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Subject: records request
Date: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 at 11:33:45 AM Eastern Standard Time
From: Nerison, Kyler
To: AO Records
ACachments: image001.jpg, MT-AG-22-0522.pdf, Binder1.pdf

EXTERNAL SENDER

This email contains records responsive to the a:ached request.
 
Kyler Nerison
Communications Director
Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice
406-444-2031
Kyler.nerison@mt.gov
 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email contains information from the Montana Attorney General's Office which may be confidential and/or
privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient, please do not disclose, copy, distribute or use the contents of this information.  Please notify me by
return email and delete the information you received in error immediately.  Thank you.
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Nerison, K~ler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

LU 

Neri.son, Kyler 
Friday, February 4, 2022 1 :11 PM 
Mougeot, Kelly; Cantrell, Emilee 

a 

Subject: RE: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

It'll probably be 10-15 min~1tes 

From: Mougeot 1 Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 41 2022 12:48 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov>; Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 
Subject: RE: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Austin will be in town, yes. Do you know how Jong they want to interview him for? 

Kelly Mouge.ot 
Executive Ass.istant 
Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Depart1mm.t of Justice 

•'" 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Tt1is ~,irn,ii conu11n1; ififonn.;ition rrum ,he Mont,,1ni,1 Attorney G:,,n;,:-al'\I Offi;;,i wt1ict; is GLmfidont1a1 anc:1/o,-piivil;;:i;ier.1. 1-i you mi: r"ml U\.;! 
ir\1~\ni..lfJci redpient, ple;~:\f; (fo rJ()I: <,li,:close. copy, di~trlb1!l(~ or use Uie conl.fi11I'., nr t1i1:,; i111ornrntion. Plt.iasii nolrly rne by rntl.r1·n ern;:iil ,1111;: rlelds; t,1e i11rorrn21!io11 y,lu 
rfii::.(Jivr,:(J in em1;· inimediilti!IY. Th;iri~ you. 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@:Jrtit.gq_y> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 12.:47 PM 
To: Nerison, Kyler <Kvler.Nerison(wmt~Jm.)l> 
Cc: Mougeot, Kelly <Kry)Q11&eot@mt.gov> 
Subject: Re: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Maybe he could do it after that radio interview? 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Feb 4, 20221 at 1.2:4.5 PM, Nerison, Kyler <JS.Y.ler.Nerison@m!:_g_g_y> wrote: 

Austin witf be in town on Monday, right? 

AMERICAN 
pVERSIGHT 

From: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Dre\V,fil~oann.com> 
Date: February 4, 2022 at 11:33:52 AM MST 

To: "Cantrell, Emilee" <.EnJilee.Cantrell@n;,J.:EQY..> 
Subject: (EXTERNAL) FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 
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Hi Emilee! 

It's Peyton Drew at On<:~ America News for the number-one 
show on the network, 'Real America' with D,rn Ball. I was 
reaching out to see if the AG had availability on Monday 
between 2:]0pmET and 4pmET to discuss the topic below? 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
'ileal America' Vlith rhH·1 H~lH 
One America News Network 
Cell: I Office: 858-270-6900 xll 7 

<image00l.png> 

<image008.jpg> 

From: Montana Attorney General's Office (no rl'.!ply) 

<MTAG(@announcements.mt.gov> 

Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 10:19 AM 

To: Peyton Drew <f.e.1!!)n.Drew(woann.com> 
Subject: Attorney G€neral Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate 
before new deadline 

Having troubte viewing this email? ~.ll.M. ~ Web i;>age (Inks .gdl. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 4, 2022 

Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 

HELENA - Attorney General Austin Knudsen continues to lead the fight to protect 

Montana healthcare workers and their patients and employers from the Biden 
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administration's COVID~19 vaccination mandate. In a new filing today, Attorney 

General Knudsen and 15 other attorneys general ask a federal judge to once again 

block the federal government from enforcing the mandate in their respective states. 

The unlawful mandate for facilities that receive Medicare or Medicaid funding from ti 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is "causing havoc in the healthcare 

labor market" across the nation - especially in rural communities - and does not 

account for the pandemic's changing circumstances. 

''President Biden's scheme to federalize COVID-19 vaccination policy and fore 

on Americans who have chosen not to get the vaccine has hit the skids. Four 

separate mandates have either been struck down or are currently blocked by 

federal courts,'' Attorney General Knudsen said. "All that remains is the mandati 

for healthcare workers! and the emergence of the Omicron variant that is mild1 

and resistant to vaccines has weakened the federal government's position ev( 

more. Healthcare systems In rural states like Montana can't afford to lose mor 

workers, or patients will suffer." 

The filing is the latest in the ongoing case against President Biden's vaccine manda 

for health care workers. It seeks to stop the federal government from enforcing the 

mandate in Montana before the February 14 deadline by which workers at covered 

facilities must have received a first dose of a COVID~ 19 vaccine or have a pending < 

approved application for an exemption. 

According to data published by the AARP Public Policy Institute, 41 percent of nursi 

home and long-term care facilities in Montana are already facing a shortage of nurs, 

and/or aides. Current numbers around the nation represent the worst staffing 

shortages since the government began collecting data from nursing homes in May 

2020. Low staffing levels in nursing homes---particularly among registered nurses~ 

associated with worse outcomes for residents, including more COVID-19 cases, 

deaths, and a higher likelihood of outbreaks. The mandate will undoubtedly make 

these problems worse. 

''By forcing healthcare workers to choose between their jobs or an experimen· 

vaccine they do not want, CMS is affirmatively pinching an already strained 

work~force-and particularly so in rural areas within [Montana)," the lawsuit 

reads. 

Recognizing this workforce shortage and the untenable position in which it places 

covered healthcare facilities, federal guidance permits vaccinated employees who a 
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testing positive for COV/0-19 to return to work while prohibiting Ltnvaccinated 

healthcare employees from working unless they obtain an exemption. 

As the milder Omicron variant now accounts for 99.9 percent of COVID~19 cases in 

country, the Biden administration's rationale for rushing the mandate without the leg 

required opportunity for the public to comment no longer exists. Additionally, emergi 

research shows that standard COVID-19 vaccinations provide little protection again: 

transmission of the Omicron variant, and federal authorities have begun to walk bac 

prior claims about the efficacy of the vaccines against this now-dominant variant. 

Meanwhile, new guidance from the federal government issued after the U.S. Suprer 

Court decision imposes a brand-new vaccine mandate on state employees who sur 

and report whether Medicare and Medicaid facilities are complying with applicable 

regulations, including the mandate itself. This constitutes an ''independent, substant 

rule, and yet CMS failed utterly to comply with the procedures required by [federal It 

yet again. 

The CMS COVID-19 vaccine mandate also violates the Tenth Amendment, the 

Spending Clause, the Anti-Commandeering Doctrine, and the Nondelegation Doctri 

The case number is 3:21-cv~03970 in the U.S. District Court for the Western District 

Louisiana. It is being led by Montana, Arizona, and Louisiana. The other states joini 

are Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, Sou 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Click : ':C f.lnks.gd] to read the full amended complaint. 

4 
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I ~UBSCRl8,ER ~E~\l;IOJ/:~f~.Q.bS~•iltH),i~,(;~1) I :~[;0;,~i-Y:0\H 
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-:,.- , .. .,_._,_., ,.-.,.:11~ :. : peytonJ)rew@oann.com .- ·ii 1·.-,·.:•.::,: .. _.,;:•,,;:,·y· 
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Nerison, Kyler 
u 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

DOJ 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Tuesday, febr~iary 8, 2022 9:54 AM 
Nerison, Kyler 
anything to add 

OAN: Dan B;::~11 W/ AG l{ni,H;lsr::11.Tv.-annlc~i COVID Marn:foh>s 

Montana Free Press: Eie<.:tjon airnW> alieged in Phi!iips County 
Secretary of State Christi Jacobsen's office issued two separate press releases late last week, both containing inaccurate 
information about alleged election crimes in Phillips County, situated along the HHine, during the 2021 municipal 
electron there_ 
Last week's releases also attributed the information abolJt the alleged election crimes to the Phillips County Sheriff's 
Office. Lytle, however, told MTFP on Monday that he has not spoken to Jacobsen or her staff about the situation, but 
noted that her office left a message with his staff for hirn on Friday. In response to questions emailed by MTFP Monday 
about the allegations and the press releases' inaccuracies, Richie Melby, Jacobsen's communications director, wrote, 
11we published the information based on reports our office received from the Montana Attorney General's Office, and 
have updated the information based on reports we have received since." 

Fairfield Sun Times: i~~o!h:{c blott~~r: E\~jrg!,,1r:u in pn:)gn~:ss~_:m'~;Sti'f}'.iny,1~rr,'u1ts; h:?!ony ass,:wit; looldng in mail box~~s; r{,~s 
t;m k d ;;<1 m f!£l1fi 
All three arrests listed below were from the Montana Highway Patrol: Joshua Paul Hurrle, 42, of Butte was booked just 
after midnight Monday for misdemeanor driving under the influence. Jailed at around 3:30 a.m. Saturday was Johnny 
Victor Maurice VanMeel, 57, of Butte for the misdemeanor offenses of driving under the influence, no liability insurance 
in effect, and driving with a suspended or revoked driver's license. Just after 2 .m. Saturday, Jenny Rebecca Ensley, 32, of 
Butte was jailed for misdemeanor driving under the influence. 

Montana State News Bureau: Trial sH in dimate ch2ng.? !('JWSl1.it bnJ1.1gM by M~mt,.n;;s vpuths 
Atrial date has been set in a lawsuit filed by 16 young Montanans against the state government over concerns of policies 
they say favor fossil fuels and lead to climate change. 
The trlal i.s set for Feb. 6, 2023, in Lewis and Clark County District Court. 

E&E News: MonL kids' dimate rnSi! m~w be first tq gpt<.i trial 
The J.6 challengers in Held v. State of Montanc;1 filed suit in March 2020, calling on the courts to declare the state's 
energy pol ides unconstitutional. District Judge Kathy Seeley last August rejected Montana's attempt to stop the case 
from proceeding to trial. 

MTN News: L\lYt1'~1.1it i;Q lntt pm.)pf)rty-tax mo.astffH should bt>. di5ini~~,ed, sprm~;or __ j;J!.f{~!-~~ 
A legal attempt to delay signature-gathering for a proposed 2022 constitutional initiative to limit residential property 
taxes in Montana is based on ''unserious arguments" made by "unserious people" and should be dismissed, a supporter 
of the initfatfve said in court late last week. 

MONTANA 
The Western News: Cuffo nlakes flna! bid for He!~n;;; 
He also said he has heard increasingly more concern about illegal border crossings in the West Kootenai area of the 
county. He is worried that too many federal agents are pulled away from the county to patrol the U.S.-Mexico border, 
leaving law enforcement here short staffed and stretched thin. At the same time, Cuffe believes that cartels have 
discovered Lincoln County and identified it as a soft spot for entry. 

AMLHICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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Having already spoken with state Attorney General Austin Knudsen regarding the issue, he is prepared to raise it at the 

Legislature's upcoming session. 

lee Newspapers:? ~:bil!i1;:,:~ (\:,;_:my resid~nt~ ;:ho1rg~}£1)·,1ith ~i]sih,t~m; 'iffl::~r r::.•ejst:cr!fon~ 

Grace 0. Albia and Jannet Benitez Zeta, both Philippine citizens, were cited Jan. 11 and both have pleaded not guilty in 

Phillips County Justice Court, the colmty attorney's office stated in a press release. The investigation began after the 

county clerk and recorder's office asked the sheriff to investigate a pair of potentially invalid voter registrations and 

ballots submitted in the municipal election, Sheriff Jerry Lytle said in an interview Monday. 

Montana Free Press: $Li.t1.:) tmveib br(:.s,:U:Y-Hs .. C.fl ,,-CC<!SS tn3P, i;ePdls g~~!:1.1.APU:i~:1\Q}:)5: 

State officials have published a new interactive map charting broi!ldband availability across the state, presenting data 

that will be used to guide the distribution of more than a quarter-billion dollars in funding to boost. Montana's 

broadband connectivity in the coming years. 

MTN News: Stah;-~HXPptirn(;.m.n.s ti) j}li,~j_if66l\11 fm (:;:)(!)andlnj~ high--1;1.H:::cd lnH;~.rn£1 
Private companies or co--ops with udemonstr;;1ted experience" in providing high-speed Internet or other communication 

services to residential and business customers in Montana will eligible to apply for the awards. The applicants also rnust 

finance at least 20 percent of the cost of the project themselves and can partner with local or tribal governments - but 

the match cannot come from those governments. 

KULR8: f'vltmhma b1.mdms w~,•1Jslti;:: i'i:t1'111t1rH'. hec,Hh c~:we work,,~r'..;_ ao·(}$.f;_ U,5. 

A website summoning qualified health care workers to move to Montana was launched Monday. A release from the 

governor's office said CarelnMontana.com is a health care workforce recruitment program to bring in more health care 

workers in the state through the Claim Allowance for Relocation Expenses {CARE) program. 

KPAX: FWP !cmk!> tc prnt(~Ct :l.':!.;b_UOO ~)t!'f.o,; of tirnbed,;;nd in n(n'thw~,~.;t Mont;:i,n 

The first steps on a major project aimed at protecting more than 113,000 acres of timberland in northwest Montana is 

underway. 
Tabish said the 113,000 acres of timberland is a key wildlife habitat and public recreation access spot. He added the 

easement would make sure the land stays intact for future generations. 

NATIONAL 

Emilee Cantrell 
Press Secrela1y 
Attonwy General Austin Knudsen 1 Montana Department of Justicf:' 
406-444 .. 57'79 
Ernilee.cantrell@int.~QY 

CONFl!JENTIAUTY NOTICE: T!1i~, ,,m~il r;ontAif\:•: ir1/unn<1;ior1 /mrn the Monlantl AtWf1)<"/ (:\,neraf'a (lf!rc:~i wl'1ich !8 -:onf1r.iential ,ind/or ~,rivi!egei:I. H yo\l ,,r~ Mt !tie 

inte11de,J riic)ipi(Hli, ple:,1,,e do not tfoic;lo.51~. copy, t·Ji!;tfitmti~ Mu~(: !,1,,~ o:,n!e1H: Gt thi, i;·1forrmHion. f0 1fi:,rs•.i notify mo b1/ relLirn e:miil and clelete th(·) i11ir.ir·11\cilior1 you 

rec 1.~ived in f)rrnr 1n·!rnic:(li,1Wly. r:·1N1fc yo1.1. 

AM~RICAf\J 
PVERSIGHT 
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Nerison, K~ler 

Ftom: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Tliesday, March 15, 2022 8:58 AM 
$tukaloff, Mary 
Directv 

Here's the statem0nt I sent them yesterday too: DirecTV's announcement to not renew its contract with One America 
News Network seemed to be on based on a desire t:o silence a certain viewpoint. It's no secret that the media are 
overwhelmingly liberal. Attorney General Knudsen believes Montanans deserve .1 diversity of voices in their news. 

Emilee Cantrell 
Press Secretary 
Attorney General Austin Kni.1.dsen, Montana Dcpartrn(mt of Justice 
406~444-•5 779 
Em.iiee.Cilntrell(!_!>mt:&9y 

CONFIOl=NTIALITY NOTICE; H,iii e:"t"lctil cN1t:,1i;-i:1 irrrc:,n,1,1I!(,n (r<;rn t!w lvlonta:·:,.:1 _11J,.r,mc,i~-(;,;ifl,:\r,ti\ (Wic:(; whi;J-1 i_, ,::or1f-iiJ~,ntifJI ;,incl/of ;'Jrivil,H._Js'!r.l If you 1;r,,i rmt 1he 
intendol.1 n:idpi,,m!. pl(,;i,,,,i do 1101· cI;sck:i·,ic, cq:.,y. (t1,,1_nt:11i_,) or u5,_\ tt·1e cor,tenk (I:" ti-1;~ inron·na!ii:,i. 1-:'lf•,::.i:i,~ m;tHy n·1,~ by n::i11m i)Hl.'011 imd (h!k,t() th<,, !11fr;rTn,0,tir;11 you 
,·(;ce1vm1 in 1:!tt(1( 11i-in·,edi;;1,iiy Thank you. 

AMERICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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Nerison, KXler 
ll 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subjec::t: 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11 :21 AM 
Nerison, Kyler 
DRAFT ·-DirecTV letter 

Attorney General Knudsen urges DirecTV to respect diversity of voices and renew OAN contract 

HELENA-Attorney General Knudsen joined other attorneys general in urging DirecTV to respect Americans' viewpoint 
diversity and renew their contract with One America News Network (OAN). DirecTV's plan not to renew OAN's contract 
appears to be an attempt to silence a certain viewpoint at a time when the media are overwhelmingly liberal. 

"You cited a 'routine internal review' as the basis for ending your relationship, This is highly troubling and 
disappointing. Not just because this is an unwise business decision, but because you are masking what is obviously 
viewpoint discrimination with neutral corporate-speak; your decision was certainly not based on a 1routlne internal 
review,'" the letter states. "Rather, your cancelatlon of OAN cornes after a crescendo of powerful leftwing voices 
demanded that you take action against them ... Amerlcans deserve a diversity of voices in their news. I urge you to 
do the right thing and ensure that they get it." 

Attorney General Knudsen joined attorneys general frorn Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Oklahoma, South 
CaroHna, and West Virginia in signing the letter to DirecTV. 

Read the letter here. 

Emilee Cantrell 
Press Secretary 

### 

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Departrnent of Justice 
406-444-5779 
Em.ilee.cantrclli~11t.~g~ 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: -n;i.~; ,'.fft,lll COI\U1lftf, infr.>ffft,)tiOtt horn thi,; fvlt.:nt;m;,; Aao•TIS:Y (.~ener,.11';; ()fji .. ;e 1M1i,:i; is C()tlfidi,r:tia! and/1)t" p1-ivil!)<:w,.1. II; yuu ,¼r,} rwt th,, 
tnlr:~nded r{t<::\pit:-nt, pk~i:~~~e do n1:.t di~.~clo!i;l:~. cnpy, di~;tr lbllt(:~ or i.Ji~<:~ th~~ cont~/ni..::~ r)f Hti~~ 1nfr)r;-~1.~.1ti(.Jn. Ple,::!~~t:~ no!ffy Hli:; by re111fn e1ri1::1il :-:tnd c!elete !!~(~ !n.lor'rnat:of't }'c-:i1..1 
receiv,'1r.l in ,,rro.-i;nrrn':di::df~ly. Thank you. 

AMLHICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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Nerison, Kyler 

Frorn: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Cantrell. Emilee 
Monday, March 14, 2022 4:11 PM 
Nerison, Kyler 
FW: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana•· Interview/Comment Request 

From: Emma Wulfhorst <emwulfhorst@sbgtv.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 4:10 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Cc: Chris Avery <chrisavery@sbgtv.com> 
Subject: [EXTtRNALJ Re: [EXTJ RE: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Thanks so much! I had a few follow-•up questions I was hoping you could answer. 

Does the AG's office believe this an appropriate use of taxpayer dollars? 

Does the AG feel this is a pressing issue facing Montanans? 

Doesn't DirecTV have the right as a business to decide which broildcaster service to negotiate with? 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <[mih~e.Cant,eMilnYt.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:56 PM 
To: Emma Wulfhorst <~.,rw.,vulfhorstii:'t,sbetv.corn>; Nerison, Kyler <Kvlf~r.Nl.':dscn(umt.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Hey Emma, 

You can attribute this to me. 

DirecTV's announcement to not renew its contract with One America News Network seemed to be on based on a desire 
to silence a certain viewpoint. It's no secret that the media are overwhelmingly liberal. Attorney General Knudsen 
believes Montanans deserve a diversity of voices in their news. 

Thanks, 
Emilee 

From: Emma Wulfhorst <P;'r1wulfl10r':-iJ!}l~.J:iy.t•J,corn> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:09 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <En1il,?P .C,ntt·E!l(fi11y1u:;ov>; Nerison, Kyler <_l('t'..]er ,r'-h:>risor1(ii)_rniJ:DV> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Thank you so much! I'll keep an eye out for it. 

AMLHICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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From: Cantrell, Emilee <E.rnilee.Canud!@r\',\ .1.:011> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:02 PM 
To: Emma Wulfhorst <(:rnwuifl~cr21@~l:ii!.Y..:£0m>; Nerison, Kyler <!<yi~'f.i'J<::,ri.,;o,~!!!.Lill.~lf? 
Subject: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana• Interview/Comment Request 

1i:. I CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Sinclair. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
f%; you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
~~"j.: 

Working on getting you a statement 

From: Emma Wulfhorst <e:nw:~lfr!Of';t@:~h~~t•,r.u::.rn> 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 1:58 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <E:1,ih=:,,,. U,ntr::•!l !£~EQBQ?L>; Neri son, Kyler <!<y:er.N•:~rison@..cn t £1:Y~> 
Subject: !EXTERNAL] Re: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Hey! Just following up on this. 

Thanks. 

From: Emma Wulfhorst 
Sent: Monday, March 141 2022 12:03 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <f~l~liL~:t,.J,~g;1t!·(•:!Q]knt .. R(W>; Nerison, Kyler <15.t~:;l.J:i£i'.L~2Jlf:?r,it .t.l(~> 

Subject: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Hi all! Hope you had a great weekend, 

l was wondering if the AG was free for a quick phone or zoom interview (or if you could provide me with a statement or 

comment via email)? 

I'm looking to discuss the letter AG Knudsen and four other AGs (Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri and South Carolina) 
signed onto from Texas AG Ken Paxton to the CEO of DirecTV, warning of consequences if the contract between the 
network and One America News (OAN) is not renewed. 

Let me know! Thanks so much for your time and I look forward to hearing from you, 

Emma Wulfhorst 
Multimedia Jol1rnalist 
KtCI I KCFW I l<TVM 
I' t"'-;\"' ,;,f'!-1,· t'"'~(i:i)~j',·;·t·1, ("''"' ..:....!· 1'i;>\,t1i., ,.t .,... -· ~' ·...::.:..\!i.l.J.. 

Cell 

AM HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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Nerison, K~ler 
611 •• 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Friday, February 4, 2022 12:28 PM 
Nerison, Kyler 

Subject: Fwd: tEXTERNALJ FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate 
before new deadline 

Sent from my ,Phone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Date: February 4, 2022 at 11:33:52 AM MST 
To: "Cantrell, Emilee" <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Subject: {EXTERNAL) fW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

HI Emilee! 

.It's Peyton Drew at One America News for the number-one show on the network, 'Real 
America' with Dan Ball. J was reaching out to sec if the AG had availc1bility on Monday 
between 2:30pmET and 4pmET to discuss the topic below? 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
'Real r1merica' With 1).:i.n. HaH 
One America News Network 
Cell: I Office: 858•270•6900 xl.17 

~Ii.~ .. 

From: Montana Attorney General's Office (no reply) <MTAG@announcements.mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 10:19 AM 
To: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Subject: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

AM HICAN 
pVERSIGHT 
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Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Weti paq~J.!.uks,.mU. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 4, 2022 

Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 

HELENA ~ Attorney General Austin Knudsen continues to lead the fight to protect 

Montana healthcare workers and their patients and employers from the Biden 

administration's COVID-19 vaccination mandate. In a new filing today, Attorney 

General Knudsen and 15 other attorneys general ask a federal judge to once again 

block the federal government from enforcing the mandate in their respective states. 

The unlawful mandate for facilities that receive Medicare or Medicaid funding from the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is "causing havoc in the healthcare 

labor market" across the nation - especially in rural communities ~ and does not 

account for the pandemlc's changing circumstances. 

"President Blden's scheme to federalize COVID-19 vaccination policy and force it 

on Americans who have chosen not to get the vaccine has hit the skids. Four 

separate mandates have either been struck down or are currently blocked by 

2 
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federal courts," Attorney General Knudsen said. "All that remains is the mandate 

for healthcare workers, and the emergence of the Omicron variant that is milder 

and resistant to vaccines has weakened the federal government's position even 

more. Healthcare systems in rural states like Montana can't afford to lose more 

workers, or patients will suffer." 

The filing is the latest in the ongoing case against President Biden's vaccine mandate 

for health care workers. It seeks to stop the federal government from enforcing the 

mandate in Montana before the February 14 deadline by which workers at covered 

facilities mL1st have received a first dose of a COVID~ 19 vaccine or have a pending or 

approved application for an exemption. 

According to data published by the AARP Public Policy Institute, 41 percent of nursing 

home and long~term care facilities in Montana are already facing a shortage of nurses 

and/or aides. Current numbers around the nation represent the worst staffing shortages 

since the government began collecting data from nursing homes in May 2020. Low 

staffing levels in nursing homes-particularly among registered nurses~are associated 

with worse outcomes for residents, including more COVID-19 cases, deaths, and a 

higher likelihood of outbreaks. The mandate will undoubtedly make these problems 

worse. 

uBy forcing healthcare workers to choose between their jobs or an experimental 

vaccine they do not want; CMS is affirmatively pinching an already strained work­
force-and particularly so in rural areas within [Montana]/' the lawsuit reads. 

Recognizing this workforce shortage and the untenable position in which it places 

covered healthcare facilities, federal guidance permits vaccinated employees who are 
testing positive for COVID-19 to return to work while prohibiting unvaccinated 

healthcare employees from working unless they obtain an exemption. 

As the milder Omicron variant now accounts for 99.9 percent of COVID-19 cases in the 

country, the Biden administration's ratfonale for rushing the mandate without the legally 

required opportunity for the public to comment no longer exists. Additionally, emerging 

research shows that standard COVI0-19 vaccinations provide little protection against 

transmission of the Omicron variant, and federal authorities have begun to walk back 

prior claims about the efficacy of t11e vaccines against this now-dominant variant. 

Meanwhile, new guidance from the federal government issued after the U.S. Supreme 

Court decision imposes a brand-new vaccine mandate on state employees who survey 

and report whether Medicare and Medicaid facilities are complying with applicable 

regulations, including the mandate itself. This constitutes an "independent, substantive 

AMLHICAN 
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rule, and yet CMS failed utterly to comply with the procedures required by [federal law]" 

yet again. 

The CMS COVID-19 vaccine mandate also violates the Tenth Amendment the 

Spending Clause, the Anti~Commandeering Doctrine, and the Nondelegation Doctrine. 

