movementon HB 
552? 

Most likely not going 
to be a vote on it? 

Read 12/4/24 

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000001



r§I Outlook 

Election Legislation Comparison - Proof of Citizenship 

From mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com> 

Date Mon 11/18/2024 3:04 PM 

To frank@ohiosos.gov <frank@ohiosos.gov> 

Cc State Senator Andrew Brenner <Brenner@ohiosenate.gov>; State Senator Theresa Gavarone 
<Gavarone@ohiosenate.gov>; Peterson, Bob <Bob.Peterson@ohiohouse.gov>; Eileen Watts 
<ewatts@columbus.rr.com>; Rep61 <Rep61@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep77 <Rep77@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep91 
<Rep91@ohiohouse.gov> 

® 3 attachments (850 KB) 

Comparison HB 552 Sub and SB 324.pdt, WA 5.pdt, OH SoS Memo to the Legislature_Response to Open Letter.pd!; 

Secretary LaRose, 

As mentioned, please see the 1-page chart detailing distinctions between H.B. 552 Sub Bill and S.B. 324 
driven by your "Potential Election Legislation" Memo attached. 

Now more than ever unity and reconciliation of election safeguards legislation takes on new meaning. With 
the advent of today's OH Ballot Board authorizing the latest progressive constitutional amendment "Ohio 
Voters Bill of Rights," that guts voter photo-ID, imposes automatic and same day voter registration and 
enshrines unlimited drop boxes in Ohio's constitution, it is advisable House and Senate close ranks, unite 
under one version and not delay passage until Spring if possible. In accordance with House sponsors I will 
send Sen Brenner specific change-input for Senate sponsor consideration. 

The Election Integrity Network and Ohio Research Collaborative is happy to work with sponsors in both 
chambers to achieve the critical objectives you've set. Thank you for making this possible. 

Respectfully, 
Marcell Strbich, Lt Col USAF (ret) 

Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
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OHIO ELECTIONS RESEARCH COLLABORATIVE 
HB552 Sub-Bill and 58324 Comparison Highlights 

Shared Goals: 

► Verify US citizenship for new and existing voters. 
► Require provisional ballots for mismatched voter registration information to BMV or SSA records. 
► Institute tighter controls on signing a petition and it's effect on voter registrations. 
► Address drop box issues. 

Key Differences: . .. HB552 . . · ... . SB324 . . 

1. Qualified Electors Clause Defines the qualifications that must be Not addressed in the bill 
verified for an elector to be entitled to vote. 

2. Verification Sources to BM\/, OHS (including SAVE), USCIS, SSA, BMV 
Make Available to Boards federal jury pool data or naturalization records, 
of Elections Ohio Dept. of Job & Family Services, Health, 

Medicaid, Rehab and Corrections 
3. Proof of Citizenship Requires all proof of citizenship be verified. Does not require all proof of citizenship be 

Excludes out-of-state DL/ID as proof of verified, allowing some that may false. 
citizenship. Accepts out-of-state DL/1D (or copy) as proof 

of citizenship. 
4. Applicants/Voters None, except as limited by SOS approved • SSN4 and federal form applicants that 

Excluded from US verification sources: include UOCAVA are excluded from 
Citizenship Verification • All new applicants are verified for verification before they are registered; 

citizenship, • Voters who don't change their name/address, 
• All existing voters are verified during a and noncitizens not selected on the limited 

Monthly Citizen Review. Annual Noncitizen Review are not verified. 
5. Identified as Noncitizen Individuals claim to be US citizens but are Not addressed in the bill 

or Lack of Proof of identified as noncitizens, or lack documents 
Citizenship Documents may request a hearing with the Board 

6. US Citizenship Tracking Additional citizenship verification data fields Limited new citizen verification data fields 

7. Voting Rights after Voters must cast a provisional ballot until Voters can cast a regular ballot while the 
Identified As Not Verified they provide proof of citizenship that is Board attempts to obtain proof of citizenship 
to be a US Citizen verified by the Board. (which is not verified by the Board). 

8. Proof of Citizenship Voters who present a US passport or DL/1D Voters who present any proof of citizenship, 
Presented at the Polls on issued after 4/6/2023 without a noncitizen (or a copy), can vote a regular ballot without 
Election Day designation can vote a regular ballot; all verification the voter is a US citizen. 

others must vote a provisional ballot. 
9. Registration Identity In compliance with HAVA, a current and valid This bill continues to allow Ohio DL/1D or 

Information Ohio DL/1D is required; if an applicant does SSN4, which may conflict with federal law. 
not have one, SSN4 can be used. 

10. Verify voter registration Conduct Monthly verification, plus Duplicates current HB552 which conducts a 
information with verification immediately after the registration weekly verification and voters with 
BMV/SSA Records deadline before an election. Voters with mismatched data must vote provisional. This 

mismatched data must vote provisional. aligns closer to current SOS directives. 
11. Public Information Transparent reporting of voter citizenship Not addressed in the bill 

Reporting information (date, evidence, source). Voters 
can view provisional ballot information online. 

2. Register to vote and sign Not addressed in the bill Petition signatures only count if the individual 
a petition on same day is registered on the date the petition is signed. 

3. Petition signatures from Petition signatures are only counted from Petitions signed by any voter, whether verified 
ineligible voters voters verified as qualified to vote. as qualified to vote or not, are counted. All 

voter registration deficiencies are resolved by 
signing a petition. 

14. Drop boxes Requires a photo id and written affirmation Elector assistants can drop off ballots for any 
when dropping off any ballot. Voters may voter with unverifiable affirmation and no limit 
drop off up to two ballots for family members. on the number of ballots dropped off. Adds 
Outdoor receptacles are banned. adjacent locations for ballot drop-off. 

5. Issues Not Related to None; issues unrelated to Voter Verification Numerous additional sections unrelated to 
Voter Verification should be vetted on their own merit Voter Verification are included 
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Reviewed As To Form By 

Legislative Service Commission 

135th General Assembly 

Regular Session 

2023-2024 

1_135_2466-5 

Sub.H.B.No.552 

A BILL 

To amend sections 3375.011, 3501.01, 3501.05, 

3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 

3503.151, 3503.152, 3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19, 

3503.21, 3505.181, 3505.182, 3505.183, 3505.20, 

3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 and to enact 

sections 3503.012, 3503.201, and 3503.202 of the 

Revised Code to enact the Voter Verification Act 

to require proof of citizenship to register to 

vote, to require election officials to verify 

certain information in voter registration 

records, and to modify the procedure for 

returning absent voter's ballots to a board of 

elections by personal delivery. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO: 

Section 1. That sections 3375.011, 3501.01, 3501.05, 

3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 3503.151, 3503.152, 

3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19, 3503.21, 3505.181, 3505.182, 

3505.183, 3505.20, 3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 be amended and 

sections 3503.012, 3503.201, and 3503.202 of the Revised Code be 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

enacted to read as follows: 

Sec. 3375.011. Any library organized under Chapter 3375. 

of the Revised Code shall provide free of charge to any 

individual a photocopy of that individual's driver's license, 

temporary driver's permit, flf-State identification card, or any 

of the forms of evidence listed under division (EE) of section 

3501.01 of the Revised Code, if the individual requests one. 

Sec. 3501.01. As used in the sections of the Revised Code 

relating to elections and political communications: 

(A) "General election" means the election held on the 

first Tuesday after the first Monday in each November. 

(B) "Regular municipal election" means the election held 

on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each 

odd-numbered year. 

(C) "Regular state election" means the election held on 

the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each 

even-numbered year. 

(D) "Special election 11 means any election other than those 

elections defined in other divisions of this section. A special 

election may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday in May or November, on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday in August in accordance with section 3501.022 of the 

Revised Code, or on the day authorized by a particular municipal 

or county charter for the holding of a primary election, except 

that in any year in which a presidential primary election is 

held, no special election shall be held in May, except as 

authorized by a municipal or county charter, but may be held on 

the third Tuesday after the first Monday in March. 

(E) (1) "Primary" or 11prirnary election" means an election 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

held for the purpose of nominating persons as candidates of 

political parties for election to offices, and for the purpose 

of electing persons as members of the controlling committees of 

political parties and as delegates and alternates to the 

conventions of political parties. Primary elections shall be 

held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each 

year except in years in which a presidential primary election is 

held. 

(2) "Presidential primary election" means a primary 

election as defined by division (E) (1) of this section at which 

an election is held for the purpose of choosing delegates and 

alternates to the national conventions of the major political 

parties pursuant to section 3513.12 of the Revised Code. Unless 

otherwise specified, presidential primary elections are included 

in references to primary elections. In years in which a 

presidential primary election is held, all primary elections 

shall be held on the third Tuesday after the first Monday in 

March except as otherwise authorized by a municipal or county 

charter. 

(F) "Political party" means any group of voters meeting 

the requirements set forth in section 3517.01 of the Revised 

Code for the formation and existence of a political party. 

(1) "Major political party" means any political party 

organized under the laws of this state whose candidate for 

governor or nominees for presidential electors received not less 

than twenty per cent of the total vote cast for such office at 

the most recent regular state election. 

(2) "Minor political party" means any political party 

organized under the laws of this state that meets either of the 

following requirements: 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the 

political party's candidate for governor or nominees for 

oresidential electors received less than twenty per cent but not 

less than three per cent of the total vote cast for such office 

at the most recent regular state election. A political party 

that meets the requirements of this division remains a political 

party for a period of four years after meeting those 

requirements. 

(b) The political party has filed with the secretary of 

state, subsequent to its failure to meet the requirements of 

division (F) (2) (a) of this section, a petition that meets the 

requirements of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code. 

A newly formed political party shall be known as a minor 

political party until the time of the first election for 

governor or president which occurs not less than twelve months 

subsequent to the formation of such party, after which election 

the status of such party shall be determined by the vote for the 

office of governor or president. 

(G) 11Dominant party in a precinct" or "dominant political 

party in a precinct" means that political party whose candidate 

for election to the office of governor at the most recent 

regular state election at which a governor was elected received 

more votes than any other person received for election to that 

office in such precinct at such election. 

(H) "Candidate" means any qualified person certified in 

accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code for placement 

on the official ballot cf a primary, general, or special 

election to be held in this state, or any qualified person who 

claims to be a write-in candidate, or who knowingly assents to 

being represented as a write-in candidate by another at either a 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

primary, general, or special election to be held in this state. 

(I} "Independent candidate" means any candidate who claims 

not to be affiliated with a political party, and whose name has 

been certified on the office-type ballot at a general or special 

election through the filing of a statement of candidacy and 

nominating petition, as prescribed in section 3513.257 of the 

Revised Code. 

(J) "Nonpartisan candidate" means any candidate whose name 

is required, pursuant to section 3505.04 of the Revised Code, to 

be listed on the nonpartisan ballot, including all candidates 

for judge of a municipal court, county court, or court of common 

pleas, for member of any board of education, for municipal or 

township offices in which primary elections are not held for 

nominating candidates by political parties, and for offices of 

municipal corporations having charters that provide for separate 

ballots for elections foe these offices. 

(K} "Party candidate" means any candidate who claims to be 

a member of a political party and who has been certified to 

appear on the office-type ballot at a general or special 

election as the nominee of a political party because the 

candidate has won the primary election of the candidate's party 

for the public office the candidate seeks, has been nominated 

under section 3517.012, or is selected by party committee in 

accordance with section 3513.31 of the Revised Code. 

(L} "Officer of a political party" includes, but is not 

limited to, any member, elected or appointed, of a controlling 

committee, whether representing the territory of the state, a 

district therein, a county, township, a city, a ward, a 

precinct, or other territory, of a major or minor political 

party. 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

{M) 11Question or issue" means any question or issue 

certified in accordance with the Revised Code for placement on 

an official ballot at a general or special election to be held 

in this state. 

(N) "Elector" or "qualified elector" means a person having 

the qualifications provided by law to be entitled to vote. 

(0) 11Voter" means an elector who votes at an election. 

(P) "Voting residence" means that place of residence of an 

elector which shall determine the precinct in which the elector 

may vote. 

(Q) nPrecinct" means a district within a county 

established by the board of elections of such county within 

which all qualified electors having a voting residence therein 

may vote at the same polling place. 

(R) "Polling place" means that place provided for each 

precinct at which the electors having a voting residence in such 

precinct may vote. 

(S) "Board" or 11board of elections" means the board of 

elections appointed in a county pursuant to section 3501.06 of 

the Revised Code. 

(T) "Political subdivision" means a county, township, 

city, village, or school district. 

(U) "Election officer" or "election official" means any of 

the following: 

(1) Secretary of state; 

(2) Employees of the secretary of state serving the 

division of elections in the capacity of attorney, 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

administrative officer, administrative assistant, elections 

administrator, office manager, or clerical supervisor; 

(3) Director of a board of elections; 

(4) Deputy director of a board of elections; 

(5) Member of a board of elections; 

(6) Employees of a board of elections; 

(7) Precinct election officials; 

(8) Employees appointed by the boards of elections on a 

temporary or part-time basis. 

(V) "Acknowledgment notice" means a notice sent by a board 

of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, 

informing a voter registration applicant or an applicant who 

wishes to change the app~icant's residence or name of the status 

of the application; the information necessary to complete or 

update the application, if any; and if the application is 

complete, the precinct in which the applicant is to vote. 

(W) "Confirmation notice 11 means a notice sent by a board 

of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, to 

a registered elector to confirm the registered elector's current 

resident address, name, or other information for registration 

and voting. The notice shall be sent by forwardable mail, shall 

be accompanied by a postage prepaid, preaddressed return 

envelope containing a form on which the elector may verify or 

correct the elector's registration. 

(X) 11 Designated agency 11 means an office or agency in the 

state that provides public assistance or that provides state­

funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to 

persons with disabilities and that is required by the National 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
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Voter Registration Act of 1993 to implement a program designed 

and administered by the secretary of state for registering 

voters, or any other public or government office or agency that 

implements a program designed and administered by the secretary 

of state for registering voters, including the department of job 

and family services, the program administered under section 

3701.132 of the Revised Code by the department of health, the 

department of mental health and addiction services, the 

department of developmental disabilities, the opportunities for 

Ohioans with disabilities agency, and any other agency the 

secretary of state designates. "Designated agency" does not 

include public high schools and vocational schools, public 

libraries, or the office of a county treasurer. 

(Y) "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" means the 

"National Voter Registration Act of 1993," 107 Stat. 77, 42 

U.S.C.A. 1973gg. 

(Z) "Voting Rights Act of 1965" means the "Voting Rights 

Act of 1965," 79 Stat. 437, 42 U.S.C.A. 1973, as amended. 

(AA) (1) "Photo identification" means one of the following 

documents that includes the individual's name and photograph and 

is not expired: 

(a) An Ohio driver's license, state identification card, 

or interim identification form issued by the registrar of motor 

vehicles or a deputy registrar under Chapter 4506. or 4507. of 

the Revised Code; 

(b) A United States passport or passport card; 

(c) A United States military identification card, Ohio 

national guard identification card, or United States department 

of veterans affairs identification card. 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
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(2) A "copy" of an individual's photo identification means 

images of both the front and back of a document described in 

division (AA) (1) of this section, except that if the document is 

a United States passport, a copy of the photo identification 

means an image of the passport's identification page that 

includes the individual's name, photograph, and other 

identifying information and the passport's expiration date. 

(BB) "Driver's license" means a license or permit issued 

by the registrar or a deputy registrar under Chapter 4506. or 

4507. of the Revised Code that authorizes an individual to 

drive. "Driver's license" includes a driver's license, 

commercial driver's license, probationary license, restricted 

license, motorcycle operator's license, or temporary instruction 

permit identification card. "Driver's license" does not include 

a limited term license issued under section 4507.09 of the 

Revised Code. 

(CC) "State identification card" means a card issued by 

the registrar or a deputy registrar under sections 4507.50 to 

4507.52 of the Revised Code. 

(DD) "Interim identification form" means the document 

issued by the registrar or a deputy registrar to an applicant 

for a driver's license or state identification card that 

contains all of the information otherwise found on the license 

or card and that an applicant may use as a form of 

identification until the physical license or card arrives in the 

mail. 

(EE) (1) "Proof of citizenship" means evidence that, when 

verified as authentic, indicates an individual is a United 

States citizen, in the form of one of the following: 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
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(a) The number of the individual's current or expired Ohio 

driver's license or state identification card, if the board of 

elections verifies using information obtained from the bureau of 

motor vehicles that the individual has submitted documentation 

to the bureau that indicates that the individual is a United 

States citizen; 

(b) The individual's current or expired Ohio driver's 

license, state identification card, or interim identification 

form issued on or after April 7, 2023, or a copy of the front 

and back of that license, card, or form, if the license, card, 

or form does not include a notation designating that the 

individual is a noncitizen of the United States; 

(cl The individual's birth certificate, certification of 

report of birth, or consular report of birth abroad, or a 

legible copy of one of those documents; 

(dl The individual's current or expired United States 

passport or passport card, a legible copy of the identification 

page of the passport, or a legible copy of the front and back of 

the passport card; 

(e) The individual's certificate of naturalization or 

certificate of citizenship or a copy of one of those documents. 

(2) If an individual's current legal name is different 

from the name on the individual's proof of citizenship, the 

individual also shall provide proof of the change of name, such 

as a copy of a marriage license or court order. 

(FF) "Citizenship verification source 11 means any records 

or databases kept by the following entities that may be used to 

verify the authenticity of a piece of evidence described in 

division (EE) of this section: 
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(1) The bureau of motor vehicles; 

(2) The United States department of homeland security, 

'; ncluding the systematic alien verification for entitlements 

database, the person centric query service, the person centric 

identity services, or the central index system; 

(3) The United States citizenship and immigration service; 

(4) The United States social security administration; 

(5) The department of job and family services, the 

department of health. the department of medicaid. and the 

department of rehabilitation and corrections; 

(6) Any federal agency that maintains federal jury pool 

data or naturalization records. 

Sec. 3501.05. The secretary of state shall do all of the 

following: 

(A) Appoint all members of boards of elections; 

(B) Issue instructions by directives and advisories in 

accordance with section 3501.053 of the Revised Code to members 

of the boards as to the proper methods of conducting elections. 

(C) Prepare rules and instructions for the conduct of 

elections; 

(D) Publish and furnish to the boards from time to time a 

sufficient number of indexed copies of all election laws then in 

force; 

(E) Edit and issue all pamphlets concerning proposed laws 

or amendments required by law to be submitted to the voters; 

(F) Prescribe the form of registration cards, blanks, and 

records; 
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(G) Determine and prescribe the forms of ballots and the 

forms of all blanks, cards of instructions, pollbooks, tally 

sheets, certificates of election, and forms and blanks required 

by law for use by candidates, committees, and boards; 

(H) Prepare the ballot title or statement to be placed on 

the ballot for any proposed law or amendment to the constitution 

to be submitted to the vcters of the state; 

(I) Except as otherwise provided in section 3519.08 of the 

Revised Code, certify to the several boards the forms of ballots 

and names of candidates for state offices, and the form and 

wording of state referendum questions and issues, as they shall 

appear on the ballot; 

(J) Except as otherwise provided in division (I) (2) (b) of 

section 3501.38 of the Revised Code, give final approval to 

ballot language for any local question or issue approved and 

transmitted by boards of elections under section 3501.11 of the 

Revised Code; 

(K) Receive all initiative and referendum petitions on 

state questions and issues and determine and certify to the 

sufficiency of those petitions; 

(L) Require such reports from the several boards as are 

provided by law, or as the secretary of state considers 

necessary; 

(M) Compel the observance by election officers in the 

several counties of the requirements of the election laws; 

(N) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (N) (2) of 

this section, investigate the administration of election laws, 

frauds, and irregularities in elections in any county, and 

report violations of election laws to the attorney general or 
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prosecuting attorney, or both, for prosecution; 

(2) On and after August 24, 1995, report a failure to 

comply with or a violation of a provision in sections 3517.08 to 

3517.13, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, or 3599.031 of the Revised 

Code, whenever the secretary of state has or should have 

knowledge of a failure to comply with or a violation of a 

provision in one of those sections, by filing a complaint with 

the Ohio elections commission under section 3517.153 of the 

Revised Code. 

(O) Make an annual report to the governor containing the 

results of elections, the cost of elections in the various 

counties, a tabulation of the votes in the several political 

subdivisions, and other information and recommendations relative 

to elections the secretary of state considers desirable; 

(P) Prescribe and distribute to boards of elections a list 

of instructions indicating all legal steps necessary to petition 

successfully for local option elections under sections 4301.32 

to 4301.41, 4303.29, 4305.14, and 4305.15 of the Revised Code; 

(Q) Adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised 

Code for the removal by boards of elections of ineligible voters 

from the statewide voter registration database and, if 

applicable, from the poll list or signature pollbook used in 

each precinct, which rules shall provide for all of the 

following: 

(1) A process for the removal of voters who have changed 

residence, which shall be uniform, nondiscriminatory, and in 

compliance with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the National 

Voter Registration Act of 1993, including a program that uses 

the national change of address service provided by the United 
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States postal system through its licensees; 

(2) A process for the removal of ineligible voters under 

section 3503.21 of the Revised Code; 

(3) A uniform system for marking or removing the name of a 

voter who is ineligible to vote from the statewide voter 

registration database and, if applicable, from the poll list or 

signature pollbook used in each precinct and noting the reason 

for that mark or removal. 

(R) Prescribe a general program for registering voters or 

updating voter registration information, such as name and 

residence changes, by boards of elections, designated agencies, 

offices of deputy registrars of motor vehicles, public high 

schools and vocational schools, public libraries, and offices of 

county treasurers consistent with the requirements of section 

3503.09 of the Revised Code; 

(S) Prescribe a program of distribution of voter 

registration forms through boards of elections, designated 

agencies, offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of 

motor vehicles, public high schools and vocational schools, 

public libraries, and of:ices of county treasurers; 

(T) To the extent feasible, provide copies, at no cost and 

upon request, of the voter registration form in post offices in 

this state; 

(U) Adopt rules pursuant to section 111.15 of the Revised 

Code for the purpose of implementing the program for registering 

voters through boards of elections, designated agencies, and the 

offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of motor vehicles 

consistent with this chapter; 

(V) Establish the full-time position of Americans with 
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Disabilities Act coordinator within the office of the secretary 

of state to do all of the following: 

(1) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that there 

is equal access to polling places for persons with disabilities; 

(2) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that each 

voter may cast the voter's ballot in a manner that provides the 

same opportunity for access and participation, including privacy 

and independence, as for other voters; 

(3) Advise the secretary of state in the development of 

standards for the certification of voting machines, marking 

devices, and automatic tabulating equipment. 

(W) Establish and rr.aintain a computerized statewide 

database of all legally registered voters under section 3503.15 

of the Revised Code that complies with the requirements of the 

"Help America Vote Act of 2002," Pub. L. No. 107-252, 116 Stat. 

1666, and provide training in the operation of that system; 

(X) Ensure that all directives, advisories, other 

instructions, or decisions issued or made during or as a result 

of any conference or teleconference call with a board of 

elections to discuss the proper methods and procedures for 

conducting elections, to answer questions regarding elections, 

or to discuss the interpretation of directives, advisories, or 

other instructions issued by the secretary of state are posted 

on a web site of the office of the secretary of state as soon as 

is practicable after the completion of the conference or 

teleconference call, but not later than the close of business on 

the same day as the conference or teleconference call takes 

place. 

(Y) Publish a report on a web site of the office of the 
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secretary of state not later than one month after the completion 

of the canvass of the election returns for each primary and 

general election, identifying, by county, the number of absent 

voter's ballots cast and the number of those ballots that were 

counted, and the number of provisional ballots cast and the 

number of those ballots that were counted, for that election. 

The secretary of state shall maintain the information on the web 

site in an archive format for each subsequent election. 

(Z) Conduct voter education outlining voter 

identification, absent voters ballot, provisional ballot, and 

other voting requirements; 

(AA) Establish a procedure by which a registered elector 

may make available to a board of elections a more recent 

signature to be used in the poll list or signature pollbook 

produced by the board of elections of the county in which the 

elector resides; 

(BB) Disseminate information, which may include all or 

part of the official explanations and arguments, by means of 

direct mail or other written publication, broadcast, or other 

means or combination of means, as directed by the Ohio ballot 

board under division (F) of section 3505.062 of the Revised 

Code, in order to inform the voters as fully as possible 

concerning each proposed constitutional amendment, proposed law, 

or referendum; 

(CC) Be the single state office responsible for the 

implementation of the "Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 

Voting Act," Pub. L. No. 99-410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U.S.C. 

1973ff, et seq., as amended, in this state. The secretary of 

state may delegate to the boards of elections responsibilities 

for the implementation of that act, including responsibilities 
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arising from amendments to that act made by the "Military and 

Overseas Voter Empowerment Act," Subtitle Hof the 11National 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010," Pub. L. No. 

111-84, 123 Stat. 3190. 

(DD) Adopt rules, under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, 

to establish procedures and standards for determining when a 

board of elections shall be placed under the official oversight 

of the secretary of state, placing a board of elections under 

the official oversight of the secretary of state, a board that 

is under official oversight to transition out of official 

oversight, and the secretary of state to supervise a board of 

elections that is under official oversight of the secretary of 

state. 

(EE) Provide training to boards of elections on how to 

verify the United States citizenship of voter registration 

applicants. 

(FF) Perform other duties required by law. 

Whenever a primary election is held under section 3513.32 

of the Revised Code or a special election is held under section 

3521.03 of the Revised Code to fill a vacancy in the office of 

representative to congress, the secretary of state shall 

establish a deadline, notwithstanding any other deadline 

required under the Revised Code, by which any or all of the 

following shall occur: the filing of a declaration of candidacy 

and petitions or a statement of candidacy and nominating 

petition together with the applicable filing fee; the filing of 

protests against the candidacy of any person filing a 

declaration of candidacy or nominating petition; the filing of a 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate; the filing of 

campaign finance reports; the preparation of, and the making of 
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corrections or challenges to, precinct voter registration lists; 

the receipt of applications for absent voter's ballots or 

uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots; the 

supplying of election materials to precincts by boards of 

elections; the holding of hearings by boards of elections to 

consider challenges to the right of a person to appear on a 

voter registration list; and the scheduling of programs to 

instruct or reinstruct election officers. 

In the performance of the secretary of state's duties as 

the chief election officer, the secretary of state may 

administer oaths, issue subpoenas, summon witnesses, compel the 

production of books, papers, records, and other evidence, and 

fix the time and place for hearing any matters relating to the 

administration and enforcement of the election laws. 

In any controversy involving or arising out of the 

adoption of registration or the appropriation of funds for 

registration, the secretary of state may, through the attorney 

general, bring an action in the name of the state in the court 

of common pleas of the county where the cause of action arose or 

in an adjoining county, to adjudicate the question. 

In any action involving the laws in Title XXXV of the 

Revised Code wherein the interpretation of those laws is in 

issue in such a manner tiat the result of the action will affect 

the lawful duties of the secretary of state or of any board of 

elections, the secretary of state may, on the secretary of 

state's motion, be made a party. 

The secretary of state may apply to any court that is 

hearing a case in which the secretary of state is a party, for a 

change of venue as a substantive right, and the change of venue 

shall be allowed, and the case removed to the court of common 
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pleas of an adjoining county named in the application or, if 

there are cases pending in more than one jurisdiction that 

involve the same or similar issues, the court of common pleas of 

Franklin county. 

Public high schools and vocational schools, public 

libraries, and the office of a county treasurer shall implement 

voter registration programs as directed by the secretary of 

state pursuant to this section. 

Sec. 3503.01. (A) E,efy (Al (1) Only individuals who 

possess the following qualifications, as verified by the 

secretary of state or by a board of elections, have the 

qualifications of an elector and may register to vote, be 

registered to vote, or vote in a federal, state, or local 

election in the precinct in which the individual resides: 

(a) Is a citizen of the United States who is of the age of 

eighteen years or over anel 'tithe Las1.. 

(bl Has been a resident of the state thirty days 

immediately preceding the election at which the eiti2efl 

individual offers to vote, is a resident of the county and 

precinct in which the eitizcn individual offers to vote, and has 

been registered to vote for thirty days, has the 'J'Ualifieatie11a 

ef aft eleete.1= aflti fttBJi v etc at all elcctiefls iH the preeiflct iu 

which the eitizefi FeoideaL 

(c) Is not ineligible to vote by reason of a felony 

conviction under division (Al (4) of section 3503.21 of the 

Revised Code; 

(d) Is not incompetent to vote under division (Al (5) of 

section 3503.21 of the Revised Code. 

(2) Except as provided in division (Al (3) of this section, 
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an elector who registers to vote or submits a change of 

residence or change of name form on or after the effective date 

of this amendment shall provide proof of citizenship, as defined 

in division (EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, to the 

board of elections, and if the elector has no proof of 

citizenship, the elector may request a hearing under section 

3503.012 of the Revised Code to establish that the elector is a 

citizen of the United States. An elector whose registration 

record indicates that the elector is verified as a United States 

citizen is not required to provide proof of citizenship when 

subsequently registering to vote or updating the elector's 

registration in this state. 

(B) When only a portion of a precinct is included within 

the boundaries of an election district, the board of elections 

may assign the electors residing in such portion of a precinct 

to the nearest precinct or portion of a precinct within the 

boundaries of such election district for the purpose of voting 

at any special election held in such district. In any election 

in which only a part of the electors in a precinct is qualified 

to vote, the board may assign voters in such part to an 

adjoining precinct. Such assignment may be made to an adjoining 

precinct in another councy with the consent and approval of the 

board of elections of such other county if the number of voters 

assigned to vote in a precinct in another county is two hundred 

or less. 

The board shall notify all such electors so assigned, at 

least ten days prior to the holding of any such election, of the 

location of the polling place where they are entitled to vote at 

such election. 

As used in division (B) of this section, ''election 
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district" means a school district, municipal corporation, 

township, or other political subdivision that includes territory 

in more than one precinct or any other district o~ authority 

that includes territory in more than one precinct and that is 

authorized by law to place an issue on the ballot at a special 

election. 

Sec. 3503.012. (A) Any elector who desires to register to 

vote, but who does not have any proof of United States 

citizenship as defined in division (EE) of section 3501.01 of 

the Revised Code, may make a written request, on a form 

prescribed by the secretary of state, to the board of elections 

requesting that the board hold a hearing to determine the 

elector's United States citizenship. The request shall be 

accompanied by a sworn affidavit that the elector is a United 

States citizen. 

(B) Upon receiving a written request under division {A) of 

this section, the board shall mail written notice of the hearing 

to the elector, including the time and place of the hearing, 

through first class mail, to the address indicated on the 

written request, or if there is no address indicated, to the 

elector's address on file with the board of elections. The 

hearing shall be held not more than ten days after the elector 

submits a written regues~. An elector may retain counsel, 

testify, present evidence, and call witnesses. Testimony shall 

be under oath. The board shall exercise due diliaence, conduct 

an investigation to determine the truth of the matter, including 

examining any relevant databases, and may subpoena witnesses and 

other evidence. Third parties may present sworn testimony and 

evidence relevant to the matter. 

(C) After the board conducts the hearing described in 

Page 21 

572 

573 

574 

575 

576 

577 

578 

579 

580 

581 

582 

583 

584 

585 

586 

587 

588 

589 

590 

591 

592 

593 

594 

595 

596 

597 

598 

599 

600 

601 

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000024



Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

division (B) of this section, the board promptly shall make a 

determination, by majority vote, whether the elector, by a 

preponderance of the evidence, is a United States citizen. 

(D) If the board determines that an elector is a United 

States citizen under division (C) of this section, the board 

shall record that fact in the elector's voter registration 

record and report that fact to the secretary of state. 

(El If the board determines that an elector has failed, by 

a preponderance of the evidence, to prove that the elector is a 

United States citizen, the board shall record that fact and 

report it to the secretary of state. Not more than twenty days 

after the board's decision, the elector may appeal the decision 

to the court of common pleas in the county in which the elector 

resides. If the board's determination falls not more than ninety 

days before an election, the court of common pleas shall hear 

the case on an expedited basis. 

(F) The secretary cf state shall adopt rules for the 

implementation of this section. 

Sec. 3503.06. (A) No person shall be entitled to vote at 

any election, unless the person is registered as an elector and 

will have resided in the county and precinct where the person is 

registered for at least thirty days at the time of the next 

election. 

(B) No person shall be entitled to sign any petition, 

unless the person is registered as an elector and resides in a 

precinct in which the candidacy or issue that is the subject of 

the petition will appear on the ballot. If a person for whom a 

board of elections's official registration list or the statewide 

voter registration database indicates is not verified as 
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eligible to vote signs a petition, that person's signature shall 

not be counted, unless and until the person is verified as 

eligible to vote. 

(C) (1) (a) Except for a nominating petition for 

presidential electors, no person shall be entitled to circulate 

any petition unless the person is a resident of this state and 

is at least eighteen years of age. 

(b) No person shall be entitled to circulate a nominating 

petition for presidential electors unless the person is at least 

eighteen years of age. 

(2) All election officials, in determining ~he residence 

of a person circulating a petition under division (C) (1) of this 

section, shall be governed by the following rules: 

(a) That place shall be considered the residence of a 

person in which the person's habitation is fixed and to which, 

whenever the person is absent, the person has the intention of 

returning. 

(b) A person shall not be considered to have lost the 

person's residence who leaves the person's home and goes into 

another state for temporary purposes only, with the intention of 

returning. 

(c) A person shall not be considered to have gained a 

residence in any county of this state into which the person 

comes for temporary purposes only, without the intention of 

making that county the permanent place of abode. 

(d) If a person removes to another state with the 

intention of making that state the person's residence, the 

person shall be considered to have lost the person 1 s residence 

in this state. 
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(e) Except as otherwise provided in division (C) (2) (f) of 

this section, if a person removes from this state and 

continuously resides outside this state for a period of four 

years or more, the person shall be considered to have lost the 

person's residence in this state, notwithstanding the fact that 

the person may entertain an intention to return at some future 

period. 

(f) If a person removes from this state to engage in the 

services of the United States government, the person shall not 

be considered to have lost the person's residence in this state 

during the period of that service, and likewise should the 

person enter the employment of the state, the place where that 

person resided at the time of the person's removal shall be 

considered to be the person's place of residence. 

(g) If a person goes into another state and, while there, 

exercises the right of a citizen by voting, the person shall be 

considered to have lost the person's residence in this state. 

Sec. 3503.13. (A) (1) Except as otherwise provided in 

division (A) (2) of this section, voter registration forms 

submitted by applicants and the statewide voter registration 

database established under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code 

are public records subject to disclosure under section 149.43 of 

the Revised Code. 

(2) None of the following are subject to disclosure under 

division (A) (1) of this section: 

(a) An elector's full or partial social security number, 

driver 1 s license or state identification card number, telephone 

number, or electronic mail address; 

(b) A confidential voter registration record, as described 
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in section 111.44 of the Revised Code; 

(c) The address of a designated public service worker, if 

the designated public service worker has submitted a redaction 

request to the board of elections under section 149.45 of the 

Revised Code; 

(d) An elector's proof of citizenship; 

1.§l_Any other information that is prohibited from being 

disclosed by state or federal law. 

(B) A board of elections may use a legible digitized 

signature list of voter signatures, copied from the signatures 

on the registration forms in a form and manner prescribed by the 

secretary of state, provided that the board includes the 

required voter registrat~on information in the statewide voter 

registration database established under section 3503.15 of the 

Revised Code, and provided that the precinct election officials 

have computer printouts at the polls prepared in the manner 

required under section 3503.23 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 3503.14. (A) The secretary of state shall prescribe 

the form and content of the registration, change of residence, 

and change of name forms used in this state. The forms shall 

meet the requirements of the National Voter Registration Act of 

1993 and shall iflclade spaces fef require the applicant to 

provide all of the following: 

(1) The ,etef 1 s applicant's full name as it appears on the 

applicant's identification provided to register to vote; 

(2) The ,etef 1 s applicant's residence address; 

(3) The current date; 

(4) The ,eter 1 s applicant's date of birth; 
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(5) The ,otea, to pro,icle 01': leas;e or,e of U,e following 

forms of identification that meet the requirements of 52 U.S.C. 

21083 (a) (5) (A): 

(a) The votey 1 o applicant's current and valid Ohio 

driver's license or state identification card number if the 

applicant has one; 

(b) 4'he-Or, if the applicant does not have a current and 

valid Ohio driver's license or state identification card, the 

last four digits of the ooter 1 o applicant's social security 

number. A board of elections shall not accept or process a voter 

~egistration application if the applicant does not provide a 

current and valid Ohio's driver's license or state 

identification card number, when available records from the 

bureau of motor vehicles indicate that the applicant has a 

current and valid Ohio's driver's license or state 

identification card number. If a board of elections rejects an 

application for this reason, the board shall send the applicant 

a notice, to the address the applicant indicated on the form, 

instructing the applicant to apply to register to vote using the 

applicant's Ohio's driver's license or state identification card 

number and include with the notice a blank voter registration 

form. 

(6) Proof of United States citizenship as defined in 

division (EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, except 

that the applicant is not required to provide proof of 

citizenship if the applicant has previously provided proof of 

citizenship that has been verified by the board when registering 

to vote or submitting a change of residence or change of name in 

this state. If an applicant who previously renounced, forfeited, 

or otherwise lost United States citizenship applies to register 
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to vote, the applicant is required to provide proof of 

citizenship when registering to vote. 

-f-6t-l2LThe ,oter 1 s applicant's signature. 

The registration form shall include a space on which the 

person registering an applicant shall sign the person's name and 

provide the person's address and a space on which the person 

registering an applicant shall name the employer who is 

employing that person to register the applicant. 

Except for forms prescribed by the secretary of state 

under section 3503.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of 

state shall permit boards of elections to produce forms that 

have subdivided spaces for each individual alphanumeric 

character of the information provided by the voter so as to 

accommodate the electronic reading and conversion of the voter's 

information to data and the subsequent electronic transfer of 

that data to the statewide voter registration database 

established under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code. 

(B) None of the following persons who are registering an 

applicant in the course of that official's or employee's normal 

duties shall sign the person's name, provide the person's 

address, or name the employer who is employing the person to 

register an applicant on a form prepared under this section: 

(1) An election official; 

(2) A county treasurer; 

(3) A deputy registrar of motor vehicles; 

(4) An employee of a designated agency; 

(5) An employee of a public high school; 
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( 6) An employee 

(7) An employee 

(8) An employee 

( 9) An employee 

( 10) An employee 

(11) An employee 

of a public vocational school; 

of a public library; 

of the office of a county treasurer; 

of the bureau of motor vehicles; 

of a deputy registrar of motor vehicles; 

of an election official. 

(C) Except as provided in section 3501.382 of the Revised 

Code, any applicant who is unable to sign the applicant's own 

name shall make an "X," if possible, which shall be certified by 

the signing of the name of the applicant by the person filling 

out the form, who shall add the person's own signature. If an 

applicant is unable to make an "X," the applicant shall indicate 

in some manner that the applicant desires to register to vote or 

to change the applicant's name or residence. The person 

registering the applicant shall sign the form and attest that 

the applicant indicated that the applicant desired to register 

to vote or to change the applicant 1 s name or residence. 

(D) No registration, change of residence, or change of 

name form shall be rejec~ed solely on the basis that a person 

registering an applicant failed to sign the person's name or 

failed to name the employer who is employing that person to 

register the applicant as required under division (A) of this 

section. 

(E) A voter registration application submitted online 

through the internet pursuant to section 3503.20 of the Revised 

Code is not required to contain a signature to be considered 

valid. The signature obtained under division (B) of that section 

shall be considered the applicant's signature for all election 
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and signature-matching purposes. 

(F) As used in this section, "registering an applicant" 

includes any effort, for compensation, to provide voter 

registration forms or to assist persons in completing or 

returning those forms. 

Sec. 3503.15. (A) The secretary of state shall establish 

and maintain a statewide voter registration database that shall 

be administered by the office of data analytics and archives in 

the office of the secretary of state and made continuously 

available to each board of elections and to other agencies as 

authorized by law. 

The statewide voter registration database shall be the 

official list of registered electors for all elections conducted 

in this state. 

(B) The statewide voter registration database shall, at a 

minimum, include all of the following: 

(1) An electronic network that connects all board of 

elections offices with the office of the secretary of state and 

with the offices of all other boards of elections; 

(2) A computer program that harmonizes the records 

contained in the database with records maintained by each board 

of elections; 

(3) An interactive computer program that allows access to 

the records contained in the database by each board of elections 

and by any persons authorized by the secretary of state to add, 

delete, modify, or print database records, and to conduct 

updates of the database; 

(4) A search program capable of verifying registered 
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electors and their registration information by name, driver's 

license or state identification card number, birth date, social 

security number, or current address; 

(5) Safeguards and components to ensure that the 

integrity, security, and confidentiality of the voter 

registration information is maintained; 

(6) Methods to retain canceled voter registration records 

for not less than five years after they are canceled and to 

record the reason for their cancellation. 

(C) For each registered elector, the statewide voter 

registration database shall include all of the following 

information: 

(1) The elector's name; 

(2) The elector's birth date; 

(3) The elector's current residence address; 

(4) The elector's precinct number; 

(5) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number, if available; 

(6) The last four digits of the elector's social security 

number, if available; 

(7) The elector's telephone number, if available; 

(8) The elector's electronic mail address, if available; 

(9) (a) The elector's voter registration date, which shall 

be determined based on the elector's most recenc application to 

register to vote in this state, subject to division (C) (9) (b) of 

this section, as follows: 
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(i) In the case of an application delivered in person to a 

state or local office of a designated agency, the office of the 

registrar or any deputy registrar of motor vehicles, a public 

high school or vocational school, a public library, or the 

office of a county treasurer, the date stamped on the 

application upon receipt by the entity that transmits the 

application to the board of elections or the secretary of state; 

(ii) In the case of an application delivered in person to 

a board of elections or the secretary of state, the date stamped 

on the application upon receipt by the board of elections or the 

secretary of state, as applicable; 

(iii) In the case of an application delivered by mail to a 

board of elections or the secretary of state, the date the 

application is postmarked; 

(iv) In the case of an application submitted through the 

online voter registration system established under section 

3503.20 of the Revised Code, the date of the online submission; 

(v) In the case of an application submitted to a board of 

elections by facsimile transmission or electronic mail under 

Chapter 3511. of the Revised Code, the date of the receipt of 

the transmission or electronic mail by the board of elections; 

(vi) In the case of a provisional ballot affirmation that 

serves as an application to register to vote in future elections 

because the individual who cast the ballot is not registered to 

vote, the date the board of elections determines that the 

provisional ballot is i~valid under section 3505.183 of the 

Revised Code. 

(b) For purposes of determining an elector's voter 

registration date under division (C) (9) (a) of this section, all 
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of the following apply: 

(i) An elector's voter registration date shall not be 

during the period beginning on the day after the close of voter 

registration before an election and ending on the day of the 

election. If the date determined under division (C) (9) (a) of 

this section would be during that period, the voter registration 

date instead shall be the date on which the board of elections 

processes the application to register to vote after the day of 

the election. 

(ii) A change of address or change of name form, including 

a provisional ballot affirmation that serves as a change of 

address or change of name form, is not considered an application 

to register to vote. 

(iii) An application to register to vote that is submitted 

by an individual who is already registered to vote in this state 

is not considered an application to register to vote. 

(10) The elector's voting history, including all of the 

following for each election in which the elector cast a ballot 

that was counted: 

(a) The date of the election; 

(b) If the election was a primary election, the political 

party whose ballot the elector cast at the primary election or 

an indication that the elector voted only on the questions and 

issues appearing on the ballot at a special election held on the 

day of the primary election; 

(c) The type of ballot the elector cast. 

(11) The elector's last activity date, which shall be 

determined in accordance with rules adopted by the secretary of 
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state pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code7L 

(12) The date, if any, on which a board of elections 

verified that the elector is a United States citizen, as 

described in division (A) (1) of section 3503.201 of the Revised 

Code, and which proof of citizenship, as defined in division 

(EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, was presented as 

evidence the elector is a United States citizen; 

(13) The citizenship verification source, as defined in 

division (FF) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code; 

(14) Whether the elector registered to vote using a 

federal or state form; 

(15) Whether the elector was required to cast a 

provisional ballot, and the reason the elector was required to 

cast a provisional ballot, except if the elector's provisional 

ballot was counted under section 3505.183 of the Revised Code, 

the indication that the elector was required to cast a 

provisional ballot shall be removed from the database; 

(16) Whether the elector's United State citizenship has 

been verified, and, if so, whether the elector is a citizen of 

the United States. 

(17) Any other information the secretary of state requires 

to be included by rule adopted pursuant to Chapter 119. of the 

Revised Code. 

(D) Every day during the period beginning on the forty­

sixth day before an election and ending on the eighty-first day 

after the day of the election, a board of elections shall create 

a daily record of its voter registration database as of four 

p.m. and shall transmit the daily record to the secretary of 

state in a secure manner prescribed by the secretary of state. 
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The secretary of state shall archive the daily record and retain 

it for at least twenty-two months after the day of the election. 

(E) The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to 

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to implement this section and 

sections 3503.151 to 3503.153 of the Revised Code, including 

rules doing all of the following: 

(1) Specifying the manner in which any voter registration 

records maintained by boards of elections in other data formats 

shall be converted for inclusion in the statewide voter 

registration database; 

(2) Establishing a uniform method for entering voter 

registration records into the statewide voter registration 

database on an expedited basis, but not less than once per day, 

if new registration information is received, and for 

transmitting information securely to the secretary of state; 

(3) Establishing a uniform method for purging canceled 

voter registration records from the statewide voter registration 

database in accordance with section 3503.21 of the Revised Code; 

(4) Specifying the persons authorized to add, delete, 

modify, or print records contained in the statewide voter 

registration database and to make updates of that database; 

(5) Establishing a process for annually auditing the 

information contained in the statewide voter registration 

database. 

(F) A board of elections promptly shall purge a voter's 

name and voter registration information from the statewide voter 

registration database in accordance with the rules adopted by 

the secretary of state under division (E) (3) of this section 

after the cancellation of a voter 1 s registration under section 
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3503.21 of the Revised Code. 

(G) The secretary of state shall provide training in the 

operation of the statewide voter registration database to each 

board of elections and to any persons authorized by the 

secretary of state to add, delete, modify, or print database 

records, and to conduct updates of the database. 

(H) A board of elections and any vendor with which it 

contracts to provide voter registration software or related 

services shall ensure that the board's voter registration system 

and practices comply with the requirements of this section and 

any rules adopted under this section. 

Sec. 3503.151. (A) The secretary of state, through the 

office of data analytics and archives, and the boards of 

elections shall maintain the accuracy of the statewide voter 

registration database in accordance with this section. 

(B) (1) State agencies, including, but not limited to, the 

department of health, the bureau of motor vehicles, the 

department of job and family services, the department of 

rnedicaid, and the department of rehabilitation and corrections, 

shall provide any information and data to the secretary of state 

that is collected in the course of normal business and that is 

necessary to register to vote, to update an elector's 

registration, or to maintain the statewide voter registration 

database, except where prohibited by federal law or regulation. 

The department of health, the bureau of motor vehicles, the 

department of job and family services, the department of 

medicaid, and the department of rehabilitation and corrections 

shall provide that information and data to the secretary of 

state not later than the last day of each month. The secretary 

of state shall ensure that any information or data provided to 
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the secretary of state that is confidential in the possession of 

the entity providing the data remains confidential while in the 

possession of the secretary of state. No public ocfice, and no 

public official or employee, shall sell that information or data 

or use that information or data for profit. 

(2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules under Chapter 

119. of the Revised Code that establish, by mutual agreement 

with the bureau of motor vehicles, the content and format of the 

information and data the bureau of motor vehicles shall provide 

to the secretary of state under division (B) (1) of this section 

and the frequency with which the bureau shall provide that 

information and data. 

(3) The secretary of state shall obtain and make the 

information and data the bureau of motor vehicles provides to 

the secretary of state under division (B) (1) of this section, 

and any data and information obtained from any source listed in 

division (FF) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, available 

to the boards of elections for purposes of registering voters, 

updating voter registrations, or maintaining the statewide voter 

registration database, except where prohibited by federal law or 

regulations. 

(C) (1) The secretary of state shall enter into agreements 

to share information or data that is in the possession of the 

secretary of state with other states or groups of states, as the 

secretary of state considers necessary, in order to maintain the 

statewide voter registration database. Except as otherwise 

provided in division (C) (2) of this section, the secretary of 

state shall ensure that any information or data provided to the 

secretary of state that is confidential in the possession of the 

state providing the data remains confidential while in the 
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possession of the secretary of state. 

