Tuesday, August 15, 2023 at 12:02:12 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: Fwd: MT-AG-22-0538

Date: Monday, August 14, 2023 at 6:22:05 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rachel Baron
To: AO Records

Attachments: image001.jpg, RESPONSE-MT-AG-22-0538.pdf

Get Outlook for i0S

From: Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 14, 2023 5:19:42 PM

To: Rachel Baron <rachel.baron@americanoversight.org>
Subject: MT-AG-22-0538

EXTERNAL SENDER

Good afternoon,

Please see the attached file for documents responsive to your request labeled “MT-AG-22-0538.”
MT-AG-22-0538

Kyler Nerison

Communications Director

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice

406-444-2031
Kyler.nerison@mt.gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email contains information from the Montana Attorney General's Office which may be confidential and/or
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please do not disclose, copy, distribute or use the contents of this information. Please notify me by
return email and delete the information you received in error immediately. Thank you.
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Subject: Fwd: MT-AG-22-0538

Date: Monday, August 14, 2023 at 6:22:05 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From: Rachel Baron
To: AO Records

Attachments: image001.jpg, RESPONSE-MT-AG-22-0538.pdf

Get Outlook for i0S

From: Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 14, 2023 5:19:42 PM

To: Rachel Baron <rachel.baron@americanoversight.org>
Subject: MT-AG-22-0538

EXTERNAL SENDER

Good afternoon,

Please see the attached file for documents responsive to your request labeled “MT-AG-22-0538.”
MT-AG-22-0538

Kyler Nerison

Communications Director

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice

406-444-2031
Kyler.nerison@mt.gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email contains information from the Montana Attorney General's Office which may be confidential and/or
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please do not disclose, copy, distribute or use the contents of this information. Please notify me by
return email and delete the information you received in error immediately. Thank you.
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Nerison, l(xler —————————————

From: Knudsen, Austin

Sent; Friday, October 28, 2022 4:45 PFM

To! Theresa Manzella; Brad Tschida

Cc: Bab Phalen; jerry schillinger; Paul Figlder; Steven Galloway; Steve.gunderson@mileg.gov
Subject: Mantana voting concerns, request for information

Attachments: 102822 Ltr to legislators re Konnech.pdf

Senator and Representatives,
Pleass find attached a response letter to your letters dated October 13 and October 21, 2022,

Austin Knudsen
Montana Attorney General

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email comains informatian frem the Montana Attermey General's Office which is confidential and/or privileged, |f you are not the
intended recipient, please do not disclose, copy, distribute or use the contents of lhis infonmation, Please actify me by refuny email and delete the information you
received in error immediately. Thank you.
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Nerison, I(xler o —— —————————

From: Knudsen, Austin

Sent: Friday, October 28, 2022 4:45 PM

To: Theresa Manzella; Brad Tschida

Cc: Bob Phalen; jerry schillinger; Paul Fielder; Steven Galloway; Steve. gunderson@mtleq.gav
Subject: Montana voting concerns, request for information

Attachments: 102822 L1r to legislators re Konnech.pdf

Senator and Representatives,
Please find attached a response letter to your letters dated October 13 and October 21, 2022,

Austin Knudsen
Montana Attorney General

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This ematl containg Information frorm the Montana Altorney General's Office which is confidential and/for privileged. if you are nol the
intended recipient, please da not disclosa, copy, distribute ar use the contents of this information. Please notify me by return emait and delete the information you
received in error Immediataly. Thank you.

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000002



Nerison, leer

From: Knudsen, Austin

Sent: Monday, October 17, 2022 1044 AM

To: Theresa Manzella

Cc: Brad Tschida; jerry schillinger; Steve Gunderson; Steven Galloway; Bob Phalen; Paul
Fielder

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Konnech in Montana, Letter and slide show of evidence

Senator,

Thank yau for your letter and attachment. This is certainly concerning information. | and my staff are reviewing what
you provided, and assessing what tools the Department of Justice has at its dispaosal in this regard,

Austin Knudsen
Montana Attorney General

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email contains information frorm the Montana Attorney General's Office which is
confidential and/or privileged. If yvou are not the intended recipient, please do not disclose, copy, distribute or use the
contents of this information. Please notify me by return email and delete the information you received in error
immediately. Thank you.

From: Theresa Manzella <theresa.manzella@mtleg.gov>

Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2022 3:50 FM

To: Knudsen, Austin <Austin.Knudsen@mt.gov:

Cc: Brad Tschida <Brad. Tschida@mtleg.gove; jerty schillinger <jerry.schillinger@mtleg.gov»; Steve Gunderson
<rep.steve.gunderson@mt.govs; Steven Galloway <steven.galloway@mtleg.gov>; Bob Phalen
<Bob.phalen@mtleg.gov:; Paul Fielder <pcfialder@blackfoot.net>; theresa manzella <theresa.manzella@mtleg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Konnech in Montana, Letter and slide show of evidence

Legislators are publicly elected officials. Legisiator emails sent or received involving legislative business may be subject
to the Right to Know provisions of the Montana Constitution and may be considered a "public record" pursuant to
Montana taw. As such, emall, sent or received, its sender and receiver, and the email contents, may be subject to public
disclosure, except as otherwise provided by Montana law,

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000003



Nerison, I(xler

From:; Knudsen, Austin

Sent: Monday, October 17, 2022 10:44 AM

To: Theresa Manzella

Co: Brad Tschida; jerry schillinger; Steve Gunderson; Steven Galloway; Bob Phalen; Paul
Fielder

Subject: RE: {EXTERNAL} Konnech in Montana, Letter and slide show of evidence

Senator,

Thank you for your letter and attachment. This is certainly concerning information. ) and my staff are reviewing what
you provided, and assessing what tools the Department of Justice has at its disposal in this regard.

Austin Knudsen
Montana Attorney General

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email contains information from the Montana Attorney General's Office which is
confidential and/or privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please do not disclose, copy, distribute or use the
contents of this information. Please notify me by return email and delete the information you received in error
immediately. Thank you.

-——(viginal Message-----

From: Theresa Manzella <theresa.manzella@mtleg.gov>

Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2022 3:50 PM

To: Knudsen, Austin <Austin.Knudsen@mt.govs

Cc: Brad Tschida <Brad, Tschida@mtleg.gov=; jerry schillinger <jerry schillinger@mtleg.gov=; Steve Gunderson
<rep.steve.gunderson@mt.gov>; Steven Galioway <steven.galloway@mtleg.gov>; Bob Phalen
<Bob.phaten@mtleg.gov>; Paul Fielder <pcfielder@blackfoot.net>; theresa manzella <theresa.manzella@mtleg.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Konnech in Montana, Letter and slide show of evidence

Legislators are publicly elected officials, Legislator emails sent or received involving legislative business may be subject
to the Right to Know provisions of the Montana Constitution and may be considered a "public record" pursuant to
Montana law. As such, email, sent or received, its sender and receiver, and the email contents, may be subject to public
disclosure, except as otherwise provided by Montana law.

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000004



Nerison, leer

From: Theresa Manzella <theresa.manzella@mtleg.gov>

Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2022 3:.50 PM

To: Knudsen, Austin

Ce: Brad Tschida; jerry schillinger; Steve Gunderson; Steven Galloway, 8ob Phalen; Paul
Fielder; theresa manzella

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Konnech in Montana, Letter and slide show of evidence

Attachments: Montana Konnech.pdf, 101322 LTR to AGKonnech.docx

Legislators are publicly elected officials. Legislator emails sent or received involving tegislative business may be subject
to the Right to Know provisions of the Montana Constitution and may be considered 3 "public record™ pursuant to
Montana law. As such, email, sent or received, its sender and receiver, and the email contents, may be subject to public
disclosure, except as otherwise provided by Montana law,

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000005



Nerison, leer ———————

From: Theresa Manzella <theresa.manzella@mtleg.gov>

Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2022 3:50 PM

To: Knudsen, Austin

Cc: Brad Tschida; jerry schiflinger; Steve Gunderson; Steven Galloway; Bob Phalen; Paul
Fielder; theresa manzella

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Konnech in Montana, Letter and slide show of evidence

Attachments: Montana Konnech.pdf; 101322 LTR to AGKonnech.docx

Legislators are publicly elected officials. Legislator emails sent or received involving legislative business may be subject
to the Right to Know provisions of the Montana Constitution and may be considered a "public record" pursuant to
Montana law. As such, email, sent or received, its sender and receiver, and the email contents, may be subject to public
disclosure, except as otherwise provided by Montana law.

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000006



Nerison, leer

From: Ortley, David

Sent: Thursday, October 6, 2022 1:16 PM

To: amastrovito@rebekahslegacy.com

Ce: Quentin Rhoades; Spinder, Travis; Lockerby, Bryan; Schultz, Laura; Mougeot, Keliy
Subject: Request for Criminal Justice Information

Mrs. Masstrovito:

Before addressing your October éih email, | want to express my sincere sympathy on
Rebekah's death, the loss of your daughter, and the anguish you have endured.

As you may be aware, | became involved in this matier when there were probate and
guardianship proceedings earlier this year. | spoke with, and corresponded with, atforneys
handling those matters. | have monitored the case since then to ensure that the
Depariment of Justice stays within its statutory authority and obligations. | have consulted
with the Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI}, the Forensic Science Division FSD), and the
Prosecution Bureau Services Bureau. The Department of Justice does not have the statutory
authority to inject itself into a pending local investigation without a specific request from the
investigating agency. DCI has never been requested to investigate the circumstances of this
case, and there is not a pending Department of Justice Investigation. The role of the
Department of Justice has been to conduct an autopsy and toxicology analysis af the
request of the Mineral County Coroner.  Further, we took steps to ensure a second autopsy
could be conducted at the lab and accommodated the independent Doctor conducting
the examingtion.

Consistent with the Criminal Justice information Act, FSD will produce those records it
generated, or are in possession of, so long as they are not d part of a pending criminal
investigation, classified as criminal intelligence, or are such that an individual right to privacy
outweighs the right fo receive the material.

Because you now indicate that Mr, Rhodes is your lawyer, for more than the legal issues
previously discussed, the Department of Justice is obligated to correspond directly with him
as required by the rules of Professionat Conduct, 1 will personally reach out to him, discuss
vour request, and reply as promptly as possible. Please direct any further request for
information through your attorney's office.

Sincerely,
pawé{/f% &ﬁ{%‘y

Deputy Attorney General
Montana Dept. of Justice
215 North Sanders

P.O. Box 201401

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000007



Helena, MT 59620-1401
Phone: (406) 444-2078
david.ortley@mt.gov
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Nerison, leer

From: Ortley, David

Sent: Thursday, October 6, 2022 1:16 PM

To: amastrovito@rebekahslegacy.com

Cc: Quentin Rhoades; Spinder, Travis; Lockerby, Bryan; Schultz, Laura; Mougeot, Kefly
Subject: Request for Criminal Justice Infarmation

Mrs. Mastrovito:

Before addressing your October éth email, | want to express my sincere sympathy on
Rebekah's death, the loss of your daughter, and the anguish you have endured.

As you may be aware, | became involved in this matter when there were probate and
guardianship proceedings earlier this year. | spoke with, and corresponded with, attorneys
handling those matiters. | have monitored the case since then to ensure that the
Department of Justice stays within its statutory authority and obligations. | have consulted
with the Division of Criminal Investigafion {DCI}, the Forensic Science Division FSD), and the
Prosecution Bureau Services Bureau. The Department of Justice does not have the statutory
authority to inject itself into a pending local investigation without a specific request from the
investigoting agency. DCI has never been requested to investigate the circumstances of this
case, and there is not a pending Department of Justice Investigation. The role of the
Department of Justice has been to conduct an autopsy and toxicology analysis at the
request of the Mineral County Coroner.  Further, we took steps to ensure a second autopsy
could be conducted at the lab and accommodated the independent Doctor conducting
the examination.

Consistent with the Criminal Justice information Act, FSD will produce those records it
generated, or are in possession of, so long as they are not a part of a pending criminal
investigation, classified as criminal intelligence, or are such that an individual right to privacy
outweighs the right fo receive the material.

Because you now indicate that Mr. Rhodes is your lawyer, for more than the legal issues
praviously discussed, the Department of Justice is obligated to correspond directly with him
as required by the rules of Professional Conduct. | will personally reach out to him, discuss
your request, and reply as promptly as possible. Please direct any further request for
information through your attorney’s office.

Sincerely,
Dawid ﬁﬁffgy

Deputy Attorney General
Montana Dept. of Justice
215 North Sanders

P.O. Box 201401

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000009



Helena, MT 59620-1401
Phone: (406) 444-2078
david.ortley@mt.gov
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Nerison, Kyler

From: Jjohnrlott crimeresearch.org <johnrlott@crimeresearch.org»

Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2022 1:17 PM

To: Mougeot, Kelly

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Follow up on the Montana Sports Sheoting Association banguet on
May 14th

Great, thank you.

John R. Lott, Ir, Fh.D.
Prasident
Crime Prevention Research Center

hitp//crimeresearch,org [crimeresearch.eral

‘iohnrlottﬁcrimeresearch.org

Crime Prevention

o

Research Center

CEHMEresaarer.ory

On Wednesday, May11, 2022, at Wednesday, May 11, 1:06 PM, Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.govz>
wrote:

Yes, he will do that,
Get Outlool for i0S [akaans]

From: johnrlotf crimeresearch.org [crimeresearch.org] <johnriott@crimeresearch.org>
Sent: Wednasday, May 11, 2022 12:11:42 PM

To: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov>
Subject: (EXTERNAL] Re: Follow up on the Montana Sports Shaoting Association banguet on May 14th

Dear Kelly:

Given that this event is to honor the worlk that Gary Marbut has been doing for the last 40! years, we have baen planning to
present him with a plaque to thank him at the end of the evening, Since the AG will be the last speaker, | wanted to ask you
if he would be willing to be the one to call Gary up on stage and give him the plaque at the end of his talk?

Thank you.
John

John R Lott, |r, Ph.D.
President
Crime Prevention Research Center

iﬁiiﬁrliﬁﬁcrimiresearch.m‘g

Sent from my iFhone

1
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On May 4, 2022, at 2:30 PM, Mougeot, Kelly <KMougect@mt.goy> wrote:

Hey John,

I just want to confirm, the AG will do Arron Flint show Thursday 5/12 at ©: 25 am,
correct?