The case number is 3:21~cv-03970 ln the U.S. District Court for the Western District of 

Louisiana. 1t is being led by Montana, Arizona, and Louisiana. The other states joining 

are Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Click_;_:• [Inks.gel] to read the full amended complaint. 

-END-
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Nerison. Kiler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

I Ill L 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Monday, February 7, 2022 9:27 PM 
Nerison, Kyler 

a •-

Subject: Fwd: [EXHR.NALJ FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate 
before new deadline 

Is it just me or does our sound sound like it's coming thru a radio. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Date: February 7, 2022 at 8:20:06 PM MST 
To: "Cantrell, Emilee" <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov>, "Nerison, Kyler" <l<yler.Nertson@rnt.gov> 
Subject: RE: (EXTERNAL) fW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before 
new deadline 

Hi! 

Thanks so much for helping coordinate this interview today. Here is the link, lCYMI: B.f..t\b 
AMERICA-- Dan Ball W/AG Knudsen,.Tuffill.nical CQVIP Mandates, 2/7/22 (rumble.com) {rumble.com) 

Thanks again! 

When you post to social rnedia.12.furuf. tag the following: 
Facebook: One America Ne.•ws Netwo1·k, Real America with Dan Ball 
lnstagram: @danpball and @one_america_news_ 
Twitter and Gettr: @DanNewsManBall and @OANN 

God bless, 

Peyton Drew 

Talent Bookt~r I Producer 
'RealAn,erica' With Dan BaH 
One Am(~rica News Net\vork 
Cell: I Offic1;': 858~270J6900 xl 17 

LiD~N ' 

di(; ' 
• ..~ .. 

,.., ' •:,:: .. ·.:>I' 

l:1ttLt tthtttl;~z~;i §l_ • 
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From: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Sent: Monday, February 7, 2022 9:42 AM 
To: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com>; Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

We're still on. Thanks! 

from: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 7, 2022 10:27 AM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@rnt.gov>; Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gQ_'{_> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 

deadline 

Hello! 

I wanted to re-confirm our interview today with the AG around 2:30pmET. We're looking 
forward to it! 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
'Real Ameri<:t1' With D,rn Hi.-:U 

One~etwork 
Cell:_ I Office: 0SB-270-6900 x1l7 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <f.mile~_~antrell@mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 2:40 PM 
To: Peyton Orew <Peyton.Drew@oann.cQ.r,n>; Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison(cilmt.gov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL) r:w: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

Saw this as I landed so thought 11 d give Kyler a little break. Here's the Skype 

account: 

Thanks Peyton! 

AMERICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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F~om: Peyton Drew <.P.~y;ton.Orew(@oann.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 3:24 PM 
To: Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@rnt.gov> 
Cc: Cantrell. Emilee <Lru.U.ee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Subject: RE: !EXTERNAL) FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

lii Kyler! 

2:30pmET works on Monday. All I need is his Skype usermune. Thank you - looking 
forward to it! 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer I Executive: Assistant 
'Real America' With Dan BaH 
One Am(~rica News Network 
Cell: I Office: 858-270;6900.xll 7 

From: Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Neriso1J .. @1n.t..._g_9x> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 12:27 PM 
To: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Cc: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee .Cantre.L!.@.'ltl.:!{Q~> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL) FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

Hi Peyton - Emilee's on the road today so I'm covering for her - but absolutely. More toward the 2:30 
side would work better but we have some flexibility, 

Kyl.er Nerison 
Communications Dirertor 
Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Depa.rtrnent of Justice 
406-444-2031 

AM HICAN 
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CONFIDl;:Ni'IALll'Y NOTICE: Tiw; o;.•.nt:1i co:1i,1i,t,; ini·(J:r,1.01U1m fro,n 111:i M,)t1rc.\n,1 :,.:;or,;ey t,!:\:,,1,i·,ir~, (l:fi,:~i wii,cll m,1y lie 1~•)r,lir.ien\i;_1! cin(,i(Jr 
p;Ml'ilf.!~;(t. I( y(/ll (<(() (1,1i \ti\$ in1:,,n,:!,;;1J ri)dp!~>)l pls>i-i,;1;, 1,I,:, i:11t <ii'.<:'.ID:;1-:. copy, :.l11;iribum or tl(H) n,s1 ::;:;11l;,in1!, t.,f !))(,, il'll1)1'!litlliul'J. F'lt)~;l.(; ('l(l!ify 

rile by it~!l,1f(~ ~~r:11-1ij ,~n1.i ~h=.1tet\: ihe int'nr!r1~:!t!o,: )l{)U H;Gehr\❖{1 :r1 ~Hr1.~r i~i~ii'U)db~!(~ly ·rt·itn·,h: Yi>U 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Peyton Drew <P.,e)l!.qn.Drew(@oann.com> 
Date: February 4, :2022 ~t 11:33:52 AM MST 
To: "Cantrell, Emilee" <Emilee.Cantrell(o)mt.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS 
mandate before new deadline 

Hi Emilee! 

It's Peyton Drew ,lt One America News for the numher•one show on the 
network, 'Real America' with Dan Ball. I was reaching out to see if the AG had 
availability on Monday between 2:30pmET and 4pmET to discuss the topic 
below? 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talc11t Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
• fleal America.' 1,vHh l):;m Ban 
One etwork 
Cell: I Office: 858-270·6900 x.117 

~i'.~f.~?!'.''~·:.··. 

From: Montana Attorney General's Offlce (no reply) <MTAG(q>announce1n.tt1Js.rnt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 10:19 AM 
To: Peyton Drew <Pe.YJon.Drew@o;rnn.com> 
Subject: Attorney General l(nudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

AMERICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 4, 2022 

CONTACT: Kyler Nerison I 

Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 

HELENA -Attorney General Austin Knudsen continues to lead the fight to protect 

Montana healthcare workers and thelr patients and employers from the Biden 

administration's COVID-19 vaccination mandate. In a new filing today, Attorney 

General Knudsen and 15 other attorneys general ask a federal judge to once again 

block the federal government from enforcing the mandate in their respective states. 

The unlawful mandate for facilities that receive Medicare or Medicaid funding from the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is "causing havoc in tl1e healthcare 

labor market" across the nation•-· especially in rural communities - and does not 

account for the pandemic's changing circumstances. 

"President Biden's scheme to federalize COVID-19 vaccination policy and force it 

on Americans who have chosen not to get the vaccine has hit the skids. Four 

separate mandates have either been struck down or are currently blocked by 

federal courts," Attorney General Knudsen satd. "All that remains is the mandate 

for healthcare workersj and the emergence of the Omicron variant that is milder 

and resistant to vaccines has weakened the federal government's position even 
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more. Healthcare systems in rural states like Montana can't afford to lose morn 

workers, or patients will suffer.)' 

The filing is the latest in the ongoing case against President Biden's vaccine mandate 

for health care workers, It seeks to stop the federal government from enforcing the 

mandate in Montana before the February 14 deadline by which workers at covered 

facilities must have received a first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a pending or 

approved application for an exemption. 

According to data published by H1e AARP Public Policy Institute, 41 percent of nursing 

home and long~term care facilities in Montana are already facing a shortage of nurses 

and/or aides. Current numbers around the nation represent the worst staffing shortages 

since the government began collecting data from nursing homes in May 2020. Low 

staffing levels in nursing homes-particularly among registered nurses-are associated 

with worse outcomes for residents, including more COVID-19 cases, deaths, and a 

higher likelihood of outbreaks. The mandate will undoubtedly make these problems 

worse. 

'
1By forcing healthcare workers to choose between their jobs or an experimental 

vaccine they do not want, CMS is affirmatively pinching an already strained workM 

force-and particularly so in rural areas within [Montana].'' the lawsuit reads. 

Recognizing this workforce shortage and the untenable position in which it places 

covered healthcare facilities, federal guidance permits vaccinated employees who are 

testing positive for COV/0-19 to return to work while prohibiting unvaccinated 

healthcare employees from working unless they obtain an exemption. 

As the milder Omicron variant now accounts for 99.9 percent of COVID-19 cases in the 

country, the Biden administration's rationale for rushing the mandate without the legally 

required opportunity for the public to comment no longer exists. Additionally, emerging 

research shows that standard COVID•19 vaccinations provide little protection against 

transmission of the Omicron variant, and federal authorities have begun to walk back 

prior claims about the efficacy of the vaccines against this now-dominant variant. 

Meanwhile, new guidance from the federal government issued after the U.S. Supreme 

Court decision imposes a brand~new vaccine mandate on state employees who survey 

and report whether Medicare and Medicaid facilities are complying with applicable 

regL1laMns, including the mandate itself. Thls constitutes an ''independent, substantive 

rule, and yet CMS failed utterly to comply with the procedures required by [federal law)" 

yet again, 
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The CMS COVID-19 vaccine mandate also violates the Tenth Amendment. the 

Spendjng Clause, the Anti-Commandeering Doctrine, and the Nondelegation Doctrine. 

The case number is 3:21"cv"03970 in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of 

Louisiana. It is being led by Montana, Arizona, and Louisiana. The other states joining 

are Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Click > ,: '..JJnk!Jlf!l to read the full amended complaint. 

! :·1 i ·:: ::::i i"!Ji~ i,,•., ,:·! ~-~ ;:,,.:: i ~·:. l ~·.; Peyton.Drew@oann.corn :.:'-~:~ ~:-~ ~ :-:1 .. : h.•:: 1.•~ ,~ \: ,: : .: :• ;· ·:: 1 i( :.1 :,~ :.--~ :·~ ,·:: ·: ::. ~: : i • i! ;1.; : ~:: ;· i; .. ~! ·••:~·1 ! ,.:~ • l';,-~ ;·;.•·~r :-~: ~ :-1 .1\ •;: r.:1; ;~.:! 1 c:;,:·~. ·:.~ .. ~~ .:_i :·· .. : 
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Nerison, Kyler 
-■II 1111 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
C<:: 
Subject: 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Friday, March 18, 2022 3:03 PM 

Mou9eot, Kelly 
Nerison, Kyler 
KGEZ next Friday 

TITLE OF EVENT - KGEZ interview 
HOST - John Hendricks 
DATE - March 25 
TIME-· call in 9:08, hit time 9:10 
LENGTH - Likely 10-12 minutes 
FORMAT - Phone call, live 
Studio#~ 406 -7S5ffl5439 

NOTES/REMARKS/TALKING POINTS 
TBD, but possibly letter to DirecTV regarding OAN 

Emilee CantreU 
Press S<!cretary 

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Dcparhnent of Justice 
406·444-5 779 

E1nilee. canfrelfo'./.l1nt. gg_y 

CONFIDENTIAl.!lY NO'l"ICI::: ·n1i:, ,:!n:,,;il (;,()r'lt,,,,in,, ir'l!c,111·n:-:;\ion fr(1n'l lt11i M1l:1l:,1;·1/1 A/t.o:r11,,iv C>,11,,:r';li\; Ofti1;,~ w1•1i,:;h ii:: co11fiC'!,in\i;:li ,1,·1Wo1 p;-ivi!,1,.1,,il. If YGU ,;r,:; r•c1I. /t;1,; 
inl~..tnd(::rJ n)ctpif~nL pl1i?::1~:j{:~ do rKH di::;do::~~\ ,~:opy. dii:;t(H~;.ih:~ l~r i.t:_;.-;~ ihU (.onl.::·~nt~·~ or tht~·. infr.)rinr.1Hon. r-~.:r1~::~~~~? ri<:itHv rT!~.~ by :"fH.HTl en~:::1H ;~mr~ ~J~:\li. .. ~t;~: the tn.kirrn,:.ition you 
rr.:~t~~l\/~?.d in ~-~rlr,~~-irn!Yi~:dti:.d~~ly 'th;:~:-:k YDU. 

AM[ HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 



MT-AG-22-0522-A-000024

·, 

Nerison, K~ler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

OOJ 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 11 :35 AM 
colton.giammanco@mt.gov; David Ortley; dia,lang@mt.gov; DOJ Executive Team; Ekola, 
Buffy; Griffith, Jacob; Lansing, Alwyn; Longfield, Timothy; Pierson, Joshua; Stukaloff, Mary 
News Clips - 8/9/22 

Gu1:1st rnlunm: Working t::_r,ajiwr_t:.) i'.!@.t hum~1n tf;3ffo:kin.?.,_in.Mont;:mci e• 8{n{~rn,;,n Daily Chrnnk!e 
It's a horrific reality for Montanans to consider, but hl1man trafficking takes place every day in our state. The odds are 
most of you have seen it but didn't know. 
Last month, a man involved in a sex trafficking ring in Billings was sentenced to nearly 27 years after exploiting 
vulnerable victims for nearly a decade - plying them with drugs and alcohol to create addictions and then forcing them 
into commercial sex. The operation also led to the tragic death of one of the victims. Four other men were sentenced for 
their role In this criminal enterprise. 

'Mav Violate Multiple Stak t.$ws': i~1m~1bhcim ;\(is Denvmd f.Si.1dd~otk 1'.\ti_!i]Y~r Fm Pusliir-ig ESG On .St.;;te Pen,;ion 
funds···· D~jly Cal!N 
Missouri Attorney General (AG) Eric Schmidt and 18 other Republican AGs are investigating BlackRock concerning the 
company's push to place environmental, social and corporate governance (ESG) standards on states' pension funds, 
according to the AGs' letter. 
"They're dancing on the precipice of being in breach of their fiduciary obligations .. ,and that's where you'd run into law­
breaking in a state like Montana," Montana AG Austin Knudsen told the Daily Caller News Foundation . 

. N.itlliW(31.8£Lru:£.l:~Q .. L!tt~it'-S to dlsdow inft, driving GOP al!eg<'!tinm: of iett-wing bias~- h:adtopks.~:.om 
Despite Lami;l1S claim that any NAAG member can request information surrounding its fund committees, some 
Republican attorneys general who are members of the gro1Jp say their reqliests for information on the fund committees 
have been stonewalled, "I've specifically requested some more information from NAAG,'1 Montana Attorney General 
Austin Knudsen told the Washington Free Beacon in March 

Group of 2.3 stati~s h,lls lL$., court CD( ,~~~::b ,:im:hmitv k1,set_,trnn~;itp1d!,k n1h>.S ! !kutt:in; 
A group of 23 state attorneys general led by Florfda told a federal court on Monday Hrnt the U.S, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) lacks the legal authority to impose a nationwide transportation mask mandate to address 
COVI0-19, The CDC sought "an unprecedented masking mandate regulating every breath of millions of Americans,'' said 
the brief in support of the group that sued to overturn the mask mandate. In May, the U.S. Justice Department asked 
the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals to overturn a U.S. District Court judge's April order that declared the government 
mandate requiring masks on airplanes, buses, trains, ride,.share vehicles and in transit hubs unlawful. 

MONl'ANA 
Bo1.{~,m~n oHiu~r ,md K-9 phw ro!s:i in_drnn busi:. •·· NBC ~\i!ont,,irm 
Bozeman Police Officer Peterson and K-9 partner Stretch locat~~d dangerous drugs during a traffic stop last week. 
Peterson conducted the traffic stop for a moving violation when Stretch alerted him to the odor of drugs coming from 
inside the vehicle. 
Officers obtained a search warran-t and located over 150 suspected fentanyl pills, several thousand dollars in cash and 
heroin. 

Bo~rkshil·e 1--1.tth;:n,vay to b~N Montana ,:Vind farms -- Billings (i,•m.'ttf• 
Three north•central Montana wind farms are the latest assets sought by Berkshire Hathaway, whose subsidiaries have 
steadily expanded in-state holdings in recent years. 

f-\lVILnlvt I l 
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The three wind farrns currently owned by NaturEner are located near Cut B,rnk and the electricity flows into Canada by 

way of the Montana-Alberta Tie line, or MATL. Berkshire Hathaway Energy flied paperwork Aug. 2 with the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission to acquire Glacier Wind Energy I, and II, as well as Rim Rock Wind Energy. The generatiQg 

assets combined capacity is 399 megawatts. They are among the earliest wind farms built in Montana for energy export. 

Cranih· Co. l'.!Cl:lvist get•; ;:id• •. ;!t-,bP rn•:i(il:,!:~~.(Jj;U~~~l;!~;;:J;~i1!~.Kpn 1:h,:c b,71lk11 in Nove,nbe 1r •• Ms:~J:!.ld:J1~1.J.!::~'.!;~J~t~l~~S: 
Think of it as weed whipltish. 
In November 2020, resident5 of Granite County voted to legalize adult-use marijuana by a margin of 55-45. According to 

House Bill 701, the Legislature's subsequent marijuana framework bill, that vote established Granite as a ''green" county 

that permits sales. 
Then, in an about-face, Granite County residents voted during primary elections this June to prohibit marijuana sales 

within county lines by a vote of 53-47. 

Tranel, Z1nke, and Lamb SP.il..UJS£.f..i!l-!RttiQ£l, dirn~it(~ <)nd enQ!'f(V w• f>/!tmt.m;.: Frni,~ Pi:€.~ 

The three candidates for Montana's newly created western congressional district squared off in person for the first time 

at a candidate forum in Missoula Monday, landing glancing blows and setting the stage for a race that will elevate 

Montana issues to the national stage and localiie national political dynamics as the major parties vie for control of the 

U.S. House of Representatives. 

1-kats:,ti cM1didJte~; f;Jce otf in f.,'l;:;;soula fonm, .-.. b.::e N-ews 

Sharp exchanges and one candidate grabbing the microphone from the hand of another marked the first time 

contenders for Montana's new western U.S. House seat faced off in a forum held in Missoula Monday. 

The audience of about 250 at a hotel conference room saw stark differences between Republican Ryan Zinke, former 

Secretary of the Interior and previous congressman for Montana; Democrat Monica Tranel, a past Olympian and lawyer 

who worked for the P~iblk Service Commission; and Libertarian John Lamb, a Norris resident who farms and works in 
construction. 

_N!ontan:;1 weighing applkatir.ms for $200M+ ln br9.i19,e.~nd ~f~Hit.S - \V1TN l\!ews 

State leaders are preparing to make their recommendatlons on how to distribute more than $200 million in funding to 

expand access to high-speed Internet in Montana. 
Now, the next q1Jestion will be whether to tweak the criteria they'll use to award the money. 

Montana's ARPA Communications Advisory Commission held a meeting Monday, where they took testimony on the 

initial rankings of dozens of proposed projects to improve or expand broadband service. 

NATIONAL 
'.}J.rirk Time~: ln .. anp Slams FBl Raid at His M~:f--a ·laggJfa~·ne ,~s <\.!-:'.9.).ith:dl A~Js,w!l: ! Nt•1,.v::amax .. wrn 
Former President Donald Trump on Monday said his opponents "desperately don't want me to run for President in 

20241
' and will "likewise do anything to stop Republicans and Conservatives in the upcoming Midterm Elections." That, 

he said, is why FBI agents raided his Mar-a-Lago home in Palm Beach, Florida, on Monday even though he said he had 

been "working and cooperating with the relevant Government agencies." Trump attorney Christina Bobb confirmed the 

FBI seized documents from Mar-a-Lago in a statement to CNN. Bobb, a former OAN host, was present for the search at 

Trump's Palm Beach residence. Trump called the move against a former president "dark times for our nation," and said 

the action was no different than Watergate and had turned the United States into a "broken third-world country." 

~.r@~Sh~£1J1l.tt-2t~1.1r;_gs its fi~iil,Q~l(i:!:nl;;1l contr,;:,1-; j The S(-'iilti.h~ Tii'il'<-':,: 

Snapchat, the ephemeral messaging app, introduced its first parental controls Tuesday, as social media platforms face 

increasing scrutiny for exposing young users to potentially harmf1.1I content. Snap, Snapchat's parent company, said in a 

blog post that its new tools would let parents see whom their teenagers were friends with on the app and whom they 

had communicated with in the previous seven days. Parents will also be able to report accounts that their children are 

friends with if they violate Snapchat's policies. Parents will not be able to see their children's conversations on the app. 

To gain access to the controls, people have to create Snapchat accounts and be friends with their children, who have to 

agree to the controls. 
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U.S. :slmns Chin,.11s 'un;;ii::.~c .. ~pt.:~bl,~" disn.Hiti~)1l in (Otmt1~:drw fr:~M:;~n1rLl i:~1-::utq:t~ 

Beijing last week announced the cancelation or suspension of a series of cooperation channels with Washington, 
indl,ding theater-level mmtary talks, and exchanges on climate change, transnational crime, and counternarcotics. Rahul 
Gupta, director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), said he was disappointed by the 
move in light of the ongoing overdose epidemic driven by fentanyl that has claimed more than 100,000 lives in the 
United States in the past year. 

B.~di~n ;=,~frn!nbtn:itk,n ~;use~~n&~ ikm~')in-in--M~if)11fotJiil'.[9f~.U~Q!icy fotlmN(11g-,.ourt ord1:1r ··· CBS N,,ws 
U.S. border officials on Monday suspended Trump-era rules that required certain migrants to wait for their asylum 
hearings in Mexico. The suspension followed a federal court order that put an end to a lengthy legal back-and-forth over 
President Biden's efforts to end the policy_ In a statement, the Department of Homeland Security {OHS) said it had 
stopped placing migrants in the Migrant Protection Protocols, a policy colloquially known as "Remain-in-Mexico." It also 
said it would process migrants already enrolled in the program and allow them to continue their asylum cases inside the 
U.S. 

Emilee Cantrell 
Pn•ss Secn:h1ry 
Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Depart1rnmt of Ji.:lstice 

406-444-5779 
Emilee.cantrcll@m~1Y. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Ttiis ,iin;,iil c(,ni.ain,; inti:1rfIWti1:1n f;-om th,,, M,)nt,ma A!'W!·n,iy Ck1\(!l°,ll'~:; Oifa:;(:: wi"ii(.'.l'i I!, conikt,mti,il ,irtd/Or (\rivikitl{,(;i 11 you :;ue not. 1/11'1 
intern.tee/ recipient, plea,;e dt1 not di:;cli:ii;e. c,)py, <ktr:buw 0/' U'.;E; the cen,1-''.IW; of· mii.; inforiT1,-ition. Pit't!J,%! not1/y fn(e 1-iy r,·!\ur'n ,?m;iil ;,1r1,.l i:'k?k',-1'., 11,1, in{1,1rm;,11ion y,)\I 

rf~ceivec! in error irnmedi,iiely. Tli'"nf; you. 
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Nerison, K~ler 

From: 
Sent; 
To: 

Subject: 

DOJ 

V 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Friday, September 30, 2022 9:52 AM 
David Ortley; dia.lang@mt.gov; DOJ Executive Team; Ekola, Buffy; Griffith, Jt.1cob; 
Lansing, Alwyn; Longfield, Timothy; Pierson, Joshua: Stukaloff, Mary 
News Clips -· 9/30/22 

i{!m1-~blkan /.~Gs T,1k.:-~ Jlim ~n M-1jor CredlL(2,rd Pmvkfors ChH:•r Nc~w G1Jn St'1;1r~~ JY:ili,t'dMnt Ci)dJJ ••• JD '.,upra 
Two dozen Republican attorneys general (AGs), led by Tennessee Attorney General Jonathan Skrmetti and Montana 
Attorney General Austin Knudsen, sent a letter to the CEOs of credit card giants Visa, American Express, and Mastercard, 
warning them to halt plans that would add a new merchant category code for gun retailers. The International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO) recently voted to create the new merchant category code for gun stores to use 
when processing credit and debit card transactions. The letter argues the ISO's vote was prompted by years of pressure 
''from ideologues and accomplished via an application by the union-owned Amalgamated 8ank." 

Montan3~ t1Gi__:•prem:ls warning i'.lf frmt.:m~I ~L~~1}£~irn ir: mmngs -.. , IOH.r 
Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen was in Billings on Thursday to spread a warning about the massive increase 
and dangers offentanyl in the state. 
During an interview on Q2 Montana This Morning, Knudsen s.iid he is meeting with law enforcement and visiting schools 
across the state trying to educate people about what he described as the "staggering" increase of the lethal drug. 

Subi,l:am:e abase roalitbn JI.h1Ktt!JIPJ:Q;:rt:iss in Billings arnid h•~~1l·th_f!i~.is -- i5IY.SJ 
Many of Yellowstone County's top officials were in the same room Thursday, continuing work to tackle an issue crucir;1l 
to Billings and all of Montana; substance abuse. 
The numbers are staggering. In an interview with MTN Thursday morning, Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen 
said meth is still king. The state saw a 100 percent fncrease in violatlons from 2014-2018. But the number of fentanyl 
overdose deaths is also up over 1,000 percent since 2016. 
"Already this yecir we've seized 111,000 dosage units," Knudsen said. ''I don't think it's too much to say it's enough to kill 
every man, woman and child in the state. 1

' 

Hy the Nwnb1~rn:. ~<nudsen !zwsuhs d«1i!eni{l!_:.&.§iden .;.~dministn:Hlon ··--iVl,mtam,1 Fn2(~ Pi"e<:,s 
The number of lawsuits challenging Biden administration policies, rules and actions that Montana Attorney General 
Austin l<nudsen has participated in, either c1s a named plc;1intiff, an amicus curiae, or an intervenor in federal and 
appellate courts across the country, according to a Montana Free Press review of l<nudsen's public statements and 
federal court records. These include challenging the administration's cancellation of l<eystone XL permits, vaccine 
mandi;ltes for health care workers, a bump-stock b;::u1 and many more, 

.f.'tLQt:·~~,!11.i Humr.H1 Ri~M:s Bureau say~_~J;s""!.!51.J?f'.Lclisf;:lm.iml~!.''-~! in hidnk~ pn:<u~ss based on po!itk:aC,t2~Jie(~ ---IV!TI\I News 
A Montana Human Rights Bureau report says the Montana Department of Justice engaged in ~mlawful discrimination in 
hiring based upon the political beliefs of an applicant. DOJ says they will appeal the decision. 
The Montana DOJ told MTN they plan on appealing the decision and point to the fact they asked Haladay to apply for 
other positions. 
''It's a silly complaint. The Agency Legal Services Bureau needed an experienced manager and Pat Risken brought 18 
years of managerial experience as a partner at a private law firm. We will appeal," said a DOJ spokesperson, "Andres 
Haladay was offered the deputy bureau chief position and i;I staff attorney position but did not accept. After Rlsken's 
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retirement, Haladay did not apply for the bureau chief position even after the Department reached out and encouraged 

him to apply." 

lnv{::$tii~~1.fon finds DOJ likely discdmina!,:.id in iiirinf~_:i:h:<: to_1;,ol':tll:;'1J bdk 1fs ··-tee f-.J~:w~; 

The Montana Department of Justice likely discriminated against an applicant for a job in it.s legal services bureau by 

denying that person the position due to their political beliefs, a state employment investigator found. 

