From: Karin Dyer <Karin.Dyer@house.texas.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, April 06, 2021 11:30 AM EDT

To: records@americanoversight.org <records@americanoversight.org>

Subject: FW: Public Information Request (TX-REP-21-0367)

Attachment(s): "TX-REP-21-0367.pdf","FOIA_Standard Reply.pdf","lewis_FOIA_all_.pdf"

EXTERNAL SENDER

Ms. Lewis/American Oversight,

Please see the attached. The first attachment is your request, second is the material that was responsive, and third is our standard reply to an open
records request.

Thanks,

Karin Dyer

Chief of Staff

Rep. Kyle Biedermann
512.463.0325

E2.418

From: AO Records <records@americanoversight.org>
Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2021 1:09 PM

To: Kyle Biedermann <Kyle.Biedermann@house.texas.gov>
Subject: Public Information Request (TX-REP-21-0367)

Dear Public Information Officer:

Please find attached a request for records under Texas public records laws.
Sincerely,

Mariuxi Pintado

Paralegal

American Oversight

records@americanoversight.org
www.americanoversight.org | @weareoversight

Public Information Request: TX-REP-21-0367
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KYLE BIEDERMANN

TEXAS STATE REPRESENTATIVE ® DIsTRICT 73

Public Information Requests

To Whom It May Concern,

While all requests are responded to promptly, some requests take longer due to the
nature of the request and the time of year it is requested. All requests are fulfilled in
full compliance with the law. The Office of Representative Biedermann follows the

required retention schedule laid out by the House Records Retention Schedule.

Please note that in response to your open records request, it is our office's policy not
to disclose information that is confidential by law, for example, information that is
confidential under Government Code §§ 306.003 or 306.004. Additionally,
information that does not meet the definition of "public information" under
Government Code §552.002 may also be withheld. If we intend to request a decision
from the Office of the Attorney General to withhold information that we consider to
be within one or more exceptions under Subchapter C, you will be notified. You can

read the full statute at https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov .

Thank you,

The Office of Representative Kyle Biedermann

CariToL OFfrFICE: PO. Box 2910 * AusTIN, TExAs 78768-2910 ¢ pHONE (512) 463-0325 * Fax (512) 463-6161
DisTricT OFFICE: 616 W. MAIN ST. ® FREDERICKSBURG, TEXAS 780?14)(-REP-21-0367-A-000001

KYI_E_BIEDERM.—\NN@ HOUSE.TEXAS.GOV
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M G ma i| Kyle Biedermann <kyle@kylefortexas.com>

Gingrich

1 message

Kyle Biedermann <kyle@kylefortexas.com> Mon, Jan 11, 2021 at 3:24 PM
To: Karin Dyer <Karin.Dyer@house.texas.gov>

... from Newt Gingrich:

“I've been active in this since 1958, that's 62 years. I'm the angriest | have been in that entire six decades. You have a
group of corrupt people who have absolute contempt for the American people, who believe that we're so spineless, so
cowardly, so unwilling to stand up for curselves that they can steal the presidency, and we'll wring our hands, bring in a
few lawyers, and do nothing.

"My hope is that President Trump will lead the millions of Americans who understand exactly what's going on: [that] the
Philadelphia machine is corrupt, that the Atlanta machine is corrupt, the machine in Detroit is corrupt, and they're trying to
steal the presidency, and we should not allow them to do that.

"First of all, we should lock up the people who are breaking the law. You stop someone from being an observer — you just
broke federal law. You hide and put up paper so nobody can see what you're doing — you just broke federal law. You
bring in ballots that aren’t real — you just broke federal law.

"l am sick and tired of corrupt left-wing Democrats who believe that we are too timid and too easy to intimidate, and
therefore theyll just go out and steal it...You are watching an effort to steal the presidency of the United States, and thisis
not about Donald Trump. This is about the American people, [who] have the right, in an honest election, with honest,
legitimate ballots, to pick their leader. Or are we now just sheep, to be dominated by the high-tech businesses, the news
media, and the various political machines?.. This is a crisis in the American system, comparable to Washington on
Christmas Eve or...Lincoln at Gettysburg. This is a genuine, deep crisis of our survival.”

Gingrich said that in any precinct in which Republicans were not able to observe, the votes should be taken back — “strip
those votes out, do not count them, because they're by definition corrupt.”

Its not about Donald Trump, it is about us, the American people. Are we willing to fight for our freedom and liberty. We
must answer this question .

Government by the people for the people or servants of our own government. Patriots we must rise.

Kyle Biedermann
State Representative
District 73

830 998-7111 cell

TX-REP-21-0367-A-000002
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House Rules Resolution with Synopsis.pdf
1 message

Kyle Biedermann <kyle@kylefortexas.com> Tue, Jan 12, 2021 at 5:23 PM
To: Jeff Cason <Jhcason@tx.rr.com>

Kyle Biedermann
State Representative
District 73

830 998-7111 cell

ﬂ House Rules Resolution with Synopsis.pdf
777K

TX-REP-21-0367-A-000003



OFFICE OF THE HOUSE PARLIAMENTARIANS

Synopsis of Proposed Changes to the
House Rules of Procedure
87th Legislature

Note: Some proposed changes require language changes to be made to several different
rules. In this synopsis, a proposed change is described under the rule in which the
significant portion of the changes has been made.

Statement of Authorization and Precedence

No change.

Rule 1—Duties and Rights of the Speaker

1. The powers and duties of the speaker pro tempore and temporary chair are clarified to expressly
link those powers and duties to presiding over House deliberations. A provision is added to
clarify that the permanent speaker pro tempore does not become the speaker in the case of a
vacancy in the office of speaker.

(Rule 1, § 10)

Rule 2—Officers and Employees

No change.

Rule 3—Standing Committees

2. The jurisdictions of the standing committees have been updated to reflect the creation,
abolition, or name changes of state agencies by action of a previous legislature:

a. The jurisdiction of the Committee on Culture, Recreation, and Tourism is updated to reflect

o

[oN

lmz)

the abolition of the San Jacinto Historical Advisory Board by the 86th Legislature.
(Rule 3, § 8)

. The jurisdiction of the Committee on Homeland Security and Public Safety is updated to

reflect the abolition of the Texas Private Security Board by the 86th Legislature.
(Rule 3, § 15)

. The Committee on Human Services is granted jurisdiction over the Texas Behavioral Health

Executive Council, created by the 86th Legislature, as it relates to the committee’s subject
matter jurisdiction.
(Rule 3, § 17)

. The jurisdiction of the Committee on Licensing and Administrative Procedures is updated

to reflect the merger of the Texas Board of Professional Land Surveying with the Texas
Board of Professional Engineers.
(Rule 3, § 23)

The jurisdiction of the Committee on Public Education is updated to reflect the change in
name of the Office of the Southern Regional Education Compact Commissioner for Texas.
(Rule 3, § 27)

The jurisdiction of the Committee on Public Health is updated to reflect the abolition of the

Interagency Obesity Council by the 86th Legislature and include jurisdiction over the:

(1) Texas Behavioral Health Executive Council, created by the 86th Legislature, as it
relates to the committee’s subject matter jurisdiction;

(2) Texas State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists, which was
previously unassigned; and

(3) Texas Child Mental Health Care Consortium, created by the 86th Legislature.

(Rule 3, § 28)

g. The jurisdiction of the Committee on Ways and Means is updated to reflect the change in

name of the Office of Multistate Tax Compact Commissioner for Texas.
(Rule 3, § 34)

Page 1 of 7 TX-REP-21-0367-A-000004



3.

Synopsis of Proposed Changes to the
House Rules of Procedure, 87th Legislature

The membership of the Committee on Pensions, Investments, and Financial Services has been
decreased from 11 to 9 members to implement the restrictions on committee service proposed
in Rule 4, below.

(Rule 3, § 26)

Rule 4—Organization, Powers, and Duties of Committees

4.

A provision is added to prohibit the chair of the Committee on Ways and Means from serving
on any other substantive committee. A provision is added to prohibit the permanent speaker
pro tempore from serving: (1) on more than one substantive committee; or (2) as chair of a
standing committee.

(Rule 4, § 4)

Committee rules will be required to be filed with the chief clerk and, if adopted during a
session, delivered to the journal clerk and printed in the journal.
(Rule 4, § 13(a))

As a non-substantive change, the provision governing the authority of a committee to
determine whether or not to permit broadcasts of its proceedings is transferred from Rule 5 to
Rule 4 and a technical change is made to reflect the transfer to Rule 4.

(Rule 4, § 13(c); Rule 5 § 20).

Solely for the purpose of the deadline to turn in committee minutes, the Redistricting
Committee will be treated as a substantive committee and given three days after a committee
meeting to turn in minutes. Currently, all procedural committees, including the Redistricting
Committee, must turn in committee minutes within one day of a committee meeting.

(Rule 4, § 18(c))

The Appropriations Committee will be required to hold one or more interim hearings on the
LARs submitted by major state agencies and institutions of higher education (those receiving
an appropriation of $40 million or greater in the most recent general appropriations act). The
duties of the committee can be performed by a subcommittee.

(Rule 4, § 24)

As a non-substantive change, the provisions relating to reports of select committees is
transferred from the chapter governing committees of the whole to the chapter governing
interim study committees, and the chapter title is amended to reflect this transfer.

(Rule 4, § 56; heading to Rule 4, Chapter F)

Rule 5—Floor Procedure

10. The existing provisions governing issuance of media credentials and floor access by the media

11.

are modified to: (1) make explicit criteria used by the House Business Office to determine
eligibility; (2) provide procedural due process through an appeals procedure when an
application for media credentials is denied; and (3) clarify provisions relating to photography
and broadcasting from the House floor or gallery to ensure uniformity of application.

(Rule 5, § 20)

The provision of the House Rules that requires a record vote to be taken at the request of any
one member is harmonized to be consistent with Article III, Section 12(b), Texas Constitution,
which requires a record vote to be taken at the request of any three members. The rules were
amended in 2005 to reduce the required number of members to request a record vote before
the Texas Constitution was amended in 2007 to require record votes on final passage of all
bills, joint resolutions, and non-ceremonial resolutions.

(Rule 5, § 51)

Page 2 of 7 TX-REP-21-0367-A-000005



Synopsis of Proposed Changes to the
House Rules of Procedure, 87th Legislature

Rule 6—Order of Business and Calendars

No change.

Rule 7—Motions

No change.

Rule 8—Bills

No change.

Rule 9—Joint Resolutions

No change.

Rule 10—House Resolutions and Concurrent Resolutions

No change.

Rule 11—Amendments

12. The provisions related to the filing of amendments are: (1) updated to reflect current practice
regarding the number of copies required to be filed and the posting of all submitted
amendments on the Floor Amendment System; and (2) modified to allow for the electronic
filing of amendments that are required to be prefiled under this section or pursuant to a
Calendars Committee rule adopted by the House. The programming changes required to
implement (2) have already been completed.
(Rule 11, § 6)

Rule 12—Printing

No change.

