Monday, March 11, 2024 at 10:16:49 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: [Document Released to Requester] Augusta, Georgia public records request #24-518
Date: Monday, March 11, 2024 at 9:11:42 AM Eastern Daylight Time

From: Augusta Georgia Open Records Request

To: records@americanoversight.org

EXTERNAL SENDER

-- Attach a non-image file and/or reply ABOVE THIS LINE with a message, and it will be sent to staff on this request. --

Augusta, Georgia Public Records

A document has been released for
record request #24-518 along with the
following message:

Good morning,

Please accept the released record(s) as our final response to
your request for documents under the Georgia Open Records
Act. It is our understanding that the record(s) that you have
requested are as follows:

Pursuant to the Georgia Open Records Law (O.C.G.A. §§ 50-
18-70 et seq.), American Oversight makes the following

request for records.

Requested Records
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American Oversight requests that your office produce the
following within three business days:

1. All email communications (including emails, email
attachments, complete email chains, calendar invitations,
and calendar invitation attachments) between (a) Tim
McFalls, Marcia Brown, Isaac McAdams, Sherry Barnes,
Betty Reece, and anyone else communicating on behalf of
the Richmond County Board of Elections, and (b) the
external individuals and entities listed below (including, but
not limited to, anyone communicating from an email address
ending in the listed domains).

External Individuals and Entities:

a. America First Policy Institute (americafirstpolicy.com)
b. American Legislative Exchange Council (alec.org)

c. Americans for Tax Reform (atr.org)

d. Foundation for Government Accountability (thefga.org)

. Hans von Spakovsky and/or anyone else communicating
on behalf of The Heritage Foundation (heritage.org)
f. Honest Elections Project (honestelections.org)
g. Melody Clarke, Kerri Toloczko, and/or anyone else
communicating on behalf of Election Integrity Network
(whoscounting.us)
h. Stop RCV (stoprcv.com)
i. Virginia Institute of Public Policy (virginiainstitute.org)

2. All email communications (including emails, email
attachments, complete email chains, calendar invitations,
and calendar invitation attachments) sent or received by the
Board of Elections officials listed in part 1 and containing
any of the key terms listed below.

Key Terms:
a. “ranked choice”
b. “ranked-choice”
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c. “rigged choice”
d. “rigged-choice”
e. RCV

Please note that American Oversight does not seek, and that
both parts of this request specifically exclude, the initial
mailing of news clips or other mass-distribution emails.
However, subsequent communications responding to or
forwarding such emails are responsive to this request. For
example, if a specific individual received a mass-distribution
news clip email from an email address ending in
@americafirstpolicy.com, that initial email would not be
responsive to this request. However, if that specific
individual forwarded that email to another individual with
their own commentary, that subsequent message would be
responsive to this request and should be produced.

For all parts of this request, please provide all responsive
records from December 1, 2023, through the date the request
is received.

After doing a thorough search and retrieval for the requested
record(s) with the applicable custodian(s) of records, we have
identified one (1) responsive record(s) to your open records

request.

Respectfully,

Glen Talley

Glen E. Talley Ill | Open Records Officer, Administrator’s Office |
Augusta, Georgia

706-821-4899 | 535 Telfair Street, Suite 910, Augusta, GA 30901
| https://www.augustaga.gov/2982/0Open-Records-Requests
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https://www.augustaga.gov/2982/Open-Records-Requests

e ORR 24-518.pdf

View Request 24-518

https://cityofaugustaga.nextrequest.com/requests/24-518

Document links are valid for one month. After April 11, you will need to sign in to view
the document(s).

[~

help page
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https://cityofaugustaga.nextrequest.com/requests/24-518
https://cityofaugustaga.nextrequest.com/documents/30497050?token=f7b4cafc340b951fdc037a82e950c9ba
https://www.nextrequest.com/
https://www.nextrequest.civicplus.help/hc/en-us/categories/17720084172567-Requesters

From: Deidre Holden

To: "Tonnie Adams "; Timothy McFalls; tbraatz@hallcounty.org; schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov;
Rene.Russo@accgov.com; guit.judge@gqc-ga.org; ofinney@co.henry.ga.us; ninarcrawford@gmail.com;
nboren@columbusga.org; Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov;
jdoran@morgancountyga.gov; ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov; cnelson@warecounty.com;
cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov; arussell@baconcounty.org; adover@cherokeega.com;
norck@jacksoncountygov.com; Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov; kirkji@bartowga.org; Travis Doss; Lacy
Dunn; ssgerman@chathamcounty.org; Pam.Long@accgov.com

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Legislative update Crossover Day
Date: Wednesday, February 28, 2024 6:33:54 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png

Thanks Tonnie!

“Attitude is the 'little’ thing that makes a big difference.”
Winston Churchill

eidre B, Tediden

Director

Elections & Registration
Campaign Finance Filing Officer
Open Records Officer

Paulding County

240 Constitution Blvd.
Dallas, GA 30132
770-443-7503 Office
770-443-7548 Fax
678-306-7367 Cell

REACH THE PEACH 2024...VOTE
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EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click any links or open any attachments unless you trust the sender and
know the content is safe.

NOTICE: This communication originates from the Paulding County Elections and Voter Registration
Department, and it may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you are not the
intended recipient, or believe that you have received this communication in error, please do not
print, copy, retransmit, disseminate, or otherwise use the information. Also, please indicate to the
sender that you have received this communication in error, and delete the copy you received.

From: Tonnie Adams <tadams@heardcountyga.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2024 5:47 PM

To: tmcfalls@augustaeda.org; tbraatz@hallcounty.org; schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov;
Rene.Russo@accgov.com; quit.judge@gqc-ga.org; ofinney@co.henry.ga.us;
ninarcrawford@gmail.com; nboren@columbusga.org; Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com;
Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov; jdoran@morgancountyga.gov; ethan.compton@irwincounty-
ga.gov; Deidre Holden <deidre.holden@paulding.gov>; cnelson@warecounty.com;
cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov; arussell@baconcounty.org; adover@cherokeega.com;
norck@jacksoncountygov.com; Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov; kirkj@bartowga.org;
TDoss@augustaga.gov; Lacy Dunn <lacy.dunn@paulding.gov>; ssgerman@chathamcounty.org;
Pam.Long@accgov.com

Subject: Legislative update Crossover Day
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Warning: This e-mail originated from outside the organization. Do not
click links or attachments if you were not expecting this e-mail.

Legislative Update — the Day Before Crossover

HB 975: Elections; prohibit bar codes, QR codes, and other machine codes on ballots printed
by electronic ballot markers

SB 189: Elections; text portions of ballots shall be counted for vote tabulation and recounts
purposes; provide

Similar bills that remove the QR code from BMD ballots. SB 189 has passed the
Senate and may be discussed in the House committee. Expect more deliberation on this
topic later this session. The final passage of SB 189 during this session is not likely
unless effective dates for the bill set in the future are included.

HB 17: Elections; sealing of ballots in secure containers; provide

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full House vote.
GAVREO has worked with the author of this bill to amend parts to make it acceptable.

HB 426: Elections; retention and preservation of ballots and other election documents; revise
provisions

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full House vote. This
bill would remove the seal placed on election records sent to the Clerk of Court.

SR 221: Joint Study Committee on Run-off Elections; create

If this committee is created, it is hoped that election officials will have input and be
able to testify.

HB 559: Elections; preferential treatment during advance voting to voters accompanied by
children five years of age or under; provide (Draper, Saira, et al.)

Maximum age has been changed from 5 to 3 years old. This bill has been given “do
pass” status as amended and is waiting to be sent to the House floor.

HB 1112: Elections; remove Secretary of State from State Election Board; attach to State
Accounting Office

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full House vote.

HB 1118: Elections; increase penalty for use of violence to interfere with duties of poll or
election workers or prevent electors from voting

Hearing tomorrow in Judiciary-Non-Civil Committee. It could be sent to Rules and be
considered tomorrow. GAVREO hopes to get this one over the finish line tomorrow.

GA-RICHMOND-24-0199-A-000003



HB 1370: Elections; superintendents determine number of voting booths; provisions

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full House vote.

HR 780: Only citizens of the United States have right to vote in elections in Georgia; clarify —
CA

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full House vote. If
voted on by the House, requires 2/3 majority to pass on to the Senate.

SR 454: Right to Register and Vote; clarify (CA)

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full Senate vote. If
sent to the floor, must have 2/3 majority to pass on to the House.

SB 221: Primaries and Elections; the language that must be used on absentee ballot
applications distributed by persons or entities; revise

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full Senate vote. This
bill contains language concerning residency status and expands the criteria that can be
used to uphold voter challenges. It also changes voter registration through DDS from
“opt-out” to “opt-in”.