A spokesperson for the Department of Justice on Thursday called the complaint '1silly" and said the other candidate was 

chosen for their managerial experience. 
"We will appeal," spokesperson Emilee Cantrell said of the discrimination finding. 

ft::YJJ.11~ b ~Lci}tf~;~ .. ~·Lc.t ~ d 1~~ ~1 t <~ ~ f $,:: ~'.) !,,g Sf~ u r'l d {~ l' ~ r r;f c~ ~; ti O ~~ t ~ {) n .,... r~ 0/ ~iY. r,rK ~-, n [)_._~'.l,itl.~S1~~.~:~~;~.r,l~!~::2 

A fire that started at R-Y Timber in Livingston and injured two employees was accidental, ~1Ccording to the State Fire 

Marshal's Office. 

The State Fire Marshal's Office is assisting an investigation Into the cause and manner of the Livingston fire. A 

preliminary investigation has found the fire was accidental 1 according to a Montana Department of Justice 

spokesperson. 

Gallatin Countv aU.ort1(1i'.,..!.1:~ll~.:d in f(H'rnei· Hroa~iwat,~t Ce-untv rom!!._~_i_SS\Q.tl5:.!~~l~l:}•l~t (.Wf.·'.•!' 'malk:ious pr_gj';_§".,H!!LQn'.::: 

Bin,fJm,~n Chronid,; 

A former Broadwater County commissioner is suing the state, the Broadwater County attorney and Gallatin County 

Attorney Marty Lambert. 
According to the lawsuit, Swanson asked the Montana Department of Justice Division of Criminal Investigation to 

investigate the ex-county commissioner in 2015 after accusing her of requesting to be paid a salary higher than what's 

legally allowed, and for voting on items involving a nonprofit her husband worked for without disclosing a potential 

conflict of interest. 
An investigator from the Division of Criminal Investigation was assigned to the case, and flied to press criminal theft 

charges. A deferred prosecution agreement was hashed out in 2016, which required Obert to repay excess wages. 

Il!.'.H;:,!:ft~}lnn.~k~r~; le:>:1rn how to dei,1 \!',i!th i{ib-,~,1!;:1ted '.:~tJ,'~Vi ... imr.L!E.i'/!,.l(';'\;J •••• i{frPJ 

On Thursday, September 29, 2022, the non--profit agency T-6 provided training and education to law enforcement 

officers and other first"responders. 
The training in East Helena was offered to police, deputies, firefighters, EMTs, and others in cooperation with the 

Montana Highway Patrol. The agency is also working to create a peer-support network. 

Nor~proflt oHii'r:; ·frf:'~' rrn~nta! he-\ilth and nc:~Hk~t1tYJ1.'.1,ttllJ::Y< for fltst r<:~'.~pfmder:,; •• Mmlt,W~~ t~jgh~ No,M 

T-6 is a non-profit organization that focuses on mental health and officer resiliency in the first responder and military 

communities. 
It was developed to help law enforcement officers and first responders dealing with mental health or the stressors of 

the job. 
Helena, September 29•October 1, hosted by the Montana Highway Patrol 

MONTANA 
Ca~;cadr~ County sheriff bn:!ak.s.1,mJ!i1.~~;~U!.UJ.JY..~L'Fig;r1fon at i¼un show,,. Lue k{f~Y..~~ 

Cascade County Sheriff Jesse Slaughter on Saturday broke up an investigation carried out in apparent coordination 

between federal and Canadian authorities at a Great Falls gun show, saying those agencies had not contacted his office 

beforehand. 
Although state law does not require federal investigators to obtain approval from local law enforcement to conduct 

operations, the agents left the fairgrounds "reluctantly" and without issue. Slaughter hc.1s positioned himself <'!Sa 

"constitutional sheriff," which theorizes sheriffs are the lJltimate authority in their county - above local, state and 

federal officials - raising questions in this incident about possible friction between layers of law enforcement. 
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If there ~ere to be brownouts for NorthWestern Energy customers, let them be in Missoula 1 a conservative Montana 
Public Service Commissioner declared this week in a rambling speech that seemed to sttlrtle his peers as he declared, 
am(:>ng other things, that it was ttme for Montana's Republican officeholders to flex their political power. 
To be dear, NorthWestern Energy has never publicly suggested that brownouts were imminent, or informed regulators 
that it couldn't meet demand. But, Randy Pinnocci told fellow commissioners during a Tuesday meeting that the utility 
had confided in him that it was twke on the verge of brownouts in the last year. 

Stibstam.'.e abu<;;i:~ co,:1lition dev('l,!~P.lD.ii..nl~)bi!o crbis !'f~-:;pmisi: te,,rn ·- i)i!llng~, G,.17.t~H!~ 
A coalition of Billings community leaders said Thursday it is developing a mobile crisis response team to partner with 
police and others in situations where arrest and incarceration may not be the best alternative. 
The coalition, Substance Abuse Connect (SAC), includes leaders from schools, health care, law enforcement, dty and 
county government, treatment programs and others. 

NATIONAL 
Bidrn1 a(,!ministrntkrn ~,t;;*:,$ b:.:".!fk stud(:mt dnht nll1(~f for 1,iWlons ,,1ff1h.~ lf;-f.l'~~! coricern~ , POUllGJ 
The Biden administration is scaling back its debt relief program for millions of Americans over concerns about legal 
challenges from the student loan industry as well as a new laws,Jit from Republican-led states. In a reversal, the 
Education Department said on Thursday it would no longer allow borrowers who have federal student loans that are 
owned by private entities to qualify for the relief program. The administration had previously said those borrowers 
would have a path to receive up to $10,000 or $20,000 of loan forgiveness. The policy change comes as the Bid en 
<.'ldministration this week faces its first major legal challenges to the loan forgiveness program, which Republicans have 
railed against as an illegal use of executive power that is too costly for taxpayers . 

.9.Y:t~gurcl?d C(m3orship: Frnh U5f.~d 1::irh1at(, ~~·nt:ity to h~rK£.t.l:!.:.!.!.H£).J~~g:Lf9.fI~1n.<>~ts in 20:::tO I .lt1st The ~h\ws 
Aconsortium of four private groups worked with the departments of Homeland Security (OHS) and State to censor 
massive numbers of social media posts they considered misinformation during the 2020 election, and its members then 
got rewarded with millions of federal dollars from the Biden administration afterwards, according to interviews and 
documents obtained by Just the News. The Election Integrity Partnership is back in action again for the 2022 midterm 
elections, raising concerns among civil libertarians that a chHling new form of public-private partnership to evade the 
First Amendment 1s prohibition of government censorship may be expanding. 

Brands: blast Twitt~( for ,~d~~ n£>1\UO chHd pomographv aco:.mnts ! R~~uh•rs 
Some major advertisers including Dyson, Mazda, Forbes and PBS Kids have suspended their marketing campaigns or 
removed their ads from parts of Twitter because their promotions appeared alongside tweets soliciting child 
pornography, the companies told Reuters. DIRECTV and Thoughtworks also told Reuters late on Wednesday they have 
paused their advertising on Twitter. Brands ranging from Walt Disney Co (DIS.N), NBCUniversal (CMCSA.0) and Coca• 
Cola Co (KO.N) to a children's hospital were among more than 30 advertisers that appeared on the profile pages of 
Twitter accounts peddling links to the exploitative material 1 according to a Reuters review of accounts identified in new 
research about child sex abuse online from cybersecurity group Ghost Data. 

f(;':fhi;.i:£!.Lf:.~~~!J.'.t .. 9'ltLc.i:~i f{aC!i., Th~::mv Is a 'Rf:'";oun:e' To ''fra,u;form' Judi~Ji~fY.J.frtH::beacmJ:,(q.m} 
The federal district court of Rhode Island is slated to host a panel on critical race theory as a "resource" to "transform' 1 

the judiciary, the latest sign that a once-obscure legal theory has become mainstream among judges and lawyers. The 
panel, "Critical Race Theory: What It Is And What It ls Not," will take place in October during the court's 2022 
conference, "Racial and Social Justice in the Federal Courts. 11 Featuring three law professors, the session will "help us 
understand and transform the relationship between race and power through our work as attorneys and judges," 
according to the conference agenda. There do not appear to be any dissenting voices on the paneL AH three scholars­
Devon W. Carbado of UCLA School of Law, Osamudia James of UNC School of Law, and Angela Onwuachi-Willig, the 
dean of Boston University School of Law-are outspoken proponents of critical race theory, which claims, among other 
things, that ostensibly neutral laws perpetuate white supremacy. 
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T'-) ,, ,;i:11 ;~ .,. ., i.· ·r' ,., .. ,;·<> ••: ,.; ., '\•• ., ... ,.,., ~; ;,•· ,,q.,, ,.,, :,-... , ..... ;:,; f:'C"'}, .• ,, .... I ,,,·. All"'''·' ! ··1·•1. :• J"' ·; f'· ,-,.,,u,,.. 
-~}./·· '"·' ,.,., n,(\/()~.mr, , .• Oll.,,~(\,-h.VL f. ,.,f:/1.., , .. s!., .. t,,.~ .. :.1...:.::.!,t,;lLdJ:L.::'a ... 1,,Jl ,.,:11,,,nd,H .. S ··*·1:,1 ...... .J.LC ),J,11/ ,,,{,ti.,., 

The FBI is revoking the security clearances of conservative agents and retaliating against suspected whistleblowers, 

three House Republicans alleged in a Thlffsday letter. Republicans in both chambers of Congress have alleged 

widespread politicized misconduct in the FBI, most notably by a Washington, D.C., agent who investigated Hunter Biden. 

That agent, Timothy Thibault, resigned in August rather than face an internal review. Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley, the 

ranking member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, has said that whistleblowers have approached his office to report 

internal misconduct in the bureau's investigations into former President Donald Trump. The FBl is cracking down on 

suspected whistleblowers in response, Republican Reps. Jim Jordan of Ohio, Darrell Issa of California, and Mike Johnson 

of Louisiana alleged in a letter to FBI Executive Assistant Director Jennifer Leigh Moore. 

Emilee Cantrell 
Press Secretary 
Attorney Genenil Austin Knudsen, Montana Dt~partment of Justice 
406~444• 5 779 
En, il(!e.can trdlctPmW;Q~ 

CONFIDENTIAI..ITY NOTICE: Thi; ,mt,;11 Cllni,)ini: 111f,:,1m,1t:011 trnm ttie Mun1<111ci /.\Hc;·:·1(•!Y r:,:;,::11.,r;,1!\; l.)f'iit(! wh1d1 i,; COi1'fiifonti;"I ,11·11J1ilr p;ivils,g,1,1. Ii y"u ,1f,:) :ic,t 1!",f.• 
intencied recipifint. p!f~;.1:;~~ do nt,t dh1c1o~·~f\ copy. di~1tribut,'::; or ~.:se the C("J'lh~rrt, of tt·1i::~ i;·1~onn;llkJ:) F·Jh-~a~tr.::.· tto!Hy fftt:~ by it::h:i"n einaH ~~i·~~: (i~3l~~tr! HH::: infr:.ti·1 r1i:Hwn yGu 

H:,ciiiVs!(I iii 1-:rfr;ir irl'll'lh~l..11,,11.;ly. TMtll\ ;'01.1. 
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> 

Nerison; K~ler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

OOJ 

a 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Friday, April 1, 2022 10:05 AM 
David Ortley; DOJ Executive Team; Ekola, Buffy; Griffith, Jacob; Lansing, Alwyn; Longfield, 
Timothy; Pierson, Joshua; Stukaloff, Mary 
News Clips ,. 4/1/22 

Bti\11 lsrmes f'rnpos,:d Gra1.iog Oi::t:isij_m fo1' A!lotmGnts in Ph1!1ips County {t·W..lm~ TrAi•Yl 
On Wednesday, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) issued a proposed decision on a bison graiing proposal 
involving seven allotments in Phillips County held by American Prairie. 
Several State officials, including Attorney (5eneral Austin Knudsen and Governor Greg Gianforte, have been critical of the 
proposal, voicing concerns about cattle being displaced . 

.tY.l.9..!.mm,1 mit'th dealer sentGmC!-"~t~i to 4 ye;;,r~; in prh;onJlil:tllil 
A Clyde Park man was sentenced on Thursday to four years in prison, to be followed by five years of supervised release 
for dealing methamphetamine, according to U.S. Attorney Leif M. Johnson. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Jennifer S. Clark prosecuted the case, which was investigated by the Missouri River Drug Task 
Force and the Montana Highway Patrol. 

An m View: w~~kmning_r_i;t)1!&!\?£'}i.J~ont.mv! <lYQgi!~~i.Eb pop-up mdiibitf; (i·'k:>lena mi 
PreliminMy data from the state medical examiner shows that 21 people in Montana died from overdoses in 2021, up 
from the single digits from 2017 through 2020. Sheriff Leo Dutton said in February that there were four fentanyl-related 
deaths in Lewis and Clark County in the pdor month alone. 
According to Attorney General Austin Knudsen, fentanyl is the biggest threat to the state in terms of public health and 
violent crime. He expects to continue seeing larger seizures and more overdoses and is encouraging parents and 
guardians to make sure their children know how dangerous the drug can be . 

. ~_L.!Y.!J~ives initfa! approval to Am~•i·kan Praid~J?.!.~~9.!2 . .R!:bl?..Lt1.g.Q!,m (MTN Nnws) 
The U.S. Bureau of Land Management has given initial approval to a proposal to graze bison in north•central Montana. 
It's the latest step in a process that started five years ago - and it's likely not the end. 
American Prairie - a nonprofit formerly called American Prairie Reserve - proposed bison grazing on 63,065 acres of 
Bl.M land in Phillips County, south of Malta. The BLM's proposed decision, issued Wedne.sday, would allow bison, behind 
fences, on six of the seven areas the organization proposed. 

MONTANA 
fy'lo111ana's votin_g d.&bJ:~.vt1de, attt-H:!<, pane! te1!1,: t.ear,w: of Wnmt~n Voters O..t;'I;' Ng~§.1 
During a League of Women Voters of the Helena Area webinar on Montana 1s Constitution hitting the half-century mark, 
speakers warned listeners that the state's voting rights are under attack and if legal challenges to bills passed by the 
2021 Legislature fail, rt could pack a wallop at the polls. 
The League held a webinar Tuesday, "Montaha's Constitution at 50: Voting Rights Experts on Protecting Montanans' 
Right to Vote," which featured Jeremy Johnson, a Carroll College associate politic.,11 science professori Alex Rate, legal 
director with ACLU Montana; attorney Mike Meloy; and Keaton Sunchild, political director of Western Native Voice. 

Two nH,'n caught in pedo stinfUJl,!~ad g.t..1i!t~ fu~.t't'?l.~J 
Two Billings men caught in a pedophile sting last autumn pleaded guilty to child sex abuse charges this week. 
Abraham Francis Leroy Montez and Danny Allen Haydal admitted to counts of sexual abuse of children in Yellowstone 
County District Court on Wednesday and Thursday, respectively. They are the first guilty pleas of nine rne11 chMged in 
early November with responding to ads promotrng sex with children. 

AIVILMl\ ... lf·\I 1 
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Bi..M se~~ks lD b~•tt~.-de-finP r,:;e,K~tk div~;rsity :n Pryor l\i1oi_!nt;:~in wiid hcr$~S {Li:'>::~ Nt~l~isl 
In the wake of a 2018 lawsuit, the Bureau of Land Management is proposing changes to how it defines genetic diversity 

in the Pryor Mountain wild horse herd. 
Some of the herd have hereditary ties to Spanish breeds brought to North America in the 1500s. How to preserve that 

lineage, while also reducing the number of horses to meet management goals, has caused problems between the 

agency and horse advocates, 

Ea.tv)1.in~kn:&.tWn_on.th1.:,1Jp:-;wing {!V!~}o-tana hN~ Pn~<;;s; 

On March 15, state lawmakers in a joint meeting of two legislative committees briefly discussed significant growth in the 

number of students under the age of 5 who have been admitted to Montana's kindergarten classrooms in recent years. 

The meeting's chair, Rep. David Bedey, R-Hamilton, requested that the Montana Office of Public Instruction investigate 

further to determine whether those students are eligible for the state funding that districts are receiving for their 

instruction. 

Jlh?.~mi!.l:1f!S?1!51S..~~:LJ?]1'.l~J&Ji~\:'.~'.!!Ul!~S ~.H kf•~;, Mont~ na 's ({ i:1~"1;.:11: ~on n~s ponds LNQL!~(~~!JJ.ti:~f.)Lll 
Current gas prices in Montana are sitting at just over $4.09 a gallon, according to AAA. 

That's about 3% less than the national average of about $4.23, but Montanans are still feeling that burden at the pump. 

NATIONAL 
f'Bnl . .:inyl s.::•icl~rn~ in the US imn_p dr~1:ri::.1tio,lly Q'll~'N:,vl 
Illegally-made fentanyl mostly comes from Mexico, Drug cartels put fentanyl in counterfeit pills, often passing them off 

as Adderall, hydrocodone or Percocet, Even in small i:1rnounts, it can be deadly, 

'U npn:~C"!d~". rd:~,.•d': (onsHnhrUw~· Lxtl'{Yi.'~f.:Lf~t::,l5,!.£E~D ... ~~Q.i;m1H.B.t~:, d fJfo n To D i-:;aed it (! a!T! ,Kt, Thm'Ib).2.JP i:~ fl v Cl n ~;, r} 

Conservative attorneys slammed Democratic lawmakers' attempts to pressure Justice Clarence Thomas into recusing 

himselffrom certain cases over his wife's political activism. 
Democrats in Congress sent a letter to the Supreme Court urging Thomas to recuse himself from cases involving Jan. 6 

and efforts to overturn the 2020 election after The Washington Post published texts from Thomas' wife, Virginia "Ginni" 

Thomas. She reportedly accused Democrats of attempting a "heist" and said "Do not concede" in messages to former 

White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows in the days after the 2020 election, 

Heti;.ib1kan 5f..-n;:itrn·s Dernan~J J\n,!;wer'i-~~bOl.r(J;~~:g1;tI\L'.:~l~;~~S~.!:J,lPt To Canri~! night·le,:irdng N,>.W'!; N!t!~yor.k ,91\N (lh~.> 

fcd( 1,r,:tli:,,ti 

A pair of top Senate Republkil ns a re demanding answers from AT&T after a subsidiary of the telecom giant announced 

plans to drop One America News Network (OAN) from its satellite service by April. 
"We write to you with grave concern for the future of journalism and political dlscourse in America," wrote Sens. Mike 

Lee of Utah and Chuck Grassley of Iowa earlier this month. The pair of GOP lawmakers outlined potential personal 

interests in the decision from one member of AT& T's board of directors. He also holds a financial stake in Dominion 

Voting Systems, which is suing OAN for its coverage of the 2020 election: 

Emilee Cantrell 
PrPss Sccn~l:ary 

Attotncy General Austin Knudsen, Montana Dcparlrnent of Justic:P 

406-444-5779 
En1H~!l!, cantrdl@l11 t.¥,9.X 
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CONFl()f.NTIAUTY NOTICE: H1h, ern,,il G()l'11'ai:·1s 1nk,nrn,1t1on f'r'o:Tl !!'if1 IV!Un!,-1n,11-\Hrirrtf!V Ci:)n(!r.;il',, 0!1'ic:-(:~ wl·ii(;h ii,, C(mfide,·;t;,,l ::'tnd/or p;-i111i(;(;er1 tf you .:1r,·! 11(){ il':fi 
ln!en,JrHi 1\)(:,ir:ii(lrll, pl,!;;;!,'< d(.l riot clic1clo:;,,i, ,.',()PV, ci1(1tribut,', Of 1.11;(, 1i-1e C(:nt,:nt,i of thi\,. ;nfo1:n,.10(HI. l''i('r,:g,,) nD1ity rn(-1 I.Jy re/1,1,·n ,,irn,iil :iniJ c:i,,ls'!t,~ th!, tnf·onnal:k11'1 \l<)\.I 
l'(,\(ki\/(2(1 In (,)([()I" imnwir.Ji.;.tt,,!y. Ttwn~. YOll. • 

AMLHICAN 
PVERSIGHT 



MT-AG-22-0522-A-000034

Nerison, Kyler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

DOJ 

••• ii 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 10:18 AM 
DOJ Executive Team 
News Clips - 3/15/22 

77 

NBC Montana: tvkint;.ma .~t!:om(','V gc•rn:~f~d sig,rnL.!?..!.'.!Jg 1111,:rn1ing k~ttf:'r fol' Dire(rV 
Thursday, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton -- along with Montana's AG Austin l<nudsen and the AGs of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri and South Carolina•·· sent a letter to DirecTV CEO Bill Morrow. 
In an email, a spokesperson for Knudsen's office said, "DirecTV's announcement to not renew its contract with One 
America News Network seemed to be based on a desire to silence a certain viewpoint. It's no secret that the media are 
overwhelmingly liberal. Attorney General Knudsen believes Montanans deserve a diversity of voices in their news." 

Helena IR: Ovm .J dau!1, fik~ for cotmty o(ftc~~z., G<1U~het bows from reelf~etion 
Charles Lane, Kevin Downs and Daniel Gu.zynski all filed for election to the county attorney office now held by Gallagher. 
He did not seek reelection this term after serving in the position for nearly 20 years. Lane and Downs are both deputy 
county attorneys for Lewis and Clark County and Guzynski is chief of the Montana Attorney General Office's Prosecution 
Services Bureau. 
"If elected again, I'd take the oath at the age of 69 and I just don't want to commit to staying on the Job until I'm 73,'' 
Gallagher said Monday in an email. "I know all the candidates and work with them about every day. I don't plan to 
endorse anyone as I think any of them could do the job. 11 

MONTANA 
lee News: J.:i"J'.i.gd to file for offiu~ dns~,s lri M{)r1t<H\i1,..,!:'.,{.GhJJtHnernus ra;c,es going unom:ms~•d 
The period for candidates to get their name on the ballot closed Monday evening, setting the scene for this year's 
midterm ellections. 
For the first time in nearly three decades, Montanans will be picking representatives for two spots in the U.S. House. 
That came after the 2020 U.S. census determined the state had grown enough in population to regain the se,;1t lost in 
the 1990s. The newly drawn western district will feature busy prim.iries with nine candidates: five Republicans and three 
Democrats, as well as a Libertarian. 

Billings Gazette: Public Service C,,rrn·nisr,;hH'l.fJU!-$ he3!!_pa_ e3rly 
A barnburner of a Republican primary has taken shape in the few days that Montana's secretary of state was able to 
certify candidates for the Montana Public Service Commission. 
District 5 and District 11 which include much of the Hi-Line and northeast Montana, were in limbo as a lawsuit over the 
unconstitutional population differences ln the PSC districts played out. A federal court decided the matter last week with 
a new map that brought the districts into compliance with the one-person, one-vote rule of the 14th Amendment. 

Montana Free Press: Cnnt;r(•s~;iomd n:ic~"~' up ,,md .. rw·1ni,~1g 
Candidates running for seats in the U.S. House of Representatives have officially filed their requisite paperwork as of 5 
p.m. Monday, bringing the tally of active candidates up to nine Republicans, six Democrilts, four Libertarians and one 
Independent. 
The contenders are almost equally divided between Montana's two congressional districts. Incumbent Republican Rep. 
Matt Rosendale, from Glendive, js running in the eastern district, which includes Lewis and Clark, P,;1rk and Yellowstone 
counties. He faces challenges from Republicans Kyle Austin, James Boyette and Charles A. Walking Child. The eastern 
district's Democratic candidates are Penny Ronning, Mark Sweeney and Skylar Williams. Gary Buchanan is the sole 
Independent candidate in the eastern district. The Libertarian candidates are Sam Rankin; Roger Roots and Samuel 
Thomas. 

h1v1~ 1 11'-..lr\ '\J 
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Montana Free Press: Who\ !'Oi"n-dng frn· the l\llor!1::~K!.i:t1:i:Zi'i.:\.irUtrt:'~ this \,'.•'<'\~ 

The biennial scramble for control of the Montana Legislature got its official start Monday with the state's candidate fiHng 

deadline. 
In total, 283 Montanans, 84 of them incumbents seeking re-election to their current seats, are angling for a chance to 

represent constituents as citizen legislators. 

"Our message is winning. We've seen over the past year that Montana is better under Republican leadership, stronger 

under Republican leadership,'' said Montana GOP Cornmunicatlons Director Alden Tonkay. "We're very confident in our 

message and our candidates." 

MTN News: P✓iont,w,a ,;,:1:'HlicL,.l'I:(! hiing_d~);,;~:~-~~L_um ('~h1,:tk,n ;-;~(.es ,;~:•!: 

The candidate filing deadline for Montana's 2022 elections has passed, and we're now getting a full, official picture of 

who's running, 
The two·month window for candidates to file with the Montana Secretary of State's Office closed at 5 p.m. on Monday. 

They reported 40 people filed on the last day. At the final count, 287 people filed to run for the Montana Legfslature, 

with another 46 in the other state races on the ballot. 

KULR8: l\,~::·mt;;na'~ 11nmnployroent ratf) icwmst ~~vr:,· in r::1n. ~u22: 

Montana's unemployment rate reached a record low of 2.7% in January 2022, the governor announced. 

A release from Gov. Greg Gianforte's office said the unemployment rate :shrunk .2% from December 2021's adjusted 

rate. Montana ranks the fifth lowest unemployment rate in the country. 

KPAX: C'lr thefts dsh)f; ln Hif!ing,:,; poke ,:;tnigg!,,, tt) kt:i~p_Hp 

The issue isn't new~ Billings ranked 15th in the nation for auto theft rate in 2017, according to the National Insurance 

Crime Bureau, and rose to 8th in 2020. 
The difference now is because of the rise in more high-profile crimes in the city, prosecuting those criminals, let alone 

recovering your car, is getting harder and harder. 

NBC Montana: L;~wrnalWr:5.5tH:i CD( over <',idi1w n1,.E;k rnand.1tcs 

A group of 16 U.S. lawmakers is suing the CDC over airline mask mandates, 

Among them is Montana's lone U.S. House Rep. Matt Rosendale. 