Kelly Mougeot

Executive Assistant

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice
<image001.jpg>

CONFIDENTIALITY NQTICE: This email containg information from the Montana Attarnmey General's Office which is
canfidenttal andfor privileged,  you are not the intended racipient, please to nol diselosa, capy, distribute or use the

contents of this infarmation, Please notify me by return emait and delete the information you received in error
immediately. Thank your,

From: johnrlott crimeresearch.org [crimeresearch,org] <johnrlott@crimeresearch.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 5:04 PM

To: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Follow up on the Montana Sports Shooting Association
banquet on May 14th

| know that the AG has been on Aaron’s shaw many times, and if they already have the
telephone number for them to call, | will just tell them that and you won’t have to give
me the number.

Thank you,
John

lohn R, Lott, Jr, Ph.D.

President

Crime Prevention Research Center
Jlerimeresearch org [erim reh,oral

loharlott@crimerassarch.org

<imagel02 jpg>

On Tuesday, May3, 2022, at Tuesday, May 3, 4:49 PM,
johnrlott crimeresearch.org

[crimeresearch.org] <johnriott@crimeresearch.org> wrote:

Awesome, thank you. Yes, it is by phone. Is there a number that you
would like Aaron Flint to call on Thursday.

Thank you very much.
John

12
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John R, Lott, Jr, Ph.D.
President
Crime Prevention Research Center

imeresearch.org fcrimeresearch.or

<CPRC JPEG Letterjpey>

On Tuesday, May3, 2022, at Tuesday, May 3, 4:47 PM,
Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov> wrote:

Hello John,

I think that that Thursday merning time will work just
fine. Just to clarify, this would be a phone interview,
correct?

Kelly Mougeot

Executive Assistant

Attomey General Austin Knudsen, Montana
Department of Justice

<image001.jpg>

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This emall contalns informatian from the
Montana Attoeney General's Office which is confidentiat andfar privileged. If
you are not the intended recipient, please do not discloss, copy, distribule

ar uge the contents of this information. Please notify me by return email
and delete the information you received in error immadiately. Thank you.

From: johnriott crimeresearch.org
[erimeresearch.org] <johnriott@crimeresearch.omp>
Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 1:25 PM

To: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Follow up on the Montana
Sparts Shooting Association banquet on May 14th

Thank you, Kelly. How about the radio show? Thank
you.

John R. Lott, Jr, PhD.

President

Crime Prevention Research Center
http://erimeresearch.arg [erimeresearch.o

‘|ahnrlottﬁcrimeresearch_org

<image00Z jpg>
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On Tuesday, May3, 2022, at Tuesday,
May 3, i:24 PM, Mougeot, Kelly
<KMougeot@mt.gov> wrote:

Steak

Kelly Mougeot

Executive Assistant

Attorney General Austin Knudsen,
Montana Department of Justice
<image001.jpg>

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This amail containg
infarmation from the Montana Attorney General's
Ofiice which is confidentlal and/or privileged. If you
are not the intendad reciplent, please do not disclose,
copy, distributa or use the cantents of this
infarmation. Please nolify me by return emait ang

delete the information you recetver in error
immediately. Thank you, .

From: johnrlott crimeresearch.org
[erimeresearch.org] <johnrlott@ctimer
esearch.org>

Sent: Tuesday, May 3, 2022 1:15 PM
To: Mougeot, Kelly
<KMougeot@mt.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Follow up on
the Montana Sports Shooting
Association banquet on May 14th

Dear Kelly:

One other point: what type of meals do
they want? Steak, fish, chicken?

Thank you.

John R. Lott, ir, Ph.D.

President

Crime Prevention Research Center
http:/ferimer rch.org [eri ch.or

'iohnrlott%crimeresearch_c:rg

<image002.jpg>

On Tuesday, May3,
2022, at Tuesday, May
3, 12:30 PM,

johnrlott crimeresearch

14
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OrE
[crimeresearch.org] <jo

hnrlott@crimeresearch.

Ofg= wrote;

Great, thank you very
much, Kelly.

BTW, we appreciate
him doing the KGVO
radio show on May
13th. is he availahle to
do Aaron Flint show on
at 9:25 AM, on
Thursday, May 12th to
get some publicity for
the banquet?

Thank you.

John R, Lott, Ir, Ph.D.
President

Crime Prevention Research
Center

http.//crimeressarch.org
[crimeresearch orgl
iohnrlott@crirneresearch.o
g

<CPRC JPEG Letterjpeg>

On Tue
sday,
May3,
2022,
at
Tuesda
y, May
3,
12:05%
PM,
Mouge
ot, Kefly
<KMou
eot
mt.gov
o
wrote:
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Hey
John,

| spoke
to the
AG and
his wife
is going
to join
him so
she will
need a
ticket,
He will
not
need a
hotel
room.

Thank
youl

Kelly
Moug
eot
Executi
ve
Assista
nt
Attom
ey
Genera
1
Aunstin
Knuds
en,
Monta
na
Depart
ment
of
Justice
<imag
e001.j

P&
CONFIDE
NTIALITY
NOTICE:
This email
contains
informatio
n from tha
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Mantana
Allornay
General's
Dffice
which s
cenfidentl
al and/far
privileged.

if you ara
nol the
Intendad
reclpiant,
please do
not
disctose,
copy,
distrtbute
or use the
contanls
of this
informatio
n. Please
notify me
by raturn
email and
deletle the
informatio
nycu
received
in error
immediate
ly. Thank
you.

From: |
chnrlot
t crimer
esearch
208
[crimer
esearch
008l <
ohnrlot
t@crim
eresear
ch.org>
Sent: &
unday,
May 1,
2022
9:12
PM

To: Mo
ugeot,
Kelty
<KMou

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000017



up on
the
Maontan
o

Sports
Shootin
g
Associa
tion
banque
ton
May
14th

Dear
Kelly:

There
are two
[ssues
that |
hoped
to talk
to you
about.

1) How
many
tickets
with
the AG
want to
have?
We are
providi
ng a
hotel
room
for him,
and if
there
are
other
expens
es,
please
let me
know.,

2) In
the
form

18
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that {
filled
out for
you all
and in
earlier
discussi
ons, we
had
talked
about
Knudse
n doing
Aaron
Flint's
statew
de
radio
show
and
KGVQ
in
Missoul
a with
Peter
Christia
n
hefore
the
bangue
ttotry
to sell
some
tickets,
Fknow
that the
AG has
been
on hoth
of
these
radio
shows
many
times,
but in
case it
helps,
Aaron
can be
reache
d atAar

19

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000019



i~

n.Flin

@town
square

media.c
om and
Peter

at peter
c@cent
ric.net.

=]

Please
let me
know if
you
have
any
guestio
ns.
Thank
you
very
mugch,
and we
are
very
excited
to have
the AG
be the
keynot
2
speaker
at our
event,
John

John R
Lott, Jr,
Fh.D.
Presiden
t
Crirne
Preventi
on
Research
Center
ttpe/fer
rch.org
{crimers
sgarch.or
al
jobnriott
@erimer
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esgarch,
org

<imagel
02jpg>
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Nerison, leer

Frany Contact DOJ

Sent: Thursday, May 5, 2022 11:33 AM

To: Mougeot, Kelly

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Addressing the Issue of Tribal Voting on Tribal lands
Attachments: Knudsen Lawsuit Letter.docx

FYI

From: Brad Tschida <betschida54@gmail.com:>

Sent: Thursday, May 5, 2022 11:18 AM

Te: Austin Knudsen <austin@austinformontana.com:

Cc: Contact DOJ =<contactdoj@mt.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL]} Addressing the Issue of Tribal Voting on Tribal lands

AG Knudsen:

Please review the attached letter, which is being mailed to you today with hopefuily receipt by tamorrow.

Respectfully,

Rep Brad Tschida

22
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Nerison, Kzler

From: Tonkay, Alden

Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 2:04 PM

To: Mougeot, Kelly

Subject; FW. [EXTERNAL] Fwdh: 505 Obstruction of my Legislative Responsibilities
Attachments: AG and 505 Voting interference.docx; 2021 04 15 S0OS Jacobsen to Montana.pdf

From: Contact DOJ <contactdoj@mt.gove

Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 2:02 PM

To: Tonkay, Alden <Alden.Tonkay@mt.gov>

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: 530S Obstruction of my Legislative Responsihilities

From: Brad Tschida <betschidaS4@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 2;:23 AM

Ta: Contact DOJ <contactdoj@mt.govs

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: 505 Obstruction of my Legislative Responsibilities

Dear AG Knudsen:

It has been 8 days since | sent the original message to you concerning what | consider to be obstruction attempts, by
Dana Corson in th 505 office, directed at my efforts to determine the causes behind voter irregularities in Montana. | am
specifically referring to his failure to provide information | sought from 11/4/2020 to evaluate the votes and voters in
the 2020 election.

} know that your office is tremendously busy, but the security of our elections, sean by nearly 60% of Americans as being
in question, demands an immediate remedy.

| am at a point where | am planning to publicly admonish Mr. Corson's failures to provide information to me, for which |
paid 5$1,000.00, by sending a letter to him, immediately followed by an editorial to Montana newspapers identifying his
failures. While preferring to conduct my request for provision of data privately, his recalcitrance to this points leave few
options available.

| will await some response from your office as to any communication provided to you by Mr. Corson. However, {f | do
ot hear from you office by 1/17/22, | will use alternative plans to force Mr. Corson to fulfill my paid request.