SB 411: Elections; preferential treatment during advance voting to voters accompanied by
children five years of age or under; provide

Similar to HB 559. Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a
full Senate vote.

SB 413: Elections; provisions relating to dates for certain special elections related to sales and
use taxes; revise

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full Senate vote.

Sales tax referendums shall only be on the ballot in November election of ANY year or
on the General Primary or the PPP (no more March specials).

The following bills have been passed by one chamber or the other and will be heard in
committee following Crossover Day:

HB 974: Secretary of State; establish and maintain a state-wide system for the posting of
scanned paper ballots; require

HB 977: Elections; number of contests subject to risk-limiting audits; expand
HB 986: Elections; election interference with a deep fake; establish criminal offense

Defines “deep fake” as it relates to elections and outlines punishment for creating or
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producing a deep fake. This bill was heard by the House Technology Committee.

HB 1207: Elections; proofing of ballots by local superintendents in certain races; provide

SB 212: Probate Court Judges; relating to elections; end activities and duties

SB 355: Elections and Primaries; use of ranked-choice voting; prohibit

SB 358: State Election Board; remove the Secretary of State; authorize the board to investigate

SB 368: Government Transparency and Campaign Finance; foreign nationals from
contributing to candidates or campaign committees; prohibit

HB 976: Elections; ballots used in optical scan voting systems shall use paper with a visible
watermark security feature; provide

IT's been a very busy session. Marci is doing a spectacular job.

Charles Tonnie Adams

Heard County Elections Supervisor
215 E Court Square

PO Box 427

Franklin, GA 30217

706-675-3907

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use
by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that
any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly

prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by
Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more
useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out
more Click Here.

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of the City of Augusta's mail system -- DO NOT

CLICK on links, open attachments or respond to requests for information unless you are sure
the content is safe.]
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From: Travis Doss

To: Tonnie Adams; Timothy McFalls; tbraatz@hallcounty.org; schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov;
Rene.Russo@accgov.com; guit.judge@gqc-ga.org; ofinney@co.henry.ga.us; ninarcrawford@gmail.com;
nboren@columbusga.org; Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov;
jdoran@morgancountyga.gov; ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov; Deidre Holden; cnelson@warecounty.com;
cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov; arussell@baconcounty.org; adover@cherokeega.com;
norck@jacksoncountygov.com; Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov; kirkj@bartowga.org; Lacey Dunn;
ssgerman@chathamcounty.org; Pam.Long@accgov.com

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Legislative update Crossover Day

Date: Wednesday, February 28, 2024 6:20:18 PM

Thank you Tonnie for this update

W. Travis Doss, Jr., CERA, GEOC
Executive Director

Richmond County Board of Elections
535 Telfair Street, Suite 500
Augusta, GA 30901

706-821-2872 (Office)
706-842-1309 (Warehouse)
706-821-2814 (FAX)

706-821-2340 (Main Line)
833-260-8683 (Toll-Free)
www.augustaga.gov/vote
richmondelections@augustaga.gov

Vote

Augusta, Georgia

)
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Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full House vote.
GAVREO has worked with the author of this bill to amend parts to make it acceptable.

HB 426: Elections; retention and preservation of ballots and other election documents; revise
provisions

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full House vote. This
bill would remove the seal placed on election records sent to the Clerk of Court.

SR 221: Joint Study Committee on Run-off Elections; create

If this committee is created, it is hoped that election officials will have input and be
able to testify.

HB 559: Elections; preferential treatment during advance voting to voters accompanied by
children five years of age or under; provide (Draper, Saira, et al.)

Maximum age has been changed from 5 to 3 years old. This bill has been given “do
pass” status as amended and is waiting to be sent to the House floor.

HB 1112: Elections; remove Secretary of State from State Election Board; attach to State
Accounting Office

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full House vote.

HB 1118: Elections; increase penalty for use of violence to interfere with duties of poll or
election workers or prevent electors from voting

Hearing tomorrow in Judiciary-Non-Civil Committee. It could be sent to Rules and be
considered tomorrow. GAVREOQO hopes to get this one over the finish line tomorrow.

HB 1370: Elections; superintendents determine number of voting booths; provisions
Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full House vote.

HR 780: Only citizens of the United States have right to vote in elections in Georgia; clarify —
CA

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full House vote. If
voted on by the House, requires 2/3 majority to pass on to the Senate.

SR 454: Right to Register and Vote; clarify (CA)

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full Senate vote. If
sent to the floor, must have 2/3 majority to pass on to the House.

SB 221: Primaries and Elections; the language that must be used on absentee ballot
applications distributed by persons or entities; revise
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Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full Senate vote. This
bill contains language concerning residency status and expands the criteria that can be
used to uphold voter challenges. It also changes voter registration through DDS from
“opt-out” to “opt-in”.

SB 411: Elections; preferential treatment during advance voting to voters accompanied by
children five years of age or under; provide

Similar to HB 559. Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a
full Senate vote.

SB 413: Elections; provisions relating to dates for certain special elections related to sales and
use taxes; revise

Has been given “do pass” status and can be sent to the floor for a full Senate vote.

Sales tax referendums shall only be on the ballot in November election of ANY year or
on the General Primary or the PPP (no more March specials).

The following bills have been passed by one chamber or the other and will be heard in
committee following Crossover Day:

HB 974: Secretary of State; establish and maintain a state-wide system for the posting of
scanned paper ballots; require

HB 977: Elections; number of contests subject to risk-limiting audits; expand

HB 986: Elections; election interference with a deep fake; establish criminal offense
Defines “deep fake” as it relates to elections and outlines punishment for creating or
producing a deep fake. This bill was heard by the House Technology Committee.

HB 1207: Elections; proofing of ballots by local superintendents in certain races; provide

SB 212: Probate Court Judges; relating to elections; end activities and duties

SB 355: Elections and Primaries; use of ranked-choice voting; prohibit

SB 358: State Election Board; remove the Secretary of State; authorize the board to investigate

SB 368: Government Transparency and Campaign Finance; foreign nationals from
contributing to candidates or campaign committees; prohibit

HB 976: Elections; ballots used in optical scan voting systems shall use paper with a visible
watermark security feature; provide
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IT's been a very busy session. Marci is doing a spectacular job.

Charles Tonnie Adams

Heard County Elections Supervisor
215 E Court Square

PO Box 427

Franklin, GA 30217

706-675-3907

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of the City of Augusta's mail system -- DO NOT
CLICK on links, open attachments or respond to requests for information unless you are
sure the content is safe.]
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From: Ethan Compton

To: Timothy McFalls; tbraatz@hallcounty.org; schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov; Rene.Russo@accgov.com;
quit.judge@ggc-ga.org; ofinney@co.henry.ga.us; ninarcrawford@gmail.com; nboren@columbusga.org;
Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov; jdoran@morgancountyga.gov;
Deidre Holden; cnelson@warecounty.com; cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov; arussell@baconcounty.org;
adover@cherokeega.com; norck@jacksoncountygov.com; Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov;
kirkj@bartowga.org; Travis Doss; Lacey Dunn; ssgerman@chathamcounty.org; Pam.Long@accgov.com; Tonnie

Adams
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: [EXTERNAL]bills to focus on
Date: Monday, February 19, 2024 10:53:14 AM
Attachments: Outlook-d3rirsca.png

2024 Ethan Compton GAVREO Legislative Committee Opinions.docx

Good morning,

Attached is my opinion on the bills Tonnie mentioned in his prior email Sunday.

Ethan Compton
Election Supervisor

Irwin County, Georgia

ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov
(229) 468-0081 Office
(229) 468-0089 Fax

From: Tonnie Adams <tadams@heardcountyga.com>

Sent: Sunday, February 18, 2024 11:18 PM

To: tmcfalls@augustaeda.org <tmcfalls@augustaeda.org>; tbraatz@hallcounty.org
<tbraatz@hallcounty.org>; schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov <schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov>;
Rene.Russo@accgov.com <Rene.Russo@accgov.com>; quit.judge@gqc-ga.org <quit.judge@gqc-
ga.org>; ofinney@co.henry.ga.us <ofinney@co.henry.ga.us>; ninarcrawford@gmail.com
<ninarcrawford@gmail.com>; nboren@columbusga.org <nboren@columbusga.org>;
Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com <Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com>;
Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov <Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov>;
jdoran@morgancountyga.gov <jdoran@morgancountyga.gov>; Ethan Compton
<ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov>; Deidre Holden <dholden@paulding.gov>;
cnelson@warecounty.com <cnelson@warecounty.com>; cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov
<cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov>; arussell@baconcounty.org <arussell@baconcounty.org>;
adover@cherokeega.com <adover@cherokeega.com>; norck@jacksoncountygov.com
<norck@jacksoncountygov.com>; Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov
<Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov>; kirkj@bartowga.org <kirkj@bartowga.org>;
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Opinions submitted for consideration to the GAVREO Legislative Committee by Ethan Compton, Irwin County Election Supervisor.