The group filed suft on Monday to block the mask requirement for commercial airline travel. 

Last week, the Transportation Security AdministrcJtion extended masks on commercial flights until April 18. 

NATIONAL 
U.S. should revh:~v.1 drugmakers' .. ~pioid S{~ttk:>)112n.L!illf.hnt,~ks -Hm,s+.~ mme! i Beutq_rs 

The U.S. Justice and Treasury Departments should review the tax deductions four drugmakers made related to their $26 

billion opioid settlement, the U.S. House Oversight and Reform Committee said in a statement on Monday. The 

lawmakers, in a letter dated March 10, asked the departments to examine the tax breaks taken by Cardinal Health Inc., 

McKesson Corp., AmerisourceBergen Corp and Johnson &Johnson, 

0/\N $um;J?.J.u!,(I.~~l.1'.:'!JJ£.([for dmr~ping its p,s:~-Trnmo pr(l.P.~:Ri:D.:13~.sh,~nm~! {msnbi:.rom) 

One America News, the conspiratorial TV network for conservatives, flied a lawsuit last week against DirecTV and AT&T 

over the companies' decision this year to drop the network from their cable packages. The lawsuit seeks $1 billion in 

damages from DirecTV and its majority owner, AT&T. Lawyers for OAN said the two media companies used "unchecked 

influence and power'' to ''unlawfully destroy an independent, family-run business and impede the right of American 

television viewers to watch the news media channels and programs of their choice." 

ftlJ:t?~.!!~illlii.§.!J!.]<:':d JS il!eg;,! immiF.;raUon on bon:l.~ty~~t&Jn febru-:HY •· Washin!".ton Time~ 
The number of illegal immigrants nabbed at the southern border rose in February as single adult Mexicans poured into 

the country at their highest rate in years, according to new Homeland Security data released Tuesday. All told, Customs 
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and Border Protection tallied 164,973 encounters with unauthoriied migrants last month, up about 7% compared to 
January. Ofthose nabbed, 71,210 were Mexican. That's up more than 40% compared to just a couple of months ago. 

s,~~id1 Ambia {:-rmsidi::"rs Acc~~Ning Yi:,:in inste~H,1 o!: Do!l,i~rs .. -f~)r .. G'd~·ws,e ()d Sa1.is •·· WSJ 

Saudi Arabia is in active talks with Beijing to price its some of fts oil sales to China in yuan, people familiar with the 
matter said, a move that would dent the U.S. dollar's dominance of the global petroleum market and mark another shift 
by the world's top crude exporter toward Asia. The talks with China over yuan•priced oil contracts have been off and on 
for six years but have accelerated this year as the Saudis have grown increasingly unhappy with decades-old U.S. security 
commitments to defend the kingdom, the people said, 

Whit1:< lfot~s~, draft:> iikT ok .st,.in, t() bbrnu.~ Putli) fnr ri~lr.Yt~.&~15 p;•ir.:~J~U .. t.QJi}:.Hi~ne~,s 

The Biden administration tapped teenage TikTok influencers last week to coordinate messaging on Russia'~ invasion of 
Ukraine and blame Vladimir Putin for rising gas prices, according to a recording of a call between White House officials 
and the social media stars. Days later, Ellie Zeiler, and 18-year-old with more than 10 million followers on TikTok, posted 
a video in which she aimed to answer the question, "Why is gas so expensive?'' Zeiler was one of 30 TikTok stars to 
attend a March 10 Zoom meeting with White House officials and National Security Council staffers, the Washington Post 
reported last week. She posted her video Sunday. 

tvh follows Ubif:>r in adding t,?HlpOor.W,f gas ~,r.m.::h;:,rg,:>. for ddr.m; scn~!£:.ff.:m1 
Lyft is adding a temporary surcharge on its rides to help drivers de<;1I with surging gas prices, the company said Monday. 
Lyft said the fees will go to drivers, who are in charge of filling up their own tanks. The company did not provide further 
details on how much more riders can expect to pay. 8lJt rideshare drlvers have become upset with the rising gas prices, 
which take away from their earnings. Some have called on Uber and Lyft to ease the burden, while others have 
threatened to quit. 

jyl,mchin w~m 1t Svppm·t R,,~skfn for thP F~~fli,~rni R~•sen.1e ··· Th(~ N~~w Y1:1d-i; ·n.rmL'i,.lt!.~lI~ml":~"-(Cm:tj 
Senator Joe Manchin Ill, a key centrist Democrat, announced on Monday that he would not support Sarah Bloom Raskin 
for a top position on the Federal Reserve, potentially dooming her chances for confirmation as Republicans show little 
appetite for placing a supporter of stricter bank regulation into the powerful role. Without Republican support in the 
evenly divided Senate, Democrats need all SO senators who caucus with their party to vote in favor of Ms, Raskin for her 
to become the Federal Reserve's vice chair for supervision. Republicans have so far stonewalled her nomination in 
committee, raising concerns about her position on dimate regulation and her work in the private sector. 

H;:1df,K,f /~m,,)ripns Doubt lfafan wm Run irj 202.4, WS.J Po~l $hows•· W5) 

President Biden enters this year's midterm el~ctions with roughly half of Americans doubting he wfl! seek re-election in 
2024, with some citing the toll of the office on the country's oldest president as the nation ls facing a pandemic, high 
inflation and Russia's war with Ukraine. A new Wall Street Journal poll found that 52% of Americans don't think Mr. 
Biden will run for re,election in two years, while 29% do expect him to pursue a second term. Nineteen percent are 
undecided about hls future, Among Democrats, 41% said they think Mr. Blden will run again, while 32% s,;1id they didn't 
think he would. The poll found 26% of those Democrats unsure. 

StaH' Df:~p,~rtmi;'nt ~,1gret.-~~. to_s~mp~y :!:fu.nw~~·-Bid8n ,~m<liH5 tn f'.fow York nm.;•; 1 1,Va,;hington Lx.arninH 

A lawyer for the New York Times said Friday said the newspaper reached an agreement with the State Department to 
supply correspondence mentioning Hunter Biden and others tied to his business dealings. A Friday court filing 
announced the development, p.:lrt of a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit seeking the records. David McCraw, who is 
representing the New York Times, informed the judge that the State Department said it started identifying records as 
part of the request and agreed to hand over the first batch of records April 28. 

Emilee Cantrell 
Press Secretary 
Attc.mwy Gf~n(~rnl Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice 
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406-444-5779 
Emilee.cantrdl@r.nt.gov 

CONFIOF-NTIALITY NOTICE·. Tri::, ii,·:·1,1:l ,:onl,,lim, intor:·nN1O:1fron11.:·:,J Mo,:t,1,·,11 /\U,1rney Gsi,·1<)r,il's ()Ilic,, wh1c.l\ 1s (;c,nf1cJt::nlk::I an1j/0f privilf!q;~rJ. ii' yt):: ~rt,: r!ol lh1, 
intended fecrpient. pf~~~S-!~ tio noi dt:~eJo;::.(~. c.::1.>py. dis.tf'ibi},:) IJf' u~-;r:~ tr.e o.~r~1.l~.n~.3 \Jf thi~; inf(,nn.=~tk,n. Plt!l".i~;,e nc.,tify :ne by return -en1ai! ;3j1l.i d~!l-Bi•~ !h~.: infofn)rJlion you 
n~o=-iv;:1d i11 error icrnr1ediateiy. Thank yo1..1. 
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Nerison~ Kyler 
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To: 
Subject: 

DOJ 

• 
Cantrell, Emllee 
Wednesdi.iy, March 16, 2022 9:55 AM 
DOJ Executive Team 
News Cllps - 3/16/22 

NBC Montana: M~m convicted ln deput>.i's rmm:lf~r to fa(>::! ptis()n Urm'.i 
The Attorney General4s Office says the Montana Department of Justice successfully argued to send Barrus to prison 

rather than the state hospital. 
"I'm proud that our DOJ prosecutors helped hold this dangerous criminal accountable for his actions and put him in 

prison where he belongs. Throughout this trial our team has been committed to finding justrce for Broadwater County 

Deputy Mason Moore, his family, and all victims involved. I'm glad the court agreed with us and made the right decision 

today/' Attorney General Austin Knudsen said in a statement. 

MTN News: t-h:!f.:na judge rule~• on !lam.is ment;,;J statg 

A state district judge has ruled the defense for Lloyd Barrus, the man convicted in the 2017 killing of Broadwater County 

Deputy Mason Moore, did not meet the burden for him to be ruled "guilty but mentally ill." 
"I'm proud that our DOJ prosecutors helped hold this dangerous criminal accountable for his actions and put him in 

prison where he belongs. Throughout this trial, our team has been committed to finding justice for Broadwater County 
Deputy Mason Moore, his family, and all victims involved. I'm glad the court agreed with us and made the right decision 

today," said Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen in a statement. 

Lee News: Updated: J!.ifil.:.rfil.,22..~H.:ti;Uor prison 1n Brn;~dw,Jt.t,r Countv r.k~putv•~ sj2yj_:jg 
Aman convicted in the shooting death of Broadwater County Deputy Mason Moore in 2017 will be sentenced to the 

Montana State Prison instead of spending more time at the Montana State Hospital. 
That's the bottom line of a judge's ruling, finding Tuesday that Lloyd Barrus was paranoid in the days leading up to the 

crimes but could understand the criminality or wrongfulness of his actions. 

KULR8: MHP honor'> ·rrom.i,~r Wade Palrner· on 3 y,~,u-.t,i·10,)t!nj.;3mn/v1,~n;;~rv 

lt 1s been three years since Montana Highway Patrol Trooper Wade Palmer was ambushed and shot multiple times. 

In the late hours of March 15th 2019, MHP Trooper Palmer was trying to chase down a homicide suspect when the 

ambush happened. 

KGVO: MMP Honors Hf.ll'0it.Trcio[lflr on_ Third Armh.if!rsary of 'fragic Sr1<.mtirig 

It was early in the morning 3 years ago when the world got flipped upside down for Montana Highway Patrol trooper 

Wade Palmer. After checking on a vehicle on Evaro Hill, Trooper Palmer was ambushed by a gunman who shot Palmer 

multiple times in the head, neck, and face. Though his injuries were severe, Trooper Palmer managed to survive. 

Helena IR: ..... o_o_;_n_;,~_n_,i,_ts_n~":'_· V1_1 _st_·a_tf_." _fi_n_-1 _rr_1.:1_i_s!~1,~\LfhJS:J.1n1~fi1S.•].! .. :9JD.~!:'.L 
Dirk Johnson has been appointed to be the state fire marshal and Dr. Walter l<emp is the state's new chief medical 

examiner, according to a Tuesday press release from the state Department of Justice. 
"I'm proud to promote two expertenced employees to head two very important offices at the Montana Department of 

Justice," Attorney General Austin Knudsen said in the release. "I'm confident that they will continue to embody our 

commitment to public safety in their new roles." 
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Montana Attorney General Austin Knudsen has joined with five other attorneys general to warn DirecTV: Keep One 
America News Network or suffer the blowback of Donald Tr~1mp supporters and other conservatives who will likely drop 
the service because of its decision to drop the far-right netwotk sometime next month. 

Montana Standard: 'W(:.'n:~ n~-~SLiLt~! .. rnll;_'. g~"rae\ ,re.;:,rim~!dP fr,\!' St. P,:rt,kk'~: Dav 
He will have extra crews working on St. Urho's Day on Wednesday, March 16. There will also be additional help from the 
Montana Highway Patrol, with an additional traffic enforcement unit on the streets and on the nearby interstate. 

KXLF: Butt,=: polk~" {nq:i,:cl. big crnwd 'f{ir St. P:,H~·k(.(',; !k~v p.iH'i!de 

The Montana Highway Patrol will be on the lookout for intoxicated drivers. They will also assist Butte police with walking 
patrols through Uptown in groups of seven to eight officers. Police find these walking patrols un quickly defuse a tense 
situation. 

Bo:zeman Daily Chronicle: Lrn:,:1! and ~:.t:,~t~-. h~w -cnfr,n:f::•trH~nt w,r:.rn of ho,11'<ing tf.~rH;;ii ',1:,-;n1~; 

State Attorney General Austin Knudsen recently sent out an email warning of an uptick in different kinds of scams across 
the state, including rental scams, pet scams and ammunition and firearm scams. 
11Always be on high alert for scammers trying to rip you off through deceptive websites and marketing practices," 
Knudsen stated in the email. 11Always remember that if it seems too good to be true, it probably is. Trust your gut." 

MONTANA 
Lee News: .Hrn Brnwn, h~~;id ,A: PS<;,. __ n.JP,nin_g_ for_'.~t:-::ite_s~.1_;;:rcmc,,,Court 
Jim Brown, the president of the Montana Public Service Commission, has entered the race for a seat on the Montana 
Supreme Court. 
Brown1s campaign is against Justice Ingrid Gustafson's bid for re-election and challenger Mike McMahon, a district court 
judge in Lewis and Clark County. 
uThe reason I'm running for this position is because folks from Montana reached out to me in the last several weeks 
after seeing who had filed for the Supreme Court and asked me to consider running," Brown said Tuesday. That 
included, Brown said, his clients, colleagues, friends, district court judges and trade associations. 

Montana Free Press: S>'.~v1m.B.,rubJic,m~ twn Dmmi-r.:rnts n.,~mlng for tv,;u Pubfa: :Sen1ii;f: Coinmh'.•;k~n 'iecits 
Seven Republicans and two Democrats have filed to campaign for the two seats coming open on Mont,rna's Public 
Service Commission, the five-member body that reg\Jlates investor-owned utility companies with captive customer 
bases. 
Two Republicans, K. Webb Galbreath of Browning and Ario Christianson of Great Falls, filed to run against District 1 
incumbent commissioner Randy Pinocci, a Republican from Sun River whose district spans 22 counties. Republicans 
Derek Skees, Joe Dooling, Ann Bukacek and Dean Crabb, and Democrats Kevin Hamm and John Repke are running in 
District S, which includes lewis and Clark, Flathead, Lake and Teton counties. 

The Western News: J .. ibb_y M1oks :3,r,.r; t.:ii,; Km rncreational 1n;:~rii1.1ana 

Libby city coundlors last week formally petitioned the Lincoln County Board of Cornmis5ioners to pursue an additional 
3% local tax on recreational marijuana sales. 
The unanimous March 7 vote to send the request followed mtJted debate among city councilors. County commissioners 
now must decide whether to put the extra tax before voters ln an upcoming election. 

KULR8: f\:'.l..l:,t'LlE .. .Astlt.(~t;,iJ,tfU[J:,•cot:;nln}d ,b i::m1.''. o! USA Tndav' ,,, \i\!(mwn nf Hi,2 Y1.,•c1r 
Today Cheryl Horn -- aunt of Selena not afraid is being recognized by USA Today as one of their women of the year. An 
advocate for missing and murdered indigenous women - Cheryl says, "it's not about her, but for those lost voices that 
need to be heard. 
It started in 2018 when her niece - Tristan Grey - was killed in a hit and run - and no one was ever charged with the 
crime. 

f-\lVI[ nlv/-\1 
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Accordinij to a release from both of the organirntions, they requested several documents in November 2021 of 
discussions between Gov. Gianforte and Hecli;I Mining Corporation. Additionally, the organizations requested records of 
11tht>, Gianforte Administration's influence over the enforcement of the 'Bad Actor' case filed against Hecla and Baker in 
2018, which was dismissed last summer," 

NATIONAL 

L~!.E.!::~~JJ..ftD§J.Q!2,~ .. i1t1tJ;~J::~thf.ff n but' dH rose to :l. GS ,MG i ,1 F ~: bru ,i ry. l'1"'!0,::1\.\/Ji!!1EJ.£.i:i.\?.S!J.L~UJN.i!?J:i1L\Eton FJ~a rn i n,.ir 
The number of migrants stopped by authorities at the southern border increased from January to February despite the 
slowdown in arrivals that historically unfolds in the winter months, according to government data released Tuesday, Last 
month, U.S. border officials working along the southern border enco~rntered illegal immigrants 164,973 times, a 7% 
increase from 153,941 the previous month, according to U.S. Customs and Border Protection. The February figure is 
more than four times the 36,687 seen in February 2020, prior to the start of the coronavirus pandemic. 

YflJ..g,L~~l~!l!Li~liH~.~-.. ~'M 1.0% in F*_!bnmry, htgh~~st l(~v*~i on ~~.'_s;pt·cl I _r_(~X Bp$!.n£~.5. 
Wholesale prices accelerated again in February as strong consumer demand and pandemic-related supply chain snarls 
continued to fuel the highest inflation in decades. The Labor Department said Tuesday that its producer price index, 
which measures inflation at the wholesale level before it reaches consumers, surged 10% in February from the year-ago 
period. On a monthly basis, prices grew by 0.8%- a slight slowdown from January, when the gauge spiked by 1.2%. 

Senate passes bill th;~~ wix1ld m.1!.k Do:w!ight s.wing Time p~~rn,am:,nt - CNNPalitks 
The Senate on Tuesday passed a measure that would make Dciylight Saving Time permanent across the United States. 
The Sunshine Protection Act passed the chamber by unaninious consent. The bill would still need to pass the House and 
be signed by President Joe Biden to become law. If the measure clears Congress and is signed lnto law, it would mean no 
more falling back every year in the fall. CNN has reached out to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's office for comment on 
when or if the House will take up the bill and did not immediately receive a response. 

S(mate v,)t{~s to nix m,~sk m,m,fau~ i'or pvblic tr.:11·H,oortahon ! TrwHi!i 
Senators voted 57·40 on the resolution, which would reduce Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC} 
require.ments that most people wear masks on public transportation, including trains, airplanes and buses. The bill was 
introduced by Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.), and Democratic Sens. Michael Bennet (Colo.), l<yrsten Sfnema (Ariz.), Jon Tester 
(Mont.), Mark Kelly (Ariz.), Joe Manchin (W.Va.}, Catherine Cortez Masto (Nev.), Jacky Rosen (Nev.) and Maggie Hassan 
(N.H.) each voted for it Sen. Mitt Romney (R,Utah) was the only GOP senator to vote against the resolution. 

§J::!!;!,[gi{! h~wm_;:~t~QL~_f.f~l<)w nodd<i to :advancd.':' H{?pubfin,n--bad<.r!d bin w e«.)!ke ehH:ti!!!:!.1UJ.l.~LYt~1.rn 
Republican lawmakers in Georgia on Tuesday advanced a bill expanding law enforcement's power to investigate election 
fraud, adding to the push by U.S. conservatives for more restrictive voting laws after former President Donald Trump's 
false claims that the 2020 election was rigged. Georgia's new measure would grant the Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
(GBI) statutory authority, and subpoena power, to investigate election fraud. Under current law, claims of voting 
irregularities i;lre initially investigated by the state elections board or the secretary of state's office. 

il!19.!P..£J:..P.!:~JL£.los,ls Amerir.:,:H15: D(Hl'i Want SPxua! Orii,•ntati()l1. GN'!ON ldi~ntity In nit:_J,t~~~gQQffl FQt.J(v2 Gt,~dr:.1 rs I Thi~ 
Daily Wirf~ 

Polling conducted by POLITICO and Morning Consult found that 37% of Americans strongly support bans like Florida's 
highly controversi,~I HB 1557, which states that ''classroom instruction by school personnel or third parties on sexual 
orientation or gender identity may not occur in kindergarten through grade 3 or in a manner that is not age appropriate 
or developmentally appropriate for students in accordance with state standards." Of Americans polled, 13% said they 
somewhat support, 11% said they somewhat oppose, 23% said they strongly oppose, and 15% said they don't have an 
opinion. 

~fgh .. ~ri rdugees ~n US to r,;'ceivf.~ t1;~nipor:u~~J.!I.21~?,~.:1~flf.~S.~!!:'1L.l:\f.:l.{.J;i~½'.:~ .. IB.fl::.~_QD:tl 
Afghan refugees in the United States will be allowed to stay for at least 18 months under temporary protected staws, 
the government said Wednesday, a move that will help some of the thousands who arrived following the chaotic 

/-\Iv,._, ,vt I 
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American withdrawal from their country. 

The Afghans must <;1lready be in the U.S. and pass a background check to qualify for the program, which is intended to 

help thousands who were evacuated to the U.S. under a short-term status known as humanitarian parole as their 

country fell to the Taliban. 

'Th G P ; .. ~bi i c ~ll'V ~:~ ~b!.~; t, ~ ~::, ,t.tillS~ ; t F ~ n d :\ f.J (~ ~i'iJ ·v ft r' ~-tJ ~-, d ~-~ r ~:: o ~,.,, n t '=~ d ~\} \.~ fli.Lng.,,!J~~t0.)!J~ [) !:'~· i1 th~~ ,, t ~-~ ~] tl~ o Tried "f fL .. ~3~.!t,!tL1lfL1 .. ~Ib.~~ 

O::iHy C~ller 
The New York State Department of Health undercounted the number of COVID-19 related nursing home deaths by more 

than 4,000 while Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo was in office, according to an audit released Tuesday. State 

Comptroller Thomas P. Di Napoli released the audit, which showed nursing home deaths were undercounted between 

April of 2020 and February of 2021 by 4,071. A total of 13,147 deaths occurred during that time but just 9,076 were 

reported. 

Emilee Cantrell 
Ptess Secretary 
Attorney Gem~ral Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of JusticP 
406-444,-5779 

Emilet•.cantndl<.'!.>m t.3ov 

CONFIDENT1Al..lTY N(HICE:: lt,it, EefM!II ,:anhlil1\l 1nformr:tion 'fr,xn 11·1,~ Mor,tar1,, A!lG111,,y 0,11'1(1r;:l'1,, Oi'fl;;iI whid1 ii, i.:oniitJ,:,n!ial ,1ncllor privilii\lf.i(!. I( YiJI.I ;lm 111.)! tlw 

iriten(1ed r(,cipim1t pli),!!;ts. d1:i n:lt (fa;elot;,), CCJf)Y. c1i~tril)ule or u,,(:: 1k•. conlent~i ot t.hi:0• ini,.imi;:_1/i,in. 1''li)i211:,:• notity rm: b\1 return ,,m,~il ,:m:J d,•iE::I,·: mi., 1niorm,1li)tl y,)u 

receivc>d in erm1 irrnnNli~t,,ly. l'llilnk you. 
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Nerison, K~ler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

DOJ 

······--······-····· 
Cantrell, Emilee 
Tuesday, February 8, 2022 10:34 AM 
DOJ Executive Team 
News Clips 2/8/22 

OAN: O,m B;:,!I W/ AG l{rn,ld$,,,n, Ty~·,:H'mk;~) COVH) ~VL~t,1d,~_n_:,;g,. 

Montana free Press: !:J~~~:tl'on uin-1~~> aneg£~~jtJJ2J:vWps (m.i.nty 
Secretary of State Christi Jacobsen's office issued two separate press releases late last week, both containing inaccurate 
information about alleged election crimes in Phillips County, situated along the Hi-Line, during the 2021 municipal 
election there. 
last week's releases also attributed the information about the alleged election crimes to the Phillips County Sheriff's 
Office. Lytle, however, told MTFP on Monday that he has not spoken to Jacobsen or her staff about the situation, but 
noted that her office left a message with his staff for him on Friday. In response to questions emailed by MTFP Monday 
about the allegatjons and the press releases' inaccuracies, Richie Melby, Jacobsen's communications director, wrote, 
"we published the information based on reports our omce received from the Montana Attorney General's Office, and 
have updated the information based on reports we h;;ive received since." 

Fairfield Sun Times: Poiin:~ bk,tt.;1r.: Bmgl.:iry nr; nrngn,~ss; m·rpsts; on ·w,,1rr;;111t~::; fokmy ~\~S~Hii·~ {op!(~ng,i,n md,il_bO)HlSJ,~as 
tank damagf.:•d 

All three arrests listed below were from the Montana Highway Patrol: Joshua Paul Hurrle, 42, of Butte was booked just 
after midnight Monday for misdemeanor driving under the influence. Jailed at around 3:30 a.m. Saturday was Johnny 
Victor Maurice Van Mee I, 57, of Butte for the misdemeanor offenses of driving underthe influence, no liability insurs nee 
in effect, and driving with a suspended or revoked driver's license. Just after 2 .rn. Saturday, Jenny Rebecca Ensley, .32, of 
Butte was jailed for misdemeanor driving under the influence. 

Montana State News Bureau: Td,l~),~?t)i.,,dim,itt~.ch;)r}f;f! lillw~)~;it ~mx1ght by Montc~na youth.'S 

Atrial date has been set in a lawsuit filed by 16 young Montanans against the state government over concerns of policies 
they say favor fossil fuels and lecid to climate change. 
The trial is set for Feb. 6, 2023, in Lewis and Clark County District Court. 

E&E News: Mont. kicb,' dimah., r.;a:sP l'n,w bf' fir:;t to .,m tot.fa! 

The 16 challengers in Held v. State of Montana filed suit in March 2020, calling on the courts to declare the state's 
energy policies unconstitutional. Dlstrict Judge Kathy Seeley last August rejected Montana's attempt to stop the case 
from proceeding to trial. 

MTN News: ta.wsuit~~itJ1;;i!t pr~i'p~~JlY.:~til?Lms;!J1!1:.!\t.~,IH:>~J'.ld be diM"'lfr;;!~,,id,_5pGn~;m a,gum 
A legal attempt to delay signature-gathering for a proposed 2022 constitutional initiative to limit residential property 
taxes in Montana is based on "unserious arguments" made by ''unserious people'' and should be dismissed, a supporter 
of the initiative said in court late last week. 

MONTANA 
The Western News: Cuffrt malrnt fiti.·ii,bid for Ht1!i$n.i 

He also said he has heard increasingly rnore concern about illegal border crossings in the West Kootenai ares of the 
county. He is worried that too many federal agents are pulled away from the county to patrol the U.S.-Mexico border, 
leaving law enforcement here short staffed and stretched thin. At the same time, Cuffe believes that cartels have 
discovered Lincoln County and identified it as a soft spot for entry. 

r\lVIL I llVr\l 
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Having already spoken with state Attorney General Austin Knudsen regarding the issue, he is prepared to raise it at the 

Legislature's upcoming session. 