(2) The secretary of state may provide such otherwise 

confidential information or data to persons or organizations 

that are engaging in legitimate governmental purposes related to 

the maintenance of the statewide voter registration database. 

The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 

119. of the Revised Code identifying the persons or 

organizations who may receive that information or data. The 

secretary of state shall not share that information or data with 

a person or organization not identified in those rules. The 

secretary of state shall ensure that a person or organization 

that receives confidential information or data under this 

division keeps the information or data confidential in the 

person's or organization's possession by, at a minimum, entering 

into a confidentiality agreement with the person or 

organization. Any confidentiality agreement entered into under 

this division shall include a requirement that the person or 

organization submit to the jurisdiction of this state in the 

event that the person or organization breaches the agreement. 

(3) No person or entity that receives information or data 

under division (C) of this section shall sell the information or 

data or use the information or data for profit. 

(D) The secretary of state shall regularly transmit to the 

boards of elections, to the extent permitted by state and 

federal law, the information and data the secretary of state 

receives under divisions (B) and (C) of this section that is 

necessary to do the following, in order to ensure that the 

accuracy of the statewide voter registration database is 

maintained on a regular basis in accordance with applicable 

state and federal law: 
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(1) Require the boards of elections to maintain the 

database in a manner that ensures that the name of each 

registered elector appears in the database, that only 

individuals who are not registered or eligible to vote are 

removed from the database, and that duplicate registrations are 

eliminated from the database; 

(2) Require the boards of elections to ffiake a reasenal9le 

effert ta remove individuals who are not eligible to vote from 

the database; 

(3) Establish safeguards to ensure that eligible electors 

are not removed in error from the database. 

(E) (1) The secretary of state shall use the information in 

the statewide voter registration database and the databases of 

the bureau of motor vehicles and the United States social 

security administration to prepare and transmit to each board of 

elections a monthly report, in addition to a report immediately 

after the deadline to register to vote in an election. that 

identifies each voter registration record in the county to which 

any of the following apply and that has not been identified in a 

previous report: 

(a) The record contains neither an Ohio driver's license 

or state identification card number nor the last four digits of 

a social security number. 

(b) The record contains an Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number, but one of the following applies: 

lil The number does not exist in the records of the bureau 

of motor vehicles. 

Iii) The number exists in the records of the bureau of 

motor vehicles but is not associated with the first name, last 
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name, and date of birth that appear in the voter registration 

record. 

(iii) Except as otherwise provided in division (E) (2) of 

this section, the number exists in the records of the bureau of 

motor vehicles and is associated with the first name, last name, 

and date of birth that appear in the voter registration record. 

but the residence address that appears in the records of the 

bureau of motor vehicles is not the same as the residence 

address that appears in the voter registration record. 

(c) The record contains the last four digits of a social 

security number, but one of the following applies: 

(i) Those digits do not exist in the records of the United 

States social security administration. 

(ii) Those digits exist in the records of the United 

States social security administration but are not associated 

with the first name, last name, and date of birth that appear in 

the voter registration record. 

(iii) Those digits exist in the records of the United 

States social security administration, and are associated with 

the first name. last name. and date of birth that appear in the 

voter registration record, but available records from the bureau 

of motor vehicles indicate that the registrant has a current and 

valid Ohio driver's license or state identification number, and 

that the number is not in the voter registration record. 

(2) The report shall exclude any voter registration record 

described in division (E) (1) (b) (iii) belonging to an elector to 

whom either of the following applies: 

(a) The elector is a participant in the address 

confidentiality program described in sections 171.41 to 111.99 
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of the Revised Code. 

(b) The elector is a designated public service worker, as 

described in section 149.43 of the Revised Code, and one of the 

following applies: 

(i\ The elector has submitted a redaction request to the 

secretary of state or to the board of elections under section 

149.45 of the Revised Code. 

(ii) It is otherwise apparent from the elector's voter 

registration record or from the records of the bureau of motor 

vehicles that the elector is a designated public service worker. 

(3\ The board of elections shall proceed under section 

3503.202 of the Revised Code not later than two weeks after 

receiving the report. 

(4\ Subject to div~sion (Al (2} of section 3503.13 of the 

Revised Code, the secretary of state shall make the information 

in each report available to the public on the secretary of 

state's official web site. 

(F\ (1) The secretary of state shall adopt rules under 

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to establish a uniform method 

for addressing instances in which records contained in the 

statewide voter registration database do not conform with 

records maintained by a~ agency, state, or group of states 

described in division (B) or (C) of this section. That method 

shall prohibit an elector's voter registration from being 

canceled on the sole basis that the information in the 

registration record does not conform to records maintained by 

such an agency. 

(2) Information provided under division (B) or (C) of this 

section for maintenance of the statewide voter registration 
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database shall not be used to update the name or address of a 

registered elector. The name or address of a registered elector 

shall only be updated as a result of the elector's actions in 

filing a notice of change of name, change of address, or both. 

(3) l'c-Except as otherwise provided in section 3503.201 of 

the Revised Code, a board of elections shall contact a 

registered elector pursuant to the rules adopted under division 

(E) (1) (F) (1) of this section to verify the accuracy of the 

information in the statewide voter registration database 

regarding that elector if that information does not conform with 

information provided under division (B) or (C) of this section 

and the discrepancy would affect the elector's eligibility to 

cast a regular ballot. 

Sec. 3503.152. The secretary of state shall conduct frft­

annual a monthly review of the statewide voter registration 

database, and shall conduct a review immediately after the 

deadline to register to vote in an election, for each election, 

to identify pe,;sons individuals who appea,; net are verified to 

be United States citizens, as follows: 

(A) The secretary of state shall compare the information 

in the statewide voter registration database witi the 

information the secretary of state obtains from the bureau of 

motor vehicles and other approved sources under section 3503.151 

of the Revised Code to identify any ~e,;sen all individuals who 

deeo all of the followin~, i1t the fellettiit~ erclcr. 

( 1) St>bHtita eleet>fflcntatien te the bt1Eeat1 ef mete,; , ehieles 

that inelieates that the ~e,;sen is net a Uniteel States eiti•en, 

(2) Regiatera te , ete, submits a , ete,; registJcatieR ehange 

of :1=esideriec el:' change af name form, o:e votes in tflio state; 

Page 41 

1148 

1149 

1150 

1151 

1152 

1153 

1154 

1155 

1156 

1157 

1158 

1159 

1160 

1161 

1162 

1163 

1164 

1165 

1166 

1167 

1168 

1169 

1170 

1171 

1172 

1173 

1174 

1175 

1176 

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000044



Sub. H. B. No. 552 
I_ 135_2466-5 

(3) Gt>btt,H:s deee,meRte.tie" te U,e ee,i,ee,e, ef ffietei, ,chicles 

that iflelieateo that tfle peroeh ia Het. a are verif~ed to be 

United States eitiz!eRcitizens. The individual 1 s information in 

the statewide voter registration database shall be updated to 

indicate whether the individual is a verified United States 

citizen or not a verified United States citizen. 

-f&r/B) (1) The secretary of state shall send a report to 

each board of elections of the individuals residing in the 

county who have been identified under division (A) of this 

section and shall make the report available to the public, and 

the report shall include the following: 

(a) Individuals that have been identified as not being a 

verified United States citizen, who were not included in the 

previous report, or who had no citizenship indication in the 

previous report; 

lb) Individuals that have been identified as not being a 

verified United States citizen, who were previously identified 

as a verified United States citizen, including individuals who 

are no longer United States citizens; 

(c) Individuals who were identified as not being a 

verified United States citizen in the previous report, or who 

had no citizenship indication in the previous report, who have 

been identified as a United States citizen, including the date 

of verification, and whether the information regarding 

citizenship verification source and evidence of citizenship is 

missing; 

Id) Individuals that have been identified as not being a 

verified United States citizen, or being a verified United 

States citizen, if there is no longer an indication of 

Page42 

1177 

1178 

1179 

1180 

1181 

1182 

1183 

1184 

1185 

1186 

1187 

1188 

1189 

1190 

1191 

1192 

1193 

1194 

1195 

1196 

1197 

1198 

1199 

1200 

1201 

1202 

1203 

1204 

1205 

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000045



Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

citizenship. 

(2) The board of elections and the secretarv of state 

shall review each report and investigate any irregularities. The 

board of elections shall make necessary updates to the voter 

registration database within two weeks after receiving each 

report. including both of the following: 

(a) Changing an individual's information to reflect that 

an individual has or has not been verified as a United States 

citizen, as applicable. If the individual has been verified as a 

United States citizen. the date the individual was verified. the 

type of evidence used to verify citizenship, and the citizenship 

verification source. If the individual is not a verified United 

States citizen, marking the individual's name in the official 

registration list and in the poll list or signatcre pollbook to 

indicate that the individual must vote by provisional ballot. 

and the reason why. 

(b) Removing a provisional ballot indication for any 

individual that has been verified as a United States citizen. if 

the database indicates that the only reason the individual was 

required to cast a provisional ballot was that the individual 

was not verified as a United States citizen. 

(3) The board of elections shall send a written notice to 

each pefsen individual that has been identified as not being a 

verified United States citizen under division (A) of this 

section, which shall inform the individual that the individual 

must cast a provisional ballot until the applicant's citizenship 

can be verified, instructing the peroefl individual either to 

eenfifm that the pefsen is a u,,ited States citizen provide proof 

of citizenship to the board of elections of the county in which 

the individual resides or to submit a completed voter 
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registration cancellation form to the seeretar] ef state board. 

The seeretar] ef state board shall include a blank voter 

registration cancellation form with the notice as well as an 

information sheet, as prescribed by the secretary of state 

explaining why the individual has not been verified as a United 

States citizen, and what steps the individual can take to be 

verified as a United States citizen. The information sheet shall 

include all of the following information: 

la) Proof of Unitea States citizenship can be provided to 

the board of elections any time before an election, and within 

four days after an election, and once the board verifies United 

States citizenship, the board will remove the indication that 

the individual must cast a provisional ballot, unless there are 

other reasons the individual must cast a provisional ballot; 

(bl Instructions on how to obtain evidence of United 

States citizenship, such as a passport or birth certificate, or 

how to request a hearing before the board of elections to 

establish United States citizenship under section 3503.012 of 

the Revised Code for individuals who believe the individual is 

a United States citizen, but lacks evidence to verify; 

(cl Guidance on how to obtain a free state identification 

card with verified United States citizenship status through the 

bureau of motor vehicles; 

Id) Information on how the board of elections' expanded 

disability and confined services program will accept evidence of 

proof of citizenship; 

le) How to contact the board of elections with questions; 

(f) When conducting the first comprehensive citizen review 

of the statewide voter registration database after the effective 
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date of this amendment. an additional pamphlet prescribed by the 

secretary of state explaining why the individual is receiving a 

notice requesting proof of citizenship and why the additional 

information is necessary to provide secure and accurate voter 

rolls. H 

(4) If the individual provides proof of cit"zenship to the 

board of elections, the board promptly shall record that fact. 

and the evidence verifyir,g United States citizenship, in the 

individual's registration record, including the citizenship 

verification source and the date the individual's citizenship 

was verified, and notify the secretary of state. The board shall 

attempt to determine the authenticity of the evidence of proof 

of citizenship using information from the bureau of motor 

vehicles or other sources under section 3503.151 of the Revised 

Code. and if the board cannot verify that the individual is a 

United States citizen. the board shall send a notice to the 

individual, notify the secretary of state. and refer the matter 

to an appropriate prosecuting authority. If the board verifies 

that the individual is a United States citizen. the board shall 

proceed under division (B) of section 3503.201 of the Revised 

Code. 

(5) If the individual cancels the individual's voter 

registration, the board promptly shall notify the secretary of 

state and refer the matter to an appropriate prosecuting 

authority. 

(C) If, within thirty days after the first notice is sent 

under division (B) of this section. the ~ersoh individual fails 

to yeoponel. te the accYcta:1=1 ef state iri the ffiB:Ithe:E el:eacri19eel ifl 

t9.i o ioiefl (C) er (D) of this oeetien fiGt late:e thah thirt3 ela3 o 

after the rietiee io seflt provide proof of citizenship to the 
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board of elections or cancel the person's voter registration, 

the seei,etai, 1 ef state board promptly shall send th€ pe,eses 

individual a second notice and form. 

(C) If, set latei, thall siJ<t 1 da 1s aftei, the fii,st setiee 

is sent, a Js:,eroen ,,he iB se1tt a rietiee under div ioien. (B) ef 

this seeties ,eespe!ids te the seei,etai, 1 ef state, eellfi,ernill~ Uiat 

the pe,eseR is a U1tited States eiti2es, the seei,etai, 1 ef state 

oflall take Be actieFl ee11eeriting the person's veter regiatratiott. 

(D) Ii, fle'E later tfiaft sintJ ela3s aftcE the fi:eot notice 

..1as ocfl:t, a 1:9ersen 011he receivea a r1otiee under el:ivioiefl (D) ef 

tftio sectieFt sends a eempleted veter regiotratien eancellatiefl 

fei,rn te the seei,etai, 1 ef state, the seei,etai, 1 ef state shall 

iRsti,uet the beai,d ef eleetiells ef the eeullt 1 ill "hieh the 

1:9eroon is re~iotcreel: te ea11ccl tfie rieroofl's regiotratieR. 

-fE+-(D) (1) If a persell "he is sest , within thirty days 

after a second notice is sent under division -fBt-Kl_of this 

section the -individual fails to reapesd te the secreter, ef 

state ill the rnaflRe,e dese,eibed ill db isieR (C) e,e (D) ef this 

seetieR set latei, thaR thii,t 1 da.1s aftei, the seeelld 11etiee is 

'freft'E' provide proof of citizenship to the board of elections or 

cancel the individual's voter registration, the aecretar1 ef 

state board shall refer the matter to the attei,ne 1 gene~al 

secretary of state and the appropriate prosecuting authority for 

further investigation and possible prosecution under section 

3599.11, 3599.12, 3599.13, or any other applicable section of 

the Revised Code. H,-

(2) If, after the thii,tieth da.1 aftei, the seeend Retiee is 

-seftt' secretary of state refers a person to the appropriate 

prosecuting authority under di vision (D) (1) of this section, the 

peraeR aerida a eett,pleted individual provides proof of 
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citizenship to the board of elections or cancels the 

individual 1 s voter registration eancellation fe:i::Rt to 'ehc 

aeeretarJ of state, the aeere=EarJ of at.ate shall iflatruet 1::1.9:C 

board of elcetieflo of tfl:e eo1:1Rt}, i19: 'i!1thiefl: the f)Cf'SOh io 

registereei ta eafteel the f3C:Eson•a Ye~iatratior1 awi shall notify 

the attorfl.CJ general secretary of state and the prosecuting 

authority of the ea1teellatieft that fact. 

(F) The aecyetar} of sta'ee shall het eeflduct t:he re u ic..r 

eteaeribed iR this aectiefl el1:1ring the ftiflet} da) a itttfflediatcl} 

f3reeeelihg a 19:eifflarJ er ':JCfl:CYal electioit fol:' fecleYal office. 

Sec. 3503.153. (A) The statewide voter registration 

database shall be made available on a web site of the office of 

the secretary of state as follows: 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (A) (2) of 

this section, the follow~ng information from the statewide voter 

registration database regarding a registered elector shall be 

made available on the web site: 

(a) The elector 1 s name; 

(b) The elector 1 s birth date; 

(c) The elector's current residence address; 

(d) The elector's precinct number; 

(e) The elector's voter registration date, as described 

division (C) (9) of section 3503.15 of the Revised Code; 

(f) The elector's voting history, includina the date of 

each election, the political party for primary elections, and 

in 

the type of ballot each elector casts as described in division 

(C) (10) of section 3503.15 of the Revised Code; 
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(g) The elector's last activity date, as described in 

division (C) (11) of section 3503.15 of the Revised CodeL 

(h) Whether the elector was required to cast a provisional 

ballot in the most recent election the elector voted in and the 

reason the elector was required to cast a provisional ballot, 

which may include the following, but which shall be removed if 

that ballot was subsequently counted under section 3505.183 of 

the Revised Code; 

(i) The acknowledgement notice under section 3503.152 of 

the Revised Code was returned undeliverable. 

(ii) The elector has not provided verifiable proof of 

United States citizenship. 

(iii) The elector's driver's license number, state 

identification number, or the last four digits of the elector's 

social security number could not be verified or does not match 

the number found in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles 

or the records from any citizenship verification source. 

(iv) The elector's residence address is not valid. 

(i) Whether the elector registered to vote with a federal 

or state form; 

(j) Whether or not the elector has been verified as a 

United States citizen and, if so, the date the elector was 

verified as a United States citizen under section 3503.201 of 

the Revised Code, the evidence the elector used as proof of 

citizenship, and the citizenship verification source. 

(2) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or 

general election, the web site interface of the statewide voter 

registration database shall permit an elector to search for the 
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polling location at which that elector may cast a ballot. 

(3) No information in the statewide voter registration 

database that is exempt from disclosure under division (A) (2) of 

section 3503.13 of the Revised Code shall be made available on 

the web site. 

(4) The web site shall have the contact information for 

all boards of elections in this state, as well as information on 

how to verify citizenship for the purposes of voter registration 

and information about actions that may be taken to remove a 

provisional ballot indication and cast a regular ballot instead 

of a provisional ballot. 

(B) (1) The secretary of state shall establish, by rule 

adopted under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, a process for 

boards of elections to notify the secretary of state of changes 

in the locations of precinct polling places for the purpose of 

updating the information made available on the secretary of 

state's web site under di vision (A) (2) of this section. Those 

rules shall require a board of elections, during the thirty days 

before the day of a primary or general election, to notify the 

secretary of state within one business day of any change to the 

location of a precinct polling place within the county. 

(2) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or 

general election, not later than one business day after 

receiving a notification from a county pursuant to division (B) 

(1) of this section that the location of a precinct polling 

place has changed, the secretary of state shall update that 

information on the secretary of state's web site for the purpose 

of division (A) (2) of this section. 

Sec. 3503.16. (A) Except as otherwise prov~ded in division 
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(E) of section 111.44 of the Revised Code, whenever a registered 

elector changes the place of residence of that registered 

elector from one precinct to another within a cou~ty or from one 

county to another, or has a change of name, that registered 

elector shall report the change by delivering a change of 

residence or change of name form, whichever is appropriate, as 

prescribed by the secretary of state under section 3503.14 of 

the Revised Code to the state or local office of a designated 

agency, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, the office of the county treasurer, the office of the 

secretary of state, any office of the registrar or deputy 

registrar of motor vehicles, or any office of a board of 

elections in person or by a third person. Any voter 

registration, change of address, or change of name application, 

returned by mail, may be sent only to the secretary of state or 

the board of elections. 

A registered elector also may update the registration of 

that registered elector by filing a change of residence or 

change of name form on the day of a special, primary, or general 

election at the polling place in the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides or at the board of elections or at 

another site designated by the board. 

(D) (1) (a) Aft') Eegiolcefeel eleelcef ,,he ffle,eo "iH1ifl a 

preeinet on ef priol'. to i:::he el:aJ of a 13erie:Eal, pre maf.'J, oY 

aE9eeial electieri and has Fl.et filecl a hetice ef chan~e ef 

:l::'eai8:enee .. ith tfl.e bearel ef electieria ma] o ate iI1 tflat elcctiefl 

193 '30iflg ta that YegiateYeel electer 1 a aaaigfleel pelliflg place, 

ceftt19leting aria aigttiitg: a netice ef chaflge ef .1=eaideflcc, ahe,1iflg: 

phete identifieatieh, anel casting a ballet. 

(l5) An) Yeg=iateYecl eleeter whe ehaflgea the naR,e ef that 
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re~iat.ereel electe:E and Yemaina within a preei11ct. 6ft er prie:E ta 

the ela:y ef a ~efleral, prirnar}, er Bf3eeial electiefl aflel has FJ:Gt 

fileel a netiee ef ehah~e ef uame ><ith the l9eai,el e£ eleetie,.a may 

vete ifl that eleetiou 13} ,gei1±~ ta tflat re,giotcYc6: elector's 

aooi~fl9:Cel polli1t,g J9lace, eeffi19letin:g aitel: aignin~ a Retiee cf a 

change ef I1artte, and. caatih,g a pre v iaiehal Ballet 1:119.cler scct.ien 

358S.181 ef the Reviseel CeE:i.e. If t.he re,gistereel electof previeles 

·~o the preciitet electieh efficials l"'reef ef a legal flilfttC cfl.afl:~e, 

suefl as a marriage licehse Cf ceurt ardor that iI'lcludes the 

elector I a ct1rf'cnt ancl prier Rafttcs, the elccter tttaJ eemplcte aREi 

si,gfl a Rat.ice cf ehaB,ge ef name a!id. cast a re~ular ballet. 

-frl-lfil Any registered elector who moves fi,effi efte .19i,eeiuet 

te anethe:E within a county, does not move but changes the 

elector's name, or moves frore orie r,Y:ecirict=: to a11ot=:her within a 

county and changes the name of that registered elector on or 

prior to the day of a general, primary, or special election and 

has not filed a notice of change of residence or change of name, 

whichever is appropriate, with the board of elections may vote 

in that election if that registered elector complies with 

division (G) of this section or does all of the following: 

-ta+-J.lLAppears at aw 9time any time during regular 

business hours on or after the twenty-eighth day prior to the 

election in which that registered elector wishes to vote or, if 

the election is held on the day of a presidential primary 

election, the twenty-fifth day prior to the election, through 

noon of the Saturday prior to the election at the office of the 

board of elections, appears at any time during regular business 

hours on the Monday prior to the election at the office of the 

board of elections, or appears on the day of the election at 

either of the following locations: 
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-t±+-1£.LThe polling place for the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides; 

(ii) JhLThe office of the board of elections or, if 

pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code 

the board has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections. 

-fb+-.Lll_Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot 

envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence 

or change of name, whichever is appropriate; 

-tet-.Ll.LVotes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 

of the Revised Code at the polling place, at the office of the 

board of elections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 

3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated another 

location in the county at which registered electors may vote, at 

that other location instead of the office of the board of 

elections, whichever is appropriate, using the address to which 

that registered elector has moved or the name of that registered 

elector as changed, whichever is appropriate; 

-fclt-l.1l_Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that that registered 

elector moved or had a change of name, whichever is appropriate, 

on or prior to the day of the election, has voted a provisional 

ballot at the polling place for the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides, at the office of the board of 

elections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of 

the Revised Code the board has designated another location in 

the county at which registered electors may vote, at that other 

location instead of the office of the board of elections, 
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whichever is appropriate, and will not vote or attempt to vote 

at any other location for that particular election. 

(C) Any registered elector who moves from one county to 

another county within the state on or prior to the day of a 

general, primary, or special election and has not registered to 

vote in the county to which that registered elector moved may 

vote in that election if that registered elector complies with 

division (G) of this section or does all of the following: 

(1) Appears at any time during regular business hours on 

or after the twenty-eighth day prior to the election in which 

that registered elector wishes to vote or, if the election is 

held on the day of a presidential primary election, the twenty­

fifth day prior to the election, through noon of the Saturday 

prior to the election at the office of the board of elections 

or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the 

Revised Code the board has designated another location in the 

county at which registered electors may vote, at that other 

location instead of the office of the board of elections, 

appears during regular business hours on the Monday prior to the 

election at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant 

to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board 

has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections, or appears on the day of 

the election at the office of the board of elections or, if 

pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code 

the board has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections; 

(2) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 
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falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot 

envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence; 

(3) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code at the office of the board of elections or, if 

pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code 

the board has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections, using the address to which 

that registered elector has moved; 

(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that that registered 

elector has moved from one county to another county within the 

state on or prior to the day of the election, has voted at the 

office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to division (C) 

of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated 

another location in the county at which registered electors may 

vote, at that other location instead of the office of the board 

of elections, and will not vote or attempt to vote at any other 

location for that particular election. 

(D) A person who votes by absent voter's ballots pursuant 

to division (G) of this section shall not make written 

application for the ballots pursuant to Chapter 3509. of the 

Revised Code. Ballots cast pursuant to division (G) of this 

section shall be set aside in a special envelope and counted 

during the official canvass of votes in the manner provided for 

in sections 3505.32 and 3509.06 of the Revised Code insofar as 

that manner is applicable. The board shall examine the pollbooks 

to verify that no ballot was cast at the polls or by absent 

voter's ballots under Chapter 3509. or 3511. of the Revised Code 

by an elector who has voted by absent voter's ballots pursuant 
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to division (G) of this section. Any ballot determined to be 

insufficient for any of the reasons stated above or stated in 

section 3509.07 of the Revised Code shall not be counted. 

Subject to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised 

Code, a board of elections may lease or otherwise acquire a site 

different from the office of the board at which registered 

electors may vote pursuant to division (B) or (C) of this 

section. 

(E) Upon receiving a notice of change of residence or 

change of name, the board of elections shall irttffleeliatelJ 3eI9:cl 

\:he ,:egisl:i,aftl: ofl aekfle,.leelgftleitl: Ite\:iee. If \:he ehaitge sf 

Yeoielence or change of naffle notice is o aliel, =the Bear el shall 

t1pdate the veter's registration as af:)J?repriate. If that. fGJ:?ffi io 

iriemnplcte, the boa):?el oflall inferm t:fle :eegiotraflt i1t the 

aekr1ou.lcelgrneut: r1otice opeeifieel ifi this eli o is ion of the 

iRfonnatioft 11eecooar1 to COHtf)lcte er t1pelatc that :r:egiot:eari1:: 1 s 

regisl:ral:ien process it in accordance with section 3503.201 of 

the Revised Code. 

(F) Change of residence and change of name forms shall be 

available at each polling place, and when these forms are 

completed, noting changes of residence or name, as appropriate, 

they shall be filed with election officials at the polling 

place. Election officials shall return completed forms, together 

with the pollbooks and tally sheets, to the board of elections. 

The board of elections shall provide change of residence 

and change of name forms to the probate court and court of 

common pleas. The court shall provide the forms to any person 

eighteen years of age or older who has a change of name by order 

of the court or who applies for a marriage license. The court 

shall forward all completed forms to the board of elections 
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within five days after receiving them. 

(G) A registered elector who otherwise would qualify to 

vote under division (B) or (C) of this section but is unable to 

appear at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant 

to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board 

has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location, on account 

of personal illness, physical disability, or infirmity, may vote 

on the day of the election if that registered elector does all 

of the following: 

(1) Makes a written application on a form prescribed by 

the secretary of state that includes all of the information 

required under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code to the 

appropriate board for an absent voter's ballot on or after the 

twenty-seventh day prior to the election in which the registered 

elector wishes to vote through the close of business on the 

seventh day prior to that election and requests that the absent 

voter's ballot be sent to the address to which the registered 

elector has moved if the registered elector has moved, or to the 

address of that registered elector who has not moved but has had 

a change of name; 

(2) Declares that the registered elector has moved or had 

a change of name, whichever is appropriate, and otherwise is 

qualified to vote under the circumstances described in division 

(B) or (C) of this section, whichever is appropriate, but that 

the registered elector is unable to appear at the board of 

elections because of personal illness, physical disability, or 

infirmity; 

(3) Completes and returns along with the completed absent 

voter's ballot a notice of change of residence indicating the 
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address to which the registered elector has moved, or a notice 

of change of name, whichever is appropriate; 

(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that the registered elector 

has moved or had a change of name on or prior to the day before 

the election, has voted by absent voter's ballot because of 

personal illness, physical disability, or infirmicy that 

prevented the registered elector from appearing at the board of 

elections, and will not vote or attempt to vote at any other 

location or by absent voter's ballot mailed to any other 

location or address for that particular election. 

Sec. 3503.19. (A) Persons qualified to register or to 

change their registration because of a change of address or 

change of name may register or change their registration in 

person at any state or local office of a designated agency, at 

the office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, at a public high school or vocational school, at a 

public library, at the office of a county treasurer, or at a 

branch office established by the board of elections, or in 

person, through another person, or by mail at the office of the 

secretary of state or at the office of a board of elections. A 

registered elector may also change the elector's registration on 

election day at any polling place where the elector is eligible 

to vote, in the manner provided under section 3503.16 of the 

Revised Code. 

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the 

office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, or the office of a county treasurer shall transmit any 

voter registration application or change of registration form 
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that it receives to the board of elections of the county in 

which the state or local office is located, within five days 

after receiving the voter registration application or change of 

registration form. 

An otherwise valid voter registration application that is 

returned to the appropriate office other than by ~ail must be 

received by a state or local office of a designated agency, the 

office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, the office of a county treasurer, the office of the 

secretary of state, or the office of a board of elections no 

later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or 

general election for the person to qualify as an elector 

eligible to vote at that election. An otherwise valid 

registration application received after that day entitles the 

elector to vote at all subsequent elections. 

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the 

office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, or the office of a county treasurer shall date stamp a 

registration application or change of name or change of address 

form it receives using a date stamp that does not disclose the 

identity of the state or local office that receives the 

registration. 

Voter registration applications, if otherwise valid, that 

are returned by mail to the office of the secretary of state or 

to the office of a board of elections must be postmarked no 

later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or 

general election in order for the person to qualify as an 

elector eligible to vote at that election. If an otherwise valid 
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voter registration application that is returned by mail does not 

bear a postmark or a legible postmark, the registration shall be 

valid for that election if received by the office of the 

secretary of state or the office of a board of elections no 

later than twenty-five days preceding any special, primary, or 

general election. 

(B) (1) Any person may apply in person, by telephone, by 

~ail, or through another person for voter registration forms to 

the office of the secretary of state or the office of a board of 

elections. An individual who is eligible to vote as a uniformed 

services voter or an overseas voter in accordance with 42 U.S.C. 

1973ff-6 also may apply for voter registration forms by 

electronic means to the office of the secretary cf state or to 

the board of elections of the county in which the person's 

voting residence is located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the 

Revised Code. 

(2) (a) An applicant may return the applicant's completed 

registration form in person or by mail to any state or local 

office of a designated agency, to a public high school or 

vocational school, to a public library, to the office of a 

county treasurer, to the office of the secretary of state, or to 

the office of a board of elections. An applicant who is eligible 

to vote as a uniformed services voter or an overseas voter in 

accordance with 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6 also may return the 

applicant's completed voter registration form electronically to 

the office of the secretary of state or to the board of 

elections of the county in which the person 1 s voting residence 

is located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the Revised Code. 

(b) Subject to division (B) (2) (c) of this section, an 

applicant may return the applicant's completed registration form 
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through another person to any board of elections or the office 

of the secretary of state. 

(c) A person who receives compensation for registering a 

voter shall return any registration form entrusted to that 

person by an applicant to any board of elections or to the 

office of the secretary of state. 

(d) If a board of elections or the office of the secretary 

of state receives a registration form under division (B) (2) (b) 

or (c) of this section before the thirtieth day before an 

election, the board or the office of the secretary of state, as 

applicable, shall forward the registration to the board of 

elections of the county in which the applicant is seeking to 

register to vote within ten days after receiving the 

application. If a board of elections or the office of the 

secretary of state receives a registration form under division 

(B) (2) (b) or (c) of this section on or after the thirtieth day 

before an election, the board or the office of the secretary of 

state, as applicable, shall forward the registration to the 

board of elections of the county in which the applicant is 

seeking to register to vote within thirty days after that 

election. 

(C) (1) l.(;_J_ A board of elections that receives a voter 

registration application aflel is satisfieel as te the ti,utlt ef the 

stateHtenta Htaele ifl the i,egistratiefl ferHt shall register the 

sr,f)liesllt Ret l;oter H,an t,,enty busiResa ela1 s after reeei oiRg 

process the application, Bfllcao tflat application ia received 

eluring t!,e thh t 1 ela} a iftlf!teeliatel 1 flI eeeeling the ela) ef an 

eleetiefl in accordance with section 3503.201 of the Revised 

Code. '!'he l9earel shall flr6Rtfltl 1 netif 1 the af)r,lieallt in ,,,,iting 

ef each ef tl,e felle,ditg. 
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(a) 'l'he a;e13lieant I s ieegistratie11, 

(b) 'l'he 13reei!,et ifl ,,J,iel, t!,e a!'!'liea11t is te ,ete, 

(e) 111 bela t 3l'e as felle"s. 

"Voters fflUS'E Bring 1.3hote identification 'Ee the 1=3ells iB 

era.er te , erif 3 iaeutit 1 . Vetere ,,he ae flet !'tea oiae !'hate 

iaentifieatieu ,,ill still be able te , ate b 1 caetiflg a 

provioiortal ballot." 

'!'he 11etifieatian shall be by fle11fer,,araeble mail. If the 

mail is ieettlr11ea te the beara, it shell in,eetigate aflcl eatlse 

tl,e 11etifieatian te be aeli,erea ta the ee1eieeet eaarese. 

( 2) If, afte1e in, estigatiflg as tee€ftli1eea tinaer ah ioien (C) 

(1) ef this oeetiefl, the beara is tlfleble te ,erit, tJ,e ,eter 1 s 

correct aclel:reoo, it shall cause the \oteE 13 name in the efficial 

re<Jistratie11 list a11a ifl the ;eell list e, ei')nature !'ellbeek te 

be m,u,Jeea te iflclieate H,at the ,eter 'a fletifieatiefl ,,as returuea 

te the beara. 

At the first eleetien at ,,hieh a ¾ eter whese flame has beeft 

se markea al9l9ears te , ate, the , eter shall be re€ftlirea te rnte 

b 1 ;ere,isieflal ballet tlflcler seetiefl 3505.181 ef tl,e Re,isea 

Ceae. If the l're,isiaftal ballet is ee,rntea !'tlrstleflt te aioisiefl 

(B) (3) ef seetieu 3505 .183 ef the Rcoisea Ceae, the beara shall 

correct that voter 1 a rcgiotratien, if r1ecclcel., aflel.. shall reffle v e 

tl,e iflclieatiefl tl,at the ,, eter I s netifieatien was rettirnea frem 

that , eter I s 11att,e 011 the affieial re')istratie11 list ana eu the 

;eell list ei, sigflattu:e pellbeek. If the l9re,ieie!lal ballet is 

,wt cem,tecl !'tnst1ant te aioisiefl (Bl ( 4) (a) (i), hl, er (vi) ef 

sectiefl 3505.183 ef the Revisea Ce,k, the ,eter's regieti,atian 

slrnll be caneeleel. 'l'Le beai,a shall fletif 1 the , eter b'.! Ufliteea 

States mail of the caReellatieh. 
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(3) If a 1,etiee ef the clispesitien ef an ethcrwisc ,alid 

rctsistratio:fl application io sent:. bJ fleflfor,,ard:alele tt,ail aad io 

rcttnlicd m,clclivered, tfte perseh shall be registered as pre, ided 

i,; clivisie,i (C) (2) of tflis seetie,i and sel'lt a ee,i"irmatieR 

Raticc lsy fen,ardable mail. If the pcrseR fails te respel'ld ta 

~fie confinnatiofl flBtice, ~pdate the person's registration, or 

~etc by predsio!lal ballet as previdcd ih dioisien (C) (2) ef 

this scctiaft ifl ,my eleetiefl duriflg the peried ef t,m federal 

elcetieus subsequcflt te the mailiflg ef iehe eeafirmaieieit aeieicc, 

the perseft 1 S registratiea s})all be e&hcelcd. 

Sec. 3503.201. (A) When the board of elections receives a 

voter registration application or a notice of change of address 

or change of name that is complete, the board shall verify 

whether the applicant is a United States citizen by doing one of 

the following: 

(1) If the applicant has provided the number of the 

applicant's Ohio driver's license or state identification card 

or if the applicant's voter registration record already contains 

that number, confirming, using information obtained from the 

bureau of motor vehicles or from other sources under section 

3503.151 of the Revised Code, that the aPPlicant has submitted 

documentation to the bureau that indicates that the applicant is 

a United States citizen. 

(2) If the applicant has provided the last four digits of 

the applicant's social security number, confirming, using 

information obtained from any source listed in division (FF) of 

section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, that indicates the 

applicant is a United States citizen. 

(3) Determining that the applicant's existing voter 

registration record obtained from the statewide voter 
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registration database indicates that a board of elections has 

previously verified the applicant as a United Sta~es citizen. 

(B) (1) If the board is able to verify the applicant's 

Jnited States citizenship under division (A) (1) of this section, 

the application is complete, and the board is satisfied as to 

the truth of the statements made in the registration form, the 

board shall register the applicant or update the applicant's 

registration and shall indicate whether the applicant registered 

using a federal or state voter registration form, the evidence 

used as proof of citizenship, the citizenship verification 

source, and the date on which the applicant 1 s citizenship was 

verified, and shall, if applicable, remove any indications that 

the applicant must cast a provisional ballot as long as no other 

reasons exist that the applicant must cast a provisional ballot, 

not later than twenty business days after receiving the 

application, unless that application is received during the 

thirty days immediately preceding the day of an election, and 

promptly shall send the applicant an acknowledgment notice. 

(2) The acknowledgment notice shall include all of the 

following information: 

(a) The fact that the elector has been registered to vote 

or has had the elector's registration updated, as applicable; 

(b) The precinct in which the elector is to vote; 

(c) In bold type as follows: 

"Voters must bring photo identification to the polls in 

order to verify identity. Voters who do not provide photo 

identification will still be able to vote by casting a 

provisional ballot. If a voter recently became a United States 

citizen, the voter must provide the voter's naturalization 
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certificate to the bureau of motor vehicles and have the voter 1 s 

driver 1 s license or state identification updated in order to 

cast a regular ballot. Otherwise, the voter must present a 

current and valid United States passport or passport card, or a 

United States military identification card, Ohio national guard 

identification card, or United States department of veterans 

affairs identification card. Failure to update driver's license 

or state identification, or to present any of the identification 

listed above, may result in a requirement to vote 

provisionally." 

(3) The board promptly shall send the acknowledgment 

notice by nonforwardable mail. If the acknowledgment notice is 

returned to the board as undeliverable. it shall investigate and 

cause the acknowledgment notice to be delivered to the correct 

address. 

(4) If, after investigating as required under division (B) 

(3) of this section. the board is unable to verify the elector's 

correct address. it shall proceed under section 3503.202 of the 

Revised Code. 

(C) If the board is unable to verify the applicant's 

United States citizenship under division (A) of this section or 

if the application is otherwise incomplete, the board promptly 

shall proceed under divisions (B) (2), (B) (3), (C), and (D) of 

section 3503.152 of the Revised Code. 

(D) If the board determines that the applicant appears not 

to be eligible to vote, the board shall reject the form and 

refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney of the county for 

investigation. 

Sec. 3503.202. (A) When either of the following occurs, 
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the board of elections shall send the elector a confirmation 

notice and shall mark the elector's name in the o~ficial 

cegistration list and in the poll list or signature pollbook to 

indicate that the elector must vote by provisional ballot, and 

the reason why: 

(1) The board determines that it is unable to verify an 

elector 1 s residence address, as described in division (B) (4) of 

section 3503.201 of the Revised Code. 

(2) (a) The board receives a report from the secretary of 

state under division (E) of section 3503.151 of the Revised Code 

indicating that the board must verify the elector's Ohio 

driver's license or state identification card number, the last 

four digits of the elector's social security number, or the 

elector's residence address. 

(b) The board shall not follow the procedures of division 

(A) (2) (a) of this section on the basis that an elector appears 

in a report indicating that the board must verify the elector's 

residence address if it is apparent to the board that the 

elector is a participant in the address confidentiality program 

described in sections 111.41 to 111.99 of the Revised Code or is 

a designated public service worker as described in section 

149.43 of the Revised Code. 

(c) Upon receiving notice in a subsequent report under 

division (A) (2) (a) of this section that an elector's residence 

address in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles has been 

updated to match the elector's residence address in the voter 

registration record, the board shall remove the indication that 

the elector must vote by provisional ballot for that reason and 

shall remove the indication that the elector must vote by 

provisional ballot if no other reasons exist that require the 
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elector to cast a provisional ballot. 

(Bl (1) If the board must verify an elector's residence 

address, and the elector provides a valid residence address to 

the board before the elector next appears to vote, the board 

shall correct the elector's registration, if needed, and shall 

remove the indication that the elector must vote by provisional 

ballot for that reason and shall remove the indication that the 

elector must vote by provisional ballot if no other reasons 

exist that require the elector to cast a provisional ballot. 

(21 If the board must verify an elector's Ohio driver's 

license or state identification card number or the last four 

digits of the elector's social security number, and the elector 

provides at least one of the following to the board before the 

elector next appears to vote, the board shall correct the 

elector's registration, if needed, and shall remove the 

indication that the elector must vote by Provisional ballot for 

that reason and shall remove the indication that the elector 

must vote by provisional ballot if no other reasons exist that 

require the elector to cast a provisional ballot: 

(a) An Ohio driver's license or state identification card 

number that exists in the records of the bureau of motor 

vehicles and is associated with the elector's first name, last 

name, and date of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of state; 

(b) The last four digits of a social security number that 

exists in the records of the United States social security 

administration and is associated with the elector's first name, 

last name, and date of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of 

state; 

(c) A correction to the elector's first name, last name, 
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or date of birth in the elector's registration record such that 

the number in the elector's registration record meets the 

requirements of division (B) (2) (a) or (b) of this section, as 

applicable, as confirmed by the secretary of state. 

(C) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (Bl of 

this section, at any election at which the elector appears to 

vote. the elector shall vote by provisional ballot under section 

3505.181 of the Revised Code. 

(2) If the board must verify the elector's Ohio driver's 

license or state identification card number or the last four 

digits of the elector's social security number, then in order 

for the elector's provisional ballot to be eligible to be 

counted, in addition to meeting all other requirements described 

in division (B) {3) of section 3505.183 of the Revised Code. the 

elector shall provide at least one of the following on the 

provisional ballot affimation or shall appear in person at the 

office of the board within four days after the day of the 

election and provide at least one of the following: 

(a} An Ohio driver's license or state identification card 

that exists in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles and 

is associated with the elector's first name, last name, and date 

of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of state; 

(b) The last four digits of a social security number that 

exists in the records of the United States social security 

administration and is associated with the elector's first name, 

last name. and date of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of 

state; 

{c) A correction to the elector's first name, last name, 

or date of birth in the elector's registration record such that 
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the number in the elector's registration record meets the 

requirements of division (Cl (21 (al or (b) of this section, as 

applicable, as confirmed by the secretary of state. 

(31 If no reason exists for an elector to vote by 

provisional ballot. the elector's provisional ballot is counted 

pursuant to division (Bl (3) of section 3505.183 of the Revised 

Code and, if applicable, pursuant to this section, the board 

shall correct the elector's registration, if needed, and shall 

remove the indication that the elector must vote by provisional 

ballot. 

(41 If the provisional ballot is not counted pursuant to 

division (Bi (4) (a) (i), (v), or (vi) of section 3505.183 of the 

Revised Code or, if applicable, pursuant to this section and 

section 3503.201 of the Revised Code, or if the board cannot 

verify that the elector is a United States citizen, the board 

shall cancel the elector's registration and shall notify the 

elector by United States mail of the cancellation. The notice 

shall inform the elector that the elector may again register to 

vote if the elector is eligible to do so. If the elector's 

registration was canceled because of failure to verify United 

States citizenship, the board shall notify the appropriate 

prosecuting authority and the secretary of state. 

Sec. 3503.21. (A) The registration of a registered elector 

shall be canceled upon the occurrence of any of the following: 

(1) The filing by a registered elector of a written 

request with a board of elections or the secretary of state, on 

a form prescribed by the secretary of state and signed by the 

elector, that the registration be canceled. The filing of such a 

request does not prohibit an otherwise qualified elector from 

reregistering to vote at any time. 
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(2) The filing of a notice of the death of a registered 

elector as provided in section 3503.18 of the Revised Code; 

(3) The filing with the board of elections of a certified 

copy of the death certificate of a registered elector by the 

deceased elector's spouse, parent, or child, by the 

administrator of the deceased elector's estate, or by the 

executor of the deceased elector's will; 

(4) The conviction of the registered elector of a felony 

under the laws of this state, any other state, or the United 

States as provided in section 2961.01 of the Revised Code; 

(5) The adjudication of incompetency of the registered 

elector for the purpose of voting as provided in section 

5122.301 of the Revised Code; 

(6) The change of residence of the registered elector to a 

location outside the county of registration in accordance with 

division (B) of this section; 

(7) The failure of the registered elector, after having 

been mailed a confirmation notice, to do either of the 

following: 

(a) Respond to such a notice and vote at least once during 

a period of four consecutive years, which period shall include 

two general federal elections; 

(b) Update the elector's registration and vote at least 

once during a period of four consecutive years, which period 

shall include two general federal elections. 

(8) The receipt by the board of elections of a 

cancellation notice or request pursuant to section 111.44 of the 

Revised Code. 
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(B) (1) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures 

to identify and cancel the registration in a prior county of 

residence of any registrant who changes the registrant's voting 

residence to a location outside the registrant's current county 

of registration. Any procedures prescribed in this division 

shall be uniform and nondiscriminatory, and shall comply with 

the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The secretary of state may 

prescribe procedures under this division that include the use of 

the national change of address service provided by the United 

States postal system through its licensees. Any program so 

prescribed shall be completed not later than ninety days prior 

to the date of any primary or general election for federal 

office. 

(2) The registration of any elector identified as having 

changed the elector's voting residence to a location outside the 

elector's current county of registration shall not be canceled 

unless the registrant is sent a confirmation notice on a form 

prescribed by the secretary of state and the registrant fails to 

respond to the confirmation notice or otherwise update the 

registration and fails to vote in any election during the period 

of two federal elections subsequent to the mailing of the 

confirmation notice. 

(C) The registration of a registered elector shall not be 

canceled except as provided in this section, section 111.44 of 

the Revised Code, division (Q) of section 3501.05 of the Revised 

Code, division (C) (2) (C) (4) of section 3503 .19 3503. 202 of the 

Revised Code, or division (C) of section 3503.24 of the Revised 

Code. 

(D) Boards of elections shall send their voter 

registration information to the secretary of state as required 

Page 70 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

2011 

2012 

2013 

2014 

2015 

2016 

2017 

2018 

2019 

2020 

2021 

2022 

2023 

. 2024 

2025 

2026 

2027 

2028 

2029 

2030 

2031 

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000073



Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code. The secretary of 

state may prescribe by rule adopted pursuant to section 111.15 

of the Revised Code the format in which the boards of elections 

must send that information to the secretary of state. In the 

first quarter of each year, the secretary of state shall send 

the information to the national change of address service 

described in division (B) of this section and request that 

service to provide the secretary of state with a list of any 

voters sent by the secretary of state who have moved within the 

last twelve months. The secretary of state shall transmit to 

each appropriate board of elections whatever lists the secretary 

of state receives from that service. The board shall send a 

notice to each person on the list transmitted by the secretary 

of state requesting confirmation of the person 1 s change of 

address, together with a postage prepaid, preaddressed return 

envelope containing a form on which the voter may verify or 

correct the change of address information. 

(E) The registration of a registered elector described in 

division (A) (7) or (B) (2) of this section shall be canceled not 

later than one hundred twenty days after the date of the second 

general federal election in which the elector fails to vote or 

not later than one hundred twenty days after the expiration of 

the four-year period in which the elector fails to vote or 

respond to a confirmation notice, whichever is later. 

(F) (1) When a registration is canceled pursuant to 

division (A) (2) or (3) of this section, the applicable board of 

elections shall send a written notice, on a form prescribed by 

the secretary of state, to the address at which the elector was 

registered, informing the recipient that the elector's 

registration has been canceled, of the reason for the 

cancellation, and that if the cancellation was made in error, 
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the elector may contact the board of elections to correct the 

error. 

(2) If the elector's registration is canceled pursuant to 

division (A) (2) or (3) of this section in error, it shall be 

restored and treated as though it were never canceled. 

