Wednesday, July 13, 2022 at 10:22:28 Eastern Daylight Time

Subject: 080-22 Winters - Release of Information

Date: Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at 5:30:58 PM Eastern Daylight Time
From: Public Records

To: AO Records

Attachments: TX-GOV-22-0144.pdf, 080-22 Winters - AG Ruling OR2022-15144.pdf, 080-22 Winters - Post-
AG Document Release.pdf

EXTERNAL SENDER
July 12,2022

Mr. Dylan Winters

American Oversight

1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255
Washington, DC 20005
records@americanoversight.org
VIA EMAIL ONLY

RE: OOGPIR# 080-22
Dear Mr. Winters:

This email is in response to your public information request to the Office of the Governor (“O0G”),
received by the OOG on March 7, 2022. A copy of your request is attached to this email.

The OOG requested an open records letter ruling from the Office of the Attorney General as to whether
information responsive to your request was excepted from disclosure under the Public Information Act.
On May 25, 2022, the Office of the Attorney General issued Open Records Letter Ruling No. OR2022-
15144. That ruling concludes some of the information at issue must be released. The information that
must be released is attached with this email.

If you have any questions, please contact me at publicrecords(@gov.texas.gov.
Sincerely,

Kieran Hillis
Public Information Coordinator

Assistant General Counsel
Office of Governor Greg Abbott

From: Dylan Winters <dylan.winters@americanoversight.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 9, 2022 12:33 PM

To: Public Records <publicrecords@gov.texas.gov>

Subject: 080-22 Winters - Corrected Request

I [WARNING] - The sender of this email could not be validated, and may not match the display name.
[EXTERNAL SENDER] - Do not click on links or open attachments in unexpected messages.
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mailto:publicrecords@gov.texas.gov

Dear Public Information Officer:

Unfortunately, our last request had an incorrect tracking number. Please find the corrected request
attached.

Sincerely,

Dylan Winters (he/him)

Paralegal

American Oversight
records@americanoversight.org
www.americanoversight.org | @weareoversight

PIR: TX-GOV-22-0144

From: Dylan Winters <dylan.winters@americanoversight.org> on behalf of AO Records
<records@americanoversight.org>

Date: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 at 11:32 AM

To: "publicrecords@gov.texas.gov" <publicrecords@gov.texas.gov>

Subject: Public Information Request (TX-GOV-22-0129)

Dear Public Information Officer:
Please find attached a request for records under the Texas Public Information Act.

Sincerely,

Dylan Winters (he/him)

Paralegal

American Oversight
records@americanoversight.org
www.americanoversight.org | @weareoversight

PIR: TX-GOV-22-0129
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iMessage
Tue, Dec 14, 716 PM

Steve McCraw

Luis Saenz

Good for him. He's a good guy.

Creat

‘Sat, Dec 18, 1:52 PM
Steve McCraw
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Sun, Jan 16, 1119 AM
Steve McCraw

Sun, Jan 16, 12:52 PM
Steve McCraw

Thu, Jan 27, 3:58 PM
Steve McCraw
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Thu, Jan 27, 710 PM

Steve McCraw
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Steve McCraw
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Jordan Hale

Wed, Oct 27, 8:19 PM

Jordan Hale

Jordan Hale

Jordan Hale




Thu, Oct 28, 1:40 PM

Jordan Hale
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Mon, Jan 3, 1:24 PM

AMERICAN
OVERSIGHT




Ryland Ramos

mm__ Jan 3, 5:15 PM

Ryland Ramos
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Ryland Ramos

Luis Saenz

Fri, Jan 7, 9:53 AM

Luis Saenz

Ryland Ramos




Ryland Ramos

Wed, Feb 2, 10:02 AM

o

Wed, Feb 2, 11:03 AM

AMERICAN
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w Yes sir.