Resppectfully,

~~~~~~~~~~ Forwarded message -

From: Brad Tschida <betschidaS4@gmail.com>

Date: Mon, Jan 3, 2022 at 10:51 AM

Subject: 505 Obstruction of my Legislative Responsibilities
To: <contactdoi@mt.gov>

Dear AG Knudsen:

23
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Please find attached my letter concerning the subject of my email, a5 well as a corresponding piece of information
refarenced in my letter,

If the further information which t referenced in my letter is also deemed necessary, | will send that at your specific
request,

Respectfully,

Rep. Brad Tschida

24
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Nerison, Kzler

From: Contact DOJ

Sent: Monday, Dacember 13, 2027 211 PM

To " Mougeot, Kelly

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Meeting with AG Knudsen
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Brad Tschida <betschida54@gmail.com:
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2021 2:09 PM
To: Contact DOJ <contactdoj@mt.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Meeting with AG Knudsen

| have attempted to send this message to the AG through the DOJ email site. It keeps asking me for a meeting time
which, after completing that line, refuses to accept my message.

My message to the AG is as follows:
Dear AG Knudsen;

We live in some of the most critical times in US History. The preservation of our Republic, from the effarts of those whe
would like to see it destroyed, is of grave concern to us all. While a critical time, those of us in our current pasitions ta
address these attacks must rise to the occasion. While | wish the duty did not fall to either of us, it has, and we are
impelled to fulfill our Constitutional duties in this regard.

I just finished reading the 82-page case prepared by Mike Lindell and, despite possessing neither a legal degree nor a
background in the law, it is eminently clear that the rights of all Americans were compromised as a result of the federal
and state statutes violated by the defendant states and their political subdivisions. 1 am also concerned about the
apparent lack of election integrity in MT. Despite the fact that Republicans swept all statewide elections, | believe our
vote totals were much greater than the results shown in 2020. Much of that belief is predicated on the poorly
maintained voter rolls in MT. The aberrations discovered thus far in my research appear to support my contention.

Since nearly 3 in 5 persons in America believe that the 2020 election contained irregularities / fraud / aberrations, this is
not & Republican v. Democrat issue. This is an American issue in which all Americans can find a commaon stake.

Sen. Manzella and | request a 15-minute conference call with you to enlist your support and participation in this lawsuit.
As the chief law enforcement officer in MT, the need to ask for your support in this regard is self-evident.

Please confirm a time for this call to take place, at your earliest opportunity. To say that time is off the essence is stating
the obvious.

Thank you for your courageous service thus far on behalf of all Montanans. You are where you are for reasons that may
not be known on this side of the veil.

Respectfully,
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Rep. Brad Tschida
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Nerison, Kzler

From; Mougeot, Kelly on behalf of Contact DOJ
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2021 11:59 AM
To: dan happel1850@gmail.com

Ce tschidadmthouse@outlook.com
Subject: Ernailed Packet

Hello Dan,

Kris Hansen has the packet that you sent.

Thank you,
Contact DOJ
Attorney (seneral Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice

CONFIRENTIALITY NOTICE: This email contains information from the Montana Attorney General's Office which is confidential and/or privileged. {f you are not the
intended racipient, please do not disclose, copy, distribute or use the contents of this information. Flease nolify me by return email and detete the information you
received in error immediately. Thank you.
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Nerison, leer ——————

From: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com:
Sent: Tuesday, September 7, 2021 7.52 AM

To: Dewhirst, David

Cc: Mougeot, Kelly

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

Many thanks, Have a good “short” week!

From: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, September 7, 2021 7:45 AM

To: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com>
Cc: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gove

Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

We do! Although that’s as tech-specific as I can be about it. We have had presentations in there
using power point.

Copying Kelly in case you have more specific questions.

David Dewhirst

Solicitor (teneral

Office of Montana Attorney (General Austin Knudsen
david.dewhirst@mt.eov
406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL—PRIVILEGED—DELIBERATIVE
Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential, privileged,
or deliberative and pre-decisional material, including attorney-client communications and attornsy weork product. Any unauthorized review, uge,
disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. This electronic transmission does not congtitute a waiver of privilege. If vou are not the intended
recipient, and have received this message in error, please contact the sendey immediately by email reply and deatvoy all copies of the original
message, including any attachmenta.

# # #

Fram: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com>
Sent; Monday, September 6, 2021 9:51 PM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.eovs

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: "Wildfire use" injunction action

David, | trust you are well. We have a PowerPoint for our meeting next week. Do you have a conference room with AV
facilities?

~ Quentin Rhoades
Dictated but not read, Please forgive Siri for her scrivener’s errors,

On i 26, 2021, at 3:19 PM, Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.zov> wrote:
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Hi Quentin: circling back on Kelly’s email, below. I know you've been traveling out-
of-state, so no big rush. Thanks!

David Dewhirst

Solicitor General

Office of Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen
david. dewhirst@mt.gov

406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL—FPRIVILEGED—DELIBERATIVE
Naotice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sale use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential, privileged, or deliberative and pre-decisional material, including attorney-client communications and attorney
work product. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited, This electronic transmission doss not
constitute & waiver of privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, and have received this message in error, please contact
the sender immediately by email reply and destroy all copies of the original message, including any attachmernts,

# # #

From: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 12:29 PM

To: Dewhirst, David <David. Dewhirst@mt.gov>
Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hey David,
| wanted to let you know that | have not heard from Quentin yet.

Kelly Mougeot

Executive Assistant

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice

<image002.jpg>

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email contains information from the Montana Atiorney General's Office which is confidential and/or

privileged. If yau are nol the intended recipient, please do not disclese, copy, distribute or use the contents of this information. Please notify
me by raturn email and delete the information you received in error immediately. Thank you.

From: Mougeot, Kelly

Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 12:11 PM
To: gmr@montanalawyer.com

Subject: RE; "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hello Quentin,

| have the following dates available for you to give your presentation to Solicitor General David Dewhirst
and his team.

8/17 1 pm—2:30 pm
8/18 9:30 am ~ 11:30 am
9/14 1pm - 3pm

Please let me know If these times work for you and | will send out an invitation.

All the best,
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Kelly Mougeot
Executive Assistant
Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice

<image002.jpg>

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTIGE: This email contains information from the Montana Attorney General's Office which 1s confidential and/or
privileged. I you are not the intended recipient, please do not disctose, copy, distribute or use the cantents of this infermation. Pleaze notify
me by return email and delete the information you received in error immediately. Thank you.

From: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 10:31 AM

To: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.coms
Cc: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gove>

Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

Thanks, Quentin. I think you should come in and meet with us. Very interested in
a presentation. Copying Kelly Mougeot, who can find a good time to put something
on the calendar. Thanks!

David Dewhirst
Solicitor General
Office of Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen

david.dewhirst@mt.gov
406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL-PRIVILEGED—DELIBERATIVE
Notice: This email message, including any attachments, iz for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential, privileged, or deliberative and pre-decizional material, inctuding attorney-client communications and attorney
worlk product. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. This electronic tranemission does not
consatitute 3 waiver of privilege, If you are not the intended recipient, and have received this message in error, pleasa contact
the sender immediately by email reply and destroy all copies of the original message, ineluding any attachments.

# #

From: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com=
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 9:05 AM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov=
Subject: [EXTERNAL] "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hello Dave,

Greatings from Missoula. To follow-up on our telephone call from last week, 1 would be available,
potentially on dates from mid-August to mid-S5eptember, to discuss with you and your team our theory
for pursuing an injunction action against the US government to stop USFS from allowing lightening
caused fires to burn as part of an overall land management strategy. USFS's policy of using unplanned
fires for resource benefits, to the detriment of the air quality and to the grave risk to non-federal lands,
we helieve, is not authorized by law. As such, we believe we can persuade a federal court, on behalf of
a party with standing (such as the State of Montana), to enjoin such activity, at least until the policy is
brought into compliance with federal procedural and substantive law. Complying with the procedural
law would require USFS to disclose publicly their justifications for the current policy. Given the
experience of the last 10 years, moreover, squaring the current policy with the substantive law is likely
not possible, which would result in an end to the annual cycle of destruction. In short, USFS should be
pursing the same zero-tolerance firefighting policies as the DNRC.
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I'd like to be considerad for appointment as special assistant AG for the purpeoses of pursuing such an
action, if you or Attorney General Knudsen would be interested. If you'd like to mee for a presentation
on our theories and our proposal, please fet me know, Many thanks.

<image004.]pg>
Quentin M. Rhoades, Esq.

406,721.9700  montanalawyer.com [montanatawyer.com]

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication is confidential and subject to attorney/client
privilege. If you received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
destroy all copies {(electronic or otherwise),
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Nerison, I(xler

From: Dewhirst, David

Sent: Tuesday, Septermber 7, 2021 7:45 AM
To; Quentin Rhoades

Ce Mougeot, Kelly

Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

We do! Although that’s as tech-specific as I can be about it. We have had presentations in there
using power point.

Copying Kelly in case you have more specific questions.

David Dewhirst
Solicitor General
Office of Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen

david.dewhirst@mt.cov
406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL-.FRIVILEGED—DELIBERATIVE
Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential, priviloged,
or deliberative and pre-decisional material, ingluding attorney-client communications and attorney work product. Any unauthorized review, use,
diselosure, or distribution ia prohibited, This electronic transmission does not constibute a waiver of privilege. [f you are not the intended
recipient, and have received this message in ervor, please contact the sender immediately by email reply and destroy all copies of the original
message, including any attachments.

# # #

From: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com>
Sent: Monday, September §, 2021 9:51 PM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: "Wildfire use" injunction action

David, | trust you are well. We have a PowerPoint for our meeting next week. Do you have a conference room with AY
facilities?

~ Quentin Rhoades
Dictated but not read. Please forgive Siri for her scrivener’s errors.

On Jul 26, 2021, at 3:19 PM, Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst mt.eov> wrote:

Hi Quentin: circling back on Kelly’s email, below. [ know you've been traveling out-
of-state, so no big rush. Thanks!

David Dewhirst

Solicitor General

Office of Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen
david. dewhirst@mt.gov
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406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL—PRIVILEGED-DELIBERATIVE
Notice: This email message, including any attachments, iz for the sole use of the intended recipient(z) and may contain
confidential, privileged, or detiberative and pro.decisional material, including attorney-client communications and attorney
waork product. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited, This electronic transmission does not
conatitute 8 waiver of privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, and have received this message in ervor, please contact
the sender immediataly by email reply and destray all copios of the oviginal message, including any attachments.

# # #

From: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 12:29 PM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.govs
Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hey David,
| wanted to let you know that | have not heard from Quentin yet,

Kelly Mougeot

Executive Assistant

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice

<imageQ02.,jpg:>

CONFIDENTIALITY NGTICE: Thiz ermail containg inforrnation fram the Montana Attormay General's Qffice whigh is confidential andfar

privileged. {f you are nol the intended recipient, please do not disdlose, capy, distribute or use the comtents of this information. Please natify
ma by return email and delete the information you recetved in error imrmediately. Thank you,

From: Motigeot, Kelly

Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 12:11 PM
To: amr@montanalawyer.com

Subject: RE; "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hello Quentin,

| have the following dates available for you to give your presentation to Solicitor General David Dewhirst
and his team.,

8/17 1 pm—2:30 pm
8/18 9:30 am - 11:30 am
5/14 1pm — 3pm

Please let me know if these times work for you and 1 will send out an invitation.

All the best,

Kelly Mougeot

Executive Assistant

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice

<image002.jpg>

CONFIDENTIALITY NCTICE: This emaill containg information from the Montana Attornay General's Office which is confidential andfar

privileged. If you are net the intended recipiant, please do nat disclose, copy, distribute or use the contents of this information. Please noify
me by return email and deleta the information you received in etror immediately. Thank you.
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From: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, july 21, 2021 10:31 AM

To: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com:
Ccr Mougeot, Kelly <KMoupeot@mt pove

Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

Thanks, Quentin. I think you should come in and meet with us. Very interested in
a presentation. Copying Kelly Mougeot, who can find a good time to put something
on the calendar. Thanks!

David Dewhirst
Solicitor General
Office of Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen

david.dewhirst@mt.cov
406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL-PRIVILEGED—DELIBERATIVE
Notice: This email message, including any attachments, 15 for the aole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential, privileged, or deliberative and pre-decisional material, including attorney-client communications and attorney
work product, Any unauthorized review, use, dizclosure, or disteibution iy prohibited. This electronic transmission does not
constitute a waiver of privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, and have received this message in error, please contact
the sender immediately by email reply and destroy all copies of the original message, ineluding any attaehments.