Sec. 3505.181. (A) All of the following individuals shall 

be permitted to cast a provisional ballot at an election: 

(1) An individual who declares that the individual is a 

registered voter in the precinct in which the individual desires 

to vote and that the individual is eligible to vote in an 

election, but the name of the individual does not appear on the 

official list of eligible voters for the precinct or an election 

official asserts that the individual is not eligible to vote; 

(2) An individual who does not have or is unable to 

provide photo identification to the election officials; 

(3) An individual whose name in the poll list or signature 

pollbook has been marked under section 3509.09 or 3511.13 of the 

Revised Code as having requested an absent voter 1 s ballot or a 

uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballot for that 

election and who appears to vote at the polling place; 

(4) An individual "hose not:ifieotion of aee~istrot:ion has 

bees aectua,ned undelivered to the board of eleetiosa asd whose 

name in the official registration list and in the poll list or 

signature pollbook has been marked under dioisian (C) (2) of 

section 3503.19 3503.202 of the Revised Code; 

(5) An individual who has been successfully challenged 

under section 3505.20 or 3513.20 of the Revised Code; 

(6) An individual who cha1t~ea the individuol 1 a Itoffie and 
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reRtaiRo v,fithin the I3:t:ecinci:. vd'ithat1t pre o iel.in~ pi:oof of i:.hat uante 

e!.ange ~naer aioisien (B) (1) (ls) ef seetien 3§93.lS ef the 

Rcuioecl Geek, fflO"vea from efte 15:eeei1-1ct te aRethe:e 1.1itl:J:iFJ: a 

eouat1, moo co fEem Ofl.e precb-=i:ct to aneth:er aRd changes the 

individual I s name 7 or moves f:EGRt 01.-1c eount1 to another within 

the state7 and completes and signs the required forms and 

statements under division (B) or (C) of section 3503.16 of the 

Revised Code; 

(7) An individual whose signature, in the opinion of the 

precinct officers under section 3505.22 of the Revised Code, is 

not that of the person who signed that name in the registration 

forms;_ 

(8) An individual whose United States citizenship has not 

been verified by the board of elections under Chapter 3503. of 

the Revised Code. 

(B) An individual who is eligible to cast a provisional 

ballot under division (A) of this section shall be permitted to 

cast a provisional ballot as follows: 

(1) An election official at the polling place shall notify 

the individual that the individual may cast a provisional ballot 

in that election. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (F) of this 

section, the individual shall complete and execute a written 

affirmation before an election official at the polling place 

stating that the individual is both of the following: 

(a) A registered voter in the precinct in which the 

individual desires to vote; 

(b) Eligible to vote in that election. 
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(3) An election official at the polling place shall 

transmit the ballot cast by the individual and the voter 

information contained in the written affirmation executed by the 

individual under division (B) (2) of this section to an 

appropriate local election official for verification under 

division (B) (4) of this section. 

(4) If the appropriate local election official to whom the 

ballot or voter or address information is transmitted under 

division (B) (3) of this section determines that the individual 

is eligible to vote, the individual's provisional ballot shall 

be counted as a vote in that election. 

(5) (a) At the time that an individual casts a provisional 

ballot, the appropriate local election official shall give the 

individual written information that states that any individual 

who casts a provisional ballot will be able to ascertain under 

the system established under division (B) (5) (b) of this section 

whether the vote was counted, and, if the vote was not counted, 

the reason that the vote was not counted. 

(b) The appropriate state or local election official shall 

establish a free access system, in the form of a toll-free 

telephone number, that any individual who casts a provisional 

ballot may access to discover whether the vote of that 

individual was counted, and, if the vote was not counted, the 

reason that the vote was not counted. The free access system 

established under this division also shall prov~de to an 

individual whose provisional ballot was not counted information 

explaining how that individual may contact the board of 

elections to register to vote or to resolve problems with the 

individual's voter registration. 

The appropriate state or local election official shall 
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establish and maintain reasonable procedures necessary to 

protect the security, confidentiality, and integrity of personal 

information collected, stored, or otherwise used by the free 

access system established under this division. The system shall 

permit an individual only to gain access to information about 

the individual's own provisional ballot. 

(6) If, at the time that an individual casts a provisional 

ballot, the individual provides photo identification, the 

individual shall record the type of identification provided on 

the provisional ballot affirmation and, if the individual 

provides an Ohio driver's license, state identification card, or 

interim identification document, the individual also shall write 

the individual's driver's license or state identification card 

number on the provisional ballot affirmation. 

(7) (a) For a provisional ballot to be eligible to be 

counted when it is cast by an individual who does not have photo 

identification because the individual has a religious objection 

to being photographed, the individual shall complete an 

affidavit of religious objection under section 3505.19 of the 

Revised Code. The election officials shall attach the affidavit 

to the individual's provisional ballot envelope. If the 

individual does not complete the affidavit at the time of 

casting the provisional ballot, the individual may appear at the 

office of the board of elections within four days after the day 

of the election and complete the affidavit. 

(b) For a provisional ballot to be eligible to be counted 

when it is cast by any other individual who does not have or is 

unable to provide photo identification to the election 

officials, the individual who cast that ballot, within four days 

after the day of the election, shall appear at the office of the 
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board of elections and provide photo identification. 

(8) For a provisional ballot cast by an individual who has 

been successfully challenged under section 3505.20 of the 

Revised Code to be eligible to be counted, the individual who 

cast that ballot, within four days after the day of that 

election, shall provide to the board of elections any 

identification or other documentation required to be provided by 

the applicable challenge questions asked of that individual 

under section 3505.20 of the Revised Code. 

(9) For a provisional ballot to be eligible to be counted 

when it is cast by an individual who has not been verified as a 

United States citizen, the individual shall submit proof of 

citizenship to the board of elections with the individual's 

provisional ballot or within four days after the day of the 

election, and the board shall verify whether the individual is a 

United States citizen. 

(C) (1) If an individual declares that the individual is 

eligible to vote in a precinct other than the precinct in which 

the individual desires to vote, or if, upon review of the 

precinct voting location guide using the residen~ial street 

address provided by the individual, an election official at the 

precinct at which the individual desires to vote determines that 

the individual is not eligible to vote in that precinct, the 

election official shall direct the individual to the precinct 

and polling place in which the individual appears to be eligible 

to vote, explain that the individual may cast a provisional 

ballot at the current location but the ballot or a portion of 

the ballot will not be counted if it is cast in the wrong 

precinct, and provide the telephone number of the board of 

elections in case the individual has additional questions. 
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(2) If the individual refuses to travel to the correct 

precinct or to the office of the board of elections to cast a 

ballot, the individual shall be permitted to vote a provisional 

ballot at that precinct in accordance with division (B) of this 

section. If the individual is in the correct polling location 

for the precinct in which the individual is registered and 

eligible to vote, the election official shall complete and sign, 

under penalty of election falsification, a form that includes 

all of the following, and attach the form to the individual's 

provisional ballot affirmation: 

(a) The name or number of the individual's correct 

precinct; 

(b) A statement that the election official instructed the 

individual to travel to the correct precinct to vote; 

(c) A statement that the election official informed the 

individual that casting a provisional ballot in the wrong 

precinct would result in all or a portion of the votes on the 

ballot being rejected; 

(d) The name or number of the precinct in which the 

individual is casting a provisional ballot; and 

(e) The name of the polling location in which the 

individual is casting a provisional ballot. 

(D) The appropriate local election official shall cause 

voting information to be publicly posted at each polling place 

on the day of each election. 

(E) As used in this section and sections 3505.182 and 

3505.183 of the Revised Code: 

(1) "Precinct voting location guide" means either of the 
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following: 

(a) An electronic or paper record that lists the correct 

precinct and polling place for either each specific residential 

street address in the county or the range of residential street 

addresses located in each neighborhood block in the county; 

(b) Any other method that a board of elections creates 

that allows a precinct election official or any elector who is 

at a polling place in that county to determine the correct 

precinct and polling place of any qualified elector who resides 

in the county. 

(2) "Voting information" means all of the following: 

(a) A sample version of the ballot that will be used for 

that election; 

(b) Information regarding the date of the election and the 

hours during which polling places will be open; 

(c) Instructions on how to vote, including how to cast a 

vote and how to cast a provisional ballot; 

(d) Instructions for mail-in registrants and first-time 

voters under applicable federal and state laws; 

(e) General information on voting rights under applicable 

federal and state laws, including information on the right of an 

individual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on how 

to contact the appropriate officials if these rights are alleged 

to have been violated; 

(f) General information on federal and state laws 

regarding prohibitions against acts of fraud and 

misrepresentation. 
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(F) Nothing in this section or section 3505.183 of the 

Revised Code is in derogation of section 3505.24 of the Revised 

Code, which permits a blind, disabled, or illiterate elector to 

receive assistance in the marking of the elector's ballot by two 

precinct election officials of different political parties. A 

blind, disabled, or illiterate elector may receive assistance in 

marking that elector's provisional ballot and in completing the 

required affirmation in the same manner as an elector may 

receive assistance on the day of an election under that section. 

Sec. 3505.182. Each individual who casts a provisional 

ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code shall execute 

a written affirmation. The form of the written affirmation shall 

be printed upon the face of the provisional ballot envelope and 

shall be as follows: 

"Provisional Ballot Affirmation 

(A) Clearly print your full name: 

(B) Write your date of birth: 

(C) (1) Write your current address: 

(2) Have you moved without updating your voter 

registration?: 

Yes No ---

If yes, write your former address: 

Failure to provide your former address will not cause your 

provisional ballot to be rejected. 

(D) (1) You must show photo identification to the election 
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official that includes your name and photograph and is not 

expired. Check the type of photo identification you provided: 

An Ohio driver's license or state identification 
----

card or an interim identification form issued by the Bureau of 

Motor Vehicles. If you showed your Ohio driver's license or 

state identification card or an interim identification form, 

write your full driver's license or state identification card 

number: 

___ A United States passport or passport card; 

A United States military identification card, Ohio ---
national guard identification card, or United States department 

of veterans affairs identification card. 

(2) If you do not have photo identification because you 

have a religious objection to being photographed, complete an 

affidavit of religious objection. The precinct election official 

will attach it to the provisional ballot envelope. 

(3) If you did not show photo identification to the 

election official or complete an affidavit of religious 

objection, you must appear at the office of the board of 

elections during the four days after the election and provide 

photo identification or complete an affidavit of religious 

objection for your vote to be eligible to be counted. 

(4) -'H--Complete this section if you need to update your 

voter registration, ".9 au m:a:2 15:Ee o hie additional i1tfermat.ion 

bele,,. 'Phis ir,fen,atie11 "ill r,et be t1seel fei, ballet eem,tiR<j' 

purposes or if you need to verify the identification you used to 

register to vote. 

Write your full Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number, which also serves as proof of 
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citizenship if you have submitted documentation to the bureau of 

motor vehicles indicating that you are a United S~ates citizen: 

OR 

Write the last four digits of your Social Security number: 

and attach proof of citizenship to the outside 

of this envelope. You are not required to attach nroof of 

citizenship if you have previously provided proof of citizenship 

to a board of elections in Ohio, and that proof of citizenship 

~as been verified. 

"Proof of citizenship" means evidence that, when verified 

as authentic, indicates that you are a United States citizen, in 

the form of one of the following: a copy of the front and back 

of a current or expired Ohio driver's license, state 

identification card, or interim identification form, if you have 

submitted documentation to the bureau of motor vehicles 

indicating that you are a United States citizen; a copy of a 

birth certificate, certification of report of birth, or consular 

report of birth abroad; a copy of the identification page of a 

current or expired United States passport; a copy of the front 

and back of a United States passport card; or a copy of a 

certificate of naturalization or certificate of citizenship. 

If the name on your proof of citizenship is different from 

your current legal name, you must also attach proof of your 

change of name, such as a legible copy of a marriage license or 

court order. 

If you are updating your registration, you have not 

previously provided proof of citizenship to a board of 

elections, and you do not provide it when you cast this ballot, 
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you must provide proof of citizenship to the board of elections 

on or before the fourth day following this election and the 

board of elections must verify your United States citizenship in 

order for your ballot to be eligible to be counted. 

(E) If your right to vote has been challenged, you must 

provide any required additional information to the board of 

elections on or before the se,enth fourth day following this 

election. 

(F) Sign and date the following statement: 

I solemnly swear or affirm that I am a citizen of the 

United States; that I will be at least 18 years of age at the 

time of the general election; that I have lived in this state 

for 30 days immediately preceding this election in which I am 

voting this ballot; that I am a registered voter in the precinct 

in which I am voting this provisional ballot; and that I am 

eligible to vote in the election in which I am voting this 

provisional ballot. 

I understand that, if the information I provide on this 

provisional ballot affirmation is not fully completed and 

correct, if the board of elections determines that I am not 

registered to vote, a resident of this precinct, or eligible to 

vote in this election, or if the board of elections determines 

that I have already voted in this election, my provisional 

ballot will not be counted. I understand that, if I am not 

currently registered to vote or if I am not registered at my 

current address or under my current name, this fcrm will serve 

as an application to register to vote or update my registration 

for future elections, as long as I provide all of the 

information required to register to vote or update my 

registration. I further understand that knowingly providing 
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false information is a violation of law and subjects me to 

possible criminal prosecution. 

I hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification, 

that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my 

inowledge and belief. 

Signature of Voter 

Date 

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A 

FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE." 

In addition to any information required to be included on 

the written affirmation, an individual casting a provisional 

ballot may provide additional information to the election 

official to assist the board of elections in determining the 

individual's eligibility to vote in that election, including the 

date and location at which the individual registered to vote, if 

known. 

If the individual provided all of the information required 

under section 3503.14 of the Revised Code to register to vote or 

to update the individual's registration on the provisional 

ballot affirmation, the board of elections shall consider the 

individual's provisional ballot affirmation to also serve as a 

notice of change of name, change of residence, or both, or as a 

voter registration form, as applicable, for that individual only 

for the purposes of future elections. 

Sec. 3505.183. (A} When the ballot boxes are delivered to 

the board of elections from the precincts, the board shall 
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separate the provisional ballot envelopes from the rest of the 

ballots. Teams of employees of the board consisting of one 

member of each major political party shall place the sealed 

provisional ballot envelopes in a secure location within the 

office of the board. The sealed provisional ballot envelopes 

shall remain in that secure location until the validity of those 

ballots is determined under division (B) of this section. While 

the provisional ballot is stored in that secure location, and 

prior to the counting of the provisional ballots, if the board 

receives information regarding the validity of a specific 

provisional ballot under division (B) of this section, the board 

may note, on the sealed provisional ballot envelope for that 

ballot, whether the ballot is valid and entitled to be counted. 

(B) (1) To determine whether a provisional ballot is valid 

and entitled to be counted, the board shall examine its records 

and determine whether the individual who cast the provisional 

ballot is registered and eligible to vote in the applicable 

election. The board shall examine the information contained in 

the written affirmation executed by the individual who cast the 

provisional ballot under division (B) (2) of section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code. The following information shall be included in 

the written affirmation in order for the provisional ballot to 

be eligible to be counted: 

(a) The individual's printed name, signature, date of 

birth, and current address; 

(b) A statement that the individual is a registered voter 

in the precinct in which the provisional ballot is being voted; 

(c) A statement that the individual is eligible to vote in 

the election in which the provisional ballot is being voted. 
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(2) In addition to the information required to be included 

~n an affirmation under division (B) (1) of this section, in 

determining whether a provisional ballot is valid and entitled 

to be counted, the board also shall examine any additional 

information for determining ballot validity provided by the 

provisional voter on the affirmation, provided by the 

provisional voter to an election official under section 3505.182 

of the Revised Code, or provided to the board of elections 

during the four days after the day of the electio~ under 

eli oisioH (B) (7) os, ( 8) of section 3505 .181 of the Revised Code, 

to assist the board in determining the individual's eligibility 

to vote. 

(3) If, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation and 

additional information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of this 

section and comparing the information required under division 

(B) (1) of this section with the individual's information in the 

statewide voter registration database, the board determines that 

all of the following apply, the provisional ballot envelope 

shall be opened, and the ballot shall be placed in a ballot box 

to be counted: 

(a) The individual named on the affirmation is properly 

registered to vote. 

(b) The individual named on the affirmation is eligible to 

cast a ballot in the precinct and for the election in which the 

individual cast the provisional ballot. 

(c) The individual provided all of the information 

required under division (B) (1) of this section in the 

affirmation that the individual executed at the time the 

individual cast the provisional ballot. 
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(d) One of the following applies: 

(i) The individual provided photo identification at the 

time of casting the provisional ballot or appeared at the office 

of the board within four days after the day of the election and 

provided photo identification. If the individual provided the 

individual's Ohio driver's license or state identification card 

or an interim identification form, the individual provided the 

individual's driver's license number or state identification 

card number and the number is not different from the 

individual's driver's license number or state identification 

card number contained in the statewide voter registration 

database. 

(ii) The individual completed an affidavit of religious 

objection under section 3505.19 of the Revised Code at the time 

of casting the provisional ballot or at the office of the board 

within four days after the day of the election and the affidavit 

is valid under that section. 

(e) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the 

month and day of the individual's date of birth are not 

different from the day and month of the individual's date of 

birth contained in the statewide voter registration database. 

This division does not apply to an individual's 

provisional ballot if eithe" ef the fellewi1tg is t"~e. 

(i) '£he indivi8:ual 1 a elate of birth cofttaiueel in the 

eitate,ll'icle o eter re~iatratioh clat.aJsaae is January 1, 1800. 

(ii) 'Plte the board of elections has found, by a vote of at 

least three of its members, that the individual has met all 

other requirements of division (B) (3) of this section. 

(f) The individual's current address is not different from 
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the individual's address contained in the statewide voter 

registration database, unless the individual indicated that the 

individual is casting a provisional ballot because the 

individual has moved and has not submitted a notice of change of 

address, as described in division (A) (6) of section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code. 

(g) If applicable, the individual provided any additional 

information required under division (B) (8) of section 3505 .181 

of the Revised Code within four days after the day of the 

election.:.. 

(h) If the individual cast a provisional ballot because 

the individual is registered to vote but the individual's United 

States citizenship has not been verified, the board verifies the 

individual's United States citizenship. 

(i) If applicable, the individual provided the information 

required under division (C) (2) of section 3503.202 of the 

Revised Code on the provisional ballot affirmation or within 

four days after the day of the election. 

(4) (a) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) of 

this section, if, in exanining a provisional ballot affirmation 

and additional information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of 

this section and comparing the information required under 

division (B) (1) of this section with the individual's 

information in the statewide voter registration database, the 

board determines that any of the following applies, the 

provisional ballot envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot 

shall not be counted: 

(i) The individual named on the affirmation is not 

qualified or is not properly registered to vote. 
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(ii) The individual named on the affirmation is not 

eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in 

which the individual cast the provisional ballot. 

(iii) The individual did not provide all of the 

information required under division (B) (1) of this section in 

the affirmation that the individual executed at the time the 

individual cast the provisional ballot. 

(iv) The individual has already cast a ballot for the 

election in which the individual cast the provisional ballot. 

(v) If applicable, the individual did not provide any 

additional information required under division (B) (8) of section 

3505.181 of the Revised Code within four days after the day of 

the election. 

(vi) The individual failed to provide photo 

identification, to provide the individual's driver's license or 

state identification card number if the individual provided 

photo identification in the form of an Ohio driver's license or 

state identification card or an interim identification form, or 

to complete an affidavit of religious objection. 

(vii) The individual failed to execute an affirmation 

under division (B) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. 

(viii) The individual provided photo identification in the 

form of an Ohio driver's license or state identification card or 

an interim identification form and the driver's license number 

or state identification card number the individual provided is 

different from the individual's driver's license number or state 

identification card number contained in the statewide voter 

registration database. 

(ix) The individua: completed an affidavit of religious 
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objection under section 3505.19 of the Revised Code, but the 

affidavit is not valid under that section. 

(x) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the 

month and day of the individual's date of birth are different 

from the day and month of the individual's date of birth 

contained in the statewide voter registration database. 

This division does not apply to an individual's 

provisional ballot if eithef ef the felle.,iRg is tn,e. 

(I) 'Phe iReHoiclaal 1 s clate ef ei,eth ee!ttaiReel iR the 

state.,icle ,eteie ,eegist,eatieu clataease is JaRaSf'j 1, 1880. 

(II) 'Phe the board of elections has found, by a vote of at 

least three of its members, that the individual has met all of 

the requirements of division (B) (3) of this section, other than 

the requirements of division (B) (3) (e) of this section. 

(xi) The individual's current address is different from 

the individual's address contained in the statewide voter 

registration database, unless the individual indicated that the 

individual is casting a provisional ballot because the 

individual has moved and has not submitted a notice of change of 

address, as described in division (A) (6) of section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code. 

(xii) If the individual cast a provisional ballot because 

the individual is registered to vote and the board is unable to 

verify the individual 1 s United States citizenship. 

(xiii) If applicable, the individual did not provide the 

information required under division (Cl (2) of section 3503.202 

of the Revised Code on the provisional ballot affirmation or 

within four days after the day of the election. 
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(b) If, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation and 

additional information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of this 

section and comparing the information required under division 

(B) (1) of this section with the individual's information in the 

statewide voter registration database, the board is unable to 

determine either of the following, the provisional ballot 

envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot shall not be 

counted: 

(i) Whether the individual named on the affirmation is 

qualified or properly registered to vote; 

(ii) Whether the individual named on the afcirmation is 

eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in 

which the individual cast the provisional ballot. 

(C) For each provisional ballot rejected under division 

(B) (4) of this section, the board shall record the name of the 

provisional voter who cast the ballot, the identification number 

of the provisional ballot envelope, the names of the election 

officials who determined the validity of that ballot, the date 

and time that the determination was made, and the reason that 

the ballot was not counted, unless the board has already 

recorded that information in another database. 

(D) (1) If an individual cast a provisional ballot in a 

precinct in which the individual is not registered and eligible 

to vote, but in the correct polling location for the precinct in 

which the individual is registered and eligible to vote, and the 

election official failed to direct the individual to the correct 

precinct, the individual's ballot shall be remade under division 

(D) (2) of this section. The election official shall be deemed to 

have directed the individual to the correct precinct if the 

election official correctly completed the form described in 
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division (C) (2) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. 

(2) A board of elections that remakes a provisional ballot 

under division (D) (1) of this section shall remake the 

provisional ballot on a ballot for the appropriate precinct to 

reflect the offices, questions, and issues for which the 

individual was eligible to cast a ballot and for which the 

individual attempted to cast a provisional ballot. The remade 

ballot shall be counted for each office, question, and issue for 

which the individual was eligible to vote. 

(3) If an individual cast a provisional ballot in a 

precinct in which the individual is not registered and eligible 

to vote and in the incorrect polling location for the precinct 

in which the individual is registered and eligible to vote, the 

provisional ballot envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot 

shall not be counted. 

(E) Provisional ballots that are rejected under division 

(B) ( 4) of this section shall not be counted but shall be 

preserved in their provisional ballot envelopes unopened until 

the time provided by section 3505.31 of the Revised Code for the 

destruction of all other ballots used at the election for which 

ballots were provided, at which time they shall be destroyed. 

(F) Provisional ballots that the board determines are 

eligible to be counted under division (B) (3) or (D) of this 

section shall be counted in the same manner as provided for 

other ballots under section 3505.27 of the Revised Code. No 

provisional ballots shall be counted in a particular county 

until the board determines the eligibility to be counted of all 

provisional ballots cast in that county under division (B) of 

this section for that election. Observers, as prcvided in 

section 3505.21 of the Revised Code, may be present at all times 
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that the board is determining the eligibility of provisional 

ballots to be counted and counting those provisional ballots 

determined to be eligible. No person shall recklessly disclose 

the count or any portion of the count of provisional ballots in 

such a manner as to jeopardize the secrecy of any individual 

ballot. 

(G) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (G) (2) of 

this section, nothing in this section shall prevent a board of 

elections from examining provisional ballot affirmations and 

additional information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of this 

section to determine the eligibility of provisional ballots to 

be counted during the seven days after the day of an election. 

(2) A board of elections shall not examine the provisional 

ballot affirmation and additional information under divisions 

(B) (1) and (2) of this section of any provisional ballot cast by 

an individual who must provide photo identification, complete an 

affidavit of religious objection, or provide additional 

information to the board of elections under ai,isies (D) (7) eE 

(8) ef section 3505.181 of the Revised Code for the board to 

determine the individual's eligibility until the individual does 

so or until the eighth day after the day of the election, 

whichever is earlier. 

Sec. 3505.20. Any person offering to vote may be 

challenged at the polling place by any precinct election 

official. If the board of elections has ruled on the question 

presented by a challenge prior to election day, its finding and 

decision shall be final, and the voting location manager shall 

be notified in writing. If the board has not ruled, the question 

shall be determined as set forth in this section. If any person 

is so challenged as unqualified to vote, the voting location 
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manager shall tender the person the following oath: "You do 

swear or affirm under penalty of election falsification that you 

will fully and truly answer all of the following questions put 

~o you concerning your qualifications as an elector at this 

election." 

(A) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the 

ground that the person is not a United States citizen, the 

precinct election officials shall put the following questions: 

(1) Are you a citizen of the United States? 

(2} .A::i-::e :-yeu a 1ta=l:.ioe er FJatu.Ealiz:eel. citiz:eft? 

(3) Whe.Ee ;.,ere 1eu l5eYfl? 

( 4) Wlrnt effieial e.ee,unentatien eie Do you possess ts J91'6,e 

proof of your United States citizenship? Please provide that 

documentation. 

If the person offering to vote claims ts be a nat~i,alieeei 

eitieen ef the Unites. States, the J9C1'S6li shall, befeiee the ,etc 

ia .Eceeioeel, proeluee produces verified proof of citizenship in 

the form of a current and valid driver's license or state 

identification card issued April 7, 2023, or after without a 

noncitizen designation, or a current or expired United States 

passport or passport card for inspection of the precinct 

election officials a certificate ef natu.Ealizatiefl ..L..-and eleclare 

declares under oath that the person is the ieientieal 19ei,sen 

uarnea h1 the eei,tifieate. If the 19ei,sen states m,aei, eath that, 

h:y reason of the naturalizatiefl of the 13eraon 1 a ~areftto e:e 019:e 

sf them, the 19ei,sen has beeeme a citizen of the United States, 

arrel ,lfhefl eY ,,he.Ee the peraeh I a pare1rta 'ii~ere Itat1:1raliEeEi, the 

certificate ef nattJ:ralizatieR 19:eecl aet lBe precl1:1ceeithe person 

shall be permitted to cast a regular ballot. If the person is 
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unable to provide a cert.ifieate ef 19:attB.:aliziatiaFJ: verified 

proof of citizenship as described in this division on the day of 

the election, the precinct election officials shall provide to 

the person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot under 

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional ballot 

shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and the 

board of elections el:etermines verifies that the veter person is 

~re~erl 1 regisEered a United States citizen and eligible to vote 

in the election. 

(B) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the 

ground that the person has not resided in this state for thirty 

days immediately preceding the election, the precinct election 

officials shall put the following questions: 

(1) Have you resided in this state for thirty days 

immediately preceding this election? If so, where have you 

resided? 

(2) Did you properly register to vote? 

(3) Can you provide some form of identification containing 

your current mailing address in this precinct? Please provide 

that identification. 

(4) Have you voted or attempted to vote at any other 

location in this or in any other state at this election? 

(5) Have you applied for an absent voter's ballot in any 

state for this election? 

If the precinct election officials are unable to verify 

the person's eligibility to cast a ballot in the election, the 

precinct election officials shall provide to the person, and the 

person may vote, a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code. The provisional ballot shall not be counted 
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unless it is properly completed and the board of elections 

determines that the voter is properly registered and eligible to 

vote in the election. 

(C) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the 

ground that the person is not a resident of the precinct where 

the person offers to vote, the precinct election officials shall 

put the following questions: 

(1) Do you reside in this precinct? 

(2) When did you move into this precinct? 

(3) When you came into this precinct, did you come for a 

temporary purpose merely or for the purpose of making it your 

home? 

(4) What is your current mailing address? 

(5) Do you have some official identification containing 

your current address in this precinct? Please provide that 

identification. 

(6) Have you voted or attempted to vote at any other 

location in this or in any other state at this election? 

(7) Have you applied for any absent voter's ballot in any 

state for this election? 

The precinct election officials shall direct an individual 

who is not in the appropriate polling place to the appropriate 

polling place. If the individual refuses to go to the 

appropriate polling place, or if the precinct election officials 

are unable to verify the person's eligibility to cast a ballot 

in the election, the precinct election officials shall provide 

to the person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot 

under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional 
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ballot shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and 

the board of elections determines that the voter is properly 

registered and eligible to vote in the election. 

(D) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the 

ground that the person is not of legal voting age, the precinct 

election officials shall put the following questions: 

(1) Are you eighteen years of age or more? 

(2) What is your date of birth? 

(3) Do you have some official identification verifying 

your age? Please provide that identification. 

If the precinct election officials are unable to verify 

the person's age and eligibility to cast a ballot in the 

election, the precinct election officials shall provide to the 

person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot under 

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional ballot 

shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and the 

board of elections determines that the voter is properly 

registered and eligible to vote in the election. 

The voting location manager shall put such other questions 

to the person challenged as are necessary to determine the 

person's qualifications as an elector at the election. If a 

person challenged refuses to answer fully any question put to 

the person, is unable to answer the questions as they were 

answered on the registration form by the person under whose name 

the person offers to vote, or refuses to sign the person's name 

or make the person's mark, or if for any other reason a majority 

of the precinct election officials believes the person is not 

entitled to vote, the precinct election officials shall provide 

to the person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot 
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under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional 

ballot shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and 

~he board of elections determines that the voter is properly 

registered and eligible to vote in the election. 

A qualified citizen who has certified the citizen's 

intention to vote for president and vice-president as provided 

by Chapter 3504. of the Revised Code shall be eligible to 

receive only the ballot containing presidential and vice­

presidential candidates. 

However, not later than the thirtieth day before the day 

of an election and in accordance with section 3503.24 of the 

Revised Code, any person qualified to vote may challenge the 

right of any other person to be registered as a voter, or the 

right to cast an absent voter's ballot, or to make application 

for such ballot. Such challenge shall be made in accordance with 

section 3503.24 of the Revised Code, and the board of elections 

of the county in which the voting residence of the challenged 

voter is situated shall make a final determination relative to 

the legality of such registration or application. 

Sec. 3509.05. (A) When an elector receives an absent 

voter's ballot pursuant to the elector's application or request, 

the elector shall, before placing any marks on the ballot, note 

whether there are any voting marks on it. If there are any 

voting marks, the ballot shall be returned immediately to the 

board of elections; otherwise, the elector shall cause the 

ballot to be marked, folded in a manner that the stub on it and 

the indorsements and facsimile signatures of the members of the 

board of elections on the back of it are visible, and placed and 

sealed within the identification envelope received from the 

board of elections for that purpose. Then, the elector shall 
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cause the statement of voter on the outside of the 

identification envelope to be completed and signed, under 

penalty of election falsification. 

(B) The elector shall provide one of the following: 

(1) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number on the statement of voter on the 

identification envelope; 

(2) The last four digits of the elector's social security 

number on the statement of voter on the identification envelope; 

(3) A copy of the elector's photo identification in the 

return envelope with the identification envelope. 

(C) (1) The elector shall mail the identification envelope 

to the office of the board of elections in the return envelope, 

postage prepaid, or the elector may personally deliver #-the 

identification envelope in the return envelope to the office of 

the board, or the spouse of the elector, the father, mother, 

father-in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother, 

or sister of the whole or half blood, or the son, daughter, 

adopting parent, adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, uncle, 

aunt, nephew, or niece of the elector may deliver it to the 

office of the board in accordance with division (D) of this 

section. The return envelope shall be returned by no other 

person, in no other manner, and to no other location, except as 

otherwise provided in section 3509.08 of the Revised Code. No 

person may personally deliver the return envelope of more than 

two electors for each election. 

(2) If the board maintains multiple offices in the county, 

as permitted under division (C) of section 3501.10 of the 

Revised Code, the board may designate any of its offices for the 
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return of absent voter 1 s ballots under this section, provided 

chat the board shall designate only one office to which absent 

voter's ballots shall be returned under this section. 

(3) (a) The board of elections may place not more than one 

secure receptacle outside the office of the board, on the 

property on which the office of the board is located, for the 

purpose of receiving absent voter's ballots under this section. 

(b) A secure receptacle shall be open to receive ballots 

only during the period beginning on the first day after the 

close of voter registration before the election and ending at 

seven-thirty p.m. on the day of the election. The receptacle 

shall be open to receive ballots at all times during that 

period. 

(c) A secure receptacle shall be monitored by recorded 

video surveillance at all times. The video recordings are a 

public record. The board shall do one of the following: 

(i) Make the video recordings available for inspection 

upon request in accordance with section 149.43 of the Revised 

Code. 

(ii) Make each day's video recording available to the 

public on the internet for streaming or download without charge 

within seventy-two hours after the recording ends and make the 

video recordings available to the public upon request in 

accordance with section 149.43 of the Revised Code. 

(d) Only a bipartisan team of election officials may open 

a secure receptacle or handle its contents. A bipartisan team of 

election officials shall collect the contents of each secure 

receptacle and deliver them to the board for processing at least 

once each day and at seven-thirty p.m. on the day of the 
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election. If, at seven-thirty p.m. on the day of the election, 

there are persons waiting in line to deposit absent voter's 

ballots in a receptacle, those persons shall be permitted to 

deposit the ballots. 

(4) (a) During the period beginning on the forty-fifth day 

before election day and ending on the day after election day, on 

each day the office of the board of elections is open for 

business, the board shall report to the secretary of state all 

of the following information concerning the previous business 

day: 

(i) The number of return envelopes purporting to contain 

absent voter's ballots or uniformed services or overseas absent 

voter's ballots the board received by personal delivery, other 

than to a receptacle described in division (C) (3) of this 

section; 

(ii) If the board has placed a secure receptacle outside 

the office of the board under division (C) (3) of this section, 

the number of return envelopes purporting to contain absent 

voter's ballots or uniformed services or overseas absent voter's 

ballots the board received in the receptacle. 

(b) As soon as practicable after receiving a report under 

division (C) (4) (a) of this section, the secretary of state shall 

make the information in the report available to the public on 

the secretary of state's official web site. 

(D) (1) If the elector delivers the elector's own ballots, 

the elector shall show photo identification to the election 

officials to confirm that the elector is the person who cast the 

ballots. 

(2) (a) If the elector's family member listed in division 
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IC) (1) of this section delivers the elector's ballots. the 

elector's family member shall show photo identification to the 

election officials and shall sign a statement under penalty of 

election falsification. on a form prescribed by the secretary of 

state. that includes all of the following: 

(i) The elector's family member's name and residence 

address; 

(ii) An affirmation that the elector's family member is 

delivering the elector's ballots at the elector's request; 

(iii) An affirmation that the elector's family member is 

not delivering a ballot for more than two electors for that 

election. 

(b) Upon receiving a properly completed statement under 

division (D) (3) (a) of this section and verifying the identity of 

the elector's family member delivering the elector's ballot. the 

election officials shall accept the ballots and attach the 

statement to the return envelope. 

(3) The election officials shall not accept any marked 

absent voter's ballots that are returned to the board by 

personal delivery, except as permitted under divisions (D) (1) to 

(3) of this section. 

(El (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) (2) J.!U 

QLof this section, all envelopes containing marked absent 

voter's ballots shall be delivered to the office of the board 

not later than the close of the polls on the day of an election. 

Absent voter's ballots delivered to the office of the board 

later than the times specified shall not be counted, but shall 

be kept by the board in the sealed identification envelopes in 

which they are delivered, until the time provided by section 
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3505.31 of the Revised Code for the destruction of all other 

ballots used at the election for which ballots were provided, at 

which time they shall be destroyed. 

(2) (a) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) (2) (l,) 

(E) (2} (b} of this section, any return envelope that is 

postmarked prior to the day of the election shall be delivered 

co the director prior to the fifth day after the election. 

Ballots delivered in envelopes postmarked prior to the day of 

the election that are received after the close of the polls on 

election day through the fourth day thereafter shall be counted 

on the fifth day at the board of elections in the manner 

provided in divisions (C) and (D) of section 3509.06 of the 

Revised Code or in the manner provided in division (E) of that 

section, as applicable. Any such ballots that are received by 

the director later than the fourth day following the election 

shall not be counted, but shall be kept by the board in the 

sealed identification envelopes as provided in division (A) of 

this section. 

(b) Division (D) (2) (a) (E} (2} (a} of this section shall not 

apply to any mail that is postmarked using a postage evidencing 

system, including a postage meter, as defined in 39 C.F.R. 

501.1. 

Sec. 3511.02. (A) Notwithstanding any section of the 

Revised Code to the contrary, whenever any person applies for 

registration as a voter on a form adopted in accordance with 

federal regulations relating to the 11Uniformed and Overseas 

Citizens Absentee Voting Act," 100 Stat. 924, 52 U.S.C.A. 20301, 

this application shall be sufficient for voter registration and 

as a request for an absent voter's ballot. Uniformed services or 

overseas absent voter's ballots may be obtained by any person 
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meeting the requirements of section 3511.011 of the Revised Code 

by applying electronically to the secretary of state or to the 

board of elections of the county in which the person's voting 

residence is located in accordance with section 3511.021 of the 

Revised Code or by applying to the board of elections of the 

county in which the person's voting residence is located, in one 

of the following ways: 

(1) That person may make written application for those 

ballots. The person may personally deliver the application to 

the office of the board or may mail it, send it by facsimile 

machine, send it by electronic mail, send it through internet 

delivery if such delivery is offered by the board of elections 

or the secretary of state, or otherwise send it to the board. 

Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, 

the application shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary 

of state and shall contain all of the following information: 

(a) The elector's name; 

(b) The elector's signature; 

(c) The address at which the elector is registered to 

vote; 

(d) The elector's date of birth; 

(e) 0Re ef the felle.,iREJ'. 

( i) 'f'he electe:E 1 a Ghia cl.Yi o Cl'. 1 a licc1tae 01: ata:te 

iel:cflt:ific0:tier1 ea.Eel nuntecr, 

(ii) fl,e last feur diEj'its ef t½e eleeter's seeial seeuritJ 

11uffif>er, 

(iii) A copy of the elector's photo identification and 

evidence that the elector is a United States citizen, as 
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described in division (EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised 

Code, if the photo identification does not establish proof of 

citizenship under that division. 

(f) A statement identifying the election for which absent 

voter's ballots are requested; 

(g) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is 

a qualified elector; 

(h) A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed 

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 52 U.S.C. 20310; 

(i) A statement of the elector's length of residence in 

the state immediately preceding the commencement of service, 

immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with or near the 

service member, or immediately preceding leaving the United 

States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal 

guardian resided in this state long enough to establish 

residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the 

United States, whichever is applicable; 

(j) If the request is for primary election ballots, the 

elector's party affiliation; 

(k) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the 

elector, the address to which those ballots shall be mailed; 

(1) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the 

elector by facsimile machine, the telephone number to which they 

shall be so sent; 

(m) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the 

elector by electronic mail or, if offered by the board of 

elections or the secretary of state, through internet delivery, 

the elector's electronic mail address or other internet contact 
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:.nformation1.. 

(n) The elector 1 s current foreign address and evidence 

that the elector resides at that address. 

(2) A voter or any relative of a voter listed in division 

(A) (3) of this section may use a single federal post card 

application to apply for uniformed services or overseas absent 

voter's ballots for use at the primary and general elections in 

a given year and any special election to be held on the day in 

that year specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the 

Revised Code for the holding of a primary election, designated 

by the general assembly for the purpose of submitting 

constitutional amendments proposed by the general assembly to 

the voters of the state. A single federal postcard application 

shall be processed by the board of elections pursuant to section 

3511.04 of the Revised Code the same as if the voter had applied 

separately for uniformed services or overseas absent voter's 

ballots for each election. 

(3) Application to have uniformed services or overseas 

absent voter's ballots mailed or sent by facsimile machine to 

such a person may be made by the spouse, father, mother, father­

in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother or 

sister of the whole blood or half blood, son, daughter, adopting 

parent, adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, daughter-in-law, 

son-in-law, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of such a person. The 

application shall be in writing upon a blank form furnished only 

by the board or on a single federal post card as provided in 

division (A) (2) of this section. The form of the application 

shall be prescribed by the secretary of state. The board shall 

furnish that blank form to any of the relatives specified in 

this division desiring to make the application, only upon the 
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request of such a relative made in person at the office of the 

board or upon the written request of such a relative mailed to 

the office of the board. Except as otherwise provided in 

division (B) of this section, the application, subscribed and 

sworn to by the applicant, shall contain all of the following: 

(a) The full name of the elector for whom ballots are 

requested; 

(b) A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed 

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 52 U.S.C. 20310; 

(c) The address at which the elector is registered to 

vote; 

(d) A statement identifying the elector's length of 

residence in the state immediately preceding the commencement of 

service, immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with or 

near a service member, or immediately preceding leaving the 

United States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal 

guardian resided in this state long enough to establish 

residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the 

United States, as the case may be; 

(e) The elector's date of birth; 

(f) One of the following: 

(i) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number; 

(ii) The last four digits of the elector's social security 

number; 

(iii) A copy of the elector's photo identification. 

(g) A statement identifying the election for which absent 
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voter's ballots are requested; 

(h) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is 

a qualified elector; 

(i) If the request is for primary election ballots, the 

elector's party affiliation; 

(j) A statement that the applicant bears a relationship to 

the elector as specified in division (A) (3) of this section; 

(k) The address to which ballots shall be mailed, the 

telephone number to which ballots shall be sent by facsimile 

machine, the electronic mail address to which ballots shall be 

sent by electronic mail, or, if internet delivery is offered by 

the board of elections or the secretary of state, the internet 

contact information to which ballots shall be sent through 

internet delivery; 

(1) The signature and address of the person making the 

application. 

(B) If the elector has a confidential voter registration 

record, as described in section 111.44 of the Revised Code, the 

application may include the elector's program participant 

identification number instead of the address at which the 

elector is registered to vote. 

(C) Each application for uniformed services or overseas 

absent voter's ballots shall be delivered to the office of the 

board not earlier than the first day of January of the year of 

the elections for which the uniformed services or overseas 

absent voter's ballots are requested or not earlier than ninety 

days before the day of the election at which the ballots are to 

be voted, whichever is earlier. An application to receive 

uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots by mail or 
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by another method permitted under section 3511.021 of the 

Revised Code shall be delivered to the office of the board not 

later than the close of business on the seventh day preceding 

the day of the election. 

(D) If the voter for whom the application is made is 

entitled to vote for presidential and vice-presidential electors 

only, the applicant shall submit to the board, in addition to 

the requirements of division (A) of this section, a statement to 

the effect that the voter is qualified to vote for presidential 

and vice-presidential electors and for no other offices. 

(E) Except as permitted under section 111.31 of the 

Revised Code, no public office, and no public official or 

employee who is acting in an official capacity, shall do either 

of the following: 

(1) Prepay the return postage for an application for 

absent voter's ballots; 

(2) Mail or otherwise deliver an unsolicited application 

for absent voter's ballots to any person. 

(F) Except as otherwise provided in this section and in 

sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election 

official shall not fill out any portion of a federal post card 

application or other application for absent voter's ballots on 

behalf of an applicant. The secretary of state or a board of 

elections may preprint only an applicant's name and address on a 

federal post card application or other application for absent 

voter's ballots before mailing that application to the 

applicant, except that if the applicant has a confidential voter 

registration record, the secretary of state or the board of 

elections shall not preprint the applicant's address on the 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
I_ 135_2466-5 

application. 

Sec. 3511.14. (A) A board of elections shall accept and 

process federal write-in absentee ballots J'ei, all eleetiells J'ei, 

effiec a1tel fer all ballet=: fltlestieflo ariel issues .L.-as required 

under "The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act," 

Pt1le. L. Ne. 99 410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U.S.G. 1973H, et seer., as 

amei,eleel 52 U.S.C. 20303. 

(B) A uniformed services or overseas voter may use the 

declaration accompanying a federal write-in absentee ballot to 

apply to register to vote simultaneously with the submission of 

the federal write-in absentee ballot, if the declaration is 

received not later than thirty days before the day of the 

election. If the declaration is received after that date, the 

declaration shall be considered an application to register to 

vote for all subsequent elections. 

Section 2. That existing sections 3375.011, 3501.01, 

3501.05, 3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 3503.151, 

3503.152, 3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19, 3503.21, 3505.181, 

3505.182, 3505.183, 3505.20, 3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 of 

the Revised Code are hereby repealed. 

Section 3. This act shall be known as the Voter 

Verification Act. 

Section 4. The General Assembly, applying the principle 

stated in division (B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that 

amendments are to be harmonized if reasonably capable of 

simultaneous operation, finds that the following sections, 

presented in this act as composites of the sections as amended 

by the acts indicated, ace the resulting versions of the 

sections in effect prior to the effective date of the sections 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

as presented in this act: 

Section 3503.21 of the Revised Code as amended by both 

H.B. 359 and S.B. 63 of the 131st General Assembly. 

Section 3505.183 of the Revised Code as amended by both 

H.B. 45 and H.B. 458 of the 134th General Assembly. 
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----~~-- .. 
Frank LaRose 
I @/£w s~ c6 st<de, I 

August 29, 2024 

Honorable Matt Huffman 
President, Ohio Senate 
Ohio Statehouse 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Honorable Jason Stephens 
Speaker, Ohio House of Representatives 
77 South High Street, 14th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Re: Potential Election Legislation 

Dear President Huffinan and Speaker Stephens, 

I write to make you aware of three policy matters that have recently come to light. To ensure the 
ongoing integrity of Ohio's elections, I suggest urgent legislative attention to each of them. 

1. A federal court's decision in a recent case impacts Ohio's ban on ballot harvesting, likely 
requiring a re-examination of voting assistance protocols and the security of drop boxes. 

2. A new decision by the Supreme Court of the United States gives us an opportunity to 
better enforce Ohio's constitutional citizenship requirement for participating in elections. 

3. The General Assembly should consider adopting a new provisional ballot voting 
requirement for voters with mismatched registration records. 

Protecting Ohio's Election Integrity 

First, a federal court's recent decision in a lawsuit brought by the League of Women Voters 
("the L WV") impacts Ohio's prohibition on ballot harvesting. Although the decision is limited 
in scope, it could nonetheless have a broader effect on ballot security. 

The LWV sought to challenge certain provisions of House Bill 458, adopted by the General 
Assembly and signed into law by the Governor in 2023. While the court declined to act on most 
of the L WV' s claims, it issued an order limited in scope to disabled voters who wish to utilize 
someone other than a relative as defined by R.C. 3509.05 to assist them with the return of an 
absentee ballot. Specifically, the court prohibited the state from administering, implementing, or 
enforcing R.C. 3599.2l(A)(9) and (A)(I0) "against any disabled voter or against any individual 
who assists any disabled voter."! 

1 See Op. at 38, 42 
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The law adopted by the General Assembly in 2023 defined the type of person legally eligible to 
assist a voter with the return of an absentee ballot as either a qualified relative or a mail carrier. 
The court determined that this restriction violates Section 208 of the federal Voting Rights Act, 
which allows a disabled voter to be assisted by "a person of the voter's choice." Unfortunately, 
this decision does not provide relief to a family who believes their disabled relative is receiving 
ballot assistance without their knowledge, approval, or input, or who may have been coerced or 
misguided by individuals attempting to "assist" their voting decisions. 

The court's decision is limited in scope. However, it highlights a need for additional steps to 
enforce Ohio's ban on ballot harvesting. Without the appropriate safeguards, a person could 
return any number of ballots to an unattended drop box simply by claiming (whether truthfully or 
not) the permissive authority granted under Section 208. This effectively creates an unintended 
loophole in Ohio's ballot harvesting law that we must address. I suspect this is exactly the 
outcome the L WV intended. Under the guise of assisting the disabled, their legal strategy seeks 
to make Ohio's elections less secure and more vulnerable to cheating, especially as it relates to 
the use of drop boxes. The security of the delivery of absentee ballots remains paramount, so this 
leaves us with the obvious question of a remedy. 

Pending legislative action to address enforcement of Ohio's prohibition on ballot harvesting I 
will direct boards to post a notification on each drop box indicating that voter-assisted ballots 
must be returned inside the board office, where the voter assistant will be asked to complete an 
attestation form confirming that they are complying with applicable state or federal law. This 
effectively means ONLY A VOTER'S PERSONAL BALLOT may be returned via drop box. I 
am acting under my statutory authority to compel the observance of election laws (see R.C. 
3501.05), in this case Ohio's ban on ballot harvesting. However, I strongly encourage you to 
consider codifying any additional safeguards that might be necessary due to attempts to erode the 
integrity of our elections, including possibly banning drop boxes as a result of this court decision 
which makes it harder to guard against ballot harvesting. 

Enforcing Ohio's Citizenship Requirement 

Second, the Supreme Court of the United States granted last week a request by Arizona's 
Republican legislative leaders and the Republican National Committee to reinstate a law 
requiring proof of citizenship to register to vote. The court's decision limits the application of the 
law only to voter registration forms prescribed by the state, but this ruling effectively gives the 
Ohio General Assembly the option to adopt a similar requirement. I recommend that we do so. 
As the prescriptive authority for election-related forms in Ohio, I ask that you consider codifying 
a proof of citizenship requirement that can be incorporated into the state-issued voter registration 
applications prescribed by my office. I also propose the addition of a clearly disclaimed warning 
that states: "The Ohio Constitution prohibits a noncitizen of the United States from registering 
and voting at any state or local election held in this state. It is illegal for a noncitizen to register 
and vote in Ohio." Unfortunately, the court's order does not preclude use of a longstanding 
federally-prescribed voter registration form that does not require proof of citizenship, so this 
remedy is not infallible; however, any incremental step we can take in the adoption of election 
integrity safeguards is a step worth taking. Upon the General Assembly's action, I will 
innnediately require front-end citizenship verification for all state-prescribed forms, and I will 
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direct all boards of elections to add additional steps to check citizenship status for registrants 
using the federally-prescribed form. 