Lee Newspapers· 2 °1,.:rnps (cw,~r r·'-'<;ide'T'·" ·-h;:i•'•.T•~tl '\d~~ f··i'•·j·N./jn,.r ,,o~-~-•·· •"p,~•i~•-~~,tkirY .. _ t ,1 • _ ... • ,.'J 't- ..•• ...,J ~' .. ~~. " • -~r ,L, l-.J !.-l--.. ,l-.....~ .... _,l , •
0 

.. 1-.~"- , , _, 

Grace 0. Albia and Jannet Bernitez Zeta, both Philippine citizens, were cited Jan. 11 and both have pleaded not guilty in 

Phillips County Justice Court, the county attorney's office stated in a press release. The investigation began after the 

county clerk and recorder's office asked the sheriff to investigate a pair of potentially invalid voter registrations and 

ballots submitted in the municipal election, Sheriff Jerry Lytle said in an interview Monday. 

Montana Free Press: _g,_~;~!dJ ... ~mY.5dhJ;rn,~db.:md ,;i~:v2s~, n-1dp1 :>Glirits gr2n\: a:1.r.:pkati,;n;, 

State officials have published a new interactive map charting broadband availability across the state, presenting data 

that will be used to guide the distribution of more than a quarter-billion dollars in funding to boost Montana's 

broadband connectivity in the coming years. 

MTN News: ~il;£.~J5LdfH:JttiJJgj&?J~!i.J:L.~~;}~~.~-:~Ml1Vi for ,?.1,i),:11-11:Hnt:'. higl,--sDei~d ![,h'!r'n~tJ 
Private companies or co-ops with '1demonstrated experience" in providing high-speed Internet or other communication 

services to residential and business customers in Montana will eligible to apply for the awards. The applicants also must 

finance at least 20 percent of the cost of the project themselves and can partner with local or tribal governments - but 

the match cannot come from those governments. 

KULR8: JY.iQ.CllQD.e.l9,tHld1e~; w0tisih: rfcnJiting heaiU-i can~ wo~~.:<:l.t.2-.i'l.H.::?S.f.!d.,,,.~~ 

A website summoning qualified health care workers to move to Montana was launched Monday. A release from the 

governor's office said Cc1relnMontana.com is a health care workforce recruitment program to bring in more health care 

workers in the state through the Claim Allowance for Relocation Expenses (CARE) program. 

KPAX: f}Y.'.!~L29k;;, to prot~~r,:t II.3,GOO ;,o-,~~ of Umber!,'.lnd in r15irth2~1;$~ Mnntana 

The first .steps on a major project aimed at protecting more than 113,000 acres of timberland in northwest Montana is 

underway. 
Tabish said the 113,000 acres of timberland is a key wildlife habitat and public recreation access spot. He added the 

easement would make sure the land stays intact for future generations. 

NATIONAL 
Daily Wire: Abbntt VmMs,TofitJ·,t .N,:n:ion"! Gu;:,rd V,Kdm,! ;Mandn!t: 

Texas Republican Gov. Greg Abbott filed a preliminary injunction on Tuesday to urge the U.S. District Court for the 

Eastern District ofTexas to protect the state's National Guard members from the Biden Administration's COVID-19 

vaccine mandate. The motion argues that President Joe Biden's unconstitutional overreach seeks to undermine Abbott's 

chain of command, blur the lines of accountability, and endanger millions of Texans. 

Washington El<amlner: .!11~11)£ .. P'!(!.l§'. .. YY.Q\:'..!lJ.bn:Wi)':'fH; Demouats' hold Gn pow~~.ons.::2J;&,r!~:i 

Rising crime in the months leading up to the November midterm elections, combined with President Joe Biden's low 

marks on PlJblic safety by voters, are threatening Democrats' efforts to maintain their congressional majorities. The 

ml1rder rate in the United States rose 30% between 2019 and 2020, <;lccording to data from the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. A Pew Research Center analysis of the data said the jump was the largest single"year increase 

since at least 1905. 

Fox News: Most.hornicldt,yktinn_ln_rnZJny u.s dUes ;,m:~ Blad<, kev d<-:ita sh()WS 

At least 16 U.S. cities witnessed record-high homicide rates in 202.1, while New York, Chicago and Los Angeles, saw 

notable homicide spikes. Who were the victims in these American cities? New data provided by Freedom of Information 

Act requests and 11nalyzed by Fox News shows Black males were overwhelmingly the No. 1 demographic killed in most 

cities. In Chicago, which tallied the most homicides since 1996, 648 of the city's 797 homicide victims were Black. 
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POLITICO: Gm1.an1rm,nt n1rnm1s5km: Svnt:l1"•tk dn.~g t.safllddng a 'n:,:1tlon,,,l ,;es::udtv' ,;,rr,ergPrn::y 
A government commission tasked with developing solutions to the U.S. synthetic opioid crisis called Tuesday for urgent 
acth:m after warning that spiraling overdose deaths threaten U.S. "national security and economic well .. being." The 
Commission on Combating Synthetic Opioid Trafficking's report includes 76 recommendations that provide the Biden 
administration a blueprint to reduce the supply of illicit synthetic: opioids produced and exported by Mexican drug 
cartels using Chinese-manufactured raw materials. 

ABC News: ov~~rdo5ii..' i:k:;.~ths co~;t US '$1 trWion ,111nu.:~Hy, r,1i,c,;Mtb;:,1n,,r11:',,}◊n find\. 
The drug overdose epidemic in the United States, now primarily driven by synthetic opioids like ultra-deadly fentanyl, 
costs the nation roughly $1 trillion a year, according to a new bipartisan congressional teport released Tuesday. A White 
House Council of Economic Advisers assessment pegged the cost of the opioid crisls at $700 billion three years ago. The 
new report derives the new $1 trillion estimate based on the increase in overdose deaths seen since 2018. 

CNN: Hf.?H~'s mie mason pfmpk• hah:l Hois 13ume!nrv, ~fr,,;pit.f~ iow unnnp!oyrnm,t: f1. r,,\t.irn of the miw:'f\l indPx 
his is the best labor market most workers have ever experienced in their lives. So why are so many Americans feeling 
gloomy about the state of the US economy? The simple answer is inflation, as measured by the consumer price index, 
which is showing the fastest rate of price increases in nearly 40 years. To see how much economic pain that is causing, 
it's useful to look at another economic measure from that earlier era -- the misery index. 

MarketWatch: Th(l lll\)S-t sin,?i!l hw,;i1H~:;1a,1; ,~i,n,;;~~ :.l .. 974!}rn r;.:,ii,in,g.ncic10s dt1e t-:1_ inflation..,}1JFiB..),i'l);S 

The number of small businesses that raising prices on customers in January rose to a 48-year high, reflecting higher costs 
of labor and materials amid the biggest surge in U.S. inflation since the early 1980s. The National Federation of 
Independent Business said a net 61% of small businesses increased prices at the beginning of the new year. That's the 
highest percentage since 1974. The NFIB's small business optimism index, meanwhile, slipped 1.8 percentage points in 
January to 97.1 - an 11-month low. 

Emilee Cantrell 
Pn~ss Secretary 
Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Departrn.ent of Justice 
406~444--5779 

Entilee.qv1trdl~~~•11t,gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This ernail cont;iinii, inrorrnaM111 f:·o,-n me Mon1itna i\ttomey Geni,,r:,1i'r; Offic,~ whi!.:h h confiden\i;:il ,irn.1/or p:ivil,,,(J'-Xl. If you are not the 
iritendec1 rcidpk,nt, please de, not (1isdoi;e, copy, c1iiilritiute or u:11:: th1:· contccnts of this i;1fonn,1tioti. f'le,11;e notify !Tl,! by (e1wn t',rnail :mcl clt,l,}M the information you 
received i!·i errc1r imme,fr,tely. Tl·1an1'. y()u. 
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Nerison, Kyler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Friday, February 4, 2022 4:2.7 PM 
Mougeot, Kelly; Nerison, Kyler 
OAN Monday interview 

Sorry this formatting is probably all wrong, but here's the info I have for Monday with OAN. 

TITLE OF EVENT- OAN interview with Dan Ball on 'Heal America 1 

OUTLET ~ One America News Network 
DATE - February 7 at 12:30 MT 

F'ORMAT - Skype 

NOTES/REMARl<S/TALKING POINTS 
Topic is Friday filing in CMS vaccine mandate lawsuit. 

AM[ HICAN 
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Nerison, K~ler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Answers in red below. 

···-·--· ....... .. 
Cantrell, Emilee 
Monday, March 14, 2022 4:38 PM 
Emma Wulfhorst 

Nerison, Kyler 
RE: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana" Interview/Comment Request 

From: Emma Wulfhorst <emwulfhorst@sbgtv.corn> 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 4: 10 PM 

To: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 

Cc: Chris Avery <chrisavery@sbgtv.com> 
Subject: {EXTERNAL] Re: [EXT) RE: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Thanks so much! I had a few follow-up questions I was hoping you could answer. 

Does the AG's office believe this an appropriate use oftaxpayer dollars? 

Does the AG feel this is a pressing issue facing Montanans? 

Doesn't DirecTV have the right as a business to decide which broadcaster service to negotiate with? 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <F:n'lii1::1e.C:1ntref!(i.~:;_my.(:~ov> 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:56 PM 

To: Emma Wulfhorst <.~:.J:XJ.~X.l:!HiJgr·'.•t0/'.;ix::tv.co1n>; Nerison, Kyler <fJ/_lcr.!\J1.:1riscin(ii,rnl.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana - lntervlew/Cornment Request 

Hey Emma, 

You can attribute this to me. 

AM[ HICAN 
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DireclVs announcement to not renew its contract with One America News Network seemed to be on based on a desire 

to silence a certain viewpoint. It's no secret that the media are overwhelmingly liberal. Attorney General l<nudsen 

believes Montanans deserve a diversity of voices in their news. 

Thanks, 
Emilee 

From: Emma Wulfhorst <~~!J.~W!.1!trH.)i~-t{f.)sbr-t•1.u)m> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:09 PM 
To: Cmtrell, Emilee <{.::,:ils:..ti:iiDJ.•flki:m,.;,:1;,1>; Nerison, Kyler <fvli.=,;-.rkri:;orJJ:ilrnLJ'd:~> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: [EXT) RE: NBC Montana • Interview/Comment Request 

Thank you so much! I'll keep an eye out for it. 

From: Cantrell, Ernilee <FnHi,,,e.C~ntr,=~!i(c<)rntgc~{> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:02 PM 
To: Emma Wulfhorst <g.nJ..:-:YlLlik:S~Ga~j:;'.:,bfn·,; U)n·1>; Nerison, Kyler <!<yf<:,!r.N,::fi,,,i~n,(:£.L!}.Ll~!.)'.? 
Subject: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

! CAUTION: Th;s ernail originfltE-)d from outside of Sinclair. Do not click links or open attachments unless 

g~ you recognize the sender and know the content is safe 

Working on getting you a statement 

From: Emrna Wulfhorst <t'qrnvulfhc.n·~t(ii'>sbg:·v,con,> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 1;58 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <~n:ike,Ci:1!•1t1;.':li(i1:Ctn\.gGv>; Nerison, Kyler <Kvlci-,!lk:fi~;c,niJ5~n:!.,'i:::,,;'> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: NBC Montana• Interview/Comment Request 

Hey! Just following up on this. 

Thanks. 

From: Emma Wulfhorst 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 12:03 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <F:mib~.C,ntn:!!(Wmt.gQ~>; Nerison, Kyler <r~tlt.Lf::!g1-isc~m.1..:.W?~'.> 

Subject: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Hi all! Hope you had a great weekend. 

I was wondering if the AG was free for a quick phone or zoom interview (or if you could provide me with a statement or 

comment via email)? 

I'm looking to discuss the letter AG Knudsen and four other AGs (Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri and South Carolina) 

signed onto from Texas AG Ken Paxton to the CEO of DirecTV, warning of con.sequences lf the contract between the 

netwo(k and One America News (OAN) is not renewed. 

Let me know! Thanks so rnuch for your time and J look forward to hearing from you. 

Emma Wulfhorst 

/. Mult' media Journalist 

PVERSIGHT 
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KECI I Kc;.Fw I KTVM 

~:;;_:.,:irn 
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Nerison, Kyler 

Ftom: Cantrell, Emilee 
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 3:27 PM 

Nerison, Kyler To: 
Subject: RE: 

I just added that bullet about how many made per day and the$$ based on her questions. Also, this might be good info: 
l'l '·1·1·i·~·. ! /.[ .. )'' ·1,' ·;, lj;,.,,,t,.,,v ,-,··111··,/1··1 '1<·j·n,·,11'·· ·,.,p,.:,J•·"\1··)1'i'. ··.i •·\ ,.l r.. ._. ... J.t..,l 1. i,./t ........ ,-1_,~, .... !.1..JJ··~~-... "··.,_·t. . . _r .}., ..• , t ,.,~ .. _,, ,. ~~-r •. 

From: Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 3:13 PM 
To: Cannell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Subject: 

• Joined with 49 other states in Anti•Robocall Litigation Task Force to cut down on illegal rnbocalls 
• A lot of these scams are tHKed to call centers in countries like Indian and the Philippines, which means we need 

our federal government to work with and put pressure on the Indian government to crack down on them 
• There are literally office buildings in foreign country housing call centers where people go to work every day, 

and clock in and out. They look like companies that could provide legitimate customer service or tech support, 
but they are dedicated to scamming Americans•" stealing meaning from us. And they target seniors. 

• This task force Is taking aim at ''gateway carriers" that serve as the interface between foreign call centers and 
American carriers like Verizon and AT&T 

• The call centers use Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP), a technology that allows you to make voice calls using a 
broadband Internet connection instec1d of a regular phone line 

• Gateway carriers charge a small fee per call, so they make money by skirting the rules and allowing in calls even 
if they are likely illegal or fraudulent 

• Gateway providers that bring foreign traffic into the U.S. telephone network have a responsibHity to ensure the 
traffic is legal, but these providers are not taking sufficient action to stop robocall traffic, In many cases, they 
appear to be intentionally turning a bllnd eye in return for steady revenue. 

o To give an example, in a matter of months, one company ci;llled TollFreeDeals transmitted 143 million 
calls from a single India-based entity -- 20% of them were Social Security Number frauds and 35% were 
loan approval scams, and the rest were a mix of tech support, income tax fraud, and others. 

o We're going after companies like this that appear to be bad actors 
• We've sent 20 civil investigative demands to 20 gateway providers and other entities that are allegedly 

responsible for a majority of foreign robocall traffic 
• According to the National Consumer law Center and Electronic Privacy Information Center, over 33 million scam 

robocalls are rnade to Americans every day. An estimated $29.8 billion dollars was stolen through scam calls in 
2021. 

• Common types of scams: 
o extort victims with penalty for fake income tax fra~id; 
o get them to transfer money for safekeeping because of compromised Social Security Number; 
o help with tech support; they'll tell you something is wrong with your computer and get you give 

inform~tion to get control of it 

AMERICA 
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o make victims pay a fee for clearing some hurdle in the way of pre-approved loans 

• Tips to avoid scams and unwanted calls: 

o Be wary of callers who specifically ask you to pay by gift card, wire transfer, or cryptocurrency. For 

example, the Internal Revenue Service does not accept iTunes gift cards. 

o Look out for prerecorded calls from imposters posing as government agencies. Typically, the Social 

Security Administration does not make phone calls to individuals. 

o If you suspect fraudulent activity, immediately hang-up and do not provide any personal information. 

() File a Do Not Call or Text complaint here: ht1.p~.://v,.1\,V,A-'.tklt,utcid:,t~,;v/n>1·,;)n .ht:·n! 

o Be wary of callers who specifically ask you to pay by gift card, wire transfer, or cryptocurrency. For 

example, the Internal Revenue Service does not accept iTunes gift cards. 

o Look out for prerecorded calls from imposters posing as government agencies. Typically, the Social 

Security Administration does not make phone calls to individuals. 

o If you suspect fraudulent activity, immediately hang-up and do not provide any personal information. 

o File a Do Not Call or Text complaint here; f1ttp.'; /f.dv•,,vw,ckHiotc.ai!,gq:.LbJ'.,b'Glthtml 

AMERICAf\J 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Answers in red below. 

■HI -

Cantrell, Emilee 
Monday, March 14, 2022 4:38 PM 
Emma Wulfhorst 
Nerison, Kyler 
RE: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

From: Emma Wulfhorst <emwulfhorst@sbgtv.com> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 4:10 PM 

To: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 

Cc: Chds Avery <chrisavery@sbgtv.com> 

Subje<:t: [EXTERNAL) Re: [EXT) RE: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Thanks so much! I had a few follow-up questions I was hoping you could answer. 

Does the AG' s office believe this an appropriate use of taxpayer dollars? 

There w<'ls no cos! 

Does the AG feel this is a pressing issue facing Montanans'? 

Standing up to leftwing C,'lnce! culture ,:ind viev,,point dis(:r-irninatton, ves 

Doesn't DirecTV have the right as a business to decide which broadcaster service to negotiate with? 

The k•ttE'r s,1ys nothing to the con ti-My 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <Frnr!ee.Cantre!}(i:1l111t.guv> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:56 PM 

To: Emma Wulfhorst <,~1n1Nuiff1nr',-1:ifrlstmtv.conJ_>; Nerison, Kyler <JS.\'.if~c.Ne:·:~.on(b)n1t,:;;,?Y.> 

Subject: RE: {tXT] RE: NBC Montana• Interview/Comment Request 

Hey Emma, 

You can attribute this to me. 

AM~RICAf\J 
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DirecTV's announcement to not renew its contract with One America News Network seemed to be on based on a desire 
to silence a certi;lin viewpoint. It's no secret that the media are overwhelmingly liberal. Attorney General Knudsen 
believes Montanans deserve a diversity of voices in their news. 

Thanks, 
Emilee 

From: Emma Wulfhorst <~in\V/,)!fh.:1,·st{':~1,h;l\,J.,::,m> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022. 2:09 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <I~;-niiec-,.Ca;1tr·:>iiiiilrn\ .gov>; Nerison, Kyler <lSiJ~!-)~eri,;on(1::ni~.(:ov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL) Re: [EXT] RE; NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Thank you so much! I'll keep an eye out for it. 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <FrniieeJ:,inti";~!l{fi::mt.r-.ov> 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:02 PM 
To: Emma Wulfhorst <>"rnvvuHhn1·'.;_[1Ji,'sbg:v.•:on1>; Nerison, Kyler <]'.;yLcr.N,-~,·ison(d:n,t_;:,ov> 
Subject: [EXT) R.E: NBC Montana M Interview/Comment Request 

r;~~ 
}~ CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Sinclair. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
$] you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Working on getting you a statement 

From: Emrna Wulfhorst «:?n1w1.dH1,JrstJ6i!;bEh/.C()n1> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 1:58 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <Frnii,.,(,~.Cint1·e!l(l.i.>rnr.~>-w:>; Nerison, Kyler <fu'Jer.f·J(;;rison(i.vmt.gc!::'.> 
Subject: {EXTERNAL] Re: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Hey! Just following up on this. 

Thanks. 

From: Emma Wulfhorst 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 12:03 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <Ernilf!e.C.:;nl;-eE~~)rnt.p,qv>; Nerison, Kyler <J<y!er./'Je1•ison(i.''Jn.t.gov> 
Subject: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Hi all! Hope you had a great weekend. 

I was wondering if the AG was free for a quick phone or zoom interview (or if you could provide me with a statement or 
comment via email)? 

l'm looking to discuss the letter AG Knudsen and four other AGs (Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri ,rnd South Carolina) 
signed onto from Texas AG l<en Paxton to the CEO of DirecTV, warning of consequences if the contract between the 
network and One America News (OAN) is not renewed. 

Let me know! Thanks so much for your time and I look forward to hearing from you. 

Emma Wulfhorst 
Multimedia Journalist 

I -
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Nerison, Kyler 

From: Cantrell, Emilee 
Sent: 
To: 

Monday, February 7, 2022 10:42 AM 
Peyton Drew; Nerison, Kyler· 

Subject: RF.: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate 

before new deadline 

We're still on. Thanks! 

From: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 

Sent: Monday, February 7, 2022 10:27 AM 

To: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov>; Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 

Subje<:t: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Km1dsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Hello! 

I wanted to ni-confinn our interview today with the AG around 2:30pmET. We'1~e looking forward to it! 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Taltint Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
'RBal Arnerica' With D:rn BaH 
One America News Network 
Cell: (260) 385~3973 I Office: B58-270a6900 xll 7 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <Ernilee.Cantrell@rnt.gov> 

Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 2:40 PM 

To: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew(woann.corn>; Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney C-ieneral Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Saw this as I landed so thought I'd give Kyler a little break. Here's the Skype account: live:.cid.30cbafd6c1ce77c 

Thanks Peyton! 

AMf HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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From: Peyton Drew <Peyt.on.Drew@oann.corn> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 3:24 PM 

To: Nerison, Kyler <.l$Y.!ef.Nerison@.r:rt.M:::1.> 
Cc: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell!@rnt.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen lei;lding fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Hi Kyler! 

2::30pmET works on Monday. All I need is his Skype usernamc. Thank you~ looking forward to it! 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer] Executive Assistant 
'Real Atnetica' With D,m m.dl 
One America News Network 
Cell: (260) 385<3973 I Office: B58-270-6900 xl ~? 

, .• ~!~ 

From: Nerison, Kyler <J$yler.Nerfson@mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 12:27 PM 
To: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew(@oann.com:> 
Cc: Cantrell, Emilee <Ernilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Hi Peyton~ Emilee's on the road today so I'm covering for her - but absolutely. More toward the 2:30 side would work 
better but we have some flexibility. 

Kyler Neris on 
Communi.cations Director 
Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montan.a Department of Justice 
406·444-2031 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This em:,il r.:ontriin.'., intorn1:.)tion fm1n .IK· r,fonian,.i A',Hrrne·y (;,,:n(•!rfil's Oi!i::11 wl'1itJ; n1,,1y t),! r:.onricliinli,il ,ind/or pfiv1k\:i\;c.!. I( y<)lt ,ari,, 
not th,~ ini<mC:ls:d rf'!cipient, pl()<lS(, do n()t di:,,clo,,,c,. Ci.)py, cJhHitule or u,;e !h(l 0),\t(:r\l.!·i d \l\it, it\f{rn;,;,ili!)n. f·'l,•:il:',,; notify Ill\] by r'i;lutn i'.:r;1,lil ,'!!·1(1 (1(-;li}!(-: thfi 
inforrnation you rec;ei11,icl in error i111<11:~clialt;ly. Th,,rnk you. 

AM[ HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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Begln forwarded message: 

From: Peyton Drew <P0~t<?J1.Q.~w@oann.com> 
Date: February 4, 2022 at 11:33:52 AM MST 
To: "Cantrell, Emilee" <EQ}jle~.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Subject: {EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

Hi Emilee! 

It's Peyton Drew at One America News for th<i number-one show on the network, 'Real 
America' with Dan Ball. I was reaching out to see if the AG had availability on Monday 
between 2:30pmET and 4pmET to discuss the topic below? 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer I Executive Ass.istant 
'neal America' With D;Ht naH 
One America News Network 
Cell: Office: 858-270-6900 x117 

:~ ," 

' ' ' 

' ' 
' . OANHl ,_ ~ -.~ 

E'l:lZir::ro~rdl::1:m~.~-~TL~~=Itl '.R, iJ 
~~: WiJ' 

Frorn: Montana Attorney General's Office (no reply) <MTA§.@1)r1rtouncements.mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 10:19 AM 
To: Peyton Drew <Pex:ton.,Drew@oann.com> 
Subject: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mclrldate before new deadline 

AM HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 

Having trouble viewing this email? View _it .~~.1! 'i)&b PJ1ge [lnks.Qd]_. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 4, 2022 

Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 

HELENA - Attorney General Austin Knudsen continues to lead the fight to protect 

Montana healthcare workers and their patients and employers from the Biden 

administration's COVID"19 vaccination mandate. In a new filing today, Attorney 

General Knudsen and 15 other attorneys general ask a federal judge to once again 

block the federal government from enforcing the mandate in their respective states. 

The unlawful rnandate for facilities that receive Medicare or Medicaid funding from the 

US. Department of Health and Human Services is "causing havoc in the healthcare 

labor market" across the nation - especially in rural communities - and does not 

account for the pandemic's changing circumstances. 

1'President Biden's scheme to federalize COVID~19 vaccination policy and force it 

on Americans who have chosen not to get the vaccine has hit the skids. Four 

separate mandates have either been struck down or are currently blocked by 

federal courts," Attorney General Knudsen said. "All that remains is the mandate 

for healthcare workers, and the emergence of the Omicron variant that is milder 

and resistant to vaccines has weakened the federal government's position even 

4 
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more, Healthcare systems In rural states like Montana can't afford to lose more 

workers, or patients will suffer." 

The filing is the latest in the ongoing case against President Biden's vaccine mandate 

for health care workers. It seeks to stop the federal government from enforcing the 

mandate jn Montana before the February 14 deadline by which workers at covered 

facilities must have received a first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a pending or 

approved application for an exemption. 

According to data published by the AARP Public Policy Institute, 41 percent of nursing 

home and long-term care facilities in Montana are already facing a shortage of nurses 

and/or aides. Current numbers around the nation represent the worst staffing shortages 

since the government began collecting data from nursing homes in May 2020. low 

staffing levels in nursing homes-particularly among registered nurses-are associated 

with worse outcomes for residents, including more COVJD~ 19 cases, deaths, and a 

higher likelihood of outbreaks. The mandate will undoubtedly make these problems 

worse. 

HBy forcing healthcare workers to choose between their jobs or an ex.perimental 

vaccine they do not want, CMS Is affirmatively pinching an already strained work­

force-and particularly so In rural areas within [Montana].° the lawsuit reads. 

Recognizing this workforce shortage and the untenable position in which it places 

covered healthcare facilities, federal guidance permits vaccinated employees who are 
testing positive for COVID-19 to return to work while prohibiting unvaccinated 

healthcare employees from working unless they obtain an exemption. 

As the milder Omicron variant now accounts for 99.9 percent of COVID~19 cases in the 

country, the Biden administration's rationale for rushing the mandate without the legally 

required opportunity for the public to comment no longer exists. Additionally, emerging 

research shows that standard COVlD-19 vaccinations provide little protection agalnst 

transmission of the Omicron variant, and federal authorities have begun to walk back 

prior claims about the efficacy of the vaccines against this now--dominant variant. 