HB 419: Support

Passage of this bill will greatly reduce voter and election official fatigue as well as the excessive costs associated with frequent runoffs caused by the current threshold of 50%+1 votes being needed to avert one.



HB 975 / SB 189: Conditionally Support

Such a change will require a change in scanners either physically or via software update, which we do not possess the time nor resources in order to apply in the middle of a presidential election cycle.

This is a change that many elections officials support but are opposed to the logistics surrounding its implementation. Have this bill take effect Jan 1st, 2025 and it would have my complete support.



HB 426: Opposed

The physical ballots themselves need to maintain a court seal upon them in order to maintain the strictest possible chain of custody on them. In case of an election in which a recount would be required, the sanctity of these ballots will need to be preserved in order to preserve a fair and accurate recount.

The equipment should provide a high-definition image of each ballot, and making those images open for public viewing should suffice for fulfilling a person or group’s desire to “hand audit” the ballots and ensuring a correct final tally was reached.

Exposing the physical ballots to hands on inspection will reduce the accuracy of recounts, lower the security of elections and greatly increase time and costs related to the fulfillment of open records requests.



HB 974: Support

An online ballot image viewing portal will reduce the impact that many of the most difficult to fulfill open records requests impost on county elections offices, saving time and money and letting our state’s elections professionals focus on running safe, secure accurate elections.



HB 1207: Support

This legislation will assist with minimizing ballot proofing errors, allowing candidates to serve as an additional set of eyes maintaining ballot accuracy.



HB 424: Conditionally Oppose

This seems to be a bill that imposes a great logistical challenge and manpower overhead onto GA POST and could trip up elections officials unable to receive the additional qualification documents in a timely manner. If a streamlined process could be set into place to ensure that elections officials and sheriff candidates are informed of the changes and that the required documentation can be obtained in an expedient manner, then all opposition to this legislation would be addressed and revoked.



HB 977: Support

The final 2% risk threshold is a goal we should already be striving for as elections officials, and I would like if this bill would add a formal, standardized date as to when the audit would take place after an election (i.e., the second Wednesday following an election) in order to better ingrain this process as part of regular elections procedure moving forward.



The added amount of contests of be audited and lower acceptable threshold of error will increase the amount of labor needed to audit in a timely manner, but the potential benefits they provide in building public trust offset those issues.



HB 976: Conditionally Support

While implementing such a measure as a required ballot watermark is unwise in the middle of an election cycle, it is logistically feasible although in the case of many counties it will impose a fiscally irresponsible burden upon them due to sunk inventory costs.

In addition, it is important to consider any cascading effects that this switch may impose, such as the need for additional staff at the Secretary of State’s Office- Elections Division in order to receive all orders for ballot stock, apply the watermark, repackage the paper and ship the orders to counties. This process would also increase overall shipping costs, as all orders would need to be shipped first to the Secretary of State’s Office and then shipped again from them to the counties. Funds will need to be made continually available to the Secretary of State’s Office- Elections Division to address these ongoing expenses.

While not implementing any meaningful additional security to the ballot stock itself, it is a measure that is voter verifiable without additional equipment and any increase of voter trust, however slight, is worth the consideration and investment.

Could we possibly consider the implementation of a one-time grant to counties in order to compensate for the losses imposed due to this legislation, or the provision of a supply of watermarked ballot stock to counties at no cost for the remainder of the election cycle to offset the sunk inventory costs counties will incur due to this legislation?



HB 1118: Support

In order to ensure the continued service of elections officials, the state must show that they will be protected in this changing world where they are now coming under a brighter spotlight and becoming increasingly exposed to threats and violence.



HB 1254: Support

While most smaller counties have not been subject to any statistically relevant number of viable voter challenges that would warrant the need for such charges, the mass voter challenges faced by a few counties have been excessive and are a drain on their resources which require this legislation to be considered.

In counties in which due diligence in voter list maintenance is performed, the clear majority of such challenges are frivolous in nature and deserve to be penalized.



SB 355: Oppose

No change to implement Ranked Choice Voting will ever take place without legislation authorizing it being enacted, which renders this ban entirely redundant and only serving as a decree to voters that legislators are threatened by this method of voting and are wanting to restrict the options voters possess with how they can cast their ballots.

Not one UOCAVA voter in my jurisdiction has complained about voting by ranked choice ballot, none have had questions or expressed confusion and multiple UOCAVA voters have called to express their favoring RCV ballots above standard ones.



SB 355: Support

As the parent of a special needs child under the age of five years, my spouse has voted via absentee by mail almost exclusively due to fearing that there will be a line at the polling place in which our child would be incapable of waiting patiently without causing a disruption. The passage of this legislation will create a reduction in the number of people in similar mindsets and situations casting their ballots by mail or not at all and will promote the general atmosphere of the polls being a more accommodating place.



SB 413: Support

Passage of this legislation will remove the strategic scheduling of SPLOST referendums to aim for the lowest turnout elections possible and reduce elections administration costs by preventing the need for special elections to be held solely for the passage of such referendums.



SB 446: Support

This legislation is more difficult to support, given the shortening of the early voting period from 17 to 12 days will meaningfully reduce the amount of access to the polls voters will have.

That said, the additional five days of preparation for early voting and election day will reduce some issues at the polls which may occur due to a lack of preparation and will create a meaningful reduction in costs for county elections administration, as early voting poll worker pay is by far the largest expense occurred with running an election in my jurisdiction and I would theorize that to be the case in many others as well.

This one change alone would reduce my overall department budget expenditures by an estimated 7.5%.


TDoss@augustaga.gov <TDoss@augustaga.gov>; Lacey Dunn <ldunn@paulding.gov>;
ssgerman@chathamcounty.org <ssgerman@chathamcounty.org>; Pam.Long@accgov.com
<Pam.Long@accgov.com>

Subject: [EXTERNAL]bills to focus on

House Bills:

HB 419 - where does the legislature stand on ending the General Runoff?

HB 975/SB 189 - (eliminate QR Code) will there be a change in the scanners? We must
make it clear that ANY change this year would make running elections VERY difficult

HB 426 - unsealing of ballots - nothing more has been heard about this bill - where do the
majority of GAVREO members stand here?

HB 974 - online ballot image database

HB 1207 - proofing of ballots (candidate must be e-mailed a copy of the ballot so he/she
may proof it before final signoff)

HB 424 - (Sheriff qualifying) will this bill pass in time for qualifying in March? The bill as
written has a provision that it will be effective upon Governor's signature

HB 977 - audits - the original bill required MANY more audits than the final version

HB 976 - ballot watermark - we need to find out what counties with excess paper inventory
can do to prevent wasting paper that is not used by the end of the June Runoff

HB 1118 - this bill would expand protections to ALL election workers as to threats of
violence. This bill was up for a hearing last week, but was pulled from the hearing.

HB 1254 - this bill would allow Board of Registration to charge REASONABLE fees for voter
challenges. | think some counties would be very open to this idea. It might not go
anywhere this year, but it something to engage Rep. Draper on at a later date.

Senate Bills:

SB 355 - ban ranked choice voting (except UOCAVA) - this bill is probably moving through
SB 411 - parents with children five years of age or under to the front of the line

SB 413 - special elections for sales and use taxes may only be in November of any year OR

concurrent with a statewide Primary (Primary in even years OR PPP every four years) - no
more March specials for sales taxes
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SB 446 - change in early voting (shorten the period)

There are other bills out there that affect other aspects of elections and ethics that do not
directly affect our offices.

I will have a comprehensive list sometime next week.
This list is too many to focus on right now, but we can pick and choose as we go.