My office just conducted the most comprehensive citizenship verification audit ever performed 
on Ohio's voter rolls. We have expanded our review of citizenship records provided by the Ohio 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles and obtained access to the Department of Homeland Security's (DHS) 
federal Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SA VE) database, which allows 
government agencies to check citizenship status more effectively. We are working to implement 
more extensive cross-checks of Social Security Administration records, federal jury pool data, 
and citizenship records maintained by the justice system. Additionally, my office has asked the 
Biden-Harris administration to grant access to the Person Centric Query System (PCQS) 
database, the Person Centric Identity Services database, and the Central Index System 2, also 
maintained by OHS. I am currently preparing to take legal action to compel the administration to 
follow the law and make these resources available as our requests continue to go unanswered. 
Our latest investigation resulted in the recent referral of 597 individuals who registered to vote in 
Ohio despite not being citizens of the United States, including evidence that 138 of those 
registrants also cast a ballot. Our citizenship audit is ongoing as we acquire new data. Adopting a 
proof-of-citizenship requirement on the front end of the registration process would help to reduce 
our current reliance on these back-end election integrity efforts. 

Ensuring the Accuracy of Ohio's Voter Rolls 

Finally, I ask that the General Assembly consider codifying a new provisional voting 
requirement for individuals who provide inaccurate information on a voter registration 
application. The DATA Act, which became law in 2023, gave my office the authority to conduct 
more extensive audits and analysis of election data. In compliance with state law, our Office of 
Data Analytics and Archives has identified numerous voter registration applications containing 
mismatched data, which differs from information on file with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles or 
the Social Security Administration (BMV /SSA). 

These mismatched voter registration applications are flagged and sent to the relevant county 
board of elections, which then sends the voter a notice asking that the mismatched information 
be corrected. If the voter fails to respond and engages in no voter-initiated activity for a specified 
period, the registration is removed from the rolls. The problem here is what happens when a 
voter with a mismatched registration record does engage in voter-initiated activity while the 
record is under review. Current law requires that a voter in confirmation status be returned to 
"active" status upon engaging in a voter-initiated activity, meaning the mismatched record never 
gets corrected. This leads to inaccurate data on Ohio's voter rolls and erodes public confidence in 
the integrity of our elections. Further, it complicates our statutory requirement "to ensure that the 
accuracy of the statewide voter registration database is maintained on a regular basis in 
accordance with applicable state and federal law" and prevents us from ensuring that individuals 
who are not eligible to vote are promptly removed from the database. (See R.C. 3503.151) 

As Ohio's chief election official, I propose adding a statutory mandate that any voter whose 
registration requires the reconciliation of mismatched data be required to cast a provisional 
ballot. This forces the voter to cure any mismatched information before a ballot can be counted. 
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To be clear, the voter registration would not be canceled but rather placed in a "provisional 
confirmation" status for further action. This approach mirrors current law regarding an 
unverified voter address. The board of elections sends an acknowledgment notice to new 
registrants confirming the registration and assigning a voting location. If the notice is returned by 
USPS as undeliverable, the board must place the registration in confirmation status, and the voter 
must either correct the mismatched information on file or cast a provisional ballot and correct the 
information through the cure process. The provisional confirmation status would follow a similar 
process. This change is essential to maintaining the accuracy of our voter rolls and ensuring the 
integrity of our elections. 

Thank you for the vital role you play in ensuring that Ohio elections are secure, accurate, and 
accessible. While it may be unrealistic to accomplish these reforms before the upcoming 
election, they are nonetheless changes that should be considered as soon as possible. In the 
meantime, as we hope for legislative action as quickly as practicable, we will work with the 
boards of elections to mitigate each of these concerns to the best of our ability within the current 
authorities given to us by the Revised Code and the Ohio Constitution. As always, I stand ready 
to assist you in any way with enactment of these reforms. Consider my office a resource as we 
continue to build on Ohio's national reputation as "the gold standard" of election administration. 

;C2/-t2__ 
Frank LaRose 
Ohio Secretary of State 

cc: John Barron, Chief of Staff, Ohio Senate 
Matt Oyster, Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio Senate 
Brittney Colvin, Chief of Staff, Ohio House of Representatives 
Heather Blessing, Deputy Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio House of Representatives 
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(al Outlook 

H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship) 

From mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com> 

Date Thu 11/21/2024 4:02 PM 

To Rep81 <Rep81@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep48 <Rep48@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep30 <Rep30@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep90 
< Rep90@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep49 < Rep49@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep89 < Rep89@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep 10 

< Rep1 O@ohiohouse.gov> 

Cc Rep91 <Rep91@ohiohouse.gov>; frank@ohiosos.gov <frank@ohiosos.gov>; Rep61 <Rep61@ohiohouse.gov>; 

Rep77 <Rep77@ohiohouse.gov> 

@ 2 attachments (43 KB) 

BOE assn member HB 472 Letter.docx; BOE assn member HB 472 Opposition Letter .docx; 

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members, 

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with County 

BOEs/OAEO to win their support. I think it's important the House Government Oversight Committee members 

understand the outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEO in good faith. OAEO Executive Director's 

Aaron Ockerman's standing position is best evidenced below in a letter he wrote to BOE members in June 

2024. 

In the letter, OAEO is "happy to report"that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no action" and is NOT 

interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of review. In fact, OAEO 

Director, proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring to lameduck as "tumultuous" and "a time 

and we need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening." 

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEO Director came just 5 days after constituent­

proponents for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common ground and work through 

differences. After reading this update from OAEO Director to the BOE members who wrote letters of 

opposition for H.B. 4721S.B.27 4, do you still think they are a good faith actor who really wants to see 

transparency, oversight and greater accountability for citizenship verification? 

I would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with opposition 

hearings. Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a constitutional proof of citizenship 

amendment opposed to documenting citizenship verification activity and against public transparency reporting 

requirements via SoS. 

Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is a top 

imperative for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. I know because I actively work with and 

communicate with Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of H.B. 552. The important work 

that your committee does and its efforts to move this legislation are being closely followed by the new 

administration. 
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Thank you, 

Marcell Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (rel) 

Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act 

937-607-4237 

From: "Aaron Ockerman" <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com> 

To: "oaeo-members@goog!llgrouRs,com" <oaeo-members@goog!llgrouRs,com> 

Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12:29 PM 
Subject: HB 472 updates 

Dear OAEO members: 

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November election. 

Barring some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legislative activity before the election. 

I am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before summer recess. 

Having spoken to many of you at conference, I know you are busy at work educating your local reps and 

senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns, and offering to be a resource for positive 

changes to Ohio's elections laws. It is important that this work continue over the summer as "lame duck" 

will be a tumultuous time and we need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening. 

To that end I have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's to their legislators. They 

strike a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and educational. I trust they will be 

helpful to you. 

It was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you all! 

Aaron 
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Ohio elections have been proven time and time again to be secure and accurate. Some of the 

current security standards, implemented by the Ohio Secretary of State, in conjunction with the 

Department of Homeland Security have set standards that other states are envious of. Per Ohio 

law, the structure of Ohio's election boards sets bipartisan requirements that are fair, honest 

and administered without a political hat. All the standards and practices of the county boards 

of elections, as well as the Secretary of State are a testament to the high security standards in 

Ohio. With post-election audit results holding at 99.9%- 99.98%, it is obvious that Ohio is 

doing something right. While we can appreciate efforts to make elections even more secure, 

some efforts contained in HB 472 / SB 274 may be very costly to county boards, burdensome to 

voters, troublesome for election workers, create additional security concerns, delay the process 

of counting ballots, create inaccurate results, and disenfranchise many voters. 

The proposed requirement for absentee voters to provide a copy of their identification for 

registering to vote or to request an absentee ballot is burdensome and disenfranchising to 

voters, especially our elderly voters. It would be difficult for this population to make a copy of 

their identification. It would also be challenging for folks who do not have access to a copier. 

The laws in HB 458 have already shortened the time frame for voters to request and return 

ballots and this will only disenfranchise more people. On the administrative side of this bill, 

requiring a copy of a voter's identification with their absentee applications will cause numerous 

delays and issues for our staff to obtain information from voters who may have not included a 

copy of their identification. This would mean numerous phone calls, explaining to voters what it 

is they are required to provide, explaining to voters how to obtain a copy (not especially easy 

with the elderly), and providing additional instructions/deadlines to voters. Not only would 

voters become frustrated and not vote, but the public backlash for these types of regulations 

makes our jobs as election officials even harder. 

The security issues raised regarding cataloging every voter identification is impossible. The 

amount of storage to house records of this magnitude would be unattainable and the costs 

would obviously be the county's responsibility. For example, Sandusky County's board office is 

so small that we have had to use alternative methods for creating a space for voters during the 

early voting period. Also, it would not be secure to house these records off-site. Our voter 

registration systems do not have the capability to retain these records and the cost to pay the 

vendors to re-write and develop programs to do such things would be very costly. This is not 

only unfair to Ohio county boards to require such an expense, but ultimately, taxpayers would 

be footing the bill. As a taxpaying citizen, I find that to be somewhat of a double whammy. Not 

only are you requiring voters to obtain copies (gas, costs of copies, inconvenience, etc.), but this 

would also hit their pocketbooks on the backside in paying for the storage of these massive 

records and/or the reprogramming of the voter registration systems. 

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000120



Ohio currently allows boards to begin opening and scanning the absentee ballots prior to 

Election Day. This provides an opportunity for boards to ensure that all the ballots being 

returned are properly accounted for and gives boards a little bit of a head start when doing the 

final tabulations. In turn, this helps to provide fast, accurate election results. The time it would 

take to process returned ballots would be drawn out for many days {if not weeks), especially 

during a Presidential Election. This will not only greatly increase the time period for election 

results but could also cause issues with processing. By the end of the 30 day early voting 

period, election officials are exhausted {mentally and physically) and adding more layers to a 

very detailed and complex process will only lead to more errors and slower reporting. 

Just the words 'hand counting ballots' make most of my staff want to quit. Again, the level of 

exhaustion at the end of the 30 day early voting period is already a lot. When early voting ends, 

we gear up for what will be at least a 16 hour Election Day, election night reporting, provisional 

ballot reviews, extra board meetings, absentee ballots that are still being returned, etc., so the 

thought of counting anything by hand in that frame of mind is impossible. This would be filled 

with errors and very time-consuming. Imagine working long hours in a very stressful 

environment, for about 20 days straight without a day off, then pull off a perfect Election Day 

only to be required to plug along for as many more days/weeks it would take to obtain accurate 

hand counts. As most people will tell you, their focus and ability to function at such a pace 

would be lost. How costly would this be? It would require a very large network of teams {which 

means hiring more staff), it would require a different site for this process to take place {security 

issues and costs would be significant). How accurate would we expect the results to be? How 

many days or weeks before results could be available? Sandusky County trusts that the 

accuracy and logistics testing done on all voting equipment is proof that the machines work. It 

proves that the machines can count the ballots faster and are spot-on with accuracy. We trust 

that the post-election audits speak for themselves and should be used as a tool for educating 

voters who distrust the voting process. Election deniers are already provided an opportunity to 

observe the audit process, though few ever take the time to actually observe and those same 

folks are always encouraged to be a precinct election official. Perhaps, it would be more of an 

educational opportunity for those folks to actually observe the processes and to take part in 

working on Election Day, versus creating more hurdles, increasing the costs of elections, putting 

undue requirements on voters and election officials. 

We appreciate your time and consideration for the issues brought forth. We ask that you 

contact your county board of elections to sign up to work as a precinct election official, and 

encourage all elected officials, election deniers and anyone who is curious about the processes 

to take part in our democracy. It is truly a remarkable process by which Ohio has set the gold 

standard and that other states can only attempt to reproduce. We would also request that 

HB 472 / SB 274 be held from any further advancement until our Representatives and Senators 
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have a chance obtain more feedback from voters and election officials. As someone who has 

been in the field for over 15 years, I believe this is the very minimum of what can be done to 

establish more trust and transparency in Ohio elections. Voting can be a very confusing and 

difficult process for some people to navigate and changing the laws every couple of years, only 

provides more hurdles for our voters. Again, we appreciate your time and attention to this very 

important matter. 
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From: Jim Ehrman 
864 Leonard Street 

Fostoria, OH 44830 
jamescehrman@gmail.com 

06/28/2024 

To: The Honorable Bill Reineke 

Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square 
2'd Floor 

221 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Dear Senator Reineke, 

My name is Jim Ehrman and I reside at 864 Leonard Street, Fostoria, Ohio. I am currently the Deputy 
Director for the Seneca County Board of Elections. I also continue to serve on the Seneca County 
Republican Central Committee. In the past I have served as Director for the Board of Elections and 
have been the Ohio Secretary of State, Republican Election Official of the Year. Also, in the past I 
have served at various times as Chairman, Secretary, First Vice Chairman and Second Vice 

Chairman for the Seneca County Republican Central Committee. 

I am writing to you today after reading H B 472/SB 274. I have found several areas of concern and am 

asking you to oppose this bill. It is my understanding that this bill was introduced as a bill "to 
enhance election security". However, upon reading the bill, I have developed grave concerns that 
this bill will reduce both accuracy and security in Ohio's elections. 

Our system of requiring bipartisan teams to work from beginning to end throughout the election 
process; from overseeingthe programming of our election machines; to publiclytestingeachvoting 

machine's logic and accuracy to ensure that each voting machine is working, marking and 
tabulating ballots correctly before each election; to accurately processing absentee and day of 
election ballots and then tabulating the initial results on election night; to subsequently 

researching and comparing Provisional Ballots to both the election day and absentee ballot check 
ins in the immediate days after an election, working to ensure no one attempts to double vote; to 
completing an accurate final count and finally to the partial hand count audit verifying the accuracy 

of all that has transpired, all on a tight schedule after elections ensures that Ohio's elections are 
secure, accurate, well audited, and reported in a timely way. All of this has moved Ohio elections to 
the forefront of the election process, being held up as the "gold standard" for other States to 

emulate. I have serious concerns that much of this will be altered to less secure, less timely and 
less well-regarded methods should this bill be enacted. It is forthese reasons that I oppose this bill 
in its entirety. It is my belief that many of the provisions of the bill will unravel well over 20 years' 
worth of efforts by various Ohio Secretaries of State and members of the Ohio legislature from both 

parties that have overtime drastically and demonstrably improved Ohio's election law. Moreover, I 
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suspect this bill would create problems in Ohio that currently plague other States and would then 
draw national attention to Ohio for suddenly having issues that until now, were not a problem. 

While not all inclusive, over the following paragraphs I will attempt to highlight what I believe are 
some of the most dangerous pieces found in this legislation: 

Firstly, I am concerned that as written, this bill encourages counties to shift to the hand counting 
of ballots as opposed to the current electronic tabulation (Seneca County first shifted to electronic 

tabulation around 1977to enhance both speed and accuracy.). Various studies across the U.S. and 
Globally since the late 1960s have shown hand counting of ballots during an election to be 
significantly less accurate and much slower than the digital tabulation of votes. Additionally, per the 

Ohio Legislative Service Commission's Legislate Budget Office, this would likely increase the cost 
of elections in each County by up to $4.50 per vote. A cost that would have to be paid for out of 

County budgets. 

Seneca County is a smaller county in Ohio and for Seneca County alone, this would have increased 
costs forthe 2024 Primary election by upto $37,984.00. Moreover, if this would have been in place 
at the 2020 general election it would have cost Seneca County an additional $117,306.00 for that 

one November election alone. This additional ongoing cost would be a burden to the County and 
would likely be prohibitive in larger Counties. Furthermore, hand counts are slow. They require 
significant manpower to be done in a bipartisan manner and will take significant time, thus ending 

the ability of Boards of Election to timely report the accurate results of an election by noon the day 
following an election. It would likely take days, if not weeks, after an election for Statewide or 
Federal office results to be reported and longer still for a final count and subsequent audit for 

accuracy. 

My next concern with this bill is a requirement that ALL voting equipment must adhere to VVSG 

2.0. This is a federal list of voluntary guidelines that no election vendor currently meets. Mandating 
these guidelines would decertify all voting equipment in Ohio and leave us with no viable 
alternative before the Presidential Election this November. Further, IF somehow a vendor were able 

to meet all the specifications it would likely cost well over $114.5 million across the State to 
implement these machines. (This number is based on the cost of a similar program where the State 
provided funding for under SB 135 of the 132"' General Assembly, per the Legislative Budget Office.) 

Given that this is now the 135th General Assembly, and inflation has been rampant these last few 
years, I expect there will be a significantly higher cost for the new technology, should the bill pass. 
That is IF this can be developed, certified, and released in a timely way by vendors, in time for 

acquisition and subsequent training of Ohio SOS staff, Boards of Elections and Staff and then poll 
workers, immediately before a Presidential election. It is important to once again note here, Ohio is 
currently the "gold standard"for elections in the United States and abroad. There are currently no 

other States in the Country that require this level of certification for election equipment, thus there 
is no real market for the election vendors to develop towards regarding this goal, at least not yet. 
Moreover, our elections are currently securely conducted by bipartisan teams in all 88 Ohio 
Counties. After many audits and investigations Ohio's elections are secure and accurate with no 

widespread fraud or inaccuracies found. 
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My next major concerns regarding this bill have to do with absentee voting. First and foremost, I 
am concerned with the absentee ballot ID requirements. Requiring voters who cast an absentee 

ballot by mail to include photocopies of their identification places an undue burden on this group of 
voters. Undoubtably, there are many voters who do not possess the equipment or capability to 
meet the requirement. This would specifically apply to older or home bound Ohioans who may find 

this very difficult to comply with. Further, we already have significant portions of the voter's 
personal information at the Board of Elections, including their name, address, date of birth and 
either or both the last 4 digits of their social security number and/or their State of Ohio Driver's 

License or State ID number as well as their signature. When an application to absentee vote is 
received at a Board of Elections office, the information on that application is compared to the 
information we have. Further, when a voted absentee ballot is received in its identification 

envelope, we compare the information on that envelope to both what is in our system and what is 
on the application for an absentee ballot. This is already a very secure way of handling absentee 
ballots. Adding a copy of a photo ID to the envelope would both likely be burdensome and would 
potentially allow a vector for the unscrupulous to intercept those envelopes to seize the 

information on that photocopy for identity theft purposes as it works its way through the postal 

system. 

I am also very concerned with the bill's requirement of not opening absentee ballots until after the 
close of the election day polls. This is something we have already dealt with in the past and a 
requirement we altered for good reason. Currently, the Boards of Election are allowed to open the 

absentee envelopes and further to begin the process of preparing those absentee ballots for 
tabulation prior to the end of the election day. To be clear, these ballots cannot be tabulated until 
after the election ends at 7:30 p.m. Having those potentially thousands of ballots ready for 
tabulation allows for both accurate and quicker processing allowing for timely election results. 
Shifting back to not opening these until after election day ends will cause a significant delay in 
reporting election night results forcing Boards of Election to be unable to comply with current 

requirements of reporting no later than noon the day after the election. 

Additionally, our system currently looks at the Election Day and Absentee reports by the next day 

and then allows the Boards of Elections to begin researching each Provisional ballot one at a time, 
looking at the Absentee and Election Day lists and comparing those Provisional ballot envelopes 
allowing Boards to check and ensure no one attempts to vote an absentee or regular ballot and 

then also vote a Provisional ballot. Current systems are set up to ensure this system works well, 
accurately, and quickly allowing all 88 Boards of Elections to communicate with one another & 
ensuring that Provisional ballots are correctly cast and countable. The changes that would be 

necessary with the passage of this bill are simply not currently set up in any Board of Elections 
systems. The current systems lack the ability to intake, file and review Provisional ballots first. It 
would be difficultto compare Provisional ballots against regularly cast Absentee and Election Day 

ballots, as the system needs the absentee and day of election recorded voters first. This would be a 
radical overhaul of systems and software which would again likely be extremely expensive to 
implement, especially in a timely way. This dramatic change will likely cause immediate 
inaccuracies compared to continuing to use proven systems, order and technology to research 

Provisional voters after the Absentee and Election Day votes. 
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Finally, I am very concerned about the changes in voter registration requirements. Requiring 
Boards of Elections to obtain, catalog and store driver's license photos for all the voters in their 

databases borders on an impossible task to complete. Current voter registration systems do not 
allow for this or have a potential space where this might be stored within the systems. This would 
create an unnecessary hardship for the Boards of Elections and for the vendors we rely on. Should 

this happen, it will certainly get done with an unknown financial cost to our vendors, which will 
certainly be passed on to each Board of Elections and thus to the County Commissioners for 
further required and necessary budget increases. Additionally, allowing "commercial services" to 

audit the State's voter registration database, creates an attack vector for malicious actors seeking 
to steal identities and leaves our systems less secure. This information is currently audited annually 
by the Ohio SOS, working with the Boards of Elections to make any changes or corrections. Adding 

an outside service to again audit this will be costly and will reduce, not enhance database security. 

I want to take a moment to thank you for reading over my concerns. I appreciate that in a busywork 
week you have taken these few moments and I hope that you will consider opposing this bill and 

letting the sponsors and your leadership team know about your concerns. If you need additional 
information, please don't hesitate to call or text me and I would be happy to sit down and discuss 
this further. Additionally, if you need more information while you are in Columbus, please reach out 

to Aaron Ockerman at the Ohio Association of Elections officials. It is likely that he is better able to 
articulate these concerns and may also have a better way of placing these concerns in a bullet 
point document for members of the General Assembly, if necessary. 

Best Regards, 

Jim Ehrman, MOL, OREO, Godan, LUTCF 

Deputy Director, Seneca County Board of Elections 
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r;I Outlook 

Here is a brief transcript of the Proponent Testimony given for HB 552 

From Allison Crisci-Nickolai <allisonnickolai@msn.com> 

Date Thu 11/21/2024 10:10 PM 

To ohio4truth <ohio4truth@proton.me>; Becky Bailey <beckybailey99@proton.me>; Lt Col Marcell Strbich 
<mstrbic@protonmail.com>; Cleta Mitchell <cleta@cletamitchell.com>; ewattsohio@gmail.com 

<ewattsohio@gmail.com>; jim@rigano.net <jim@rigano.net> 

Cc swiggam@gmail.com <swiggam@gmail.com>; Rep61 <Rep61@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep77 

< Rep 77@ohiohouse.gov> 

® 2 attachments (49 KB) 

HB 552 11-20 PROPONENT testimony notes and questions.docx; HB 552 11-20 PROPONENT testimony notes and 

questions.docx; 

To All, A HUGE THANK YOU! Proponent testimony was well prepared and the team was ready for any 
questions asked by the Committee Members. 

To Scott Wiggam and Beth Lear, Thank you for proposing this important legislation contained in HB552 
to strengthen Ohio voter registration process and procedures. 

I have attached a written summary of the presenters, topics presented, and the questions that came 
from the House Government Oversite Committee during Proponent Testimony for your review. 

Allison Nickolai 
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HB 552 Testimony Notes and Questions 

Proponent Testimony Speaker 1: 

Marcell Strbich -An expert in System design and vulnerability/risk assessment. Introductions to what Committee will 

hear about including the presenter list. Testimony included procedural reform of Voter Verification and how it impacts 4 

layers of administration. Emphasized the necessary interaction of all entities in cross checking for valid registrations, 

Before registration, and not after registrations enter the voter rolls, Also, Drop Box vulnerability portion of Bill, 

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D) district Z Columbus 

• Q; Won't this validation legislation slow down certification of elections? 

• A: NO. front end validation not part of vote certification. We have SOK records- not validated currently 

accessing regular ballot. You will be on same playing field regarding ballots cast by each elector 

• Q: Has there been a Cost analysis for enacting this bill: 

• A: Cost needs to be done at county level adding data fields like citizenship must be done with voter file 

maintenance contractor. 

• Q: What would this process take to be implemented (How Long)? 

• A: Matter of months to implement the data fields necessary. Unanswered question: Will DHS provide the 

information to SoS? The answer to this Will expedite the process 

Rep Richard D Brown (D) District 5: Columbus 

• Q: Doesn't know why we need it: solution in search of a problem: Larose quote: "we are better 

protected than any other state in the nation" so Why should we question him? 

• A: The NEED IS INDISPUTABLE. Our Constitution changed in 2022, but the existing laws and procedures 

have not. AZ and NH have moved forward with citizenship verification. Ohio has the opportunity to get 

on board. Once implemented, Non-Citizens will NOT be on the voter rolls- not like present state of voter 

rolls. 
• Q: We Just had election in OH: Election just happened, You aren't suggesting there was an issue with 

election are you?. 
• A: NO: This has to do with the process and procedure and not any election outcome. Equal playing field 

for all electors on the voter rolls 

• Q: Sos has Looked for evidence of voter fraud, dead people, etc ... and in 2024 indicted only 6 people. 

Why do you think this is necessary? 

• A: The reason we only had 137 registrations found in Annual Audit, is due ta the problem with the 

verification system and audit laws currently in existence. When SoS does that review they are only 

looking at a very small portion of the registrations. Existing law is "Past Defacta". This Bill proves for the 

ability to Do the validation up front and not an the back end. Once fully implemented, We won't HAVE 

ta do an annual audit. Fix the issue from the front and not the back like annual audit. 

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross) 

• Q: You believe there is a much greater NON CITIZEN issue than the 137: 

• A: YES but the only way ta know is ta implement the process. Evidence based approach not media, not 

narrative 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: Has OEAO been contacted about this bill? 
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• A: No, this will take place at the county BOE once tools are accessible 

• Q: What are your qualifications to address this issue and this bill? 

• A: Concerned citizen, son of immigrant and fully respect the right to vote: My Professional experience, 

systems technology, connecting databases in career. There is a Known risk in current structure to NOT 

integrate information in voter registration systems (No Blame) we haven't completely achieved 

information sharing. There should be No more dispute of what we have/don't have RE voter 

registrations. The Boards and the citizens deserve the best we can give them. 

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance) 

• Q: Would you be willing to go to BOE 's? 

• A: Yes, but they have a system already in their law. No criteria yet to address "satisfied as to the .... " 

Which must be changed by law 

• I would Encourage you to go to the BOE. "Give us some feedbac:k.,!' 

• Q: With all the technology, we should Deal with this disparity in procedure NOW: What about Al? 

• A: Our systems nowhavetokeep upwitht:heseelernents, 

Proponent Testimony: Speaker 2 

Gail Niederlehner: Bill introduces only eligible citizens vote in Ohio elections: Safe not sorry. No verification before 

entry on the voter rolls. If there is No identity verification, voters remain on rolls 4 years even when BMV comes back as 

mismatch. Other important functions, banking, financial, etc all have safeguards, why not elections and voter rolls. 

With this bill, Voter with incomplete record goes into provisional status. HB 237 allows loophole for any registrations 

without DL/ID. Just one instance of ineligible vote cast erodes public confidence in elections. **Follow up to Brown 

from Sponsor Testimony. Boards don't verify against BMV. They have No capability. Absentee ballots received may or 

MAY NOT have been validated before their ballot is accepted. 

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance) 

• Q: That is a Big Statement ineligible voters on the rolls: But we have the annual non citizen are you 

saying it is insufficient to identify non citizens on the rolls?: 

• A: Use of SSN4 is not adequate. Annual would not catch registrations occurring after March 2024 

through close of election registration. Basically a 6-7 month period of no checks on new registrations. 

Rep Richard D Brown (D): District 5 Columbus 

• Q: ERIC's mission, was to eliminate bad voter registrations from voter rolls, ERIC uses BMV, NCOA, BVS to 

provide information to member affiliates. ERIC's mission seem to do what this bill is doing, so why did 

we pull out of that agreement? 

• A: This bill is attacking the voter rolls at the point of entry, It is not the same thing. 

• Q: Do you believe there is any voter fraud in 2024. 

• A: We have no information to indicate any fraudulent activity because the results on the voter rolls is not 

available yet 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: A Non citizen goes in to BMV to get an ID (or DL), Non citizen is placed on the back, so what's the 

issue?. Also, Ineligible voters put on voter rolls data of SOK. Where does that data come from? 

• A: HAVV showed SOK rejections that had been rejected when information was checked. The NON Citizen 

physical indication is new and is only 1.5 years into the possible 8 year cycle for license renewal. 

Currently, ineligible voters could vote a regular ballot if DL says non citizen and they presented 

naturalization document that Pollworkers and BOEs have no means to validate. 

• Q: What is HAVV and HAVA? 
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• A: HAVV is a feature of HAVA (Help America Vote Act) that shares publicly available data on SSN4 

searches. 

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D): district 2 

• Q: We often look at other states to see what they are doing. What are some challenges in other states 

on legislation about citizenship validation? Do you feel like this bill addresses other states issues with 

litigation? . 

• A: AZ and NJ (NH!!) Other states efforts have not resulted in litigation, except AZ which cleared the 

litigation hurdle this year. Citizenship Validation is now required in both states. We don't expect any 

challenges. 

Proponent testimony: Speaker 3: 

Becky Baily: I have been involved in Voter roll examination since 2020 . Most of the Problems and errors have been 

reported to SoS. There has been Improvement resulting from our reporting through presenting this data to County BO E's. 

I am convinced through my experience in working with BO E's, Boards work hard to make it happen. Voter roll Errors 

would be eliminated if DB updates were implemented. I won't discuss the 200K deceased voters, SOOK voters on rolls 

with registration dates preceding DOB, 250K who haven't voted in 10 year with 70K of them being in active status when 

they should have been removed after 4 years- regular ballot Duplicate voters: or Voters who have moved. It is 

understood that Mistakes happen In manual data entry causing DUPLICATE REGISTRATIONS that are not caught. This 

can result in "2 separate people" being on the voter rolls when they are clearly the same. Voters who changed their 

names are entered as 2 separate voter ID's many times but have the Same address. There exist many Data entry errors 

from interpreting information from paper forms. ORC 3503.151D requires SoS to obtain data from Databases and BO E's 

with no duplicates 3503.12 states that all registrations are to be carefully checked and additional (duplicate) registration 

shall be removed. NO TOOLS exist for the BO E's to resolve these, yet directive 2024.25 mandated that all outstanding 

duplicates were to be resolved by 10/22/24. Zero percent was the goal, but there were 18K duplicates in 11/9/2024. 

1828 dups alone in the Merrin race today. 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: So are you saying people are voting twice? 

• A: Yes it happens, when they are found, they are referred to county prosecutors. 

• Q: Name changes: Doesn't the BOE have mechanisms to check?, I trust the board, what do you think is 

the best solution? 

• A: We need a better DB platform, and better validation of all registrations, 

Proponent testimony Speaker 4: 

Myra Keller: Her mother and father had voter registrations updated due to relocation in April with Mom In a separate 

Nursing Home situation on the same grounds as Dad. Instructions were specifically given to all nursing home staff 

regarding Mom voting in the 2024 election: The family would request and facilitate BOTH PARENTS absentee ballots. 

Those requests were NOT honored and the absentee ballot requested by the family was never delivered to Mom. 

Further investigation revealed that Mom's registration address was altered, and a second absentee ballot request for 

mom was processed by the nursing home to the BOE. Somehow, that ballot application submitted by the nursing home 

was returned and honored when the request by the family was not. Signatures on ballot request form did not match, 

and Mom "voted" (had a ballot cast in her name) without family assistance, or allowing use of her device she uses to 

"see" printed language. There has been no acknowledgement by ANY party involved to clarify what happened, and her 

provisional ballot was rejected as the "system" indicated a vote had already been accepted and tabulated in her name. 

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross) 

I don't think many of us would be as calm over this situation if it had happened to us. Thank you for your testimony. 
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HB 552 Testimony Notes and Questions 

Proponent Testimony Speaker 1: 

Marcell Strbich -An expert in System design and vulnerability/risk assessment. Introductions to what Committee will 

hear about including the presenter list. Testimony included procedural reform of Voter Verification and how it impacts 4 

layers of administration. Emphasized the necessary interaction of all entities in cross checking for valid registrations, 

Before registration, and not after registrations enter the voter rolls, Also, Drop Box vulnerability portion of Bill, 

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D) district 2 Columbus 

• Q; Won't this validation legislation slow down certification of elections? 

• A: NO. front end validation not part of vote certification. We have SOK records- not validated currently 

accessing regular ballot. You will be on same playing field regarding ballots cast by each elector 

• Q: Has there been a Cost analysis for enacting this bill: 

• A: Cost needs to be done at county level adding data fields like citizenship must be done with voter file 

maintenance contractor. 

• Q: What would this process take to be implemented (How Long)? 

• A: Matter of months to implement the data fields necessary. Unanswered question: Will DHS provide the 

information to Sos? The answer to this Will expedite the process 

Rep Richard D Brown (D) District 5: Columbus 

• Q: Doesn't know why we need it: solution in search of a problem: Larose quote: "we are better 

protected than any other state in the nation" so Why should we question him? 

• A: The NEED IS INDISPUTABLE. Our Constitution changed in 2022, but the existing laws and procedures 

have not. AZ and NH have moved forward with citizenship verification. Ohio has the opportunity to get 

on board. Once implemented, Non-Citizens will NOT be on the voter rolls- not like present state of voter 

rolls. 

• Q: We Just had election in OH: Election just happened, You aren't suggesting there was an issue with 

election are you?. 

• A: NO: This has to do with the process and procedure and not any election outcome. Equal playing field 

for all electors on the voter rolls 

• Q: SoS has Looked for evidence of voter fraud, dead people, etc ... and in 2024 indicted only 6 people. 

Why do you think this is necessary? 

• A: The reason we only had 137 registrations found in Annual Audit, is due to the problem with the 

verification system and audit laws currently in existence. When Sos does that review they are only 

looking at a very small portion of the registrations. Existing law is "Post Defacto". This Bill proves for the 

ability to Do the validation up front and not on the back end. Once fully implemented, We won't HAVE 

to do an annual audit. Fix the issue from the front and not the back like annual audit. 

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross) 

• Q: You believe there is a much greater NON CITIZEN issue than the 137: 

• A: YES but the only way to know is to implement the process. Evidence based approach not media, not 

narrative 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: Has OEAO been contacted about this bill? 
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• A: No, this will take place at the county BOE once tools are accessible 

• Q: What are your qualifications to address this issue and this bill? 

• A: Concerned citizen, son of immigrant and fully respect the right to vote: My Professional experience, 

systems technology, connecting databases in career. There is a Known risk in current structure to NOT 

integrate information in voter registration systems (No Blame) we haven't completely achieved 

information sharing. There should be No more dispute of what we have/don't have RE voter 

registrations. The Boards and the citizens deserve the best we can give them. 

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance) 

• Q: Would you be willing to go to BOE 's? 

• A: Yes, but they have a system already in their law. No criteria yet to address "satisfied as to the ... :' 

Which must be changed by law 

• I would Encourage you to go to the BOE, "Give us some feedback.,," 

• Q: With all the technology, we should Deal with this disparity in procedure NOW: What about Al? 

• A: Our systems now have to keep up with these ~lemeri1:s, 

Proponent Testimony: Speaker 2 

Gail Niederlehner: Bill introduces only eligible citizens vote in Ohio elections: Safe not sorry. No verification before 

entry on the voter rolls. If there is No identity verification, voters remain on rolls 4 years even when BMV comes back as 

mismatch. Other important functions, banking, financial, etc all have safeguards, why not elections and voter rolls. 

With this bill, Voter with incomplete record goes into provisional status. HB 237 allows loophole for any registrations 

without DL/ID. Just one instance of ineligible vote cast erodes public confidence in elections. **Follow up to Brown 

from Sponsor Testimony. Boards don't verify against BMV. They have No capability. Absentee ballots received may or 

MAY NOT have been validated before their ballot is accepted. 

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance) 

• Q: That is a Big Statement ineligible voters on the rolls: But we have the annual non citizen are you 

saying it is insufficient to identify non citizens on the rolls?: 

• A: Use of SSN4 is not adequate. Annual would not catch registrations occurring after March 2024 

through close of election registration. Basically a 6-7 month period of no checks on new registrations. 

Rep Richard D Brown (D): District 5 Columbus 

• Q: ERIC's mission, was to eliminate bad voter registrations from voter rolls, ERIC uses BMV, NCOA, BVS to 

provide information to member affiliates. ERIC's mission seem to do what this bill is doing, so why did 

we pull out of that agreement? 

• A: This bill is attacking the voter rolls at the point of entry, It is not the same thing. 

• Q: Do you believe there is any voter fraud in 2024. 

• A: We have no information to indicate any fraudulent activity because the results on the voter rolls is not 

available yet 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: A Non citizen goes in to BMV to get an ID (or DL), Non citizen is placed on the back, so what's the 

issue?. Also, Ineligible voters put on voter rolls data of SOK. Where does that data come from? 

• A: HAVV showed SOK rejections that had been rejected when information was checked. The NON Citizen 

physical indication is new and is only 1.5 years into the possible 8 year cycle for license renewal. 

Currently, ineligible voters could vote a regular ballot if DL says non citizen and they presented 

naturalization document that Pollworkers and BOEs have no means to validate. 

• Q: What is HAVV and HAVA? 
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• A: HAW is a feature of HAVA (Help America Vote Act) that shares publicly available data on SSN4 

searches. 

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D): district 2 

• Q: We often look at other states to see what they are doing. What are some challenges in other states 

on legislation about citizenship validation? Do you feel like this bill addresses other states issues with 

litigation? . 

• A: AZ and NJ (NH!!) Other states efforts have not resulted in litigation, except AZ which cleared the 

litigation hurdle this year. Citizenship Validation is now required in both states. We don't expect any 

challenges. 

Proponent testimony: Speaker 3: 

Becky Baily: I have been involved in Voter roll examination since 2020 . Most of the Problems and errors have been 

reported to Sos. There has been Improvement resulting from our reporting through presenting this data to County BO E's. 

I am convinced through my experience in working with BOE's, Boards work hard to make it happen. Voter roll Errors 

would be eliminated if DB updates were implemented. I won't discuss the 200K deceased voters, SOOK voters on rolls 

with registration dates preceding DOB, 250K who haven't voted in 10 year with 70K of them being in active status when 

they should have been removed after 4 years- regular ballot Duplicate voters: or Voters who have moved. It is 

understood that Mistakes happen In manual data entry causing DUPLICATE REGISTRATIONS that are not caught. This 

can result in "2 separate people" being on the voter rolls when they are clearly the same. Voters who changed their 

names are entered as 2 separate voter ID's many times but have the Same address. There exist many Data entry errors 

from interpreting information from paper forms. ORC 3503.151D requires SoS to obtain data from Databases and BO E's 

with no duplicates 3503.12 states that all registrations are to be carefully checked and additional (duplicate) registration 

shall be removed. NO TOOLS exist for the BOE's to resolve these, yet directive 2024.25 mandated that all outstanding 

duplicates were to be resolved by 10/22/24. Zero percent was the goal, but there were 18K duplicates in 11/9/2024. 

1828 dups alone in the Merrin race today. 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: So are you saying people are voting twice? 

• A: Yes it happens, when they are found, they are referred to county prosecutors. 

• Q: Name changes: Doesn't the BOE have mechanisms to check?, I trust the board, what do you think is 

the best solution? 

• A: We need a better DB platform, and better validation of all registrations, 

Proponent testimony Speaker 4: 

Myra Keller: Her mother and father had voter registrations updated due to relocation in April with Mom In a separate 

Nursing Home situation on the same grounds as Dad. Instructions were specifically given to all nursing home staff 

regarding Mom voting in the 2024 election: The family would request and facilitate BOTH PARENTS absentee ballots. 

Those requests were NOT honored and the absentee ballot requested by the family was never delivered to Mom. 

Further investigation revealed that Mom's registration address was altered, and a second absentee ballot request for 

mom was processed by the nursing home to the BOE. Somehow, that ballot application submitted by the nursing home 

was returned and honored when the request by the family was not. Signatures on ballot request form did not match, 

and Mom "voted" (had a ballot cast in her name) without family assistance, or allowing use of her device she uses to 

"see" printed language. There has been no acknowledgement by ANY party involved to clarify what happened, and her 

provisional ballot was rejected as the "system" indicated a vote had already been accepted and tabulated in her name. 

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross) 

I don't think many of us would be as calm over this situation if it had happened to us. Thank you for your testimony. 
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EtJI Outlook 

Re: H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship) 

From Mark Pukita <mark@mark4ohio.com> 

Date Fri 11/22/2024 6:52 AM 

To Rep30 <Rep30@ohiohouse.gov>; mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com>; Rep48 <Rep48@ohiohouse.gov>; 
Rep49 <Rep49@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep10 <Rep10@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep89 <Rep89@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep90 
< Rep90@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep81 < Rep81@ohiohouse.gov> 

Cc Rep77 <Rep77@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep91 <Rep91@ohiohouse.gov>; frank@ohiosos.gov <frank@ohiosos.gov>; 
Rep61 < Rep61@ohiohouse.gov> 

Thanks, Marcell. 

It looks to me like taxpayers (who pay the dues for OAEO for their BO E's members) are paying for an organization to 
lobby AGAINST strengthening Ohio's election system. I'd like a show of hands of those copied on this message of 
those who agree with me. If you don't, please explain why you disagree. 

I plan to go extremely public with this. It's absolutely unacceptable. I'll be naming names & spotlighting where 
everyone stands on this insane situation. Ohio's BOEs need to terminate their relationship with either OAEO or 
terminate 0 

On November 21, 2024 at 3:59:59 PM, mstrbic (mstrbic@grotonmail.com) wrote: 

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members, 

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with 

County BOEs/OAEO to win their support. I think it's important the House Government Oversight 

Committee members understand the outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEO in 

good faith. OAEO Executive Director's Aaron Ockerman's standing position is best evidenced 

below in a letter he wrote to BOE members in June 2024. 

In the letter, OAEO is "happy to report"that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no action" 

and is NOT interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of 

review. In fact, OAEO Director, proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring to 

lameduck as "tumultuous" and "a time and we need to do the hard work now to avoid 

anything bad happening." 

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEO Director came just 5 days after 

constituent-proponents for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common 

ground and work through differences. After reading this update from OAEO Director to the 

BOE members who wrote letters of opposition for H.B. 4721S.B.274, do you still think they 

are a good faith actor who really wants to see transparency, oversight and greater 

accountability for citizenship verification? 

I would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with 

opposition hearings. Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a 
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constitutional proof of citizenship amendment opposed to documenting citizenship verification 

activity and against public transparency reporting requirements via SoS. 

Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is 

a top imperative for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. I know because I actively 

work with and communicate with Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of 

H.B. 552. The important work that your committee does and its efforts to move this legislation 

are being closely followed by the new administration. 

Thank you, 

Marcell Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (ret) 

Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act 

937 -607-4237 

From: "Aaron Ockerman" <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com> 

To: "oaeo-members@goog!§grouRs.com" <oaeo-members@goog!§grougs.com> 

Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12:29 PM 

Subject: HS 4 72 updates 

Dear OAEO members: 

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November 

election. Barring some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legislative activity before the 

election. 

I am happy to report that neither HB 4 72 nor SB 27 4 saw action in the final days before 

summer recess. Having spoken to many of you at conference, I know you are busy at work 

educating your local reps and senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns, 

and offering to be a resource for positive changes to Ohio's elections laws. It is important 

that this work continue over the summer as "lame duck" will be a tumultuous time and we 

need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening. 

To that end I have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's to their 

legislators. They strike a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and 

educational. I trust they will be helpful to you. 

It was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you all! 

Aaron 
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r;I Outlook 

Re: H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship) 

From Mark Pukita <mark@mark4ohio.com> 

Date Fri 11/22/2024 6:58 AM 

To Rep30 <Rep30@ohiohouse.gov>; mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com>; Rep48 <Rep48@ohiohouse.gov>; 
Rep49 <Rep49@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep10 <Rep10@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep89 <Rep89@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep90 
<Rep90@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep81 <Rep81@ohiohouse.gov> 

Cc Rep77 <Rep77@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep91 <Rep91@ohiohouse.gov>; frank@ohiosos.gov <frank@ohiosos.gov>; 
Rep61 < Rep61@ohiohouse.gov> 

Thanks, Marcell. 

It looks to me like taxpayers (who pay the dues for OAEO for their BOE's members) are paying for an organization to 
lobby AGAINST strengthening Ohio's election system. I'd like a show of hands of those copied on this message of 
those who agree with me. If you don't, please explain why you disagree. 

I plan to go extremely public with this. It's absolutely unacceptable. I'll be naming names & spotlighting where 
everyone stands on this insane situation. Ohio's BOEs need to terminate their relationship with either OAEO or 
terminate Ockerman's position with the organization. And, taxpayers need to be aware they're paying for this apparent 
insanity. 

Regards, 

Mark Pukita 
Mark Pukita • 614-499-0599 (c) • mark@mark4ohio.com 

4240 Hobbs Landing Drive West, Dublin, OH 43017 

On November 21, 2024 at 3:59:59 PM, mstrbic (mstrbic@Rrotonmail.com) wrote: 

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members, 

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with 

County BOEs/OAEO to win their support. I think it's important the House Government Oversight 

Committee members understand the outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEO in 

good faith. OAEO Executive Director's Aaron Ockerman's standing position is best evidenced 

below in a letter he wrote to BOE members in June 2024. 

In the letter, OAEO is "happy to repott"that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no action" 

and is NOT interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of 

review. In fact, OAEO Director, proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring to 

lameduck as "tumultuous" and "a time and we need to do the hard work now to avoid 

anything bad happening." 

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEO Director came just 5 days after 

constituent-proponents for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common 

ground and work through differences. After reading this update from OAEO Director to the 
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BOE members who wrote letters of opposition for H.B. 47VS.B.274, do you still think they 

are a good faith actor who really wants to see transparency, oversight and greater 

accountability for citizenship verification? 

I would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with 

opposition hearings. Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a 

constitutional proof of citizenship amendment opposed to documenting citizenship verification 

activity and against public transparency reporting requirements via SoS. 

Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is 

a top imperative for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. I know because I actively 

work with and communicate with Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of 

H.B. 552. The important work that your committee does and its efforts to move this legislation 

are being closely followed by the new administration. 

Thank you, 

Marcell Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (rel) 

Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act 

937 -607 -4237 

From: "Aaron Ockerman" <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com> 

To: "oaeo-members@goog]§grouQs.com" <oaeo-members@goog]§grouQs.com> 

Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12:29 PM 
Subject: HB 472 updates 

Dear OAEO members: 

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November 

election. Barring some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legislative activity before the 

election. 

I am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before 

summer recess. Having spoken to many of you at conference, I know you are busy at work 

educating your local reps and senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns, 

and offering to be a resource for positive changes to Ohio's elections laws. It is important 

that this work continue over the summer as "lame duck" will be a tumultuous time and we 

need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening. 

To that end I have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's to their 

legislators. They strike a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and 

educational. I trust they will be helpful to you. 

It was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you all! 

Aaron 
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r;I Outlook 

Election Legislation Comparison - Proof of Citizenship 

From mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com> 

Date Mon 11/18/2024 3:04 PM 

To frank@ohiosos.gov <frank@ohiosos.gov> 

Cc State Senator Andrew Brenner < Brenner@ohiosenate.gov>; State Senator Theresa Gavarone <Gavarone@ohiosenate.gov>; 
Peterson, Bob <Bob.Peterson@ohiohouse.gov>; Eileen Watts <ewatts@columbus.rr.com>; Rep61 
<Rep61@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep77 <Rep77@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep91 <Rep91@ohiohouse.gov> 

~ 3 attachments (850 KB) 

Comparison HB 552 Sub and SB 324.pdf; WA 5.pdf, OH SoS Memo to the Legislature_Response to Open Letter.pd/; 

Secretary LaRose, 

As mentioned, please see the 1-page chart detailing distinctions between H.B. 552 Sub Bill and S.B. 324 driven by your 
"Potential Election Legislation" Memo attached. 

Now more than ever unity and reconciliation of election safeguards legislation takes on new meaning. With the advent of 
today's OH Ballot Board authorizing the latest progressive constitutional amendment "Ohio Voters Bill of Rights," that guts 
voter photo-ID, imposes automatic and same day voter registration and enshrines unlimited drop boxes in Ohio's 
constitution, it is advisable House and Senate close ranks, unite under one version and not delay passage until Spring if 
possible. In accordance with House sponsors I will send Sen Brenner specific change-input for Senate sponsor 
consideration. 