Luis Saenz

Ryland Ramos

©

Ryland Ramos

AMERICAN
LOVERSIGHT

Wed, Feb 2, 5:29 PM

Wed, Feb 2, 7:09 PM

Today 1002 A




Ryland Ramos

Thu, Feb 3, 4:26 PM
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~ iMessage
Thu, Dec 30, 9:28 AM

Fri, Jan 14, 6:08 PM
Nim Kidd

AMERICAN
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_ iMessage
Mon, Aug 30, 1:28 PM

This is a Governor Greg Abbott in Texas. I'm calling you
from a blocked number to visit with you about the Big 12 for
just a couple of minutes. Just know that if you're getting a
call from a blocked number in the next few minutes it is

from me.

Delivered

Got it, thank you.
Thu, Sep 2, 4:59 PM

Governor-Oliver Luck here. Do you have a minute?

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000017



iMessage
Aug 20, 2020, 9:57 PM

Excellent innovation.
Great idea that should be well-received.
Thanks for doing it in Dallas.

Uber launches prescription delivery pilot program in
Dallas and Seattle

dallasnews.com

Thu, Jul 1, 4.05 PM

Governor, | want to thank you again for your leadership in
helping Uber with the Dallas office. You'll have seen that we
have to lower our job numbers over the short-term but rest
assured we remain committed to Texas. If you want to talk
or | can help with anything else let me know.

Sun, Aug 1, 615 PM

Catching up here. Been extra busy with the Biden Admin.
and with BIG 12 football, the border and COVID. Anyway, |

completely understand your situatieinIpeyinfiotmatin was
anticipated. We continue to want to work with you anyway



possible.
All the best.

Delivered
Mon, Aug 2, 12:44 PM

Thanks much and completely understand. We all have our
hands more than full ... stay well.

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000019



~ iMessage
Thu, Dec 30, 9:28 AM

Nim Kidd

Fri, Jan 14, 6:08 PM
Nim Kidd
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Renae Eze

iMessage
Fri, Jan 14, 11:00 PM

| need answers to this by 10 AM Saturday before my
speech.
Thanks.

Chad Prather (@WatchChad) Tweeted:

| possess a spreadsheet that shows almost 350 unpaid
Texas national guard members. What's the deal? hitps://
t.co/rh4vmigSrd

https://twitter.com/WatchChad/status/
14820953606590505047s=20

Sat, Jan 15, 6:29 AM

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000021



Sat, Jan 15, 6:29 AM

Renae Eze

Chad is wrong. This is a spreadsheet from the NG yesterday
—ali service members have received pay (the LOA column en
the left). They're working on approx. 80 pay issues for
inaccurate direct deposit info, check reissue requests,
supplemental pay inaccuracy, & overpayment.

NG also said they have 99% accuracy on OLS pay

Sat, Jan 15, 8:51 AM

To me, both what the spreadsheet says and what you wrote
makes it seem that there are STILL 81 pay issues NOT
resolved.

Chad may have the number wrong BUT the information that
you all provided to me and that | stated publicly—that all pay
issues have been resolved—seems incorrect.




Chad is wrong. This is a spreadsheet from the NG yesterday
—all service members have received pay (the LOA column
on the left). They're working on approx. 80 pay issues for
inaccurate direct deposit info, check reissue requests,
supplemental pay inaccuracy, & overpayment.

w 3 NG also said they have 99% accuracy on OLS pay

Sat, Jan 15, 8:51 AM

To me, both what the spreadsheet says and what you wrote
makes it seem that there are STILL 81 pay issues NOT
resolved.

Chad may have the number wrong BUT the information that
you all provided to me and that | stated publicly—that all
pay issues have been resolved—seems incorrect.

