
Monday, June 3, 2024 at 10:22:35 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: Denied: Right to Know Request
Date: Friday, May 31, 2024 at 4:09:50 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From: Do Not Reply <noreply@govpilot.com>
To: admin@govpilot.com <admin@govpilot.com>, AO Records <records@americanoversight.org>

EXTERNAL SENDER

 
Lycoming County
Right to Know
 

Reference # RTK-2024-00057
Date Entered: 4/26/2024 4:11:00 PM

Address: American Oversight, 1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005, Washington,
DC 20005, DC 20005
 
Dear Loree Stark,
 
This is regarding the Right to Know request received on 04/26/2024.
 
The request seeks access to the following records:
April 26, 2024

VIA ONLINE PORTAL

Ma\hew A. McDermo\
Director of Administra]on
48 West Third St.
Williamsport, PA 17701

Re: Right-to-Know Law Request

Dear Open Records Officer:

Pursuant to the Right-to-Know Law (RTKL), as codified at 65 P.S. §§ 67.101 et seq., American Oversight
makes the following request for records.

Requested Records

American Oversight requests that your office produce the following records within five business days:

1.       All email communica]ons (including emails, email a\achments, complete email chains, calendar
invita]ons, and calendar invita]on a\achments) between (a) any of the officials listed below, and (b)
any of the external en]]es and individuals listed below, and anyone communica]ng on their behalf



any of the external en]]es and individuals listed below, and anyone communica]ng on their behalf
(including, but not limited to, at the listed email addresses and domains).

Lycoming County Officials:
i.       Sco\ Metzger, Commissioner, Chair
ii.       Marc Sortman, Commissioner, Vice Chair
iii.       Mark Mussina, Commissioner, Secretary
iv.       Forrest Lehman, Elec]ons Director

External En]]es and Individuals:
a.       America First Policy Ins]tute (americafirstpolicy.com)
b.       Anthony “Butch” Golembiewski
c.       Audit the Vote PA (audi\hevotepa.com)
d.       Berks County Patriots (berkscountypatriots.org)
e.       Carol Gardecki (gardeckic@hotmail.com)
f.       Catherine Engelbrecht (catherine@truethevote.org), and anyone communica]ng on behalf of
True the Vote (truethevote.org)
g.       Charlene Haislip (metropi\sburghrealestate@gmail.com)
h.       Cleta Mitchell (cleta@cletamitchell.com, cmitchell@foley.com)
i.       Conserva]ve Partnership Ins]tute (cpi.org, conserva]vepartnership.org)
j.       Dave Giordano
k.       David Burne\ (dburne\@pasen.gov)
l.       EagleAI NETwork (eagleai.pro)
m.       Elec]on Integrity Network (elec]onintegrity.network, whoscoun]ng.us)
n.       Elec]on Research Ins]tute (elec]on-ins]tute.com)
o.       Ellen Laybourne (elblay8@yahoo.com)
p.       Envoy Sage (envoysage.com)
q.       Gina Swoboda (ginaswoboda@hotmail.com, ginaswo@asu.edu,
gs@voterreferencefounda]on.com, gswoboda@azleg.gov)
r.       Haystack Inves]ga]ons (haystackinves]ga]ons.com)
s.       Heather Honey (heather@verityvote.us, hhoney@haystackinves]ga]ons.com,
h2osint@protonmail.com)
t.       Heritage Founda]on (heritage.org, heritageac]on.com)
u.       Jay Valen]ne (jay@con]ngencysales.com), and anyone communica]ng on behalf of
Omega4America (omega4america.com, con]ngencysales.com, jayvalen]ne.com, elec]onwatch.info,
fractalweb.app)
v.       Jeffrey Stroehmann
w.       John Richards (johnrichards@EagleAI.pro)
x.       Karen DiSalvo (kd@elec]on-ins]tute.com, kstapp@pct.edu) 
y.       Karen Taylor
z.       Linda Kerns (linda@lindakernslaw.com)
aa.       Lycoming Patriots (lycomingpatriots.org)
bb.       Mohrman, Kaardal & Erickson, P.A. (mklaw.com)
cc.       Northampton County Republican Commi\ee (northamptoncountygop.com)
dd.       PA Fair Elec]ons (pafairelec]ons.com)
ee.       Patriots 4 Ac]on (patriots4ac]on.com)
ff.       Patriots of PA (patriotsofpa@gmail.com)
gg.       Pennsylvania Integrity Network (paintegrity.org)
hh.       Pennsylvania Patriot Coali]on
ii.       Public Interest Legal Founda]on (publicinterestlegal.org)
jj.       Republican Commi\ee of Allegheny County (rcac.net)
kk.       Restora]on of America (restora]onofamerica.com, restora]onpac.com)
ll.       Rick Richards (drr@cathaid.com, drr@EagleAI.pro, drronline@me.com)
mm.       State Senator Cris Dush (cdush@pasen.gov)
nn.       State Senator Doug Mastriano (dmastriano@pasen.gov)
oo.       Toni Shuppe
pp.       UnAuthorized (authorized.us)
qq.       Verity Vote (verityvote.us)
rr.       Virginia Ins]tute of Public Policy (virginiains]tute.org)



qq.       Verity Vote (verityvote.us)
rr.       Virginia Ins]tute of Public Policy (virginiains]tute.org)
ss.       Voter Reference Founda]on (voteref.com, voterreferencefounda]on.com)