The Election Integrity Network and Ohio Research Collaborative is happy to work with sponsors in both chambers to 
achieve the critical objectives you've set. Thank you for making this possible. 

Respectfully, 
Marcell Strbich, Lt Col USAF (rel) 

Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 
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OHIO ELECTIONS RESEARCH COLLABORATIVE 
HB552 Sub-Bill and 5B324 Comparison Highlights 

Shared Goals: 

► Verify US citizenship for new and existing voters. 

► Require provisional ballots for mismatched voter registration information to BMV or SSA records. 

► Institute tighter controls on signing a petition and it's effect on voter registrations. 

► Address drop box issues. 

Key Differences: HB552 
-

5B324 - -- -

1. Qualified Electors Clause Defines the qualifications that must be Not addressed in the bill 
verified for an elector to be entitled to vote. 

2. Verification Sources to BMV, DHS (including SAVE), USCIS, SSA, BMV 
Make Available to Boards federal jury pool data or naturalization records, 
of Elections Ohio Dept. of Job & Family Services, Health, 

Medicaid, Rehab and Corrections 
3. Proof of Citizenship Requires all proof of citizenship be verified. Does not require all proof of citizenship be 

Excludes out-of-state DL/ID as proof of verified, allowing some that may false. 
citizenship. Accepts out-of-state DL/ID (or copy) as proof 

of citizenship. 
4. Applicants/Voters None, except as limited by SOS approved • SSN4 and federal form applicants that 

Excluded from US verification sources: include UOCAVA are excluded from 
Citizenship Verification • All new applicants are verified for verification before they are registered; 

citizenship, • Voters who don't change their name/address, 
• All existing voters are verified during a and noncitizens not selected on the limited 

Monthly Citizen Review. Annual Noncitizen Review are not verified. 
5. Identified as Noncitizen Individuals claim to be US citizens but are Not addressed in the bill 

or Lack of Proof of identified as noncitizens, or lack documents 
Citizenship Documents may request a hearing with the Board 

6. US Citizenship Tracking Additional citizenship verification data fields Limited new citizen verification data fields 

7. Voting Rights after Voters must cast a provisional ballot until Voters can cast a regular ballot while the 
Identified As Not Verified they provide proof of citizenship that is Board attempts to obtain proof of citizenship 
to be a US Citizen verified by the Board. (which is not verified by the Board). 

8. Proof of Citizenship Voters who present a US passport or DL/ID Voters who present any proof of citizenship, 
Presented at the Polls on issued after 4/6/2023 without a noncitizen [or a copy), can vote a regular ballot without 
Election Day designation can vote a regular ballot; all verification the voter is a US citizen. 

others must vote a provisional ballot. 
9. Registration Identity In compliance with HAVA, a current and valid This bill continues to allow Ohio DUID or 

Information Ohio DL/ID is required; if an applicant does SSN4, which may conflict with federal law. 
not have one, SSN4 can be used. 

IO. Verify voter registration Conduct Monthly verification, plus Duplicates current HB552 which conducts a 
information with verification immediately after the registration weekly verification and voters with 
BMV/SSA Records deadline before an election. Voters with mismatched data must vote provisional. This 

mismatched data must vote provisional. aligns closer to current SOS directives. -
11. Public Information Transparent reporting of voter citizenship Not addressed in the bill 

Reporting information (date, evidence, source). Voters 
can view provisional ballot information online. 

12. Register to vote and sign Not addressed in the bill Petition signatures only count if the individual 
a petition on same day is registered on the date the petition is signed. 

3. Petition signatures from Petition signatures are only counted from Petitions signed by any voter, whether verified 
ineligible voters voters verified as qualified to vote. as qualified to vote or not, are counted. All 

voter registration deficiencies are resolved by 
signing a petition. 

4. Drop boxes Requires a photo id and written affirmation Elector assistants can drop off ballots for any 
when dropping off any ballot. Voters may voter with unverifiable affirmation and no limit 
drop off up to two ballots for family members. on the number of ballots dropped off. Adds 
Outdoor receptacles are banned. adjacent locations for ballot drop-off. 

5. Issues Not Related to None; issues unrelated to Voter Verification Numerous additional sections unrelated to 
Voter Verification should be vetted on their own merit Voter Verification are included 
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Reviewed As To Form By 

Legislative Service Commission 

135th General Assembly 

Regular Session 

2023-2024 

I 135 2466-5 - -

Sub. H. B. No. 552 

A BILL 

To amend sections 3375.011, 3501.01, 3501.05, 

3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 

3503.151, 3503.152, 3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19, 

3503.21, 3505.181, 3505.182, 3505.183, 3505.20, 

3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 and to enact 

sections 3503.012, 3503.201, and 3503.202 of the 

Revised Code to enact the Voter Verification Act 

to require proof of citizenship to register to 

vote, to require election officials to verify 

certain information in voter registration 

records, and to modify the procedure for 

returning absent voter's ballots to a board of 

elections by personal delivery. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO: 

Section 1. That sections 3375.011, 3501.01, 3501.05, 

3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 3503.151, 3503.152, 

3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19, 3503.21, 3505.181, 3505.182, 

3505.183, 3505.20, 3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 be amended and 

sections 3503.012, 3503.201, and 3503.202 of the Revised Code be 

Ill lllll lHIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHllllll 111111111111111 i 111111 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
I_ 135_2466-5 

enacted to read as follows: 

Sec. 3375.011. Any library organized under Chapter 3375. 

of the Revised Code shall provide free of charge to any 

individual a photocopy of that individual's driver's license, 

temporary driver's permit, er-state identification card, or any 

of the forms of evidence listed under division (EE) of section 

3501.01 of the Revised Code, if the individual requests one. 

Sec. 3501.01. As used in the sections of the Revised Code 

relating to elections and political communications: 

(A) "General election" means the election held on the 

first Tuesday after the first Monday in each November. 

(B) "Regular municipal election 11 means the election held 

on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each 

odd-numbered year. 

(C) "Regular state election" means the election held on 

the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each 

even-numbered year. 

(D) "Special election" means any election o':.her than those 

elections defined in other divisions of this section. A special 

election may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday in May or November, on the first Tuesday after the first 

Monday in August in accordance with section 3501.022 of the 

Revised Code, or on the day authorized by a particular municipal 

or county charter for the holding of a primary election, except 

that in any year in which a presidential primary election is 

held, no special election shall be held in May, except as 

authorized by a municipal or county charter, but may be held on 

the third Tuesday after the first Monday in March. 

(E) (1) "Primary" or "primary election" means an election 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

held for the purpose of nominating persons as candidates of 

political parties for election to offices, and for the purpose 

of electing persons as members of the controlling committees of 

political parties and as delegates and alternates to the 

conventions of political parties. Primary elections shall be 

held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each 

year except in years in which a presidential primary election is 

held. 

(2) "Presidential primary election" means a primary 

election as defined by division (E) (1) of this section at which 

an election is held for the purpose of choosing delegates and 

alternates to the national conventions of the major political 

parties pursuant to section 3513.12 of the Revised Code. Unless 

otherwise specified, presidential primary elections are included 

in references to primary elections. In years in which a 

presidential primary election is held, all primary elections 

shall be held on the third Tuesday after the first Monday in 

March except as otherwise authorized by a municipal or county 

charter. 

(F) "Political party" means any group of voters meeting 

the requirements set forth in section 3517.01 of the Revised 

Code for the formation and existence of a political party. 

(1) "Major political party" means any political party 

organized under the laws of this state whose candidate for 

governor or nominees for presidential electors received not less 

than twenty per cent of the total vote cast for such office at 

the most recent regular state election. 

(2) "Minor political party" means any political party 

organized under the laws of this state that meets either of the 

following requirements: 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
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(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the 

political party's candidate for governor or nominees for 

presidential electors received less than twenty per cent but not 

less than three per cent of the total vote cast for such office 

at the most recent regular state election. A political party 

that meets the requirements of this division remains a political 

party for a period of fo~r years after meeting those 

requirements. 

(b) The political party has filed with the secretary of 

state, subsequent to its failure to meet the requirements of 

division (F) (2) (a) of this section, a petition that meets the 

requirements of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code. 

A newly formed political party shall be known as a minor 

political party until the time of the first election for 

governor or president which occurs not less than twelve months 

subsequent to the formation of such party, after which election 

the status of such party shall be determined by the vote for the 

office of governor or president. 

(G) "Dominant party in a precinct 11 or "dominant political 

party in a precinct" means that political party whose candidate 

for election to the office of governor at the most recent 

regular state election at which a governor was elected received 

more votes than any other person received for election to that 

office in such precinct at such election. 

(H) ncandidate 11 means any qualified person certified in 

accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code for placement 

on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special 

election to be held in this state, or any qualified person who 

claims to be a write-in candidate, or who knowingly assents to 

being represented as a write-in candidate by another at either a 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
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primary, general, or special election to be held in this state. 

(I) "Independent candidate" means any candidate who claims 

not to be affiliated with a political party, and whose name has 

been certified on the office-type ballot at a general or special 

election through the filing of a statement of candidacy and 

nominating petition, as prescribed in section 3513.257 of the 

Revised Code. 

(J) "Nonpartisan candidate" means any candidate whose name 

is required, pursuant to section 3505.04 of the Revised Code, to 

be listed on the nonpartisan ballot, including all candidates 

for judge of a municipal court, county court, or court of common 

pleas, for member of any board of education, for municipal or 

township offices in which primary elections are not held for 

nominating candidates by political parties, and for offices of 

municipal corporations having charters that provide for separate 

ballots for elections for these offices. 

(K} 11 Party candidate" means any candidate who claims to be 

a member of a political party and who has been certified to 

appear on the office-type ballot at a general or special 

election as the nominee of a political party because the 

candidate has won the pr~mary election of the candidate's party 

for the public office the candidate seeks, has been nominated 

under section 3517.012, or is selected by party committee in 

accordance with section 3513.31 of the Revised Cede. 

(L) "Officer of a political party" includes, but is not 

limited to, any member, elected or appointed, of a controlling 

committee, whether representing the territory of the state, a 

district therein, a county, township, a city, a ward, a 

precinct, or other territory, of a major or minor political 

party. 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
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(M) 11 Question or issue" means any question or issue 

certified in accordance with the Revised Code for placement on 

an official ballot at a general or special election to be held 

in this state. 

(N) "Elector" or "qualified elector 11 means a person having 

the qualifications provided by law to be entitled to vote. 

(0) "Voter'' means an elector who votes at an election. 

(P) "Voting residence" means that place of :::-esidence of an 

elector which shall determine the precinct in which the elector 

may vote. 

(Q) "Precinct 11 means a district within a county 

established by the board of elections of such county within 

which all qualified electors having a voting residence therein 

may vote at the same polling place. 

(R) "Polling place" means that place provided for each 

precinct at which the electors having a voting residence in such 

precinct may vote. 

(S) "Board" or "board of elections" means the board of 

elections appointed in a county pursuant to section 3501.06 of 

the Revised Code. 

(T) "Political subdivision" means a county, township, 

city, village, or school district. 

(U} "Election officer" or "election official" means any of 

the following: 

(1) Secretary of state; 

(2) Employees of the secretary of state serving the 

division of elections in the capacity of attorney, 
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Sub. H. B. No. 552 
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administrative officer, administrative assistant, elections 

administrator, office manager, or clerical supervisor; 

(3) Director of a board of elections; 

(4) Deputy director of a board of elections; 

(5) Member of a board of elections; 

(6) Employees of a board of elections; 

(7) Precinct election officials; 

(8) Employees appointed by the boards of elections on a 

temporary or part-time basis. 

(V) "Acknowledgment notice" means a notice sent by a board 

of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, 

informing a voter registration applicant or an applicant who 

wishes to change the applicant's residence or name of the status 

of the application; the information necessary to complete or 

update the application, if any; and if the application is 

complete, the precinct in which the applicant is to vote. 

(W) "Confirmation notice" means a notice sent by a board 

of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of state, to 

a registered elector to confirm the registered elector's current 

resident address, name, or other information for registration 

and voting. The notice shall be sent by forwardable mail, shall 

be accompanied by a postage prepaid, preaddressed return 

envelope containing a form on which the elector may verify or 

correct the elector's registration. 

(X) "Designated agency" means an office or agency in the 

state that provides public assistance or that provides state­

funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to 

persons with disabilities and that is required by the National 
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Voter Registration Act of 1993 to implement a program designed 

and administered by the secretary of state for registering 

voters, or any other public or government office or agency that 

~rnplements a program designed and administered by the secretary 

of state for registering voters, including the department of job 

and family services, the program administered under section, 

3701.132 of the Revised Code by the department of health, the 

department of mental health and addiction services, the 

department of developmental disabilities, the opportunities for 

Ohioans with disabilities agency, and any other agency the 

secretary of state designates. "Designated agency" does not 

include public high schools and vocational schools, public 

libraries, or the office of a county treasurer. 

(Y) "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" means the 

"National Voter Registration Act of 1993," 107 Stat. 77, 42 

U.S.C.A. 1973gg. 

(Z) "Voting Rights Act of 1965" means the "Voting Rights 

Act of 1965," 79 Stat. 437, 42 U.S.C.A. 1973, as amended. 

(AA) (1) "Photo identification" means one of the following 

documents that includes the individual's name and photograph and 

is not expired: 

(a} An Ohio driver's license, state identification card, 

or interim identification form issued by the registrar of motor 

vehicles or a deputy registrar under Chapter 4506. or 4507. of 

the Revised Code; 

(b) A United States passport or passport card; 

(c) A United States military identification card, Ohio 

national guard identification card, or United States department 

of veterans affairs identification card. 
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(2) A "copy" of an individual 1 s photo identification means 

images of both the front and back of a document described in 

division (AA) (1) of this section, except that if ':he document is 

a United States passport, a copy of the photo identification 

means an image of the passport's identification page that 

includes the individual's name, photograph, and other 

~dentifying information and the passport's expiration date. 

(BB} "Driver's license 11 means a license or permit issued 

by the registrar or a deputy registrar under Chapter 4506. or 

4507. of the Revised Code that authorizes an individual to 

drive. "Driver's license" includes a driver's license, 

commercial driver's license, probationary license, restricted 

license, motorcycle operator's license, or temporary instruction 

permit identification card. "Driver's license" does not include 

a limited term license issued under section 4507.09 of the 

Revised Code. 

(CC} "State identification card" means a card issued by 

the registrar or a deputy registrar under sections 4507.50 to 

4507.52 of the Revised Code. 

(DD) "Interim identification form" means the document 

issued by the registrar or a deputy registrar to an applicant 

for a driver's license or state identification card that 

contains all of the information otherwise found on the license 

or card and that an applicant may use as a form of 

identification until the physical license or card arrives in the 

mail. 

(EE) (l) "Proof of citizenship" means evidence that, when 

verified as authentic, indicates an individual is a United 

States citizen, in the form of one of the following: 
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(a) The number of the individual's current or expired Ohio 

driver's license or state identification card, if the board of 

elections verifies using information obtained from the bureau of 

motor vehicles that the individual has submitted documentation 

to the bureau that indicates that the individual is a United 

States citizen; 

(b) The individual's current or expired Ohio driver's 

license, state identification card, or interim identification 

form issued on or after April 7, 2023, or a copy of the front 

and back of that license, card, or form, if the license, card, 

or form does not include a notation designating that the 

individual is a noncitizen of the United States; 

(c) The individual's birth certificate, certification of 

report of birth, or consular report of birth abroad, or a 

legible copy of one of those documents; 

(d) The individual's current or expired United States 

passport or passport card, a legible copy of the identification 

page of the passport, or a legible copy of the front and back of 

the passport card; 

(e) The individual 1 s certificate of naturalization or 

certificate of citizensh~p or a copy of one of those documents. 

(2) If an individual's current legal name is different 

from the name on the individual 1 s proof of citizenship, the 

individual also shall provide proof of the change of name, such 

as a copy of a marriage license or court order. 

{FF) "Citizenship verification source" means any records 

or databases kept by the following entities that may be used to 

verify the authenticity of a piece of evidence described in 

division (EE) of this section: 
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(1) The bureau of motor vehicles; 

(2) The United States department of homeland security, 

including the systematic alien verification for e~titlements 

database, the person centric query service, the person centric 

identity services, or the central index system; 

(3) The United States citizenship and immigration service; 

(4) The United States social security administration; 

(5) The department of job and family services, the 

department of health, the department of medicaid, and the 

department of rehabilitation and corrections; 

(6) Any federal agency that maintains federal jury pool 

data or naturalization records. 

Sec. 3501.05. The secretary of state shall do all of the 

following: 

(A) Appoint all members of boards of elections; 

(B) Issue instructions by directives and advisories in 

accordance with section 3501.053 of the Revised Code to members 

of the boards as to the proper methods of conducting elections. 

(C) Prepare rules and instructions for the conduct of 

elections; 

(D) Publish and furnish to the boards from time to time a 

sufficient number of indexed copies of all election laws then in 

force; 

(E) Edit and issue all pamphlets concerning proposed laws 

or amendments required by law to be submitted to the voters; 

(F) Prescribe the form of registration cards, blanks, and 

records; 
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(G) Determine and prescribe the forms of ballots and the 

forms of all blanks, cards of instructions, pollbooks, tally 

sheets, certificates of election, and forms and blanks required 

by law for use by candidates, committees, and boards; 

(H) Prepare the ballot title or statement to be placed on 

the ballot for any proposed law or amendment to the constitution 

to be submitted to the voters of the state; 

(I) Except as otherwise provided in section 3519.08 of the 

Revised Code, certify to the several boards the forms of ballots 

and names of candidates for state offices, and the form and 

wording of state referendum questions and issues, as they shall 

appear on the ballot; 

(J) Except as otherwise provided in division (I) (2) (b) of 

section 3501.38 of the Revised Code, give final approval to 

ballot language for any local question or issue approved and 

transmitted by boards of elections under section 3501.11 of the 

Revised Code; 

(K) Receive all initiative and referendum petitions on 

state questions and issues and determine and certify to the 

sufficiency of those petitions; 

(L) Require such reports from the several boards as are 

provided by law, or as the secretary of state considers 

necessary; 

(M) Compel the observance by election officers in the 

several counties of the requirements of the election laws; 

(N) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (N) (2) of 

this section, investigate the administration of election laws, 

frauds, and irregularities in elections in any co 1..1nty, and 

report violations of election laws to the attorney general or 
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prosecuting attorney, or both, for prosecution; 

(2) On and after August 24, 1995, report a failure to 

comply with or a violation of a provision in sections 3517.08 to 

3517.13, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, or 3599.031 of the Revised 

Code, whenever the secretary of state has or should have 

knowledge of a failure to comply with or a violation of a 

provision in one of those sections, by filing a complaint with 

the Ohio elections commission under section 3517.153 of the 

Revised Code. 

(0) Make an annual report to the governor containing the 

results of elections, the cost of elections in the various 

counties, a tabulation of the votes in the several political 

subdivisions, and other information and recommendations relative 

to elections the secretary of state considers desirable; 

(P) Prescribe and distribute to boards of elections a list 

of instructions indicating all legal steps necessary to petition 

successfully for local option elections under sections 4301.32 

to 4301.41, 4303.29, 4305.14, and 4305.15 of the Revised Code; 

(Q) Adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised 

Code for the removal by boards of elections of ineligible voters 

from the statewide voter registration database and, if 

applicable, from the poll list or signature pollbook used in 

each precinct, which rules shall provide for all of the 

following: 

(1) A process for the removal of voters who have changed 

residence, which shall be uniform, nondiscriminatory, and in 

compliance with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the National 

Voter Registration Act of 1993, including a program that uses 

the national change of address service provided by the United 
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States postal system through its licensees; 

(2) A process for the removal of ineligible voters under 

section 3503.21 of the Revised Code; 

(3) A uniform system for marking or removing the name of a 

voter who is ineligible to vote from the statewide voter 

registration database and, if applicable, from the poll list or 

signature pollbook used in each precinct and noting the reason 

for that mark or removal. 

(R) Prescribe a general program for registering voters or 

updating voter registration information, such as name and 

residence changes, by boards of elections, designated agencies, 

offices of deputy registrars of motor vehicles, public high 

schools and vocational schools, public libraries, and offices of 

county treasurers consistent with the requirements of section 

3503.09 of the Revised Code; 

(S) Prescribe a program of distribution of voter 

registration forms through boards of elections, designated 

agencies, offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of 

motor vehicles, public high schools and vocational schools, 

public libraries, and offices of county treasurers; 

(T) To the extent feasible, provide copies, at no cost and 

upon request, of the voter registration form in post offices in 

this state; 

(U) Adopt rules pursuant to section 111.15 of the Revised 

Code for the purpose of implementing the program for registering 

voters through boards of elections, designated agencies, and the 

offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of motor vehicles 

consistent with this chapter; 

(V) Establish the full-time position of Americans with 
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Disabilities Act coordinator within the office of the secretary 

of state to do all of the following: 

(1) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that there 

is equal access to polling places for persons with disabilities; 

(2) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that each 

voter may cast the voter's ballot in a manner that provides the 

same opportunity for access and participation, including privacy 

and independence, as for other voters; 

(3) Advise the secretary of state in the development of 

standards for the certification of voting machines, marking 

devices, and automatic tabulating equipment. 

(W) Establish and maintain a computerized statewide 

database of all legally registered voters under section 3503.15 

of the Revised Code that complies with the requirements of the 

"Help America Vote Act of 2002," Pub. L. No. 107-252, 116 Stat. 

1666, and provide training in the operation of that system; 

(X) Ensure that all directives, advisories, other 

instructions, or decisions issued or made during or as a result 

of any conference or teleconference call with a board of 

elections to discuss the proper methods and procedures for 

conducting elections, to answer questions regarding elections, 

or to discuss the interpretation of directives, advisories, or 

other instructions issued by the secretary of state are posted 

on a web site of the office of the secretary of state as soon as 

is practicable after the completion of the conference or 

teleconference call, but not later than the close of business on 

the same day as the conference or teleconference call takes 

place. 

(Y) Publish a report on a web site of the office of the 
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secretary of state not later than one month after the completion 

of the canvass of the election returns for each primary and 

general election, identifying, by county, the number of absent 

voter's ballots cast and the number of those ballots that were 

counted, and the number of provisional ballots cast and the 

number of those ballots that were counted, for that election. 

The secretary of state shall maintain the information on the web 

site in an archive format for each subsequent election. 

(Z) Conduct voter education outlining voter 

identification, absent voters ballot, provisional ballot, and 

other voting requirements; 

(AA) Establish a procedure by which a registered elector 

may make available to a board of elections a more recent 

signature to be used in the poll list or signature pollbook 

produced by the board of elections of the county in which the 

elector resides; 

(BB) Disseminate information, which may include all or 

part of the official explanations and arguments, by means of 

direct mail or other written publication, broadcast, or other 

means or combination of means, as directed by the Ohio ballot 

board under division (F) of section 3505.062 of the Revised 

Code, in order to inform the voters as fully as possible 

concerning each proposed constitutional amendment, proposed law, 

or referendum; 

(CC) Be the single state office responsible for the 

implementation of the "Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 

Voting Act," Pub. L. No. 99-410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U.S.C. 

1973ff, et seq., as amended, in this state. The secretary of 

state may delegate to the boards of elections responsibilities 

for the implementation of that act, including responsibilities 
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arising from amendments to that act made by the "Military and 

Overseas Voter Empowerment Act," Subtitle Hof the "National 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010," Pub. L. No. 

111-84, 123 Stat. 3190. 

(DD) Adopt rules, under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, 

to establish procedures and standards for determining when a 

board of elections shall be placed under the official oversight 

of the secretary of state, placing a board of elections under 

the official oversight of the secretary of state, a board that 

is under official oversight to transition out of official 

oversight, and the secretary of state to supervise a board of 

elections that is under official oversight of the secretary of 

state. 

(EE) Provide training to boards of elections on how to 

verify the United States citizenship of voter registration 

applicants. 

(FF) Perform other duties required by law. 

Whenever a primary election is held under section 3513.32 

of the Revised Code or a special election is held under section 

3521.03 of the Revised Code to fill a vacancy in the office of 

representative to congress, the secretary of state shall 

establish a deadline, notwithstanding any other deadline 

required under the Revised Code, by which any or all of the 

following shall occur: the filing of a declaration of candidacy 

and petitions or a statement of candidacy and nominating 

petition together with the applicable filing fee; the filing of 

protests against the candidacy of any person filing a 

declaration of candidacy or nominating petition; the filing of a 

declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate; the filing of 

campaign finance reports; the preparation of, and the making of 
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corrections or challenges to, precinct voter registration lists; 

the receipt of applications for absent voter's ballots or 

uniformed services or overseas absent voter 1 s ballots; the 

supplying of election materials to precincts by boards of 

elections; the holding of hearings by boards of elections to 

consider challenges to the right of a person to appear on a 

voter registration list; and the scheduling of programs to 

instruct or reinstruct election officers. 

In the performance of the secretary of state's duties as 

the chief election officer, the secretary of state may 

administer oaths, issue subpoenas, summon witnesses, compel the 

production of books, papers, records, and other evidence, and 

fix the time and place for hearing any matters relating to the 

administration and enforcement of the election laws. 

In any controversy involving or arising out of the 

adoption of registration or the appropriation of funds for 

registration, the secretary of state may, through the attorney 

general, bring an action in the name of the state in the court 

of common pleas of the county where the cause of action arose or 

in an adjoining county, to adjudicate the question. 

In any action involving the laws in Title XXXV of the 

Revised Code wherein the interpretation of those laws is in 

issue in such a manner that the result of the action will affect 

the lawful duties of the secretary of state or of any board of 

elections, the secretary of state may, on the secretary of 

state's motion, be made a party. 

The secretary of state may apply to any court that is 

hearing a case in which the secretary of state is a party, for a 

change of venue as a substantive right, and the change of venue 

shall be allowed, and the case removed to the court of common 
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pleas of an adjoining county named in the application or, if 

there are cases pending in more than one jurisdiction that 

involve the same or similar issues, the court of common pleas of 

Franklin county. 

Public high schools and vocational schools, public 

libraries, and the office of a county treasurer shall implement 

voter registration programs as directed by the secretary of 

state pursuant to this section. 

Sec. 3503.01. (A) E,e.-:i (Al (ll Only individuals who 

possess the following qualifications, as verified by the 

secretary of state or by a board of elections, have the 

qualifications of an elector and may register to vote, be 

registered to vote, or vote in a federal, state, or local 

election in the precinct in which the individual resides: 

(al Is a citizen of the United States who is of the age of 

eighteen years or over aucl whe h:as.L.. 

(bl Has been a resident of the state thirty days 

immediately preceding the election at which the eiti~eh 

individual offers to vote, is a resident of the county and 

precinct in which the cii:.izeh individual offers to vote, and has 

been registered to vote for thirty days, has the l'j:l.lalifieatieli3 

sf ait elee=Eor anel ffla:J: v etc at all elections ir1 the preeiflet irt 

wflich the eiti2ch reaicles1... 

(cl Is not ineligible to vote by reason of a felony 

conviction under division (Al (4l of section 3503 .21 of the 

Revised Code; 

(dl Is not incompetent to vote under division (Al (5l of 

section 3503.21 of the Revised Code. 

(2l Except as provided in division (Al (3l of this section, 
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an elector who registers to vote or submits a change of 

residence or change of name form on or after the effective date 

of this amendment shall provide proof of citizenship, as defined 

in division (EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, to the 

board of elections, and if the elector has no proof of 

citizenship, the elector may request a hearing under section 

3503.012 of the Revised Code to establish that the elector is a 

citizen of the United States. An elector whose registration 

record indicates that the elector is verified as a United States 

citizen is not required to provide proof of citizenship when 

subsequently registering to vote or updating the elector's 

registration in this state. 

(B) When only a portion of a precinct is included within 

the boundaries of an election district, the board of elections 

may assign the electors residing in such portion of a precinct 

to the nearest precinct or portion of a precinct within the 

boundaries of such election district for the purpose of voting 

at any special election held in such district. In any election 

in which only a part of the electors in a precinct is qualified 

to vote, the board may assign voters in such part to an 

adjoining precinct. Such assignment may be made to an adjoining 

precinct in another county with the consent and approval of the 

board of elections of such other county if the number of voters 

assigned to vote in a precinct in another county is two hundred 

or less. 

The board shall notify all such electors so assigned, at 

least ten days prior to the holding of any such election, of the 

location of the polling place where they are entitled to vote at 

such election. 

As used in division (B) of this section, "election 
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district" means a school district, municipal corporation, 

township, or other political subdivision that includes territory 

in more than one precinct or any other district or authority 

that includes territory in more than one precinct and that is 

authorized by law to place an issue on the ballot at a special 

election. 

Sec. 3503.012. (A) Any elector who desires to register to 

vote, but who does not have any proof of United States 

citizenship as defined in division (EE\ of section 3501.01 of 

the Revised Code, may make a written request, on a form 

prescribed by the secretary of state, to the board of elections 

requesting that the board hold a hearing to determine the 

elector's United States citizenship. The request shall be 

accompanied by a sworn affidavit that the elector is a United 

States citizen. 

(B) Upon receiving a written request under division (A) of 

this section, the board shall mail written notice of the hearing 

to the elector. including the time and place of the hearing, 

through first class mail, to the address indicated on the 

written request, or if there is no address indicated, to the 

elector's address on file with the board of elections. The 

hearing shall be held not more than ten days after the elector 

submits a written request. An elector may retain counsel, 

testify, present evidence, and call witnesses. Testimony shall 

be under oath. The board shall exercise due diligence, conduct 

an investigation to determine the truth of the matter, including 

examining any relevant databases, and may subpoena witnesses and 

other evidence. Third parties may present sworn testimony and 

evidence relevant to the matter. 

(C) After the board conducts the hearing described in 
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division (B) of this section, the board promptly shall make a 

determination, by majority vote, whether the elector, by a 

preponderance of the evidence, is a United States citizen. 

(D) If the board determines that an elector is a United 

States citizen under division (C) of this section, the board 

shall record that fact in the elector's voter registration 

record and report that fact to the secretary of state. 

(E) If the board determines that an elector has failed. by 

a preponderance of the evidence, to prove that the elector is a 

United States citizen, the board shall record that fact and 

report it to the secretary of state. Not more than twenty days 

after the board's decision, the elector may appeal the decision 

to the court of common pleas in the county in which the elector 

resides. If the board's determination falls not more than ninety 

days before an election, the court of common pleas shall hear 

the case on an expedited basis. 

(F) The secretary of state shall adopt rules for the 

implementation of this section. 

Sec. 3503.06. (A) No person shall be entitled to vote at 

any election, unless the person is registered as an elector and 

will have resided in the county and precinct where the person is 

registered for at least thirty days at the time of the next 

election. 

(B) No person shall be entitled to sign any petition, 

unless the person is registered as an elector and resides in a 

precinct in which the candidacy or issue that is the subject of 

the petition will appear on the ballot. If a person for whom a 

board of elections's official registration list er the statewide 

voter registration database indicates is not verified as 

Page 22 

602 

603 

604 

605 

606 

607 

608 

609 

610 

611 

612 

613 

614 

615 

616 

617 

618 

619 

620 

621 

622 

623 

624 

625 

626 

627 

628 

629 

630 

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000161



Sub. H. B. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

eligible to vote signs a petition, that person's signature shall 

not be counted, unless and until the person is verified as 

eligible to vote. 

(C) (1) (a) Except for a nominating petition for 

presidential electors, no person shall be entitled to circulate 

any petition unless the person is a resident of this state and 

is at least eighteen years of age. 

(b) No person shall be entitled to circulate a nominating 

petition for presidential electors unless the person is at least 

eighteen years of age. 

(2) All election officials, in determining the residence 

of a person circulating a petition under division (C) (1) of this 

section, shall be governed by the following rules: 

(a) That place shall be considered the residence of a 

person in which the person's habitation is fixed and to which, 

whenever the person is absent, the person has the intention of 

returning. 

(b) A person shall not be considered to have lost the 

person's residence who leaves the person's home and goes into 

another state for temporary purposes only, with the intention of 

returning. 

(c) A person shall not be considered to have gained a 

residence in any county of this state into which the person 

comes for temporary purposes only, without the intention of 

making that county the permanent place of abode. 

(d) If a person removes to another state with the 

intention of making that state the person's residence, the 

person shall be considered to have lost the person's residence 

in this state. 
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(e) Except as otherwise provided in division (C) (2) (f) of 

this section, if a person removes from this state and 

continuously resides outside this state for a period of four 

years or more, the person shall be considered to have lost the 

person's residence in this state, notwithstanding the fact that 

the person may entertain an intention to return a~ some future 

period. 

(f) If a person removes from this state to engage in the 

services of the United States government, the person shall not 

be considered to have lost the person's residence in this state 

during the period of that service, and likewise should the 

person enter the employment of the state, the place where that 

person resided at the time of the person's removal shall be 

considered to be the person's place of residence. 

(g) If a person goes into another state and, while there, 

exercises the right of a citizen by voting, the person shall be 

considered to have lost the person's residence in this state. 

Sec. 3503.13. (A) (1) Except as otherwise provided in 

division (A) (2) of this section, voter registration forms 

submitted by applicants and the statewide voter registration 

database established under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code 

are public records subject to disclosure under section 149.43 of 

the Revised Code. 

(2) None of the following are subject to disclosure under 

division (A) (1) of this section: 

(a) An elector's full or partial social security number, 

driver's license or state identification card number, telephone 

number, or electronic mail address; 

(b) A confidential voter registration record, as described 
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in section 111.44 of the Revised Code; 

(c) The address of a designated public service worker, if 

the designated public service worker has submitted a redaction 

request to the board of elections under section 149.45 of the 

Revised Code; 

(d) An elector's proof of citizenship; 

kl_Any other information that is prohibited from being 

disclosed by state or federal law. 

(B) A board of elections may use a legible digitized 

signature list of voter signatures, copied from the signatures 

on the registration forms in a form and manner prescribed by the 

secretary of state, provided that the board includes the 

required voter registration information in the statewide voter 

registration database established under section 3503.15 of the 

Revised Code, and provided that the precinct election officials 

have computer printouts at the polls prepared in the manner 

required under section 3503.23 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 3503.14. (A) The secretary of state shall prescribe 

the form and content of the registration, change of residence, 

and change of name forms used in this state. The forms shall 

meet the requirements of the National Voter Registration Act of 

1993 and shall iRelacle spaces fer require the applicant to 

provide all of the following: 

(1) The ,eter's applicant's full name as it appears on the 

applicant's identification provided to register to vote; 

(2) The vetef'a applicant's residence address; 

(3) The current date; 

(4) The ,ete, 1 s applicant's date of birth; 
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( 5) The , eteJe te pleo oiae at leaot e!te ef tl,e following 

forms of identification that meet the requirements of 52 U.S.C. 

21083 (a) (5) (A): 

(a) The voteJe 1 o applicant's current and valid Ohio 

driver's license or state identification card number if the 

applicant has one; 

(b) ~Or, if the applicant does not have a current and 

valid Ohio driver's license or state identification card, the 

last four digits of the veter's applicant's social security 

number. A board of elections shall not accept or process a voter 

registration application if the applicant does not provide a 

current and valid Ohio's driver's license or state 

identification card number, when available records from the 

bureau of motor vehicles indicate that the applicant has a 

current and valid Ohio's driver's license or state 

identification card number. If a board of elections rejects an 

application for this reason. the board shall send the applicant 

a notice. to the address the applicant indicated on the form, 

instructing the applicant to apply to register to vote using the 

applicant's Ohio's driver 1 s license or state identification card 

~umber and include with the notice a blank voter registration 

form. 

(6) Proof of United States citizenship as defined in 

division (EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, except 

that the applicant is not required to provide proof of 

citizenship if the applicant has previously provided proof of 

citizenship that has been verified by the board when registering 

to vote or submitting a change of residence or change of name in 

this state. If an applicant who previously renounced, forfeited, 

or otherwise lost United States citizenship applies to register 
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to vote, the applicant is required to provide proof of 

citizenship when registering to vote. 

+6t-JlLThe voter's applicant's signature. 

The registration form shall include a space on which the 

person registering an applicant shall sign the person's name and 

provide the person's address and a space on which the person 

registering an applicant shall name the employer who is 

employing that person to register the applicant. 

Except for forms prescribed by the secretary of state 

under section 3503.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of 

state shall permit boards of elections to produce forms that 

have subdivided spaces for each individual alphanumeric 

character of the information provided by the voter so as to 

accommodate the electronic reading and conversion of the voter's 

information to data and the subsequent electronic transfer of 

that data to the statewide voter registration database 

established under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code. 

(B) None of the following persons who are registering an 

applicant in the course of that official's or employee's normal 

duties shall sign the person's name, provide the person's 

address, or name the employer who is employing the person to 

register an applicant on a form prepared under this section: 

(1) An election official; 

(2) A county treasurer; 

(3) A deputy registrar of motor vehicles; 

(4) An employee of a designated agency; 

(5) An employee of a public high school; 
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( 6) An employee 

( 7) An employee 

(8) An employee 

( 9) An employee 

( 10) An employee 

(11) An employee 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

a public vocational school; 

a public library; 

the office of a county treasurer; 

the bureau of motor vehicles; 

a deputy registrar of motor vehicles; 

an election official. 

(C) Except as provided in section 3501.382 of the Revised 

Code, any applicant who is unable to sign the applicant's own 

name shall make an "X," if possible, which shall :Oe certified by 

the signing of the name of the applicant by the person filling 

out the form, who shall add the person's own signature. If an 

applicant is unable to make an "X," the applicant shall indicate 

in some manner that the applicant desires to register to vote or 

to change the applicant's name or residence. The person 

registering the applicant shall sign the form and attest that 

the applicant indicated that the applicant desired to register 

to vote or to change the applicant's name or residence. 

(D) No registration, change of residence, oc change of 

name form shall be rejected solely on the basis that a person 

registering an applicant failed to sign the person's name or 

failed to name the employer who is employing that person to 

register the applicant as required under division (A) of this 

section. 

(E) A voter registration application submit~ed online 

through the internet pursuant to section 3503.20 of the Revised 

Code is not required to contain a signature to be considered 

valid. The signature obtained under division (B) of that section 

shall be considered the applicant's signature for all election 
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and signature-matching purposes. 

(F) As used in this section, "registering an applicant" 

includes any effort, for compensation, to provide voter 

registration forms or to assist persons in completing or 

returning those forms. 

Sec. 3503.15. (A) The secretary of state shall establish 

and maintain a statewide voter registration database that shall 

be administered by the office of data analytics and archives in 

the office of the secretary of state and made continuously 

available to each board of elections and to other agencies as 

authorized by law. 

The statewide voter registration database shall be the 

official list of registered electors for all elections conducted 

in this state. 

(B) The statewide voter registration database shall, at a 

minimum, include all of the following: 

(1) An electronic network that connects all board of 

elections offices with the office of the secretary of state and 

with the offices of all other boards of elections; 

(2) A computer program that harmonizes the records 

contained in the database with records maintained by each board 

of elections; 

(3) An interactive computer program that allows access to 

the records contained in the database by each board of elections 

and by any persons authorized by the secretary of state to add, 

delete, modify, or print database records, and to conduct 

updates of the database; 

(4) A search program capable of verifying registered 
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electors and their registration information by name, driver's 

license or state identification card number, birth date, social 

security number, or current address; 

(5) Safeguards and components to ensure that the 

integrity, security, and confidentiality of the voter 

registration information is maintained; 

(6) Methods to retain canceled voter registration records 

for not less than five years after they are canceled and to 

record the reason for their cancellation. 

(C) For each registered elector, the statewide voter 

registration database shall include all of the following 

information: 

(1) The elector's name; 

(2) The elector's birth date; 

(3) The elector's current residence address; 

{4) The elector's precinct number; 

(5) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number, if available; 

(6) The last four digits of the elector's social security 

number, if available; 

(7) The elector's telephone number, if available; 

(8) The elector's electronic mail address, if available; 

( 9) (a) The elector's voter registration date, which shall 

be determined based on the elector's most recent application to 

register to vote in this state, subject to division (C) (9) (b) of 

this section, as follows: 
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(i) In the case of an application delivered in person to a 

state or local office of a designated agency, the office of the 

registrar or any deputy registrar of motor vehicles, a public 

high school or vocational school, a public library, or the 

office of a county treasurer, the date stamped on the 

application upon receipt by the entity that transmits the 

application to the board of elections or the secretary of state; 

(ii) In the case of an application delivered in person to 

a board of elections or the secretary of state, the date stamped 

on the application upon receipt by the board of elections or the 

secretary of state, as applicable; 

(iii) In the case of an application delivered by mail to a 

board of elections or the secretary of state, the date the 

application is postmarked; 

(iv) In the case of an application submitted through the 

online voter registration system established under section 

3503.20 of the Revised Code, the date of the online submission; 

(v) In the case of an application submitted to a board of 

elections by facsimile transmission or electronic mail under 

Chapter 3511. of the Revised Code, the date of the receipt of 

the transmission or electronic mail by the board of elections; 

(vi) In the case of a provisional ballot affirmation that 

serves as an application to register to vote in future elections 

because the individual who cast the ballot is not registered to 

vote, the date the board of elections determines that the 

provisional ballot is invalid under section 3505.183 of the 

Revised Code. 

(b) For purposes of determining an elector's voter 

registration date under division (C) ( 9) (a) of this section, all 
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of the following apply: 

(i) An elector's voter registration date shall not be 

during the period beginning on the day after the close of voter 

registration before an election and ending on the day of the 

election. If the date determined under division (C) (9) (a) of 

this section would be during that period, the voter registration 

date instead shall be the date on which the board of elections 

processes the applicatio~ to register to vote after the day of 

the election. 

(ii) A change of address or change of name =arm, including 

a provisional ballot affirmation that serves as a change of 

address or change of name form, is not considered an application 

to register to vote. 

(iii) An application to register to vote that is submitted 

by an individual who is already registered to vote in this state 

is not considered an application to register to vote. 

(10) The elector's voting history, including all of the 

following for each election in which the elector cast a ballot 

that was counted: 

(a) The date of the election; 

(b) If the election was a primary election, the political 

party whose ballot the elector cast at the primary election or 

an indication that the elector voted only on the questions and 

issues appearing on the ballot at a special election held on the 

day of the primary election; 

(c) The type of ballot the elector cast. 

(11) The elector's last activity date, which shall be 

determined in accordance with rules adopted by the secretary of 
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state pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code7L 

(12) The date, if any. on which a board of elections 

verified that the elector is a United States citizen, as 

described in division (A) (1) of section 3503.201 of the Revised 

Code, and which proof of citizenship, as defined in division 

IEE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code. was presented as 

evidence the elector is a United States citizen; 

(13) The citizenship verification source, as defined in 

division (FF) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code; 

(14) Whether the elector registered to vote using a 

federal or state form; 

(15) Whether the elector was required to cast a 

provisional ballot, and the reason the elector was required to 

cast a provisional ballot, except if the elector 1 s provisional 

ballot was counted under section 3505.183 of the Revised Code. 

the indication that the elector was required to cast a 

provisional ballot shall be removed from the database; 

(16) Whether the elector's United State citizenship has 

been verified, and, if so, whether the elector is a citizen of 

the United States. 

(17) Any other information the secretary of state requires 

to be included by rule adopted pursuant to Chapter 119. of the 

Revised Code. 

(D) Every day during the period beginning o~ the forty­

sixth day before an election and ending on the eighty-first day 

after the day of the election, a board of elections shall create 

a daily record of its voter registration database as of four 

p.m. and shall transmit the daily record to the secretary of 

state in a secure manner prescribed by the secretary of state. 
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The secretary of state shall archive the daily record and retain 

it for at least twenty-two months after the day of the election. 

(E) The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to 

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to implement this section and 

sections 3503.151 to 3503.153 of the Revised Code, including 

rules doing all of the following: 

(1) Specifying the manner in which any voter registration 

records maintained by boards of elections in other data formats 

shall be converted for inclusion in the statewide voter 

registration database; 

(2) Establishing a uniform method for entering voter 

registration records into the statewide voter registration 

database on an expedited basis, but not less than once per day, 

if new registration information is received, and for 

transmitting information securely to the secretary of state; 

(3) Establishing a uniform method for purging canceled 

voter registration records from the statewide voter registration 

database in accordance w~th section 3503.21 of the Revised Code; 

(4) Specifying the persons authorized to add, delete, 

modify, or print records contained in the statewide voter 

registration database and to make updates of that database; 

(5) Establishing a process for annually auditing the 

information contained in the statewide voter registration 

database. 

(F) A board of elections promptly shall purge a voter's 

name and voter registration information from the statewide voter 

registration database in accordance with the rules adopted by 

the secretary of state under division (E) (3) of this section 

after the cancellation of a voter's registration under section 
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3503.21 of the Revised Code. 

(G) The secretary of state shall provide training in the 

operation of the statewide voter registration database to each 

board of elections and to any persons authorized by the 

secretary of state to add, delete, modify, or print database 

records, and to conduct updates of the database. 

(H) A board of elections and any vendor with which it 

contracts to provide voter registration software or related 

services shall ensure that the board 1 s voter registration system 

and practices comply with the requirements of this section and 

any rules adopted under this section. 

Sec. 3503.151. (A) The secretary of state, through the 

office of data analytics and archives, and the boards of 

elections shall maintain the accuracy of the statewide voter 

registration database in accordance with this section. 

(B) (1) State agencies, including, but not limited to, the 

department of health, the bureau of motor vehicles, the 

department of job and family services, the department of 

medicaid, and the department of rehabilitation and corrections, 

shall provide any information and data to the secretary of state 

that is collected in the course of normal business and that is 

necessary to register to vote, to update an elector 1 s 

registration, or to maintain the statewide voter registration 

database, except where prohibited by federal law or regulation. 

The department of health, the bureau of motor vehicles, the 

department of job and family services, the department of 

medicaid, and the department of rehabilitation and corrections 

shall provide that information and data to the secretary of 

state not later than the last day of each month. The secretary 

of state shall ensure that any information or data provided to 
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the secretary of state that is confidential in the possession of 

the entity providing the data remains confidential while in the 

possession of the secretary of state. No public office, and no 

public official or employee, shall sell that information or data 

or use that information or data for profit. 

(2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules under Chapter 

119. of the Revised Code that establish, by mutual agreement 

with the bureau of motor vehicles, the content and format of the 

information and data the bureau of motor vehicles shall provide 

to the secretary of state under division (B) (1) of this section 

and the frequency with which the bureau shall provide that 

information and data. 

(3) The secretary of state shall obtain and make the 

information and data the bureau of motor vehicles provides to 

the secretary of state under division /Bl Ill of this section, 

and any data and information obtained from any source listed in 

division (FF) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code, available 

to the boards of elections for purposes of registering voters, 

updating voter registrations, or maintaining the statewide voter 

registration database, except where prohibited by federal law or 

regulations. 

(C) (1) The secretary of state shall enter into agreements 

to share information or data that is in the possession of the 

secretary of state with other states or groups of states, as the 

secretary of state considers necessary, in order to maintain the 

statewide voter registration database. Except as otherwise 

provided in division (C) (2) of this section, the secretary of 

state shall ensure that any information or data provided to the 

secretary of state that is confidential in the possession of the 

state providing the data remains confidential while in the 
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possession of the secretary of state. 

(2) The secretary of state may provide such otherwise 

confidential information or data to persons or organizations 

that are engaging in legitimate governmental purposes related to 

the maintenance of the statewide voter registration database. 

The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 

119. of the Revised Code identifying the persons or 

organizations who may receive that information or data. The 

secretary of state shall not share that information or data with 

a person or organization not identified in those rules. The 

secretary of state shall ensure that a person or organization 

that receives confidential information or data under this 

division keeps the information or data confidential in the 

person's or organization's possession by, at a minimum, entering 

into a confidentiality agreement with the person or 

organization. Any confidentiality agreement entered into under 

this division shall include a requirement that the person or 

organization submit to the jurisdiction of this state in the 

event that the person or organization breaches the agreement. 

(3) No person or entity that receives information or data 

under division (C) of this section shall sell the information or 

data or use the information or data for profit. 

(D) The secretary of state shall regularly transmit to the 

boards of elections, to the extent permitted by state and 

federal law, the information and data the secretary of state 

receives under divisions (B) and (C) of this section that is 

necessary to do the following, in order to ensure that the 

accuracy of the statewide voter registration database is 

maintained on a regular basis in accordance with applicable 

state and federal law: 
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(1) Require the boards of elections to maintain the 

database in a manner that ensures that the name of each 

registered elector appears in the database, that only 

individuals who are not registered or eligible to vote are 

removed from the database, and that duplicate registrations are 

eliminated from the database; 

(2) Require the boards of elections to Rtake a ,eeaseftal9le 

effert te remove individuals who are not eligible to vote from 

the database; 

(3) Establish safeguards to ensure that eligible electors 

are not removed in error from the database. 