Charles Tonnie Adams

Heard County Elections Supervisor
215 E Court Square

PO Box 427

Franklin, GA 30217

706-675-3907

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of the City of Augusta's mail system -- DO NOT

CLICK on links, open attachments or respond to requests for information unless you are
sure the content is safe. ]
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From: Tonnie Adams

To: Timothy McFalls; tbraatz@hallcounty.org; schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov; Rene.Russo@accgov.com;
quit.judge@ggc-ga.org; ofinney@co.henry.ga.us; ninarcrawford@gmail.com; nboren@columbusga.org;
Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov; jdoran@morgancountyga.gov;
ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov; Deidre Holden; cnelson@warecounty.com; cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov;
arussell@baconcounty.org; adover@cherokeega.com; norck@jacksoncountygov.com;
Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov; kirkj@bartowga.org; Travis Doss; Lacey Dunn;
ssgerman@chathamcounty.org; Pam.Long@accgov.com

Subject: [EXTERNAL] bills to focus on
Date: Sunday, February 18, 2024 11:18:56 PM
House Bills:

HB 419 - where does the legislature stand on ending the General Runoff?

HB 975/SB 189 - (eliminate QR Code) will there be a change in the scanners? We must
make it clear that ANY change this year would make running elections VERY difficult

HB 426 - unsealing of ballots - nothing more has been heard about this bill - where do the
majority of GAVREO members stand here?

HB 974 - online ballot image database

HB 1207 - proofing of ballots (candidate must be e-mailed a copy of the ballot so he/she
may proof it before final signoff)

HB 424 - (Sheriff qualifying) will this bill pass in time for qualifying in March? The bill as
written has a provision that it will be effective upon Governor's signature

HB 977 - audits - the original bill required MANY more audits than the final version

HB 976 - ballot watermark - we need to find out what counties with excess paper inventory
can do to prevent wasting paper that is not used by the end of the June Runoff

HB 1118 - this bill would expand protections to ALL election workers as to threats of
violence. This bill was up for a hearing last week, but was pulled from the hearing.

HB 1254 - this bill would allow Board of Registration to charge REASONABLE fees for voter
challenges. | think some counties would be very open to this idea. It might not go
anywhere this year, but it something to engage Rep. Draper on at a later date.

Senate Bills:

SB 355 - ban ranked choice voting (except UOCAVA) - this bill is probably moving through

SB 411 - parents with children five years of age or under to the front of the line

SB 413 - special elections for sales and use taxes may only be in November of any year OR
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concurrent with a statewide Primary (Primary in even years OR PPP every four years) - no
more March specials for sales taxes

SB 446 - change in early voting (shorten the period)

There are other bills out there that affect other aspects of elections and ethics that do not
directly affect our offices.

I will have a comprehensive list sometime next week.
This list is too many to focus on right now, but we can pick and choose as we go.

Charles Tonnie Adams

Heard County Elections Supervisor
215 E Court Square

PO Box 427

Franklin, GA 30217

706-675-3907

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of the City of Augusta's mail system -- DO NOT
CLICK on links, open attachments or respond to requests for information unless you are
sure the content is safe.]
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From: Thomas Braatz (Elections)

To: Tonnie Adams
Cc: Timothy McFalls; schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov; Rene.Russo@accgov.com; quit.judge@gqgc-ga.org;

ofinney@co.henry.ga.us; ninarcrawford@gmail.com; nboren@columbusga.org;
Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov; jdoran@morgancountyga.gov;
ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov; Deidre Holden; cnelson@warecounty.com; cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov
arussell@baconcounty.org; adover@cherokeega.com; norck@jacksoncountygov.com;
Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov; kirkj@bartowga.org; Travis Doss; Lacey Dunn;
ssgerman@chathamcounty.org; Pam.Long@accgov.com; Lori Wurtz (Elections)

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: letter draft
Date: Sunday, February 18, 2024 11:55:01 AM
Hi Tonnie,

| hope a lobbyist is indeed good news. Is any information about Marci Rubensohn’s background and
experience available? This will be helpful to have an idea where to start and guide our conversation.

Given the focus is on current bills, our topics are pretty well set already:
HB976 — watermarks on ballot paper

HB974 — web enabled platform for cast votes ballot images; centralized, state-wide
HB977 — audits

HB975 - eliminating QR codes to switch to OCR

SB355 — prohibit RCV

SB358 — remove SoS from SEB; allow SEB to investigate SoS

SB189 — similar to HB975 re: QR codes to text

SB212 — elections duties of Probate Court Judges

SB411 — allow voters with young children to cut in line

SB413 — sales tax referendums limited to every two (2) years

Budget — ensure NO unfunded mandates

Specifically on the topic of ballot paper, due consideration of the transition of existing blank ballot
stock inventory MUST be given. Given there is no central data source for current blank ballot stock
levels in the 159 counties, | can’t foresee a cost effective way to transition other than to say “use
only watermarked ballot paper after all existing ballot paper stocks are depleted”, otherwise will we
need to estimate the cost to taxpayers of shredding unused blank ballot stocks? And don’t we
already have ballot paper security features that aren’t ut|||zed? Let’s please not do something I|ke

For the future, I'd like to see the specific constraint removed for DVS’s recommendation of one
voting unit (BMD + printer) per 250 electors. It’s overkill and most of our polling places can’t come
close to providing the electrical power demands and physical space required. Hall County’s polling
places are primarily churches (20 of 31 locations) and the fellowship facilities are uniformly lacking.
Now that the PollPad process has been improved, the most frequent processing bottleneck when we
experience voter lines, is at the ICP tabulators. Further, lines have NOT historically been a problem (I
know, | shouldn’t have said this out loud). | calculated the availability of BMD time per voter for the
entire election event window, and the result is that voters have 37 minutes/ballot to make all their
choices for all the contests if everyone in the county goes to the polls. This requirement is a solution
making unnecessary problems and increasing expenses for little to no benefit.
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The topic of innovation really needs to be addressed, but I’'m not sure where to start. People making
rules for which they likely don’t understand the implications strikes me as absurd.

Thanks and best regards,
Tom Braatz
Hall County Elections

From: Tonnie Adams <tadams@heardcountyga.com>

Sent: Friday, February 16, 2024 11:59 AM

To: tmcfalls@augustaeda.org; Thomas Braatz (Elections) <tbraatz@hallcounty.org>;
schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov; Rene.Russo@accgov.com; quit.judge@gqc-ga.org;
ofinney@co.henry.ga.us; ninarcrawford@gmail.com; nboren@columbusga.org;
Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov;
jdoran@morgancountyga.gov; ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov; Deidre Holden
<dholden@paulding.gov>; cnelson@warecounty.com; cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov;
arussell@baconcounty.org; adover@cherokeega.com; norck@jacksoncountygov.com;
Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov; kirkj@bartowga.org; TDoss@augustaga.gov; Lacey Dunn
<ldunn@paulding.gov>; ssgerman@chathamcounty.org; Pam.Long@accgov.com
Subject: letter draft

You don't often get email from tadams@heardcountyga.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Committee:

| am pleased to announce that GAVREO has decided to hire Marci Rubensohn through
Holland and Knight as our lobbyist.

To prepare for our first meeting with her, we must prepare a list of concerns dealing with
legislation. The focus for now will be on bills that have been filed and heard in committee.
Later we will focus on legislative goals for the 2025-2026 legislative biennium.

Please compile a list of items to discuss for a meeting next week, time to be determined.

I would like for a list to be available by Sunday evening, if possible. The meeting will most
likely be held Tuesday.

This is an exciting new chapter for our organization, and | look forward to working with
Marci on our legislative priorities.

Thank you,

Charles Tonnie Adams

Heard County Elections Supervisor
215 E Court Square

PO Box 427
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Franklin, GA 30217
706-675-3907

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of the City of Augusta's mail system -- DO NOT
CLICK on links, open attachments or respond to requests for information unless you are sure
the content is safe.]
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From: Nancy Boren

To: adover@cherokeega.com; cnelson@warecounty.com; cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov; Deidre Holden;
jdoran@morgancountyga.gov; ninarcrawford@gmail.com; ofinney@co.henry.ga.us; Rene.Russo@accgov.com;
schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov; Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com; ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov;
arussell@baconcounty.org; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov; tbraatz@hallcounty.org; guit.judge@gqgc-
ga.org; tmcfalls; Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov; kirkji@bartowga.org; Travis Doss; Lacey Dunn;
ssgerman@chathamcounty.org; Pam.Long@accgov.com; Tonnie Adams

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] legislative update

Date: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 10:42:37 AM

House Rules Committee Chairman Richard Smith passed away in his sleep this
morning.

| spoke with Randy Robertson last night regarding the restriction to sales tax
referendums in general elections in even years. He is willing to discuss having
those elections with any regularly scheduled election in even-numbered years. |
discussed election officials are often concerned about the length of general
election ballots and want to decrease opportunities for a two physical page
ballot and voter fatigue for down ballot issues.