Rule 13—Interactions with the Governor and the Senate

13. The layout period for a conference committee report on the general appropriations bill during
the regular session is increased from 24 hours to 48 hours; this change makes the House layout
requirement for the conference committee report consistent with the layout requirement for the
outside the bounds resolution and the Senate’s layout requirement for the conference
committee report.
(Rule 13, § 10)

Rule 14—General Provisions

No change.

Rule 15—Appropriate Workplace Conduct

No change.

Rule 16—Special Rule

14. The Workgroup on Legislative Operations During a Pandemic and the Rules Review Team
reviewed constitutional, legal, and public health considerations governing the House’s
operation during regular and special sessions and interim periods during times of disaster,
including epidemics and pandemics. A new Rule 16 is proposed to address these considerations
to ensure that the House can fulfill its constitutional responsibilities and citizens may exercise
their constitutional right to petition the government. A discussion of the specific provisions of

the rule follow.
(Rule 16, § 1)

Page 3 of 7 TX-REP-21-0367-A-000006



15.

Synopsis of Proposed Changes to the
House Rules of Procedure, 87th Legislature

The special rule is divided into chapters that generally reflect the organization of the House

rules. Some chapters are reserved for expansion. For ease of understanding:

e Ifa provision of Rule 16 is new, the entire text is underlined;

e If a provision of Rule 16 is an amended version of an existing permanent rule, the text is
underlined and bracketed against the existing (or proposed) permanent rule.

(Rule 16 generally)

Chapter A: General Provisions

16.

17.

18.

The special rule, in its entirety, is effective immediately upon final passage of the rules
resolution. The rule may be deactivated in whole or in part once a disaster subsides. The rule
may be reactivated in whole or in part in the event of a subsequent disaster (including an
epidemic or pandemic) as necessary to respond to changing circumstances. Deactivations and
reactivations are discussed below.

(Rule 16, §§ 2-4)

After deactivation, the special rule may be reactivated in whole or in part only if there is:

a. adisaster declaration in effect by the president that applies to Texas or a disaster declaration
by the governor or the governing body of a political subdivision; or

b. a public health disaster determination in effect by the state health services commission or
a local health authority.

If the House is convened in regular or special session, the rule may be reactivated in whole or
in part only by a resolution that is introduced, referred to the Committee on House
Administration, and reported favorably. The resolution must identify both the disaster
declaration or determination that serves as the triggering event and the section(s) of the rule to
be reactivated.

If the House is not convened in regular or special session, the rule may be reactivated in whole
or in part only by a majority of the membership of the Committee on House Administration at
a duly posted meeting. The posting notice must identify both the disaster declaration or
determination that serves as the triggering event and the section(s) of the rule to be reactivated,
and the committee minutes must reflect both the event and the section(s) the committee voted
to reactivate.

(Rule 16, § 3)

The special rule may be deactivated by a similar process:

If the House is convened in regular or special session, the rule may be deactivated in whole or
in part only by a resolution that is introduced, referred to the Committee on House
Administration, and reported favorably. The resolution must identify the section(s) of the rule
to be deactivated.

If the House is not convened in regular or special session, the rule may be deactivated in whole
or in part only by a majority of the membership of the Committee on House Administration at
a duly posted meeting. The posting notice must identify the section(s) of the rule to be
deactivated, and the committee minutes must reflect the section(s) the committee voted to
deactivate.

(Rule 16, § 4)

Chapter B: Duties and Rights of the Speaker

19.

A provision is added that authorizes the speaker to file with the chief clerk an advance list of
members, in priority order, who are authorized to call the House to order and preside over the
deliberations of the House in the absence of the speaker and speaker pro tempore.

(Rule 16, § 5, adding Rule 1, § 10A)
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20.

21.

Synopsis of Proposed Changes to the
House Rules of Procedure, 87th Legislature

The current provisions of Rule 1, Section 11, governing emergency adjournments without
fixing the hour of reconvening, are amended to authorize an emergency adjournment for up to
3 calendar days, subject to the Texas Constitution’s prohibition on adjournment of the House
for more than 3 days without consent of the Senate. The current provisions of this section are
also amended to permit the first available member who appears on the speaker’s advance list
of temporary chairs to preside if the Speaker, Speaker Pro Tempore, and chair of the
Committee on State Affairs are all unavailable.

(Rule 16, § 6, amending Rule 1, § 11)

The current provisions of Rule 1, Section 12, governing postponement of reconvening if the
House adjourned to a time certain, are amended to authorize the speaker to postpone
reconvening of the House for up to 3 calendar days, subject to the Texas Constitution’s
prohibition on adjournment of the House for more than 3 days without consent of the Senate.
The current provisions of this section are also amended to permit the permanent speaker pro
tempore, the chair of the Committee on State Affairs, or the first available member who appears
on the speaker’s advance list of temporary chairs, in that order, to preside if the speaker is not
available.

(Rule 16, § 7, amending Rule 1, § 12)

Chapter D: Organization, Powers, and Duties of Committees

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

A provision is added to require face masks that comply with CDC guidelines to be worn by all
Members, House officers and employees, and all other persons attending a House committee
meeting. Masks may be removed only as follows:

e Members are authorized to remove their masks when speaking from a microphone on the
dais or when protected by barriers installed by the Committee on House Administration if
unprotected persons are socially distanced.

e House officers and employees are authorized to remove their masks when speaking from a
microphone or as directed by the committee chair.

e Witnesses are authorized to remove their masks when speaking from a microphone on the

witness podium.
(Rule 16, § 8, adding Rule 4, § 84)

The current provisions of Rule 4, Section 11, governing posting notice of committee meetings,
are amended to require a minimum of 30 minutes’ notice before the scheduled meeting time
for formal meetings.

(Rule 16, § 9, amending Rule 4, § 11)

A provision is added to require committee posting notices to include instructions:
¢ related to public access to the meeting location and health and safety protocols for attending
the meeting;
e for a public hearing, for individuals who wish to:
o testify in person at the hearing; or
o electronically submit public comments without testifying.
A link to any required instructions on the House website may be provided instead of setting
those instructions out in full.
The notice must include the House website link for a meeting that will be livestreamed.
(Rule 16, § 9 adding Rule 4, § 11A4)

A provision is added to authorize committees to livestream committee meetings, including
public hearings and formal meetings, to satisfy the current public access requirements. The
livestream must be accessible from a link on the House website.

(Rule 16, § 10, adding Rule 4, § 124)

Solely for the purpose of taking testimony at a public hearing, a provision is added requiring
only two committee members to be physically present to constitute a quorum. Other committee
members may participate by two-way video conferencing that permits all committee members
to hear each other and testifying witnesses.

(Rule 16, § 11, adding Rule 4, § 16A4)
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27.

28.

29.

Synopsis of Proposed Changes to the
House Rules of Procedure, 87th Legislature

Provisions are added to provide that committee minutes and committee reports are not required
to contain the list of persons who registered but did not testify.
(Rule 16, § 12, adding Rule 4, § 18B, and Rule 16, § 14, adding Rule 4, § 32A)

A provision is added requiring committee chairs to use best efforts to invite witnesses to testify
at public hearings that represent different viewpoints. Under the current rules, invited witnesses
may testify by two-way video conferencing that permits all committee members to hear each
other and testifying witnesses. A provision is added to require a committee chair to comply
with a request by a requisite number of members that certain witnesses be invited to testify.
The requisite number of members is based on the size of the committee membership.
Committee members may not sign more than two requests for each posted measure or matter
to be taken up at the public hearing. These provisions also apply to subcommittees.

(Rule 16, § 13, adding Rule 4, § 20A4)

A provision is added authorizing the public to electronically submit written comments to
committees for the measures or matters scheduled for consideration at each public hearing.
The Committee on House Administration is required to develop a standard system for
submitting and posting public comments.

(Rule 16, § 13, adding Rule 4, § 20B)

Chapter E: Floor Procedure

30.

31.

32.

Current provisions governing floor access to the House chamber by accredited media
representatives are amended to reflect that those representatives will be stationed in the gallery
during the session.

(Rule 16, § 15, amending Rule 5, §§ 11, 12, and adding Rule 5, § 20A)

A provision is added to require face masks that comply with CDC recommendations to be worn

by all Members, House officers and employees, and all other persons admitted to the House

floor or gallery for the purpose of participating in, attending, providing support for, or

observing house proceedings. Masks may be removed only as follows:

e Members are authorized to temporarily remove their masks only when speaking from the
front or back microphones.

e House and Senate officers and employees are authorized to remove their masks when
speaking from a microphone or as directed by the presiding officer.

e The speaker or a member temporarily presiding may remove the person’s mask when
speaking from the microphone at the speaker’s desk.

(Rule 16, § 16, adding Rule 5, § 194)

Provisions are added to authorize Members to cast a division or record vote during a floor
session from a secure portable device when the Member is inside the House chamber, gallery,
or an adjacent room on the 2nd or 3rd floor (e.g., speaker’s committee room, sergeant’s office,
member’s lounge, 2nd floor back hall, and 3rd floor back hall).

(Rule 16, §§17, 18, amending Rule 5, §§ 40, 45)

Chapter F: Order of Business and Calendars

33.

Provisions related to the daily order of business are amended to:

e add an additional period for bill referrals after second reading of bills is finished for a
legislative day; and

e on a new calendar day following a recess:
o eliminate the requirement for registration of members; and
o add a routine motion period and a period for bill referrals, both of which are not

provided for under current rules.
(Rule 16, § 19, amending Rule 6, § 1)
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Synopsis of Proposed Changes to the
House Rules of Procedure, 87th Legislature

34. Provisions are added to create a new consensus calendar category that will be included as part
of the Daily Calendar set by the Calendars Committee. This new category will be used to
expedite consideration of non-controversial bills that were not recommended to be sent to the
Local and Consent Calendars Committee under the following conditions:

e Floor amendments to bills on the consensus calendar must be approved by the Calendars
Committee in advance.

e All speeches are limited to 3 minutes (author’s opening and closing speeches and all other
speeches on the bill and amendments).

(Rule 16, § 20, amending Rule 6, § 7, and adding Rule 6, § 7A)

Chapter H: Bills

35. A provision is added to authorize the electronic distribution of the committee report on the
general appropriations bill (which has a 7-day layout period) to be the official distribution that
begins the clock on the layout period. A provision is added to require a hard copy to be
delivered to each member as soon as practicable after the electronic distribution. This change
is necessary due to aging equipment and social distancing considerations for staff required to
operate the printing equipment used to print the general appropriations bill.
(Rule 16, § 21, amending Rule 8, § 14)

Chapter K: Amendments

36. A provision is added to require second reading amendments to bills on the emergency or major
state calendar to be filed with the chief clerk at least 12 hours before the calendar is eligible
for consideration and to allow for the electronic filing of those amendments. These provisions
would not apply to amendments on sunset bills or the general appropriations bill, which are
subject to different, lengthier prefiling requirements under current rules.
(Rule 16, § 22, adding Rule 11, § 6A4)
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By: Hunter, Hernandez, Landgraf, Moody

RESOLUTION

H.R. No. 4

BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representatives of the State of

Texas, That the following are adopted as the permanent rules of the

House of Representatives of the 87th Legislature:

RULE

87R7296 E

10.

