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Subject: Open Records Request :: P010391-041824
Date: Monday, April 22, 2024 at 9:25:05 AM Eastern Daylight Time
From: Columbia County Board of Commissioners
To: AO Records

EXTERNAL SENDER

--- Please respond above this line ---

 

04/22/2024

RE: Open Records Request on 4/18/2024 for Department - Other - Board of ElecIons, Reference # P010391-041824

Dear Khahilia:
 
This leOer is in response to your request for informaIon to the Columbia County Board of Commissioners, dated and
received in our office on 4/18/2024 4:58:03 PM. InformaIon Requested:
 
"VIA ONLINE PORTAL

Patrice Crawley, Open Records Officer
Columbia County Board of Commissioners
630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Building B
Evans, GA 30809
Via Online Portal

Re: Open Records Request

Dear Records Custodian:

Pursuant to the Georgia Open Records Law (O.C.G.A. §§ 50-18-70 et seq.), American Oversight makes the following
request for records.

Requested Records

American Oversight requests that your office produce the following within three business days:

1. Records reflecIng any formal or informal guidance, direcIves, analyses, or recommendaIons (including
memoranda and other wriOen records) provided to your office by any state or local offices, the General Assembly, or
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independent experts, regarding the restricIon or removal of absentee ballot drop boxes. 

2. Records reflecIng any actual or projected expenditures involved in restricIng or removing absentee ballot drop
boxes. 

3. Records reflecIng any formal or informal assessments, reports, or analyses prepared by your office, or otherwise
provided to your office by independent experts, regarding any projected or actual impacts of the restricIon or
removal of absentee ballot drop boxes. 

For all parts of this request, please provide all responsive records from March 1, 2023, through the date the request
is received.

Please noIfy American Oversight of any anIcipated fees or costs in excess of $100 prior to incurring such costs or
fees.

Guidance Regarding the Search & Processing of Requested Records 

In connecIon with its request for records, American Oversight provides the following guidance regarding the scope of
the records sought and the search and processing of records:

� Please search all locaIons and systems likely to have responsive records, regardless of format, medium, or physical
characterisIcs. 
� In conducIng your search, please understand the terms “record,” “document,” and “informaIon” in their broadest
sense, to include any wriOen, typed, recorded, graphic, printed, or audio material of any kind. 
� Our request for records includes any aOachments to those records or other materials enclosed with those records
when they were previously transmiOed. To the extent that an email is responsive to our request, our request includes
all prior messages sent or received in that email chain, as well as any aOachments to the email.
� Please search all relevant records or systems containing records regarding agency business. Do not exclude records
regarding agency business contained in files, email accounts, or devices in the personal custody of your officials, such
as personal email accounts or text messages. Records of official business conducted using unofficial systems or stored
outside of official files are subject to the Open Records Act. 
� In the event some porIons of the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose any
reasonably segregable non-exempt porIons of the requested records. If a request is denied in whole, please state
specifically why it is not reasonable to segregate porIons of the record for release.
� Please take appropriate steps to ensure that records responsive to this request are not deleted by the agency
before the compleIon of processing for this request. If records potenIally responsive to this request are likely to be
located on systems where they are subject to potenIal deleIon, including on a scheduled basis, please take steps to
prevent that deleIon, including, as appropriate, by insItuIng a liIgaIon hold on those records.

If you have any quesIons regarding how to construe this request for records or believe that further discussions
regarding search and processing would facilitate a more efficient producIon of records of interest to American
Oversight, please do not hesitate to contact American Oversight. American Oversight welcomes an opportunity to
discuss its request with you before you undertake your search or incur search or duplicaIon costs. By working
together at the outset, American Oversight and your agency can decrease the likelihood of costly and Ime-
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consuming liIgaIon in the future.
Where possible, please provide responsive material in an electronic format by email. AlternaIvely, please provide
responsive material in naIve format or in PDF format on a USB drive. Please send any responsive material being sent
by mail to American Oversight, 1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005. If it will accelerate release
of responsive records to American Oversight, please also provide responsive material on a rolling basis.
Conclusion

American Oversight is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit with the mission to promote transparency in government, to educate the
public about government acIviIes, and to ensure the accountability of government officials. American Oversight
uses the informaIon gathered, and its analysis of it, to educate the public through reports, press releases, or other
media. American Oversight also makes materials it gathers available on its public website and promotes their
availability on social media plamorms, such as Facebook and TwiOer.com. 

We share a common mission to promote transparency in government. American Oversight looks forward to working
with you on this request. If you do not understand any part of this request, have any quesIons, or foresee any
problems in fully releasing the requested records, please contact Khahilia Shaw at records@americanoversight.org or
202.539.6507. 

Sincerely,

/s/ Khahilia Shaw
Khahilia Shaw
on behalf of
American Oversight"
Columbia County has reviewed its files and has determined we have no responsive documents associated with your
request.
 
If you have any quesIons, or wish to discuss this further, you may contact me at 706.868.3379.
 
Sincerely,
 
Patrice R. Crawley
County Clerk
Board of Commissioners

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Open Records Center.

https://u8387795.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.lmGDG9tOFlbI1MVQJrX7pY6n6N6NWf9uph20gE-2F79cHctY4ClOzDD81-2F1juPekLDB9RbjsKm01pAOUhhOP5YTvL97-2B6S6rv4lJoYDsyuUUE-3Dde2t_QFGgicBhV6w8RCVzLzEsTw14Kj7g-2B-2BwKRKPrI5kMcBn-2FxeQAq8H9susxalTtrCF0EZSmb9453O703Uh-2FRKY8QWkS8OiKRlWq5ULuzFL2R2HXEsfZGy4He57Uq2tvMd3H8omqZZDH3GI1y4zzCMaxRF6pwhm09mkaUa8u1Tgnq50gZt1ascmLclq-2FHZFnbOaJlKIynSF0jqqVrhBtj4ay7GwNm-2BczhibDS3TX157gXuMFs7GRu4xu4pKpALqx7Pl7jjaBtW4TF4IwTnbCGG5A2DHHtCa1pfHcHJr9NVNrq1plS6iJHD6uSBnsocSHtidLhoCvlmZlkiOnBxfCv5VRHCD-2FY0jrnSIO-2BH1wszj65g1VKKRJS4q3XkgpRhMqjS8o