Nancy

From: Tonnie Adams <tadams@heardcountyga.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 10:37 AM

To: adover@cherokeega.com <adover@cherokeega.com>; cnelson@warecounty.com
<cnelson@warecounty.com>; cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov <cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov>;
Deidre Holden <dholden@paulding.gov>; jdoran@morgancountyga.gov
<jdoran@morgancountyga.gov>; ninarcrawford@gmail.com <ninarcrawford@gmail.com>;
ofinney@co.henry.ga.us <ofinney@co.henry.ga.us>; Rene.Russo@accgov.com
<Rene.Russo@accgov.com>; schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov <schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov>;
Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com <Zachary.Manifold @gwinnettcounty.com>;
ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov <ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov>;
arussell@baconcounty.org <arussell@baconcounty.org>; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov
<lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov>; tbraatz@hallcounty.org <tbraatz@hallcounty.org>; Nancy
Boren <NBoren@columbusga.gov>; quit.judge@gqc-ga.org <quit.judge @gqc-ga.org>;
tmcfalls@augustaeda.org <tmcfalls@augustaeda.org>; Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov
<Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov>; kirkj@bartowga.org <kirkj@bartowga.org>;
TDoss@augustaga.gov <TDoss@augustaga.gov>; Lacey Dunn <ldunn@paulding.gov>;
ssgerman@chathamcounty.org <ssgerman@chathamcounty.org>; Pam.Long@accgov.com
<Pam.Long@accgov.com>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] legislative update

Bills on the House Rules calendar for a vote today:

HB 976: ballots must have watermark

New bills dropped:
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HB 1060 - seeks to repeal SB 202 - this bill is going nowhere

SB 411 - allows parents with children five years of age or under to go to the front of the line
(there is a democrat version of this bill that has already been heard in the Governmental
Affairs Committee)

SB 413 - would restrict sales tax referendums to general elections in even years

Meetings today:
House subcommittee on elections (Governmental Affairs): 1:30 PM

HB 974: scanned ballot database (2nd hearing - expect a committee substitute to resolve
resolution requirements)

HB 975: no QR codes - This bill was not discussed at the last meeting, but expect this bill
to go forward at some point (maybe even today), since the Senate has their own version of
this bill

HB 977: additional audits - carried over from the last meeting. Our main concern with
this bill is being able to conduct additional audits in time for certification deadline

Senate Ethics Committee: 5:00 PM

SB 212: Probate Judge bill - 3rd meeting this has been discussed - | would not be
surprised if this is passed by the committee

Further updates from last week:

Rick Jeffares was confirmed as a member of the State Election Board on Thursday by the
Senate

John Fervier was confirmed as the Chair of the State Election Board by the House and
Senate on Thursday

SB 355 (prohibit ranked choice voting) and SB 358 (Secretary of State and SEB relationship)

were passed by the Senate on Friday and have been assigned to the Governmental Affairs
Committee in the House
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Charles Tonnie Adams

Heard County Elections Supervisor
215 E Court Square

PO Box 427

Franklin, GA 30217

706-675-3907
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From: Tonnie Adams

To: adover@cherokeega.com; cnelson@warecounty.com; cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov; Deidre Holden;
jdoran@morgancountyga.gov; ninarcrawford@gmail.com; ofinney@co.henry.ga.us; Rene.Russo@accgov.com;
schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov; Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com; ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov;
arussell@baconcounty.org; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov; tbraatz@hallcounty.org;
nboren@columbusga.org; guit.judge@ggc-ga.org; tmcfalls; Shauna.Dozier@claytoncountyga.gov;
kirkj@bartowga.org; Travis Doss; Lacey Dunn; ssgerman@chathamcounty.org; Pam.Long@accgov.com

Subject: [EXTERNAL] legislative update
Date: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 10:38:03 AM
Attachments: Leg update 1-30-2024.docx

Bills on the House Rules calendar for a vote today:

HB 976: ballots must have watermark

New bills dropped:

HB 1060 - seeks to repeal SB 202 - this bill is going nowhere

SB 411 - allows parents with children five years of age or under to go to the front of the line
(there is a democrat version of this bill that has already been heard in the Governmental

Affairs Committee)

SB 413 - would restrict sales tax referendums to general elections in even years

Meetings today:
House subcommittee on elections (Governmental Affairs): 1:30 PM

HB 974: scanned ballot database (2nd hearing - expect a committee substitute to resolve
resolution requirements)

HB 975: no QR codes - This bill was not discussed at the last meeting, but expect this bill
to go forward at some point (maybe even today), since the Senate has their own version of
this bill

HB 977: additional audits - carried over from the last meeting. Our main concern with
this bill is being able to conduct additional audits in time for certification deadline

Senate Ethics Committee: 5:00 PM

SB 212:  Probate Judge bill - 3rd meeting this has been discussed - | would not be
surprised if this is passed by the committee
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HB 841	Public Service Commission; members elected from election districts instead of state wide; provide – self explanatory



HB 850	Elections; government transparency and campaign finance; revise a definition – ethics bill that changes the meaning of “public officer” to include an employee of the legislative or executive branch who has a member of the family who is a lobbyist



HB 894	Elections; prohibit bar codes, QR codes, and other machine codes on ballots printed by electronic ballot markers – calls for the text portion of the voter’s choice to constitute the official vote and bans QR codes and bar codes from ballots produced by an electronic ballot marker



HB 948	Elections; prohibit bar codes, QR codes, and other machine codes on ballots printed by electronic ballot markers – identical to HB 894



HB 949	Elections; voting devices shall not utilize any form of wireless network cards or wireless technology; provide – I am not sure how this bill would affect our Poll Pads



HB 974	Secretary of State; establish and maintain a state-wide system for the posting of scanned paper ballots; require – requires that ballot images be available on-line. However, it requires resolution of 1200 dots per inch, which might not be possible with the current equipment



HB 975	Elections; prohibit bar codes, QR codes, and other machine codes on ballots printed by electronic ballot markers – identical to HB 894 and HB 948



HB 976	Elections; ballots used in optical scan voting systems shall use paper with a visible watermark security feature; provide – cost of ballots with this added watermark is a concern



HB 977	Elections; number of contests subject to risk-limiting audits; expand – adds additional races to be audited following a primary or election. Also outlines the procedure used to determine which races are to be audited (draw numbers from a container)



HB 986	Elections; election interference with a deep fake; establish criminal offense – defines “deep fake” as it relates to elections and outlines punishment for creating or producing a deep fake

















HB 998    Elections; prohibit bar codes, QR codes, and other machine codes on ballots printed by electronic ballot markers; provisions



1:    No bar codes or QR codes on ballots

2:    Requires an audit of all BMD's to verify they have not been tampered with. This must be done at least 15 days before an election.

3:    Removes drop boxes from code

4:    Removes a valid out of state ID from the accepted forms of ID for voting (there is an error in this part of the bill, as earlier in the code it mentions an ID from "any other state")

5:    Requires a full audit of all ballots from the selected race in an audit

6:    Changes the date of a runoff to six weeks following the original primary or election



HB 1039	Elections; political committees shall require disclosures on content or postings made by social media personalities that are paid for by such candidate or committee; provide



HB 1060	Elections; revise certain definitions; provisions – Comprehensive bill seeks to repeal SB 202











HR 767	Free and fair elections are foundational to our democratic republic; recognize; commemorate all who died or were injured on January 6th 2021



HR 780	Only citizens of the United States have right to vote in elections in Georgia; clarify – CA – proposes constitutional amendment to clarify that only US citizens may vote



HR 806	State Election Board; call for nomination and election of chairperson – election will be January 25 during the session



HR 837    House Study Committee on Dominion Election Equipment; create



Members would be appointed by the Speaker of the House. There is no mention of how many members from the minority party would be appointed.



