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RE: PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST, Reference # D008190-113022

Dear Aus2n Evers,

On November 30, 2022, Dallas County received your request for informa2on seeking:

“Re: Public Informa2on Request

Dear Public Informa2on Officer:

Pursuant to the Texas Public Informa2on Act, as codified at Tex. Code ch. 552, American Oversight makes the
following request for public records.

On August 17, 2022, A_orney General Ken Paxton issued an opinion enabling broad third-party access to
anonymous voted ballots almost immediately aber coun2ng. Public repor2ng has indicated that just days before
issuing that opinion, the Office of the A_orney General had been providing contradictory guidance to coun2es.
American Oversight seeks records related to the third par2es seeking access to anonymous voted ballots.

Requested Records

American Oversight requests that the Dallas County Elec2ons Department promptly produce the following:

1. A complete copy (including any a_achments) of any request to inspect voted ballots made by a member of the
public.

2. Records sufficient to iden2fy whether the requests responsive to item #1, above, were granted or denied.



Please note that American Oversight does not seek, and that this request specifically excludes, any voted ballot
images or informa2on that otherwise reflects selec2ons made on individual ballots.

Please provide all responsive records from August 17, 2022, through the date the search is conducted.

American Oversight seeks all responsive records regardless of format, medium, or physical characteris2cs. In
conduc2ng your search, please understand the term “record” in its broadest sense, to include any wri_en,
typed, recorded, graphic, printed, or audio material of any kind. We seek records of any kind, including electronic
records, audiotapes, videotapes, and photographs, as well as le_ers, emails, facsimiles, telephone messages,
voice mail messages and transcripts, notes, or minutes of any mee2ngs, telephone conversa2ons or discussions.
Our request includes any a_achments to these records. No category of material should be omi_ed from search,
collec2on, and produc2on.

In addi2on, American Oversight insists that your office use the most up-to-date technologies to search for
responsive informa2on and take steps to ensure that the most complete repositories of informa2on are
searched. American Oversight is available to work with you to crab appropriate search terms. However,
custodian searches are s2ll required; governmental authori2es may not have direct access to files stored in .PST
files, outside of network drives, in paper format, or in personal email accounts.

Please search all records regarding official business. You may not exclude searches of files or emails in the
personal custody of your officials, such as personal email accounts. Emails conduc2ng government business sent
or received on the personal account of a governmental authority’s officer or employee cons2tutes a record for
purposes of the Texas Public Informa2on Act.

In the event some por2ons of the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose any
reasonably segregable non-exempt por2ons of the requested records. If it is your posi2on that a document
contains non-exempt segments, but that those non-exempt segments are so dispersed throughout the
document as to make segrega2on impossible, please state what por2on of the document is non-exempt, and
how the material is dispersed throughout the document. If a request is denied in whole, please state specifically
that it is not reasonable to segregate por2ons of the record for release.

Please take appropriate steps to ensure that records responsive to this request are not deleted by your office
before the comple2on of processing for this request. If records poten2ally responsive to this request are likely to
be located on systems where they are subject to poten2al dele2on, including on a scheduled basis, please take
steps to prevent that dele2on, including, as appropriate, by ins2tu2ng a li2ga2on hold on those records.

To ensure that this request is properly construed, that searches are conducted in an adequate but efficient
manner, and that extraneous costs are not incurred, American Oversight welcomes an opportunity to discuss its
request with you before you undertake your search or incur search or duplica2on costs. By working together at
the outset, American Oversight and your office can decrease the likelihood of costly and 2me-consuming
li2ga2on in the future.

Where possible, please provide responsive material in electronic format by email or in PDF or TIF format on a
USB drive. Please send any responsive material being sent by mail to American Oversight, 1030 15th Street NW,



Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005. If it will accelerate release of responsive records to American Oversight,
please also provide responsive material on a rolling basis.

Fee Waiver Request

In accordance with Tex. Code § 552.267(a), American Oversight requests a waiver of fees associated with
processing this request for records, because such a waiver “is in the public interest because providing the copy of
the informa2on primarily benefits the general public.” The requested records are directly related to the work of
county officials, with the poten2al to shed light on the ability of members of the public to review voted ballots.
This ma_er is a subject of substan2al public interest in Texas. Accordingly, release of records that may help the
public understand the opera2ons and ac2vi2es of state and county officials is in the public interest.

Release of the requested records will primarily benefit the public. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, American Oversight
does not have a commercial purpose and the release of the requested records is not in American Oversight’s
financial interest, but is rather in the public interest. American Oversight is commi_ed to transparency and
makes the responses governmental authori2es provide to public records requests publicly available. As noted,
the subject of this request is a ma_er of public interest, and the public would benefit from an enhanced
understanding of the government’s ac2vi2es through American Oversight’s analysis and publica2on of these
records. American Oversight’s mission is to promote transparency in government, to educate the public about
government ac2vi2es, and to ensure the accountability of government officials. American Oversight uses the
informa2on gathered, and its analysis of it, to educate the public through reports, press releases, or other
media. American Oversight also makes materials it gathers available on its public website and promotes their
availability on social media plaoorms, such as Facebook and Twi_er.

American Oversight has also demonstrated its commitment to the public disclosure of documents and crea2on
of editorial content through numerous substan2ve analyses posted to its website. Examples reflec2ng this
commitment to the public disclosure of documents and the crea2on of editorial content include the pos2ng of
records related to the organiza2on’s inves2ga2ons into misconduct and corrup2on in state governments; the
pos2ng of records related to the Trump Administra2on’s contacts with Ukraine and analyses of those contacts;
pos2ng records and editorial content about the federal government’s response to the Coronavirus pandemic;
pos2ng records received as part of American Oversight’s “Audit the Wall” project to gather and analyze
informa2on related to the administra2on’s proposed construc2on of a barrier along the U.S.-Mexico border, and
analyses of what those records reveal; the pos2ng of records related to an ethics waiver received by a senior
Department of Jus2ce a_orney and an analysis of what those records demonstrated regarding the Department’s
process for issuing such waivers; and pos2ng records and analysis of federal officials’ use of taxpayer dollars to
charter private aircrab or use government planes for unofficial business.

Accordingly, American Oversight qualifies for a fee waiver. If your office denies our request for a fee waiver,
please no2fy American Oversight of any an2cipated fees or costs in excess of $40 prior to incurring such costs or
fees.

Conclusion

We share a common mission to promote transparency in government. American Oversight looks forward to



working with your county on this request. If you do not understand any part of this request, have any ques2ons,
or foresee any problems in fully releasing the requested records, please contact Emma Lewis at
records@americanoversight.org or (202) 919-6303. Also, if American Oversight’s request for a fee waiver is not
granted in full, please contact us immediately upon making such a determina2on.”

Your request has been forwarded to the Civil Division of the Dallas County District A_orney’s Office for
processing pursuant to the Texas Public Informa2on Act (“TPIA”).

The Dallas County Elec2ons Department (“Elec2ons Department”) was consulted regarding your request. The
Elec2ons Department made a good faith effort to relate your request to informa2on collected, assembled, and
maintained by Dallas County and performed a diligent search for the records you seek. No documents that are
responsive to your request were iden2fied or located. 

With this response—that no responsive document were found—our office will consider your request a closed
ma_er.

Thank you,

Yaressy Pritche_
Paralegal
Dallas County District A_orney's Office - Civil Division, PIA Sec2on

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Dallas County Public Records Center
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