# # i

From: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.coms
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 9:05 AM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hello Dave,

Greetings from Missoula. To follow-up on our telephone call from |last week, | would be available,
potentially on dates from mid-August to mid-September, to discuss with you and your team our theory
for pursuing an injunction action against the US government to stop USFS from allowing lightening
caused fires to burn as part of an overall land management strategy. USFS's palicy of using unplanned
fires for resource benefits, to the detriment of the air quality and to the grave risk to non-federal lands,
we helieve, is not authorized by law. As such, we believe we can persuade a federal court, on behalf of
a party with standing (such as the State of Montana), to enjoin such activity, at least until the policy is
brought into compliance with federal procedural and substantive law. Complying with the procedural
law would require USF5 to disclose publicly their justifications for the current policy. Given the
experience of the last 10 years, moreover, squaring the current policy with the substantive law is likely
not possible, which would result in an end to the annuat eycle of destruction. In short, USFS should be
pursing the same zero-tolerance firefighting policies as the DNRC.

I'd like to be considered for appointment as special assistant AG for the purposes of pursuing such an
action, if you or Attorney General Knudsen would be interested. If you'd like to mee for a presentation
on our theories and our proposal, please let me know. Many thanks,

34
MT-AG-22-0538-A-000034



<image004 jpg>
Quentin M. Rhoades, Esq.

406.721.9700  montanalawyer.com [montanalawyer.com]

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This comrmunication is confidential and subject to attorney/client
privilege. If you received this communication in errar, please immediately notify the sender and
destroy all copies (electronic or otherwise),

35
MT-AG-22-0538-A-000035



Nerison, Kzler

From; Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com:
Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 9:54 AM
To: DQJ Attorney General
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Accepted: Wildfire Presentation
36
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Nerison, I(!Ier
ikl I s

Subject: Wildfire Presentation

Location: 215 N Sanders St Helena MT 59601; AG Conference room

Start: Tue 9/14/2021 1.00 PM

End: Tue 9/14/2021 3:00 PM

Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer; Mougeot, Kelly

Required Attendees: - Dewhirst, David; Corrigan, Christian; Smithgall, Katie; Mead, Brent; DOJ AG Conf;
Qestreicher, Derek; grmr@montanalawyer.com; Kaylie@montanalawyer.com; fcarrolls1
@msn.com

Requester:

Quentin Rhoades, Rhoades, Siefert & Erickson, PLLC

Point of Contact:

Kelly Mougeot, 406-444-1909

Location/Phone #:

Mazurek Building, 215 N Sanders, 3 floor, Helena, MT 59601 406-444-2026

Details:

Rhoades, Siefert & Erickson would like to show a presentation concerning the USFS's policy of
using unplanned fires for resurce benefits and present their theory for pursuing an injunction
action against the UUS government so stop this practice from happening.
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Nerison, leer |

From: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 9:17 AM

To: Mougeaot, Kelly

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Autornatic reply: "Wildfire use" injunction action
Greetings,

Thank you for the note. Unfortunately, | will be out of the office an other business out of state until Monday August 9,
2021, V do appreciate your patience and apologize for any inconvenience,

Quentin Rhoades
Rhoades, Siefert & Erickson, PLLC
406.721,9700
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Nerison, K!Ier

From: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@®montanalawyer.com=
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 9:26 PM

To: Mougeot, Kelly

o Kaylie Hegel; Frank Carroll

Subject: [EXTERNAL} Re: "Wildfire use” injunction action

Let’s plan on 9/14. Sorry for the delay. Lots of fire this summer, Keeping me hopping! Thanks!

~ Quentin Rhoades
Dictated but not read. Please forgive Siri for her scrivener’s errors.

OnJul 21, 2021, at 11:11 AM, Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov: wrote:

Hello Quentin,

i have the following dates available for you to give your presentation to Solicitor General David Dewhirst
and his team,

8/17 1 pm - 2:30 pm
8/189:30 am - 11:30 am
9/14 1pm —3pm

Please let me know if these times work for you and | will send out an invitation.

All the best,

Kelly Mougeot

Executive Assistant

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice

<image003.jpg>

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email contains information from the Montana Allorney General's Offlce which is confidential andior

privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please do not disclose, copy, disiribute or use the contants of this information. Please notifly
me by return email and delete the information you recetved in error immediately. Thank you.

From: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 10:31 AM

To: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@maontanalawyer.com>
Ce: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@®@mt.gov>

Subject: RE: "Wildfire use” injunction action

Thanks, Quentin. I think you should come in and meet with us. Very interested in
a presentation, Copying Kelly Mougeot, who can find a good time to put something
on the calendar. Thanks!

David Dewhirst
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Solicitor General

Office of Montana Attorney General! Austin Knudsen
david.dewhirst@mt.gov

406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL—PRIVILEGED—DELIBERATIVE
Natice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential, privileged, or deliberative and pre-decisional material, including attorney-client communications and attorney
work product. Any unauthorized review, use, diselosure, or distribution is prohibited. This electronic transmission does not
conatitute a waivar of privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, and have received this message in error, please contact
the sender immediately by email reply and destroy all coples of the original message, including any attachments.

# # #

From: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 9:05 AM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hello Dave,

Greetings from Missowla. To follow-up on our telephone call from last week, { would be available,
potentially on dates from mid-August to mid-September, to discuss with you and your team our theory
for pursuing an injunction action against the US government to stop USFS from allowing lightening
caused fires to burn as part of an overall land management strategy. USFS’s policy of using unplanned
fires for resource benefits, to the detriment of the air quality and to the grave risk to non-federat lands,
we believe, is not authorized by law. As such, we believe we can persuade a federal court, on behalf of
a party with standing (such as the State of Montana), to enjoin such activity, at least until the policy is
brought into compliance with federal procedural and substantive law. Complying with the procedural
law would require USFS to disclose publicly their justifications for the current policy. Given the
experience of the last 10 years, moreover, squaring the current policy with the substantive law is likely
not possible, which would result in an end to the annual cycle of destruction. In short, USFS should be
pursing the same zero-tolerance firefighting policies as the DNRC.

I'd like to be considered for appointment as special assistant AG for the purposes of pursuing such an
action, if you or Attorney General Knudsen would be interested. If you'd like to mee for a presentation

on our theories and our proposal, please let me know. Many thanks.

<image001,jpg>
Quentin M. Rhoades, Esq.

406.721.9700  montanalawyer.com [montanalawyer.com]

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication is confidential and subject to attorney/client
privilege, If you received this comrmunication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
destroy all copies (electronic or otherwise),
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Nerison, leer

From: Dewhirst, David

Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 3:22 PM
To: Quentin Rhoades

Ce: Mougeaot, Kelly

Subject; RE: "Wildfire use” injunction action

Absolutely! No problem. Safe travels.

David Dewhirst

Solicitor General

Office of Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen
david.dewhirst@mt. gov

406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL-PRIVILEGED—DELIEERATIVE

Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and mapy contain confidential, privileged,
or deliberative and pre-decisional material, ineluding attorney-client communications and attorney work product. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. This electronic transmission does not constitute a waiver of privilege. If you are not the intended
recipient, and have veceived this message in error, please contact the sender immediately by email reply and destroy all capies of the ariginal

message, including any attachments.
# # #

From: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 3:21 PM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re; "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hella David,

I'm in 5alt Lake City heading for Phoenix on the Tamarack Fire. Can | get back to you this evening? | apologize for the
delay.

~ Quentin Rhoades
Dictated but not read. Please fargive Siri for her scrivener’s errors.

On Jul 26, 2021, at 3:19 P, Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov> wrote:

Hi Quentin: circling back on Kelly’s email, below. I know you've been traveling out-
of-state, so no big rush. Thanks!

David Dewhirst

Solicitor General

Office of Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen
david. dewhirst@mt.gov

406.444.4145
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CONFIDENTIAL--PRIVILEGED--DELIBERATIVE
Notiee: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole uze of the intended recipiont(s) and may contain
confidential, privileged, or deliberative and pro-decisional material, including attorney-client communications and attorney
work product. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution ig prohibited. This electronic transmission does not
constitute a waiver of privilege. If you are not the intended recipiont, and have recoived this message in ernor, please contact
the sender immediately by email reply and destroy all copies of the original message, including any attachments,

# # #

Froem: Mougeat, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 26, 2021 12:29 PM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.govs
Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hey David,
| wanted to let you know that | have nat heard from Quentin yet.

Kelly Mougeot

Executive Assistant

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice

<image002.jpg>

CONFIDENTIALITY NQTICE: This émail contains information from the Montana Atforney General's Qffice which is confldentiat and/or

privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, ptease do not disclose, copy, distribute or use the contents of this information. Plaasa votify
me by return eimail and delete the information you received in error immediately. Thank you.

From: Mougeot, Kelly

Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2021 12:11 PM
To: gmr@montanalawyer.com

Subject: RE: "Wildfire use” injunction action

Hello Quentin,

I have the following dates available for you to give your presentation to Solicitor General David Dewhirst
and his team.

8/17 1 pm - 2:30 pm
8/189:30 am ~11:30 am
9/14 1pm - 3pm

Please let me know if these times work for you and i will send out an invitation,

All the best,

Kelly Mougeot

Executive Assistant

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice
<image002.jpg>

CONFIRDENTIALITY NOTICE: This emaif containg infarmation from the Monlana Alterney General's Office which & eonfidential arkifor
privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please do not disclose, capy, distiibute or use the contgnts of this information. Please notify
me Dy return email and delete the information you recaived In error immediately, Thank you.
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From: Dewhirst, David <David, Dewhirst@mt gov=
Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 10:31 AM

To: Quentin Rhoades <gmri@montanalawyer.com:
Cc: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.govs

Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

Thanks, Quentin. I think you should come in and meet with us. Very interested in
a presentation. Copying Kelly Mougeot, who can find a good time to put something
on the calendar. Thanks!

David Dewhirst
Solicitor General
Office of Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen

david.dewhirst@mt.gov
406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL—PRIVILEGED—DELIBERATIVE
Motice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain
confidential, privileged, or daliberative and pre-decisional material, including attorney-client communications and attorney
work product, Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution i1s prohibited. Thig electronic transmiasion does not
constitute a waiver of privilepe. If you are not the intendod recipient, and have received this message in ervor, please contact
the sender immediately by email reply and destroy all copies of the originagl message, including any attachments.

#® # #

From: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com=
Sent: Tuesday, july 20, 2021 9:05 AM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] "Wildfire use” injunction action

Hello Dave,

Greatings from Missoula. To follow-up on our telephone call from last week, | would be available,
potentially on dates from mid-August to mid-September, to discuss with you and your team our theory
for pursuing an injunction action against the US government to stop USFS from aflowing lightening
caused fires to burn as part of an overall land management strategy. USFS's policy of using unplanned
fires for resource benefits, to the detriment of the air quality and to the grave risk to non-federal lands,
we believe, is not authorized by law. As such, we believe we can persuade a federal court, on behalf of
@ party with standing (such as the State of Montana), to njoin such activity, at least until the policy is
brought into compliance with federal procedural and substantive law, Complying with the procedural
law would require USFS to disclose publicly their justifications for the current policy. Given the
experience of the last 10 years, moreover, stjuaring the current policy with the substantive law is lTkely
not possible, which would result in an end to the annual cycle of destruction. In short, USFS should be
pursing the same zerp-tolerance firefighting policies as the DNRC.

I'd like to be considered for appointment as special assistant AG for the purposes of pursuing such an
action, if you or Attorney General ¥nudsen would be interested. if you'd like to mee for a presentation
an our theories and our proposal, please let me know. Many thanks.
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<image004.jpg>
{uentin M. Rhoades, Esq.

406.721.9700 montanalawyer.com [montanalawyer.com]

CONFDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication is confidential and subject to attorney/client
privilege. If you received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and
destroy all copies (electronic or otherwise),
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Nerison, Kylﬂ'

From: Mougeot, Kelly

Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 12:11 PM
To: gmr@montanalawyer.com
Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hello Quentin,

| have the following dates available for you to give your presentation to Solicitor General David Dewhirst and his team.

8/17 1 pm - 2:30 pm
8/189:30 am—-11:30 am
9/14 1pm - 3pm

Please let me know if these times waork for you and | will send out an invitation.

All the best,
Kelly Mougeot
Executive Asgistant

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This ernail contains information from the Montana Atterney General's Office which is gonfidential andfor privileged, If you are not the
intended recipient, please do not disclose, copy, distribute or use the cantents of this information.  Please notify me by return email and delete the information you
recetved In arror immediataly. Thank you.

From: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>
Sent: Wednaesday, July 21, 2021 10:31 AM

To: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com:>
Cc: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov:>

Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action

Thanks, Quentin. [ think you should come in and meet with us. Very interested in a
presentation. Copying Kelly Mougeot, who can find a good time {o put something on the
calendar. Thanks!

David Dewhirst

Solicitor General

Office of Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen
david.dewhirst@mt.eov

406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL—FRIVILEGED—DELIEERATIVE
Notice: This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential, privileged,

or deliberative and pre-decisional material, including attorney-client communications and attorney wark product. Any unauthorized review, use,