(E) (1) The secretary of state shall use the information in 

the statewide voter registration database and the databases of 

the bureau of motor vehicles and the United States social 

security administration to prepare and transmit to each board of 

elections a monthly report, in addition to a report immediately 

after the deadline to register to vote in an election, that 

identifies each voter registration record in the county to which 

any of the following apply and that has not been identified in a 

previous report: 

(a) The record contains neither an Ohio driver's license 

or state identification card number nor the last four digits of 

a social security number. 

(b) The record contains an Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number, but one of the following applies: 

(i) The number does not exist in the records of the bureau 

of motor vehicles. 

(ii) The number exists in the records of the bureau of 

motor vehicles but is not associated with the first name, last 
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name, and date of birth that appear in the voter registration 

record. 

(iii) Except as otherwise provided in division (E) (2) of 

this section, the number exists in the records of the bureau of 

motor vehicles and is associated with the first name, last name, 

and date of birth that appear in the voter registration record, 

but the residence address that appears in the records of the 

bureau of motor vehicles is not the same as the residence 

address that appears in the voter registration record. 

(c) The record contains the last four digits of a social 

security number, but one of the following applies: 

(i) Those digits de not exist in the records of the United 

States social security administration. 

(ii) Those digits exist in the records of the United 

States social security administration but are not associated 

with the first name, last name, and date of birth that appear in 

the voter registration record. 

(iii) Those digits exist in the records of the United 

States social security administration, and are associated with 

the first name, last name, and date of birth that appear in the 

voter registration record, but available records from the bureau 

of motor vehicles indicate that the registrant has a current and 

valid Ohio driver's license or state identification number, and 

that the number is not in the voter registration record. 

(2) The report shall exclude any voter registration record 

described in division (El (1) (b) (iii) belonging to an elector to 

whom either of the following applies: 

(a) The elector is a participant in the address 

confidentiality program described in sections 111.41 to 111.99 
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of the Revised Code. 

(b) The elector is a designated public service worker, as 

described in section 149.43 of the Revised Code, and one of the 

following applies: 

(il The elector has submitted a redaction request to the 

secretary of state or to the board of elections under section 

149.45 of the Revised Code. 

(ii) It is otherwise apparent from the elector 1 s voter 

registration record or from the records of the bureau of motor 

vehicles that the elector is a designated public service worker. 

(31 The board of elections shall proceed under section 

3503.202 of the Revised Code not later than two weeks after 

receiving the report. 

(4) Subject to division (A) (2) of section 3503.13 of the 

Revised Code. the secretary of state shall make the information 

in each report available to the public on the secretary of 

state's official web site. 

(F) (1) The secretary of state shall adopt rules under 

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to establish a uniform method 

for addressing instances in which records contained in the 

statewide voter registration database do not conform with 

records maintained by an agency, state, or group of states 

described in division (Bl or (C) of this section. That method 

shall prohibit an elector's voter registration from being 

canceled on the sole basis that the information in the 

registration record does not conform to records maintained by 

such an agency. 

(2) Information provided under division (B) or (C) of this 

section for maintenance of the statewide voter registration 
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database shall not be used to update the name or address of a 

registered elector. The name or address of a registered elector 

shall only be updated as a result of the elector's actions in 

filing a notice of change of name, change of address, or both. 

(3) lrExcept as otherwise provided in section 3503.201 of 

the Revised Code, a board of elections shall contact a 

registered elector pursuant to the rules adopted under division 

(E) (1) (F) (1) of this section to verify the accuracy of the 

information in the statewide voter registration database 

regarding that elector if that information does not conform with 

information provided under division (B) or (C) of this section 

and the discrepancy would affect the elector's eligibility to 

cast a regular ballot. 

Sec. 3503.152. The secretary of state shall conduct ftft­

aflnual a monthly review of the statewide voter registration 

database, and shall conduct a review immediately after the 

deadline to register to vote in an election, for each election, 

to identify pcraeris individuals who appear flet are verified to 

be United States citizens, as follows: 

(A) The secretary of state shall compare the information 

in the statewide voter registration database with the 

information the secretary of state obtains from the bureau of 

motor vehicles and other approved sources under section 3503.151 

of the Revised Code to identify all) l'e,eseR all individuals who 

dees all ef the felle,,iRg, ill the felle.,iREj e,edef. 

(1) St119tt1its deet1H\efttatie!t te El,e 19t1i,eat1 ef o,etei, ,ehielea 

that ifldieatea that the pei,seu is ftet a URited States eitieeR, 

(2) Registei,s te ,ete, st119tt1its a ,etef J"e~isti,atieR ehan~e 

ef reaideitee er cflar,13e ef Raffle ferm, er v etes ifl tl:tis sta:tc, 
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(3) Submits el:oe1::1mentation Ee the l5tn:eatl of ;motex vehicles 

that indicates that the f:,CfSOh is fl:Ot a are verified to be 

United States eitiEencitizens. The individual's information in 

the statewide voter registration database shall be updated to 

indicate whether the individual is a verified United States 

citizen or not a verified United States citizen. 

-fB+ (B) (1) The secretary of state shall send a report to 

each board of elections of the individuals residing in the 

county who have been identified under division (A) of this 

section and shall make the report available to the public, and 

the report shall include the following: 

(a) Individuals that have been identified as not being a 

verified United States citizen, who were not included in the 

previous report, or who had no citizenship indication in the 

previous report; 

(b) Individuals that have been identified as not being a 

verified United States citizen, who were previously identified 

as a verified United States citizen, including individuals who 

are no longer United States citizens; 

(c) Individuals who were identified as not being a 

verified United States c~tizen in the previous report, or who 

had no citizenship indication in the previous report, who have 

been identified as a United States citizen, including the date 

of verification, and whether the information regarding 

citizenship verification source and evidence of citizenship is 

missing; 

(d) Individuals that have been identified as not being a 

verified United States citizen, or being a verified United 

States citizen, if there is no longer an indication of 
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citizenship. 

(21 The board of elections and the secretary of state 

shall review each report and investigate any irregularities. The 

board of elections shall make necessary updates to the voter 

registration database within two weeks after receiving each 

report, including both of the following: 

(al Changing an individual's information to reflect that 

an individual has or has not been verified as a United States 

citizen, as applicable. If the individual has been verified as a 

United States citizen, the date the individual was verified, the 

type of evidence used to verify citizenship, and the citizenship 

verification source. If the individual is not a verified United 

States citizen, marking the individual's name in the official 

registration list and in the poll list or signature pollbook to 

indicate that the individual must vote by provisional ballot, 

and the reason why. 

(b) Removing a provisional ballot indication for any 

individual that has been verified as a United States citizen, if 

the database indicates that the only reason the individual was 

required to cast a provisional ballot was that the individual 

was not verified as a United States citizen. 

(31 The board of elections shall send a wricten notice to 

each pef88fl individual that has been identified as not being a 

verified United States citizen under division (A) of this 

section, which shall inform the individual that the individual 

must cast a provisional ballot until the applicant's citizenship 

can be verified, instructing the 13ersen individual either to 

ce1tfirrn that the perseR is a URii::eEl. States citi2eI1 provide proof 

of citizenship to the board of elections of the county in which 

the individual resides or to submit a completed voter 
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registration cancellation form to the see£eta£ 1 ef state board. 

The see£eta£ 1 ef state board shall include a blank voter 

registration cancellation form with the notice, as well as an 

information sheet, as prescribed by the secretary of state 

explaining why the individual has not been verified as a United 

States citizen, and what steps the individual can take to be 

verified as a United States citizen. The information sheet shall 

include all of the following information: 

(al Proof of United States citizenship can be provided to 

the board of elections any time before an election, and within 

four days after an election, and once the board verifies United 

States citizenship, the board will remove the indication that 

the individual must cast a provisional ballot, unless there are 

other reasons the individual must cast a provisional ballot; 

(bl Instructions on how to obtain evidence of United 

States citizenship, such as a passport or birth certificate, or 

how to request a hearing before the board of elections to 

establish United States citizenship under section 3503.012 of 

the Revised Code, for individuals who believe the individual is 

a United States citizen, but lacks evidence to verify; 

(c) Guidance on how to obtain a free state identification 

card with verified United States citizenship status through the 

bureau of motor vehicles; 

{dl Information on how the board of elections' expanded 

disability and confined services program will accept evidence of 

proof of citizenship; 

(el How to contact the board of elections with questions; 

(f) When conductina the first comprehensive citizen review 

of the statewide voter registration database after the effective 
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date of this amendment. an additional pamphlet prescribed by the 

secretary of state explaining why the individual is receiving a 

notice requesting proof of citizenship and why the additional 

information is necessary to provide secure and accurate voter 

rolls. H 

(4l If the individual provides proof of citizenship to the 

board of elections. the board promptly shall record that fact. 

and the evidence verifying United States citizenship, in the 

individual's registration record, including the citizenship 

verification source and the date the individual's citizenship 

was verified. and notify the secretary of state. The board shall 

attempt to determine the authenticity of the evidence of proof 

of citizenship using information from the bureau of motor 

vehicles or other sources under section 3503.151 of the Revised 

Code. and if the board cannot verify that the individual is a 

United States citizen, the board shall send a notice to the 

individual, notify the secretary of state, and refer the matter 

to an appropriate prosecuting authority. If the board verifies 

that the individual is a United States citizen, the board shall 

proceed under division (Bl of section 3503.201 of the Revised 

Code. 

(5l If the individual cancels the individual's voter 

registration, the board promptly shall notify the secretary of 

state and refer the matter to an appropriate prosecuting 

authority. 

(Cl If, within thirty days after the first notice is sent 

under division (B) of this section. the per3afl individual fails 

to reopeuel ta tfle oeeretarJ ef otate i11 the manner eleoeribeel ifl 

elioisieu (C) er (D) ef this seetiefl uet later thafl tltirt:y ela:ys 

after the Retiee is seftt provide proof of citizenship to the 
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board of elections or cancel the person's voter registration, 

the aeeretar 1 ef atate board promptly shall send the ~eraea 

individual a second notice and form. 

(C) If, aet lateY thaa ai,ct 1 elca1a after the firat aetiee 

io aeflt, a f:,EYS6h whe is aer1t a uatiee t1ndet: cli v iaier. (D) ef 

this aectien .Eea:r,e:ttds t:e t:fle oecrctar} ef stat:e, eeflfiJ:.:ntin13 that 

the persefl is a UHitccl States eiti:z:efl, the secl:'etar.9 ef st.a1::e 

afiall take fl.O aetieh ce11eet?Bin13 tfle J?Craeit's veter fegiot:Ea:l:.ieh. 

(D) If, aet lateY thaa ai,,t 1 ela1s afteY the fi,eat netiee 

11Tas sent., a p:eYooon whe receives a uetiee t1:Iteler elivisiofl (D} ef 

t.hio occtiefl oeneio a CGffll"letccl ooi:.ef re13ist:eatieR eancellatian 

ferflt te t:he occrctar:y af otat:e, the oecretarJ ef st.ate shall 

iJtatnwt the eea,eel ef eleetieas ef the eeuat1 ia .. hieh the 

perooH is l:'egiotered ta eaRcel the 13eroor,. 1 s regiotratiofl:. 

-f£+--c(D) (1) If a ~e,eaea ,.l,e ia aeJtt , within thirty days 

after a second notice is sent under division -fBt-1':_Lof this 

section the -individual fails to reapeMi te the see,eeta,e 1 ef 

state iR the tt,aJtJteY eleacribeel ill eli,iaiea (C) e,e (D) ef thia 

seetiea aet lateY thali thi,ety ela1a after the seem,el r,etiee ia 

frei=r-e provide proof of citizenship to the board of elections or 

cancel the individual's voter registration, the secrctar~ ef 

atate board shall refer the matter to the atterae 1 geReral 

secretary of state and the appropriate prosecuting authority for 

further investigation and possible prosecution under section 

3599.11, 3599.12, 3599.13, or any other applicable section of 

the Revised Code. H,-

(2) If. after the thirtieth ela1 afte,e the s~eer,el r,etiee is 

e-efrE- secretary of state refers a person to the appropriate 

prosecuting authority under division (D) (1) of this section, the 

~e,eaer, aeaels a eettt~leteel individual provides proof of 
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citizenship to the board of elections or cancels the 

individual's voter registration ear1eellatie:t1 farffi. t:o the 

seeretarJ ef at:ate, the aee:EetarJ of state shall if=istruct the 

board of elections of the eemrt_y iR 'iirhieh the pe:eaeH is 

·eeyiotcrcel to caflcel tl=.tc pe:eaon 1a Yegistration ahel shall notify 

the atteYflCJ general secretary of state and the prosecuting 

authority of tl,e e,meellatiefl that fact. 

(F) 'l'l,e seeretari, ef state shall Rat eeu!uet the reo ie" 

eleseribecl ifl this seetiefi ooriH'3 the Binet, cla1 s iffiffiecliatel 1 

rreeedin~ a primar1 er general election for feclcral office. 

Sec. 3503.153. (A) The statewide voter registration 

database shall be made available on a web site of the office of 

the secretary of state as follows: 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (A) (2) of 

this section, the following information from the statewide voter 

registration database regarding a registered elector shall be 

made available on the web site: 

(a) The elector's name; 

(b) The elector's birth date; 

(c) The elector's current residence address; 

(d) The elector's precinct number; 

(e) The elector 1 s voter registration date, as described in 

division (C) (9) of section 3503.15 of the Revised Code; 

(f) The elector's voting history, including the date of 

each election, the political party for primary elections, and 

the type of ballot each elector casts as described in division 

(C) (10) of section 3503 .15 of the Revised Code; 
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(g) The elector's last activity date, as described in 

division (C) (11) of section 3503.15 of the Revised Code;_ 

(h} Whether the elector was required to cast a provisional 

ballot in the most recent election the elector vo~ed in and the 

reason the elector was required to cast a provisional ballot, 

which may include the following, but which shall be removed if 

that ballot was subsequently counted under section 3505.183 of 

the Revised Code; 

(i) The acknowledgement notice under section 3503.152 of 

the Revised Code was returned undeliverable. 

(ii) The elector has not provided verifiable proof of 

United States citizenship. 

(iii) The elector's driver's license number, state 

identification number, or the last four digits of the elector 1 s 

social security number could not be verified or does not match 

the number found in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles 

or the records from any citizenship verification source. 

(iv) The elector's residence address is not valid. 

(i) Whether the elector registered to vote with a federal 

or state form; 

(j) Whether or not the elector has been verified as a 

United States citizen and, if so, the date the elector was 

verified as a United States citizen under section 3503.201 of 

the Revised Code, the ev'dence the elector used as proof of 

citizenship, and the citizenship verification source. 

(2) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or 

general election, the web site interface of the statewide voter 

registration database shall permit an elector to search for the 
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polling location at which that elector may cast a ballot. 

(3) No information in the statewide voter registration 

database that is exempt from disclosure under division (A) (2) of 

section 3503.13 of the Revised Code shall be made available on 

the web site. 

(4) The web site shall have the contact information for 

all boards of elections in this state, as well as information on 

how to verify citizenship for the purposes of voter registration 

and information about actions that may be taken to remove a 

provisional ballot indication and cast a regular ballot instead 

of a provisional ballot. 

(B) (1) The secretary of state shall establish, by rule 

adopted under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, a process for 

boards of elections to notify the secretary of state of changes 

in the locations of precinct polling places for the purpose of 

updating the information made available on the secretary of 

state's web site under division (A) (2) of this section. Those 

rules shall require a board of elections, during the thirty days 

before the day of a primary or general election, to notify the 

secretary of state within one business day of any change to the 

location of a precinct polling place within the county. 

(2) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or 

general election, not later than one business day after 

receiving a notification from a county pursuant to division (B) 

(1) of this section that the location of a precinct polling 

place has changed, the secretary of state shall update that 

information on the secretary of state's web site for the purpose 

of division (A) (2) of this section. 

Sec. 3503.16. (A) Except as otherwise provided in division 
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(E) of section 111.44 of the Revised Code, whenever a registered 

elector changes the place of residence of that registered 

elector from one precinct to another within a county or from one 

county to another, or has a change of name, that registered 

elector shall report the change by delivering a change of 

residence or change of name form, whichever is appropriate, as 

prescribed by the secretary of state under section 3503.14 of 

the Revised Code to the state or local office of a designated 

agency, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, the office of the county treasurer, the office of the 

secretary of state, any office of the registrar or deputy 

registrar of motor vehicles, or any office of a board of 

elections in person or by a third person. Any voter 

registration, change of address, or change of name application, 

returned by mail, may be sent only to the secretary of state or 

the board of elections. 

A registered elector also may update the registration of 

that registered elector by filing a change of residence or 

change of name form on the day of a special, primary, or general 

election at the polling place in the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides or at the board of elections or at 

another site designated by the board. 

(B) (1) (a) Ali'! regi~terea eleetcer ,.l,e me, es "itchiR a 

precihct Gfl ef pt?ier to the ela:1 ef a gc11cral, prittcafJ, er 

special electio:tt aFJ:cl hao 11ot fileel: a R-etiee cf eha1tge cf 

resiaeRee ,,itch the eeara ef eleel:iehs ma, , etce iR that eleetcieR 

e, geiR'J tee that registcerea eleetcer's assigRea ~olliR'J ~laee, 

eemplci:.in~ attd: ::lig11in~ a Ro'Eiee of eha11ge of resideRcc, ahowiflg 

~ltel:e iaer,tcifieatcien, ar,a east in~ a ballet. 

(e) Ar,1 registcerea eleetcer "he ehaRges the Itame ef H,atc 

Page 50 

1409 

1410 

1411 

1412 

1413 

1414 

1415 

1416 

1417 

1418 

1419 

1420 

1421 

1422 

1423 

1424 

1425 

1426 

1427 

1428 

1429 

1430 

1431 

1432 

1433 

1434 

1435 

1436 

1437 

1438 

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000189



Sub. H. 8. No. 552 
1_135_2466-5 

registered elector anel remaifls u.ithiR a t3reciuct Ofl er prio:E to 

tfie el.aJ of a gefleral, prirnarJ, Of special election afld has fl.et 

fileel a Itctice of cha11ge of flOfhC 111ii=:h the floarel. of eleetioRa ntaJ 

vote ifl that election 13] goi1tg to tfla:E YegioteYe0: elcctcr 1 a 

aaaieyRee. :t'GlliRey :t'laee, eeffl:t'letiRey a11e. aigRiRg a Retiee ef a 

ehaflgc of rtaffie, aftcl east.i11g a r:,revisio1tal ballet ~:urdeY section 

3§0§.181 ef tfte Re,iaee. Cee.e. If tHe regiateree. eleeter :t're,ie.ea 

te tfte :t'feeiRet eleetieh effieiala !'reef ef a le,ial Rarne eltaf!Ej'C, 

a1:1cfl as a n,aYriage lieen .... e er eeu:rl:. e:eeler that iFicludes the 

elector I s e1:1Yre1tt an:cl J')rier names, the electoY ma3 contplcte afld 

aigR a notice of chaagc of Bame aad east a reg1:1lar f)allat. 

fr+- l.!l.l Any registered elector who moves freo, Glie :t'reeh,et 

te aRGtfter within a county, does not move but changes the 

elector's name, or moves from eRe preei11ct t:e aRothce within a 

county and changes the name of that registered elector on or 

prior to the day of a general, primary, or special election and 

has not filed a notice of change of residence or change of name, 

whichever is appropriate, with the board of elections may vote 

in that election if that registered elector complies with 

division (G) of this section or does all of the following: 

+at-llLAppears at aB1tirne any time during regular 

business hours on or after the twenty-eighth day prior to the 

election in which that registered elector wishes to vote or, if 

the election is held on the day of a presidential primary 

election, the twenty-fifth day prior to the election, through 

noon of the Saturday prior to the election at the office of the 

board of elections, appears at any time during regular business 

hours on the Monday prior to the election at the office of the 

board of elections, or appears on the day of the election at 

either of the following locations: 
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+i+-lill_The polling place for the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides; 

(ii) JQLThe office of the board of elections or, if 

pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code 

the board has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections. 

-fbt-flLCompletes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot 

envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence 

or change of name, whichever is appropriate; 

-fe+-QLVotes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 

of the Revised Code at the polling place, at the office of the 

board of elections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 

3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated another 

location in the county at which registered electors may vote, at 

that other location instead of the office of the board of 

elections, whichever is appropriate, using the address to which 

that registered elector has moved or the name of that registered 

elector as changed, whichever is appropriate; 

+J+-1.1.LCompletes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that that registered 

elector moved or had a change of name, whichever is appropriate, 

on or prior to the day of the election, has voted a provisional 

ballot at the polling place for the precinct in which that 

registered elector resides, at the office of the board of 

elections, or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of 

the Revised Code the board has designated another location in 

the county at which registered electors may vote, at that other 

location instead of the office of the board of elections, 
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whichever is appropriate, and will not vote or attempt to vote 

at any other location for that particular election. 

(C) Any registered elector who moves from one county to 

another county within the state on or prior to the day of a 

general, primary, or special election and has not registered to 

vote in the county to which that registered elector moved may 

vote in that election if that registered elector complies with 

division (G) of this section or does all of the following: 

(1) Appears at any time during regular business hours on 

or after the twenty-eighth day prior to the election in which 

that registered elector wishes to vote or, if the election is 

held on the day of a presidential primary election, the twenty­

fifth day prior to the election, through noon of the Saturday 

prior to the election at the office of the board of elections 

or, if pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the 

Revised Code the board has designated another location in the 

county at which registered electors may vote, at that other 

location instead of the office of the board of elections, 

appears during regular business hours on the Monday prior to the 

election at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant 

to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board 

has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections, or appears on the day of 

the election at the office of the board of elections or, if 

pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code 

the board has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections; 

(2) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 
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falsification, the written affirmation on the provisional ballot 

envelope, which shall serve as a notice of change of residence; 

(3) Votes a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code at the office of the board of elections or, if 

pursuant to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code 

the board has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location instead of 

the office of the board of elections, using the address to which 

that registered elector has moved; 

(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that that registered 

elector has moved from one county to another county within the 

state on or prior to the day of the election, has voted at the 

office of the board of elections or, if pursuant to division (C) 

of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board has designated 

another location in the county at which registered electors may 

vote, at that other location instead of the office of the board 

of elections, and will not vote or attempt to vote at any other 

location for that particular election. 

(D) A person who votes by absent voter's ballots pursuant 

to division (G) of this section shall not make written 

application for the ballots pursuant to Chapter 3509. of the 

Revised Code. Ballots cast pursuant to division (G) of this 

section shall be set aside in a special envelope and counted 

during the official canvass of votes in the manner provided for 

in sections 3505.32 and 3509.06 of the Revised Code insofar as 

that manner is applicable. The board shall examine the pollbooks 

to verify that no ballot was cast at the polls or by absent 

voter's ballots under Chapter 3509. or 3511. of the Revised Code 

by an elector who has voted by absent voter's ballots pursuant 
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to division (G) of this section. Any ballot determined to be 

insufficient for any of the reasons stated above or stated in 

section 3509.07 of the Revised Code shall not be counted. 

Subject to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised 

Code, a board of elections may lease or otherwise acquire a site 

different from the office of the board at which registered 

electors may vote pursuant to division (B) or (C) of this 

section. 

(E) Upon receiving a notice of change of residence or 

change of name, the board of elections shall iftlftteeliactel 1 senel 

the i,e§isti,acnt "'" acelmm'1eel§ffle1tt netiee. If the ehacn§e cf 

reaidehee er ehaflge ef Itance fletiee is v aliel, the haaYel. a hall 

t>f'elcrte the , etei,' s i,egisti,a,tieR as al'l'"6!'"iate. If that fe""' is 

i1teeffl!'lete, the beai,el shall infei,fft the i,egisti,a1tt i1t tl->e 

ach:i9:a,,rle8:~merrE 11et:iee apecifiecl i1t this eli o i.aieh af the 

ihfGrffiatieh ItCCC338:]~"'Y t:e CGffiPlet:e GE upelate t:ltat: regi3t:Yaht 1 3 

registratien process it in accordance with section 3503.201 of 

the Revised Code. 

(F) Change of residence and change of name forms shall be 

available at each polling place, and when these forms are 

completed, noting changes of residence or name, as appropriate, 

they shall be filed with election officials at the polling 

place. Election officials shall return completed forms, together 

with the pollbooks and tally sheets, to the board of elections. 

The board of elect~ons shall provide change of residence 

and change of name forms to the probate court and court of 

common pleas. The court shall provide the forms to any person 

eighteen years of age or older who has a change of name by order 

of the court or who applies for a marriage license. The court 

shall forward all completed forms to the board of elections 
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within five days after receiving them. 

(G) A registered elector who otherwise would qualify to 

vote under division (B) or (C) of this section but is unable to 

appear at the office of the board of elections or, if pursuant 

to division (C) of section 3501.10 of the Revised Code the board 

has designated another location in the county at which 

registered electors may vote, at that other location, on account 

of personal illness, physical disability, or infirmity, may vote 

on the day of the election if that registered elector does all 

of the following: 

(1) Makes a written application on a form prescribed by 

the secretary of state that includes all of the information 

required under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code to the 

appropriate board for an absent voter's ballot on or after the 

twenty-seventh day prior to the election in which the registered 

elector wishes to vote through the close of business on the 

seventh day prior to that election and requests that the absent 

voter's ballot be sent to the address to which the registered 

elector has moved if the registered elector has rr,oved, or to the 

address of that registered elector who has not mcved but has had 

a change of name; 

(2) Declares that the registered elector has moved or had 

a change of name, whichever is appropriate, and otherwise is 

qualified to vote under the circumstances described in division 

(B) or (C) of this section, whichever is appropriate, but that 

the registered elector is unable to appear at the board of 

elections because of personal illness, physical disability, or 

infirmity; 

(3) Completes and returns along with the completed absent 

voter's ballot a notice of change of residence indicating the 
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address to which the registered elector has moved, or a notice 

of change of name, whichever is appropriate; 

(4) Completes and signs, under penalty of election 

falsification, a statement attesting that the registered elector 

has moved or had a change of name on or prior to the day before 

the election, has voted by absent voter's ballot because of 

personal illness, physical disability, or infirmity that 

prevented the registered elector from appearing at the board of 

elections, and will not vote or attempt to vote at any other 

location or by absent voter's ballot mailed to any other 

location or address for that particular election. 

Sec. 3503.19. (A) Persons qualified to register or to 

change their registration because of a change of address or 

change of name may register or change their registration in 

person at any state or local office of a designated agency, at 

the office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, at a public high school or vocational school, at a 

public library, at the office of a county treasurer, or at a 

branch office established by the board of elections, or in 

person, through another person, or by mail at the office of the 

secretary of state or at the office of a board of elections. A 

registered elector may also change the elector's registration on 

election day at any polling place where the elector is eligible 

to vote, in the manner provided under section 3503.16 of the 

Revised Code. 

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the 

office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, or the office of a county treasurer shall transmit any 

voter registration application or change of registration form 
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that it receives to the board of elections of the county in 

which the state or local office is located, within five days 

after receiving the voter registration application or change of 

registration form. 

An otherwise valid voter registration application that is 

returned to the appropriate office other than by mail must be 

received by a state or local office of a designated agency, the 

office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, the office of a county treasurer, the office of the 

secretary of state, or the office of a board of elections no 

later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or 

general election for the person to qualify as an elector 

eligible to vote at that election. An otherwise valid 

registration application received after that day entitles the 

elector to vote at all subsequent elections. 

Any state or local office of a designated agency, the 

office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor 

vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public 

library, or the office of a county treasurer shall date stamp a 

registration application or change of name or change of address 

form it receives using a date stamp that does not disclose the 

identity of the state or local office that receives the 

registration. 

Voter registration applications, if otherwise valid, that 

are returned by mail to the office of the secretary of state or 

to the office of a board of elections must be postmarked no 

later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary, special, or 

general election in order for the person to qualify as an 

elector eligible to vote at that election. If an otherwise valid 
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voter registration application that is returned by mail does not 

bear a postmark or a legible postmark, the registration shall be 

valid for that election if received by the office of the 

secretary of state or the office of a board of elections no 

later than twenty-five days preceding any special, primary, or 

general election. 

(B) (1) Any person may apply in person, by telephone, by 

mail, or through another person for voter registration forms to 

the office of the secretary of state or the office of a board of 

elections. An individual who is eligible to vote as a uniformed 

services voter or an overseas voter in accordance with 42 U.S.C. 

1973ff-6 also may apply for voter registration forms by 

electronic means to the office of the secretary of state or to 

the board of elections of the county in which the person's 

voting residence is located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the 

Revised Code. 

(2) (a) An applicant may return the applicant's completed 

registration form in person or by mail to any state or local 

office of a designated agency, to a public high school or 

vocational school, to a public library, to the office of a 

county treasurer, to the office of the secretary of state, or to 

the office of a board of elections. An applicant who is eligible 

to vote as a uniformed services voter or an overseas voter in 

accordance with 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6 also may return the 

applicant's completed voter registration form electronically to 

the office of the secretary of state or to the board of 

elections of the county in which the person's voting residence 

is located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the Revised Code. 

(b) Subject to division (B) (2) (c) of this section, an 

applicant may return the applicant's completed registration form 
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through another person to any board of elections or the office 

of the secretary of state. 

(c) A person who receives compensation for registering a 

voter shall return any registration form entrusted to that 

person by an applicant to any board of elections or to the 

office of the secretary of state. 

(d) If a board of elections or the office of the secretary 

of state receives a registration form under division (B) (2) (b) 

or (c) of this section before the thirtieth day before an 

election, the board or the office of the secretary of state, as 

applicable, shall forward the registration to the board of 

elections of the county in which the applicant is seeking to 

register to vote within ten days after receiving the 

application. If a board of elections or the office of the 

secretary of state receives a registration form under division 

(B) (2) (b) or (c) of this section on or after the thirtieth day 

before an election, the board or the office of the secretary of 

state, as applicable, shall forward the registration to the 

board of elections of the county in which the applicant is 

seeking to register to vote within thirty days after that 

election. 

(C) (l)J.£1. A board of elections that receives a voter 

registration application ,ma is satisfied as te the truth ef Hie 

statemeFJ:ts made ih the regiatratiefl form shall J-?cgiste:e the 

appliear,t net later H,aR b,eRty ls~sir,ess cla1 s after reeei Jing 

process the application, uRlcso that application is receiued 

duri1tg the thirtJ ti.a} a iR1rneeliatel_y prcceeli1tg tl.c daJ ef an 

eleetien in accordance with section 3503.201 of the Revised 

Code. The lseard shall proffij3tl:r netif 1 the appliee:nt ifl "ritiRg 

ef eaeh ef the felle,,ing. 
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(a) '!'he a}?r,lieaht I a registratier., 

(1'3) !£he preeiriet in uflich the apfJlicard:: is te vet:e, 

(e) IR helEl t.1J.3e as felle"s. 

"Vet:ers n,1.1st bring phote iel:e1ttifieatien ta the 1:3ella in 

ereler te o erifJ iele1rtit.9. 1/otcrs tithe ele not pro o i.ele :t3hote 

ieleHtificatiori ti'ill still Jee edslc to v etc l5J eaatiRg a 

pre~iaional Ballot. 11 

'!'he netifieatie1t shall he h'.j heRfer,.arElahle Htail. If the 

mail is YCtt1Yfl:Cel to tLe Boarel:, it shall investigate ane1. cause 

~he Itotification te be elelivereel t.o the correct ael:elress. 

(2) If, after in, estigati1tg as reEjtiirecl t11tEler Eli, isieh (C) 

(1) ef this seetien, the hearEl is tiflahle te ,erif, the ceter 1 s 

co:rreeE a:elel:Eeso, it sfiall cause the voter's Raffle in Ehe official 

registratieu list aREl i1t the J.3ell list er signattiiee pellheek te 

lse n1arkecl to indicate that the "et.er I a r10tifieat.iol'1 oJ'as Ye:Ct1rhecl 

te the eearEl. 

At tfie first clccEioR at whicfl: a o et.er ttffiose Fl:Gf'tte has JseeR 

so marl!:eel a1:9pears ta uete, t.he uet.ef shall Jse Yeei_-uiJ.:cel t.e uetc 

fl'.! piee,ioiehal eallet tinEler seetiefl 3505.181 ef the Re,iseEl 

CeEle. If the J.3Ee,isieRal ballet is eem,teEl J.3t1rst1m,t te clioisien 

(B) (3) ef seetien 3505 .183 ef the Rc,iseEl Cede, the heaieEl shall 

eeYYcct t.hat. o etcr' s Yegist.Yatiefl, if aeedeel, aliel: shall Yeme o c 

the iRdicatiofl that the .. etcr'a fletifieation was retuYflCd fYOfh 

that uete1'.'1 s l'l:ame eh tl.9.e efficial 1'.'egiatYatien list a;fl:el:. efl the 

J.3ell list er siguattire J.3elleeek. If the preoisienal ballet is 

net eem,teEl J.3t1rst1aut te Elioisien (B) (1) (s) (i), (,), er (,i) ef 

seetieh 3505.183 ef the Re,iseEl CeEle, the ,eteie 1 o ieegistieatiefl 

shall ee eaReeleEl. 'l'he eesrEl shall 1tetif 1 the veter,,, URiteEl 

States Htail ef the esheellatieR. 
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(3) If a l!eleiee ef lehe elispesileieh ef an eletei,,.ise ,aliel 

Ee~istratieh at-3t3lieatiofl io sent bJ 19:0flfervitarclable :mail anel is 

fCt 1:1r:rreel tu=teleli v creel, the 19eroeh shall be regiat.ereel as 19:ee v id:eel 

iR eli o ioioh (C) (2) of this sectieh ariel aeitt a eoRfin=natiefl 

Retiee ls'.! fen,anlalsle !flail. If the pei,sel! fails te i,espeflel te 

the eeufirl'l:tat.ion fl:oticc, 1:1pel:ate the person' a regieitration, Of 

,ete ls'.! pi,e,isiellal lsallet as pi,e,ieleel ifl elioisiefl (C) (2) ef 

this occtieri ifl an) election eluYi1tg the pcriecl of two feeleral 

eleeticria 01:1bsequefl:i:: to the Rrailirig of the cenfirmatioh riotiee, 

the pei,se1t's i,egisti,atiefl shall lse ea11eeleel. 

Sec. 3503.201. (Al When the board of elections receives a 

voter registration application or a notice of change of address 

or change of name that is complete, the board shall verify 

whether the applicant is a United States citizen by doing one of 

the following: 

(ll If the applicant has provided the number of the 

applicant's Ohio driver's license or state identification card 

or if the applicant's voter registration record already contains 

that number, confirming, using information obtained from the 

bureau of motor vehicles or from other sources under section 

3503.151 of the Revised Code, that the applicant has submitted 

documentation to the bureau that indicates that the applicant is 

a United States citizen. 

(2) If the applicant has provided the last four digits of 

the applicant's social security number, confirming, using 

information obtained from any source listed in division (FF} of 

section 3501.01 of the Revised Code. that indicates the 

applicant is a United States citizen. 

(3) Determining that the applicant's existing voter 

registration record obtained from the statewide voter 
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registration database indicates that a board of elections has 

previously verified the applicant as a United States citizen. 

(Bl (ll If the board is able to verify the applicant's 

United States citizenship under division (Al (ll of this section, 

the application is complete, and the board is satisfied as to 

the truth of the statements made in the registration form, the 

board shall register the applicant or update the applicant's 

registration and shall indicate whether the applicant registered 

using a federal or state voter registration form, the evidence 

used as proof of citizenship, the citizenship verification 

source, and the date on which the applicant 1 s citizenship was 

verified, and shall, if applicable, remove any indications that 

the applicant must cast a provisional ballot as long as no other 

reasons exist that the applicant must cast a provisional ballot, 

not later than twenty business days after receiving the 

application, unless that application is received during the 

thirty days immediately preceding the day of an election, and 

promptly shall send the applicant an acknowledgment notice. 

(2l The acknowledgment notice shall include all of the 

following information: 

(a) The fact that the elector has been registered to vote 

or has had the elector's registration updated, as applicable; 

(bl The precinct in which the elector is to vote; 

(cl In bold type as follows: 

"Voters must bring photo identification to the polls in 

order to verify identity. Voters who do not provide photo 

identification will still be able to vote by casting a 

provisional ballot. If a voter recently became a United States 

citizen, the voter must provide the voter 1 s naturalization 
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certificate to the bureau of motor vehicles and have the voter's 

driver's license or state identification updated in order to 

cast a regular ballot. Otherwise, the voter must present a 

current and valid United States passport or passport card, or a 

United States military identification card, Ohio national guard 

identification card, or Cnited States department of veterans 

affairs identification card. Failure to update driver 1 s license 

or state identification, or to present any of the identification 

listed above, may result in a requirement to vote 

provisionally." 

(3) The board promptly shall send the acknowledgment 

notice by nonforwardable mail. If the acknowledgment notice is 

returned to the board as undeliverable, it shall investigate and 

cause the acknowledgment notice to be delivered to the correct 

address. 

(4) If, after investigating as required under division (B) 

(3) of this section, the board is unable to verify the elector's 

correct address, it shall proceed under section 3503.202 of the 

Revised Code. 

(C) If the board is unable to verify the apolicant's 

United States citizenship under division (A) of this section or 

if the application is otherwise incomplete, the board promptly 

shall proceed under divisions (B) (2), (B) (3), (C), and (D) of 

section 3503.152 of the Revised Code. 

(D) If the board determines that the applicant appears not 

to be eligible to vote, the board shall reject the form and 

refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney of the county for 

investigation. 

Sec. 3503.202. (A) When either of the following occurs, 
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the board of elections shall send the elector a confirmation 

notice and shall mark the elector's name in the official 

·registration list and in the poll list or signature pollbook to 

indicate that the elector must vote by provisional ballot, and 

the reason why: 

(ll The board determines that it is unable to verify an 

elector's residence address, as described in division (B) (4) of 

section 3503.201 of the Revised Code. 

(21 (al The board receives a report from the secretary of 

state under division (El of section 3503.151 of the Revised Code 

indicating that the board must verify the elector's Ohio 

driver's license or state identification card number, the last 

four digits of the elector's social security number, or the 

elector's residence address. 

(bl The board shall not follow the procedures of division 

(Al (21 (al of this section on the basis that an elector appears 

in a report indicating that the board must verify the elector's 

residence address if it is apparent to the board that the 

elector is a participant in the address confidentiality program 

described in sections 111.41 to 111.99 of the Revised Code or is 

a designated public service worker as described in section 

149.43 of the Revised Code. 

(c} Upon receiving notice in a subsequent report under 

division (Al (21 (al of this section that an elector's residence 

address in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles has been 

updated to match the elector's residence address in the voter 

registration record, the board shall remove the indication that 

the elector must vote by provisional ballot for that reason and 

shall remove the indication that the elector must vote by 

provisional ballot if no other reasons exist that require the 
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elector to cast a provisional ballot. 

(B) (1) If the board must verify an elector's residence 

address, and the elector provides a valid residence address to 

the board before the elector next appears to vote, the board 

shall correct the elector's registration, if needed, and shall 

remove the indication that the elector must vote by provisional 

ballot for that reason and shall remove the indication that the 

elector must vote by provisional ballot if no other reasons 

exist that require the elector to cast a provisional ballot. 

(2) If the board must verify an elector's Ohio driver's 

license or state identification card number or the last four 

digits of the elector's social security number, and the elector 

provides at least one of the following to the board before the 

elector next appears to vote, the board shall correct the 

elector's registration, if needed, and shall remove the 

indication that the elector must vote by provisional ballot for 

that reason and shall remove the indication that the elector 

must vote by provisional ballot if no other reasons exist that 

require the elector to cast a provisional ballot: 

(a) An Ohio driver's license or state identification card 

number that exists in the records of the bureau of motor 

vehicles and is associated with the elector's first name, last 

name, and date of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of state; 

(b) The last four digits of a social security number that 

exists in the records of the United States social security 

administration and is associated with the elector's first name, 

last name, and date of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of 

state; 

(c) A correction to the elector's first name, last name, 
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or date of birth in the elector's registration record such that 

the number in the elector's registration record meets the 

requirements of division (B) (2l (al or (bl of this section, as 

applicable, as confirmed by the secretary of state. 

(Cl (ll Except as otherwise provided in division (Bl of 

this section, at any election at which the elector appears to 

vote, the elector shall vote by provisional ballot under section 

3505.181 of the Revised Code. 

(2l If the board must verify the elector's Ohio driver's 

license or state identification card number or the last four 

digits of the elector's social security number, then in order 

for the elector's provisional ballot to be eligible to be 

counted, in addition to meeting all other requirements described 

in division (Bl (3l of section 3505.183 of the Revised Code, the 

elector shall provide at least one of the following on the 

provisional ballot affirnation or shall appear in person at the 

office of the board within four days after the day of the 

election and provide at least one of the following: 

(a) An Ohio driver's license or state identification card 

that exists in the records of the bureau of motor vehicles and 

is associated with the elector 1 s first name, last name, and date 

of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of state; 

(bl The last four digits of a social security number that 

exists in the records of the United States social security 

administration and is associated with the elector 1 s first name, 

last name, and date of birth, as confirmed by the secretary of 

state; 

(c) A correction to the elector 1 s first name, last name, 

or date of birth in the elector's registration record such that 
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the number in the elector's registration record meets the 

requirements of division (Cl (2) (a) or (bl of this section, as 

applicable, as confirmed by the secretary of state. 

(3) If no reason exists for an elector to vote by 

provisional ballot, the elector's provisional ballot is counted 

pursuant to division (B) (3) of section 3505 .183 of the Revised 

Code and, if applicable, pursuant to this section, the board 

shall correct the elector's registration, if needed, and shall 

remove the indication that the elector must vote by provisional 

ballot. 

(4) If the provisional ballot is not counted pursuant to 

division (B) (4) (a) (i), (v), or (vi) of section 3505.183 of the 

Revised Code or, if applicable, pursuant to this section and 

section 3503.201 of the Revised Code, or if the board cannot 

verify that the elector is a United States citizen, the board 

shall cancel the elector's registration and shall notify the 

elector by United States mail of the cancellation. The notice 

shall inform the elector that the elector may again register to 

vote if the elector is eligible to do so. If the elector's 

registration was canceled because of failure to verify United 

States citizenship, the board shall notify the appropriate 

prosecuting authority and the secretary of state. 

Sec. 3503.21. (A) The registration of a registered elector 

shall be canceled upon the occurrence of any of the following: 

(1) The filing by a registered elector of a written 

request with a board of elections or the secretary of state, on 

a form prescribed by the secretary of state and signed by the 

elector, that the registration be canceled. The filing of such a 

request does not prohibit an otherwise qualified elector from 

reregistering to vote at any time. 
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(2) The filing of a notice of the death of a registered 

elector as provided in section 3503.18 of the Revised Code; 

(3) The filing with the board of elections of a certified 

copy of the death certificate of a registered elector by the 

deceased elector's spouse, parent, or child, by the 

administrator of the deceased elector's estate, or by the 

executor of the deceased elector's will; 

(4) The conviction of the registered electoc of a felony 

under the laws of this state, any other state, or the United 

States as provided in section 2961.01 of the Revised Code; 

(5) The adjudication of incompetency of the registered 

elector for the purpose of voting as provided in section 

5122.301 of the Revised Code; 

(6) The change of residence of the registered elector to a 

location outside the county of registration in accordance with 

division (B) of this section; 

(7) The failure of the registered elector, after having 

been mailed a confirmation notice, to do either cf the 

following: 

(a) Respond to such a notice and vote at least once during 

a period of four consecutive years, which period shall include 

two general federal elections; 

(b) Update the elector's registration and vote at least 

once during a period of four consecutive years, which period 

shall include two general federal elections. 

(8) The receipt by the board of elections of a 

cancellation notice or request pursuant to section 111.44 of the 

Revised Code. 
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(B) (1) The secretary of state shall prescribe procedures 

to identify and cancel the registration in a prioc county of 

residence of any registrant who changes the registrant's voting 

residence to a location outside the registrant's current county 

of registration. Any procedures prescribed in this division 

shall be uniform and nondiscriminatory, and shall comply with 

the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The secretary of state may 

prescribe procedures under this division that include the use of 

the national change of address service provided by the United 

States postal system through its licensees. Any program so 

prescribed shall be completed not later than ninety days prior 

to the date of any primary or general election for federal 

office. 

(2) The registration of any elector identified as having 

changed the elector's voting residence to a location outside the 

elector's current county of registration shall not be canceled 

unless the registrant is sent a confirmation notice on a form 

prescribed by the secretary of state and the registrant fails to 

respond to the confirmation notice or otherwise update the 

registration and fails to vote in any election during the period 

of two federal elections subsequent to the mailing of the 

confirmation notice. 

(C) The registration of a registered elector shall not be 

canceled except as provided in this section, section 111.44 of 

the Revised Code, division (Q) of section 3501.05 of the Revised 

Code, division (C) (2) (Cl (4) of section 3§93.19 3503.202 of the 

Revised Code, or division (C) of section 3503.24 of the Revised 

Code. 

(D) Boards of elections shall send their voter 

registration information to the secretary of state as required 
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under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code. The secretary of 

state may prescribe by rule adopted pursuant to section 111.15 

of the Revised Code the format in which the boards of elections 

must send that information to the secretary of state. In the 

cirst quarter of each year, the secretary of state shall send 

the information to the national change of address service 

described in division (B) of this section and request that 

service to provide the secretary of state with a list of any 

voters sent by the secretary of state who have moved within the 

last twelve months. The secretary of state shall transmit to 

each appropriate board of elections whatever lists the secretary 

of state receives from that service. The board shall send a 

notice to each person on the list transmitted by the secretary 

of state requesting confirmation of the person's change of 

address, together with a postage prepaid, preaddressed return 

envelope containing a form on which the voter may verify or 

correct the change of address information. 

(E) The registraticn of a registered elector described in 

division (A) (7) or (B) (2) of this section shall be canceled not 

later than one hundred twenty days after the date of the second 

general federal election in which the elector fails to vote or 

not later than one hundred twenty days after the expiration of 

the four-year period in which the elector fails to vote or 

respond to a confirmation notice, whichever is later. 

(F) (1) When a registration is canceled pursuant to 

division (A) (2) or (3) of this section, the applicable board of 

elections shall send a written notice, on a form prescribed by 

the secretary of state, to the address at which the elector was 

registered, informing the recipient that the elector's 

registration has been ca~celed, of the reason for the 

cancellation, and that if the cancellation was made in error, 
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the elector may contact the board of elections to correct the 

error. 

(2) If the elector's registration is canceled pursuant to 

division (A) (2) or (3) of this section in error, it shall be 

restored and treated as though it were never canceled. 

Sec. 3505.181. (A) All of the following individuals shall 

be permitted to cast a provisional ballot at an election: 

(1) An individual who declares that the individual is a 

registered voter in the precinct in which the individual desires 

to vote and that the individual is eligible to vote in an 

election, but the name of the individual does not appear on the 

official list of eligible voters for the precinct or an election 

official asserts that the individual is not eligible to vote; 

(2) An individual who does not have or is unable to 

provide photo identification to the election officials; 

(3) An individual whose name in the poll list or signature 

pollbook has been marked under section 3509.09 or 3511.13 of the 

Revised Code as having requested an absent voter's ballot or a 

uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballot for that 

election and who appears to vote at the polling place; 

(4) An individual .. !teee netifieatiell ef registratien Rae 

been reh1r1teel m,eleli, ere el te tRe be a rel ef eleetim,e anel whose 

name in the official registration list and in the poll list or 

signature pollbook has been marked under elioieiell (C) (2) ef 

section 3§93.19 3503.202 of the Revised Code; 

(5) An individual who has been successfully challenged 

under section 3505.20 or 3513.20 of the Revised Code; 

( 6) An individual whc eltaft~ee the ineli, ieltial I e Bame a,iel 
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remains ii'ithiit the t3rccir1e1:. .Jithellt )?rev iel:in:§ 19reef of that 1taR,e 

cfl:aftge ttHcl:cr 6:ivisien (D) (1) (b) ef seetien 3503.16 ef the 

Re o iocd Geek, me o es frem OflC precihe-t te a:1rether ., ithin a 

ee1:119:ty, mo:::v ea fYGfn ei:re f.3YeeiRet te a:Ret:heY aFJ:8: changes the 

individual 1 s name 7 or moves from Oflc COl.lfltJ ta anetfl:er within 

the state 7 and completes and signs the required forms and 

statements under division (B) or (C) of section 3503.16 of the 

Revised Code; 

(7) An individual whose signature, in the opinion of the 

precinct officers under section 3505.22 of the Revised Code, is 

not that of the person who signed that name in the registration 

forms..L.. 