HR 869	Secretary of State; keep Donald John Trump off any ballots related to nomination of candidates for election to Office of President; urge



HR 871	General Assembly; members elected in 2026 and thereafter shall serve four-year terms of office; provide - CA





SB 355		Elections and Primaries; use of ranked-choice voting; prohibit – bans ranked choice voting, but exempts UOCAVA ballots for runoffs



SB 358		State Election Board; remove the Secretary of State; authorize the board to investigate – authorizes the SEB to investigate the Secretary of State and removes the SOS as an ex-officio member of the SEB



SB 367		Elections; use of ballot drop boxes; eliminate authorization



SB 368		Government Transparency and Campaign Finance; foreign nationals from contributing to candidates or campaign committees; prohibit



SB 392		Elections; criminal offense of election interference with a deep fake and solicitation; establish



SB 411		Elections; preferential treatment during advance voting to voters accompanied by children five years of age or under; provide



SB 413		Elections; provisions relating to dates for certain special elections related to sales and use taxes; revise – restricts referendums on sales and use taxes to the General Election in even numbered years







SR 443 	State Election Board; appoint Rick Jeffares



SR 454	Right to Register and Vote; clarify (CA) – similar to HR 780 – clarifies that only citizens of the us may vote


Further updates from last week:

Rick Jeffares was confirmed as a member of the State Election Board on Thursday by the
Senate

John Fervier was confirmed as the Chair of the State Election Board by the House and
Senate on Thursday

SB 355 (prohibit ranked choice voting) and SB 358 (Secretary of State and SEB relationship)
were passed by the Senate on Friday and have been assigned to the Governmental Affairs
Committee in the House

Charles Tonnie Adams

Heard County Elections Supervisor
215 E Court Square

PO Box 427

Franklin, GA 30217

706-675-3907

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of the City of Augusta's mail system -- DO NOT
CLICK on links, open attachments or respond to requests for information unless you are
sure the content is safe.]
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From: Tonnie Adams

To: adover@cherokeega.com; cnelson@warecounty.com; cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov; Deidre Holden;
jdoran@morgancountyga.gov; ninarcrawford@gmail.com; ofinney@co.henry.ga.us; Rene.Russo@accgov.com;
schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov; Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com; ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov;
arussell@baconcounty.org; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov; tbraatz@hallcounty.org;
nboren@columbusga.org; guit.judge@qggc-ga.org; tmcfalls; Shauna Dozier, CERA, GAVREO President; Joseph
Kirk (kirkj@bartowga.org); Lacey Dunn; Travis Doss; Sabrina German; Pam Long

Subject: [EXTERNAL] leg update
Date: Wednesday, January 24, 2024 2:31:57 PM
Attachments: leg update 1-24-2024.docx

new bills/resolutions overnight:

HB 998 Elections; prohibit bar codes, QR codes, and other machine codes on
ballots printed by electronic ballot markers; provisions

This bill contains much more than the previous bills with the same title:

1 No bar codes or QR codes on ballots

2. Requires an audit of all BMD's to verify they have not been tampered with. This must
be done at least 15 days before an election.

3:  Removes drop boxes from code

4:  Removes a valid out of state ID from the accepted forms of ID for voting (there is an
error in this part of the bill, as earlier in the code it mentions an ID from "any other state")
5 Requires a full audit of all ballots from the selected race in an audit

6:  Changes the date of a runoff to six weeks following the original primary or election

HR 837 House Study Committee on Dominion Election Equipment; create

Members would be appointed by the Speaker of the House. There is no mention of how
many members from the minority party would be appointed.

| have also attached an update on HB 976, 974, and 977 and SB 355 and 358 after the
hearings yesterday. SB 355 and 358 were passed by the Senate Ethics Committee.

Charles Tonnie Adams

Heard County Elections Supervisor
215 E Court Square

PO Box 427

Franklin, GA 30217

706-675-3907

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of the City of Augusta's mail system -- DO NOT
CLICK on links, open attachments or respond to requests for information unless you are
sure the content is safe.]
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Updates from yesterday’s hearings:



Elections Subcommittee of Governmental Affairs



HB 976	Elections; ballots used in optical scan voting systems shall use paper with a visible watermark security feature; provide



There should be no additional cost to counties for the new watermark. The Secretary of State will have a one-time expense for the equipment to imprint a watermark on the ballot paper. Current inventory in the counties is expected to be used before the new law would take effect.





HB 974	Secretary of State; establish and maintain a state-wide system for the posting of scanned paper ballots; require



The resolution called for in the bill (1200 DPI) is not possible with current equipment. Precinct scanners scan at 200 DPI, and are not capable of greater resolution. The ICC is capable of 600 DPI, but is currently PROGRAMMED for 200 DPI. 



To increase the resolution of the ICC, the software would need to be changed, which would require EAC recertification of the ICC software. During the hearing there was discussion on removing the requirement of certification of that specific software to allow for the change on the ICC’s. Gabe Sterling recommended that the legislature NOT do so.



It was pointed out that greater resolution on the precinct scanners will result in needing to change out memory cards on the scanners due to the larger required memory space for higher resolution images.





HB 977	Elections; number of contests subject to risk-limiting audits; expand



It was mentioned in testimony that requiring more audits may be difficult due to the certification deadline. If we audit the President race, will we have time to audit the additional races required prior to the certification deadline? 





HB 975	Elections; prohibit bar codes, QR codes, and other machine codes on ballots printed by electronic ballot markers – this bill was not discussed on 1/23/2024

















Senate Committee on Ethics



SB 355		Elections and Primaries; use of ranked-choice voting; prohibit



Bill passed by Committee to Rules



SB 358		State Election Board; remove the Secretary of State; authorize the board to investigate



Bill passed as a substitute – I am requesting a copy of the current bill as passed by the committee.


From: Tonnie Adams

To: adover@cherokeega.com; cnelson@warecounty.com; cchannell@glynncounty-ga.gov; Deidre Holden;
jdoran@morgancountyga.gov; ninarcrawford@gmail.com; ofinney@co.henry.ga.us; Rene.Russo@accgov.com;
schastain@gilmercounty-ga.gov; Zachary.Manifold@gwinnettcounty.com; ethan.compton@irwincounty-ga.gov;
arussell@baconcounty.org; Lashandra.little@fultoncountyga.gov; tbraatz@hallcounty.org;
nboren@columbusga.org; guit.judge@ggc-ga.org; tmcfalls; Shauna Dozier, CERA, GAVREO President; Travis
Doss; Sabrina German; Lacey Dunn; Kirk, Joseph; Pam Long

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Legislative update
Date: Tuesday, January 23, 2024 5:19:46 PM
Attachments: Leg update 1-22-2024.docx

legislative update 4-18-2023.docx

Committee:

My apologies for being silent the past few weeks. We are almost finished with L and A, so |
can focus my attention on legislative matters.

Please see attached the bills that have been dropped since January 1.

The Elections Subcommittee in the House and the Ethics Committee in the Senate met
today. | am watching both of these meetings for an update on the day's proceedings.

For now, please comment on the bills on the attachment.

This does not mean that bills introduced last year won't be discussed or passed this year.
See your last update for those bills. If you need that update, it is also attached.

We are also monitoring the budget process to see what monies will be allocated to the
elections division.

Also a BIG THANK YOU to Deidre Holden for organizing GAVREO Day at the Capitol,
which as a reminder is February 7.

More updates later.
Thank you for your service on the committee.

Charles Tonnie Adams

Heard County Elections Supervisor
215 E Court Square

PO Box 427

Franklin, GA 30217

706-675-3907

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of the City of Augusta's mail system -- DO NOT
CLICK on links, open attachments or respond to requests for information unless you are
sure the content is safe.]
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HB 841	Public Service Commission; members elected from election districts instead of state wide; provide – self explanatory



HB 850	Elections; government transparency and campaign finance; revise a definition – ethics bill that changes the meaning of “public officer” to include an employee of the legislative or executive branch who has a member of the family who is a lobbyist



HB 894	Elections; prohibit bar codes, QR codes, and other machine codes on ballots printed by electronic ballot markers – calls for the text portion of the voter’s choice to constitute the official vote and bans QR codes and bar codes from ballots produced by an electronic ballot marker



HB 948	Elections; prohibit bar codes, QR codes, and other machine codes on ballots printed by electronic ballot markers – identical to HB 894



HB 949	Elections; voting devices shall not utilize any form of wireless network cards or wireless technology; provide – I am not sure how this bill would affect our Poll Pads



HB 974	Secretary of State; establish and maintain a state-wide system for the posting of scanned paper ballots; require – requires that ballot images be available on-line. However, it requires resolution of 1200 dots per inch, which might not be possible with the current equipment



HB 975	Elections; prohibit bar codes, QR codes, and other machine codes on ballots printed by electronic ballot markers – identical to HB 894 and HB 948



HB 976	Elections; ballots used in optical scan voting systems shall use paper with a visible watermark security feature; provide – cost of ballots with this added watermark is a concern



HB 977	Elections; number of contests subject to risk-limiting audits; expand – adds additional races to be audited following a primary or election. Also outlines the procedure used to determine which races are to be audited (draw numbers from a container)



HB 986	Elections; election interference with a deep fake; establish criminal offense – defines “deep fake” as it relates to elections and outlines punishment for creating or producing a deep fake



HR 767	Free and fair elections are foundational to our democratic republic; recognize; commemorate all who died or were injured on January 6th 2021



HR 780	Only citizens of the United States have right to vote in elections in Georgia; clarify – CA – proposes constitutional amendment to clarify that only US citizens may vote