diaclosure, or distribution is prohibited. This electronic tranamission doos not conatitute a waiver of privilege. If you are nof the intended
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recipient, and have received this message in exvor, please contact the sender itmediately by email reply and destroy all copies of the original
message, including any attachments.
# # i

From: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.coms»
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 9:05 AM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hello Dave,

Greetings from Missoula. To follow-up on our telephone call from last week, | would be available, potentially on dates
from mid-August to mid-September, to discuss with you and your team our theory for pursuing an injunction action
against the US government to stop USFS from allowing lightening caused fires to burn as part of an overall land
management strategy. USFS’s policy of using unplanned fires for resource benefits, to the detriment of the air quality
and to the grave risk to non-federal lands, we believe, is not authorized by law. As such, we believe we can persuade a
federal court, on behalf of a party with standing (such as the State of Montana), to enjoin such activity, at least until the
policy is brought into compliance with federal procedural and substantive law. Complying with the procedural law
would require USFS to disclose publicly their justifications for the current policy. Given the experience of the last 10
years, moreover, squaring the current policy with the substantive law is likely not possible, which would resuit in an end
ta the annual cycle of destruction. In short, USFS should be pursing the same zero-tolerance firefighting policies as the
DNRC.

I'd like to be considered for appointment as special assistant AG for the purposes of pursuing such an action, if you or
Attorney General Knudsen would be Iinterested. If you'd like to mee for a presentation on our theories and our
proposal, please let me know, Many thanks.

Quentin M. Rhoades, Esq.

rhoades
siefert & | trial attorneys
erickson

FLLC
406.721.9700 montanalawyer.com [montanalawyer.com]

CONHDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication is confidential and subject to attorney/client privilege. If you received
this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and destroy all copies (electronic or otherwise),

46
MT-AG-22-0538-A-000046



Nerison, Kzler

From: Dewhirst, David

Sent: Wednesday, July 21, 2021 10:31 AM
To: Quentin Rhoades

Cc Mougeot, Kelly

Subject: RE: "Wildfire use" injunction action
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Thanks, Quentin. 1 think you should come in and meet with us. Very interested in a
presentation. Copying Kelly Mougeot, who can find a good time to put something on the
calendar. Thanks!

David Dewhirst
Solicitor General
Office of Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen

david.dewhirst@mt.gov
406.444.4145

CONFIDENTIAL—FPRIVILEGED—DELIBERATIVE

Notice: This email messape, including any attachments, iz for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidentinl, privileged,
or deliberative and pre-decisional material, including attorney-client communications and attorney work product. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure, or distribution ig prohibited. This elestronic transmission does not constitute a waiver of privilege. If vou are vot the intended
rocipient, and have received this message in error, please contact the sender immediately by email reply and destroy all copies of the ariginat

mesaage, including any attachmenta,
# # #

Frormn: Quentin Rhoades <gmr@montanalawyer.com=
Sent: Tuasday, July 20, 2021 9:05 AM

To: Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] "Wildfire use" injunction action

Hello Dave,

Greetings from Missoula, To fallow-up on our telephone call from last week, | would be available, potentially on dates
from mid-August to mid-September, to discuss with you and your team our theory for pursuing an injunction action
against the US government to stop USFS from allowing ightening caused fires to burn as part of an overalt land
management strategy. USFS's policy of using unplanned fires for resource benefits, to the detriment of the air quality
and to the grave risk to non-federal lands, we believe, is not authorized by law. As such, we believe we can persuade a
federal court, on behalf of a party with standing (such as the State of Montana), to enjoin such activity, at least until the
palicy is brought into compliance with federal procedural and substantive law. Complying with the procedural law
would require USFS to disclose publicly their justifications for the current policy. Given the experience of the last 10
years, moreover, squaring the current policy with the substantive law is likely not possible, which would result in an end
to the annual cycle of destruction. In short, USFS should be pursing the same zero-tolerance firefighting policies as the
DNRC.
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I'd like to be considered for appointment as special assistant AG for the purposes of pursuing such an action, if you or
Attorney General Knudsen would be interested. If you'd like to mee for a presentation on our theories and our
proposal, please let me know. Many thanks.

Quentin M. Rhoades, Esq.

rhoades

siefert & |{trial attorneys
erickson

PLLC
406.721.9700 montanalawyer.com [montanalawyer.com]

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication is confidential and subject to attorney/client privilege. If you received
this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender and destroy all copies (electronic or otherwise).
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AUSTIN KNUDSEN STATE OF MONTANA

October 28, 2022

Senator Theresa Manzella
640 Gold Creek Loop
Hamilton, MT 50840

Representative Brad Tschida
10825 Mullan Road
Missotla, MT 50808

RE: Montana voting concerns, request for investigation
Senator Manzella and Representative Tschida, and colleagues,

I received your letters dated October 13, 2022 and October 21, 2022, respectively,
communicating your concerns about Montana voting software, Konnech Corporation
and its affiliates, the California criminal indictment of Konnech CEQ Eugene Yu, and
Konnech’s and affiliates’ connections to the State of Montana. Additionally, your letters
ask that the Montana Department of Justice investigate, and if appropriate, prosecute
either criminally or civilly any violations found. Finally, Representative Tschida
specifically asked that I assign a team of Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) agents
to investigate this matter.

At the outset, I share your concerns. The allegations and known facts
surrounding Konnech and Mr. Yu and his connections to Communist China are indeed
alarming. Secretary of State Jacobsen and I have discussed this matter, and we both
agree that protecting voter integrity and the private personal information of Montana
. citizens is of urmost importance. Secretary Jacobsen informed me that she, as the chief
elections officer for the State of Montana, sent a letter to Konnech and Votem and has
received responses back from both companies assuring compliance. Additionally,
Secretary Jacobsen informed me that Konnech's 2012 contract with the State of
Montana is terminated and that a new voting system is soon to be in place.

On the DOJ side: blunty, I do not have a team of DCI agents available to
investigate this matter. DCI has a relatively small number of agents, generally divided
into two (2) primary investigative bureaus: the Narcotics/Human Trafficking Bureau:
and the Major Crimes Bureau. Theoretically, your request would fall to the Major
Crimes Bureau. The Major Crimes Bureau consists of eleven (11) agents: ten (10) FTE
positions and one (1) modified position. These agents are stretched to their absolute
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AUSTIN KNULDSEN STATE OF MONTANA

maximum investigating Montana's most heinous violent erimes: Deliberate Homicide,
Sexual Intercourse Without Consent, and Sexual Assault. 1 don’t need to tell any of you
that these crimes have increased drastically in Montana since 2014, Additionally, this
team of DCI agents investigates nearly all Officer Involved Shootings (O18), for nearly
all of the county sheriff’s offices and municipal police departments in Montana. This is
done so these local agencies avoid the appearance of conflict of interest by “investigating
themselves.” Again, I doubt I need to tell any of you that officer involved shootings in
Montana have also skyrocketed in recent years, largely as a result of the huge increases
in illegal drugs and violent crime in Montana. A DCI investigation into voting software
is simply not feasible at this time.

While I cannot spare any DCI agents, I do have other investigative tools at my
disposal. Because this matter involves the potential breach of Montana citizens’
personal data, the DOJ’s Office of Consumer Protection (OCP) can investigate this
matter. I have discussed this matter with Secretary of State Jacobsen, and she agrees
this is a prudent course of action. As such, I have directed OCP leadership to begin such
an investigation.

Please be assured that I take this matter seriously and will use every practicable

tool at my disposal to investigate.
/ ince%

Austin Knudsen
Montana Attorney General

CC:  Rep. Bob Phalen
Rep. Jerry Schillinger
Rep. Paul Fielder
Rep. Steven Galloway
Rep. Steve Gunderson
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Montana Electronic
Absentee System (EAS)
Konnech History

A review of documentation and current events related to
the implementation timeline, development evolution, and
organizational structure of Montana’'s UOCAVA cniine
voting system; software developed in collaboration with
voting software company Konnech Inc and CEQ Eugene Yu.

Research prepared Oclober 11, 2022 by:

Roy McKenzie
Western Montann Mews

rovi@westermmt news

Chris Kortlander
Mantana BEroadeasting Radio Group LLC

chrisghistoricalrarities.com
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C H RI ST] JACOBSEN Military and Owverseas VYoter Empowerment {MOVE} Act

MDNTANA SE{ZRE}‘ARY OF S'E‘A'E'E Electronic Absentee System {EAS)

2022 Montana Secretary of State EAS Overview

THE UN{FORMED AND OVERSEAS CITIZENS ADSENTEE VOTING ACT [UOCAVA)

Wh t - th . UDCAVA created special provisions to make reg:stenng to vole, ahtammg,. returnmg,, and tracking ahsentee ballots
a. I S e : easier for members of the a ara absent from their Montana

Montana
Electronic

Absentee Eg;t:;i::;{:zzt o The Secretary.of State’s website: hitps: ffsosmit povfelections/military-overseas/
o The EAS website: https:ffwnww YotedMontana us
+ Memberoftr Complete the affirmation and user imformation.
SyStem " Spouse ordey Cinee approved, 2n email will be sent to confirm your information and pravide a pin # to aocess your ballot,
+ US. citizenre +  Foliow the instructions for each skep of the online service,

( E AS)? " AVAILABILITY ~ Step2:Mark Baliot
u PSR »  Mark your baot sefections.

,_,EII ontana‘nfffiﬁf = Review and conftrm your balict selections.
Step 3: Submit Balfot
»  Select your balloe submission method: : B Emai ] [ ByFax J | Hywed ]
+»  Bepending on the return method you selected, save or print your marked ballot and related materials.
o If returning by email, you must first save as a POF, then attach to an emaf. Ensare your identification number
[MT driver's [icense namber OR jast four of social secarity number) or digitaf signature is used in liew of
sigrnature are included on the cover sheet.
o [fretusning by fax or mail, ensure that your cover sheet includes your signature, : ,fé z\(i?{%
»  Return your ballot apd supporting documents to yous Monkana county election office. .
*  Track your baflot onfine at My Voter Page ar contact your Montana county efection office, Sy Tige

: CTRONIC ABSENTEE SYSTEM [EAS]
: The EAS provides Montana voters covered under UBCAVA with a one-stop online service to seamlessly prepare vote
W Fegistration materfals and mark their ballot.
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Montana Secretary of State
FVAP Grant Proposal

Secretary of State Linda McCulloch requests grant
funding from Federal Voting Assistance Prograrm to
finalize Electronic Voler Support Wizard into the
Montana Electonic Absentee Systemn. Konnech and
Fugene Yu listed as contractars. {ink) (Exhibit BY

Montana Legislature Passes HB 225

“An act permitting sdection administrators to allow
regisiration and voting by facsimile transmission.” {Jink)

2010 2016
1991 2012
Department of Defense Grant Award for Konnech Partners with Vatem
Electronic Yoting Support Wizard for UDCAVA voters
Konnech enters partnership with election
Grart awarded to Konnech for “research and software company Viotem, touting long-term
development for anline wizard providing absentee partnership with Eugene ¥u. {ink)
voting capability for the State of Montana.™ (link}
“We are so pleased io add the ABVote product fine
t bile Voii atfo
Fram 2012 Sof Federal Voting Assistance Program ?:,;}F;WE Emfggmn o ,;:: :ﬂu;gz e arn[;::i Eﬂ!t id
Grant Proposal lays out Kennech cellaboration: outstanding products for the mabile and ealine
. voting space. Even more importantly, they have
in 2010, the Mnm%na Secretary '}fﬂaﬁ" ;,'as one of given care and attention in deploying them at
17 state efe_ctmn of clals that pamre‘:fpate in f_he . jurisdictions such as the State of Montana and
Federal Voiing Assistance Emgrams Electronic Veting Washington, DC 50 Voter benefits from now
Support Wizard (EVSW) project having & end-to-end mobile voting product line as
} well as a farger satfshied customer base. Eugene
The Secretary of_S:tsn‘e warkedmlm the vender who was and Konnech are well respected in this industry
the successfd bidder for the profect for Movtana, and we look forward o continuing our parinership
Konneck Inc., to develop Monlang’s EVSW: a mode! that with them well inte the future.”
EAS Deuefapment was cafcutated by FVAP to have the highest usage rale '
Timeline among parficipeting siates.”

ABVote® in Narth America is administered by
Votern, Inc., and by Konnech troughout the rest of
the warld, {Exhibii £ 3

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000053



LA District Attormey Arrests Eugene Yu

Eugene ¥u, CED of Konnech Inc., is ammested by Log
Angeles District Attorney George Gascon in connection
with poll worker data stored on servers in the People's

Republic of China. (ifnld {Exhibit E)

Oct 6 2022

Oct 4 2022
Detroit, Michigan Halts Use of Kennach Software

“Detroit Clerk Janice Winfrey savs her office has
decided fo stop wsing a Michigen-based election
software vendor that's facing 2 highi-profile data breach
aflegation invalving poll worker information.” {Hink)

Falrfax, Virginla Halts Use of Konnech Software

Since fearning ahout the arrest, the Faifax County
Office of Elections has halted using Komnech's PoliChief
alection officer managememt software, Eric Spicer; the
director and general registrar of the county’s Office of
Efaciions, said in & emailed staterment 1o The Epoch
Tirmes an Oct. 6.7 {link}

EAS Devefopment
Timeline
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Montana Efectronic Absenfee System

20§2 Technical Proposal
Montana Secretary of State

CFDA: L2217
BAA: HOOKGA-FY AP-[1-13A4-
CAGE Code- 2N
DL e

Mugilzng Socrsary nf Sigie, Lisda McCalkeda
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10|
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TECHNICAL APPROACH
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Muontana Electronic Absentee System

2012 Technical Proposal Montana Secretary of State.
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htfps: Fvap.soviuploads

Konnech oz,
e Ei
o Lauvss Potler

Carrent and Feoding Project Proposal Submissions

= Mo is nal invelved inzny melmuu}' pmpnsals :W:ﬂs;mnds]g

lication.pdf

MT-AG-22-0538-A-000055



~ Department of Bgféﬁé,éﬁfanf

From Jul. 2018 to Jan.
2011, the Department of
Pefense granted
Konnech with a Bianket
Purchase Agreement
award of $91,617 {exhibit
D) to "provide research
and development for an
online wizard providing
absentee voting
capability for the State of
Montana.’

EAS Development
Evolution

Montana Electronic
Voting Support Wizard
implemented in 2010 for
UCCAVA voting "in
conjunction with FVAP
and Konnech, Inc.” as
noted in 2012 FVAP grant
proposal from Montana
Secretary of State Linda
McCulloch.

In 2012, Montana
Secretary of State Linda
McCulloch requests
Federal Voting
Assistance Program
grant to “improve the
UOCAVA voter
experience in Montana
through the development
of a successful,
sustainable and
affordable Electronic
Absentee System (EAS)”

Since at least 2013, the
Montana EAS has been
active, according to
Internet Archive which
recorded snapshots of

portal {(votedmoniana.us).
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Konnech and Votem Partnership

In February 2016, Votem entered into a partnership with Konnech for access to their ABVoie software.

The software was was deployed prior to 2016 in Montana for use as the Montana Electronic Absentee
System.

Pete Martin, CEG of Voterm, stated, “We are so pleased to add the ABVote product line as a complement to aur Mobile Voting Blatform
[M¥PE™.

am have built outstanding products for the mobile and online vating space Eve i they
ave given care and attention in deploving them at jerisdictions such as the - - nd Washington. DC so Votem benefits
i ng-to-end racbite veting product fine as well as a larger satisfied customer base. Eugene and Kon

respacted in this industry and we look ferward to centinuing our gartnership with them well into the future”

Eugeng o, CED of Konnech, remarked, "Votemn has gueickly becoene 2 feader in the online voting market with a number of exciting