11.

12.

13.

RULES OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

DUTIES AND RIGHTS OF THE SPEAKER
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

STANDING COMMITTEES
ORGANIZATION, POWERS, AND DUTIES OF
COMMITTEES

FLOOR PROCEDURE
ORDER OF BUSINESS AND CALENDARS
MOTIONS
BILLS

JOINT RESOLUTIONS

HOUSE RESOLUTIONS AND CONCURRENT
RESOLUTIONS

AMENDMENTS

PRINTING .
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AND SENATE

11

24

54
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. 133
. 149
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STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION AND PRECEDENCE

Pursuant to and under the authority of Section 11, Article
III, Texas Constitution, and notwithstanding any provision of
statute, the House of Representatives adopts the following rules to
govern its operations and procedures. The provisions of these
rules shall be deemed the only requirements binding on the House of
Representatives under Section 11, Article III, Texas Constitution,
notwithstanding any other requirements expressed in statute.

RULE 1. DUTIES AND RIGHTS OF THE SPEAKER
CHAPTER A. DUTIES AS PRESIDING OFFICER

Sec. 1. ENFORCEMENT OF THE RULES. The speaker shall
enforce, apply, and interpret the rules of the house in all
deliberations of the house and shall enforce the legislative rules
prescribed by the statutes and the Constitution of Texas.

Sec. 2. CALL TO ORDER. The speaker shall take the chair on
each calendar day precisely at the hour to which the house adjourned
or recessed at its last sitting and shall immediately call the
members to order.

Sec. 3. LAYING BUSINESS BEFORE THE HOUSE. The speaker
shall lay before the house its business in the order indicated by
the rules and shall receive propositions made by members and put
them to the house.

Sec. 4. REFERRAL OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO COMMITTEE. All

proposed legislation shall be referred by the speaker to an

2 SC/HLB/ISO
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H.R. No. 4
appropriate standing or select committee with Jurisdiction,
subject to correction by a majority vote of the house. A bill or
resolution may not be referred simultaneously to more than one
committee.

Sec. 5. PRESERVATION OF ORDER AND DECORUM. The speaker
shall preserve order and decorum. In case of disturbance or
disorderly conduct in the galleries or in the lobby, the speaker may
order that these areas be cleared. No signs, placards, or other
objects of similar nature shall be permitted in the rooms, lobby,
gallery, and hall of the house. The speaker shall see that the
members of the house conduct themselves in a civil manner in
accordance with accepted standards of parliamentary conduct and
may, when necessary, order the sergeant-at-arms to clear the aisles
and seat the members of the house so that business may be conducted
in an orderly manner.

Sec. 6. RECOGNITION OF GALLERY VISITORS. On written
request of a member, the speaker may recognize persons in the
gallery. The speaker shall afford that recognition at a convenient
place in the order of business, considering the need for order and
decorum and the need for continuity of debate. The request must be
made on a form prescribed by the Committee on House Administration.
The speaker may recognize, at a time he or she considers appropriate
during floor proceedings, the person serving as physician of the
day.

Sec. 7. STATING AND VOTING ON QUESTIONS. The speaker shall
rise to put a question but may state it sitting. The question shall

be put substantially in this form: "The question occurs on
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H.R. No. 4
" (here state the question or proposition wunder

consideration). "All in favor say 'Aye, and after the affirmative

vote is expressed, "All opposed say 'No. If the speaker is in
doubt as to the result, or if a division is called for, the house
shall divide: those voting in the affirmative on the question
shall register "Aye" on the voting machine, and those voting in the
negative on the question shall register "No." The decision of the
house on the question shall be printed in the journal and shall
include the yeas and nays if a record of the yeas and nays is ordered
in accordance with the rules.

Sec. 8. VOTING RIGHTS OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER. The
speaker shall have the same right as other members to vote. If the
speaker, or a member temporarily presiding, has not voted, he or she
may cast the deciding vote at the time such opportunity becomes
official, whether to make or break a tie. If a verification of the
vote is called for and granted, the decision of the speaker, or a
member temporarily presiding, to cast the deciding vote need not be
made until the verification has been completed. In case of error in
a vote, if the correction leaves decisive effect to the vote of the
speaker, or a member temporarily presiding, the deciding vote may
be cast even though the result has been announced.

Sec. 9. QUESTIONS OF ORDER. (a) The speaker shall decide
on all questions of order; however, such decisions are subject to an
appeal to the house made by any 10 members. Pending an appeal, the
speaker shall call a member to the chair, who shall not have the
authority to entertain or decide any other matter or proposition

until the appeal has first been determined by the house. The
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question on appeal is, "Shall the chair be sustained?"

(b) No member shall speak more than once on an appeal unless
given leave by a majority of the house. No motion shall be in order,
pending an appeal, except a motion to adjourn, a motion to lay on
the table, a motion for the previous question, or a motion for a
call of the house. Responses to parliamentary ingquiries and
decisions of recognition made by the chair may not be appealed,
except as provided by Rule 5, Section 24.

(c) Further consideration of the matter or proposition that
is the subject of a question of order is prohibited until the
speaker decides the question of order and any appeal of that
decision has been determined by the house. Consideration of any
other matter or proposition is also prohibited while a question of
order 1is pending, unless the question of order is temporarily
withdrawn and the matter or proposition that is the subject of the
question of order is postponed. Withdrawal of the question of order
does not prevent any member from raising that question of order when
the matter or proposition is again before the house.

(d) A point of order raised as to a violation of a section of
the rules governing committee reports, committee minutes, or
accompanying documentation may be overruled if the purpose of that
section of the rules has been substantially fulfilled and the
violation does not deceive or mislead.

(e) When a question of order is pending before the house,
only the member who raised the question of order, and one other
member designated by that member, and the primary proponent of the

matter or proposition to which the question of order applies, and
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one other member designated by the proponent, may present arguments
to the speaker or parliamentarian regarding the question of order.
This subsection does not limit any remarks that a member may make
before the full house if the member is recognized for that purpose.

Sec. 10. APPOINTMENT OF SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE AND TEMPORARY
CHAIR. The speaker shall have the right to name any member to

perform the duties of the chair related to presiding over the

deliberations of the house and may name a member to serve as speaker

pro tempore by delivering a written order to the chief clerk and a
copy to the journal clerk. A permanent speaker pro tempore shall,
in the absence or inability of the speaker, call the house to order
and perform all other duties of the chair in presiding over the
deliberations of the house and perform other duties and exercise

other responsibilities related to presiding over the deliberations

of the house as may be assigned in writing by the speaker. If the

house i1is not in session, and a permanent speaker pro tempore has not
been named, or if the speaker pro tempore is not available or for
any reason 1s not able to function, the speaker may deliver a
written order to the chief clerk, with a copy to the journal clerk,
naming the member who shall call the house to order and preside
during the speaker's absence. The speaker pro tempore shall serve

at the pleasure of the speaker. In the event of a vacancy in the

office of speaker, the speaker pro tempore does not assume the

office of speaker. The authority of the speaker pro tempore to

perform the duties and exercise the responsibilities of the speaker

is limited as provided by this section.

Sec. 11. EMERGENCY ADJOURNMENT. In the event of an
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emergency of such compelling nature that the speaker must adjourn
the house without fixing a date and hour of reconvening, the speaker
shall have authority to determine the date and hour of reconvening
and to notify the members of the house by any means the speaker
considers adequate. Should the speaker be disabled or otherwise
unable to exercise these emergency powers, the permanent speaker
pro tempore, if one has been named, shall have authority to act. If
there is no permanent speaker pro tempore, or if that officer is
unable to act, authority shall be exercised by the chair of the
Committee on State Affairs, who shall preside until the house can
proceed to the selection of a temporary presiding officer to
function until the speaker or the speaker pro tempore is again able
to exercise the duties and responsibilities of the office.

Sec. 12. POSTPONEMENT OF RECONVENING. When the house is
not in session, if the speaker determines that it would be a hazard
to the safety of the members, officers, employees, and others
attending the legislature to reconvene at the time determined by
the house at its last sitting, the speaker may clear the area of the
capitol under the control of the house and postpone the reconvening
of the house for a period of not more than 12 hours. On making that
determination, the speaker shall order the sergeant—-at-arms to post
an assistant at each first floor entrance to the capitol and other
places and advise all persons entering of the determination and the
time set for the house to reconvene. The speaker shall also notify
the journal clerk and the news media of the action, and the action
shall be entered in the house journal.

Sec. 13. SIGNING BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. All bills, joint
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resolutions, and concurrent resolutions shall be signed by the
speaker in the presence of the house, as required by the
constitution; and all writs, warrants, and subpoenas issued by
order of the house shall be signed by the speaker and attested by
the chief clerk, or the person acting as chief clerk.

CHAPTER B. ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES

Sec. 14. CONTROL OVER HALL OF THE HOUSE. The speaker shall
have general control, except as otherwise provided by law, of the
hall of the house, its lobbies, galleries, corridors, and passages,
and other rooms in those parts of the capitol assigned to the use of
the house; except that the hall of the house shall not be used for
any meeting other than legislative meetings during any regular or
special session of the legislature unless specifically authorized
by resolution.

Sec. 15. STANDING COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS. (a) The
speaker shall designate the chair and vice-chair of each standing
substantive committee and shall also appoint membership of the
committee, subject to the provisions of Rule 4, Section 2.

(b) If members of equal seniority request the same
committee, the speaker shall decide which among them shall be
assigned to that committee.

(c) In announcing the membership of the standing
substantive committees, the speaker shall designate which are
appointees and which acquire membership by seniority.

(d) The speaker shall appoint the chair and vice-chair of
each standing procedural committee and the remaining membership of

the committee.
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(e) If a new speaker is elected to fill a wvacancy in the
office after the appointment of standing committees, the new
speaker may not alter the composition of any standing committee
before the end of the session, except that the new speaker may:
(1) wvacate the new speaker's membership on any
committee;
(2) make committee appointments for the member who was
removed as speaker;
(3) designate a different member of a standing

committee as committee chair; and

(4) £f£ill vacancies that occur on a committee.
Sec. 16. APPOINTMENT OF SELECT AND CONFERENCE
COMMITTEES. (a) The speaker shall appoint all conference
committees. The speaker shall name the chair of each conference

committee, and may also name the vice-chair thereof.