For part 1 of this request, please note that American Oversight does not seek, and that this request
specifically excludes, the ini]al mailing of news clips or other mass-distribu]on emails. However,
subsequent communica]ons responding to or forwarding such emails are responsive to this request.
In other words, for example, if an official received a mass-distribu]on news clip email from the
Elec]on Integrity Network, that ini]al email would not be responsive to this request. However, if the
official forwarded that email to another listed individual with their own commentary, that subsequent
message would be responsive to this request and should be produced.

2.       All email communica]ons (including emails, email a\achments, complete email chains, calendar
invita]ons, and calendar invita]on a\achments) sent by any of the officials listed above in part 1 and
containing any of the key terms listed below.

Key Terms:
i.       “elec]on integrity”
ii.       “elec]on fraud”
iii.       “elec]on audit”
iv.       “elec]on cer]fica]on”
v.       “cer]fy elec]on”
vi.       “cer]fy results”
vii.       “cer]fy the elec]on”
viii.       “vo]ng fraud”
ix.       “voter fraud”
x.       “vote fraud”
xi.       recount
xii.       re-count
xiii.       observer
xiv.       CVR
xv.       “cast vote record”
xvi.       “hand count”
xvii.       hand-count
xviii.       handcount
xix.       elector

In an effort to accommodate your office and reduce the number of poten]ally responsive records to
be processed and produced, American Oversight has limited part 2 of this request to emails sent by
the specified individuals. However, American Oversight requests that complete email chains be
produced, displaying both sent and received messages. This means that both an individual’s response
to an email and the ini]al received message are responsive to this request and should be produced.

For both parts of this request, please provide all responsive records from May 1, 2023, through the
date the search is conducted.

If American Oversight’s request for a fee waiver, is not granted in full, please contact us immediately
upon making such a determina]on. Please no]fy us of any an]cipated fees or costs in excess of $100
prior to incurring such costs or fee.

Fee Waiver Request

In accordance with 65 P.S. § 67.1307(f)(2), American Oversight requests a waiver of fees associated
with processing this request for records, because disclosure of the requested informa]on is “in the
public interest.”

The public has a significant interest in communica]ons between Pennsylvania officials and elec]on
integrity ac]vists.  Records with the poten]al to shed light on this ma\er would contribute
significantly to public understanding of opera]ons of the government, including whether and to what



significantly to public understanding of opera]ons of the government, including whether and to what
extent elec]on integrity ac]vists have influenced officials’ decisions.

American Oversight is commi\ed to transparency and makes the responses agencies provide to open
records requests publicly available, and the public’s understanding of the government’s ac]vi]es
would be enhanced through American Oversight’s analysis and publica]on of these records. American
Oversight’s mission is to promote transparency in government, to educate the public about
government ac]vi]es, and to ensure the accountability of government officials. American Oversight
uses the informa]on gathered, and its analysis of it, to educate the public through reports, press
releases, or other media. American Oversight also makes materials it gathers available on its public
website and promotes their availability on social media plasorms, such as Facebook and Twi\er.com. 

American Oversight has also demonstrated its commitment to the public disclosure of documents and
crea]on of editorial content through regular substan]ve analyses posted to its website.  Examples
reflec]ng this commitment to the public disclosure of documents and the crea]on of editorial content
include the pos]ng of records and analysis related to the organiza]on’s inves]ga]ons into misconduct
and corrup]on in state governments;  pos]ng records and analysis of federal and state governments’
responses to the Coronavirus pandemic;  pos]ng records received as part of American Oversight’s
“Audit the Wall” project to gather and analyze informa]on related to the Trump administra]on’s
proposed construc]on of a barrier along the U.S.-Mexico border, and analyses of what those records
reveal;  and the pos]ng of records related to an ethics waiver received by a senior Department of
Jus]ce a\orney and an analysis of what those records demonstrated regarding the Department’s
process for issuing such waivers.

Finally, this request is primarily and fundamentally for non-commercial purposes. As a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, American Oversight does not have a commercial purpose and the release of the informa]on
requested is not in American Oversight’s financial interest.

Accordingly, American Oversight qualifies for a fee waiver.