HR 806	State Election Board; call for nomination and election of chairperson – election will be January 25 during the session



SB 355		Elections and Primaries; use of ranked-choice voting; prohibit – bans ranked choice voting, but exempts UOCAVA ballots for runoffs



SB 358		State Election Board; remove the Secretary of State; authorize the board to investigate – authorizes the SEB to investigate the Secretary of State and removes the SOS as an ex-officio member of the SEB



SB 367		Elections; use of ballot drop boxes; eliminate authorization



SB 368		Government Transparency and Campaign Finance; foreign nationals from contributing to candidates or campaign committees; prohibit



SR 443 	State Election Board; appoint Rick Jeffares



SR 454	Right to Register and Vote; clarify (CA) – similar to HR 780 – clarifies that only citizens of the us may vote


1: 	Bills that have not been read for the first time in either chamber. These are considered to be in either “Prefiled” status or “in the Hopper”:



HB 2: Primaries and elections; advanced voting; runoffs; provisions (Clark, Jasmine)



HB 10: Elections and primaries; visually disabled to vote electronically; provide (Schofield, Kim)



HB 850: Elections; government transparency and campaign finance; revise a definition (Ridley, Jason)







2: 	Bills that have been read for the first time in either chamber, but have not been heard in a committee hearing (many of these are not likely to be heard during a committee hearing):



HB 72: Local government; compensation and benefits for employees and members of governing authorities; revise provisions (Bazemore, Debra, et al.)



HB 116: Holidays and observances; revise holidays observed in Georgia (Scott, Sandra, et al.) – 



Would make Election Day a State Holiday 



HB 229: Courts; grounds for recall of district attorneys of judicial circuits and solicitors-general of state courts; revise provisions (Gaines, Houston, et al.)


This bill deals with District Attorneys and Solicitors-General. The election related part of this bill introduces criteria for recall petitions for those officers.



HB 330: Elections; manner of filling vacancies in party nominations; revise (Mainor, Mesha, 

et al.)



HB 394: Elections; conduct advance voting on Saturday and Sunday immediately prior to day of a primary, election, or runoff; provide (Carter, Doreen, et al.)



HB 561: Elections; superintendent may permit any elector of the county to vote in any precinct of the county which such elector chooses; provide (Carter, Doreen, et al.)



HB 595: Elections; manner of holding certain primaries and elections; revise (DeLoach, Buddy)



An interesting bill that proposes having a General Primary with ALL candidates (Rep., Dem., Ind., etc.) on the same ballot. If someone receives 50% of the ballot, the candidate is the winner, and is listed unopposed on the General Election ballot. Otherwise, the two candidates receiving the most votes are placed on the General Election ballot.



HB 670: Georgia Voter Participation Act; enact (Bruce, Roger, et al.)



HB 674: Elections; nonpartisan elections of certain governing authorities; provisions (Stephens, Ron, et al.)



Would allow for the Non-Partisan election of all county offices by local law passed by the General Assembly.



HB 813: Municipalities; incorporation; additional preconditions and procedures; provide (Anderson, Victor)



Proposes a new procedure for proposing new cities. As far as the topic of elections is concerned, outlines the petition and referendum processes by which new cities are proposed and approved.



HB 826: Elections; preferential treatment during advance voting to voters 65 years of age or older, pregnant, accompanied by children 5 years or under or with special needs regardless of age; provide (Martinez, Reynaldo, et al.)



This bill expands on the idea proposed by HB 559 to allow voters who are pregnant, who are accompanied by a child under the age of five, or who are accompanied by a child with “special needs” regardless of age to go to the front of the line during advance voting or between 9:30 AM and 4:30 PM on Election Day.



HB 841: Public Service Commission; members elected from election districts instead of state wide; provide (Beverly, James, et al.)



Proposes that PSC members be elected from districts that are voted on by ONLY the voters from that particular district. In other words, no longer would the entire state vote for each PSC member. The bill also proposes which counties will compose each district.



The final word on how PSC races will be handled has not been released. It is possible that this bill will receive more scrutiny if a court decision mandates a change in how the PSC members are elected.



HR 18: General Assembly; redistricting of state congressional and State House and Senate districts by an independent commission; provide – CA (Au, Michelle, et al.)



HR 42: General Assembly; local school superintendents be elected by voters; provide – CA (Scoggins, Mitchell, et al.)



HR 212: General Assembly; members elected in 2026 and thereafter shall serve four-year terms of office; provide – CA (Moore, Angela)



HR 257: Congress; call a convention to set term limits on members elected to the House of Representatives; request (Hilton, Scott, et al.)

HR 411: Legislative and congressional reapportionment; done by independent, bipartisan commission; provide – CA (Bruce, Roger, et al.)



SB 53: Primaries and Elections; permanent absentee voter list; provide (Parent, Elena, et al.)



SB 54: Elections and Primaries; qualifications of poll officers; revise (Parent, Elena, et al.)



Would allow poll workers to work in any county in the State of Georgia, as long as they are citizens of the state. Takes away the requirements that they must work in a bordering county, and the county they are from must sign a waiver for them to work in another county.



I like this idea. However, it has little chance of moving forward unless you let the Ethics Committee know your opinion.



SB 79: Holidays and Observances; the holidays observed in Georgia; revise (Anderson, Tonya, et al.)		Same as HB 116 – would make Election Day a holiday



SB 87: General Assembly; procedures for redistricting of the General Assembly and congressional districts in this state; provide (Parent, Elena, et al.)



SB 89: Ethics in Government; child care and other caregiving services associated with a candidate's campaign constitute ordinary and necessary expenses of a campaign; provide (Merritt, Nikki, et al.)



SB 179: Electors; restrictions of voting rights for judicially incompetent persons; provide (McLaurin, Josh, et al.)



SB 276: Campaign Contributions; leadership committees; abolish (Esteves, Jason, et al.)



SB 321: Elections and Primaries; challenging the qualifications of a person applying to register to vote or any person whose name appears on the list of electors; provide (Harrell, Sally)



Proposes a procedure for acceptance or denial of voter challenges.



SR 89: Legislative and Congressional Reapportionment; independent nonpartisan commission instead of the General Assembly; provide – CA (Parent, Elena, et al.)



SR 148: Right to Register and Vote; conviction of a felony involving moral turpitude; remove as an exception -CA (McLaurin, Josh, et al.)



SR 221: Joint Study Committee on Run-off Elections; create (Burns, Max, et al.)



I am surprised this did not, at least, have a hearing in the Ethics Committee. I hope that if and when this study committee is formed, election officials will have input.



3: 	Bills that have had a hearing in committee, but have not been approved by that committee:



HB 200: Elections; municipalities to adopt and use instant runoff voting for their elections; provide for the option (Gullett, Joseph, et al.)



Would allow municipalities to elect officials by instant runoff voting (AKA ranked choice voting)



HB 419: Elections; election by plurality of votes instead of majority; provide (Draper, Saira, 

et al.)



For General Elections ONLY, would allow the candidate with the most votes to be the winner, as long as the candidate receives 45% of the votes cast. Runoffs would still be required in Primaries, Special Primaries, and Special Elections.



This is the best idea I have seen to keep runoffs, which I believe have their place, when they are necessary, but all but eliminates the General Election Runoff unless no one earns 45% of the vote.



Endorsed by the Executive Board of GAVREO. We have sent a letter of endorsement to the Governmental Affairs Committee.



HB 636: State Election Board; distinct budget unit and an independent state agency; provide (Crowe, Clint)



Not given a formal hearing as a stand-alone bill. It was added to SB 222 after that bill was passed by the Senate and heard as a part of that bill in committee. Passed by both houses as a part of SB 222.



HR 110: House Study Committee on Election Integrity; create (Alexander, Kimberly, et al.)



Would create the House Study Committee on Election Integrity



Heard in subcommittee – no further action



HR 229: Governor; filling of vacancies of certain public offices; revise a provision – CA (Draper, Saira)



This resolution proposes an amendment to the Constitution that would be needed as clean up language if HB 419 is passed.







SB 101: Elections and Primaries; application for an absentee ballot in a primary or election shall also be an automatic application for an absentee ballot in a runoff resulting from such primary or election; provide (Halpern, Sonya, et al.)



This bill would make a request for an absentee ballot for a primary, general election, or special election be an automatic request for an absentee ballot for the ensuing runoff, regardless of age or disability status. There is no provision for opting out of the runoff absentee ballot. 



It was pointed out during the hearing that not allowing an opt-out provision might result in voters receiving ballots they do not need. I think this bill has some merit, if they allow ANYONE to opt-in to receiving a ballot the same way UOCAVA, elderly, and disabled voters currently do.