(b) The speaker may at any time by proclamation create a
select committee. The speaker shall name the chair and vice-chair
thereof. A select committee has the jurisdiction, authority, and
duties and exists for the period of time specified in the
proclamation. A select committee has the powers granted by these
rules to a standing committee except as limited by the
proclamation. A copy of each proclamation creating a select
committee shall be filed with the chief clerk.

Sec. 17. INTERIM STUDIES. When the legislature is not in
session, the speaker shall have the authority to direct committees
to make interim studies for such purposes as the speaker may

designate, and the committees shall meet as often as necessary to
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transact effectively the business assigned to them. The speaker
shall provide to the chief clerk a copy of interim charges made to a
standing or select committee.

CHAPTER C. CAMPAIGNS FOR SPEAKER
Sec. 18. PLEDGES FOR SPEAKER PROHIBITED DURING REGULAR
SESSION. During a regular session of the legislature a member may
not solicit written pledges from other members for their support of

or promise to vote for any person for the office of speaker.
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RULE 2. OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
CHAPTER A. DUTIES OF OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE
Sec. 1. CHIEF CLERK. (a) The chief clerk shall:

(1) Dbe the custodian of all bills, resolutions, and
amendments;

(2) number in the order of their filing, with a
separate sequence for each category, all bills, joint resolutions,
concurrent resolutions, and house resolutions;

(3) provide for the keeping of a complete record of
introduction and action on all bills and resolutions, including the
number, author, brief description of the subject matter, committee
reference, and the time sequence of action taken on all bills and
resolutions to reflect at all times their status in the legislative
process;

(4) on the day of numbering a bill relating to a
conservation and reclamation district created under Article XVI,
Section 59, of the Texas Constitution, send two copies of the bill,
with two copies of the notice of intention to introduce the bill, to
the governor and notify the journal clerk of the action;

(5) receive the recommendations of the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality on a bill forwarded to the
commission under Article XVI, Section 59, of the Texas
Constitution, attach them to the bill to which they apply, and
notify the journal clerk that the recommendations have been filed;

(6) forward to a committee chair in an electronic or
other format determined by the chief clerk a certified copy of each

legislative document referred to the committee, including all
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official attachments to the document;

(7) have printed and distributed correct copies of all
legislative documents, as provided in the subchapter on printing,
and keep an exact record of the date and hour of transmittal to the
printer, return from the printer, and distribution of the document
to members of the house with that information time-stamped on the
originals of the document;

(8) certify the passage of bills and resolutions,
noting on them the date of passage and the vote by which passed,
including the yeas and nays if a record of the yeas and nays is
ordered;

(9) Dbe responsible for engrossing all house bills and
resolutions that have passed second reading and those that have
passed third reading, and for enrolling all house bills and
resolutions that have passed both houses.

All engrossed and enrolled documents shall be prepared
without erasures, interlineations, or additions in the margin.

House concurrent resolutions passed without amendment
shall not be engrossed but shall be certified and forwarded
directly to the senate.

Engrossed riders may be used in lieu of full engrossment
on second reading passage;

(10) be authorized to amend the caption to conform to
the body of each house bill and joint resolution ordered engrossed
or enrolled;

(11) be responsible for noting on each house bill or

joint resolution, for certification by the speaker of the house,
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the lieutenant governor, the chief clerk of the house, and the
secretary of the senate, the following information:

(A) date of final passage, and the vote on final
passage, including the yeas and nays if a record of the yeas and
nays is ordered. If the bill was amended in the senate, this fact
shall also be noted;

(B) date of concurrence by the house in senate
amendments, and the vote on concurrence, including the yeas and
nays if a record of the yeas and nays is ordered;

(C) date of adoption by each house of a
conference committee report and the vote on adoption, including the
yeas and nays if a record of the yeas and nays is ordered;

(D) that a bill containing an appropriation was
passed subject to the provisions of Article III, Section 49a, of the
Texas Constitution; and

(E) that a concurrent resolution was adopted by
both houses directing the correction of an enrolled bill, if
applicable;

(12) transmit over signature all messages from the
house to the senate, including typewritten copies of amendments to
senate bills;

(13) prepare copies of senate amendments to house
bills for the journal before the amendments and the bill or
resolution to which they relate are sent to the printer or to the
speaker;

(14) notify the speaker in writing that the senate did

not concur in house amendments to a bill or resolution and requests
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a conference committee, and include in this notice the names of the
senate conferees;

(15) provide a certified copy of a house bill or
resolution which may be lost showing each parliamentary step taken
on the bill; and

(16) request fiscal notes on house bills and joint
resolutions with senate amendments and distribute fiscal notes on
house bills and joint resolutions with senate amendments and
conference committee reports as required by Rule 13, Sections 5 and
10.

(b) The chief clerk shall also:

(1) attest all writs, warrants and subpoenas issued by
order of the house;

(2) receive reports of select committees and forward
copies to the speaker and journal clerk;

(3) not later than 30 days after the close of each
session, acquire from each of the wvarious clerks of the house,
except the journal clerk, all reports, records, bills, papers, and
other documents remaining in their possession and file them with
the Legislative Reference Library, unless otherwise provided by
law;

(4) receive and file all other documents required by
law or by the rules of the house;

(5) prepare a roster of members in order of seniority
showing the number of years of service of each member, as provided
in Rule 4, Section 2; and

(6) have posted the 1list of Items Eligible for
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Consideration as required by the rules.

(c) The chief clerk shall also provide for the following to
be made available on the electronic legislative information system:

(1) all house calendars and lists of items eligible
for consideration and the time-stamp information for those
calendars and lists; and

(2) the time-stamp information for all official
printings of bills and resolutions.

(d) The chief clerk shall provide notice to a Capitol e-mail
address designated by each member when a new house calendar or list
of items eligible for consideration is posted on the electronic
legislative information system. If a member informs the chief
clerk that the member also desires to receive a paper copy of house
calendars or lists of items eligible for consideration, the chief
clerk shall place paper copies of those documents designated by the
member in the newspaper box of the member as soon as practicable
after the electronic copies are posted.

Sec. 2. JOURNAL CLERK. (a) The journal clerk shall:

(1) keep a journal of the proceedings of the house,
except when the house is acting as a committee of the whole, and
enter the following:

(A) the number, author, and caption of every bill
introduced;

(B) descriptions of all congratulatory and
memorial resolutions on committee report, motions, amendments,
questions of order and decisions on them, messages from the

governor, and messages from the senate;
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(C) the summaries of congratulatory and memorial

resolutions, as printed on the congratulatory and memorial
calendar;

(D) the number of each bill, joint resolution,

and concurrent resolution signed in the presence of the house;

(E) a 1listing of reports made by standing
committees;

(F) reports of select committees, when ordered by
the house;

(G) every vote where a record of the yeas and nays

is ordered or registration of the house with a concise statement of
the action and the result;

(H) the names of all absentees, both excused and
not excused;

(I) senate amendments to house Dbills or
resolutions, when concurred in by the house;

(J) the date each Dbill is transmitted to the
governor ;

(K) the date recommendations of the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality on each bill subject to Article
XVI, Section 59, of the Texas Constitution, are filed with the chief
clerk;

(L) all pairs as a part of a vote where a record
of the yeas and nays is ordered;

(M) reasons for a vote;

(N) the vote of a member on any question where a

record of the yeas and nays has not been ordered;
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(O) the statement of a member who was absent when
a vote was taken indicating how the member would have voted;

(P) official state documents, reports, and other
matters, when ordered by the house; and

(Q) the written copy of the speaker's ruling on a
point of order, which includes the citation of the authorities
relied upon in the grounds for decision, as provided 1in Section
9(b-1) of this rule;

(2) prepare a daily journal for each calendar day that
the house is in session and distribute on the succeeding calendar
day or the earliest possible date copies to the members of the house
who have submitted requests to the journal clerk to receive a copy;
and

(3) prepare and have printed a permanent house journal
of regular and special sessions in accordance with the law and the
following provisions:

(A) When completed, no more than 300 copies shall
be bound and distributed as follows:

(i) one copy to each member of the house of
representatives who submitted a request to the journal clerk to
receive a copy;

(ii) one copy to each member of the senate
who submitted a request to the journal clerk to receive a copy; and

(iii) the remainder of the copies to be
distributed by the Committee on House Administration.

(B) The journal clerk shall not receive or

receipt for the permanent house journal until it has been correctly

17 SC/HLB/ISO

TX-REP-21-0367-A-000027



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

H.R. No. 4
published.

(b) The journal clerk shall lock the voting machine of each
member who is excused or who is otherwise known to be absent when
the house is in session until the member personally requests that
the machine be unlocked.

(c) The journal clerk shall determine and enter in the
journal the clock of record for the house and that clock may not be
delayed, set back, or otherwise tampered with to deviate from the
standard time, as provided by statute, for the place where the house
is meeting. The journal clerk shall enter in the journal the time
according to the clock of record when the house convenes, recesses,
and adjourns. A motion to suspend this rule must be decided by a
record vote.

Sec. 3. READING CLERKS. The reading clerks, under the
supervision of the speaker, shall:

(1) call the roll of the house in alphabetical order
when ordered to do so by the speaker; and

(2) read all bills, resolutions, motions, and other
matters required by the rules or directed by the speaker.

Sec. 4. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. The sergeant—-at-arms shall:

(1) under the direction of the speaker, have charge of
and maintain order in the hall of the house, its 1lobbies and
galleries, and all other rooms in the capitol assigned for the use
of the house of representatives;

(2) attend the house and the committee of the whole
during all meetings and maintain order under the direction of the

speaker or other presiding officer;
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(3) execute the commands of the house and serve the
writs and processes issued by the authority of the house and
directed by the speaker;

(4) supervise assistants to the sergeant-at-arms who
shall aid in the performance of prescribed duties and have the same
authority, subject to the control of the speaker;

(5) clear the floor of the house of all persons not
entitled to the privileges of the floor at least 30 minutes prior to
the convening of each session of the house;

(6) bring in absent members when so directed under a
call of the house;

(7) not allow the distribution of any printed matter
in the hall of the house, other than newspapers that have been
published at least once a week for a period of one year, unless it
first has been authorized in writing by at least one member of the
house and the name of the member appears on the printed matter. The
sergeant-at-arms shall refuse to accept for distribution any
printed matter which does not bear the name of the member or members
authorizing the distribution;

(8) keep a copy of written authorization and a record
of the matter distributed in the permanent files of the house;

(9) enforce parking regulations applicable to areas of
the capitol complex under the control of the house and supervise
parking attendants;

(10) provide for issuance of an identification card to
each member and employee of the house; and

(11) supervise the doorkeeper.
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Sec. 5. DOORKEEPER. The doorkeeper, under the supervision
of the sergeant-at-arms, shall:

(1) enforce strictly the rules of the house relating
to privileges of the floor and perform other duties as directed by
the speaker;

(2) close the main entrance and permit no member to
leave the house without written permission from the speaker when a
call of the house or a call of the committee of the whole is ordered,
take up permission cards as members leave the hall, and take up
permission cards of those who are admitted to the floor of the house
under the rules and practice of the house;

(3) obtain recognition from the speaker and announce a
messenger from the governor or the senate on arrival at the bar of
the house; and

(4) obtain recognition from the speaker and announce
the arrival of the governor or the senate on arrival at the bar of
the house for official proceedings in the house.