(8) An individual whose United States citizenship has not 

been verified by the board of elections under Chapter 3503. of 

the Revised Code. 

(B) An individual who is eligible to cast a provisional 

ballot under division (A) of this section shall be permitted to 

cast a provisional ballot as follows: 

(1) An election official at the polling place shall notify 

the individual that the individual may cast a provisional ballot 

in that election. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (F) of this 

section, the individual shall complete and execute a written 

affirmation before an election official at the polling place 

stating that the individual is both of the following: 

(a) A registered voter in the precinct in which the 

individual desires to vote; 

(b) Eligible to vote in that election. 
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(3) An election official at the polling place shall 

transmit the ballot cast by the individual and the voter 

information contained in the written affirmation executed by the 

individual under division (B) (2) of this section to an 

appropriate local election official for verification under 

division (B) (4) of this section. 

(4) If the appropriate local election official to whom the 

ballot or voter or address information is transmitted under 

division (B) (3) of this section determines that the individual 

is eligible to vote, the individual's provisional ballot shall 

be counted as a vote in that election. 

(5) (a) At the time that an individual casts a provisional 

ballot, the appropriate local election official shall give the 

individual written information that states that any individual 

who casts a provisional ballot will be able to ascertain under 

the system established under division (B) (5) (b) of this section 

whether the vote was counted, and, if the vote was not counted, 

the reason that the vote was not counted. 

(b) The appropriate state or local election official shall 

establish a free access system, in the form of a toll-free 

telephone number, that any individual who casts a provisional 

ballot may access to discover whether the vote of that 

individual was counted, and, if the vote was not counted, the 

reason that the vote was not counted. The free access system 

established under this division also shall provide to an 

individual whose provisional ballot was not counted information 

explaining how that individual may contact the board of 

elections to register to vote or to resolve problems with the 

individual's voter registration. 

The appropriate state or local election official shall 

Page 74 

2119 

2120 

2121 

2122 

2123 

2124 

2125 

2126 

2127 

2128 

2129 

2130 

2131 

2132 

2133 

2134 

2135 

2136 

2137 

2138 

2139 

2140 

2141 

2142 

2143 

2144 

2145 

2146 

2147 

2148 

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000213



Sub. H. B. No. 552 
I_ 135_2466-5 

establish and maintain reasonable procedures necessary to 

protect the security, confidentiality, and integrity of personal 

information collected, stored, or otherwise used by the free 

access system established under this division. The system shall 

permit an individual only to gain access to information about 

the individual's own provisional ballot. 

(6) If, at the time that an individual casts a provisional 

ballot, the individual provides photo identification, the 

individual shall record the type of identification provided on 

the provisional ballot affirmation and, if the individual 

provides an Ohio driver's license, state identification card, or 

interim identification document, the individual also shall write 

the individual's driver's license or state identification card 

number on the provisional ballot affirmation. 

( 7) (a) For a provisional ballot to be eligible to be 

counted when it is cast by an individual who does not have photo 

identification because the individual has a religious objection 

to being photographed, the individual shall complete an 

affidavit of religious objection under section 3505.19 of the 

Revised Code. The election officials shall attach the affidavit 

to the individual's provisional ballot envelope. If the 

individual does not complete the affidavit at the time of 

casting the provisional ballot, the individual may appear at the 

office of the board of elections within four days after the day 

of the election and complete the affidavit. 

(b) For a provisional ballot to be eligible to be counted 

when it is cast by any other individual who does not have or is 

unable to provide photo identification to the election 

officials, the individual who cast that ballot, within four days 

after the day of the election, shall appear at the office of the 
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board of elections and provide photo identification. 

(8) For a provisional ballot cast by an individual who has 

been successfully challenged under section 3505.20 of the 

Revised Code to be eligible to be counted, the individual who 

cast that ballot, within four days after the day of that 

election, shall provide to the board of elections any 

identification or other documentation required to be provided by 

the applicable challenge questions asked of that individual 

under section 3505.20 of the Revised Code. 

(9) For a provisional ballot to be eligible to be counted 

when it is cast by an individual who has not been verified as a 

United States citizen, the individual shall submit proof of 

citizenship to the board of elections with the individual's 

provisional ballot or within four days after the day of the 

election, and the board shall verify whether the individual is a 

United States citizen. 

(C) (1) If an individual declares that the i~dividual is 

eligible to vote in a precinct other than the precinct in which 

the individual desires to vote, or if, upon review of the 

precinct voting location guide using the residential street 

address provided by the ~ndividual, an election official at the 

precinct at which the individual desires to vote determines that 

the individual is not eligible to vote in that precinct, the 

election official shall direct the individual to the precinct 

and polling place in which the individual appears to be eligible 

to vote, explain that the individual may cast a provisional 

ballot at the current location but the ballot or a portion of 

the ballot will not be counted if it is cast in the wrong 

precinct, and provide the telephone number of the board of 

elections in case the individual has additional questions. 
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(2) If the individual refuses to travel to the correct 

precinct or to the office of the board of elections to cast a 

ballot, the individual shall be permitted to vote a provisional 

ballot at that precinct in accordance with division (B) of this 

section. If the individual is in the correct polling location 

for the precinct in which the individual is registered and 

eligible to vote, the election official shall complete and sign, 

under penalty of election falsification, a form that includes 

all of the following, and attach the form to the individual's 

provisional ballot affirmation: 

(a) The name or number of the individual's correct 

precinct; 

(b) A statement that the election official instructed the 

individual to travel to the correct precinct to vote; 

(c) A statement that the election official informed the 

individual that casting a provisional ballot in the wrong 

precinct would result in all or a portion of the votes on the 

ballot being rejected; 

(d) The name or number of the precinct in which the 

individual is casting a provisional ballot; and 

(e) The name of the polling location in which the 

individual is casting a provisional ballot. 

(D) The appropriate local election official shall cause 

voting information to be publicly posted at each polling place 

on the day of each election. 

(E) As used in this section and sections 3505.182 and 

3505.183 of the Revised Code: 

(1) "Precinct voting location guide" means either of the 
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following: 

(a) An electronic or paper record that lists the correct 

precinct and polling place for either each specific residential 

street address in the county or the range of residential street 

addresses located in each neighborhood block in the county; 

(b) Any other method that a board of elections creates 

that allows a precinct election official or any elector who is 

at a polling place in that county to determine the correct 

precinct and polling place of any qualified elector who resides 

in the county. 

(2) "Voting information" means all of the following: 

(a) A sample version of the ballot that will be used for 

that election; 

(b) Information regarding the date of the election and the 

hours during which polling places will be open; 

(c) Instructions on how to vote, including how to cast a 

vote and how to cast a provisional ballot; 

(d) Instructions for mail-in registrants and first-time 

voters under applicable federal and state laws; 

(e) General information on voting rights under applicable 

federal and state laws, including information on the right of an 

individual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on how 

to contact the appropriate officials if these rights are alleged 

to have been violated; 

(f) General information on federal and state laws 

regarding prohibitions against acts of fraud and 

misrepresentation. 
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(F) Nothing in this section or section 3505.183 of the 

Revised Code is in derogation of section 3505.24 of the Revised 

Code, which permits a blind, disabled, or illiterate elector to 

receive assistance in the marking of the elector's ballot by two 

precinct election officials of different political parties. A 

blind, disabled, or illiterate elector may receive assistance in 

marking that elector's provisional ballot and in completing the 

required affirmation in the same manner as an elector may 

receive assistance on the day of an election under that section. 

Sec. 3505.182. Each individual who casts a provisional 

ballot under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code shall execute 

a written affirmation. The form of the written affirmation shall 

be printed upon the face of the provisional ballot envelope and 

shall be as follows: 

"Provisional Ballot Affirmation 

(A) Clearly print your full name: 

(B) Write your date of birth: 

(C) (1) Write your current address: 

(2) Have you moved without updating your voter 

registration?: 

Yes No ---

If yes, write your former address: 

Failure to provide your former address will not cause your 

provisional ballot to be rejected. 

(D) (1) You must show photo identification to the election 
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official that includes your name and photograph and is not 

expired. Check the type of photo identification you provided: 

An Ohio driver's license or state identification 

card or an interim identification form issued by the Bureau of 

Motor Vehicles. If you showed your Ohio driver's license or 

state identification card or an interim identification form, 

write your full driver's license or state identification card 

number: 

A United States passport or passport card; 

A United States military identification card, Ohio 

national guard identification card, or United States department 

of veterans affairs identification card. 

(2) If you do not have photo identification because you 

have a religious objection to being photographed, complete an 

affidavit of religious objection. The precinct election official 

will attach it to the provisional ballot envelope. 

(3) If you did not show photo identification to the 

election official or complete an affidavit of religious 

objection, you must appear at the office of the board of 

elections during the four days after the election and provide 

photo identification or complete an affidavit of religious 

objection for your vote to be eligible to be counted. 

(4) -±-¥-Complete this section if you need to update your 

voter registration, J6t1 :l'l:aji ~:Eeviel:e adel.itiet1al ittferrna1::ion 

hele,,. 'fJ,,is i11ferfflatieu 1<ill r,et he t1seel fer l9allet eem,tiu~ 

purpeseo or if you need to verify the identification you used to 

register to vote. 

Write your full Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number, which also serves as proof of 
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citizenship if you have submitted documentation to the bureau of 

motor vehicles indicating that you are a United States citizen: 

OR 

Write the last four digits of your Social Security number: 

and attach proof of citizenship to the outside 

of this envelope. You are not required to attach proof of 

citizenship if you have previously provided proof of citizenship 

to a board of elections in Ohio, and that proof of citizenship 

has been verified. 

"Proof of citizenship" means evidence that, when verified 

as authentic, indicates that you are a United States citizen, in 

the form of one of the following: a copy of the front and back 

of a current or expired Ohio driver's license, state 

identification card, or interim identification form, if you have 

submitted documentation to the bureau of motor vehicles 

indicating that you are a United States citizen; a copy of a 

birth certificate, certification of report of birth, or consular 

report of birth abroad; a copy of the identification page of a 

current or expired United States passport; a copy of the front 

and back of a United States passport card; or a copy of a 

certificate of naturalization or certificate of citizenship. 

If the name on your proof of citizenship is different from 

your current legal name, you must also attach proof of your 

change of name, such as a legible copy of a marriage license or 

court order. 

If you are updating your registration, you have not 

previously provided proof of citizenship to a board of 

elections, and you do not provide it when you cast this ballot, 
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you must provide proof of citizenship to the board of elections 

on or before the fourth day following this election and the 

board of elections must verify your United States citizenship in 

order for your ballot to be eligible to be counted. 

(E) If your right to vote has been challenged, you must 

provide any required additional information to the board of 

elections on or before the se,eftth fourth day following this 

election. 

(F) Sign and date the following statement: 

I solemnly swear or affirm that I am a citizen of the 

United States; that I will be at least 18 years of age at the 

time of the general election; that I have lived in this state 

for 30 days immediately preceding this election in which I am 

voting this ballot; that I am a registered voter in the precinct 

in which I am voting this provisional ballot; and that I am 

eligible to vote in the election in which I am voting this 

provisional ballot. 

I understand that, if the information I provide on this 

provisional ballot affirmation is not fully completed and 

correct, if the board of elections determines that I am not 

registered to vote, a resident of this precinct, or eligible to 

vote in this election, or if the board of elections determines 

that I have already voted in this election, my provisional 

ballot will not be counted. I understand that, if I am not 

currently registered to vote or if I am not registered at my 

current address or under my current name, this form will serve 

as an application to register to vote or update my registration 

for future elections, as long as I provide all of the 

information required to register to vote or update my 

registration. I further understand that knowingly providing 
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false information is a violation of law and subjects me to 

possible criminal prosecution. 

I hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification, 

that the above statements are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. 

Signature of Voter 

Date 

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A 

FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE." 

In addition to any information required to be included on 

the written affirmation, an individual casting a provisional 

ballot may provide additional information to the election 

official to assist the board of elections in determining the 

individual's eligibility to vote in that election, including the 

date and location at which the individual registered to vote, if 

known. 

If the individual provided all of the information required 

under section 3503.14 of the Revised Code to register to vote or 

to update the individual 1 s registration on the provisional 

ballot affirmation, the board of elections shall consider the 

individual's provisional ballot affirmation to also serve as a 

notice of change of name, change of residence, or both, or as a 

voter registration form, as applicable, for that individual only 

for the purposes of future elections. 

Sec. 3505.183. (A) When the ballot boxes are delivered to 

the board of elections from the precincts, the board shall 
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separate the provisional ballot envelopes from the rest of the 

ballots. Teams of employees of the board consisting of one 

member of each major political party shall place the sealed 

provisional ballot envelopes in a secure location within the 

office of the board. The sealed provisional ballot envelopes 

shall remain in that seccre location until the validity of those 

ballots is determined under division (B) of this section. While 

the provisional ballot is stored in that secure location, and 

prior to the counting of the provisional ballots, if the board 

receives information regarding the validity of a specific 

provisional ballot under division (B) of this section, the board 

may note, on the sealed provisional ballot envelope for that 

ballot, whether the ballot is valid and entitled to be counted. 

(B) (1) To determine whether a provisional ballot is valid 

and entitled to be counted, the board shall examine its records 

and determine whether the individual who cast the provisional 

ballot is registered and eligible to vote in the applicable 

election. The board shall examine the information contained in 

the written affirmation executed by the individual who cast the 

provisional ballot under division (B) (2) of section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code. The following information shall be included in 

the written affirmation in order for the provisional ballot to 

be eligible to be counted: 

(a) The individual's printed name, signature, date of 

birth, and current address; 

(b) A statement that the individual is a registered voter 

in the precinct in which the provisional ballot is being voted; 

(c) A statement that the individual is eligible to vote in 

the election in which the provisional ballot is being voted. 
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(2) In addition to the information required to be included 

in an affirmation under division (B) (1) of this section, in 

determining whether a provisional ballot is valid and entitled 

to be counted, the board also shall examine any additional 

information for determining ballot validity provided by the 

provisional voter on the affirmation, provided by the 

provisional voter to an election official under section 3505.182 

of the Revised Code, or provided to the board of elections 

during the four days after the day of the election under 

clioioieh (D) (7) e1< (8) ef section 3505.181 of the Revised Code, 

to assist the board in determining the individual's eligibility 

to vote. 

(3) If, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation and 

additional information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of this 

section and comparing the information required under division 

(B) (1) of this section with the individual's information in the 

statewide voter registration database, the board determines that 

all of the following apply, the provisional ballot envelope 

shall be opened, and the ballot shall be placed in a ballot box 

to be counted: 

(a) The individual named on the affirmation is properly 

registered to vote. 

(b) The individual named on the affirmation is eligible to 

cast a ballot in the precinct and for the election in which the 

individual cast the provisional ballot. 

(c) The individual provided all of the information 

required under division (D) (1) of this section in the 

affirmation that the individual executed at the time the 

individual cast the provisional ballot. 
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(d) One of the following applies: 

(i) The individual provided photo identification at the 

time of casting the provisional ballot or appeared at the office 

of the board within four days after the day of the election and 

provided photo identification. If the individual provided the 

individual's Ohio driver's license or state identification card 

or an interim identification form, the individual provided the 

individual's driver's license number or state identification 

card number and the number is not different from the 

individual's driver's license number or state identification 

card number contained in the statewide voter registration 

database. 

(ii) The individual completed an affidavit of religious 

objection under section 3505.19 of the Revised Code at the time 

of casting the provisional ballot or at the office of the board 

within four days after the day of the election and the affidavit 

is valid under that section. 

(e) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the 

month and day of the individual's date of birth are not 

different from the day and month of the individual's date of 

birth contained in the statewide voter registration database. 

This division does not apply to an individual's 

provisional ballot if eithe,- ef the felle,.iRg is tn,e. 

(i) The ine!i, iel.»al 's el.ate ef l,i,-th eentaineel. in the 

st.:atct,icl.e "etcY re~ist:ratien el.at.abase is Jarit1ar1 1, 1800. 

(ii) The the board of elections has found, by a vote of at 

least three of its members, that the individual has met all 

other requirements of division (B) (3) of this section. 

(f) The individual's current address is not different from 
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the individual's address contained in the statewide voter 

registration database, unless the individual indicated that the 

individual is casting a provisional ballot because the 

individual has moved and has not submitted a notice of change of 

address, as described in division (A) (6) of section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code. 

(g) If applicable, the individual provided any additional 

information required under division (B) (8) of section 3505 .181 

of the Revised Code within four days after the day of the 

election...:... 

(h) If the individual cast a provisional ballot because 

the individual is registered to vote but the individual's United 

States citizenship has not been verified, the board verifies the 

individual's United States citizenship. 

(i) If applicable, the individual provided the information 

required under division (C) (2) of section 3503. 202 of the 

Revised Code on the provisional ballot affirmation or within 

four days after the day of the election. 

(4) (a) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) of 

this section, if, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation 

and additional information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of 

this section and comparing the information required under 

division (B) (1) of this section with the individual's 

information in the statewide voter registration database, the 

board determines that any of the following applies, the 

provisional ballot envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot 

shall not be counted: 

(i) The individual named on the affirmation is not 

qualified or is not properly registered to vote. 
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(ii) The individual named on the affirmation is not 

eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in 

which the individual cast the provisional ballot. 

(iii) The individual did not provide all of the 

information required under division (B) (1) of this section in 

the affirmation that the individual executed at the time the 

individual cast the provisional ballot. 

(iv) The individual has already cast a ballot for the 

election in which the individual cast the provisional ballot. 

(v) If applicable, the individual did not pcovide any 

additional information required under division (B) (8) of section 

3505.181 of the Revised Code within four days after the day of 

the election. 

(vi) The individual failed to provide photo 

identification, to provide the individual 1 s driver's license or 

state identification card number if the individual provided 

photo identification in the form of an Ohio driver's license or 

state identification card or an interim identification form, or 

to complete an affidavit of religious objection. 

(vii) The individual failed to execute an affirmation 

under division (B) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. 

(viii) The individLal provided photo identification in the 

form of an Ohio driver's license or state identification card or 

an interim identification form and the driver's license number 

or state identification card number the individual provided is 

different from the individual's driver's license number or state 

identification card number contained in the statewide voter 

registration database. 

(ix) The individual completed an affidavit of religious 
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objection under section 3505.19 of the Revised Code, but the 

affidavit is not valid under that section. 

(x) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the 

month and day of the individual's date of birth are different 

from the day and month of the individual's date of birth 

contained in the statewide voter registration database. 

This division does not apply to an individual's 

provisional ballot if either ef the fellewing ia tr~e. 

(I) '3:'he iiteli v idual '3 elate ef bii: th eentaineel i1t t:he 

st.atewiel:e vet.CY re~ist.Yatien S:atalsase is Jafit1G:t:J 1, 1800. 

(II) 'l'he the board of elections has found, by a vote of at 

least three of its members, that the individual has met all of 

the requirements of division (B) (3) of this section, other than 

the requirements of division (B) (3) (e) of this section. 

(xi) The individual's current address is different from 

the individual 1 s address contained in the statewide voter 

registration database, unless the individual indicated that the 

individual is casting a provisional ballot because the 

individual has moved and has not submitted a notice of change of 

address, as described in division (A) (6) of section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code. 

(xii) If the indiv'dual cast a provisional ballot because 

the individual is registered to vote and the board is unable to 

verify the individual's United States citizenship. 

(xiii) If applicable, the individual did net provide the 

information required under division (Cl (2) of section 3503.202 

of the Revised Code on the provisional ballot affirmation or 

within four days after the day of the election. 
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(b) If, in examining a provisional ballot affirmation and 

additional information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of this 

section and comparing the information required under division 

(B) (1) of this section with the individual's information in the 

statewide voter registration database, the board is unable to 

determine either of the following, the provisional ballot 

envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot shall not be 

counted: 

(i) Whether the individual named on the affirmation is 

qualified or properly registered to vote; 

(ii) Whether the individual named on the affirmation is 

eligible to cast a ballot in the precinct or for the election in 

which the individual cast the provisional ballot. 

(C) For each provisional ballot rejected under division 

(B) (4) of this section, the board shall record the name of the 

provisional voter who cast the ballot, the identification number 

of the provisional ballot envelope, the names of the election 

officials who determined the validity of that ballot, the date 

and time that the determination was made, and the reason that 

the ballot was not counted, unless the board has already 

recorded that information in another database. 

(D) (1) If an individual cast a provisional ballot in a 

precinct in which the individual is not registered and eligible 

to vote, but in the correct polling location for the precinct in 

which the individual is registered and eligible to vote, and the 

election official failed to direct the individual to the correct 

precinct, the individual's ballot shall be remade under division 

(D) (2) of this section. The election official shall be deemed to 

have directed the individual to the correct precinct if the 

election official correctly completed the form described in 
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division (C) (2) of section 3505 .181 of the Revised Code. 

(2) A board of elections that remakes a provisional ballot 

under division (D) (1) of this section shall remake the 

provisional ballot on a ballot for the appropriate precinct to 

reflect the offices, questions, and issues for which the 

individual was eligible to cast a ballot and for which the 

individual attempted to cast a provisional ballot. The remade 

ballot shall be counted for each office, question, and issue for 

which the individual was eligible to vote. 

(3) If an individual cast a provisional ballot in a 

precinct in which the individual is not registered and eligible 

to vote and in the incorrect polling location for the precinct 

in which the individual is registered and eligible to vote, the 

provisional ballot envelope shall not be opened, and the ballot 

shall not be counted. 

(E) Provisional ballots that are rejected under division 

(B) (4) of this section shall not be counted but shall be 

preserved in their provisional ballot envelopes unopened until 

the time provided by section 3505.31 of the Revised Code for the 

destruction of all other ballots used at the election for which 

ballots were provided, at which time they shall be destroyed. 

(F) Provisional ballots that the board determines are 

eligible to be counted under division (B) (3) or (D) of this 

section shall be counted in the same manner as provided for 

other ballots under section 3505.27 of the Revised Code. No 

provisional ballots shall be counted in a particular county 

until the board determines the eligibility to be counted of all 

provisional ballots cast in that county under division (B) of 

this section for that election. Observers, as provided in 

section 3505.21 of the Revised Code, may be present at all times 
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that the board is determining the eligibility of provisional 

ballots to be counted and counting those provisional ballots 

determined to be eligible. No person shall recklessly disclose 

the count or any portion of the count of provisional ballots in 

such a manner as to jeopardize the secrecy of any individual 

ballot. 

(G) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (G) (2) of 

this section, nothing in this section shall prevent a board of 

elections from examining provisional ballot affirmations and 

additional information under divisions (B) (1) and (2) of this 

section to determine the eligibility of provisional ballots to 

be counted during the seven days after the day of an election. 

(2) A board of elections shall not examine ~he provisional 

ballot affirmation and additional information under divisions 

(B) (1) and (2) of this section of any provisional ballot cast by 

an individual who must provide photo identification, complete an 

affidavit of religious objection, or provide additional 

information to the board of elections under clioioion (B) (7) or 

(8) of section 3505.181 of the Revised Code for the board to 

determine the individual's eligibility until the individual does 

so or until the eighth day after the day of the election, 

whichever is earlier. 

Sec. 3505.20. Any person offering to vote may be 

challenged at the polling place by any precinct election 

official. If the board of elections has ruled on the question 

presented by a challenge prior to election day, its finding and 

decision shall be final, and the voting location manager shall 

be notified in writing. If the board has not ruled, the question 

shall be determined as set forth in this section. If any person 

is so challenged as unqualified to vote, the voting location 
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manager shall tender the person the following oath: "You do 

swear or affirm under penalty of election falsification that you 

will fully and truly answer all of the following questions put 

to you concerning your qualifications as an elector at this 

election." 

(A) If the person is challenged as unqualif~ed on the 

ground that the person is not a United States citizen, the 

precinct election officials shall put the following questions: 

(1) Are you a citizen of the United States? 

(2) l',,ee 1et1 a ftatioe er 1tatt1rali2ecl eiti2efl? 

(3) Where ,il'ere JOU 19erfl? 

( 4) What effieial Eleemttentatieh Ele Do you possess ta !31"6', e 

proof of your United States citizenship? Please provide that 

documentation. 

If the person offering to vote claims ta be a ftatt1f"alieeel 

eitieefl ef the Ufliteel States, U,e 13ei,se1t shall, befei,e the ,ate 

is recci~ed, produce produces verified proof of citizenship in 

the form of a current and valid driver 1 s license or state 

identification card issued April 7, 2023, or after without a 

noncitizen designation, or a current or expired United States 

passport or passport card for inspection of the precinct 

election officials a certificate ef ftaturali2atien L-and declare 

declares under oath that the person is the iaefttieal 13ei,seft 

ftaftteel i1t the eei,tifieate. If the 13ei,se1t states t111ae,e eath that, 

ls] f'Ca □ ofl of th:e naturali2ati01t of t:hc pe.ESOH 1 □ parefl:to er one 

ef theo,, the 13ei,se11 has beeeme a citizen of the United States, 

anct uheri or whef.'e the J?Crseft I s :t3are1tts were 11aturalizeE:i, the 

ce.r:=tifieate ef ftat1:1.r:=ali2atie11 Ireed 1tet l3e r:3.r:=odueeel:the person 

shall be permitted to cast a regular ballot. If the person is 

Page 93 

2670 

2671 

2672 

2673 

2674 

2675 

2676 

2677 

2678 

2679 

2680 

2681 

2682 

2683 

2684 

2685 

2686 

2687 

2688 

2689 

2690 

2691 

2692 

2693 

2694 

2695 

2696 

2697 

2698 

OH-REP-24-2369-A-000232



Sub. H. B. No. 552 
I_ 135_2466-5 

unable to provide a eertifieate ef RaturalizatieR verified 

proof of citizenship as described in this division on the day of 

the election, the precinct election officials shall provide to 

the person, and the perscn may vote, a provisional ballot under 

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional ballot 

shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and the 

board of elections determines verifies that the vet.er person is 

~re~erl} re~isterea a United States citizen and eligible to vote 

in the election. 

(B) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the 

ground that the person has not resided in this state for thirty 

days immediately preceding the election, the precinct election 

officials shall put the following questions: 

(1) Have you resided in this state for thir~y days 

immediately preceding this election? If so, where have you 

resided? 

(2) Did you properly register to vote? 

(3) Can you provide some form of identification containing 

your current mailing address in this precinct? Please provide 

that identification. 

(4) Have you voted or attempted to vote at any other 

location in this or in any other state at this election? 

(5) Have you applied for an absent voter's ballot in any 

state for this election? 

If the precinct election officials are unable to verify 

the person's eligibility to cast a ballot in the election, the 

precinct election officials shall provide to the person, and the 

person may vote, a provisional ballot under section 3505.181 of 

the Revised Code. The provisional ballot shall not be counted 
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unless it is properly completed and the board of elections 

determines that the voter is properly registered and eligible to 

vote in the election. 

(C) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the 

ground that the person is not a resident of the precinct where 

the person offers to vote, the precinct election officials shall 

put the following questions: 

(1) Do you reside in this precinct? 

(2) When did you move into this precinct? 

(3) When you came into this precinct, did you come for a 

temporary purpose merely or for the purpose of making it your 

home? 

(4) What is your current mailing address? 

( 5) Do you have sorr,e official identificatio:1 containing 

your current address in this precinct? Please provide that 

identification. 

(6) Have you voted or attempted to vote at any other 

location in this or in any other state at this election? 

(7) Have you applied for any absent voter's ballot in any 

state for this election? 

The precinct election officials shall direct an individual 

who is not in the appropriate polling place to the appropriate 

polling place. If the individual refuses to go to the 

appropriate polling place, or if the precinct election officials 

are unable to verify the person's eligibility to cast a ballot 

in the election, the precinct election officials shall provide 

to the person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot 

under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional 
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ballot shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and 

the board of elections determines that the voter is properly 

registered and eligible to vote in the election. 

(D) If the person is challenged as unqualified on the 

ground that the person is not of legal voting age, the precinct 

election officials shall put the following questions: 

(1) Are you eighteen years of age or more? 

(2) What is your date of birth? 

(3) Do you have some official identification verifying 

your age? Please provide that identification. 

If the precinct election officials are unable to verify 

the person's age and eligibility to cast a ballot in the 

election, the precinct election officials shall provide to the 

person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot under 

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The provisional ballot 

shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and the 

board of elections determines that the voter is properly 

registered and eligible to vote in the election. 

The voting location manager shall put such other questions 

to the person challenged as are necessary to determine the 

person's qualifications as an elector at the election. If a 

person challenged refuses to answer fully any question put to 

the person, is unable to answer the questions as they were 

answered on the registration form by the person under whose name 

the person offers to vote, or refuses to sign the person's name 

or make the person's mark, or if for any other reason a majority 

of the precinct election officials believes the person is not 

entitled to vote, the precinct election officials shall provide 

to the person, and the person may vote, a provisional ballot 
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under section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. The pcovisional 

ballot shall not be counted unless it is properly completed and 

the board of elections determines that the voter is properly 

registered and eligible to vote in the election. 

A qualified citizen who has certified the citizen 1 s 

intention to vote for president and vice-president as provided 

by Chapter 3504. of the Revised Code shall be eligible to 

receive only the ballot containing presidential and vice­

presidential candidates. 

However, not later than the thirtieth day before the day 

of an election and in accordance with section 3503.24 of the 

Revised Code, any person qualified to vote may challenge the 

right of any other person to be registered as a voter, or the 

right to cast an absent voter's ballot, or to make application 

for such ballot. Such challenge shall be made in accordance with 

section 3503.24 of the Revised Code, and the board of elections 

of the county in which the voting residence of the challenged 

voter is situated shall make a final determination relative to 

the legality of such registration or application. 

Sec. 3509.05. (A) When an elector receives an absent 

voter's ballot pursuant to the elector's application or request, 

the elector shall, before placing any marks on the ballot, note 

whether there are any voting marks on it. If there are any 

voting marks, the ballot shall be returned immediately to the 

board of elections; otherwise, the elector shall cause the 

ballot to be marked, folded in a manner that the stub on it and 

the indorsements and facsimile signatures of the members of the 

board of elections on the back of it are visible, and placed and 

sealed within the identification envelope received from the 

board of elections for that purpose. Then, the elector shall 
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cause the statement of voter on the outside of the 

identification envelope to be completed and signed, under 

penalty of election falsification. 

(B) The elector shall provide one of the following: 

(1) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number on the statement of voter on the 

identification envelope; 

(2) The last four digits of the elector's social security 

number on the statement of voter on the identification envelope; 

(3) A copy of the elector's photo identification in the 

return envelope with the identification envelope. 

(C) (1) The elector shall mail the identification envelope 

to the office of the board of elections in the return envelope, 

postage prepaid, or the elector may personally deliver -J+-the 

identification envelope ~n the return envelope to the office of 

the board, or the spouse of the elector, the father, mother, 

father-in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother, 

or sister of the whole or half blood, or the son, daughter, 

adopting parent, adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, uncle, 

aunt, nephew, or niece of the elector may deliver it to the 

office of the board in accordance with division (D) of this 

section. The return envelope shall be returned by no other 

person, in no other manner, and to no other location, except as 

otherwise provided in section 3509.08 of the Revised Code. No 

person may personally deliver the return envelope of more than 

two electors for each election. 

(2) If the board maintains multiple offices in the county, 

as permitted under division (C) of section 3501.10 of the 

Revised Code, the board may designate any of its offices for the 
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~eturn of absent voter's ballots under this section, provided 

that the board shall designate only one office to which absent 

voter's ballots shall be returned under this section. 

(3) (a) The board of elections may place not more than one 

secure receptacle outside the office of the board, on the 

property on which the office of the board is located, for the 

purpose of receiving absent voter's ballots under this section. 

(b) A secure receptacle shall be open to receive ballots 

only during the period beginning on the first day after the 

close of voter registration before the election and ending at 

seven-thirty p.m. on the day of the election. The receptacle 

shall be open to receive ballots at all times during that 

period. 

(c) A secure receptacle shall be monitored by recorded 

video surveillance at all times. The video recordings are a 

public record. The board shall do one of the following: 

(i) Make the video recordings available for inspection 

upon request in accordance with section 149.43 of the Revised 

Code. 

(ii) Make each day's video recording available to the 

public on the internet for streaming or download without charge 

within seventy-two hours after the recording ends and make the 

video recordings available to the public upon request in 

accordance with section 149.43 of the Revised Code. 

(d) Only a bipartisan team of election officials may open 

a secure receptacle or handle its contents. A bipartisan team of 

election officials shall collect the contents of each secure 

receptacle and deliver them to the board for processing at least 

once each day and at seven-thirty p.m. on the day of the 
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election. If, at seven-thirty p.m. on the day of the election, 

there are persons waiting in line to deposit absent voter's 

ballots in a receptacle, those persons shall be permitted to 

deposit the ballots. 

(4) (a) During the period beginning on the forty-fifth day 

before election day and ending on the day after election day, on 

each day the office of the board of elections is open for 

business, the board shall report to the secretary of state all 

of the following information concerning the previous business 

day: 

(i) The number of return envelopes purporting to contain 

absent voter's ballots or uniformed services or overseas absent 

voter's ballots the board received by personal delivery, other 

than to a receptacle described in division (C) (3) of this 

section; 

(ii) If the board has placed a secure receptacle outside 

the office of the board under division (C) (3) of this section, 

the number of return envelopes purporting to contain absent 

voter's ballots or uniformed services or overseas absent voter's 

ballots the board received in the receptacle. 

(b) As soon as practicable after receiving a report under 

division (C) (4) (a) of this section, the secretary of state shall 

make the information in the report available to the public on 

the secretary of state's official web site. 

(D) (1) If the elector delivers the elector's own ballots, 

the elector shall show p~oto identification to the election 

officials to confirm that the elector is the person who cast the 

ballots. 

(2) (a) If the elector's family member listed in division 
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(Cl (1) of this section delivers the elector's ballots, the 

elector's family member shall show photo identification to the 

election officials and shall sign a statement under penalty of 

election falsification, on a form prescribed by the secretary of 

state, that includes all of the following: 

(i) The elector's family member's name and residence 

address; 

(ii) An affirmation that the elector's family member is 

delivering the elector's ballots at the elector's request; 

(iii) An affirmation that the elector's family member is 

not delivering a ballot for more than two electors for that 

election. 

(b) Upon receiving a properly completed statement under 

division (Dl (3l (al of this section and verifying the identity of 

the elector's family member delivering the elector's ballot, the 

election officials shall accept the ballots and attach the 

statement to the return envelope. 

(3l The election officials shall not accept any marked 

absent voter's ballots that are returned to the board by 

personal delivery, except as permitted under divisions (D) (1} to 

(3l of this section. 

(El (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) (2) J.fil 

fll_of this section, all envelopes containing marked absent 

voter's ballots shall be delivered to the office of the board 

not later than the close of the polls on the day of an election. 

Absent voter's ballots delivered to the office of the board 

later than the times specified shall not be counted, but shall 

be kept by the board in the sealed identification envelopes in 

which they are delivered, until the time provided by section 
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3505.31 of the Revised Code for the destruction of all other 

ballots used at the election for which ballots were provided, at 

which time they shall be destroyed. 

(2) (a) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) (2) (l5) 

(E) (2) (b) of this section, any return envelope that is 

postmarked prior to the day of the election shall be delivered 

~o the director prior to the fifth day after the election. 

Ballots delivered in envelopes postmarked prior to the day of 

the election that are received after the close of the polls on 

election day through the fourth day thereafter shall be counted 

on the fifth day at the board of elections in the manner 

provided in divisions •(C) and (D) of section 3509.06 of the 

Revised Code or in the manner provided in division (El of that 

section, as applicable. Any such ballots that are received by 

the director later than the fourth day following the election 

shall not be counted, but shall be kept by the board in the 

sealed identification envelopes as provided in division (A) of 

this section. 

(b) Division (D) (2) (a) (El (2) (a) of this section shall not 

apply to any mail that is postmarked using a postage evidencing 

system, including a postage meter, as defined in 39 C.F.R. 

501.1. 

Sec. 3511.02. (A) Notwithstanding any section of the 

Revised Code to the contrary, whenever any person applies for 

registration as a voter on a form adopted in acccrdance with 

federal regulations relating to the "Uniformed and Overseas 

Citizens Absentee Voting Act," 100 Stat. 924, 52 U.S.C.A. 20301, 

this application shall be sufficient for voter registration and 

as a request for an absent voter's ballot. Uniformed services or 

overseas absent voter's ballots may be obtained by any person 
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meeting the requirements of section 3511.011 of the Revised Code 

by applying electronically to the secretary of state or to the 

board of elections of the county in which the person's voting 

residence is located in accordance with section 3511.021 of the 

Revised Code or by applying to the board of elections of the 

county in which the person's voting residence is located, in one 

of the following ways: 

(1) That person may make written application for those 

ballots. The person may personally deliver the application to 

the office of the board or may mail it, send it by facsimile 

machine, send it by electronic mail, send it through internet 

delivery if such delivery is offered by the board of elections 

or the secretary of state, or otherwise send it to the board. 

Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, 

the application shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary 

of state and shall contain all of the following information: 

(a) The elector's name; 

(b) The elector's signature; 

(c) The address at which the elector is registered to 

vote; 

(d) The elector's date of birth; 

(e) 011e of the following. 

(i) ~he elector 1 a Ohio ari,er 1 a liceftae or state 

ideritifieation ea.rel: Itt1ffi:Ber, 

(ii) ~he last fotlr aigits of the elector's aocial scctlrit 1 

fl Uffi:B CY , 

(iii) A copy of the elector's photo identification and 

evidence that the elector is a United States citizen, as 
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described in division (EE) of section 3501.01 of the Revised 

Code, if the photo identification does not establish proof of 

citizenship under that division. 

(f) A statement identifying the election for which absent 

voter's ballots are requested; 

(g) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is 

a qualified elector; 

(h) A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed 

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 52 U.S.C. 20310; 

(i) A statement of the elector's length of residence in 

the state immediately preceding the commencement of service, 

immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with or near the 

service member, or immediately preceding leaving the United 

States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal 

guardian resided in this state long enough to establish 

residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the 

United States, whichever is applicable; 

(j) If the request is for primary election ballots, the 

elector's party affiliation; 

(k) If the elector desires ballots to be mailed to the 

elector, the address to which those ballots shall be mailed; 

(1) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the 

elector by facsimile machine, the telephone number to which they 

shall be so sent; 

(m) If the elector desires ballots to be sent to the 

elector by electronic mail or, if offered by the board of 

elections or the secretary of state, through internet delivery, 

the elector's electronic mail address or other internet contact 
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information1... 

(n) The elector's current foreign address and evidence 

chat the elector resides at that address. 

(2) A voter or any relative of a voter listed in division 

(A) (3) of this section may use a single federal post card 

application to apply for uniformed services or overseas absent 

voter's ballots for use at the primary and general elections in 

a given year and any special election to be held on the day in 

that year specified by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the 

Revised Code for the holding of a primary election, designated 

by the general assembly for the purpose of submitting 

constitutional amendments proposed by the general assembly to 

the voters of the state. A single federal postcard application 

shall be processed by the board of elections pursuant to section 

3511.04 of the Revised Code the same as if the voter had applied 

separately for uniformed services or overseas absent voter 1 s 

ballots for each election. 

(3) Application to have uniformed services or overseas 

absent voter's ballots mailed or sent by facsimile machine to 

such a person may be made by the spouse, father, mother, father­

in-law, mother-in-law, grandfather, grandmother, brother or 

sister of the whole blood or half blood, son, daughter, adopting 

parent, adopted child, stepparent, stepchild, daughter-in-law, 

son-in-law, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece of such a person. The 

application shall be in writing upon a blank form furnished only 

by the board or on a single federal post card as provided in 

division (A) (2) of this section. The form of the application 

shall be prescribed by the secretary of state. The board shall 

furnish that blank form to any of the relatives specified in 

this division desiring to make the application, only upon the 
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request of such a relative made in person at the office of the 

board or upon the written request of such a relative mailed to 

the office of the board. Except as otherwise provided in 

division (B) of this section, the application, subscribed and 

sworn to by the applicant, shall contain all of the following: 

(a) The full name of the elector for whom ballots are 

requested; 

(b) A statement that the elector is an absent uniformed 

services voter or overseas voter as defined in 52 U.S.C. 20310; 

(c) The address at which the elector is registered to 

vote; 

(d) A statement identifying the elector's length of 

residence in the state immediately preceding the commencement of 

service, immediately preceding the date of leaving to be with or 

near a service member, or immediately preceding leaving the 

United States, or a statement that the elector's parent or legal 

guardian resided in this state long enough to establish 

residency for voting purposes immediately preceding leaving the 

United States, as the case may be; 

(e) The elector's date of birth; 

(f) One of the following: 

(i) The elector's Ohio driver's license or state 

identification card number; 

(ii) The last four digits of the elector's social security 

number; 

(iii) A copy of the elector's photo identification. 

(g) A statement identifying the election for which absent 
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voter's ballots are requested; 

(h) A statement that the person requesting the ballots is 

a qualified elector; 

(i) If the request is for primary election ballots, the 

elector's party affiliation; 

(j) A statement that the applicant bears a relationship to 

the elector as specified in division (A) (3) of this section; 

(k) The address to which ballots shall be mailed, the 

telephone number to which ballots shall be sent by facsimile 

machine, the electronic mail address to which ballots shall be 

sent by electronic mail, or, if internet delivery is offered by 

the board of elections or the secretary of state, the internet 

contact information to which ballots shall be sent through 

internet delivery; 

(1) The signature and address of the person making the 

application. 

(B) If the elector has a confidential voter registration 

record, as described in section 111.44 of the Revised Code, the 

application may include the elector 1 s program participant 

identification number instead of the address at which the 

elector is registered to vote. 

(C) Each application for uniformed services or overseas 

absent voter's ballots shall be delivered to the office of the 

board not earlier than the first day of January of the year of 

the elections for which the uniformed services or overseas 

absent voter's ballots are requested or not earlier than ninety 

days before the day of the election at which the ballots are to 

be voted, whichever is earlier. An application to receive 

uniformed services or overseas absent voter's ballots by mail or 
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by another method permitted under section 3511.021 of the 

Revised Code shall be delivered to the office of the board not 

later than the close of business on the seventh day preceding 

the day of the election. 

(D) If the voter for whom the application is made is 

entitled to vote for presidential and vice-presidential electors 

only, the applicant shall submit to the board, in addition to 

the requirements of division (A) of this section, a statement to 

the effect that the voter is qualified to vote for presidential 

and vice-presidential electors and for no other offices. 

(E) Except as permitted under section 111.31 of the 

Revised Code, no public office, and no public official or 

employee who is acting in an official capacity, shall do either 

of the following: 

(1) Prepay the return postage for an application for 

absent voter's ballots; 

(2) Mail or otherwise deliver an unsolicited application 

for absent voter's ballots to any person. 

(F) Except as otherwise provided in this section and in 

sections 3505.24 and 3509.08 of the Revised Code, an election 

official shall not fill out any portion of a federal post card 

application or other application for absent voter's ballots on 

behalf of an applicant. The secretary of state or a board of 

elections may preprint only an applicant 1 s name and address on a 

federal post card application or other application for absent 

voter's ballots before mailing that application to the 

applicant, except that if the applicant has a confidential voter 

registration record, the secretary of state or the board of 

elections shall not preprint the applicant's address on the 
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application. 

Sec. 3511.14. (A) A board of elections shall accept and 

process federal write-in absentee ballots fer all eleetie!is fer 

effiec aael fey all ballet eit1eotiefi □ ariel issues .l,_as required 

·Jnder "The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act," 

Pt>b. L. lie. 99 410, 100 Stat. 924, 42 U.S.C. 1973ff, et seer., ss 

afflesclecl 52 U.S.C. 20303. 

(B) A uniformed services or overseas voter may use the 

declaration accompanying a federal write-in absentee ballot to 

apply to register to vote simultaneously with the submission of 

the federal write-in absentee ballot, if the declaration is 

received not later than thirty days before the day of the 

election. If the declaration is received after that date, the 

declaration shall be considered an application to register to 

vote for all subsequent elections. 

Section 2. That existing sections 3375.011, 3501.01, 

3501.05, 3503.01, 3503.06, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 3503.151, 

3503.152, 3503.153, 3503.16, 3503.19, 3503.21, 3505.181, 

3505.182, 3505.183, 3505.20, 3509.05, 3511.02, and 3511.14 of 

the Revised Code are hereby repealed. 

Section 3. This act shall be known as the Voter 

Verification Act. 

Section 4. The General Assembly, applying the principle 

stated in division (B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that 

amendments are to be harmonized if reasonably capable of 

simultaneous operation, finds that the following sections, 

presented in this act as composites of the sections as amended 

by the acts indicated, are the resulting versions of the 

sections in effect prior to the effective date of the sections 
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as presented in this act: 

Section 3503.21 of the Revised Code as amended by both 

H.B. 359 and S.B. 63 of the 131st General Assembly. 

Section 3505.183 of the Revised Code as amended by both 

H.B. 45 and H.B. 458 of the 134th General Assembly. 
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...---ES---
Frank LaRose 
I @R.w s~ o6 Stt;te, I 

August 29, 2024 

Honorable Matt Huffman 
President, Ohio Senate 
Ohio Statehouse 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Honorable Jason Stephens 
Speaker, Ohio House of Representatives 
77 South High Street, 14th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Re: Potential Election Legislation 

Dear President Huffman and Speaker Stephens, 

I write to make you aware of three policy matters that have recently come to light. To ensure the 
ongoing integrity of Ohio's elections, I suggest urgent legislative attention to each of them. 

1. A federal court's decision in a recent case impacts Ohio's ban on ballot harvesting, likely 
requiring a re-examination of voting assistance protocols and the security of drop boxes. 

2. A new decision by the Supreme Court of the United States gives us an opportunity to 
better enforce Ohio's constitutional citizenship requirement for participating in elections. 

3. The General Assembly should consider adopting a new provisional ballot voting 
requirement for voters with mismatched registration records. 

Protecting Ohio's Election Integrity 

First, a federal court's recent decision in a lawsuit brought by the League of Women Voters 
("the L WV") impacts Ohio's prohibition on ballot harvesting. Although the decision is limited 
in scope, it could nonetheless have a broader effect on ballot security. 

The LWV sought to challenge certain provisions of House Bill 458, adopted by the General 
Assembly and signed into law by the Governor in 2023. While the court declined to act on most 
of the LWV's claims, it issued an order limited in scope to disabled voters who wish to utilize 
someone other than a relative as defined by R.C. 3509.05 to assist them with the return of an 
absentee ballot. Specifically, the court prohibited the state from administering, implementing, or 
enforcing R.C. 3599.2l(A)(9) and (A)(I0) "against any disabled voter or against any individual 
who assists any disabled voter." l 

1 See Op. at 38, 42 
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The law adopted by the General Assembly in 2023 defined the type of person legally eligible to 
assist a voter with the return of an absentee ballot as either a qualified relative or a mail carrier. 
The court determined that this restriction violates Section 208 of the federal Voting Rights Act, 
which allows a disabled voter to be assisted by "a person of the voter's choice." Unfortunately, 
this decision does not provide relief to a family who believes their disabled relative is receiving 
ballot assistance without their knowledge, approval, or input, or who may have been coerced or 
misguided by individuals attempting to "assist" their voting decisions. 

The court's decision is limited in scope. However, it highlights a need for additional steps to 
enforce Ohio's ban on ballot harvesting. Without the appropriate safeguards, a person could 
return any number of ballots to an unattended drop box simply by claiming (whether truthfully or 
not) the permissive authority granted under Section 208. This effectively creates an unintended 
loophole in Ohio's ballot harvesting law that we must address. I suspect this is exactly the 
outcome the L WV intended. Under the guise of assisting the disabled, their legal strategy seeks 
to make Ohio's elections less secure and more vulnerable to cheating, especially as it relates to 
the use of drop boxes. The security of the delivery of absentee ballots remains paramount, so this 
leaves us with the obvious question of a remedy. 

Pending legislative action to address enforcement of Ohio's prohibition on ballot harvesting I 
will direct boards to post a notification on each drop box indicating that voter-assisted ballots 
must be returned inside the board office, where the voter assistant will be asked to complete an 
attestation form confirming that they are complying with applicable state or federal law. This 
effectively means ONLY A VOTER'S PERSONAL BALLOT may be returned via drop box. I 
am acting under my statutory authority to compel the observance of election laws (see R.C. 
3501.05), in this case Ohio's ban on ballot harvesting. However, I strongly encourage you to 
consider codifying any additional safeguards that might be necessary due to attempts to erode the 
integrity of our elections, including possibly banning drop boxes as a result of this court decision 
which makes it harder to guard against ballot harvesting. 