Jordan Hale

Earlier this fall, most pay issues were refated to CAPPS (a
system the Comptoller administers and state agencies are
required to use). State active duty soldiers had to be
entered as state employees to get paid. That issue was
resolved before Christmas {maybe even before that). We
helped make that happen after TMD wasn't getting traction
with the CPA. These other issues are human error and are
periodically coming up, and may continue to do so as
normal agencies sometimes have minor issues. What is
included in the 80:

24- paid too little

17- paid too much

33- the direct deposit form was filled out incorrectly (so
soldiers have to receive a paper check until it is resolved)

Paper checks take longer and don't clear as fast as direct
deposit

w ""i'“f-i“y As of today, every soldier has received some payment.

L & TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000023



iMessage
Fri, Jan 14, 11:02 PM

| must also be able to answer questions about this.

I need the name of an agency and phone number people
can call to get answers about this.

Also as it concerns the SS#, isn't it only the last 4 digits
that are required.

ALL NEEDED BY 10 AM Saturday

Thanks,

New Texas voting law causing some mail-in ballots to be
rejected

foxdnews.com

Sat, Jan 15, 7:32 AM

Luis Saenz

From SOS below:

For SS# - It's only the last for required for the ABBM.

We've provided direction to counties on reviewing
applications but some are still rejecting erroneously.

Had you seen the Travis County issue? They decided to flat
out reject more than half their applications. Instead of
asking for assistance they made a press conference on it.

We've told them that if a DL or SS is linked to their
registration file then it should be accepted.

We're providing guidance on this - as well as training. OAG
and Legal are reviewing the Advisory that should go out
scon.

e o mmte bl i bl

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000024



yve SEIR UL wuudy .
Dear Election Officials:

On Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 9:00 AM, we will be
offering a webinar to address some of questions we are
receiving regarding the new applications for ballot by mail
(ABBM) and the distribution of ABBMs by election officials.
Below is the log-in information for this webinar.

Event

Date

Time

Link

Password

Audio Conf #

Access Code

FAQs on new ABBM Requirements

Tuesday,

January 18, 2022

9:00 AM
https://texassos.webex.com/texassos/onstage/g.php?
MTID=e28191f65092e2e4836ec955h05e8f332
Elections2022

408-418-9388

2559 307 4890

As a reminder, we offered a webinar on December 21, 2021
on Reviewing the new Application for Ballot by Mail form
(ABBM). The webinar is available for on-demand viewing at
the link provided. The password to access the webinar is
Elections2021. It is also located on our Training and
Educational Resources Page.

Please let us know if you have any additional question or
concerns.

o 1=800-252-VOTE is the number for our hotline. That goes
w to elections attorneys

Sat, Jan 15, 8:46 AM

Thanks.
What happens if the person does NOT have their SS# and
DL # on file. Will they be denied the ability to vote by mail.

This will be the most common question that voters and
officials will have. TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000025



iMessage

Luis Saenz

AME ._
,OVE RSIGHT Sat, Jan 15, 3:17 PM TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000026

1ine Qaane




Sat, Jan 15, 4:33 PM

Luis Saenz

AMERICAN
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iMessage

Sat, Dec 18, 11:01 AM

I i Gavemar Abbott calling from & Blosked number: Gari

Sat, Jan 15, 6:00 PM

Sat, Jan 15, 8:26 PM

Sat, Jan 15, 9:61 PM

Delivered

AMERICAN
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Mark Miner

Looks good

Renae Eze

Yup looks good

iMessage
Sun, Jan 16, 1:02 PM

Here is propased text for the Israel PM tweet. Let me know
asap if you have any edits.
Today | received a call from Israel Prime Minister Bennett.

He was very grateful that law enforcement in Texas & U.S.
were able to conclude the standoff with all hostages safe.

He also thanked Texas for passing anti-BDS laws and for
our economic partnership with Israel.

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000029



Luis Saenz

Tue, Dec

ok ol

Luis Saenz

2-0144-A-000030




iMessage
Mon, Nov 29, 313 PM
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Sat, Jan 1, 11:32 PM
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Sat, Jan 1, 11:32 PM

AMERICAN
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Luis Saenz

X-GOV-22-0144-A-000034




Sun, Jan 16, 10:

Luis Saenz

Luis Saenz

0OV-22-0144-A-000035
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Luis Saenz.