Sec. 6. CHAPLAIN. The chaplain shall open the first
session on each calendar day with a prayer and shall perform such
other duties as directed by the Committee on House Administration.

Sec. 7. VOTING CLERK. The wvoting <clerk, under  the
supervision of the speaker, shall:

(1) open and close the voting machine on registrations
and record votes as ordered by the speaker;

(2) record votes from the floor as directed by the
speaker;

(3) prepare official copies of all record votes for
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the journal; and

(4) make no additions, subtractions, or other changes
in any registration or record vote unless specifically granted
permission by the house or directed by the speaker prior to the
announcement of the final result.

Sec. 8. COMMITTEE COORDINATOR. (a) The committee
coordinator shall:

(1) wunder the direction of the Committee on House
Administration, prepare a schedule for regular meetings of all
standing committees as provided by Rule 4, Section 8(a);

(2) post committee meeting notices, as directed by the
chair of a committee, in accordance with Rule 4, Section 11(a);

(3) maintain duplicate originals of committee minutes
as required by Rule 4, Sections 18(c) and (d);

(4) direct the maintenance of sworn statements either
in electronic or paper format and, under the direction of the
Committee on House Administration, prescribe the form of those
statements, as required by Rule 4, Sections 20(a) and (c);

(5) receive and forward impact statements as required
by Rule 4, Section 34(e);

(6) receive committee reports as required by Rule 4,
Section 37, and refer them for printing as provided by Rule 6,
Section 19; and

(7) receive and distribute the recommendations and
final reports of interim study committees as provided by Rule 4,
Section 61.

(b) The committee coordinator may exclude from the

21 SC/HLB/ISO

TX-REP-21-0367-A-000031



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

H.R. No. 4
committee coordinator's office or refuse to interact with a member
or a member's staff if the member or member's staff engages in
abusive, harassing, or threatening behavior.

Sec. 9. PARLIAMENTARIAN. (a) The speaker may appoint not
more than two individuals to serve as parliamentarians. The
parliamentarians are officers of the house who serve at the
pleasure of the speaker. The parliamentarians shall advise and
assist the presiding officer and the members of the house on matters
of procedure. The parliamentarians have a duty of confidentiality
to the speaker and to each member of the house and shall keep
confidential all requests made by members of the house for advice or
guidance regarding procedure unless the parties otherwise agree.

(b) After the initial appointment of the parliamentarians
by the speaker, the appointment of a new parliamentarian to fill a
vacancy must be approved by a majority of the membership of the
house if the appointment is made during a regular or special
session. If the appointment to fill the vacancy is made when the
house 1is not in session, the appointment must be approved by a
majority of the membership not later than the third day of the first
special session that occurs after the date the appointment is made.
If no special session occurs after the appointment, approval by the
membership is not required.

(b-1) The speaker shall instruct the parliamentarians to
provide to each member a written copy of the speaker's ruling on a
point of order, including the citation of the authorities relied
upon in the grounds for decision. The written ruling shall be

provided to each member through the electronic legislative
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information system not later than 24 hours after the ruling is
announced in the house.

(c) In the event of a conflict between this section and the
housekeeping resolution, this section controls.

CHAPTER B. OTHER EMPLOYEES

Sec. 10. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL EMPLOYEES: CONFIDENTIALITY.
(a) Communications between an attorney employed by the Texas
Legislative Council and the speaker, another member of the house,
or an employee of a member or committee of the house are
confidential in accordance with the rules and laws concerning
attorney-client privilege.

(b) Communications between any employee of the Texas
Legislative Council and the speaker, another member of the house,
or an employee of a member or committee of the house are
confidential. The General Investigating Committee of the House may
investigate an alleged violation of this subsection.

(c) This section does not prohibit the speaker, member, or
committee from waiving a privilege as otherwise permitted by law or

from waiving confidentiality under this section.
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RULE 3. STANDING COMMITTEES
Sec. 1. AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK. The committee shall

have nine members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining

to:

(1) agriculture, horticulture, and farm husbandry;

(2) livestock and stock raising, and the livestock
industry;

(3) the development and preservation of forests, and

the regulation, control, and promotion of the lumber industry;

(4) problems and issues particularly affecting rural
areas of the state, including issues related to rural economic
development and the provision of and access to infrastructure,
education, and health services; and

(5) the following state agencies: the Department of
Agriculture, the Texas Animal Health Commission, the State Soil and
Water Conservation Board, the Texas A&M Forest Service, the Texas
administrator for the South Central Interstate Forest Fire
Protection Compact, the Texas Apiary Inspection Service, Texas A&M
AgriLife Research, the Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension Service, the
Food and Fibers Research Council, the State Seed and Plant Board,
the State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, the Texas A&M
Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory, the Produce Recovery
Fund Board, the board of directors of the Texas Boll Weevil
Eradication Foundation, Inc., and the Texas Wildlife Services.

Sec. 2. APPROPRIATIONS. (a) The committee shall have 27
members, with jurisdiction over:

(1) all bills and resolutions appropriating money from
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the state treasury;

(2) all bills and resolutions containing provisions
resulting in automatic allocation of funds from the state treasury;

(3) all bills and resolutions diverting funds from the
state treasury or preventing funds from going in that otherwise
would be placed in the state treasury; and

(4) all matters pertaining to claims and accounts
filed with the legislature against the state unless jurisdiction
over those bills and resolutions is specifically granted by these
rules to some other standing committee.

(b) The appropriations committee may comment upon any bill
or resolution containing a provision resulting in an automatic
allocation of funds.

Sec. 3. BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY. The committee shall have
nine members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:

(1) industry and manufacturing;

(2) industrial safety and adequate and safe working
conditions, and the regulation and control of those conditions;

(3) hours, wages, <collective bargaining, and the
relationship between employers and employees;

(4) unemployment compensation, including coverage,
benefits, taxes, and eligibility;

(5) 1labor wunions and their organization, control,
management, and administration;

(6) the regulation of Dbusiness transactions and
transactions involving property interests;

(7) the organization, incorporation, management, and
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regulation of private corporations and professional associations
and the Uniform Commercial Code and the Business Organizations
Code;

(8) the protection of consumers, governmental
regulations incident thereto, the agencies of government
authorized to regulate such activities, and the zrole of the
government in consumer protection;

(9) privacy and identity theft;

(10) homeowners' associations;

(11) oversight and regulation of the construction
industry; and

(12) the following state agencies: the State Office of
Risk Management, the Risk Management Board, the Division of
Workers' Compensation of the Texas Department of Insurance, the
Workers' compensation research and evaluation group in the Texas
Department of Insurance, the Office of Injured Employee Counsel,
including the ombudsman program of that office, and the Texas
Mutual Insurance Company Board of Directors.

Sec. 4. CALENDARS (PROCEDURAL). The committee shall have
11 members, with jurisdiction over:

(1) the placement of bills and resolutions on
appropriate calendars, except those within the jurisdiction of the
Committee on Resolutions Calendars;

(2) the determination of priorities and proposal of
rules for floor consideration of such bills and resolutions; and

(3) all other matters concerning the calendar system

and the expediting of the business of the house as may be assigned
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by the speaker.
Sec. 5. CORRECTIONS. The committee shall have nine
members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:

(1) the incarceration and rehabilitation of convicted
felons;

(2) the establishment and maintenance of programs that
provide alternatives to incarceration; and

(3) the following state agencies: the Texas
Department of Criminal Justice, the Special Prosecution Unit, the
Board of Pardons and Paroles, the Texas Civil Commitment Office,
and the Texas Correctional Office on Offenders with Medical or
Mental Impairments.

Sec. 6. COUNTY AFFAIRS. The committee shall have nine
members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:

(1) counties, including their organization, creation,
boundaries, government, and finance and the compensation and duties
of their officers and employees;

(2) establishing districts for the election of

governing bodies of counties;

(3) regional councils of governments;

(4) multicounty boards or commissions;

(5) relationships or contracts between counties;

(6) other units of local government; and

(7) the following state agency: the Commission on

Jail Standards.
Sec. 7. CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE. The committee shall have

nine members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:
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(1) criminal law, prohibitions, standards, and
penalties;

(2) probation and parole;

(3) <criminal procedure in the courts of Texas;

(4) revision or amendment of the Penal Code; and

(5) the following state agencies: the Office of State
Prosecuting Attorney and the Texas State Council for Interstate
Adult Offender Supervision.

Sec. 8. CULTURE, RECREATION, AND TOURISM. The committee
shall have nine members, with jurisdiction over:

(1) the creation, operation, and control of state
parks, including the development, maintenance, and operation of
state parks in connection with the sales and use tax imposed on
sporting goods, but not including any matter within the
jurisdiction of the Committee on Appropriations;

(2) the regulation and control of the propagation and
preservation of wildlife and fish in the state;

(3) the development and regulation of the fish and
oyster industries of the state;

(4) hunting and fishing in the state, and the
regulation and control thereof, including the imposition of fees,
fines, and penalties relating to that regulation;

(5) the regulation of other recreational activities;

(6) cultural resources and their promotion,
development, and regulation;

(7) historical resources and their promotion,

development, and regulation;
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(8) promotion and development of Texas' image and
heritage;

(9) preservation and protection of Texas' shrines,
monuments, and memorials;

(10) international and interstate tourist promotion
and development;

(11) the Texas Economic Development and Tourism Office
as it relates to the subject-matter jurisdiction of this committee;

(12) the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Compact; and

(13) the following state agencies: the Parks and
Wildlife Department, the Texas Commission on the Arts, the State
Cemetery Committee, the Texas State Library and Archives
Commission, the Texas Historical Commission, the State
Preservation Board, [+the—San—Jacinto—Histoxrical-Advisory—Board,]
and an office of state government to the extent the office promotes
the Texas music industry.