Meanwhile, new guidance from the federal government issued after the U.S. Supreme 

Court decision imposes a brand-new vaccine mandate on state employees who srnvey 

and report whether Medicare and Medicaid facilities are complying with applicable 

regulations, including the mandate itself. This constitutes an "independent, substantive 

rule, and yet CMS failed utterly to comply with the procedures required by [federal law}" 

yet again. 

AM[ HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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• 

AMERICAN 
PVERSIGHT 

The CMS COVIO-19 vaccine mandate also violates the Tenth Amendment, the 

Spending Clause, the Anti~Commandeering Doctrine, and the Nondelegation Doctrine. 

The case number is 3:21-cv-03970 in the U.S District Court for the Western District of 

Louisiana. It is being led by Montana, Arizona, and Louisiana. The other states joining 

are Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia, 

Click _ ... ..DJ!!s.~~.9.ill to read the full amended complaint. 

-END-

['"'••"'"""''••~-•-•••w•••••o,•••••••••""'""' 
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Nerison, Kyler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Friday, February 4, 2022 12:47 PM 
Nerison, Kyler 
Mougeot, Kelly 
Re: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Maybe he could do it after that radio interview? 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Feb 4, 2022, at 12.:45 PM, Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> wrote: 

Austin will be in town on Monday, right? 

From: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Date: February 4, 2022 at 11:33:52 AM MST 
To: "Cantrell, Emilee" <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Hi Emilee! 

rt's Peyton Drew at One America News for the number-one 
show on the network, 'Real America' with Dan Ball. 1 was 
reaching out to see if the AG had availability on Mondny 
between 2:30pmET and 4prnET to discuss the topic below? 

• God bless, 

AM HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
'Real America' '\M'hh D.H1 BaH 
One Am(~rica N(JWS Network 
Cell: I Office: BSH-270•6900 x117 

<image00l.png> 
<irnage008.jpg> 

From: Montana Attorney General's Office (no reply) 
<MTAG@announcements.mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 10:19 AM 
To: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
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Subject: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate 
before new deadline 

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page finks .gdl. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 4, 2022 

CONTACT: Kyler Nerison 1 ........ ··········-.... : 

Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 

HELENA - Attorney General Austin Knudsen continues to lead the fight to protect 

Montana healthcare workers and their patients and employers from the Biden 

administration's COVID-19 vaccination mandate. In a new filing today, Attorney 

General Knudsen and 15 other attorneys general ask a federal judge to once again 

block the federal government from enforcing the mandate in their respective states 

The unlawful mandate for facilities that receive Medicare or Medicaid fLmding from ti 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is "causing havoc in the healthcare 

labor market" across the nation - especially in rural communities - and does not 

account for the pandernic's changing circumstances. 

"President Biden's scheme to federalize COVID-19 vaccination policy and fore 

on Americans who have chosen not to get the vaccine has hit the skids. Four 

separate mandates have either been struck down or are currently blocked by 

federal courts/' Attorney General Knudsen said. "All that remains is the mandat; 

for healthcare workers, and the emergence of the Omicron variant that is mild 

and resistant to vaccines has weakened the federal government's position ev• 

more. Healthcare systems In rural states like Montana can't afford to lose mor 

workers, or patients will suffer." 

The filing is the latest in the ongoing case against President Biden's vacclne manda 

for health care workers. It seeks to stop the federal government from enforcing the 

2 
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mandate 1n Montana before the February 14 deadline by which workers at covered 

facilities must have received a first dose of a COVID-19 vacdne or have a pending c 

approved appllcation for an exemption. 

According to data published by the AARP Public Policy Institute, 41 percent of nursi 

home and long-term care facilities in Montana are already facing a shortage of nurs, 

and/or aides. Current numbers around the nation represent the worst staffing 

shortages since the government began collecting data from nursing homes in May 

2020. Low staffing levels in nursing homes-particularly among registered nurses~ 

associated with worse outcomes for residents, including more COVID-19 cases, 

deaths, and a higher likelihood of outbreaks. The mandate will undoubtedly make 

these problems worse. 

~isy forcing healthcare workers to choose between their jobs or an experimen 

vaccine they do not want, CMS is affirmatively pinching an already strained 

work-force-and particularly so In rural areas within [Montana]," the lawsuit 

reads. 

Recognizing this workforce shortage and the untenable position in which it places 

covered healthcare facilities, federal guidance permits vaccinated employees who a 

testing positive for COV/Dw 19 to return to work while prohibiting unvaccinated 

healthcare employees from working unless they obtain an exemption. 

As the milder Omicron variant now accounts for 99.9 percent of COVID-19 cases in 

country, the Biden administration's rationale for rushing the mandate without the leg 

required opportunity for the public to comment no longer exists. Additionally, emergi 

research shows that standard COVID-19 vaccinations provide little protection againi 

transmission of the Omicron variant, and federal authorities have begun to walk bac 

prior claims about the efficacy of the vaccines against this now.dominant variant 

Meanwhile, new guidance from the federal government issued after the U.S. Suprer 

Court decision imposes a brand•new vaccine mandate on state employees who sur, 

and report whet11er Medicare and Medicaid facilities are complying with applicable 

regulations, including the mandate itself. This constitutes an "independent, substant 

rule, and yet CMS failed utterly to comply with the procedures required by [federal le 

yet again. 

The CMS COVID-19 vaccine mandate also violates the Tenth Amendment, the 

Spending Clause, the Anti-Commandeering Doctrine, and the Nondelegation Ooctrrr 

3 
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The case number is 3:21~cv•03970 in the U.S. District Court for the Western District 

Louisiana. It ,s being led by Montana, Arizona, and Louisiana. The other states joini1 

are Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, S0L1l 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Click [lnks.gd] to read the full amended complaint. 

•END-· 

4 
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Nerison, Kyler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Nerison, Kyler 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 11 :33 AM 
Cantrel!, Emilee 

DOJ ~ feel free to discard If you already have another one 
G1·9~p ()f zj st0t~~~-tel!,; u.s. wi,ut CO£ lc.1(KS ;)Hthodtv ls~ ~-~)t t1·,;1~~:i,~i:.Olfil}.s...!1!k~s l nc::~~.m~~$ 

A group of 23 state attorneys general led by Florida told a federal court on Monday that the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) lacks the legal authority to impose a nationwide transportation mask mandate to address 

COV10·19. The CDC sought "an unprecedented masking mandate regulating every breath of millions of Americans," said 
the brief in support of the group that sued to overturn the mask mandate. In May, the U.S. Justice Department asked 
the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals to overturn a U.S. Of.strict Court judge's April order that declared the government 

mandate requiring masks on airplanes, buses, trains, ride-share vehicles and in transit hubs unlawful. 

NATIONAL 

,'J?1~.r.Kilm£.t.::.,Tn.i1:1P .~i.~m~~ Fm 1-1.ikl i~1: i·fo M;~1"";,~•Jdll~.9Jkm·1e •~~J.!..E(i!it\fi'.l.U\5.f!~tw!t j N~:~:~ill1i'l..l:££Q.~.n 
Former President Donald Trump on Monday said his opponents "desperately don't want me to run for President in 
2024' 1 and will "likewise do anything to stop Republicans and Conservatives in the upcoming Midterm Elections!' That, 

he said, is why FBI agents raided his Mar"a•Lago home in Palm Beach, Florida, on Monday even though he said he had 
been "working and cooperating with the relevant (jovernment agencies." Trump attorney Christina Bobb confirmed the 
FBI seized documents from Mar-a-Lago in a statement to CNN. Bobb, a former OAN host, was present for the search at 

Trump's Palm Beach residence. Trump called the move agafnst a former president "dark times for our nation," and said 
the action was no different than W;;itergate and had turned the United States into a 1'broken third-world country.'' 

Sn,~ednn lntrodw:es its first pMf;~nta~ 1::or;troh j Thi:~ s-~~ittk Tilm•:i. 

Snapchat, the ephemeral messaging app, introduced its first parental controls Tuesday, as social media platforms face 

increasing scrutiny for exposing young users to potentially harmful content. Snap, Snapchat's parent company, said in a 

blog post that its new tools would let parents see whom their teenagers were friends with on the app and whom they 
had communicated with In the previous seven days. Parents will also be able to report accounts that their children are 
friends with if they violate Snapchat's policies. Parents will not be able to see their children's conversations on the app. 

To gain access to the controls, people have to create Snapchat accounts and be friends with their children, who have to 

agree to the controls. 

LL$. sl~m·1s China's 'u1·rncit::(1'ptabk•' d~•;nmtim1 tn cm.mt~?dng h~1·1t,::mvi I F!f.'1.it~:1rs 
Beijing last week announced the cancelation or suspension of a series of cooperation channels with Washington, 

including theater-level military talks, and exchanges on climate change, transnational crime, and counternarcotics. Rahul 

Gupta, director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), said he was disappointed by the 

move in light of the ongoing overdose epidemic driven by fentanyl that has claimed more than 1.00,000 lives in the 
United States in the past year. 

BidPn adn1ini~.tr;:ition st.1spen,fa R~~rnal11•in•htk.•xi,:o bcm.:k!r poH1::v fo~h.'.lv1,dng cow"t i.:,m,fo:' •,,D~-~-.. t~ .. 9j,:f,~ 
U.S. border officials on Monday suspended Trump•era rules that required certain migrants to wait for their asylum 
hearings in Mexico. The suspension followed a federal court order that put an end to a lengthy legal back-and-forth over 

President 8iden 1s efforts to end the policy, In a statement, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) s;;iid it had 
stopped placing migrants in the Migrant Protection Protocols, a policy colloquially known as 1'Remain-in-Mexico. 11 It also 

said it would process migrants already enrolled in the program and allow them to continue their asylum cases inside the 

U.S. 

ICAN 
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Nerison, Kyler 

Subject: 
Location: 

Start: 
End: 

Recurrence: 

Meeting Status: 

Organb;er: 

AMf HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 

AT&T NextGen 911 Presentation 
Montana Law Enforcement Academy, 2260 Sierra Rd E, Helena, MT 59602 

Fri 12/16/2022 11 :00 AM 
Fri 12/16/2022 12:30 PM 

(none) 

Meeting organizer 

Nerison, Kyler 
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Nerison, Kyler 

Frorn: 
Sent: 
To: 

Nerison, Kyler 
Tuesday, March 8, 2022 11 :23 AM 
Cantrell, Emilee 

Subject: Fwd: LINC Grant applications for review 
Attachments: 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

image001 Jpg; CSKT Resolution 22,-023.pdf; CSKT LINC Application.pdf; Blackfeet LINC 
Resolution.pdf; Blackfeet Community College LINC Grant.pdf; Ft. Belknap 210-2021 ___ 001 
LINC Resolution.pdf; Ft Belknap LINC Appllcation.pdf; MIPTF, __ Agenda,_Mar .. 2022.pdf; Ft. 
Peck LINC Resolution.pdf; FT. Peck LINC application.pdf 

From: "Doane, Alan" <Al,rn,Doane@mt.gov> 
Date: March 81 2022 at 11.:15:42 AM MST 
To: ''Nerison, Kyler1

' <Kyler.Nerison@mt,gov> 
Subject: FW: LINC Grant applications for review 

Kyler-
All 4 grant applications received were approved in full amount ,$6250,by unanimous consent. 
The $6250 was the $50,000 approved by the legislature divided by the 8 possible tribal applicants. 

From: Toole, Dana <DToole@mt.gov> 
Sent: Monday, February 28, 2022 11:55 AM 
To: Toole, Dana <DToole@mt.gov> 
Subject: LINC Grant applications for review 

Hello MMIPTF, 

We are looking forward to our meeting this week on Wednesday March 2 at 3:00 
For your convenience I have attached the agenda. The zoom link to the meeting is on the agenda. 

Also attached are the fotJr LINC grant applications DOJ received in December 2021, 
Please take time before the meeting to review each of the four applications. 
There are two documents for each applicant - a tribal council resolution, and the LINC grant 
application. 

• Blackfeet Nation•· Blackfeet Community College 
• CSKT ~ Flathead Tribal Police 
• Ft. Belknap Indian Community Council 
• Ft. Peck Tribes Assiniboine Sioux~ Tribal Security Program 

These are non-competitive grants, so TF members do not need to choose which LINC programs to fund. 
We will need a vote on the record to accept these four proposals. 

AM[ h1vn1 
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I am working with the DOJ fiscal department to learn how to proceed with the remaining $25,000 of 
grant funds which remain as not all 8 tribes applied for the funding. 
There are some state regulations that apply to the remaining funds which I will be able to provide 
additional information about in the next couple of days. 

If you have not already responded, please let me know if you are able or not able to attend the 
meeting. 
Please let rne know if you have any questions. 
Thanks 

Dana Toole, LCSW 
Special Services Bureau Chief 
Montana Department of Justice 
DT:·:.,o~~:~~~n1t .gG•! 

Office: 406-444-1525 

Cell: I 

AMERICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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Nerison, Klier 
•• ... 11 ■1-■■ 11111 INI •11111■••··•-•11••····· Ill U H•r ■ lll--wt.1••·-----••11d I ■ 11111111 ■ I .......... n 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Nerison, Kyler 
Monday, March 14, 2022 2:31 PM 
Cantrell, Emilee 
RE:? 

DirecTV's announcement to not renew its contract with One America News Network seemed to be on based on a desire 
to silence a certain viewpoint. It's no secret that the media are overwhelmingly liberal. Attorney General Knudsen 
believes Montanans deserve a diversity of voices in their news. 

Thoughts 

From: Cantrell, Emtlee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:09 PM 
To: Neri son, l<yler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 
Subject:? 

It's no secret that the wist tmijority of the rnedia js liberal. Attorney General Knudsen believes Montanan.s prefer more 
diverse viewpoints to be reflected in the media""' not just news from the liberal point of view. 

Emilee Cantrell 
Press Secretary 
Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Depart1nent of Jnstice 
406-444-5779 

Elnilee.cantrell@rnt.~NY 

CONFIDEN"flAUlY NOT!Cf.: Thii; ,11r:dil c()!'\\slrn:', in1onn,,:iun fr._m, mi,! 1v1iin1,,irH . .'.1.tt(.<r:·ii}y U,iiH,,!';:.;f':~. Ufht.:i: v1hi(:h I:, :x,nfi,::knHl.0:11 ,.1nc!/,Jt plivi1,::r.wd. If you ar,~ not ilw 
ii~h:~,~d(?d r'(i.-:)pi1:'?'nt, plt~~:,~:=.1.?. (jo not (,k~dc~;~;i, ct'.,py, di~:.:tnhuI,'.;~ c:.r u:~,,.:~ tl'\\:: i::.or:t~.inU of' 1hi":-:, mr'i):·r-rt~Hio:-:.. f·•if::(:1~~t? notrf~r nk~ by r'f~7.~.t!'n t~n1alt and c!eli:~t~~ HE: inforrn:.Hion you 
i"1:~c~.:i~tvt~d in c:~n Oi' 1rn:t)~7:-cH-:-~1t,1y. T'fii~H~k y1:1:.L 

AM[ HICAN 
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Nerison, Klier 
-·----•■11-••-······ 

F.-om: Nerison, Kyler 
Sent: 
To: 

Monday, March 14, 2022 4:26 PM 
Cantrell, Emilee 

Subject: RE: [EXT] RE; NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

From: Emma Wulfhorst <f:'1Y1wt.lffhor'.,;t(ii'1,;h,::t1,.com> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 4: 10 PM 
To: Cantrell; Emilee <I: ndk~,,~ i'.:iinn,~~1l,,ili'r\1..g<:~y> 

Cc: Chris Avery <cl·:r·isavery(i'()sb,<i.v.cor-ri> 
Subject: (EXTERNAL] Re: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana• Interview/Comment Request 

Thanks so much! I had a few follow-up questions I was hoping you could answer. 

Does the AG1s office believe this an appropriate use of taxpayer dollars? 

There was no cost 

Does the AG feel this is a pressing issue facing Montanans? 

Standing up to leftwing cancel culture and viewpoint discrimination, yes 

Doesn;t DirecTV have the right as a business to decide which broadcaster service to negotiate with? 

The letter says nothing to the contrary 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <!~1-.1i!1'~e.C::in1n~H(il~n·1tgg_:~> 
Sant: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:56 PM 
To: Emma Wulfhorst <s.;n1wct!fhor~;dl1~1igtv.u.nn>; Nerison, Kyler <J<yicr.11.lt,rison(<lnJ_t_J~}.'.:'.> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Hey Emma, 

You can attribute this to me. 

DirecTV's announcement to not renew its contract with One America News Network seemed to be on based on a desire 
to silence a certain viewpoint. It's no secret that ·the media are overwhelmingly liberal. Attorney General Knudsen 
believes Montanans deserve a diversity of voices in their news. 

Thanks, 
Emilee 

AM[ HICAN 
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From: Emma Wulfhorst <c!n1w:.::ffH:>1·:,t (~;;, ~J.n:.,t v ,:(.,rn> 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:09 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <fiI}ih"t,.L::,i·;u,,z.1tJ:f'.c.r£U;r2;:>; Neri5on, Kyler <~v\,~!'._.!\!i•r:,;on{<.i)mt s·ev> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL! Re: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Thank you so much! I'll keep an eye out for it. 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <l:mik:~:.I_~1nre,:!(r-i.lrnipw> 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 2:02 PM 
To: Emma Wulfhorst <~Y1w,,_.1i!J3.<~r:.:u.:t.~l:1<~ .. .L00'.!.>; Neriscn, l<yler <!(v!,,,r_i\k•:i::;,m{d:•mt.r;ov> 
Subject: [EXT] RE: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

r:·,:t_._·~,_;_:.,l__ CAUTION: This email originated frorn outside of Sinclair. 0() not click links or open attachments unless 
::·: you recognize the sencler and know U~e content is safe. 

Working on getting you a statement 

From: Emma Wulfhorst <~,n·1w11Hhorr.;t(ii)~.f:;1,t','.,:;::;,m> 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 1:58 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <t_r3)_i~~ts.L\!.£:!lrtll@.1::-1.tf.\t{>; Nerfson, Kyler <.½tG:'..(J~~t:!·:~:()f!(i.i:;;ni.r~:::1.:£> 
Subject: (EXTERNAL] Re: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Hey! Just following up on this. 

Thanks. 

From: Emma Wulfhorst 
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2022 12:0.3 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <1.fnike.C<:;n-tre!_:(:."vu:'.~~fwv>; Nerison, Kyler <J~tJ~:Gi'!:>.rifiQtt@.!nLf:~.i> 
Subject: NBC Montana - Interview/Comment Request 

Hi alll Hope you had a great weekend. 

I was wondering if the AG was free for a quick phone or zoom interview (or if you could provide me with a statement or 
comment via email)? 

l'm looking to discuss the letter AG l<nudsen and four other AGs (Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri and South Carolina) 
signed onto from Texas AG Ken Paxton to the CEO of DirecTV, warning of consequences lf the contract between the 
network and One Americ:a News (OAN) is not renewed. 

Let me know! Thanks so much for your time and I look forward to hearing from you. 

Ernrna Wulfhorst 
Multimedia Journalist 
KECI I KCFW I KTVM 
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Nerison, Klier 
l■H■--■■ -•■ •■■Ill ■ 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Nerison, Kyler 
Friday, February 4, 2022 ·1 :27 PM 
Peyton, Drew@oann.com 
Cantrell, Emilee 

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS rnandate 
before new deadline 

Hi Peyton - Emilee's on the road today so I'm covering for her- but absolutely. More toward the 2:30 side would work 
better but we have some flexibility. 

Kyler Ne1ison 
Cornmunications Directoi: 
Attornf~Y General .Austin Knudsen, Montana Departm.ent of Justice 
406~444T2031 

CONFlO!::N'flAl .. llY NOTICl=: T!1is 1,~rn.,il t;or1/i)ir,s i;1fi.wm~tion frorn ;l·1f, IVlcmlanc; ,\tt1)1m,y G,,ner:,I\ Officr~ which rnay \Je c1)11fi1fontial ;;ncl/or privile(Jer.!. Ii ~01.1 a:,i 
nnl lht!! lntl!ndfit'J 1'1,ie,pit,n!, pl,1,1$,,i (lq not <.k;<:;i-:.1~,,. r::1Jpy, ~Ji.'.;trii)i.lte or ui,:e H1(1 cor1,,,n·1U.; o11hi11 inf,'.lr:n,,,ion. r:,1c,,,;t:e no(ifv Ine tiv retu,-n e,I;:,dl illKI dete:e ·tt·Ie 
intormalion you r",i,::i~iVt!c.! in ,imlr' inin·1(1(.ii,1t~ily. Th:,nk yo1.1 • • 

Begin forwar·ded message: 

Frorn: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Orew@oann.com> 
Date: February 4, 2022 at 11:33:52 AM MST 
To; '1Cantrell, Emilee" <Ernilee.Cantrell@rnt.gov> 
Subject: (EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

It's Peyton DrE:w at One America News for the number-one show on the network, 'Real 
America' with Dan Ball. I was reaching out t:o see if the AG had availability on Monday 
between 2:30pmET and 4pmET to discuss the topic below7 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
iR<wl America' VJHh D,u1 Ba H 
One America News Network 

AM[ I·~-. 
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From: Montana Attorney General's Office (no reply) <MTAG@announcements.mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 l0:19 AM 
To: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Subject: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

AMERICAN 
PVERSIGHT 

tiaving trouble viewing this email? View it ,;l~L~(~l:J..g.flg& [lr)!~~:.99J. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 4, 2022 

CONTACT: Kyler Nerison I '· 
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Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 

HELENA - Attorney General Austin Knudsen continues to lead the fight to protect 

Montana healthcare workers and their patients and employers from the Biden 

administration's COVID"19 vaccination mandate. In a new filing today, Attorney 

General Knudsen and 15 other attorneys general ask a federal judge to once again 

block the federal government from enforcing the mandate in their respective states. 

The unlawful mandate for facilities that receive Medicare or Medicaid funding from the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is "causing havoc in the healthcare 

labor market" across the nation - especially in rural communities - and does not 

account for the pandemic's changing circumstances. 

'
1President Bidenjs scheme to federalize COVID-19 vaccination policy and force it 

on Americans who have chosen not to get the vaccine has hit the skids. Four 

separate mandates have either been struck down or are currently blocked by 

federal courts," Attorney General Knudsen safd. ,iAII that remains is the mandate 

for healthcare workers, and the emergence of the Omicron variant that is milder 

and resistant to vaccines has weakened the federal government's position even 

more. Healthcare systems in rural states like Montana can't afford to lose more 

workers, or patients will suffer." 

The filing is the latest in the ongoing case against President Biden's vaccine mandate 

for health care workers. It seeks to stop the federal government from enforcing the 

mandate in Montana before the February 14 deadline by which workers at covered 

facilities must have received a first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a pending or 

approved application for an exemption. 

According to data published by the AARP Public Policy Institute, 41 percent of nursing 

home and long-term care facilities in Montana are already facing a shortage of nurses 

and/or aides. Current numbers around the nation represent the worst staffing shortages 

since the government began collecting data from nursing homes in May 2020. Low 

staffing levels in nursing homes--particularly among registered nurses-are associated 

with worse outcomes for residents, including more COVID-19 cases, deaths, and a 

higher likelihood of outbreaks. The mandate will undoubtedly make these problems 

worse. 

AMERICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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"By forcing healthcare workers to choose between their jobs or an experimental 

vaccine they do not want, CMS is affirmatively pinching an already strained work~ 

force-and particularly so in rural areas within [Montana]1 ') the lawsuit reads. 

Recognizing this workforce shortage and the untenable position in which it places 

covered healthcare facilities, federal guidance permits vaccinated employees who are 

testing positive for COV/0-19 to return to work while prohibiting unvaccinated 

healthcare employees from working unless they obtain an exemption. 

As the milder Omicron variant now accounts for 99.9 percent of COVID-19 cases in the 

country, the Biden administration's rationale for rushing the mandate without the legally 

required opportunity for the Pllblic to comment no longer exists. Additionally, emerging 

research shows that standard COVID• 19 vaccinations provide little protection against 

transmission of the Omicron variant, and federal authorities have begun to walk back 

prior claims about the efficacy of the vaccines against this now~dominant variant. 

Meanwhile, new guidance from the federal government issued after the U.S. Supreme 

Court decision imposes a brand-new vaccine mandate on state employees who survey 

and report whether Medicare and Medicaid facilities are complying with applicable 

regulations, including the mandate itself. This constitutes an ''independent, substantive 

rule, and yet CMS failed utterly to comply with the procedures required by [federal law]" 

yet again. 

The CMS COVIO-19 vaccine mandate also violates the Tenth Amendment. the 

Spending Clause, the Anti•Commandeering Doctrine, and the Nondelegation Doctrine. 

The case number is 3:21•Cv•03970 in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of 

Louisiana. lt is being led by Montana, Arizona, and Louisiana. The other states joining 

are Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Cilek >, • [lnks.gdJ to read the full amended complaint. 
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·::,,:,, :·:·, Peyton.Orew@oann,c.orn 
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Nerison. Kyler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Nerison, Kyler 
Friday, February 4, 2022 12:45 PM 
Cantrell. Emilee; Mougeot, Kelly 
Re: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Austin will be in town on Monday, right? 

From: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Orew@oann.com> 
Date: February 4, 2022 at 11:33:52 AM MST 
To: "Cantrell, Emilee" <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL) FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS 
mandate before new deadline 

Hi Emilee! 

It's Peyton Drew at One America News for the number-one show on the 
network, 'Real America' with Dan Ball. I was reaching out to see if the AG had 
availability on Monday bet\•veen 2:30pmET and 4pmET to discuss the topic 
below? 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
'l?eal America' With n~a1 BaH 
One America News Network 
Cell: I Office: 85B-270-690Q x117 

from; Montana Attorney General's Office (no reply) <MTAG@announcements.mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 10: 19 AM 
To: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Subject: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

AM HICAN 
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Maving trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page Jinks. qd]. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 4, 2022 

Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 

HELENA - Attorney General AL1stin Knudsen continues to lead the fight to protect 

Montana healthcare workers and their patients and employers from the Biden 

administration's COVI0-19 vaccination mandate. In a new filing today, Attorney 

General Knudsen and 15 other attorneys general ask a federal judge to once again 

block the federal government from enforcing the mandate in their respective states. 