Michelle Stowers
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,OVE RSIGHT ; TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000036



Luis Saenz

Luis Saenz

Luis Saenz

Michelle Stowers
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iMessage
Wed, Dec 8, 9:37 PM

Thu, Dec 9, 8:31 AM

Thuy, Dec 9, 10:41 PM

Mon, Dec 27, 3:27 PM

Governor Abbott here. Let me know when you are free for a
five minute phone call.

Free to chat at your convenience.
Thu, Dec 30, 10:42 AM
Let me know when you have a few minutes to visit.
. Sorry | missed you, free now.

,OVE RSIGHT TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000038

Mon, Jan 3, 2:25 PM



Sorry | missed your call, available the rest of the day.

Thu, Jan 6, 4:27 PM

Greg Abbott here. Give me a call when you get a chance.

Mon, Jan 17, 2:25 PM

Sorry | missed your cal!, just stepped out so I’'m available.

Thy, Jan 20, 5:06 PM

Looks like | may have missed a call from you. Apologies -
was being drilled on at dentist. Available the rest of the
evening.

No problem
It was a misdial

Delivered

Mon, Jan 31, 4:12 PM

Couldn't pick up phone quick enough, available if you need
me.

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000039



‘Wed, Feb 2, 10:02 AM

Today 10:02 AM
‘Ryland Ramos

AMERICAN
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iMessage
Wed, Feb 2, 11:36 AM

Luis Saenz

Update From Oncor

Just fyi we have 1500 workers from 8 states on the way to
our service area to get here in advance of the storm to
augment our staff so they can be positioned before the
storm hits

We are trying to message strongly that this event is a storm
and that outages happen in ice storms and hurricanes.
Storm outages don't mean there are grid problems in other
words.

And now it's 10 states we are receiving personnel from in
advance of the storm from these states:

Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, North
w Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri.

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000042



_ Message
Thu, Nov 11, 10:58 PM
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Fri, Nov 12, 7:02 AM

Fri, Nov 12, 9:03 AM
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Thu, Oct 28, 6:18 AM

Sun, Nov 14, 5:36 PM

AMERICAN
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Sun, Nov 14, 5:36 PM
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Steve McCraw

o

Sun, Nov 14, 7:49 PM

Mon, Nov 15, 8:55 AM
Steve McCraw

GOV-22-0144-A-000047




Mon, Nov 15, 855 AM

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000048
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Mon, Aug 16, 6:52 PM

Thu, Sep 16

AMERICAN
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Fri, Sep 24, 3:29 AM

Fri, Sep 24, 8:48 AM

Fri, Sep 24, 10:46 AM

Sun, Sep 26, 11:13 AM

AMERICAN
OVERSIGHT



Sun, Sep 26, 12:49 PM

- Thanks.

Thu, Oct 7, 11:12 PM

AMERICAN
OVERSIGHT




Fri, Oct 8, 12:14 AM

‘Wed, Oct 27, 2:59 PM

Wed, Dec 8, 9:58 PM

AMERICAN Thu, Dec 9, 7:54 AM
OVERSIGHT




‘Thu, Dec 9,

-GOV-22-0144-A-000054




Mon, Dec 13, 11:01 PM

Fri, Dec 17, 5:32 PM

Thanks
Delivered
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iMessage
Wed, Jan 12, 1:10 PM

Luis Saenz

Sb 3 DID require pipeline winterization but not until supply
chain mapping is completed.

Some have already winterized knowing they're in supply
chain.

Was energy transfer required to winterize? Or are they
already winterized?

Ryland Ramocs

They will be required to winterize, but they have told us that
they are already winterized.

Wed, Feb 2, 7:14 PM

Ryland Ramocs

From Roy Jackson at TNMP:

We have 220 distribution employees/contractors available.
Plus substation and Vegetation management personnel.
Also we are part of utility mutual assistance.