Sec. 9. DEFENSE AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS. The committee shall
have nine members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining
to:

(1) the relations between the State of Texas and the
federal government involving defense, emergency preparedness, and
veterans issues;

(2) the various branches of the military service of
the United States;

(3) the realignment or closure of military bases;

(4) the defense of the state and nation, including

terrorism response;
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(5) emergency preparedness;
(6) veterans of military and related services; and
(7) the following state agencies: the Texas Military
Department, the Texas Veterans Commission, the Veterans' Land
Board, the Texas Military Preparedness Commission, the Texas
Division of Emergency Management, and the Emergency Management
Council.
Sec. 10. ELECTIONS. The committee shall have nine members,
with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:
(1) the right of suffrage in Texas;
(2) primary, special, and general elections;
(3) revision, modification, amendment, or change of
the Election Code;
(4) the secretary of state in relation to elections;
(5) campaign finance; and
(6) the following state agency: the Office of the
Secretary of State.
Sec. 11. ENERGY RESOURCES. The committee shall have 11
members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:
(1) the conservation of the energy resources of Texas;
(2) the production, regulation, transportation, and
development of o0il, gas, and other energy resources;
(3) mining and the development of mineral deposits
within the state;
(4) the leasing and regulation of mineral rights under
public lands;

(5) pipelines, pipeline companies, and all others

30 SC/HLB/ISO

TX-REP-21-0367-A-000040



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

H.R. No. 4
operating as common carriers in the state;

(6) electric wutility regulation as it relates to
energy production and consumption;

(7) identifying, developing, and using alternative
energy sources;

(8) increasing energy efficiency throughout the
state;

(9) the coordination of the state's efforts related to
the federal designation of threatened and endangered species as it
relates to energy resources in the state; and

(10) the following state agencies: the Railroad
Commission of Texas, the Texas representative for the Interstate
Oil and Gas Compact Commission, the Office of Interstate Mining
Compact Commissioner for Texas, the State Energy Conservation
Office, and the Office of Southern States Energy Board Member for
Texas.

Sec. 12. ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION. The committee shall
have nine members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining
to:

(1) air, land, and water pollution, including the
environmental regulation of industrial development;

(2) the regulation of waste disposal;

(3) environmental matters that are regulated by the
Department of State Health Services or the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality;

(4) oversight of the Texas Commission on Environmental

Quality as it relates to environmental regulation; and
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(5) the following state agency: the Texas Low-Level
Radioactive Waste Disposal Compact Commission.

Sec. 13. GENERAL INVESTIGATING (PROCEDURAL). (a) The
committee shall have five members of the house appointed by the
speaker. The speaker shall appoint the chair and the vice-chair of
the committee.

(b) The committee has all the powers and duties of a general
investigating committee and shall operate as the general
investigating committee of the house according to the procedures
prescribed by Subchapter B, Chapter 301, Government Code, and the
rules of the house, as applicable.

(b-1) The committee may begin work as soon as it desires
after its members are appointed. The committee shall meet,
organize, and adopt rules of evidence and procedure and any other
necessary rules. The committee rules may not conflict with Section
301.025, Government Code.

(b-2) Whether or not the legislature is in session, the
committee may meet at any time or place in the state determined
necessary by the committee.

(b-3) If the committee decides not to conduct joint hearings
as provided by Section 301.019, Government Code, the committee
shall establish a liaison to fully inform the chair of the senate
committee of the nature and progress of any inquiry by the other
committee.

(b-4) On amajority vote of the committee, the committee may
conduct joint hearings and investigations.

(b-5) The committee may:
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(1) initiate or continue 1inquiries and hearings
concerning:
(A) state government;
(B) any agency or subdivision of government
within the state;
(C) the expenditure of public funds at any level
of government within the state; and
(D) any other matter the committee considers
necessary for the information of the legislature or for the welfare
and protection of state citizens; and
(2) inspect the records, documents, and files and may
examine the duties, responsibilities, and activities of each state
department, agency, and officer and of each municipality, county,
or other political subdivision of the state.

(b-6) If a person disobeys a subpoena or other process that
the committee lawfully issues, the committee may cite the person
for contempt and cause the person to be prosecuted for contempt
according to the procedure prescribed by Subchapter B, Chapter 301,
Government Code, or by other law.

(b-=7) The committee shall make reports to members of the
legislature that the committee determines are necessary and
appropriate.

(b-8) Information held by the committee that if held by a
law enforcement agency or prosecutor would be excepted from the
requirements of Section 552.021, Government Code, under Section
552.108 of that code is confidential and not subject to public

disclosure.
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(b-9) If for any reason it is necessary to obtain assistance
in addition to the services provided by the state auditor, attorney
general, Texas Legislative Council, or Department of Public Safety,
the committee may employ and compensate assistants to assist in any
investigation, audit, or legal matter.

(c) The committee may investigate a matter related to the
misconduct, malfeasance, misfeasance, abuse of office, or
incompetency of an individual or officer wunder Chapter 665,
Government Code. The committee has all the powers and duties
conferred by that chapter for the purpose of conducting the
investigation, including the authority to propose articles of
impeachment.

(d) The committee has original Jjurisdiction over the
receipt, processing, investigation, and resolution of complaints
related to appropriate workplace conduct wunder Rule 15, the
housekeeping resolution, and policies adopted by the Committee on
House Administration. If a complaint relates to the conduct of a
member of the committee, that member's employee, or an individual
related to the member or the member's employee within the third
degree by consanguinity or within the second degree by affinity as
determined under Chapter 573, Government Code:

(1) the member shall not participate in any committee
proceedings related to the complaint; and

(2) the speaker shall designate a member of the house
drawn by lot under Subsection (e) of this section to act in the
place of the disqualified member. The designation of a member under

this subsection ends when the committee makes its final disposition
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of the complaint.

(e) When a member of the committee is disqualified under
Subsection (d) of this section, the chief clerk shall prepare a list
of the currently qualified members of the house, omitting the names
of the speaker, the disqualified member, each other member of the
committee, and any member elected from the same county as the
disqualified member. The chief clerk shall write on a separate
piece of paper of uniform size and color the name of each member
that appears on the prepared list. The chief clerk shall deposit
the pieces of paper in an opaque container that is designed to
permit the random distribution of the pieces of paper after their
initial deposit and to prevent the viewing of any of the pieces of
paper at any time. After the pieces of paper are randomly
distributed in the container, the sergeant-at-arms shall draw a
single piece of paper and deliver that piece of paper to the chief
clerk. The chief clerk shall inform the speaker of the name drawn
by the sergeant-at-arms for designation under Subsection (d).

Sec. 14. HIGHER EDUCATION. The committee shall have 11
members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:

(1) education beyond high school;

(2) the colleges and universities of the State of
Texas; and

(3) the following state agencies: the Texas A&M
Engineering Experiment Station, the Texas A&M Engineering
Extension Service, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board,
the Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Corporation, the Prepaid Higher

Education Tuition Board, and the Texas A&M Transportation
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Institute.
Sec. 15. HOMELAND SECURITY AND PUBLIC SAFETY. The
committee shall have nine members, with jurisdiction over all

matters pertaining to:

(1) law enforcement;

(2) the prevention of crime and the apprehension of
criminals;

(3) the provision of security services by private

entities;
(4) homeland security, including:
(A) the defense of the state and nation,
including terrorism response; and
(B) disaster mitigation, preparedness, response,
and recovery; and
(5) the following state agencies: the Texas Commission
on Law Enforcement, the Department of Public Safety, the Texas
Division of Emergency Management, the Emergency Management
Council, the Texas Forensic Science Commission, the Texas Military
Preparedness Commission, [+he—TexasPrivate SecurityBeaxrd,] the
Commission on State Emergency Communications, and the Texas Crime
Stoppers Council.
Sec. 16. HOUSE ADMINISTRATION (PROCEDURAL). (a) The
committee shall have 11 members, with jurisdiction over:
(1) administrative operation of the house and its
employees;
(2) the adoption of policies and procedures for

appropriate workplace conduct under Rule 15 and the housekeeping
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resolution, including policies and procedures relating to the
training of members, officers, and employees;

(3) the general house fund, with full control over all
expenditures from the fund;

(4) all property, equipment, and supplies obtained by
the house for its use and the use of its members;

(5) all office space available for the use of the house
and its members;

(6) the assignment of wvacant office space, vacant
parking spaces, and vacant desks on the house floor to members with
seniority based on cumulative years of service in the house, except
that the committee may make these assignments based on physical
disability of a member where it deems proper;

(7) all admissions to the floor during sessions of the
house;

(8) all proposals to invite nonmembers to appear
before or address the house or a joint session;

(9) all radio, television, and Internet broadcasting,
live or recorded, of sessions of the house;

(10) the electronic recording of the proceedings of
the house of representatives and the custody of the recordings of
testimony before house committees, with authority to promulgate
reasonable rules, regulations, and conditions concerning the
safekeeping, reproducing, and transcribing of the recordings, and
the defraying of costs for transcribing the recordings, subject to
other provisions of these rules;

(11) all witnesses appearing before the house or any
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committee thereof in support of or in opposition to any pending
legislative proposal;

(12) the Rules of Procedure of the House of
Representatives, Joint Rules of the House and Senate, and all
proposed amendments;

(13) other matters concerning the rules, procedures,
and operation of the house assigned by the speaker; and

(14) the following state agency: the State
Preservation Board.

(b) The committee must vote to adopt the annual budget for
each house department.

Sec. 17. HUMAN SERVICES. The committee shall have nine
members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:

(1) welfare and rehabilitation programs and their
development, administration, and control;

(2) oversight of the Health and Human Services

Commission and the Texas Behavioral Health Executive Council as it

relates to the subject matter jurisdiction of this committee;

(3) intellectual disabilities and the development of
programs incident thereto;

(4) the prevention and treatment of intellectual
disabilities; and

(5) the following state agencies: the Department of
Family and Protective Services, the Texas State Board of Social
Worker Examiners, and the Texas State Board of Examiners of
Professional Counselors.

Sec. 18. INSURANCE. The committee shall have nine members,
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with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:

(1) insurance and the insurance industry;

(2) all insurance companies and other organizations of
any type writing or issuing policies of insurance in the State of
Texas, 1including their organization, incorporation, management,
powers, and limitations; and

(3) the following state agencies: the Texas
Department of Insurance, the Texas Health Benefits Purchasing
Cooperative, and the Office of Public Insurance Counsel.

Sec. 19. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.
The committee shall have nine members, with jurisdiction over all
matters pertaining to:

(1) the relations between the State of Texas and other
nations, including matters 1related +to trade relations and
international trade zones;

(2) the relations between the State of Texas and the
federal government other than matters involving defense, emergency
preparedness, and veterans issues;

(3) the relations between the State of Texas and other
states of the United States;

(4) commerce, trade, and manufacturing, including
international commerce and trade and the regulation of persons
participating in international commerce and trade;

(5) cooperation Dbetween the state or a local
governmental entity and the scientific and technological
community, including private businesses, institutions of higher

education, and federal governmental laboratories;
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(6) weights and measures;

(7) workforce training;

(8) economic and industrial development;

(9) development and support of small businesses;

(10) Jjob creation and job-training programs;

(11) hours, wages, collective bargaining, and the

relationship between employers and employees;

(12) international and border regions (as described in
Sections 2056.002(e)(2) and (3), Government Code) economic
development, public health and safety issues affecting the border,
tourist development, and goodwill, and economic development,
tourist development, and goodwill in other areas of the state that
have experienced a significant increase in the percentage of the
population that consists of immigrants from other nations,
according to the last two federal decennial censuses or another
reliable measure;

(13) the provision of public services to persons
residing in proximity to Texas' international border or in other
areas of the state that have experienced a significant increase in
the percentage of the population that consists of immigrants from
other nations, according to the last two federal decennial censuses
or another reliable measure; and

(14) the following state agencies: the Office of
State-Federal Relations, the Texas Economic Development and
Tourism Office, the Texas Workforce Commission, and the Texas
Workforce Investment Council.