The unlawful mandate for facilities that receive Medicare or Medicaid funding from the 

US. Department of Health and Human Services is ''causing havoc in the healthcare 

labor market" across the nation - especially in rural communities•- and does not 

account for tt1e pandemic's changing circumstances. 

"President Biden's scheme to federalize COVID-19 vaccination policy and force it 

on Americans who have chosen not to get the vaccine has hit the skids. Four 

separate mandates have either been struck down or are currently blocked by 
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federal courts," Attorney General Knudsen said. i
1AII that remains is the mandate 

for healthcare workers, and the emergence of the Omicron variant that is milder 

and resistant to vaccines has weakened the federal government's position even 

more. Healthcare systems in rural states like Montana can)t afford to lose more 

workers, or patients will suffer." 

The filing is the latest in the ongoing case against President Biden's vaccine mandate 

for health care workers. ft seeks to stop the federal government from enforcing the 

mandate in Montana before the February 14 deadline by which workers at covered 

facilities must have received a first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a pending or 

approved application for an exemption. 

According to data published by the AARP Public Policy Institute, 41 percent of nursing 

home and long-term care facilities in Montana are already facing a shortage of nurses 

and/or aides. Current numbers around the nation represent the worst staffing shortages 

since the government began collecting data from nursing homes in May 2020. Low 

staffing levels in nursing homes-particularly among registered nurses-are associated 

with worse outcomes for residents, including more COVID-19 cases, deaths, and a 

higher likelihood of outbreaks. The mandate will undoubtedly make these problems 

worse. 

"By forcing healthcare workers to choose between their jobs or an experimental 

vaccine they do not want, CMS Is affirmatively pinching an already strained work­

force~and particularly so in rural areas within [Montana]/' the lawsuit reads. 

Recognizing this workforce shortage and the untenable position in which it places 

covered healthcare facilities, federal guidance permits vaccinated employees who are 

testing positive for COV/0-19 to return to work while prohibiting unvaccinated 

healthcare employees from working unless they obtain an exemption. 

As the milder Omicron variant now accounts for 99.9 percent of COVID-19 cases in the 

country, the Biden administration's rationale for rllshing the mandate without the legally 

required opportunity for the public to comment no longer exists. Additionally, emerging 

researcl1 shows that standard COVID~19 vaccinations provide little protection against 

transmission of the Omicron variant, and federal authorities have begun to walk back 

prior claims about the efficacy of the vaccines against this nowmdominant variant. 

Meanwhile, new guidance from the federal government issued after the U.S. Supreme 

Court decision imposes a brand~new vaccine mandate on state employees who survey 

and report whether Medicare and Medicaid facilities are complying with applicable 

regulations, including the mandate itself. This constitutes an "independent, substantive 
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rule, and yet CMS failed utterly to comply with the procedures required by [federal law]" 

yet again. 

The CMS COVID-19 vaccine mandate also violates the Tenth Amendment, the 

Spending Clause, the Anti-Commandeering Doctrine, and the Nondelegation Doctrine. 

The case number is 3:21"cv~03970 in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of 

Louisiana. It is being led by Montana, Arizona, and Louisiana. The other states joining 

are Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Click :.·~ o: [lnks.qdJ to read the full amended complaint. 

,'•;:'.;; f',I:!:: ,:.: 
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Nerison, Klier 
--■111111•■■•-■ NII■ 1.11• --■ HIil Ii I WI II I HI ■ Ill ■11111 I■ 111111111 MIU I I •1111111 

From: Nerison, Kyler 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11 :26 AM 
Cantrell, Emilee 

Subject: RE: DRAFT - DirecTV letter 

Shortened a little 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov;,. 
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 11:21 AM 
To: Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 
Subject: DRAFT - DirecTV letter 

Attorney General Knudsen urges DirecTV to respect diversity of voices 

HELENA- Attorney General Knudsen joined other attorneys general in urgfng DirecTV to encourage, not restrict, 
viewpoint diversity in the media, and renew their contract with One America News Network (OAN}. 

"You cited a 'routine internal review' as the basis for ending your relationship. This Is highly troubling and 
disappointing. Not Just because this is an unwise business decision, but because you are masking what is obviously 
viewpoint discrimination with neutral corporate•speak; your decision was certainly not based on a 'routine internal 
review/'' the letter states. "Rather, your cancelation of OAN comes after a crescendo of powerful leftwing voices 
demanded that you take action against them ... Americans deserve a diversity of voices in their news. I urge you to 
do the right thing and ensure that they get it." 

Attorney General Knudsen joined attorneys general from Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Oklahoma, South 
Carolina, and West Virginia in signing the letter to DirecTV. 

Read the letter here. 

Emilee Can trt:~11 
Press Secretary 

### 

Attorn<::~y G(;'ncral Ai..i.stin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice 

406~444••5779 
Emi.lee.cantrell@ 11nt.gov 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Thi:; ,.,ni,,il 1.:on!nin1; intorm;_il:i1,in :i\ir','l H·h:1 fvlo1H,lr)I) Mlon\,,1•1 f:,,.Jn(;:!'al\; 0/tic(', v;hi::;·1 i:, corrf:(k:11tk1: i::,,d/or privili)\)•:d 11' yot: ,11<', n;it Hie 
in\er·1cli;d n;cipif;nt. pl(~a5e 1.10 no1 (%1,:lo,,1•~. copy. dic:lnt".1t.1tf.r Or' 1.::i,~ me u1;1U1nt:, ill tri;'., ini'orn·!mi1,n. Pk-;1:1,,: n(,tify 1T11.~ t.1y f,.,1.urn email .,111d del,11t., (he ir,;i,r-:-n:,ition y(:u 
re,::eived in error· i1rnne()i,,1t;,ily Th,1r1f\ y,,1i. 
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Nerison. K_!ler 
- ■•-•-■-•• M ■Ill■ •11111•■■■ &UH■■-■-■ 

From: Nerison, Kyler 
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 3:13 PM 

Cantrell, Emilee To: 

• Joined with 49 other states in Anti-Robocall Litigation Task Force to cut down on illegal robocalls 

• A lot of these scams are traced to call centers in cOlmtries like Indian and the Philippines, which means we need 
our federal government to work with and put pressure on the Indian government to crack down on them 

• There are literally office buildings in foreign country housing call centers where people go to work every day, 
and clock in and out. They look like companies that could provide legitimate customer servlce or tech support, 
but they are dedicated to scamming Americans - stealing meaning from us. And they target seniors. 

• This task force is taking aim at ''gateway carriers" that serve as the interface between foreign call centers and 
American carriers like Verizon and AT&T 

• The call centers use Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP), a technology that allows you to make voice calls using a 
broadband Internet connection instead of a reglilar phone line 

• Gateway carriers charge a small fee per call, so they make money by skirting the rules and allowing in calls even 
if they are likely illegal or fraudulent 

• Gateway providers that bring foreign traffic into the U.S. telephone network have a responsibility to ensure the 
traffic is legal, but these providers are not taking sufficient action to stop robocall traffic. In many cases, they 
appear to be intentionally turning a blind eye in return for steady revenue. 

o To give an example, in a matter of months 1 one company called ToHFreeDea!s transmitted 143 million 
calls from a single India-based entity -- 20% of them were Social Security Number frauds and 35% were 
loan approval scams, and the rest were a mix of tech support, income tax fraud, and others. 

o We1re going after companies like this that appear to be bad actors 
• We've sent 20 civil investigative demands to 20 gateway providers and other entities that are allegedly 

responsible for a majority of foreign robocall traffic 

• Common types of scams: 
o extort victims with penalty for fake income tax fraud; 
o get them to transfer money for safekeeping because of compromised Social Security Number; 
o help with tech support; they'll tell you something is wrong with your computer and get you give 

information to get control of it 
o make victims pay a fee for clearing some hurdle in the way of pre•approved loans 

• Tips to avoid scams and unwanted calls: 
o Be wary of callers who speclfically ask you to pay by gift cdfd, wire transfer, or cryptocurrency. For 

example, the Internal Revenue Service does not accept iTunes gift cards. 

o Look out for prerecorded calls from imposters posing as government ngencies. Typically, the Social 

Security Administration does not make phone calls to individui;Jls. 
o If you suspect fraudulent activity, immediately hi;Jng-up and do not provide any personal information. 

o File a Do Not tall or Text complaint here: ht!Jr~//ww 1N,dGnGt.e<_;Ji.es::YLI'.JjJOt'U)tn-ii 

o Be wi;lry of callers who specifically ask you to pay by gift ct1rd, wire transfer, or cryptocurrency. For 

example, the Internal Revenue Service does not accept iTunes gift cards. 

AM[ HICAN 
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o Look out for prerecorded calls frorn imposters posing as government agencies. Typically, the Social 

Security Administration does not make phone calls to individuals. 
o If you suspect fraudulent activity, immediately hang-Lip and do not provide any personal information. 
o File a Do Not Call or Text complaint here: r·,nn:',:/\,1,"J'•,\',ciQnoic;/;,,;t_;v/rt.:t)(!fi. i:1;.n;;,l 
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Nerison, K~ler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

····--·-••11••-

Nerison. Kyler 
Tuesday, March 15, 2022 10:16 AM 
Cantrell, Emilee 

dj ·~ ,..,.,,, .. 1,,, I"'·'\!''·''"' ,..,f,,,!l)'''""''·'-C•!"~'' ,.,.~·11.••tj ,.,.,h,t,~,,,1 ··,1·•!> 0,-~·~ 1.,1,•,;;,·"1),.,:, .. P,.,,,,., ,:-, 1·•1 .. ,,.,-1,~1 § ''1•,:, ........ ,.,,, •• 
~- ... , .. , ... ~ih.liL~t.l\..d 1~- n11i ... '11fl:r <l..~~.\.!;"'!1~0L,:-1:~'I:~:, •• :,, ~-t£11• ft'"·-~ .:.~ ... \,1,F'li, .. ~~ 1;..-.. ~:;!-'~.-..~•1 ~ .. ~'l;nn-lii~'l\-.,. .. ~i\ .. ~1\.-1 .. ~l~,,.,.,1~, ~.;,.~'!Ni (\u;,.",.4~.,t: .. ~~..,. 

The U.S. Justice and Treasury Departments should review the tax deductions four drugmakers made related to their $26 
billion opioid settlement, the U.S. House Oversight and Reform Committee said in a statement on Monday. The 
lawmakers1 in a letter dated March 10, asked the departments to examine the tax breaks taken by Cardinal Health Inc., 
McKesson Corp., AmerisourceBergen Corp and Johnson &Johnson. 

OAN s1.H~s l)fr(~cTV1 AUH for dn.~pping it~ f.ll'O·,Tn.11npJ~1·12n.oa&.,;p•1.~fa.r:::!·wmit~!,i~·nsi:~1K.wm,l 

One America News, the conspiratorial TV network for conservatives, flied a lawsuit last week against DirecTV and AT&T 
over the companies' decision this year to drop the network from their cable packages. The lawsuit seeks $1 billion in 
damages from DirecTV and its majority owner, AT&T. Lawyers for OAN said the two media companies used ''unchecked 
influence and power'' to '1unlawfully destroy an independent, family-run business and impede the right of American 
television viewers to watch the news media channels and programs of their choice.1

' 

tyli:!xirnns surgrn:i a5 Hif:'f,;c.ll \tmniii;radon on bofder rose in h~hn,::.:~•-v - \il!i.iShington Tlm(~:$ 

The number of illegal immigrants nabbed at the southern border rose in February as single adult Mexicans poured into 
the country at their highest rate in years, according to new Homeland Security data released Tuesday. All told, Customs 
and Border Protection tallied 164,973 encounters with unauthorized migrants last month, up about 7% compared to 
January. Of those nabbed, 71,210 were Mexican. That's up more than 40% compared to just a couple of months ago. 

;~.s)udi J~i·abi21 c~:msit:kii-s Au:(:1pting Ymm !nst,,~;.,:id of Do!L:;rs fo!' (bim~se Oil s,:iic)s; •·· W$_1 

Saudi Arabia is in active talks with Beijing to price its some of its oil sales to China in yuan, people familiar with the 
m<;1tter said, a move that would dent the U.S. dollar's dominance of the global petroleum market and mark another shift 
by the world's top crude exporter toward Asia. The talks with China over yuan-priced oil contracts have been off and on 
for six years but h,M~ accelerated this year as the Saudis have grown increasingly unhappy with decades-old U.S. security 
commitments to defend the kingdom, the people said, 

Whit~~ !·!m1sE! tfr~,,fl:s TikTok :;i:,us tf.l blanH~ Potin for d~;lng g::~'.; p~·ic.~~; 1 F,;n( Hu~;in1:~s:;; 

The Bicien administration tapped teenage TikTok influencers last week to coordinate messaging on Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine and blame Vladimir Putin for rising gas prices, according to a recording of a call between White House officials 
and the social media stars. Days later, Ellie Zeiler, and 18•year-old with more than 10 million followers on TikTok, posted 
a video in which she airned to answer the question, "Why is gas so expensive?" Zeiler was one of 30 TikTok stars to 
attend a March 10 Zoom meeting with White House officials and National Security Council staffers, the Washington Post 
reported last week. She posted her video Sunday. 

i yfr follow•- 1 Hwr rn ··"("djn~•· ·h~ri·n,r r·~rv ~~"~•· ;;~arh·:n'~~•:, h,r ····ldt1,~· 1 "'r\'··,c rot·1 1 
'" ,, • ' .,} ._,•I' ~.,,.J:., 'l~,.;i.,.t,1''11•••...,.,_. •• ,., ..... ).,.«:",,.,,,)l'.,,,,,i::'-~ .. •'.l:,,"l.-,.-,.w11•1' 1aN11~"_,~..,l'a,o•,.,.,.,,-,w•..5•,,'-'•l'IIIU~•.i'/'1t,,..llll,t.,.;r,_.,,, 9 '1 

Lyft is adding a temporary surcharge on its rides to help drivers deal with surging gas prices, the company said Monday. 
Lyft said the fees will go to drivers, who are in charge of filling up their own tanks. The company did not provide further 
details on how much more riders can expect to pay. But rideshare drivers have become upset with the rising gas prices, 
which take away from their earnings. Some have called on Uber and Lyft to ease the burden, while others have 
threatened to quit. 
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l\i'J~~nchin W,>n'~ S1.1pP-_Q(~ R;;1skin for r.h~~ h.•ck:rn! Res1?rv,:• •· n~f! New York Ti1rH-1~ \n'iSlrn~:'.i:£:~l 
Senator Joe Manchin Ill, a key centrist Democrat, announced on Monday that he would not support Sarah Bloom Raskin 

for a top position on the Federal Reserve, potentially dooming her chances for confirmation as Republicans show little 

appetite for placing a supporter of stricter bank regulation into the powerful role. Without Republican support in the 

evenly divided Senate, Democrats need all .50 senators who caucus with their party to vote in favor of Ms. Raskin for her 

to become the Federal Reserve's vice chair for supervision. Republicans have so far stonewalled her nomination in 

committee, raising concerns about her position on climate regulation and her work in the private sector, 

lfalf (If Atn!?dc:::rns. Doubt. Hkien Wil! f-km 1n 2014, WS.i Pon S.!WV/S .-)VS.! 

President Biden enters this year's midterm elections with roughly half of Americans doubting he will seek re-election in 

2024, with some citing the toll of the office on the country's oldest president as the nation is facing a pandemic, high 

inflation and Russia's war with Ukraine. A new Wall Street Journal poll found that 52% of Americans don't think Mr. 

Biden will run for re-election in two years, while 29% do expect him to pursue a second term. Nineteen percent are 

undecided about his future. Among Democrats, 41% said they think Mr, Blden will run again, while 32% said they didn't 

think he would. The poll found 26% of those Democrats unsure. 

St~te Dcp;.ntnwnt api~es to s.!J.21'lll.!:il~D!!:L .. ?dfi~:D.3Ltliiil1Ii .. iQqN!,;":,:Y,: Ynrk Ti;rn,~s i \l✓ashlngton Ex,.,e1:!J.1.~.~.r 

A lawyer for the New York Tirnes said Friday said the newspaper reached an agreement with the State Department to 

supply correspondence mentionlng Hunter Biden and others tied to his business dealings. A Friday court filing 

announced the development, pc1rt of a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit seeking the records. David Mccraw, who is 

representing the New York Times, informed the judge that the State Department said it started identifying records as 

part of the request and agreed to hand over the first batch of records April 28. 

AMf HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 2 



MT-AG-22-0522-A-000085

Nerison, K~ler 
••• ••• m•■•-• ••-•• w■u1•11•■ •••••r 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Nerison, Kyler 
Friday, September 30, 2022 9:36 AM 
Cantrell, Emilee 

Bie;k,n ::1dmlni:~J;r •. 1Uon sc~)i(~~; bad, 1;t1.1dent d~1.ht,r0bxf for rr\~llii:ms. ,~mid i1~g;:d_;;:,;;in,:~~n1$,_ ".Pourn::o 
The Biden administration ls scaling back its debt relief program for millions of Americans over concerns about legal 
challenges frorn the student loan industry as well as a new lawsuit from Republican-led states. In a reversal, the 
Education Department said on Thursday it would no longer allow borrowers who have federal student loans that are 
owned by private entities to qualify for the relief program. The administration had previously said those borrowers 
would have a path to receive up to $10,000 or $20,000 of loan forgiveness. The policy change comes as the Biden 
administration this week faces its first major legal challenges to the loan forgiveness program, which Republicans have 
railed against as an illegal use of executive power that is too costly for taxpayers. 

011uo1.1rf~;~d. ~:en5orsh~p:J~~;Js:31:.~t~d pd11,~~t1,)1 th\tiN t,:) ,t,u·g,?t ,mil!i~)ns of so,cfal pGf;ts tn 2020 I .foH Th,i News 
Aconsortium of four prrvate groups worked with the departments of Homeland Security (DHS) and State to censor 
massive numbers of social media posts they considered misinformation during the 2020 election; and its members then 
got rewarded with millions of federal dollMs from the Biden administration afterwards, according to interviews and 
documents obtained by Just the News. The Election Integrity Partnership is back in action again for the 2022 midterm 
elections, raising concerns among civil libertarians that a chilling new form of public-private partnership to evade the 
First Amendment's prohibition of government censorship may be expanding. 

~.Gl~lii.!l.J~!;:1st Twitt!.'ff for ;;;:t::ls nc);t W child 1::ornm;t,.1phy a,c,:cmnt~, 1 H~tutm·s 

Some major advertisers including Dyson, Mazda, Forbes and PBS Kids have suspended their marketing campiligns or 
removed their ads from parts of Twitter because their promotions appeared alongside tweets soliciting child 
pornography, the companies told Reuters. DIRECTV and Thoughtworks also told Reuters late on Wednesday they have 
paused their advertising on Twitter. Brands ranging from Walt Disney Co (D15.N), NBCUniversal (CMCSA.O) and Coca .. 
Cola Co (KO.NJ to a children's hospital were among more than 30 advertisers that appeared on the proflle pages of 
Twitter accounts peddling links to the exploitative material, according to a Reuters review of accounts identified in new 
research about child sex abuse online from cybersecurity group Ghost Data. 

fed!t~n1! Court; Cdtlca! r{,~u,~ nw~ory h ,1 'H::~;m,n;i~' Ti~ 'Tr;;,nsfonn' Judid,>.ry {fr,;r:~l.:H~;,;um.(:o:,,t 

The federal district court of Rhode Island is slated to host a panel on critical race theory as a 11resource1
' to ''transform'' 

the judiciary, the latest sign that a once-obscure legal theory has become mainstream among judges and lawyers. The 
panel, "Critical Race Theory: What It Is And What It Is Not," will take place in October during the court's 2022 
conference, "Racial and Social Justice in the Federal Courts." Featuring three law professors, the session will "help us 
imderstand and transform the relationship between race and power thro11gh our work as attorneys and judges," 
according to the conference agenda. There do not appear to be any dissenting voices on the panel. All three scholars-·­
Oevon W. Carbado of UCLA School of Law, Osamudia James of UNC School of Law, and Angela Onwuachf"Willig, the 
dean of Boston Universjty School of Law-Me outspoken proponents of critical race theory, which claims, among other 

things, that ostensibly neutral laws perpetuate white supremacy. 

HH~ Hl: !s 1R~:voidng-' Ci:msen1ai:ivr:• A,g,::nls' S(,G.idty Ch•,H:,11'lCP~;, GOP t,w~·niah~r<.; /.\lk•f:<'~ ! Th1:~ D,dhr C;,!le~-

The FBI is revoking the security clearances of conservative agents and retaliating against suspected whistleblowers, 
three House Republica11s alleged in a Thursday letter. Republicans in both chambers of Congress have alleged 
widespread politicized misconduct in the FBI, most notably by a Washington, D.C, agent who investigated Hunter Biden. 
That agent, Timothy Thibault, resigned in August rather than face an internal review. Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley, the 
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ranking member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, has said that whistleblowers have 1:1pproached his office to report 

internal misconduct in the bureau's investigations into former President Donald Trump. The FBI is cracking down on 

suspected whistleblowers in response, Republican Reps. Jim Jordan of Ohio, Darrell Issa of California, and Mike Johnson 

of Louisiana alleged in a letter to FBI Executive Assistant Director Jennifer Leigh Moore. 
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Nerison, K~ler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Selph, Will 
Thlirsday, March 10, 2022 2:22 PM 
Aaron Reitz 
Dewhirst David 
RE: REVISED Lt!tt<~r to DirecTV re OAN 

What's the reason behind the change? 

Will Selph 
Chief of Staff 

Attorney General A1,.1stin Knuds<:.'n1 Montana Department of Justice 

a •-■-■-

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: ll\1~ ~1tWil ct1/llait'IS irif1.lr'n'1,:H1or1 from ttll1 Mc111t~,n~l Al!ol'l1"1y G0m-1ral's Of-fici~ wtiic.ih 1s confide:rltial ;,ml/or privilci!JG!(l. If yo(,J .,r,i n,ll il1e 

int,ini;led rec;ipient. ple<1se do not disc;lose, copy, distrilwte or 1.1se \lie (Xmti::nts of tllis inforfnation. Plea~e notify rne by ri:Hurn email and delet1~ the ir1forn,,1t1on you 
received in ,}t-ror im11·1e(Ml-ely. TnanK you. 

From: Aiilron Reitz <Aaron.Reitz@oag.texas.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2022 2:05 PM 
To: Murrill, Elizabeth <MurrmE@ag.louislidna.gov>; StllesB@ag.louisiana.gov; justin.matheny@ago.ms.gov; 
michelle.williams@ago.ms.gov; John.Coghlan@ago.ms.gov; scott.stewart@ago.ms.gov; John.Sauer@ago.rno.gov; Selph, 
Will <William.Selph@mt.gov>; Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>; Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@rnt.gov>; 
Knudsen, Austin <Austin.Knudsen@mt.gov>; benjamin.flowers@ohioattorneygeneral.gov; 
Brenda.rinehart@ohioattorneygeneral.gov; Tim.Downing@oag.ok.gov; Mansinghani, Mithun 
<rnithun.rnansinghani@oag.ok.gov>; Jason.murray@oag.ok.gov; ThomasHydrick@scag.gov; rcook@scag.gov; 
mgates@scag.gov; jyoung@scag.gov; Smith, Emory <ESmith@scag.gov>; thomas.t.lampman@wvago.gov; 
M lchae I. R. Wi II ia ms@wvago.gov; Terri. r.varney@wvago.gov; Ii nd say. s.see@wvago.gov 
Cc: Brent Webster <Brent.Webster@oag.texas.gov>; Grant Dorfman <Grant.Dorfman@oag.texas.gov>; Michelle Ghetti 
<Michelle.Ghetti@oag.texas.gov>; Kimberly Hubbard <Kimberly.Hubbard@oag.texas.gov>; Alejandro Garcia 
<Alejandro. Gar-da@oag.texas.gov>; Austin Kinghorn <Austin .Kinghorn@oag .texas .gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] REVISED letter to DirecTV re OAN 
Importance: High 

Frlends, 

Please see attached letter. We changed one sentence at the bottom of the first page and wanted to get your 

approval before launching. 

Original: Those values appear to have changed dramatically in late 2020 when longtime Democrat William Earl 
Kennard became the Chairman of AT&T's Board of Directors. 

New: Those values appear to have changed dramatically in late 2020 when the legacy media decided Joe 
Biden was the next president. 
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By 5pm central today, reply to me directly and let me know that you're still okay with this letter going out 

Thank you for your patience and prompt attention to this. 

Best, 

Aaron F. Relu 
Deputy Attorney General for legal Strategy 
Office of the Attorney General of Texas 
Desk: 512-936-1989 
Cell: 

AM[ HICAN 
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Nerison, Kvler 
■- • ■ '- -- •• • •••••• ••-••••r 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Nerison, Kyler 
Tuesday, February 8, 2022 9:17 AM 
Cantrell, Emilee 

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General km1dsen leading fight to block CMS mandate 
before new deadline 

At least the shirt didn't look purple this time. 

from: Cmtrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Sent: Monday, February 7, 2022 9:27 PM 
To: Nerlson, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL} FW: Attorney General Knudsen le;;iding fight to block CMS mandate before new deadltne 

Is it just me or does our sound sound like it's coming thn1 a radio. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Date: February 7, 2022 at 8:2.0:06 PM MST 
To: ''Cantrell, Emilee'' <Emilee.Cantrell(@rnt.go'{>, 11Nerison, Kyler'' <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before 
new deadline 

Hi! 

Thanks so much for helping coordinate this inn)rview today. l-fore is the link1 ICYMI: REAL 
AMERICA•· Dan Ball W/ AG Knudsen, Tyrannical COVID Mandates, 2/7/22 {rumble.com) [rumble.com] 

Thanks again! 
When you post to social media, please ug the following: 
Facchook: One America News Network, R(!al America with Dan Ball 
Instagnun: @danpball and @oue_america_news_ 
Twitter and Gettr: @DanNewsManBaJI and @OANN 

God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer 
'Real A.merica' VVH.h Oan BaH 
One America News Network 

AM[ HICAN 
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From: Cantrell, Emilee <Ernilee.Cantrell(@mt.gov> 
Sent: Monday, February 7, 2022 9:42 AM 
To: Peyton Drew <Pe:itOn.Orew.@.Qann.com>; Neri.son, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL) FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 

deadline 

We're still on. Thanks! 