Luis Saenz

Oncor update:

1700 from 10 states

Is that just Oncor?
What'’s the total amount?

Luis Saenz

Just Oncor on that update. They went from 1500 to 1700.

| know. What I'm saying is that | need to know the total
number that are coming into Texas from all providers.
Thanks.

Gardner Pate

Governor, there has been no change from the numbers |

sent you a few hours ago. 12,330 total personnel in Texas,

including 1,800 from outside the state who are engaged 1y_gov-22-0144-A-000056
here to assist in response to the storm.
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We will reconfirm with all TDUs tomorrow morning

Ryland Ramos

Updated grid forecast,

Will this be updated again before the press conference

tomorrow?

Ryland Ramos

Yes it will.

Thu, Feb 3, 2:35 PM
Gardner Pate
Governor, info from Oxy:
At 5:10am in Crane County, a valve opened because of a
frozen pipe. There was a small release, which was
reportable and thus reported. The valve was shut down,

and as of 11am was fixed. Oxy says it did not affect
production at their gas processing facility.

Luis Saenz

Good news.

Thu, Feb 3, 7:45 PM

Ryland Ramos

-GOV-22-0144-A-000057



Thu, Feb 3, 7:45 PM

Ryland Ramos

€5
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Wed, Feb 23, 8:55 PM
Ryland Ramcs
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iMessage
Mon, Oct 4, 11:49 AM

| was going to attend the signings today but | better stay on
the floor with the maps up today
Dan

Not a problem. The maps are more important.

Delivered

Absolutely

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000060



iMessage
Mon, Feb 7, 3:19 PM

Luis Saenz

AMERICAN
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iMessage
Wed, Feb 2, 11:32 AM

Wes sent me the call Info for the noon fema call.

Are you ok if | join in?

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000062



iMessage
Thu, Jan 13, 12:49 PM

Guard's federal border mission now faces Northern
Command probe

armytimes.com

Creat to visit with you.
You can tell from the headline itself that the report is
inconsistent with what you told me. Thanks.

Great talking with you, Governor. | will review and ensure
the info is accurate.

Governor,

| reviewed the article. While factually correct, it is not
overtly clear that this is not looking at your mission. | will
ask them to make it more obvious that this has nothing to
do with the State of Texas mission.

Regards, Glen

Perfect

Is it possible for you to share with me a contact person in
your communications office that my team can communicate
with?

Yes, Navy Captain Pamela Kunze. | am in the process of
contacting her to work this. | will get a good number and TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000063
send it'injust a second.



(uis, Renae, Mark C

iMessage
Thu, Jan 13, 1:10 PM

109 it T
<@ @ O
General

Lovernor,

I reviewed the article. While
factually correct, itis not overtly
clear that this is not looking at your
mission. 1 will ask them to make it
more obvious that this has nothing
to do with the State of Texas
mission.

Regards, Glen

Is it possible for you to share with
me a contact person in your

communications office that my
team can communicate with?

Yes, Navy Captain Pamela Kunze. |
am in the precess of contacting her
to work this, | will get a good
number and send it in just a
second.

Read ' 05 P

Her number is 719-554-5010. |just
tatked to her so she is tracking and
expecting a call.

B o o C
¢t ODDOOG S O

Here is the contact information and number. | do not have

Nan's number so you need to share it with her.

Luis Saenz

Will do

| shared w nan and spoke w her. Shes going to call already.
TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000064



Thanks.
Read 1/13/22

Her number is 719-554-5010. | just talked to her so she is
tracking and expecting a call.