accomplishments inciuding the completion of their Giebal innovation Challengs which brought together some of the best mindgs in the
world to develop their secure anling veting platform. Konnech is very happy to become a long-term partner of Yotam so we can

contsibute pur industry experience to speed up the implementation of new voling technelogies, and enjoy mutual success inwhat is
both a ehallenging and rewarding basinass”
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Konnech and Votem
Relationship
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The folfowing diagram displays the correlation between personal informarion and the party with
access to cach lype of information.

User
Al persanal identification information

Personal

S userin!ucmat:}gur A vegistrazion 3

Identificati
entutmcation i user nor
ssupplied at login.~ B . £
s e Woter Hame ink atlan /
. F - Wober BOB e
o

’a,,{_;
H ounty Electlon OFice

Information

UCHAVA List: . .
Al registration

- WYorer N
3 &e Narne idesntification
5 ~  Woter OB informarton
% < WYoter Precinct/fSplit

e, - Wober Cousnty

The personat identification information of UOCAVA and

disabled persons using the Montana Electronic Absentes
System is accessible to Konnech including: login
Source: Montana FVAP Grant Proposal {(Page 5)

information, name, DOB, precinct, county,
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o frie it 2 SBE Trew Tra diam @ Ee

P Page machine translated to English
SR a7

Jin Huohong is pursuiong o corgygzs s Uy, Prcamitism and innovutien”. Founded

in Movembur 21603, i1 preded sefpwte company ther has Tween engaged

ir sufrwere offsharing services for mero e @ dueade as o portier of Miceasolt fer 143 vears. v

Konnech Chinese
Counterpart

Jinhua Hongzheng Technology Co, Lid is chinese 1
company that "focuses on pro‘uitﬁﬂg software " Woshingeen, D0 and Vdmoearon, Canate,
products and overall solutions related to election,

voting and voting for domestic government organs

Puariner snd Apple's sis-vear-old €% Emerprese Developer have mub-sefiaare copyrrighy and

producs inveation parens.

herseus custrmers served more thare 20 gavernment custoniers i Sorth Ameraee, inchufing

at all levels, CPPCC [Chinese People's Political nas 3 2 (& A, EomonTon
Consultative Conference],” according to an E 5 zERzRIN 2ETRRN SETHEEM  NSATTREES
announcement for the company on Weibo, the TR E FEAE EiFRH FRENE EiEEHT

Chinese version of Twitter,

g <] =0 K
zFRS LN SETHEN FEBRFBEN ITLESEALE
EEITE  SERIRE 7

In the announcement, the company's "predecessor®
was named as "Konnech., Ltd” described as a

company founded in 2005 that does "software ...~ e S — e

Source: Jinhua Hongzheng Technology Co., Ltd. Weibo. April 14, 2016
https.//archive ph/8xlae

offshoring services for more than a decade, listing
the State of Montana as a client.
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= (Google Transiate H
1"'3 Text @ Websitas

LTHINESE {32K5PLIFIED]) - DETECTED

i

EMGLISH

== X
B

fi#iezio vang digaan @38

The Seai of the Stote of Montana en Chinese election software company Jinhua Hongzheng Techneology Co., Lid. website.

i1
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Montana EAS Portal

The Montana EAS platform portal has been in use since at least 2013, according to internet Archive
snapshots. The portal’s software version has moved sequentially from 1.0.x to 2.0.0 since at feast

December 14, 2014 tc October 10, 2022.

INTERKEYT ARCHIVE

¥ Explore more than 757 bilkom w725 pogos saved aver lime
e [AIRQEHTOEND

KeIps v ctedmarTana. s

- Soilectons - Changes - Szmeary - SiteMep - HREs

Saved 51 imes betwesn Juns 17, 2073 and fugust 13, 20220

tr 1 sadres uba ‘l:jll

T MM MM 2005 2006 N7 2008 X0F e 2y anE2 QRlEKE 2014 HHS  ZoaE 3017 de M R0 XG0
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MONTARA SECRETARY OF STATE LINDA McCULLOCH
MILITARY AND DVERSEAS VOTER EMPOWERMENT (MOWVE] ACT
ELECTROMNIC ARSENTEE SYSTEM (EAS)

MONTANA SECRETARY OF STATE LEMEA MCCULLOCH
MILITARY AND OWVERSEAS VOTER EMPOWERMENT {MOVE} ACT
ELECTROMIC ARSEMTEE SYSTEM {EAS)

viwrw Nolefdoniz e IS v ieasiMaoniana. 5

Ie23)

ELCECTRONIC ABSENTEE SYSTEM

ELECTRONIC ABSENTEE SYSTEM

Poly ia kontana hava pow cosad. Fhank f your interes] in [he ootena Eleclonic Absgnise Syaiem (E45] - attsenl mikany sid reirsads ciien yolera, The EAS will open
" Pox the 2035 Pmary ERecBion i wriers coverss under LIDCAMA 3 allowr st 18 acsdoan and mark 8 Batal, siatieg al & am. Mounszn Time,
TTyms ae: ety Liwegisiensd, aed woolS i o megissar s redoss! ‘b bocs fixr & peasa K ou; pn FFGA@Nd Eniped 120, 2086, med wit clase 92 0 pm, on Srivary slecion gy, Jene 7. 2036, Tha Sys0nts wd b avaiabie jor tha 248 Gerersl Elaction

S i 1D poul Souty slection affca. Rmmwummmbmmmwm_
o 3 Lrach, BlECE SR 15 35 Ly covra & b B

sarting g1 B 2.m. Mocnisia Tame on Saclombar 21 and wif thoee 25 B p s, on gentrek slacion Say, Novsmber S, 2018,

Hmnmmmmmmmmmmmmmm o o o woid TR 10 Updata woux viker

Mmmmﬁ#wmmﬂﬁlﬂn PEgEraBot, pourcan Ao by thoidng Teis | nc, complefing tha fores, 3aring E 2 a POF and eracdng 34 12 tha sorilact evormoaSons foe
oL oourey. prevciad
drfara o Srle - PO Bax 202501 - Helen, MY S2620-260H I Four 200 TXIBIPE BLOLY OF you wouks s i stalus, visd Uy Vrspr Frga. of visk Bve Mooloaa ot
[405) 2448585 ordok Fea 3t 1-263-084 8533 » spasberin T B s_::g i You erify your mgiskation peate or PR, o Seoretay

izl Hortera Coware Blecizn 3

December 2014 ® February 2016
Version 1.0.140830 A Version 1.0.140830

Platform Screenshots
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Monlana Secretary OF State Coray Stapleton
Military And Qverseas Voter Empowerment {MOVE)} Act

Electronic Absentee System {EAS})
wwra WoledMa

ETEETAROEIE ARIEMTEE SY!

TFharsk pias ko yeur isdaes| in the Montana Elesionk: Abeenios Sysiean |EAS) for disenledBany and pverseas ¢iizen voiers. The EAS will
open % volers coweend under LIOTAWA foe e 2017 Federal Speciz Elechon stantog pd BOGAM ST on Morday, Aped 10 and will dega al
00 P MOT cn clectnn day. Mey 25, 2017,

Ifwmmmwwwmbmwmmdsmmmm!mm%mm welnr

. you AN da 90 by clichleg this (¥, compfesing the Form, savieg 3 Ay a PDF and emaiing il 2 yeus 2tenly slestion offes. A 2ol
MRy et oTice oonlag] SRoton £an be Jound .
IImmmmaMamwKiub\wmeammlrf-J:rxrl-‘a,.e o vish the K Sacraiery of
Rah's mebsibe ol o= —iony

2+, H you Totve =y questions, pleass codtatl sisdptns

ok 030 #rach elechkon s a5 Lhey coma inal: eissran

5 ) e eod b sl it e 2439 332 b s Se - A2 b3

Misnlena oF Blate - PO, Soo NR2EGT « Habena, MT
[303) 454-F2H T or Lod ea 2 1-B30-0B3-5563 - =

October 2017
Version 1.0.170913

Platform Screenshots

Thark yraz for oy inleres] in 293%a0a's Slocwsnic sbsenlen Syslem IEAS) [ar shsen miteny e overscas valers. The
EAS wik cpan Iowrers coverid under the Urilemmed ard Cheerseas Cittens Abseéree Wideg Aol [LHICHMSE Tor Bwe 3060
Feders Gansal Elacten bogiadatg a1 B:ROAR WMOT er Fricsy Septiem®e 28, 2020 and vil ciese 28 SO0FREMST. oo
Havermier 3, 2020,

IM'veas cre sl zegisiened o vcle B Morszra or need 10 updsdo your veler repsiction befam e EaS is aaaizbe an
Seizmines 149, 202, dick ~ern, Cemplete 212 Federl Post Card Appkenton (FPCAL save 35 8 POF ang eniak be yaur
Ital ceunly #ectee offize. Meetana Counly Erecize canlacz infomestian £an be foend kers.

T werify yEur reysialnn sEs wad saan gov.

o 22 rack election rosudls on 2feeinn gy Ak hipsNsasnt cow ¥ pau have ey quesicons, Sease Dondscl
H o7 Il free 385-5B5. 3682,

sosEEChNERED R EeNCE T 00w of caE 2GRS H-D

October 2020
Version 2.0.0
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Maledhfarianags

‘Thank you Tor yodr inizrast i Menlana's Elsciioeic Absecase Syster (EAS) for absert rmiflary and owerseas woiess. The
EAS wil opz1 50 vilers cowersed tade The Unit and Cn & Cdingrs Al Veting Act {LOC AW for Lhe 2022
Gereral Elector: beginnng 25 3000 MCT on Frdar September 22, 2022 ard wik cose al B;FIPAS 2157, on Novesser A,
v

IF you are et ragestxed Lo v in Menlana or reed be Gpdale yur volar regisealion beiore the EAS is avalabie oo
Seplember 2% 3622, cfok herz. Sompeda ke Fadera! Posl Cant Apbdsten [FPCA), saee asa P05 and emad io your
loz=F corenty gleslion office. Manlana Ceunly Slecion pesdacl indemation an ba feund hoss

TN verdy your regisralion stalus wisil hlpsvaps ml gowswclareficd

Wit can Irack eleshor resslls oo eleceen day & pastsasmLgmy T you hawe any queslions, please cenlag!
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EMAL 3% G

October 2022
Version 2.0.0

Platform Screenshots
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Soluetinng

~  Voiem Corp

“abam

Sumerary Financias People Technology

Board Member and Advisgh Profiles

HNzzmsb et weretTTiDer and Advisor Profiles

]

Yotem Corp Bas B board sembers ang advisors, schudisg Steve Babbage.

Sleve Bablrage
Adwizor
Sep &, 2015

Michaet Barrett

Peler Haynes
Advisor

Jul 17, 2015

Alex Tapscott
Advisos
Htar 13, 2017

Exhibit A - Votem Corp Crunchbase Board Member Profiles
kttpsffwww.crunchbase.comforeanization/votem-co ecople

Signals & News
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Collabprations
Moniana’s collaborative efforts will involve working closely with, and secking ideas and tnput
front the following entities:

» The Federal Yoling Assistance Program

*  The Montana Nattonal Guard

* Montana Army, Navy, Atr Force, and Reserve units, through commanders and contact
established during she 2018 Wizard process

Montana’s 56 county election administrators
Taie Montana Election and Technolopy Advisory Council
* A consortimm ef siates with (ke same ballot creation vendor, including MNorth and Sowh

Tk L

LCortraciors
+ Konnech Inc

o Hugene ¥y

o Laura Pomer

Carreni 480 Pesding Project Progosal Sabmissions

» DMontana is not involved in any complimenory proposals, current of pending
Key Personnel

= Linds McQCullech, Montana Seeretary of Suate

Exhibit B - Montana Electronic Absentee System - 2012 Technical Proposal - MT SoS - Pg 18
https:/www.fvap.gov/uploads/FVAP/Grants/Montana application.pdf
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& polichief.comjaBvote. himl ¥ ¢ [ 3 |uUpdate ©
can also be set 10 provide online registration.

Security is the most significant attribute of this platform. The system has passed penetration testing from
two well-known 1.5, test laboratories, follows the guidelines of the MNational Institute of Standards and
Technology {MIST), scrubs the tsers’ por wyd was developed with the experiences designing it for
use in Mevada, Michigan, New fersey fand Montana, as well as with the Federal Voter Assistance Program
(FVAP). In addition, the smart phone Mgbile app was t@#hted by City of Detroit under the terms of a gramt
from the Federal Yoter Assistance Progra

We are also lgoking for your participation to enhance the platform. Civic and voting support groups are

encouraged to provide feedback. Casual users are invited to forward this app or the web site {ink to friends.

Etection administrators are invited to peruse the information posted for their jurisdictions and to post their
- E gIven access to your jurisdiction’s spec

ABVore® in Morth America is administered by Votem, Inc., and by Konnech throughout the rest of the world.

Please contack LS al 11 o T e e iiriceniniimsiiminti el e gt St 2T 00 4

Exhibit C - PollChief Website
hitps://pelichief.com/ABVote.html
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Z 0 8 US3SRENGing.govsesrdisaNT

WSS JSASPENDING go Spending Explarer

Blanket Purchase Agresment [BPA) Calt = PIUD

Undinked Apiard

Feerard Search -~

® [ 3 fupeae I

W Epsousces -

Completed

Avprding Ageacy

Recipiant

Department of Defense}  KOMMNECH' INC.

IBoD0j

% Aweard Amounts

Related Awrards

8 pesc ripkicn

Exhibit D - Blanket Purchase Agreement Awarded To Konnech for "online wizard p
hitps:fwwawrusaspending sow/award/CONT AWD 0003 9700 HQOS4610A0004 9700

ability for th

e State of Montana
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¥ & E @ |uedie =

4 Z [ & dalacounty.gou
News Releases & sdvlsories Cctober 4, 2022: Head of Election Worker Manag: = Ar d in

o eem e m e mem e e e o Connection with Theft of Personal Data
HMegiz Resources

e e e e Contack
Media Fads MecEa Relathns Diviskn
Oper Leltes (212) 257-2040
Marfatala laemirdy.gay

Los Argeles County District Alttrney Geendre Gastan annosaced joday thak &n execulive with a
Michigan-besed compaty responsible Jez the saftware used = managing los Angeles Caunty
alecton #ell woeekers has hoen arvested as part of an i igatian Inta e passitde theft od
111 West Temple Street persenal identifsng alommalion of those worcers.,

Suite 1208
Las Angeles, £A 90012 =3 war ba thank my prossastors ard Imeesiigabars for thes comsnitrmens Jo eliminating cyber

Phone: (213} 257-2000 intrusiors againss gowemniment entites and lomth businesses,” District Sitomey Gascan sead.
“Data braathes are an cngelrs theeat be aue dighsr way of 2o, When we entrust a carmpany to hod
aur confderdizl deta, they Mgt be willing and atle ta pratect aur persenal identifying aformaton
o dReR OEhenwice, we are all wictams.

Media Retations

Kews Releases
This imeestigatzon = coacerned salely wikh the perscaal identifveng infarmatzan al electan wodesrs.

a1 hés c2se, the alleged coaduct hizd ma impa:t an the w¥aulation of yates ard ditd not a2ex electan

2022 sesuils. But secuity 3 ak aspects of any elecicn Is essential so Lhat we all have {u2 fzsh ir the

Jargary  febnen Maxh integrity of 3he gedien prooess,”

Aol My aure Zarlier today, ¥oanech Corporation Chicf Exequbave Officer Eugene Yu was taken irdo custody ar:

Ruly Bzqust  September suspacion of Eheft of gersanad identfying irdoreation by imeestizators rom e District Allomey’s

Qctat QIfice Burca of [nyeskgation with assistance fram the Meridian Township Police Department in
Michizan_ In acdiban, hard drives and ather digtal evidence were seized by LADG Tyestaatars,

¥ears The District Atorney’s Cifice is seeking 15's extradiban 20 Los Amgeles.

2 [ras e Karanech disiributes ard sells its proprictary PlIChicf seftaare, whicth is an clection warker

management sysiem nat was Jilized by the tourty in e fast CaFomea electiar. The software
assists witn pall vaceker assignmernds, commsirscasicns ard poyeoll, FRllChoel reqiéres thal vagriess.
submit persanal Iden=ying infermation, wNich = setained by the Konsedn,

Urder #5 £2.% m¥ion, Rve-year cenact with the pounty, Konreon was supposed ta securesy
malnEai the 233 ared that enly Lnited Skaktes citivens ard pormarent resléents hawve access to it
Cesbrick ARtarrey investigaiors leund that in contradictan Lo the cartract, safosmation wa2s stered on
servers in Lhe Peooie'’s Aepubsc of Thinz.

The Easl Lansing Potice Dopartrent agod Ingham Cgurty Sherifi’s Cdlice = Michigan also assrted i
the investigation.

Exhibit E -Los Angeles Couniy District Atiorney Press Release - October 4

https://da lacounty gov/media/news/bead-election-worker-management-company-arrested-connecticn-theft-personal-data
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May 5, 2022

Dear AG Knudsen;

First of ali, thank you for your response to my request for clarification on a matter in early April. Your
comments were very helpful.

The reason for this letter is to receive clarification on a matter related to the 4/4/2022 letter from your
office. It is my understanding that if a lawsuit were to be brought against the Secretary of State’s office,
concerning matters of lack of oversight aver voting on tribal trust or tribal member-owned land on
reservations, your office, rightly, would be required to defend her office. If interested legislators and,
very likely, private citizens, were to bring a suit against elections officials in specified counties (Bighorn
being chief among them), is that a matter on which your office could represent the plaintiffs
(legislators/citizens)?

Our objective is not to create additional burdens upon the SOS office, nor upon yours, However, the
inability of the 505 to fulfill the constitutional duties of her office, because of the lack of aversight over
elections held on tribal lands on the Crow reservation, whether on tribally or enrolled tribal member-
owned lands, creates a situation where tribal voters are not subject to the same election practices and
Montana laws to which the rest of the voters in Montana are held. That, | believe, is a fundamental flaw
(as well as a violation of the 14" amendment) in need of immediate correction.

Any insight your office might provide to me in this regard would be gratefully received.

Respectfully,

Rep. Brad Tschida —~ HD 97
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MONTANA STATE SENATE

Senator Thorraa M eshla

LPY TR AT S TS B

Qctober 13, 2022

Attorney General Austin Knudsen
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
215 N Sanders Third Floor

PO Box 201401

Helena, MT 59620-1401

Dear Attorney General ¥nudsen:

Montana voting software that allows military, overseas citizens, and disabled persons to
request, mark, and submit their ballot online was developed by Konnech Corporation, an
elections software company whose CEQ, Eugene Yu, was arrested recently by the Los Angeles
County District Attorney in connection with election worker data stored on servers in the
People’s Republic of China. One of our vital roles as legislators is protecting the security and
integrity of our elections. This indictment and the continued use of software from Konnech has
grave implications for the security of poll workers and elections in Montana. This includes
anyone closely associated with Konnech, or anyone using Konnech developed technology and
systems, which is referenced in our attached research materials. Your own investigation may
also identify additional entities or areas of concern. We are asking your office to immediately