From: Peyton Drew <Pttvtsn.Drew.@o~nn.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 7, 2022 10:27 AM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@mt..:RID'.>; Nerison, Kyler <!Sx!.i;,_r.Nerison(romt.gov> 
Subject: RE: (EXTERNAL) FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

Hello! 

I wanted to re-confirm our interview today with the AG ;.:1round 2:30pmET. We're looking 
forward t:o it! 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
TalE:nt Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
'Real America' V./1th Dan Ha!J 
One , • • ~ • etwork 
Cell: I Office: 858-270-6900 x117 

t~}I :~::,: :' 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantre)L@mt,EOV> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 2:40 PM 
To: Peyton Drew <Peyton,Drew@oann.com>; Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Neris,2n.@£rlUQY> 

AMERlvAI\I 
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S':'bJect: Re: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

Saw this as I landed so thought I'd give Kyler a little break. Here's the Skype 

account: 

Thanks Peyton! 

From: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 3:24 PM 
To: Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison(@mt.gov> 
Cc: Cantrell, Emilee <En::,J!gg.Cantre!!.@mt.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen l(rnding fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

Hi Kyler! 

2:30pmET works on Monday. All [ need is his Skype username. Thank you - looking 
forward to it! 
God bless. 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer j Executive Assistant 
'l?eal America' Wlth Dan B.:llH 
One America News Network 
Cell: Office: 858-270-6900 xll.7 

from: Nerison, Kyler <Kv:ler.Nerison@rot.ggv> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 12:27 PM 
To: Peyton Drew <.E_~ton.Drew(@oann.com> 
Cc: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cantrell@rrlJ:gov> 
Subject: RE: [E:XTERNALJ FW: Attorney General l<nt1dsen leading fight to block CMS rnandate before new 
deadline 

Hi Peyton - Emilee's on the road today so I'm covering for her - but absolutely. More toward the 2:30 
side would work better but we have some flexibility. 

AM HICAN 
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Nerison, Kyler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Importance: 

Will Selph 
Chid of Staff 

Selph, Will 
Thursday, March 10, 2022 2:25 PM 

Nerison, Kyf er 
Dewhirst, David 
FW: REVISED Letter to DirecTV re OAN 

Letter to DirecTV re. OAN from TX, et al. (03.10.2022).pdf 

High 

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This eitmlll cont~iins info!I"nal.ion (r"Om UH:! Mon!im,1 AHomi;y Girniirnrn 01fa:r~ 1,,'1"1ich i,, c.on1i(1enti81 Gndlor prNlloqed. Ii you i.ir~\ not lho-i 
intended recipient, please do not ciisclose, copy, cli,;ti·ibuw or us1~ tl\,•l eon1011ts of ll1is inforrna!.lon. Pl11~1~~ notrfy me by fdurn (;tna1I clrKI tfolE>!e the information you 
received in rjrror immediately. Thank you. 

from: Aaron Reitz <Aaron.Reitz@)oag.texas.gov> 
Sent: Thursday 1 March 101 2022 2:05 PM 
To: Murrill, Elizabeth <MurrillE@ag.louislana.gov>; StHesB@ag.louisiana.gov; justln.matheny@ago.ms.gov; 
rnichelle.williams@ago.ms.gov; John.Coghlan@ago.ms.gov; scott.stewart@ago.ms.gov; .John5auer@ago.mo,gov; Selph, 
Will <William.Selph@mt.gov>; Dewhirst, David <David.Dewhirst@mt.gov>; Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov>; 
Knudsen, Austin <Austln.Knudsen@mt.gov>; benjamin.flowers@ohfoattorneygenernl.gov; 
Brenda.rinehart@ohioattorneygeneral.gov; Tirn.Oowning@oag.ok.gov; Mansinghani, Mithun 
<mithun.mansinghani@oag.ok.gov>; Jason.murray@oag.ok.gov; ThomasHydrick@scag.gov; rcook@scag.gov; 
mgates@sci:.lg.gov; jyoung@scag.gov; Smith, Emory <ESmith@Jscag.gov>; thornas.t.larnpman@wvago.gov; 
Michael.R.Willlams@wvago.gov; Terri.r.varney@wvago.gov; lindsay.s.see@wvago.gov 
Cc: Brent Webster <Brent.Webster@oag.texas.gov>; Grant Dorfman <Grant.Dorfman@oag.texas.gov>; Michelle Ghetti 
<Michelle.Ghetti@oag.texas.gov>; Kimberly Hubbard <l<imberly.Hubbard@oag.texas.gov>; Alejandro Garcia 
<Alejandro.Garcia@oag.texas.gov>; Austin Kinghorn <Au.stin.Kinghorn@oag.texas.gov> 
Subject; [EXTERNAL] REVISED Letter to DirecTV re OAN 
Importance: High 

Friends, 

Please see attached letter. We changed one sentence at the bottom of the first page and wanted to get your 

approval before launching. 

Original: Those values appear to have changed dramatically in late 2020 when longtime Democrat William Earl 

Kennard became the Chairman of AT&T's Board of Directors. 
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New: Those values appear to have changed dramatically in late 2020 when the legacy media decided Joe 
Biden was the next president. 

By 5pm central today, reply to me directly and let me know that you're still okay with this letter going out. 

Thank you for your patience and prompt attention to this. 

Best, 

f_-' 
l• 
lL~ ... 

• w-,'tl~J~."'~~~ 

' •?~J.i,;~~f. 

Aaron F. Reitz 
Deputy Attorney General for Legal Strategy 
Office of the Attorney General of Texas 
Desi~ 
Cell: ...... 

AM HICAN 
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BilJ Morrow 
CEO, DirecTV, LLC 
2260 East Imperial Hwy 
LA 5/12th Fl. W/S 1248 
El Segundo, CA 90245 
Sent via email 

March IO, 2022 

Dear Mr. Morrow; 

KEN PA.XT()N 
,\.ITOR~EY (il:NE.R.'\I. 0.1' TEXAS 

DirecTV recently announced its plan not to renew its contract with One America 
News Network when it expires this April. You cited a urnutine internal reviewn as the basis 
fot ending your telationship. 

This is highly troubling and disappointing. Not just because this is an unwise 
business decision, but because you are masking what is obviously viewpoint discrimination 
with neutral corporate .. speak; your decision was certainly not based on a ''routine internal 
review,,, 

Rather, your cancelation of OAN comes after a crescendo of powerful leftwing 
voices demanded that you take action against them. A recent press release from Media 
Matters gets to the heart of the yearlong coordinated attack against OAN: 

Since Febtuary 2021, Media Matters has been campaigning to get OAN>s 
current cable providers to drop the channel and to prevent prospective 
providers from picking up the channel. Previously documented OANis 
noxious coverage includes a deadly TV campaign against COVID-19 
vaccines, hateful anti-LGBTQ content, and a network-wide assault on 
elections meant to hype bogus claims of fraud and overturn the 2020 results. 

Obviously, these inflammatory accusations against OAN are ridiculous. And even 
if they weren 1t-·-·-.. that is, even if OAN were more accurately constrned as simply 
representing a different perspective from the legacy media)s liberal orthodoxics~that's 
precisely what your majority owner AT&T wanted when it signed OAN; viewpoint 
diversity. Those values appear to have changed dramatically in late 2020 when the legacy 
media decided Joe Biden was the next president. 

AM[ HICAN 
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My fellow attorneys general and I strongly recommend that you reconsider your 
pl"esent course and renew your contract with OAN in April. Your failure to do so will not 
only cause you to lose millions of dollars in business, but also drive many millions of 
Americans to simply cancel your services outright) as President Trump and other leading 
figures have already called for. 

Americans deserve a diversity of voices in their news. I urge you to do the dght 
thing and ensure that they get it. 

For Liberty and Justice, 

Ken Paxton 
Attorney General of Texas 

Jeff Landry 
Attorney General of Louisiana 

Eric Schmitt 
Attorney General of Missouri 

Dave Yost 
Attorney General of Ohio 

AMERICAN 
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Attorney General of Mississippi 

Austin Knudsen 
Attorney General of Montana 

John O'Connor 
Attorney General of Oklahoma 
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Alan Wilson 
Attorney General of South Carolina 

cc: 

Board Members of DirecTV, LLC: 
SteveMcGaw 
Thaddeus Arroyo 
David Trujillo 
John Flynn 

CEO of AT&T, Inc.: 
John T. Stankey via email 

AM[ HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 

Patrick Morrisey 
Attorney General of West Virginia 

Board Members of AT&'I\ Inc.: 
William E. Kennard 
Samuel A. Di Piazza,Jr. 
Scott T. Ford 
Glenn H. Hutchins 
Debra L. Lee 
Stephen]. Lucz<> 
Michael B. McCallister 
Beth E, Mooney 
Matthew K. Rose 
Cynthia B. Taylor 
Luis A. Ubinas 
Geoffrey Y. Yang 
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Nerison, K~ler 

Subject: 
Location: 

Start: 
End: 
Show Time As: 

Recurrence: 

Meeting Status: 

Organizer: 
Required Attendees: 

OAN interview with Dan Ball on 'Real America' 

Skype 

Mon 2/i /2022 '12:30 PM 
Mon 2/7/2022 1 :00 PM 
Tentative 

(none) 

Not yet responded 

Mougeot Kelly 
Knudsen, Austin; Nerison, Kyler; Cantrell, Emilee 

TITLE OF EVENT- OAN interview with Dan Ball on 'Real America' 
OUTLET - One America News Network 
DATE - February 7 at 12:30 MT 

FORMAT- Skype 

NOTES/REMARKS/TALKING POINTS 
Topic is Friday filing in CMS vaccine mandate lawsuit. 

AMf HICAN 
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Kyler Nerison 
C:ommunicaHons Director 
Attomcy General Austin Knudsen, Montana Department of Justice 
406-444-2031 

CONf=-'lliE;:NTIAI-ITY N()TICE: ·n !i½ r~1n\❖il ,:c.mt.;iHs ui!\HtiH•:Uon ttmn If\~? f-..qOitl:~a';<:i AHotney Gf'>'.e:·r•l·~ ()f<ic0 '~11hh~:, rnt~Y b•.~ conriderHi.:t! t~nr.:!(11 
pl':vn~~gt~ft II yo,: arc.: 110\ ti'lf:r $n,~?n<"l~!l'' 11:'r.~1~·>1iHtt. ~~,,~;~.:;:,}:~ dii o<,t (~i$•d1.)~t~. <.~:)►,·1, (.fo:ittifJu~o (Jf c:1'rt ·u~e GO(rle,H~ oi tt1!s fr1forn1;;)lk~11 Pl'~-;J!}e r~oti)y 
1n(;: l)y i'<~lurn ~:r11;.11l an,J r,1{~1elrt 1ht<? frdnn!;:-1tll}fi y1);.1 r{fG1•;iv~~<i ~11 ,:n'ff.:!' ii\)niU<Ji;H~.~ly. 'fh~~~1l< yuu. 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Peyton Drew <Pevton.Drew@oann.corn> 
Date: February 4, 2022. at 11:33:52 AM MST 
To: 11Cantrell, Emilee" <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov> 
Subject: (EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS 
mandate before new deadline 

Hi Emilee! 

It's Peyton Drew at One America News for the numher~one show on the 
network, 'Real America' with Dan Ball. l was reaching out to see if the AG had 
availability on Monday between 2::30pmET and 4pmET to discuss the topic 
below? 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
'Real America' 'With D;,Ln Bai!. 
One ~~t:work 
Cell:-1 Office: 858•270•6900 x117 

-~OAN 
~~~ 

From: Montana Attorney General's Office (no reply) <MTAG(a>announcements.mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 10:19 AM 

AMERICAN 
PVERSIGHT " 
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To: Peyton Drew <Petton.Drewp)oanru:orn> 
Subject: Attorney General Kn\Jdsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new 
deadline 

AMERICAN 
PVERSIGHT 

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page Hnks.gdl 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 4, 2022 

CONTACT: Kyler Nerison I 

Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 

HELENA - Attorney General Austin Knudsen continues to lead the fight to protect 

Montana healthcare workers and their patients and employers from the Biden 

administration's COVID~19 vaccination mandate. In a new filing today, Attorney 

General Knudsen and 15 other attorneys general ask a federal judge to once again 

block the federal government from enforcing the mandate in their respective states. 

The unlawful mandate for facilities that receive Medicare or Medicaid funding from the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is "causing havoc in the healthcare 
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labor market" across the nation - especially in rural communities - and does not 

account for the pandemic's changing circumstances, 

1'President Biden's scheme to federalize COVID-19 vaccination policy and force it 

on Americans who have chosen not to get the vaccine has hit the skids. Four 

separate mandates have either been struck down or are currently blocked by 

federal courts,>' Attorney General Knudsen said. HAIi that remains is the mandate 

for healthcare workers, and the emergence of the Omicron variant that is milder 

and resistant to vaccines has weakened the federal government's position even 

more. Healthcare systems In rural states like Montana can't afford to lose more 

workers, or patients will suffer." 

The filing is the latest in the ongoing case against President Biden's vaccine mandate 

for health care workers. 1t seeks to stop the federal government from enforcing the 

mandate in Montana before the February 14 deadline by which workers at covered 

facilities must have recelved a first dose of a COVID"19 vaccine or have a pending or 

approved application for an exemption. 

According to data published by the AARF> Public Policy Institute, 41 percent of nursing 

home and long"term care facilities in Montana are already facing a shortage of nurses 

and/or aides, Current numbers around the nation represent the worst staffing shortages 

since the government began collecting data from nursing homes in May 2020. Low 

staffing levels in nursing homes-particularly among registered nurses-are associated 

with worse outcomes for residents, including more COVID-19 cases, deaths, and a 

higher likelihood of outbreaks. The mandate will undoubtedly make these problems 

worse. 

jjBy forcing healthcare workers to choose between their jobs or an experimental 

vaccine they do not want, CMS is affirmatively pinching an already strained work­

force--and particularly so in rural areas within [Montana]/' the lawsuit reads. 

Recognizing this workforce shortage and the untenable position in which it places 

covered healthcare facilities, federal guidance permits vaccinated employees who are 

testing positive for COV/0•19 to return to work while prohibiting unvaccinated 

healthcare employees from working unless they obtain an exemption. 

As the milder Omicron variant now accounts for 99.9 percent of COVID-19 cases in the 

country, the Biden administration's rationale for rushing the mandate without the legally 

required opportunity for the public to comment no longer exists. Additionally, emerging 

research shows that standard COVID-19 vaccinations provide little protection against 
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transmission of the Omicron variant, and federal authorities have begun to walk back 

prior claims about the efficacy of the vaccines against this now-dominant variant. 

Meanwhile, new guidance from the federal government issued after the U.S. Supreme 

Court decision imposes a brand-new vaccine mandate on state employees who SL1rvey 

and report whether Medicare and Medicaid facilities are complying with applicable 

regulations, including the mandate itself. This constitutes an "independent, substantive 

rule, and yet CMS failed utterly to comply with the procedures required by [federal law]" 

yet again. 

The CMS COVID-19 vaccine mandate also violates the Tenth Amendment, the 

Spending Clause, the Anti-Commandeering Doctrine, and the Nondelegation Doctrine. 

The case number is 3:21-cv-03970 in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of 

Louisiana. It is being led by Montana, Arizona, and Louisiana. The other states joining 

are Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ol1io, Oklahoma, South 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Click L;:_'< [lnks.gd] to read the full amended complaint. 

-END-

r i ;;•::. ~-~ 1 ·1 ;;.!.:! 1.~,.', .. : ~::. '.·:,,··:~1 ·, i !;_; peyton. Drew@oann ,corn , ~ •:.::~ \/ ,:::.:)·/: :~.:· !~ ~r::•~;·y ·.'_; :::r:·~~ -,..~. 1~ :ii::-:'.~~ i~;~·1
1:~ ,,.': ic \ .1::: 1:;~·~ :.: 1(· 1-~~·., ! : ·:ii: :'~·\·:,:)1 :~~ ~ :·:~ :·: .. i:; .. :i;·:·1.->\1 • .. :: ~.-~~ .<:~ : ~: .,·. 

'., :,:·i ;i :,:: • :::-; :::. !\,; ,'.:\,:;!! :;},:·' 1'::; '•3;: . ~-·t;:;:i.;:··i·i~-:. f',:'j··:· j;)i:~'..! ·; 

AM[ HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 

C 

7 



MT-AG-22-0522-A-000102

Nerison, Kiler 
··-· ·-· 1101• • ........ , ....... ___ _ 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Nerison, Kyler 
Friday, February 4, 2022 7 :11 PM 
Mougeot, Kelly; Cantrell, Emilee 

-■•- -----·-············-····-

Subject: RE: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

It'll probably be 10·15 minutes 

From: Mougeot, Kelly <KMougeot@mt.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 12:48 PM 
To: Cantrell, Emilee <Ernilee.Cantrell@mt.gov>; Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 
Subject: RE: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Austin will be in town, yes, Do you know how long they want to interview him for? 

Kelly Mougeot 
Executive Assistant 
Attorney Genera.I Austin Knudsen, Montana Departn,..::~nt of Justice 

CON~ll)l;NllALJfY NOllCE: n1l!l ,irni,il u1nhiin:-; :nl°<)rrn:,l(ior\ f;orrr (ht; l\;l,)nt,,1:·i;:: l\t((,l;niiy (;t;nr-,r;;,,·r: 011r,:,i whi(;l·i 1!l C('1;-1fi(:l,1n(i;:_i1 ;,l/'1/l/N prlvil<11'1d :; y<:1:..1 ,.ir,) !\,J11t1,,, 

ir'1fi<!r'ltfod n~c1pk~nL PIE-);;!,;,~ d() f1(>t. dit;t':(O:,e,!, (;!.)ilr', t!i);!,;"ii')1.li1i O!' :1/;fi ll)i'! (.:c)nh:irll'.'; r)f ihi:: ir\i1)r1i1!.1!ion. Pifti.lf,;G nMily f)l(') t)y r,.Hurt'\ f!IYt!lil flflt:I ddi. 11(! 1'1'11,, infonn,1:.1,,n Ylll: 
mc~iilll'.:CI il'I <!(r'cli' i:'nrll•H.'.li,l!nly. fMnk y1)u. 

From: Cantrell, Emilee <Emilee.Cant:rell@mt.gov:> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 12:47 PM 

To: Nerison, Kyler <.!5vler-.. Nf#.rj~q_r1.@_rnt:&.9.Y.> 
Cc: Mougeot, Kelly.:::KMougeot@rnt.gov> 
Subject: Re: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate before new deadline 

Maybe he could do it after that radio interview? 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Feb 4, 2022, at 12:45 PM, Nerison, Kyler <Kyler.Nerison{@mtgov> wrote: 

Austin will be in town on Monday, right? 

AM[ HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 

From: Peyton Drew <Peyton,.Qr?w.@oann.corrp 
Date: February 4, 2022 at 11:33:52 AM MST 
To: '1Cantrell, Emilee'1 <Emilee.Cantrell(wmt.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Attorney General Knudstin leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 
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Hi Emilee! 

It's Pr.yt:on Drew tlt One America News for the number-one 
show on the network, 'Real America' with Dan Ba!L I was 
reaching out to SE!E! if tht AG had availability on Monday 
between 2:30pmET and 4pmET to discuss the topic b(!low? 
God bless, 

Peyton Drew 
Talent Booker I Producer I Executive Assistant 
'R.eal..'-lmerica· ·~vH.h .D.:rn H;:if! 
One~etwork 
Cell: - I Office: 858~270-6900 x1 :17 

<image00Lpng> 
<image008.jpg> 

From: Montana Attorney General's Office (no reply) 
<MTAG@announcements.mt.&Q.'t'.> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 10:19 AM 
To: Peyton Drew <Peyton.Drew@oann.com> 
Subject: Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to block CMS mandate 
before new deadline 

Having trouble viewing !hi$ email? View it as a Web page [Inks gdl. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 4, 2022 

Attorney General Knudsen leading fight to 
block CMS mandate before new deadline 

HELENA - Attorney General Austin Knudsen continues to lead the fight to protect 

Montana healthcare workers and their patients and employers from the Biden 
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administration's COVID-19 vaccination mandate. In a new filing today, Attorney 

General Knudsen and 15 other attorneys general ask a federal judge to once again 

block the federal government from enforcing the mandate in their respective states. 

The unlawful mandate for facilities that receive Medicare or Medicaid funding from ti 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is "causing Mvoc in the healthcare 

labor market" across the nation - espedally in rural communities - and does not 

account for the pandemic's changing circumstances. 

"President Blden's scheme to federalize COVID-19 vaccination policy and fore 

on Americans who have chosen not to get the vaccine has hit the skids. Four 

separate mandates have either been struck down or are currently blocked by 

federal courts,'' Attorney General Knudsen said. "All that remains is the mandati 

for healthcare workers, and the emergence of the Omicron variant that is mild1 

and resistant to vaccines has weakened the federal government's position ev, 

more. Healthcare systems in rural states like Montana can't afford to lose mor 

workers, or patients will suffer:· 

The filing is the latest in the ongoing case against President Biden·s vaccine manda 

for health care workers. It seeks to stop the federal government from enforcing the 

mandate in Montana before the February 14 deadline by which workers at covered 

facilities must have received a first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a pending< 

approved application for an exemption. 

According to data published by the AARP Public Policy l nstitute, 41 percent of nursi 

home and long-term care facilities in Montana are already facing a shortage of nurs1 

and/or aides. Current numbers around the natfon represent the worst staffing 

shortages since the government began collecting data from nursing homes in May 

2020. Low staffing levels in nursing homes-particularly among registered nurses­

associated with worse outcomes for residents, including more COVID-19 cases, 

deaths, and a higher likelihood of outbreaks. The mandate will undoubtedly make 

these problems worse. 

jjBy forcing healthcare workers to choose between their jobs or an experimen· 

vaccine they do not want, CMS is affirmatively pinching an already strained 

work-force--and particularly so in rural areas within [MontanaJi" the lawsuit 

reads. 

Recognizing this workforce shortage and the untenable position in which it places 

covered healthcare facilities, federal guidance permits vaccinated employees who a 
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testing positive for COV/0"19 to return to work while prohibiting unvaccinated 

healthcare employees from working unless they obtaln an exemption. 

As the milder Omicron variant now accounts for 99,9 percent of COVID~ 19 cases in 

country, the Biden administration's rationale for rushing the mandate without the leg 

required opportunity for the public to comment no longer exists. Additionally, emergi 

research shows that standard COVID-19 vaccinations provide little protection agairn 

transmission of the Omicron variant. and federal authorities have begun to walk bac 

prior claims about the efficacy of the vaccines against this now-dominant variant. 

Meanwhile, new guidance from the federal government issued after the U.S. Suprer 

Court decision imposes a brand~new vaccine mandate on state employees who sup 

and report whether Medicare and Medicaid facilities are complying with applicable 

regulations, including the mandate itself. This constitutes an ''independent, substant 

rule, and yet CMS failed utterly to comply with the procedures required by [federal I.:: 

yet again. 

The CMS COVID-19 vaccine mandate also violates the Tenth Amendment, the 

Spending Clause, the Anti-Commandeering Doctrine, and the Nondelegation Doctrit 

The case number is 3:21~cv-03970 in the U.S. District Court for the Western District 

Louisiana. It is being led by Montana, Arizona, and Louisiana. The other states joini1 

are Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio, Oklahoma, Sou1 

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

Click ;:c:; [lnks.gd] to read the full amended complaint. 

-ENO-
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:·~;;::, ,.;~·1•. ::: \... ~.:.:·:.-~·.r-:~Peyton.Drf~w@oann.co,n i.: :~-~ .... ~ ~ .::i· ... : ·,:~:x1:~:r· • ·.:.1: 1 ., 

-::;·:·r;,>:· ,:_: i ,:. j·.; :·.:.:·1• :·.:· . .-•·::-·."': i :-:.:1:·.,,.·;.:: :• .. ,r:· :-, .. ~;-_;~:: 
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Nerison, K~ler 
--■•1111111■ DI HR II 

Ftom: 
Sent: 
To: 

Nerison, Kyler 
Thursday, March 24, 2022 1 :15 PM 
Nelson, Jay 

Subjec;t: Fwd: KGEZ interview (Hit time (9:08am) 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: ''Mougeot, Kelly'' <KMougeot@mt.gov> 

Date: March 24, 2.022 at 10:40:51 AM MDT 
To: ''l<nudsen, Austin" <Austin.Knudsen@mt.gov>, '1Cantrell, Emilee'' <Emilee.Cantrell@mt.gov>, 
"Nerison, Kyler" <Kyler.Nerison@mt.gov> 
Subject: Canceled: KGEZ interview (Hit time (9:08am) 

TITLE OF EVENT - KGEZ interview 

HOST - John Hendricks 

DATE - March 25 

TIME~ call in 9:08, hit time 9:10 

LENGTH-· Likely 10-12 minutes 

FORMAT·-Phone call, live 

Studio# ... 406 ,-755-5439 

NOTES/REMARKS/TALKING POINTS 
TBD, but possibly letter to DirecTV regarding OAN 

AM[ HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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Nerison, Kyler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

AM[ HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Wednesday, May 26, 2021 10:45 AM 
DO.J Attorney General 
Accepted: OANN Tipping point 

............. .. .... ...... . • 
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Nerison, l<~ler .... , 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

- ·-
Nerison, Kyler 
Monday, June 7, 2021 3:2.6 PM 
DOJ Attorney General 
Declined (Away):OAN Real America Interview (HIT TIME: 12:30 pm) 

I will be out of the office and with limited connectivity until Thursday, J1,rne ·io. R•)sponses will be delayed. For anything that requires immediate 
attention, please email emilee.cantrell(f'!lmt.gov. lhank you. 

AM[ HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 
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Nerison, KXler 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Cantrell, Emilee 
Friday, F(•bruary 4, 2022 4:27 PM 
Mougeot, Kelly; Nerison, Kyler 
OAN Monday interview 

. Sorry this formatting Is probably all wrong; but here's the info I have for Monday with OAN. 

TITLE OF EVENT- DAN interview with Dan Ball on 'Heal America' 
OUTLET - One America News Network 
DATE - February 7 at 1.2:30 MT 

1:.-oRMAT - Skype 

NOTES/REMARKS/TALKING POINTS 
Topic is Friday filing in CMS vaccine mandate lawsuit. 

AM[ HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 


	MT-AG-22-0522
	Binder1
	Binder1_Redacted
	doc01327620221207093131