Guidance Regarding the Search & Processing of Requested Records 

In connec]on with its request for records, American Oversight provides the following guidance
regarding the scope of the records sought and the search and processing of records:

▪       Please search all loca]ons and systems likely to have responsive records, regardless of format,
medium, or physical characteris]cs.
▪       Our request for records includes any a\achments to those records or other materials enclosed
with those records when they were previously transmi\ed. To the extent that an email is responsive to
our request, our request includes all prior messages sent or received in that email chain, as well as any
a\achments to the email.
▪       Please search all relevant records or systems containing records regarding agency business. Do
not exclude records regarding agency business contained in files, email accounts, or devices in the
personal custody of your officials, such as personal email accounts or text messages. Records of official
business conducted using unofficial systems or stored outside of official files are subject to the Right-
to-Know Law.
▪       In the event some por]ons of the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please
disclose any reasonably segregable non-exempt por]ons of the requested records under 65 P.S. §
67.706. If a request is denied in whole, please state specifically why it is not reasonable to segregate
por]ons of the record for release.
▪       Please take appropriate steps to ensure that records responsive to this request are not deleted by
the agency before the comple]on of processing for this request. If records poten]ally responsive to
this request are likely to be located on systems where they are subject to poten]al dele]on, including
on a scheduled basis, please take steps to prevent that dele]on, including, as appropriate, by
ins]tu]ng a li]ga]on hold on those records.
Conclusion

If you have any ques]ons regarding how to construe this request for records or believe that further
discussions regarding search and processing would facilitate a more efficient produc]on of records of



discussions regarding search and processing would facilitate a more efficient produc]on of records of
interest to American Oversight, please do not hesitate to contact American Oversight to discuss this
request. American Oversight welcomes an opportunity to discuss its request with you before you
undertake your search or incur search or duplica]on costs. By working together at the outset,
American Oversight and your agency can decrease the likelihood of costly and ]me-consuming
li]ga]on in the future.
Where possible, please provide responsive material in an electronic format by email. Alterna]vely,
please provide responsive material in na]ve format or in PDF format on a USB drive. Please send any
responsive material being sent by mail to American Oversight, 1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255,
Washington, DC 20005. If it will accelerate release of responsive records to American Oversight, please
also provide responsive material on a rolling basis.
We share a common mission to promote transparency in government. American Oversight looks
forward to working with your agency on this request. If you do not understand any part of this request,
please contact Loree Stark at records@americanoversight.org or 304.913.6114. Also, if American
Oversight’s request for a fee waiver is not granted in full, please contact us immediately upon making
such a determina]on.

                                          Sincerely,

                                          /s/ Loree Stark
Loree Stark
on behalf of
American Oversight
 
Accordingly, the request has been denied as listed below:
 
Department Statute Other
Solicitor Your request is denied.  The County has searched for records

responsive to your request and no record exists.
 
 
You have a right to appeal this denial in wri]ng to: Office of Open Records, 333 Market St., 16th Floor,
Harrisburg, PA 17101-2234. Appeals can also be filed online at the Office of Open Records website,
https://www.openrecords.pa.gov.
 
 
If you choose to file an appeal you must do so within 15 business days of the mailing date of the
agency’s response.  See 65 P.S. § 67.1101.  Please note that a copy of your original RTKL request, the
agency’s extension no]ce (if applicable), and this denial le\er should be included when filing an
appeal. More informa]on about how to file an appeal under the RTKL is available at the Office of Open
Records website, https://www.openrecords.pa.gov.
 
If you have addi]onal ques]ons, please contact Lycoming County. Please be advised that this
correspondence will serve to close this record with our office as permi\ed by law.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lycoming County

http://url2645.govpilot.com/ls/click?upn=u001.hfDYVnWAI7gJdGaB2L-2BJFBQviPu89fjQtYLEEkNsQzcj7dIBAKB0b-2FTmVkLB-2BFu12Hpw_QFGgicBhV6w8RCVzLzEsTw14Kj7g-2B-2BwKRKPrI5kMcBmivJb1o9g7U5zfMT-2FLncUVjj2CkJEOu6HiuK-2B0uO04otPOUxN0FH8wyZBUHyEvOaJhyhuLwGqzhlsAdt7wLNRBDBSlbL7wB6NmUWR15cZog5dCYl-2FDXDKBqHuarZ1w4sm3hzmSuAOrYP4Ux8JoBWZiWGRpsFtMOXvo4pn1fjFP-2FXMGp5FbbKAEEWO-2FP2c43bc-3D
http://url2645.govpilot.com/ls/click?upn=u001.hfDYVnWAI7gJdGaB2L-2BJFBQviPu89fjQtYLEEkNsQzcj7dIBAKB0b-2FTmVkLB-2BFu1XCjZ_QFGgicBhV6w8RCVzLzEsTw14Kj7g-2B-2BwKRKPrI5kMcBmivJb1o9g7U5zfMT-2FLncUVjj2CkJEOu6HiuK-2B0uO04ohgdCmcckrPKGkSRPeK5BlOzaj0TR0cZmu9D1-2BJTAEW9xspqJL6poEUBjWdvG5-2BEHo5WR-2FmPWsW1i3m-2FR8gIrVAwR9kDi3ulE6XXvQ8-2FT4aoGvUj6kts12KXLHR5CCPvCmpdW-2Bwqtjc4yzKPn16O-2Bd4-3D