Sec. 20. JUDICIARY AND CIVIL JURISPRUDENCE. The committee
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shall have nine members, with Jjurisdiction over all matters
pertaining to:

(1) fines and penalties arising under civil laws;

(2) civil law, including rights, duties, remedies, and
procedures thereunder, and including probate and guardianship
matters;

(3) civil procedure in the courts of Texas;

(4) administrative law and the adjudication of rights
by administrative agencies;

(5) permission to sue the state;

(6) uniform state laws;

(7) creating, changing, or otherwise affecting courts
of judicial districts of the state;

(8) establishing districts for the election of
judicial officers;

(9) courts and court procedures except  where
jurisdiction 1is specifically granted to some other standing
committee; and

(10) the following state agencies: the Supreme Court,
the courts of appeals, the Court of Criminal Appeals, the State
Commission on Judicial Conduct, the Office of Court Administration
of the Texas Judicial System, the State Law Library, the Texas
Judicial Council, the Judicial Branch Certification Commission,
the Office of the Attorney General, the Board of Law Examiners, the
State Bar of Texas, and the State Office of Administrative
Hearings.

Sec. 21. JUVENILE JUSTICE AND FAMILY ISSUES. The committee

41 SC/HLB/ISO

TX-REP-21-0367-A-000051



10

11

12

13

14

15

le

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

H.R. No. 4
shall have nine members, with Jjurisdiction over all matters
pertaining to:

(1) the commitment and rehabilitation of youths;

(2) the construction, operation, and management of
correctional facilities of the state and facilities used for the
commitment and rehabilitation of youths;

(3) Jjuvenile delinquency and gang violence;

(4) criminal law, prohibitions, standards, and
penalties as applied to juveniles;

(5) criminal procedure in the courts of Texas as it
relates to juveniles;

(6) civil law as it relates to familial relationships,
including rights, duties, remedies, and procedures; and

(7) the following state agencies: the Texas Juvenile
Justice Board, the Texas Juvenile Justice Department, the Office of
Independent Ombudsman for the Texas Juvenile Justice Department,
and the Advisory Council on Juvenile Services.

Sec. 22. LAND AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT. The committee shall
have nine members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining
to:

(1) the management of public lands;

(2) the power of eminent domain;

(3) the creation, modification, and regulation of
municipal utility districts;

(4) annexation, zoning, and other governmental
regulation of land use; and

(5) the following state agencies: the School Land
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Board, the Board for Lease of University Lands, and the General Land
Office.

Sec. 23. LICENSING AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES. The
committee shall have 11 members, with Jjurisdiction over all
matters pertaining to:

(1) the oversight of businesses, industries, general
trades, and occupations regulated by this state;

(2) the regulation of greyhound and horse racing and
other gaming industries;

(3) regulation of the sale of intoxicating beverages
and local option control;

(4) the Alcoholic Beverage Code; and

(5) the following state agencies: the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation, the State Office of
Administrative Hearings, the Texas Board of Architectural
Examiners, the Texas State Board of Public Accountancy, the Texas
Real Estate Commission, the Texas State Board of Plumbing
Examiners, the Texas Board of Professional Engineers and Land
Surveyors, the Real Estate Center at Texas A&M University, [+he
Fexas—Board—of Professioenal lTand Survevying| the Texas Racing
Commission, the Texas Appraiser Licensing and Certification Board,
the Texas Lottery Commission, and the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission.

Sec. 24. LOCAL AND CONSENT CALENDARS (PROCEDURAL). The
committee shall have 11 members, with jurisdiction over:

(1) the placement on appropriate calendars of bills

and resolutions that, in the opinion of the committee, are in fact
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local or will be uncontested, and have been recommended as such by
the standing committee of original jurisdiction; and

(2) the determination of priorities for floor
consideration of bills and resolutions except those within the
jurisdiction of the Committee on Calendars and the Committee on
Resolutions Calendars.

Sec. 25. NATURAL RESOURCES. The committee shall have 11
members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:

(1) the conservation of the natural resources of
Texas;

(2) the control and development of land and water and
land and water resources, including the taking, storing, control,
and use of all water in the state, and its appropriation and
allocation;

(3) drrigation, irrigation companies, and irrigation
districts, and their incorporation, management, and powers;

(4) the creation, modification, and regulation of
groundwater conservation districts, water supply districts, water
control and improvement districts, conservation and reclamation
districts, and all similar organs of local government dealing with
water and water supply not otherwise assigned by these rules to
another standing committee;

(5) oversight of the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality as it relates to the regulation of water resources; and

(6) the following state agencies: the Office of
Canadian River Compact Commissioner for Texas, the Office of Pecos

River Compact Commissioner for Texas, the Office of Red River
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Compact Commissioner for Texas, the Office of Rio Grande Compact
Commissioner for Texas, the Office of Sabine River Compact
Commissioners for Texas, the Southwestern States Water Commission,
and the Texas Water Development Board.
Sec. 26. PENSIONS, INVESTMENTS, AND FINANCIAL SERVICES.
The committee shall have nine [+}] members, with jurisdiction over
all matters pertaining to:

(1) Dbanking and the state banking system;

(2) savings and loan associations;

(3) credit unions;

(4) the regulation of state and local bonded
indebtedness;

(5) the lending of money;

(6) Dbenefits or participation in benefits of a public
retirement system and the financial obligations of a public
retirement system;

(7) the regulation of securities and investments;

(8) privacy and identity theft; and

(9) the following state agencies: the Finance
Commission of Texas, the Credit Union Commission, the Office of
Consumer Credit Commissioner, the Office of Banking Commissioner,
the Texas Department of Banking, the Department of Savings and
Mortgage Lending, the Texas Treasury Safekeeping Trust Company, the
Texas Public Finance Authority, the Bond Review Board, the Texas
Emergency Services Retirement System, the Board of Trustees of the
Teacher Retirement System of Texas, the Board of Trustees of the

Employees Retirement System of Texas, the Board of Trustees of the
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Texas County and District Retirement System, the Board of Trustees
of the Texas Municipal Retirement System, the State Pension Review
Board, and the State Securities Board.
Sec. 27. PUBLIC EDUCATION. The committee shall have 13
members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:
(1) the public schools and the public school system of
Texas and the financing thereof;
(2) the state programming of elementary and secondary
education for the public school system of Texas;
(3) proposals to create, change, or otherwise alter
school districts of the state; and

(4) the following organizations and state agencies:

the State Board of Education, the Texas Education Agency, the Texas
representatives to the Education Commission of the States, the
[office——of] Southern Regional Education  Board [Compact
Commissioner foxr Texas], the Texas School for the Blind and
Visually Impaired, the State Board for Educator Certification, and
the Texas School for the Deaf.

Sec. 28. PUBLIC HEALTH. The committee shall have 11
members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:

(1) the protection of public health, including
supervision and control of the practice of medicine and dentistry
and other allied health services;

(2) mental health and the development of programs

incident thereto;

(3) the prevention and treatment of mental illness;
(4) oversight of the Health and Human Services
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Commission and the Texas Behavioral Health Executive Council as it

relates to the subject matter jurisdiction of this committee; and
(5) the following state agencies: the Department of
State Health Services, the Anatomical Board of the State of Texas,
the Texas Funeral Service Commission, the Hearing Instrument
Fitters and Dispensers Advisory Board, the Texas Health Services
Authority, the Texas Optometry Board, the Texas Radiation Advisory
Board, the Texas State Board of Pharmacy, [fheTtnteragencyObesity
Couneils] the Texas Board of Nursing, the Texas Board of
Chiropractic Examiners, the Texas Board of Physical Therapy
Examiners, the Massage Therapy Advisory Board, the Podiatric
Medical Examiners Advisory Board, the Texas State Board of

Examiners of Psychologists, the Texas State Board of Examiners of

Marriage and Family Therapists, the Behavior Analyst Advisory

Board, the State Board of Dental Examiners, the Texas Medical
Board, the Advisory Board of Athletic Trainers, the Cancer
Prevention and Research Institute of Texas, the Texas State Board
of Acupuncture Examiners, the Health Professions Council, the
Office of Patient Protection, [and] the Texas Board of Occupational

Therapy Examiners, and the Texas Child Mental Health Care

Consortium.

Sec. 29. REDISTRICTING (PROCEDURAL). The committee shall
have 15 members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:
(1) legislative districts, both house and senate, and

any changes or amendments;
(2) congressional districts, their creation, and any

changes or amendments;
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(3) establishing districts for the election of
judicial officers or of governing bodies or representatives of
political subdivisions or state agencies as required by law; and

(4) preparations for the redistricting process.

Sec. 30. RESOLUTIONS CALENDARS (PROCEDURAL). The committee
shall have 11 members, with jurisdiction over:

(1) the placement on appropriate calendars of
resolutions that, in the opinion of the committee, are in fact
congratulatory or memorial;

(2) the determination of priorities for floor
consideration of resolutions except those within the jurisdiction
of the Committee on Calendars and the Committee on Local and Consent
Calendars;

(3) all procedures for expediting the business of the
house 1in expressing concern or commendation in an orderly and
efficient manner;

(4) all resolutions to congratulate, memorialize, or
name mascots of the house; and

(5) other matters concerning rules, procedures, and
operation of the house in expressing concern or commendation
assigned by the speaker.