open up an investigation if it hasn’t already done s50. Given the proximity to the ongoing 2022
general election, we also respectfully ask that you pramptly notify the Montana Secretary of
State and each County Attorney in Montana that the software should not be used until the
investigation is completed.

Through news reports we learned that Konnech distributes and sells its proprietary PollChief
software, which is an election worker management system that was utilized by Los Angeles
County in the last California election and this year's primary election. The software assists with
poll worker assignments, communications and payroll. PollChief requires that workers submit
persona!l identifying information, which is retained by Konnech, Inc. Many of these news reports
indicate governments around the country are taking steps to cancel contracts and disassociate
themselves from Konnech. But given Konnech long history of election related software
development and its relationship with our state going back to at least 2010, we believe 3 full
investigation by your office is warranted because problems may be more extensive than the mere
surface indicates. This is demonstrated more acutely in the information we have attached.
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Under its multi-million dollar, five-year contract with LA County, Konnech was supposed to
securely maintain the data and that only United States citizens and permanent residents have
access to it. LA District Attorney investigators found that in contradiction to the contract,
information was stored on servers in the People’s Republic of China,

in the LA County DA’s press release the agency noted that the PoliChief software from Konnech
was the main conduit for the private election worker data that was transferred to servers in
China. This is disturbing in light of the fact that the PoliChief website lists Montana as one of the
customers of the company. Additional information we have obtained, shows the McCollough
Administration actually entered into software development contracts with this company that
were specifically developed for Montana and integrated into our electoral system. Whether this
is in fact the case, and whether that software, or something like is, is still in operation, is a
critical component of your inquiry if this indeed occurred.

Although the Los Angles indictment against Konnech, inc. CEO, Eugene Yu, has not been
released; from what we have been able to ascertain, it pertains to an investigation “into the
possible theft of personal identifying information” of election poll workers in Los Angeles
County. Eugen Yu was arrested in Michigan, and charged with being a fugitive of justice.

In addition to constitutional protections, Montana has similar statutes to California (MCA
Identity Theft: 30-14-1704 “Computer Security Breach” and 45-6-332 “Theft of Identity”) and
your office should look into the matter to see if Montana should also bring forward charges to
maintain Montana’s prosecutorial ability to file suit against Eugene Yu and Konnech, Inc. In
addition to your general authority, our reading of 30-14-1712(3), gives you specific authority to
bring criminal action or seek court injunctions, when a violation is reported.

As mentioned, to our knowledge and per the attached material, Konnech has had at least one
contract and a direct connection with the State Montana as far back as 2010, according to

a Blanket Purchase Agreement funded by the Department of Defense. The award paid $91,617
to Konnech, Inc. for “RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FOR AN ON-LINE WIZARD PROVIDING
ABSENTEE VOTING CAPABILITY FOR THE STATE OF MONTANA.”

Specific to the MT 50S McCulloch administration’s initial involving Montana with Konnech, to
our knowledge this occurred in 2012, when then Montana Secretary of State Linda McCulloch
submitted a technical proposal grant application to the Federal Voting Assistance Program in
which she referenced the contract with Konnech for the development of the state’s Electronic
Voting Support Wizard for UOCAVA vaoters,

fn 2010, the Montana Secretary of State was one of 17 stale election officials that participated in

the Federal Voting Assistance Programt’s Electronic Voting Support Wizard (EVSW) project,

and was one of a handful of states that included all local jurisdictions in the program. The

secrctary of State worked with the vendor who was the successtul bidder for the project for

Montana, Konnech Ine., to develop Montana's EVSW; a model that was calculated by FVAP 10
have the highest usage rate among participating states,

Upon hearing the news of the arrest of Konnech's CEO, to their credit, Fairfax County, VA, who
also uses Konnech Software, has ceased the use of election software by Konnech. They felt it
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was the right thing to do to avoid the risk of personal identifiable information being used for
nefarious purposes. This doesn’t eliminate any risk, but it does limit any further risk. As
previously mentioned, other government entities are conducting similar reviews or canceling
contracts outright.

Montana should follow suit and stop the use of all Konnech software and the Attorney
General's Office should move to immediately investigate the use of Konnech in the state of
Montana to ensure it mitigates any risks associated with the use of the software and data being
stored by the company. Montana citizens also have a right to participate in government and
government operations. Many chose to do this during election time to be part of the process.
They should not do so in fear of having their personal private information disclosed; to foreign
governments, especially those that are abjectly opposed to our interests and our way of life.

Qur own research also indicates that Konnech is using The Great Seal of the State of Montana
as part of its commercial promaotions and advertising. We are curious whether they were given
permission to do s0 when former 505 McCulloch entered into a relationship with them or at
anytime subsequent to those events. If not, we believe such use is improper and prohibited.

As you are aware, Montana protects its elections. As legislators we are specifically tasked with
doing that. Montana also has the strongest privacy protection laws in the country. Privacy
protection is a vital component of our state constitution. Given our respective responsibilities
and authorities to protect these interests, we sincerely hope we can work with you to promptly
address these critical issues.

We thank you ahead of time for your attention to this matter and we look forward to hearing
back from you with regard to actions you plan to take to safeguard the citizens of Montana and
our upcoming general elections.

Sincerely,

Sen, Theresa Manzella — 5D44
Rep, Brad Tschida — HD97
Rep. Bob Phalen - HD36

Rep. Jerry Schillinger — HD37
Rep. Paul Fielder - HD13

Rep. Steven Galloway - HD24

Rep. Steve Gunderson - HD1

Attachment
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MONTANA STATE SENATE

henator Therosa Menella

Srnodn Thedtit bR

QOctober 13, 2022

Attorney General Austin Knudsen
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
215 N Sanders Third Floor

PO Box 201401

Helena, MT 59620-1401

Dear Attorney General Knudsen:

Montana voting software that allows military, overseas citizens, and disabled persons to
request, mark, and submit their ballot online was developed by Konnech Corporation, an
elections software company whose CEQ, Eugene Yu, was arrested recently by the Los Angeles
County District Attorney in connection with election worker data stored on servers in the
People’s Republic of China, One of our vital roles as legislators is protecting the security and
integrity of our elections. This indictment and the continued use of software from Konnech has
grave implications for the security of poll workers and elections in Montana. This includes
anyone closely associated with Konnech, or anyone using Konnech developed technology and
systemns, which is referenced in our attached research materials. Your own investigation may
also identify additional entities or areas of concern. We are asking your office to immediately
open up an investigation if it hasn't already done so. Given the proximity to the ongoing 2022
general election, we also respectfully ask that you promptly notify the Montana Secretary of
State and each County Attorney in Montana that the software should not be used until the
investigation is completed.

Through news reports we learned that Konnech distributes and sells its proprietary PollChief
software, which is an election worker management systern that was utilized by Los Angeles
County in the last California election and this year’s primary election. The software assists with
poll worker assignments, cornmunications and payroll. PollChief requires that workers submit
personal identifying information, which is retained by Konnech, Inc. Many of these news reports
indicate governments around the country are taking steps to cancel contracts and disassociate
themselves from Kannech. But given Konnech long history of election related software
development and its relationship with our state going back to at least 2010, we believe a full
investigation by your office is warranted because problems may be more extensive than the mere
surface indicates. This is demonstrated more acutely in the information we have attached,
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Under its multi-million dollar, five-year contract with LA County, Konnech was supposed to
securely maintain the data and that only United States citizens and permanent residents have
access to it. LA District Attorney investigators found that in contradiction to the contract,
information was stored on servers in the People’s Republic of China,

In the LA County DA’s press release the agency noted that the PollChief software from Konnech
was the main conduit for the private election worker data that was transferred to servers in
China. This is disturbing in light of the fact that the PollChief website lists Montana as one of the
customers of the company. Additional information we have obtained, shows the McCollough
Administration actually entered into software development contracts with this company that
were specifically developed for Montana and integrated into our electoral system. Whether this
s in fact the case, and whether that software, or something like is, is still inh operation, is a
critical component of your inquiry if this indeed occurred.

Although the Los Angles indictment against Konnech, Inc. CEOQ, Eugene Yu, has not been
reteased; from what we have been able to ascertain, it pertains to an investigation “into the
possible theft of personal identifying information” of election poll workers in Los Angeles
Caunty. Eugen Yu was arrested in Michigan, and charged with being a fugitive of justice.

In addition to constitutional protections, Montana has similar statutes to California (MCA
ldentity Theft: 30-14-1704 “Computer Security Breach” and 45-6-332 “Theft of Identity”) and
your office should look into the matter to see if Montana should also bring forward charges to
maintain Montana’s prosecutorial ability to file suit against Eugene Yu and Konnech, Inc. In
addition to your general authority, our reading of 30-14-1712(3), gives you specific authority to
bring criminal action or seek court injunctions, when a violation is reported.

As mentioned, to our knowledge and per the attached material, Konnech has had at feast one
contract and a direct connection with the State Montana as far back as 2010, according to

a Blanket Purchase Agreement funded by the Department of Defense. The award paid $91,617
to Konnech, Inc. for “RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FOR AN ON-LINE WIZARD PROVIDING
ABSENTEE VOTING CAPABILITY FOR THE STATE OF MONTANA.”

Specific to the MT $0% McCulloch administration’s initial involving Montana with Konnech, to
our knowledge this occurred in 2012, when then Mantana Secretary of State Linda McCulloch
submitted a technical proposal grant application to the Federal Voting Assistance Program in
which she referenced the contract with Konnech for the development of the state’s Electronic
Voting Support Wizard for UOCAVA voters.

In 2010, the Montana Secretary of State was one of 17 state election officials that participated in
the Federal Voting Assistance Program’s Electronic Voting Support Wizard (EVSW) project,
and was one of a hand(ul of states that included all loea! jurisdictions in the program.  The
Seerctary of State worked with the vendor who was the successful bidder for the project for
Montana, Konnech Inc., to develop Montana’s EVSW: a model that was calculated by FVAP 10
have the highest usage rate among participaling states.

Upon hearing the news of the arrest of Konnech’s CEOQ, to their credit, Fairfax County, VA, whao
also uses Konnech Software, has ceased the use of election software by Konnech, They felt it
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was the right thing to do to avoid the risk of personal identifiable information being used for
nefarious purposes. This doesn’t eliminate any risk, but it does limit any further risk. As
previously mentioned, other government entities are conducting similar reviews or canceling
contracts outright.

Montana should follow suit and stop the use of all Konnech software and the Attorney
General’s Office should move to immediately investigate the use of Konnech in the state of
Montana to ensure it mitigates any risks associated with the use of the software and data being
stored by the company. Montana citizens also have a right to participate in government and
government operations. Many chose to do this during election time to be part of the process.
They should not do so in fear of having their personal private information disclosed; to foreign
governments, especially those that are abjectly opposed to our interests and our way of life.

Our own research also indicates that Konnech is using The Great Seal of the State of Montana
as part of its commercial promotions and advertising. We are curious whether they were given
permission to do so when former SOS$ McCulloch entered into a relationship with them or at
anytime subsequent to those events. If not, we believe such use is improper and prohibited.

As you are aware, Montana protects its elections. As legislators we are specifically tasked with
doing that. Montana also has the strongest privacy protection laws in the country. Privacy
protection is a vital component of our state constitution. Given our respective responsibilities
and authorities to protect these interests, we sincerely hope we can work with you to promptly
address these critical issues.

We thank you ahead of time for your attention to this matter and we look forward to hearing
back from you with regard to actions you plan to take to safeguard the citizens of Montana and
our upcoming general elections.

Sincerely,

Sen, Theresa Manzella - SD44
Rep. Brad Tschida— HD97
Rep. Boh Phalen - HD36

Rep. Jerry Schillinger —~ HD37
Rep. Paul Fielder - HD13

Rep. Steven Galloway — HD24

Rep. Steve Gunderson — HD1

Attachment
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December 27, 2021

Austin Knudsen — Attorney General
215 N. Sanders 5t.
Helena, MT 59601

Dear Attorney General Knudsen:

As you are aware, |, along with many other regular citizens in the State of Montana, have been working
since the fall of 2020 to resolve issues concerning irregularities in the 2020 general election in Montana.
Several of us met on April 6, 2021, with Secretary of State, Christi Jacobsen, and Elections Director, Dana
Corson, to present our evidence of voting irregularities in the November 2020 Missoula County election
results, totaling approximately 7% of the votes. We have had no reply to the evidence we presented at
that meeting, though the following week the Secretary of State issued the attached undated letter
regarding plans for future election integrity actions addressed to “Dear Montana” in which she
commented that “Montana is a model for the country” and “Montana already sets the standard across
the country.” Legislators across the Montana are seeing election anomalies in their districts that
underscore the statement in the Secretary’s letter, albeit perhaps not in the way she intended, given the
questions about the November 2020 election being raised in most, if not all, of the other states.

As clearly delineated in Art. IV, Sec. HI of the Montana Constitution, members of the Montana
Legislature “shall insure the purity of elections and guard against abuses of the electoral process.” One
step to fulfill that ohbligation is to look at the list of the people who voted in the November 2020 election.

In August 2021, | submitted a request to Mr. Corson, with fully detailed correspondence which | can
provide. | received a file that was labeled “Voter Histories November 4, 2020” but, in fact, did not
contain the names of voters from the day hefore, but only those whose most recent voting history was
from the Spring 2020 Primary Election,

| pressed Mr. Corson for the data that | requested and for which | paid $1,000.00. His terse response to
me was:

“Your request for the yoter registration rolls as of November 4, 2020 was fulfilled on August 24, 2021
[emphasis added])

| did not request "voter registration rolls” from Mr. Corson. | requested the “Statewide Voter List” as of the
specified date, November 4, 2020, it appears from the correspondence with Mr. Corsen, that the state of
Montana does not have the list of the namaes of those who voted on Novernber 3, 2020, though the election
results were published around 10:00 pm on November 3.