SB 122: Primaries and Elections; qualifications of members of performance review boards; provide (Kirkpatrick, Kay, et al.)



One part of this bill was incorporated in the final version of SB 129 (concerning the change in performance review boards). This bill is similar to HB 426 in that it seeks to take away the requirement that election records in the custody of the Clerk of Court be sealed. It differed from that bill with some of the chain of custody provisions and a requirement that ballots be scanned at a resolution of 300 pixels per inch (which our precinct scanners are not capable of).



SB 189: Elections; text portions of ballots shall be counted for vote tabulation and recounts purposes; provide (Burns, Max, et al.)



Only the text of the names and choices on a printed ballot may be considered the official vote, NOT a printed machine code on the ballot.



SB 212: Probate Court Judges; relating to elections; end activities and duties (Burns, Max, et al.)



No longer would probate judges be allowed to be the election superintendent for the county. Outlines the procedure for the transition to a combined board of elections and registration.



Most of our probate judges would like to get out of elections. This bill would do just that. However, I have been told that not all probate judges are in agreement, which might leave this idea on the cutting room floor.













SB 226: Primaries and Elections; unique bar codes and alphanumeric accountability numbers on individual absentee ballots; require (Harbin, Marty, et al.)



Would require each absentee by mail ballot to have printed a unique bar code identifier. This bar code would match an identical bar code printed on an orange envelope. Voters would be mailed three envelopes to return their ballot: the yellow oath envelope, the white envelope with “Official Absentee Ballot” printed thereon, and the orange envelope with the bar code. The voter would place the ballot in the orange envelope, then place that in the white envelope, then place both into the oath envelope.



SB 229: Elections and Primaries; any person employed or retained by a county election superintendent must be a citizen of the United States; provide (Beach, Brandon)



Language from this bill was incorporated into SB 221, which was not passed by the full Senate.





4:	Bills that have been passed by the committee responsible for hearing the bill in the respective chamber. These bills were placed on what is called the “General Calendar” but were not sent to the floor of either chamber for a vote. Any of these bills could still be sent to the floor for a vote during the second part of the session in 2024:



HB 17: Elections; sealing of ballots in secure containers; provide (Powell, Alan, et al.)



Requires that drop boxes be locked when not available for use.



Also enhances the chain of custody of ballots throughout the election process. Missing from this bill is the requirement to keep blank ballot paper secure and accounted for that was such a point of contention last year.



Also included is language proposed by Rep. Draper that was added just prior to Do Pass during the committee hearing.



Has passed the Governmental Affairs Committee and is awaiting approval from the Rules Committee to be sent to the floor for a vote. The Rules Committee sent this bill back to the Governmental Affairs Committee (Recommitted) for revision, but the committee sent it back unchanged.



HB 48: Elections; district attorneys and solicitors-general of state courts be elected in nonpartisan elections; provide (Petrea, Jesse, et al.)  



Passed Subcommittee with changes that require local legislation to elect DA’s in Non-Partisan elections – has passed full Governmental Affairs Committee and moved to the Rules Committee for possible floor vote



HB 424: Courts; office of sheriff; revise qualification requirements (Vance, Ken, et al.)



Similar to SB 37, which has passed the Senate. There are some differences, especially now that the Public Safety and Homeland Security Committee attached another bill to SB 37.



HB 426: Elections; retention and preservation of ballots and other election documents; revise provisions (Blackmon, Shaw, et al.)



Contains similar language as SB 122 concerning the sealing of election records in the Clerk of Court’s Office. No longer would election records (including the actual ballots) be under court ordered seal.



The key difference is this bill has passed committee and is awaiting a vote on the House floor.



HB 559: Elections; preferential treatment during advance voting to voters accompanied by children five years of age or under; provide (Draper, Saira, et al.)



Passed Governmental Affairs Committee. While in committee there was a change in code to allow those age 70 and over to go to the front of the line, along with parents with children under 5 years of age. 



SB 124: County Governing Authorities; authority of county governing authorities to reapportion or redistrict their election districts; restate constitutional limitations (Setzler, Ed, et al.)



Reasserts that any change in election districts for a county must be done through local legislation passed by the General Assembly. This does not apply to consolidated city-county governments whose ability to draw their districts is expressly granted in their enabling legislation.



SB 221: Primaries and Elections; the language that must be used on absentee ballot applications distributed by persons or entities; revise (Burns, Max, et al.)



This bill became this year's omnibus bill that contained various changes to existing code. The most dramatic change came about near the close of the committee hearing, when a Senator proposed eliminating drop boxes from the code. His amendment was passed, and it was incorporated into the bill. Originally, the bill proposed enhanced surveillance of drop boxes, but after discussion the Senator proposed his amendment that would make the surveillance rule moot.



Parts of this bill were incorporated into the final version of SB 129, which was passed by both chambers.



It included language from this year’s SB 229 and SB 122.



5:	Bills that have been passed by either the House or Senate and are waiting for further action by the other body:



HB 166: Courts; provide for qualification of constables (Mathiak, Karen, et al.) – 



Establishes criteria for being qualified to be appointed as a constable. As the code currently reads, constables qualify under the same rules as the Magistrate Judge. Among the requirements proposed in the bill is being a registered voter.  



This bill has passed the House and has been passed by the Judiciary Committee in the Senate. It is likely that this bill will come up for a vote in the Senate during the second half of the General Session.



SB 37: Sheriffs; qualification requirements for the office of sheriff; revise – (Robertson, Randy, et al.)



Changes criteria for eligibility to qualify for the office of Sheriff. Under this bill, anyone wishing to qualify for an election for Sheriff would have to be a certified peace officer and in good standing with P.O.S.T. Council. This would be a change, since candidates currently are not required to be certified at the time of qualifying, and can attain certification after being elected, as long as they do so within six months of being elected.



This bill has passed the Senate. There is another version in the House. The Public Safety and Homeland Security Committee in the House has attached an additional bill to this one, and it is waiting for a floor vote.



SB 138: Office of Sheriff; procedure for filling vacancies; revise (Williams, Rick, et al.)



If more than six months remains of the sheriff’s term, a special election is held. That is current code. The change here is that the chief deputy sheriff becomes the sheriff, or, if there is no chief deputy, the Chief Superior Court Judge appoints a temporary sheriff who satisfies the qualifications of sheriff. This bill also overrules any local law that outlines vacancies in the office of sheriff.



As far as elections, this changes nothing. A vacancy that will last at least six months requires a special election.



Passed by the Senate. It has had a hearing in the Public Safety and Homeland Security Committee in the House. No further action has been taken on this bill.















6:	Bills that have been passed by both chambers and are waiting for Governor Kemp’s signature:



HB 254: Civil practices; alternative procedure for designation of official legal organ; provide (Jenkins, David, et al.)



Makes changes to the procedure of designation of the Legal Organ; also changes how notices that are timely submitted to a newspaper, but not timely printed in the newspaper are handled, if the notice was timely posted to the newspaper website. This could affect how we post legal notices concerning elections.



HB 475: Code Revision Commission; revise, modernize and correct errors in omissions (Smith, Tyler Paul, et al.)



This is the annual Code clean up bill. It contains several revisions of the Elections Code that fix punctuation errors and clean up minor grammatical errors.



HB 572: Elections; rename Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission as the State Ethics Commission (Reeves, Matt, et al.)



Makes a change in the name of the GGTCFC. As far as election administration is concerned, please read section 4 of the bill. Proposes penalties for records keepers who fail to transmit ethics documents.



SB 129: Primaries and Elections; time off for employees to advance vote; provide (Williams, Rick, et al.)



This bill originally dealt with extending the ability to take off from work to those who wish to vote early. After passage in the Senate, the House attached clean-up language that had been included in several other bills that was requested by the Secretary of State. This version is the one passed by both chambers. The following changes were in the final bill: 



Clarifies who can serve on a performance review board

Changes language on third-party absentee ballot applications

Allows for workers to take time off for early voting

Changes the deadline for election day ballot data from 10:00 PM to 11:59 PM

Adds required audits to all statewide and federal elections and runoffs



SB 222: Primaries and Elections; all costs and expenses relating to election administration are paid for with lawfully appropriate public funds; provide (Burns, Max, et al.)



Any third party grants must be submitted to the Secretary of State and/or the State Election Board for distribution to the counties. Local election officials are not allowed to accept any grants or gifts in excess of $500.00. Allowance of use of facilities for poll locations are exempt. The final version of this bill incorporates HB 636 dealing with the State Election Board as a separate entity from the Secretary of State.
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