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000065
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Sat, Dec 18, 11:32 AM
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iMessage
Wed, Oct 6, 8:03 AM

Jordan Hale

| JH

Sun, Oct 10, 1:14 PM
Jordan Hale

0OV-22-0144-A-000067




| iMessage
Wed, Oct 6, 8:03 AM
Jordan Hale

Sun, Oct 10, 1:14 PM
Jordan Hale

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000068




Jordan Hale

Fri, Oct 22, 12:59 PM
Jordan Hale

GOV-22-0144-A-000069




Fri, Oct 22, 12:59 PM

Jordan Hale
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~ iMessage
Tue, Oct 19, 9:00 PM

Luis Saenz

Steve McCraw

AMERICAN
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_ iMessage
Thu, Oct 14, 8:24 PM

Gardner Pate

©

Thu, Oct 14, 10:04 PM
Gardner Pate

Gardner Pate

AMERICAN
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iMessage
Sun, Sep 12, 4:03 PM

Governor, I'm sorry | missed your call. Thank you for your
message. We are activated today at our EOC and we're
bringing partners in tomorrow. We are in touch with Chief
Kidd and have everything we need so far but | will let you
know if there's anything else. | am in touch with my team
about how much this could be like a Harvey and appreciate
your bringing it up. Thank you for reaching out and look
forward to staying in touch.

Mon, Sep 13, 2:16 PM

Governor, | approved the inclusion of Harris county in the
declaration. Mark Sloan is reaching out to Chief Kidd with
this. Thank you for calling me.

Wed, Sep 15, 12:47 PM

Hi Governaor, thank you for your message. | confirmed with
the team we don't need additional support right now. We
had just a couple of flooded structures reported and minor
damage to county buildings. I'll make sure Mark updates
Chief Kidd as well. Apologies for the phone tag this
morning. Wishing you a good day and thank you again for
your attention to our region.

Sounds good. Thanks.

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000074

Delivered



~ iMessage
Sun, May 30, 12:41 PM

Luis Saenz
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Thu, Feb 3, 2:35 PM

Gardner Pate Q

Governof, info from Oxy: .
At 5:10am in Crane County, a valve opened because of a

frozen pipe. There was a small release, which was reportable

and thus reported. The valve was shut down, and as of 11am

was fixed. Oxy says it did not affect production at their gas
processing facility.

w Good news.

IMessage
Sun, Oct 10, 1'46 PM

Jefl Qldham

TX-GOV-22-0144-A-000076



iMessage
Fri, Aug 27, 5:24 PM

Javaid. This is my very basic understanding of the issues
with HB 7.

1. We need HB 7 to mirror the definitions and terms
provided by the NRC concerning high level nuclear waste.
Calling something HLNW in layman'’s {anguage is very
different than how the NRC defines these waste products.
2. WCS’s application to the NRC is for high level waste,
spent fuel rods and reactor related greater than class C
waste. Our attorney believes it is important to use all three
of these descriptors in the Bill.

3. Waste Control Specialist is telling everyone that including
the term, reactor related greater than class C in the Bill will
prohibit them from having a license to store the existing
greater than class C waste they already have stored at their
Andrews County facility. | have not be able to run this to
ground and get a definitive answer on what they are saying.
4. | do know that WCS has been working with the DOE with
an application to not only storage greater than C material at
their facility but to permanently dispose of all forms of
greater than class C waste in their pits. This includes the
transuranic waste that is currently being disposed at the
Waste Isolation Pilot Project. This is a very concerning
development.

Thanks. | am passing this on to my team. I'm in a meeting
right now. | will talk to them about it later. Thanks for your

help.
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Abbott here. Call again.
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Just called again.
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Congratulations. Well deserved!

Mon, Jan 25, 6:19 PM

Thanks!

Monday 3:40 PM

Abbott here. Can you call.

Getting of a call now and can call
you

Assume you knew this yet the local
government share in Texas would be
another $10.3b. On ERCOT we are
looking into ability to borrow yet
after we hung up, | realized that
main problem for ERCOT to borrow
is that they have no assets to use
for collateral nor an ability to provide
a guarantee. Yet will report back

Monday 5:52 PM

Is this envisioned as a grant or a
loan? Having my folks look forward
strategy to accomplish why asking

Whichever would work.
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