Based on the error cormmitted on Mr. Corson’s part in delivering an incorractly labeled file, and his refusal to
provide the information | requested, it appears that the executive branch is obstructing me, as a member of the
Legislative Branch, from fulfilling my Constitutional duties, as enumerated in Art. IV, Sec, [ll. Further, the Attorney
General of Montana “helps to ensure the integrity of the elections in our state by matching information in the
Montana statewide voter registration list with information in the motor vehicle licensing database and the United
States Social Security database, as outlined in both 42 U.5.C. 15483 and MCA 13-2-107(3)}(a) & (b).”
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Without knowing who voted in the 2020 Federal General Election in Montana, it is impossible for the Legislature
1o “insure the purity of elections and guard against abuses of the electoral process.”

With that background in mind, | am requesting that you help resolve this Constitutional issue quickly and ensure
that 1 am provided with an accurate list of people who voted in Montana on November 3, 2020, As citizens
become aware that this information is not available, and that the time before the expiration of the federal
deadline for preservation of election evidence approaches, their confidence in the Montana state government
itself will further erode.

Respectfully,

z@/a, Brad [sehita

Rep. Brad Tschida ~ HD-97 Missoula
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Montana Electronic
Absentee System (EAS)
Konnech History

A review of documentation and current events reiated to
the implementation timeline, development evolution, and
grganizational structure of Montana's UOCAVA online
voting system; software developed in collaboration with
voting software company Konnech Inc and CEO Eugene Yu.

Research prepared Gctober 11, 2022 by:
Roy McKenzie

Western Montanae News

rovi@westernnm news

Chris Kortlander
Mantana Broadcasting Radie Group LIC

chris@historicairarities.com
WESTERN
MONTANA
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c H R ISTI J ACOBS EN Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment {MOVE} Act

MONTANA SECRETARY OF STATE Efectronic Absentes System (EAS)

2022 Montana Secretary of State EAS Overview

. THE UN{FORMED AND OVERSEAS CITIZENS ABSENTEE VOTING ACT [UDCAVA)

Wh t u th . LHDCAVA created special provisions to make registering to vote, obtaining, returning, and tracking absentee baliots
a ’s e' easier for members of the a : P bk zre absent from their Montana
. woting regl

Montana
Electronic

Montana resident . J’AEDF_'rs the EAS from either:
sen ee © their place of resic o The Secretary of State’s webstte: hitps:ffsosmt povfelections/militany-overseas/
’ P © The EAS website: htaps:/fwww. Yotedhontana us

s t » Member of th v Complete the affirmation and user information.
ys em : + Spouseorde; Onee approved, an email will be sent to confirm your information and provide a pin # to access your ballot.

+ US5.citizen re « Foliow the instructions for each step of the ontine service.

( E AS)? . AVANABIEITY ~ Step 2:Mark Baflot
u 7 e Mark your balot selections.

: CTRONIC ABSENTEE 5YSTEM [EAS]
; The EAS provides Montana voters covered under HOCAVA with a one-stop online service to seamlessly prepare vot
W, registration materials and mark their ballot.

= Review and confirm your balict selections.
Step 3: Submit Ballot
e Select your baliot submission method: | et | | ByFu J1 Byt |
s Depending on the return method you selected, save ar print your marked ballot and refated materials.
o If returning by amail, you must first save as a PDF, then attach to an email. Enswre your identification number
[MT driver's license rumber OR last four of socizl security number) or digitat signature is used in fiew of
signature are included on the cover sheet.

o Ifreturning by fax or mail, ensure that your cover sheet includes your signature., : %Ef{g
s Feturn your ballot and supporting documents to vour Montans county election office. A
» Track your baflot online at My Voter Page or conkact your Montana county election office, - Wy Vetar fags

2
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Mortana Legislature Passes HE 225

“An act permitting election administratars to allow
registration and voting by facsimite transmission.” {ink)

Montana Secretary of State
FVAP Grant Propssal

Secretary of State Linda McCulloch requests grant
funding frem: Federat Vioting Assistance Program to
finalize Electronic Voter Support Wizard into the
Montana Electronic Absentes System. Konnech and
Eagene Yy listed as contractars. (link) (Exhibit B}

EAS Development
Timeling

Department of Defense Grant Award for
Electronic Voling Support Wizard for UOCAYA voters

Gramt awarded to Koanech for “research and
development for online wizard providing absentee
voting capability for the State of Momtana.” {link)

From 2012 SeS Federal Voting Assistance Program
Grant Propesal lays out onnech collaberation:

*Ir 2870, the Montanza Secretary of Stafe was one of
17 siate election officials that panticipated in the
Federal Voting Assistance Program’s Electronic Voling
Support Wizard {EVSW) project.

The Secretary of State worked with the vendar who was
the successful bidder for the profect for Moniana,
Kontech inc., to develop Moniana’s EVSW: a model that
was caleulated by FYAFP to have the highest usage rate
amuong parficipating siates”

Konnech Partners with Votem

Konnech enters partnership with election
software company Votem, touting long-term
partnership with Eugene Y {link}

"We are so pleased to add the ABVete product line
as a complement o otr Mobile Voting Platform
(MVP}™ Eugene Yo and his feam have buitt
ouistanding producis for the mobile and online
voling space. Even move imporiantly, they have
given care and aitention i deploying thern at
jurisdictions such as the State of Mentana and
Washington, OC so0 Yotem henefits From now
having an end-to-end mobile vofing product fine as
well as a larger setisfied custorner base. Eugene
and Konnech are well respected in this indusiny
and we lcok forward to continuing our parinership
with themn well fitte the fature "

ABVote® in North America Is administered by
Votent, fnc., and by Konmech throughaout the rest of
the world. {Exhibit £ 3
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{ A District Attomey Amrests Eugene Yu

Eugene Yu, CED of Xonnech, Inc., is arrested by Los
Angeles District Attomey Gearge Gascon in connection
with poll worker data stored on servers in the People's
Republic of China. {link) {Exhibit E}

Oct 6 2022

Oct 4 2022

Detrait, Michigan Halts Use of Konrech Software

“Detroft Clerk Janice Winfrey says her office has
Odecided to stop using a Michigan-based election
saoftware vendor that's facing a high-profile data breach
affegation imeehdng poll worker informaiion.” dink}

Fairfax, Virginia Haits Use of Koanech Software

Since learning abourt the arrest, the Fairfax Counfy
Cffice of Elections has hafted using Konnech's PollChief
election officer management soffware, Eric Spicer, the
director and general regisirar of the counly’s Office of
Elections, said in an emailed statement to The Epoch
Times oa Ocl. &." ink)

EAS Development
Timeline
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- Department of Defene Grar

From Jul. 2010 to Jan. Montana Electronic In 2012, Montana Since at least 2013, the
20711, the Department of Voting Support Wizard Secretary of State Linda Montana EAS has been
Defense granted implemented in 2010 for McCulloch requests active, according to
Konnech with a Blaniket UQCAVA voting "in Federal Voting Internet Archive which
Purchase Agreement conjunction with FVAP Assistance Program recorded snapshots of
award of $91,677 (exhibit and Konnech, Inc” as grant to “improve the portal {votedmontana.us).
D) to “provide research noted in 2072 FVAP grant UOCAVA voter

and development for an proposal from Montana experience in Montana

online wizard providing Secretary of State Linda through the development

absentee voting McCulloch. of a successful,

capability for the State of sustainable and

Montana’ affordable Electronic

Absentee System (EAS)”

EAS Development
Evolution
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Konnech and Votem Partnership

In February 2016, Votem entered into a partnership with Konnech for access to their ABVote software.
The software was was deployed prior to 20146 in Montana for use as the Montana Electronic Absentee
System.

Pete Martin, CEQ of Yotem, stated. “We are so pleased to add the ABVote product line as a complement to our Mobile Voting Platform
(MR-, 7

and Washington. 0C so vetemn benefits

rid-to-end mcbkite veting product line as well as a larger satisfied customer base. Eugene and Ka

respected in this industry and we lock ferward te continuing our parknership with them well into the future”

Eugere Yu, CEO of Konnech, remarked, "Vatemn has quickly becorne z izader in the cnline voting market with a number of exciting
accomplishments incheding the completion of their Giobal tnnovatien Chalienge which brought together some of the best minds in the
world to develop their secure onfine woting platform. Konnech is very happy to become a long-term partner of Yotem so we can
contribite owr industry experience to speed Up the implementation of new voting technelogies, and enioy mutual success in what is

both 2 challenging and rewarding business”
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Honnech and Votem
Relationship
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Personal
Identification
Information

The personal identification information of UOCAVA and
disabled persons using the Montana Electronic Absentee
Systern is accessible to Kennech including: login

information, name, DOB, precinct, county,

Tir: fotlowing diagram displays the correlation betvween porsonal information and the party with
aecess to cach Lype of infontation.

User

All personal identifeation information

. I 1 A‘r":’-
" Basic user informatign-~
=,

- AH registration ;
wsupplied at login.«~ A
RN o~

. . #
infagrm B
- Voter Mame far a'tmﬂ_i

h ;’; -~ Waoter DGR

ounty Elaction OFfica

% Ve List:
System Vendor TFOCAVA List All registration

Y - Woter Name . ; .
3,1 Voter DO ;::’:'E:{'m
E Voter PrecinefSpkit rraken

R
%1}_:_ Water County

Source: Montana FVAP Grant Proposai (Page 5}
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Konnech Chinese
Counterpart

Jinhua Hongzheng Technology Co., Lid is chinese
COMpPany Ehat "fgcuses on prgviding software Woashington, £ and Fdnronmon, Cuaneda.
products and overail solutions related to election,

voting and voting for domestic government organs

Parmer and Appic’s sis-vear-chl (0% Lnoerpeise Dovcleper have ondni-solware copyrighn and

PrercT IOTCIEiOn pRIeaLs.

[overscas castoeners served mesre then 260 guveroanene cestomers S orth Amecica, incliding

‘.{'P_-\'-‘i. =
at ali levels, CPPCC [Chinese People's Political \W' .y A TOMONTON
Consultative Conference],” according to an EEEEELM =2EZEIEMH 2ETHEH 0 MeAETREES
anpouncement for the company on Weibo, the % FEED [BEFTRA A KiEFEH

Chinese version of Twitter,

=1 =s
ZEEREN ZERFERAE 12

In the announcement, the company's “predecessor” TEBAT
FETHE BRGNS . EROE

was named as "Konnech,, Ltd"” described as a
company founded in 2005 that does “software .

offshoring services for more than a decade, listing

the State of Montana as a client. Source: Jinhua Hongzheng Technology Co., Lid, Weibo, Aprii 14, 2016

https:/farchive ph/8xine
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Montana EAS Portal

The Montana EAS platform portal has been in use since at feast 2013, according to internet Archive
snapshots. The portal’s software version has moved sequentiaily from 1.0.x to 2.0.0 since at least
December 14, 2014 to October 10, 2022.
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MONTANA SECRETARY OF STATE LIMNDA McCULLOCH

MILITARY AND OVERSEAS VOTER EMPOWERMENT {MOVE} ACT
ELECTRONIC ABSENTEE SYSTEM {EAS)
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Mantana Secretary Of State Corey Stapleton

Military And Overseas Vater Empowerment (MOVE) Act
Electronic Absentea System (EAS)
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Solutions

7 Votem Corp

Surnenarny Financis People Technofogy

Beard Member and Adviggf Profiles

N ET St 5 00 and Advisor Frofiles

Vatem Corp kas 8 board members and advisors, inctuding Steve Babbage.

Sleve Babbage
Advigor
Sep 6. 2615

Michael Barrett

Peter Haynes
Advisor
Jul 17, 2085

Alex Tapscot
Addvisor
tder 13,2017

Exhibit A - Votem Corp Crunchbase Board Member Profiles
https:Ywww.crunchbase.com/forganization/votem-corp/people
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Coliaborations
Montana's collaborative elforts will invelve working clesely with, and secking ideas and inpux
from the tollowing entities:

+  The Federa) Vating Assistanee Program

* The Monrana National Guard

*  Montana Ammy, Mavy, Alr Foree, and Reserve units, through commanders and contact

esiablished during the 2010 Wizard process

*  Momtaras 56 county election administrgtors

*  The Momntana Election and Technology Advisory Counch)

= A consoriium of stafes with the sams hallot ereation vendor, including Nonh and South

Coptractors
+ Konmnech [ne.
o Ei £

o Laura Poner

Carrent 468 Pepding Project Propesal Submissions

» Montana is not involved in any complimeniary proposals, current of pending

Key Personnet
+ [Linds McCulloch, hMontana Scecrelary of Seie
+  Lisa Kimmet, Momana Depaty Secretary of State for Elections

et e e L T L AR S T i i

Exhibit B - Montana Electronic Absentee System - 2012 Technical Proposal - MT S65 - Pg 18
hitps:fwww fvap.soviuploads/FVAP/Grants/Montana_application.pdf
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& polichief.com/aBvote. html % 9% [0 3 |updste :
can also be set to provide onling registration.

Security is the most significant attribute of this platform. The system has passed penetration testing from
two well-known U.5. test laboratories, follows the guidelines of the National {nstitute of Standards and
Technology (NIST), scrubs the users’ pg#€Onal data;™sqd was developed with the experiences designing it for
use in Nevada, Michigan, New Jersey fand Montana, as Weill as with the Federal Voter Assistance Program
{FVAP). In addition, the smart phone Mgbile app was t@#hted by City of Detroit under the terms of a grant
from the Federal Voter Assistance Progra

We are also looking for your participation to enhance the platform. Civic and voting support groups are
encouraged to provide feedback. Casual users are invited to forward this app or the weh site link to friends.
Election administrators are invited to peruse the information posted for their jurisdictions and to post their

Please CONTACE LS AT 111 DI bl T i e b riienis it ettt el S5 1 — | 5 300,

Exhibit C - PoliChief Website
hitps:/polichief com/ABVote htmil
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Mediz Relations

211 West Temple Street
Swite 1260

Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone: (213) 257-2063

Hews Releases
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October 4, 2022: Head of Election Worker Management Company Armrested
Connectfon with Theft of Persoral Data

Lontact:

Hodin Relaticns Hyision

12:3] 257300

*ediafida. lacnuaby goe

YeRE- CXHTY:

oS Angefes Courdy Distact Atbarney Gearge Gascén anncanced tod#y that an executive sith a
Michigan-hased coempany resporeibse far the software wsed in managing Los fArgeles Counby
egection pof warkers has besn arrested 2s part af ar investigaticn irfo the possible theft of
persand Hentfying irformaation: of those warkers.

"1 want o thank my presecutors and investigaters for their cemmibmeal Le elirinating oyber
infrusicns against gowarmment endities aad lacal businesses.” Cistrsct Attormey Gascon said.

“Data dreaches are an angaing thread b car digital way af life. Wners we entrust a ceempary ko hole
car cenfigental data, ey must b wikng and able te presect car parsanzf dentadyving informatior:
from thedt. Ctheraise, we are 2 vicims.

This insestigaica is eonmemed silely with the persoral igentifying infeemation of eleaion workers.
In this case, the alleped cendiedt had no immpact on She tabulations of yotes anc did rot alter easticn
resitts. Bt security im 2!l aspocts el ary electian is essential sothat we aF kave full faith in she
irlearily of the electian process.”

Earlier teday, Ecrmech Carporadicn Chisl Executive Clicer Ewgene Y was taken inte cusiedy on
suspicion &f thedft of persomal idertifying information by investigaices from the Dstrich Alcermy's
Office Buread of Investigation with assstarce from e Meridian Tawnship Folice Depasiment in

Michigan. Ir addilion, |sard drives amd ather digtml cvidence were seqed by LADA imestigatars.,

T District Atomey’s Cfice 1§ seeking ¥u's exiredilicn 1o Los &rgeles.

Karnech distributes and sells its prdarietary PallChiet seftuare, which 1s an electian warker
management systern that was wilized by e ooanty in the last Ca8'armsa olectian. Fhe toftware
dssists wit1 poll werker assignmendts, carvrarications arsd payrll. PoICKET requeres that werkess
subarit gersanal inentfying indormaticn, which e renee by the Konrech.

Urder 75 $2.% mSioa, Reeyiiar contrat with the pourdy, Konresn was suppesed b securesy'
mairtza the f2ia 2rd that enly Uniled States dtizens ard germarent residents kaee aocess 1o lt,
Distrizz Abtarmey imeestigatars lound that in ooatradickzan 1a the caatracl, alformaion was stored on
servers in Lhe Pecple's Aepubic ol Thinz.

The East Larsing Police Deparmeant and lagham Courty Snerf’s Clice in Mickigan alsa asssted in
the investigaticn,

Exhibit E -Los Angeles County District Attorney Press Release - October 4

ov/media/news/head-election-worke

hitps:ffdalacoun
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