Enforcing Ohio's Citizenship Requirement 

Second, the Supreme Court of the United States granted last week a request by Arizona's 
Republican legislative leaders and the Republican National Committee to reinstate a law 
requiring proof of citizenship to register to vote. The court's decision limits the application of the 
law only to voter registration forms prescribed by the state, but this ruling effectively gives the 
Ohio General Assembly the option to adopt a similar requirement. I recommend that we do so. 
As the prescriptive authority for election-related forms in Ohio, I ask that you consider codifying 
a proof of citizenship requirement that can be incorporated into the state-issued voter registration 
applications prescribed by my office. I also propose the addition of a clearly disclaimed warning 
that states: "The Ohio Constitution prohibits a noncitizen of the United States from registering 
and voting at any state or local election held in this state. It is illegal for a noncitizen to register 
and vote in Ohio." Unfortunately, the court's order does not preclude use of a longstanding 
federally-prescribed voter registration form that does not require proof of citizenship, so this 
remedy is not infallible; however, any incremental step we can take in the adoption of election 
integrity safeguards is a step worth taking. Upon the General Assembly's action, I will 
immediately require front-end citizenship verification for all state-prescribed forms, and I will 
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direct all boards of elections to add additional steps to check citizenship status for registrants 
using the federally-prescribed form. 

My office just conducted the most comprehensive citizenship verification audit ever performed 
on Ohio's voter rolls. We have expanded our review of citizenship records provided by the Ohio 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles and obtained access to the Department of Homeland Security's (DHS) 
federal Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SA VE) database, which allows 
government agencies to check citizenship status more effectively. We are working to implement 
more extensive cross-checks of Social Security Administration records, federal jury pool data, 
and citizenship records maintained by the justice system. Additionally, my office has asked the 
Eiden-Harris administration to grant access to the Person Centric Query System (PCQS) 
database, the Person Centric Identity Services database, and the Central Index System 2, also 
maintained by DHS. I am currently preparing to take legal action to compel the administration to 
follow the law and make these resources available as our requests continue to go unanswered. 
Our latest investigation resulted in the recent referral of 597 individuals who registered to vote in 
Ohio despite not being citizens of the United States, including evidence that 138 of those 
registrants also cast a ballot. Our citizenship audit is ongoing as we acquire new data. Adopting a 
proof-of-citizenship requirement on the front end of the registration process would help to reduce 
our current reliance on these back-end election integrity efforts. 

Ensuring the Accuracy of Ohio's Voter Rolls 

Finally, I ask that the General Assembly consider codifying a new provisional voting 
requirement for individuals who provide inaccurate information on a voter registration 
application. The DATA Act, which became law in 2023, gave my office the authority to conduct 
more extensive audits and analysis of election data. In compliance with state law, our Office of 
Data Analytics and Archives has identified numerous voter registration applications containing 
mismatched data, which differs from information on file with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles or 
the Social Security Administration (BMV /SSA). 

These mismatched voter registration applications are flagged and sent to the relevant county 
board of elections, which then sends the voter a notice asking that the mismatched information 
be corrected. If the voter fails to respond and engages in no voter-initiated activity for a specified 
period, the registration is removed from the rolls. The problem here is what happens when a 
voter with a mismatched registration record does engage in voter-initiated activity while the 
record is under review. Current law requires that a voter in confirmation status be returned to 
"active" status upon engaging in a voter-initiated activity, meaning the mismatched record never 
gets corrected. This leads to inaccurate data on Ohio's voter rolls and erodes public confidence in 
the integrity of our elections. Further, it complicates our statutory requirement "to ensure that the 
accuracy of the statewide voter registration database is maintained on a regular basis in 
accordance with applicable state and federal law" and prevents us from ensuring that individuals 
who are not eligible to vote are promptly removed from the database. (See R.C. 3503.151) 

As Ohio's chief election official, I propose adding a statutory mandate that any voter whose 
registration requires the reconciliation of mismatched data be required to cast a provisional 
ballot. This forces the voter to cure any mismatched information before a ballot can be counted. 
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To be clear, the voter registration would not be canceled but rather placed in a "provisional 
confirmation" status for further action. This approach mirrors current law regarding an 
unverified voter address. The board of elections sends an acknowledgment notice to new 
registrants confinning the registration and assigning a voting location. If the notice is returned by 
USPS as undeliverable, the board must place the registration in confinnation status, and the voter 
must either correct the mismatched information on file or cast a provisional ballot and correct the 
information through the cure process. The provisional confinnation status would follow a similar 
process. This change is essential to maintaining the accuracy of our voter rolls and ensuring the 
integrity of our elections. 

Thank you for the vital role you play in ensuring that Ohio elections are secure, accurate, and 
accessible. While it may be unrealistic to accomplish these reforms before the upcoming 
election, they are nonetheless changes that should be considered as soon as possible. In the 
meantime, as we hope for legislative action as quickly as practicable, we will work with the 
boards of elections to mitigate each of these concerns to the best of our ability within the current 
authorities given to us by the Revised Code and the Ohio Constitution. As always, I stand ready 
to assist you in any way with enactment of these reforms. Consider my office a resource as we 
continue to build on Ohio's national reputation as "the gold standard" of election administration. 

P/-ee_ 
Frank LaRose 
Ohio Secretary of State 

cc: John Barron, Chief of Staff, Ohio Senate 
Matt Oyster, Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio Senate 
Brittney Colvin, Chief of Staff, Ohio House of Representatives 
Heather Blessing, Deputy Chief Legal Counsel, Ohio House of Representatives 
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Here is a brief transcript of the Proponent Testimony given for HB 552 

From Allison Crisci-Nickolai <allisonnickolai@msn.com> 

Date Thu 11/21/202410:10 PM 

To ohio4truth <ohio4truth@proton.me>; Becky Bailey <beckybailey99@proton.me>; Lt Col Marcell Strbich 
<mstrbic@protonmail.com>; Cleta Mitchell <cleta@cletamitchell.com>; ewattsohio@gmail.com <ewattsohio@gmail.com>; 

jim@rigano.net <jim@rigano.net> 

Cc swiggam@gmail.com <swiggam@gmail.com>; Rep61 <Rep61@ohiohouse.gov>; Rep77 <Rep77@ohiohouse.gov> 

® 2 attachments (49 KB) 

HB 552 11-20 PROPONENT testimony notes and questions.docx; HB 552 11-20 PROPONENT testimony notes and questions.docx; 

To All, A HUGE THANK YOU! Proponent testimony was well prepared and the team was ready for any questions 
asked by the Committee Members. 

To Scott Wiggam and Beth Lear, Thank you for proposing this important legislation contained in HB552 to strengthen 

Ohio voter registration process and procedures. 

I have attached a written summary of the presenters, topics presented, and the questions that came from the House 
Government Oversite Committee during Proponent Testimony for your review. 

Allison Nickolai 
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HB 552 Testimony Notes and Questions 

Proponent Testimony Speaker 1: 

Marcell Strbich-An expert in System design and vulnerability/risk assessment. Introductions to what Committee will 

hear about including the presenter list. Testimony included procedural reform of Voter Verification and how it impacts 4 

layers of administration. Emphasized the necessary interaction of all entities in cross checking for valid registrations, 

Before registration, and not after registrations enter the voter rolls, Also, Drop Box vulnerability portion of Bill, 

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D) district 2 Columbus 

• Q; Won't this validation legislation slow down certification of elections? 

• A: NO. front end validation not part of vote certification. We have SOK records- not validated currently 

accessing regular ballot. You will be on same playing field regarding ballots cast by each elector 

• Q: Has there been a Cost analysis for enacting this bill: 

• A: Cost needs to be done at county level adding data fields like citizenship must be done with voter file 

maintenance contractor. 

• Q: What would this process take to be implemented {How Long)? 

• A: Matter of months to implement the data fields necessary. Unanswered question: Will DHS provide the 

information to SoS? The answer to this Will expedite the process 

Rep Richard D Brown (D) District 5: Columbus 

• Q: Doesn't know why we need it: solution in search of a problem: Larose quote: "we are better 

protected than any other state in the nation" so Why should we question him? 

• A: The NEED IS INDISPUTABLE. Our Constitution changed in 2022, but the existing laws and procedures 

have not. AZ and NH have moved forward with citizenship verification. Ohio has the opportunity to get 

on board. Once implemented, Non-Citizens will NOT be on the voter rolls- not like present state of voter 

rolls. 
• Q: We Just had election in OH: Election just happened, You aren't suggesting there was an issue with 

election are you?. 

• A: NO: This has to do with the process and procedure and not any election outcome. Equal playing field 

for all electors on the voter rolls 

• Q: Sos has Looked for evidence of voter fraud, dead people, etc ... and in 2024 indicted only 6 people. 

Why do you think this is necessary? 

• A: The reason we only had 137 registrations found in Annual Audit, is due to the problem with the 

verification system and audit laws currently in existence. When Sos does that review they are only 

looking at a very small portion of the registrations. Existing law is "Post Defacto". This Bill proves for the 

ability to Do the validation up front and not on the back end. Once fully implemented, We won't HAVE 

to do an annual audit. Fix the issue from the front and not the back like annual audit. 

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 {Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross) 

• Q: You believe there is a much greater NON CITIZEN issue than the 137: 

• A: YES but the only way to know is to implement the process. Evidence based approach not media, not 

narrative 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: Has OEAO been contacted about this bill? 
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• A: No, this will take place at the county BOE once tools are accessible 

• Q: What are your qualifications to address this issue and this bill? 

• A: Concerned citizen, son of immigrant and fully respect the right to vote: My Professional experience, 

systems technology, connecting databases in career. There is a Known risk in current structure to NOT 

integrate information in voter registration systems (No Blame) we haven't completely achieved 

information sharing. There should be No more dispute of what we have/don't have RE voter 

registrations. The Boards and the citizens deserve the best we can give them. 

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance) 

• Q: Would you be willing to go to BOE 's? 

• A: Yes, but they have a system already in their law. No criteria yet to address "satisfied as to the .... " 

Which must be changed by law 

• I would Encourage you to go to the BOE. "Give us some feedback .. .'' 

• Q: With all the technology, we should Deal with this disparity in procedure NOW: What about Al? 

• A: Our systems now have to keep up with these elements, 

Proponent Testimony: Speaker 2 

Gail Niederlehner: Bill introduces only eligible citizens vote in Ohio elections: Safe not sorry. No verification before 

entry on the voter rolls. If there is No identity verification, voters remain on rolls 4 years even when BMV comes back as 

mismatch. Other important functions, banking, financial, etc all have safeguards, why not elections and voter rolls. 

With this bill, Voter with incomplete record goes into provisional status. HB 237 allows loophole for any registrations 

without DL/ID. Just one instance of ineligible vote cast erodes public confidence in elections. **Follow up to Brown 

from Sponsor Testimony. Boards don't verify against BMV. They have No capability. Absentee ballots received may or 

MAY NOT have been validated before their ballot is accepted. 

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance) 

• Q: That is a Big Statement ineligible voters on the rolls: But we have the annual non citizen are you 

saying it is insufficient to identify non citizens on the rolls?: 

• A: Use of SSN4 is not adequate. Annual would not catch registrations occurring after March 2024 

through close of election registration. Basically a 6-7 month period of no checks on new registrations. 

Rep Richard D Brown (D): District 5 Columbus 

• Q: ERIC's mission, was to eliminate bad voter registrations from voter rolls, ERIC uses BMV, NCOA, BVS to 

provide information to member affiliates. ERIC's mission seem to do what this bill is doing, so why did 

we pull out of that agreement? 

• A: This bill is attacking the voter rolls at the point of entry, It is not the same thing. 

• Q: Do you believe there is any voter fraud in 2024. 

• A: We have no information to indicate any fraudulent activity because the results on the voter rolls is not 

available yet 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: A Non citizen goes in to BMV to get an ID (or DL), Non citizen is placed on the back, so what's the 

issue?. Also, Ineligible voters put on voter rolls data of SOK. Where does that data come from? 

• A: HAVV showed SOK rejections that had been rejected when information was checked. The NON Citizen 

physical indication is new and is only 1.5 years into the possible 8 year cycle for license renewal. 

Currently, ineligible voters could vote a regular ballot if DL says non citizen and they presented 

naturalization document that Pollworkers and BO Es have no means to validate. 

• Q: What is HAVV and HAVA? 
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• A: HAVV is a feature of HAVA (Help America Vote Act) that shares publicly available data on SSN4 

searches. 

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D): district 2 

• Q: We often look at other states to see what they are doing. What are some challenges in other states 

on legislation about citizenship validation? Do you feel like this bill addresses other states issues with 

litigation? . 

• A: AZ and NJ (NH!!) Other states efforts have not resulted in litigation, except AZ which cleared the 

litigation hurdle this year. Citizenship Validation is now required in both states. We don't expect any 

challenges. 

Proponent testimony: Speaker 3: 

Becky Baily: I have been involved in Voter roll examination since 2020 . Most of the Problems and errors have been 

reported to sos. There has been Improvement resulting from our reporting through presenting this data to County BOE's. 

I am convinced through my experience in working with BO E's, Boards work hard to make it happen. Voter roll Errors 

would be eliminated if DB updates were implemented. I won't discuss the 200K deceased voters, SOOK voters on rolls 

with registration dates preceding DOB, 250K who haven't voted in 10 year with 70K of them being in active status when 

they should have been removed after 4 years- regular ballot Duplicate voters: or Voters who have moved. It is 

understood that Mistakes happen In manual data entry causing DUPLICATE REGISTRATIONS that are not caught. This 

can result in "2 separate people" being on the voter rolls when they are clearly the same. Voters who changed their 

names are entered as 2 separate voter ID's many times but have the Same address. There exist many Data entry errors 

from interpreting information from paper forms. ORC 3503.151D requires Sos to obtain data from Databases and BOE's 

with no duplicates 3503.12 states that all registrations are to be carefully checked and additional (duplicate) registration 

shall be removed. NO TOOLS exist for the BO E's to resolve these, yet directive 2024.25 mandated that all outstanding 

duplicates were to be resolved by 10/22/24. Zero percent was the goal, but there were 18K duplicates in 11/9/2024. 

1828 dups alone in the Merrin race today. 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (DJ District 43 Lucas 

• Q: So are you saying people are voting twice? 

• A: Yes it happens, when they are found, they are referred to county prosecutors. 

• Q: Name changes: Doesn't the BOE have mechanisms to check?, I trust the board, what do you think is 

the best solution? 

• A: We need a better DB platform, and better validation of all registrations, 

Proponent testimony Speaker 4: 

Myra Keller: Her mother and father had voter registrations updated due to relocation in April with Mom In a separate 

Nursing Home situation on the same grounds as Dad. Instructions were specifically given to all nursing home staff 

regarding Mom voting in the 2024 election: The family would request and facilitate BOTH PARENTS absentee ballots. 

Those requests were NOT honored and the absentee ballot requested by the family was never delivered to Mom. 

Further investigation revealed that Mom's registration address was altered, and a second absentee ballot request for 

mom was processed by the nursing home to the BOE. Somehow, that ballot application submitted by the nursing home 

was returned and honored when the request by the family was not. Signatures on ballot request form did not match, 

and Mom "voted" (had a ballot cast in her name) without family assistance, or allowing use of her device she uses to 

"see" printed language. There has been no acknowledgement by ANY party involved to clarify what happened, and her 

provisional ballot was rejected as the "system" indicated a vote had already been accepted and tabulated in her name. 

Chair Bob Peterson (RI District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross) 

I don't think many of us would be as calm over this situation if it had happened to us. Thank you for your testimony. 
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HB 552 Testimony Notes and Questions 

Proponent Testimony Speaker 1: 

Marcell Strbich-An expert in System design and vulnerability/risk assessment. Introductions to what Committee will 

hear about including the presenter list. Testimony included procedural reform of Voter Verification and how it impacts 4 

layers of administration. Emphasized the necessary interaction of all entities in cross checking for valid registrations, 

Before registration, and not after registrations enter the voter rolls, Also, Drop Box vulnerability portion of Bill, 

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D) district 2 Columbus 

• Q; Won't this validation legislation slow down certification of elections? 

• A: NO. front end validation not part of vote certification. We have SOK records- not validated currently 

accessing regular ballot. You will be on same playing field regarding ballots cast by each elector 

• Q: Has there been a Cost analysis for enacting this bill: 

• A: Cost needs to be done at county level adding data fields like citizenship must be done with voter file 

maintenance contractor. 

• Q: What would this process take to be implemented (How Long)? 

• A: Matter of months to implement the data fields necessary. Unanswered question: Will DHS provide the 

information to SoS? The answer to this Will expedite the process 

Rep Richard D Brown (D) District S: Columbus 

• Q: Doesn't know why we need it: solution in search of a problem: Larose quote: "we are better 

protected than any other state in the nation" so Why should we question him? 

• A: The NEED IS INDISPUTABLE. Our Constitution changed in 2022, but the existing laws and procedures 

have not. AZ and NH have moved forward with citizenship verification. Ohio has the opportunity to get 

on board. Once implemented, Non-Citizens will NOT be on the voter rolls- not like present state of voter 

rolls. 
• Q: We Just had election in OH: Election just happened, You aren't suggesting there was an issue with 

election are you?. 

• A: NO: This has to do with the process and procedure and not any election outcome. Equal playing field 

for all electors on the voter rolls 

• Q: Sos has Looked for evidence of voter fraud, dead people, etc ... and in 2024 indicted only 6 people. 

Why do you think this is necessary? 

• A: The reason we only had 137 registrations found in Annual Audit, is due to the problem with the 

verification system and audit laws currently in existence. When Sos does that review they are only 

looking at a very small portion of the registrations. Existing law is "Post Defacto". This Bill proves for the 

ability to Do the validation up front and not on the back end. Once fully implemented, We won't HAVE 

to do an annual audit. Fix the issue from the front and not the back like annual audit. 

Chair Bob Peterson {R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross) 

• Q: You believe there is a much greater NON CITIZEN issue than the 137: 

• A: YES but the only way to know is to implement the process. Evidence based approach not media, not 

narrative 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: Has OEAO been contacted about this bill? 
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• A: No, this will take place at the county BOE once tools are accessible 

• Q: What are your qualifications to address this issue and this bill? 

• A: Concerned citizen, son of immigrant and fully respect the right to vote: My Professional experience, 

systems technology, connecting databases in career. There is a Known risk in current structure to NOT 

integrate information in voter registration systems (No Blame) we haven't completely achieved 

information sharing. There should be No more dispute of what we have/don't have RE voter 

registrations. The Boards and the citizens deserve the best we can give them. 

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance) 

• Q: Would you be willing to go to BOE 's? 

• A: Yes, but they have a system already in their law. No criteria yet to address "satisfied as to the .... " 

Which must be changed by law 

• I would Encourage you to go to the BOE. "Give us some feedback ... " 

• Q: With all the technology, we should Deal with this disparity in procedure NOW: What about Al? 

• A: Our systems now have to keep up with these elements, 

Proponent Testimony: Speaker 2 

Gail Niederlehner: Bill introduces only eligible citizens vote in Ohio elections: Safe not sorry. No verification before 

entry on the voter rolls. If there is No identity verification, voters remain on rolls 4 years even when BMV comes back as 

mismatch. Other important functions, banking, financial, etc all have safeguards, why not elections and voter rolls. 

With this bill, Voter with incomplete record goes into provisional status. HB 237 allows loophole for any registrations 

without DL/ID. Just one instance of ineligible vote cast erodes public confidence in elections. **Follow up to Brown 

from Sponsor Testimony. Boards don't verify against BMV. They have No capability. Absentee ballots received may or 

MAY NOT have been validated before their ballot is accepted. 

Rep James Hoopes (R): District 81 (Fulton, Williams, Henry, Defiance) 

• Q: That is a Big Statement ineligible voters on the rolls: But we have the annual non citizen are you 

saying it is insufficient to identify non citizens on the rolls?: 

• A: Use of SSN4 is not adequate. Annual would not catch registrations occurring after March 2024 

through close of election registration. Basically a 6-7 month period of no checks on new registrations. 

Rep Richard D Brown (D): District 5 Columbus 

• Q: ERIC's mission, was to eliminate bad voter registrations from voter rolls, ERIC uses BMV, NCOA, BVS to 

provide information to member affiliates. ERIC's mission seem to do what this bill is doing, so why did 

we pull out of that agreement? 

• A: This bill is attacking the voter rolls at the point of entry, It is not the same thing. 

• Q: Do you believe there is any voter fraud in 2024. 

• A: We have no information to indicate any fraudulent activity because the results on the voter rolls is not 

available yet 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: A Non citizen goes in to BMV to get an ID (or DL), Non citizen is placed on the back, so what's the 

issue?. Also, Ineligible voters put on voter rolls data of SOK. Where does that data come from? 

• A: HAVV showed SOK rejections that had been rejected when information was checked. The NON Citizen 

physical indication is new and is only 1.5 years into the possible 8 year cycle for license renewal. 

Currently, ineligible voters could vote a regular ballot if DL says non citizen and they presented 

naturalization document that Pollworkers and BO Es have no means to validate. 

• Q: What is HAVV and HAVA? 
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• A: HAVV is a feature of HAVA (Help America Vote Act) that shares publicly available data on SSN4 

searches. 

Ranking Member Latyna Humprey (D): district 2 

• Q: We often look at other states to see what they are doing. What are some challenges in other states 

on legislation about citizenship validation? Do you feel like this bill addresses other states issues with 

litigation?. 

• A: AZ and NJ (NH!!) Other states efforts have not resulted in litigation, except AZ which cleared the 

litigation hurdle this year. Citizenship Validation is now required in both states. We don't expect any 

challenges. 

Proponent testimony: Speaker 3: 

Becky Baily: I have been involved in Voter roll examination since 2020 . Most of the Problems and errors have been 

reported to Sos. There has been Improvement resulting from our reporting through presenting this data to County BO E's. 

I am convinced through my experience in working with BO E's, Boards work hard to make it happen. Voter roll Errors 

would be eliminated if DB updates were implemented. I won't discuss the 200K deceased voters, SOOK voters on rolls 

with registration dates preceding DOB, 250K who haven't voted in 10 year with 70K of them being in active status when 

they should have been removed after 4 years- regular ballot Duplicate voters: or Voters who have moved. It is 

understood that Mistakes happen In manual data entry causing DUPLICATE REGISTRATIONS that are not caught. This 

can result in "2 separate people" being on the voter rolls when they are clearly the same. Voters who changed their 

names are entered as 2 separate voter ID's many times but have the Same address. There exist many Data entry errors 

from interpreting information from paper forms. ORC 3503.151D requires Sos to obtain data from Databases and BO E's 

with no duplicates 3503.12 states that all registrations are to be carefully checked and additional (duplicate) registration 

shall be removed. NO TOOLS exist for the BO E's to resolve these, yet directive 2024.25 mandated that all outstanding 

duplicates were to be resolved by 10/22/24. Zero percent was the goal, but there were 18K duplicates in 11/9/2024. 

1828 dups alone in the Merrin race today. 

Rep. Michelle Grimm (D) District 43 Lucas 

• Q: So are you saying people are voting twice? 

• A: Yes it happens, when they are found, they are referred to county prosecutors. 

• Q: Name changes: Doesn't the BOE have mechanisms to check?, I trust the board, what do you think is 

the best solution? 

• A: We need a better DB platform, and better validation of all registrations, 

Proponent testimony Speaker 4: 

Myra Keller: Her mother and father had voter registrations updated due to relocation in April with Mom In a separate 

Nursing Home situation on the same grounds as Dad. Instructions were specifically given to all nursing home staff 

regarding Mom voting in the 2024 election: The family would request and facilitate BOTH PARENTS absentee ballots. 

Those requests were NOT honored and the absentee ballot requested by the family was never delivered to Mom. 

Further investigation revealed that Mom's registration address was altered, and a second absentee ballot request for 

mom was processed by the nursing home to the BOE. Somehow, that ballot application submitted by the nursing home 

was returned and honored when the request by the family was not. Signatures on ballot request form did not match, 

and Mom "voted" (had a ballot cast in her name) without family assistance, or allowing use of her device she uses to 

"see" printed language. There has been no acknowledgement by ANY party involved to clarify what happened, and her 

provisional ballot was rejected as the "system" indicated a vote had already been accepted and tabulated in her name. 

Chair Bob Peterson (R) District 91 (Fayette, Highland, Pike, Ross) 

I don't think many of us would be as calm over this situation if it had happened to us. Thank you for your testimony. 
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Jacob Flowers 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

mstrbic <mstrbic@protonmail.com> 
Thursday, November 21, 2024 4:00 PM 
Rep81; Rep48;Rep30; Rep90; Rep49;Rep89;Rep10 
Rep91; frank@ohiosos.gov; Rep61; Rep77 
H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship) 
BOE assn member HB 472 Letter.docx; BOE assn member HB 472 Opposition Letter 
.docx 

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members, 

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with County BOEs/OAEO to 
win their support. I think it's important the House Government Oversight Committee members understand the 
outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEO in good faith. OAEO Executive Director's Aaron Ockerman's 
standing position is best evidenced below in a letter he wrote to BOE members in June 2024. 

In the letter, OAEO is "happy to roporl"that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no action" and is NOT 
interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of review. In fact, OAEO Director, 
proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring to lameduck as "tumultuous" and "a time and we need to 
do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening." 

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEO Director came just 5 days after constituent-proponents 
for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common ground and work through differences. After 
reading this update from OAEO Director to the BOE members who wrote letters of opposition for H.B. 
4721S.B.274, do you still think they are a good faith actor who really wants to see transparency, oversight 
and greater accountability for citizenship verification? 

I would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with opposition hearings. 
Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a constitutional proof of citizenship amendment 
opposed to documenting citizenship verification activity and against public transparency reporting requirements via 
sos. 

Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is a top imperative 
for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. I know because I actively work with and communicate with 
Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of H.B. 552. The important work that your committee does 
and its efforts to move this legislation are being closely followed by the new administration. 

Thank you, 
Marcell Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (rel) 
Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act 
937-607-4237 

From: "Aaron Ockerman" <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com> 
To: "oaeo-members@googlegroups.com" <oaeo-members@googlegroups.com> 
Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12:29 PM 
Subject: HB 472 updates 

Dear OAEO members: 

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November election. Barring 
some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legislative activity before the election. 
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I am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before summer 
recess. Having spoken to many of you at conference, I know you are busy at work educating your local reps 
and senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns, and offering to be a resource for positive 
changes to Ohio's elections laws. It is important that this work continue over the summer as "lame duck" will 
be a tumultuous time and we need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad happening. 

To that end I have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's to their legislators. They strike 
a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and educational. I trust they will be helpful to 
you. 

It was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you all! 

Aaron 
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From: Jim Ehrman 
864 Leonard Street 
Fostoria, OH 44830 
jamescehrman@gmail.com 

06/28/2024 

To: The Honorable Bill Reineke 

Senate Building 
1 Capitol Square 
2"' Floor 

221 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Dear Senator Reineke, 

My name is Jim Ehrman and I reside at 864 Leonard Street, Fostoria, Ohio. I am currently the Deputy 
Director for the Seneca County Board of Elections. I also continue to serve on the Seneca County 
Republican Central Committee. In the past I have served as Director for the Board of Elections and 
have been the Ohio Secretary of State, Republican Election Official of the Year. Also, in the past I 
have served at various times as Chairman, Secretary, First Vice Chairman and Second Vice 

Chairman for the Seneca County Republican Central Committee. 

I am writingtoyou today after reading H B 472/SB 274. I have found several areas of concern and am 

asking you to oppose this bill. It is my understanding that this bill was introduced as a bill "to 
enhance election security". However, upon reading the bill, I have developed grave concerns that 
this bill will reduce both accuracy and security in Ohio's elections. 

Our system of requiring bipartisan teams to work from beginning to end throughout the election 
process; from overseeing the programming of our election machines; to publicly testing each voting 

machine's logic and accuracy to ensure that each voting machine is working, marking and 
tabulating ballots correctly before each election; to accurately processing absentee and day of 
election ballots and then tabulating the initial results on election night; to subsequently 

researching and comparing Provisional Ballots to both the election day and absentee ballot check 
ins in the immediate days after an election, working to ensure no one attempts to double vote; to 
completing an accurate final count and finally to the partial hand count audit verifying the accuracy 

of all that has transpired, all on a tight schedule after elections ensures that Ohio's elections are 
secure, accurate, well audited, and reported in a timelyway. All of this has moved Ohio elections to 
the forefront of the election process, being held up as the "gold standard" for other States to 

emulate. I have serious concerns that much of this will be altered to less secure, less timely and 
less well-regarded methods should this bill be enacted. It is for these reasons that I oppose this bill 
in its entirety. It is my belief that many of the provisions of the bill will unravel well over 20 years' 
worth of efforts byvariousOhioSecretariesof State and members of the Ohio legislature from both 

parties that have overtime drastically and demonstrably improved Ohio's election law. Moreover, I 
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suspect this bill would create problems in Ohio that currently plague other States and would then 
draw national attention to Ohio for suddenly having issues that until now, were not a problem. 

While not all inclusive, over the following paragraphs I will attempt to highlight what I believe are 
some of the most dangerous pieces found in this legislation: 

Firstly, I am concerned that as written, this bill encourages counties to shift to the hand counting 
of ballots as opposed to the current electronic tabulation (Seneca County first shifted to electronic 

tabulation around 1977to enhance both speed and accuracy.). Various studies across the U.S. and 
Globally since the late 1960s have shown hand counting of ballots during an election to be 
significantly less accurate and much slowerthanthe digital tabulation of votes.Additionally, per the 

Ohio Legislative Service Commission's Legislate Budget Office, this would likely increase the cost 
of elections in each County by upto $4.50 per vote. A cost that would have to be paid for out of 
County budgets. 

Seneca County is a smaller county in Ohio and for Seneca County alone, this would have increased 
costs for the 2024 Primary election by up to $37,984.00. Moreover, if this would have been in place 
at the 2020 general election it would have cost Seneca County an additional $117,306.00 for that 

one November election alone. This additional ongoing cost would be a burden to the County and 
would likely be prohibitive in larger Counties. Furthermore, hand counts are slow. They require 
significant manpower to be done in a bipartisan manner and will take significant time, thus ending 

the ability of Boards of Election to timely report the accurate results of an election by noon the day 
following an election. It would likely take days, if not weeks, after an election for Statewide or 
Federal office results to be reported and longer still for a final count and subsequent audit for 

accuracy. 

My next concern with this bill is a requirement that ALL voting equipment must adhere to VVSG 

2.0. This is a federal list of voluntary guidelines that no election vendor currently meets. Mandating 
these guidelines would decertify all voting equipment in Ohio and leave us with no viable 
alternative before the Presidential Election this November. Further, IF somehow a vendor were able 
to meet all the specifications it would likely cost well over $114.5 million across the State to 
implement these machines. (This number is based on the cost of a similar program where the State 
provided funding for under SB 135 of the 132"' General Assembly, per the Legislative Budget Office.) 
Given that this is now the 135th General Assembly, and inflation has been rampant these last few 
years, I expect there will be a significantly higher cost for the new technology, should the bill pass. 
That is IF this can be developed, certified, and released in a timely way by vendors, in time for 

acquisition and subsequent training of Ohio SOS staff, Boards of Elections and Staff and then poll 
workers, immediatelybefore a Presidential election. It is important to once again note here, Ohio is 
currently the "gold standard" for elections in the United States and abroad. There are currently no 
other States in the Country that require this level of certification for election equipment, thus there 
is no real market for the election vendors to develop towards regarding this goal, at least not yet. 
Moreover, our elections are currently securely conducted by bipartisan teams in all 88 Ohio 
Counties. After many audits and investigations Ohio's elections are secure and accurate with no 

widespread fraud or inaccuracies found. 
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My next major concerns regarding this bill have to do with absentee voting. First and foremost, I 
am concerned with the absentee ballot ID requirements. Requiring voters who cast an absentee 

ballot by mail to include photocopies of their identification places an undue burden on this group of 
voters. Undoubtably, there are many voters who do not possess the equipment or capability to 
meet the requirement. This would specifically apply to older or home bound Ohioans who may find 

this very difficult to comply with. Further, we already have significant portions of the voter's 
personal information at the Board of Elections, including their name, address, date of birth and 
either or both the last 4 digits of their social security number and/or their State of Ohio Driver's 

License or State ID number as well as their signature. When an application to absentee vote is 
received at a Board of Elections office, the information on that application is compared to the 
information we have. Further, when a voted absentee ballot is received in its identification 
envelope, we compare the information on that envelope to both what is in our system and what is 
on the application for an absentee ballot. This is already a very secure way of handling absentee 
ballots. Adding a copy of a photo ID to the envelope would both likely be burdensome and would 
potentially allow a vector for the unscrupulous to intercept those envelopes to seize the 

information on that photocopy for identity theft purposes as it works its way through the postal 

system. 

I am also very concerned with the bill's requirement of not opening absentee ballots until after the 
close of the election day polls. This is something we have already dealt with in the past and a 
requirement we altered for good reason. Currently, the Boards of Election are allowed to open the 
absentee envelopes and further to begin the process of preparing those absentee ballots for 
tabulation prior to the end of the election day. To be clear, these ballots cannot be tabulated until 
after the election ends at 7:30 p.m. Having those potentially thousands of ballots ready for 
tabulation allows for both accurate and quicker processing allowing for timely election results. 
Shifting back to not opening these until after election day ends will cause a significant delay in 
reporting election night results forcing Boards of Election to be unable to comply with current 

requirements of reporting no later than noon the day after the election. 

Additionally, our system currently looks at the Election Day and Absentee reports by the next day 

and then allows the Boards of Elections to begin researching each Provisional ballot one at a time, 
looking at the Absentee and Election Day lists and comparing those Provisional ballot envelopes 
allowing Boards to check and ensure no one attempts to vote an absentee or regular ballot and 

then also vote a Provisional ballot. Current systems are set up to ensure this system works well, 
accurately, and quickly allowing all 88 Boards of Elections to communicate with one another & 
ensuring that Provisional ballots are correctly cast and countable. The changes that would be 

necessary with the passage of this bill are simply not currently set up in any Board of Elections 
systems. The current systems lack the ability to intake, file and review Provisional ballots first. It 
would be difficult to compare Provisional ballots against regularly cast Absentee and Election Day 

ballots, as the system needs the absentee and day of election recorded voters first. This would be a 
radical overhaul of systems and software which would again likely be extremely expensive to 
implement, especially in a timely way. This dramatic change will likely cause immediate 
inaccuracies compared to continuing to use proven systems, order and technology to research 

Provisional voters after the Absentee and Election Day votes. 
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Finally, I am very concerned about the changes in voter registration requirements. Requiring 
Boards of Elections to obtain, catalog and store driver's license photos for all the voters in their 

databases borders on an impossible task to complete. Current voter registration systems do not 
allow for this or have a potential space where this might be stored within the systems. This would 
create an unnecessary hardship for the Boards of Elections and for the vendors we rely on. Should 

this happen, it will certainly get done with an unknown financial cost to our vendors, which will 
certainly be passed on to each Board of Elections and thus to the County Commissioners for 
further required and necessary budget increases. Additionally, allowing"commercial services"to 

audit the State's voter registration database, creates an attack vector for malicious actors seeking 
to steal identities and leaves our systems less secure. This information is currently audited annually 
by the Ohio SOS, working with the Boards of Elections to make any changes or corrections. Adding 

an outside service to again audit this will be costly and will reduce, not enhance database security. 

I want to take a moment to thank you for reading over my concerns. I appreciate that in a busy work 
week you have taken these few moments and I hope that you will consider opposing this bill and 

letting the sponsors and your leadership team know about your concerns. If you need additional 
information, please don't hesitate to call or text me and I would be happy to sit down and discuss 
this further. Additionally, if you need more information while you are in Columbus, please reach out 

to Aaron Ockerman at the Ohio Association of Elections officials. It is likely that he is better able to 
articulate these concerns and may also have a better way of placing these concerns in a bullet 
point document for members of the General Assembly, if necessary. 

Best Regards, 

Jim Ehrman, MOL, OREO, Godan, LUTCF 

Deputy Di rector, Seneca County Board of Elections 
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Ohio elections have been proven time and time again to be secure and accurate. Some of the 

current security standards, implemented by the Ohio Secretary of State, in conjunction with the 

Department of Homeland Security have set standards that other states are envious of. Per Ohio 

law, the structure of Ohio's election boards sets bipartisan requirements that are fair, honest 

and administered without a political hat. All the standards and practices of the county boards 

of elections, as well as the Secretary of State are a testament to the high security standards in 

Ohio. With post-election audit results holding at 99.9%- 99.98%, it is obvious that Ohio is 

doing something right. While we can appreciate efforts to make elections even more secure, 

some efforts contained in HB 472 / SB 274 may be very costly to county boards, burdensome to 

voters, troublesome for election workers, create additional security concerns, delay the process 

of counting ballots, create inaccurate results, and disenfranchise many voters. 

The proposed requirement for absentee voters to provide a copy of their identification for 

registering to vote or to request an absentee ballot is burdensome and disenfranchising to 

voters, especially our elderly voters. It would be difficult for this population to make a copy of 

their identification. It would also be challenging for folks who do not have access to a copier. 

The laws in HB 458 have already shortened the time frame for voters to request and return 

ballots and this will only disenfranchise more people. On the administrative side of this bill, 

requiring a copy of a voter's identification with their absentee applications will cause numerous 

delays and issues for our staff to obtain information from voters who may have not included a 

copy of their identification. This would mean numerous phone calls, explaining to voters what it 

is they are required to provide, explaining to voters how to obtain a copy (not especially easy 

with the elderly), and providing additional instructions/deadlines to voters. Not only would 

voters become frustrated and not vote, but the public backlash for these types of regulations 

makes our jobs as election officials even harder. 

The security issues raised regarding cataloging every voter identification is impossible. The 

amount of storage to house records of this magnitude would be unattainable and the costs 

would obviously be the county's responsibility. For example, Sandusky County's board office is 

so small that we have had to use alternative methods for creating a space for voters during the 

early voting period. Also, it would not be secure to house these records off-site. Our voter 

registration systems do not have the capability to retain these records and the cost to pay the 

vendors to re-write and develop programs to do such things would be very costly. This is not 

only unfair to Ohio county boards to require such an expense, but ultimately, taxpayers would 

be footing the bill. As a taxpaying citizen, I find that to be somewhat of a double whammy. Not 

only are you requiring voters to obtain copies (gas, costs of copies, inconvenience, etc.), but this 

would also hit their pocketbooks on the backside in paying for the storage of these massive 

records and/or the reprogramming of the voter registration systems. 
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Ohio currently allows boards to begin opening and scanning the absentee ballots prior to 

Election Day. This provides an opportunity for boards to ensure that all the ballots being 

returned are properly accounted for and gives boards a little bit of a head start when doing the 

final tabulations. In turn, this helps to provide fast, accurate election results. The time it would 

take to process returned ballots would be drawn out for many days (if not weeks), especially 

during a Presidential Election. This will not only greatly increase the time period for election 

results but could also cause issues with processing. By the end of the 30 day early voting 

period, election officials are exhausted (mentally and physically) and adding more layers to a 

very detailed and complex process will only lead to more errors and slower reporting. 

Just the words 'hand counting ballots' make most of my staff want to quit. Again, the level of 

exhaustion at the end of the 30 day early voting period is already a lot. When early voting ends, 

we gear up for what will be at least a 16 hour Election Day, election night reporting, provisional 

ballot reviews, extra board meetings, absentee ballots that are still being returned, etc., so the 

thought of counting anything by hand in that frame of mind is impossible. This would be filled 

with errors and very time-consuming. Imagine working long hours in a very stressful 

environment, for about 20 days straight without a day off, then pull off a perfect Election Day 

only to be required to plug along for as many more days/weeks it would take to obtain accurate 

hand counts. As most people will tell you, their focus and ability to function at such a pace 

would be lost. How costly would this be? It would require a very large network of teams (which 

means hiring more staff), it would require a different site for this process to take place (security 

issues and costs would be significant). How accurate would we expect the results to be? How 

many days or weeks before results could be available? Sandusky County trusts that the 

accuracy and logistics testing done on all voting equipment is proof that the machines work. It 

proves that the machines can count the ballots faster and are spot-on with accuracy. We trust 

that the post-election audits speak for themselves and should be used as a tool for educating 

voters who distrust the voting process. Election deniers are already provided an opportunity to 

observe the audit process, though few ever take the time to actually observe and those same 

folks are always encouraged to be a precinct election official. Perhaps, it would be more of an 

educational opportunity for those folks to actually observe the processes and to take part in 

working on Election Day, versus creating more hurdles, increasing the costs of elections, putting 

undue requirements on voters and election officials. 

We appreciate your time and consideration for the issues brought forth. We ask that you 

contact your county board of elections to sign up to work as a precinct election official, and 

encourage all elected officials, election deniers and anyone who is curious about the processes 

to take part in our democracy. It is truly a remarkable process by which Ohio has set the gold 

standard and that other states can only attempt to reproduce. We would also request that 

HB 472 / SB 274 be held from any further advancement until our Representatives and Senators 
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have a chance obtain more feedback from voters and election officials. As someone who has 

been in the field for over 15 years, I believe this is the very minimum of what can be done to 

establish more trust and transparency in Ohio elections. Voting can be a very confusing and 

difficult process for some people to navigate and changing the laws every couple of years, only 

provides more hurdles for our voters. Again, we appreciate your time and attention to this very 

important matter. 
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Jacob Flowers 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Mark Pukita <mark@mark4ohio.com> 
Friday, November 22, 2024 6:52 AM 
Rep30; mstrbic; Rep48; Rep49; Rep10; Rep89; Rep90; Rep81 
Rep77; Rep91; frank@ohiosos.gov; Rep61 

Subject: Re: H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship) 

Thanks, Marcell. 

It looks to me like taxpayers (who pay the dues for OAEO for their BOE's members) are paying for an organization to 
lobby AGAINST strengthening Ohio's election system. I'd like a show of hands of those copied on this message of those 
who agree with me. If you don't, please explain why you disagree. 

I plan to go extremely public with this. It's absolutely unacceptable. I'll be naming names & spotlighting where everyone 
stands on this insane situation. Ohio's BOEs need to terminate their relationship with either OAEO or terminate 0 

On November 21, 2024 at 3:59:59 PM, mstrbic (mstrbic@protonmail.com) wrote: 

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members, 

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with County 
BOEs/OAEO to win their support. I think it's important the House Government Oversight Committee 
members understand the outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEO in good faith. OAEO 
Executive Director's Aaron Ockerman's standing position is best evidenced below in a letter he wrote 
to BOE members in June 2024. 

In the letter, OAEO is "happy to reporl"that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no action" and 
is NOT interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of review. In 
fact, OAEO Director, proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring to lameduck as 
"tumultuous" and "a time and we need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad 
happening." 

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEO Director came just 5 days after 
constituent-proponents for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common 
ground and work through differences. After reading this update from OAEO Director to the BOE 
members who wrote letters of opposition for H.B. 4721S.B.274, do you still think they are a 
good faith actor who really wants to see transparency, oversight and greater accountability 
for citizenship verification? 

I would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with 
opposition hearings. Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a constitutional 
proof of citizenship amendment opposed to documenting citizenship verification activity and against 
public transparency reporting requirements via Sos. 

Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is a 
top imperative for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. I know because I actively work 
with and communicate with Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of H.B. 552. 
The important work that your committee does and its efforts to move this legislation are being closely 
followed by the new administration. 

Thank you, 
Marcell Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (rel) 
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Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act 
937-607-4237 

From: "Aaron Ockerman" <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com> 
To: "oaeo-members@googlegroups.com" <oaeo-members@googlegroups.com> 
Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12:29 PM 
Subject: HB 472 updates 

Dear OAEO members: 

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November 
election. Barring some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legislative activity before the 
election. 

I am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before summer 
recess. Having spoken to many of you at conference, I know you are busy at work educating 
your local reps and senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns, and offering to 
be a resource for positive changes to Ohio's elections laws. It is important that this work 
continue over the summer as "lame duck" will be a tumultuous time and we need to do the hard 
work now to avoid anything bad happening. 

To that end I have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's to their 
legislators. They strike a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and 
educational. I trust they will be helpful to you. 

It was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you all! 

Aaron 
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Jacob Flowers 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Mark Pukita <mark@mark4ohio.com> 
Friday, November 22, 2024 6:58 AM 
Rep30; mstrbic; Rep48; Rep49; Rep 1 O; Rep89; Rep90; RepB 1 
Rep77; Rep91; frank@ohiosos.gov; Rep61 

Subject: Re: H.B. 552 Testimony Follow-Up (Voter Proof/Verification of Citizenship) 

Thanks, Marcell. 

It looks to me like taxpayers (who pay the dues for OAEO for their BOE's members) are paying for an organization to 
lobby AGAINST strengthening Ohio's election system. I'd like a show of hands of those copied on this message of those 
who agree with me. If you don't, please explain why you disagree. 

I plan to go extremely public with this. It's absolutely unacceptable. I'll be naming names & spotlighting where everyone 
stands on this insane situation. Ohio's BOEs need to terminate their relationship with either OAEO or terminate 
Ockerman's position with the organization. And, taxpayers need to be aware they're paying for this apparent insanity. 

Regards, 

Mark Pukita 
Mark Pukita • 614-499-0599 (c) • mark@mark4ohio.com 
4240 Hobbs Landing Drive West, Dublin, OH 43017 

On November 21, 2024 at 3:59:59 PM, mstrbic (mstrbic@protonmail.com) wrote: 

Rep Hoops and Government Oversight Committee Members, 

At proponent testimony yesterday, you encouraged constituent-proponents to engage with County 
BOEs/OAEO to win their support. I think it's important the House Government Oversight Committee 
members understand the outcome of our prior experience to work with OAEO in good faith. OAEO 
Executive Director's Aaron Ockerman's standing position is best evidenced below in a letter he wrote 
to BOE members in June 2024. 

In the letter, OAEO is "happy to reporl"that prior similar bills H.B. 472/S.B. 274 "saw no action" and 
is NOT interested in implementing enhanced eligibility identity verification standards of review. In 
fact, OAEO Director, proceeded to galvanize enduring opposition by referring to lameduck as 
"tumultuous" and "a time and we need to do the hard work now to avoid anything bad 
happening." 

Keep in mind this update to the BOE members from OAEO Director came just 5 days after 
constituent-proponents for stronger election identity verification legislation met to find common 
ground and work through differences. After reading this update from OAEO Director ta the BOE 
members who wrote letters of apposition far H.B. 4721S.B.27 4, do you still think they are a 
good faith actor who really wants to see transparency, oversight and greater accountability 
for citizenship verification? 

I would encourage and respectfully ask the committee to move forward with H.B. 552 even with 
opposition hearings. Allow opponents to explain why they are against implementing a constitutional 
proof of citizenship amendment opposed to documenting citizenship verification activity and against 
public transparency reporting requirements via Sos. 
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Enforcing Ohio's constitutional mandate for preventing non-citizens from registering and voting is a 
top imperative for Ohioans and the incoming Trump administration. I know because I actively work 
with and communicate with Cleta Mitchell, who submitted written testimony in support of H.B. 552. 
The important work that your committee does and its efforts to move this legislation are being closely 
followed by the new administration. 

Thank you, 
Marcell Strbich, Lt Col. USAF (rel) 
Proponent H.B. 552 Voter Verification Act 
937-607-4237 

From: "Aaron Ockerman" <aaron@ockermanconsulting.com> 
To: "oaeo-members@googlegroups.com" <oaeo-members@googlegroups.com> 
Sent: Sun, Jun 30, 2024 at 12:29 PM 
Subject: HB 472 updates 

Dear OAEO members: 

As you are likely aware, the Ohio General Assembly is on break until after the November 
election. Barring some unforeseen emergency, there will be no legislative activity before the 
election. 

I am happy to report that neither HB 472 nor SB 274 saw action in the final days before summer 
recess. Having spoken to many of you at conference, I know you are busy at work educating 
your local reps and senators about the provisions of the bills, raising concerns, and offering to 
be a resource for positive changes to Ohio's elections laws. It is important that this work 
continue over the summer as "lame duck" will be a tumultuous time and we need to do the hard 
work now to avoid anything bad happening. 

To that end I have attached two excellent letters that were sent by local BOE's to their 
legislators. They strike a wonderful tone, being direct and to the point, but respectful and 
educational. I trust they will be helpful to you. 

It was great seeing so many of you at conference. Happy Independence Day to you all! 

Aaron 
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