Sec. 31. STATE AFFAIRS. The committee shall have 13

members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:

(1) questions and matters of state policy;
(2) the administration of state government;
(3) the organization, operation, powers, regulation,

and management of state departments, agencies, and institutions;
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(4) the operation and regulation of public lands and
state buildings;

(5) the duties and conduct of officers and employees
of the state government;

(6) the duties and conduct of candidates for public
office and of persons with an interest in influencing public
policy;

(7) the operation of state government and its agencies
and departments; all of above except where Jurisdiction 1is
specifically granted to some other standing committee;

(8) access of the state agencies to scientific and
technological information;

(9) the regulation and deregulation of electric
utilities and the electric industry;

(10) the regulation and deregulation of
telecommunications utilities and the telecommunications industry;

(11) electric utility regulation as it relates to
energy production and consumption;

(12) pipelines, pipeline companies, and all others
operating as common carriers in the state;

(13) the regulation and deregulation of other
industries jurisdiction of which is not specifically assigned to
another committee under these rules;

(14) advances 1in science and technology, including
telecommunications, electronic technology, or automated data
processing, by state agencies, including institutions of higher

education;
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(15) the promotion within the state of an advance
described by Subdivision (14) of this section;
(16) cybersecurity; and
(17) the following organizations and state agencies:
the Council of State Governments, the National Conference of State
Legislatures, the Office of the Governor, the Texas Ethics
Commission, the Texas Facilities Commission, the Department of
Information Resources, the Inaugural Endowment Fund Committee, the
Sunset Advisory Commission, the Public Utility Commission of Texas,
and the Office of Public Utility Counsel.
Sec. 32. TRANSPORTATION. The committee shall have 13
members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:
(1) commercial motor vehicles, both bus and truck, and
their control, regulation, licensing, and operation;
(2) the Texas highway system, including all roads,
bridges, and ferries constituting a part of the system;
(3) the licensing of private passenger vehicles to
operate on the roads and highways of the state;
(4) the regulation and control of traffic on the
public highways of the State of Texas;
(5) railroads, street railway lines, interurban
railway lines, steamship companies, and express companies;
(6) airports, air traffic, airlines, and other
organizations engaged in transportation by means of aerial flight;
(7) water transportation in the State of Texas, and
the 1rivers, harbors, and related facilities wused 1in water

transportation and the agencies of government exercising
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supervision and control thereover;

(8) the regulation of metropolitan transit; and

(9) the following state agencies: the Texas Department
of Motor Vehicles, the Texas Department of Transportation, and the
Texas Transportation Commission.

Sec. 33. URBAN AFFAIRS. The committee shall have nine
members, with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to:

(1) municipalities, including their creation,
organization, powers, government, and finance, and the
compensation and duties of their officers and employees;

(2) home-rule municipalities, their relationship to
the state, and their powers, authority, and limitations;

(3) the creation or change of metropolitan areas and
the form of government under which those areas operate;

(4) problems and issues particularly affecting
metropolitan areas of the state;

(5) other units of 1local government not otherwise
assigned by these rules to other standing committees;

(6) establishing districts for the election of
governing bodies of municipalities;

(7) land use regulation by municipalities; and

(8) the following state agencies: the Texas
Department of Housing and Community Affairs and the Texas
Commission on Fire Protection.

Sec. 34. WAYS AND MEANS. The committee shall have 11
members, with jurisdiction over:

(1) all bills and resolutions proposing to raise state
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revenue;

(2) all bills or resolutions proposing to levy state
taxes or other fees;

(3) all proposals to modify, amend, or change any
existing state tax or revenue statute;

(4) all proposals to regulate the manner of collection
of state revenues and taxes;

(5) all bills and resolutions containing provisions
resulting in automatic allocation of funds from the state treasury;

(6) all bills and resolutions diverting funds from the
state treasury or preventing funds from going in that otherwise
would be placed in the state treasury;

(7) all bills and resolutions proposing to permit a
local government to raise revenue;

(8) all bills and resolutions proposing to permit a
local government to levy or impose property taxes, sales and use
taxes, or other taxes and fees;

(9) all proposals to modify, amend, or change any
existing local government tax or revenue statute;

(10) all ©proposals to regulate the manner of
collection of local government revenues and taxes;

(11) all bills and resolutions relating to the
appraisal of property for taxation;

(12) all bills and resolutions relating to the Tax
Code; and

(13) the following organizations and state agencies:

the [0ffieceof] Multistate Tax Commission [Ceompact Commissioner for
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1 Zexas] and the Comptroller of Public Accounts.
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RULE 4. ORGANIZATION, POWERS, AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES

CHAPTER A. ORGANIZATION

Sec. 1. COMMITTEES, MEMBERSHIP, AND JURISDICTION. Standing
committees of the house, and the number of members and general
jurisdiction of each, shall be as enumerated in Rule 3.

Sec. 2. DETERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP. (a) Membership on
the standing committees shall be determined at the beginning of
each reqgular session in the following manner:

(1) For each standing substantive committee, a maximum
of one-half of the membership, exclusive of the chair and
vice-chair, shall be determined by seniority. The remaining
membership of the committee shall be appointed by the speaker.

(2) Each member of the house, in order of seniority,
may designate three committees on which he or she desires to serve,
listed in order of preference. The member is entitled to become a
member of the committee of his or her highest preference on which
there remains a vacant seniority position.

(3) If members of equal seniority request the same
committee, the speaker shall appoint the member from among those
requesting that committee. Seniority, as the term is used in this
subsection, shall mean years of cumulative service as a member of
the house of representatives.

(4) After each member of the house has selected one
committee on the basis of seniority, the remaining membership on
each standing committee shall be filled by appointment of the
speaker, subject to the limitations imposed in this chapter.

(5) Seniority shall not apply to a procedural
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committee. For purposes of these rules, the procedural committees
are the Committee on Calendars, the Committee on Local and Consent
Calendars, the Committee on Resolutions Calendars, the General
Investigating Committee, the Committee on House Administration,
and the Committee on Redistricting. The entire membership of these
committees shall be appointed by the speaker.

(6) In announcing the membership of committees, the
speaker shall designate those appointed by the speaker and those
acquiring membership by seniority.

(7) The speaker shall designate the chair and
vice-chair from the total membership of the committee.

(b) In the event of a vacancy in a representative district
that has not been filled at the time of the determination of the
membership of standing committees, the vrepresentative of the
district who fills that vacancy shall not be entitled to select a
committee on the basis of seniority. Committee appointments on
behalf of that district shall be designated by the district number.

(c) In the event that a member-elect of the current
legislature has not taken the oath of office by the end of the ninth
day of the regular session, the representative of that district
shall not be entitled to select a committee on the basis of
seniority. If the member-elect has not taken the oath of office by
the time committee appointments are announced, committee
appointments on behalf of that district shall be designated by
district number.

Sec. 3. RANKING OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS. Except for the chair

and vice-chair, members of a standing committee shall rank
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according to their seniority.
Sec. 4. MEMBERSHIP RESTRICTIONS. (a) No member shall serve
concurrently on more than two standing substantive committees.
(b) A member serving as chair of the Committee on
Appropriations, [e*] the Committee on State Affairs, or the

Committee on Ways and Means may not serve on any other substantive

committee.

(c) A permanent speaker pro tempore appointed under Rule 1,

Section 10, may not serve on more than one substantive committee or

as chair of a standing committee.

Sec. 5. VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES. Should a vacancy occur on
a standing, select, or interim committee subsequent to its
organization, the speaker shall appoint an eligible member to f£ill
the vacancy.

Sec. 6. DUTIES OF THE CHAIR. The chair of each committee
shall:

(1) be responsible for the effective conduct of the
business of the committee;

(2) appoint all subcommittees and determine the number
of members to serve on each subcommittee;

(3) 1in consultation with members of the committee,
schedule the work of the committee and determine the order in which
the committee shall consider and act on bills, resolutions, and
other matters referred to the committee;

(4) have authority to employ and discharge the staff
and employees authorized for the committee and have supervision and

control over all the staff and employees;
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(5) direct the preparation of all committee reports.
No committee report shall be official until signed by the chair of
the committee, or by the person acting as chair, or by a majority of
the membership of the committee;

(6) determine the necessity for public hearings,
schedule hearings, and be responsible for directing the posting of
notice of hearings as required by the rules;

(7) preside at all meetings of the committee and
control its deliberations and activities 1in accordance with
acceptable parliamentary procedure; and

(8) have authority to direct the sergeant-at-arms to
assist, where necessary, in enforcing the will of the committee.

Sec. 7. BILL ANALYSES. Except for the general
appropriations bill, for each bill or joint resolution referred to
the committee, the staff of the committee shall be responsible for
distributing a copy of a bill analysis to each member of the
committee and the author of a house measure at the earliest possible
opportunity but not later than the first time the measure is laid
out in a committee meeting.

CHAPTER B. PROCEDURE

Sec. 8. MEETINGS. (a) As soon as practicable after
standing committees are constituted and organized, the committee
coordinator, wunder the direction of the Committee on House
Administration, shall prepare a schedule for regular meetings of
all standing committees. This schedule shall be published in the
house journal and posted in a convenient and conspicuous place near

the entrance to the house and on other posting boards for committee
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meeting notices, as determined necessary by the Committee on House
Administration. To the extent practicable during each regular
session, standing committees shall conduct regular committee
meetings in accordance with the schedule of meetings prepared by
the committee coordinator under the supervision of the Committee on
House Administration.

(b) Standing committees shall meet at other times as may be
determined by the committee, or as may be called by the chair.
Subcommittees of standing committees shall likewise meet at other
times as may be determined by the committee, or as may be called by
the chair of the committee or subcommittee.

(c) Committees shall also meet in such places and at such
times as the speaker may designate.

Sec. 9. MEETING WHILE HOUSE 1IN SESSION. No standing
committee or subcommittee shall meet during the time the house is in
session without permission being given by a majority vote of the
house. No standing committee or subcommittee shall conduct its
meeting on the floor of the house or in the house chamber while the
house is in session, but shall, if given permission to meet while
the house is in session, retire to a designated committee room for
the conduct of its meeting.

Sec. 10. PURPOSES FOR MEETING. A committee or a
subcommittee may be assembled for:

(1) a public hearing where testimony is to be heard,
and where official action may be taken, on bills, resolutions, or
other matters;

(2) a formal meeting where the committee may discuss
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and take official action on bills, resolutions, or other matters
without testimony; and

(3) a work session where the committee may discuss
bills, resolutions, or other matters but take no formal action.

Sec. 11. POSTING NOTICE. (a) No committee or
subcommittee, including a calendars committee, shall assemble for
the purpose of a public hearing during a regular session unless
notice of the hearing has been posted in accordance with the rules
at least five calendar days in advance of the hearing. No committee
or subcommittee, including a calendars committee, shall assemble
for the purpose of a public hearing during a special session unless
notice of the hearing has been posted in accordance with the rules
at least 24 hours in advance of the hearing. The committee minutes
shall reflect the date of each posting of notice. Notice shall not
be required for a public hearing or a formal meeting on a senate
bill which is substantially the same as a house bill that has
previously been the subject of a duly posted public hearing by the
committee.

(b) No committee or subcommittee, including a calendars
committee, shall assemble for the purpose of a formal meeting or
work session during a regular or special session unless written
notice has been posted and transmitted to each member of the
committee two hours in advance of the meeting or an announcement has
been filed with the journal clerk and read by the reading clerk
while the house is in session.

(c) All committees meeting during the interim for the

purpose of a formal meeting, work session, or public hearing shall

59 SC/HLB/ISO

TX-REP-21-0367-A-000069



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

H.R. No. 4
post notice in accordance with the rules and notify members of the
committee at least five calendar days in advance of the meeting.

Sec. 12. MEETINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. All meetings of a
committee or subcommittee, including a calendars committee, shall
be open to other members, the press, and the pub<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>