
 
 

 
   

   

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the General Counsel 
1400 Independence Ave. SW 
Washington, DC  20250-1400 
 

 
March 19, 2021 
 
Delivered via Electronic Mail  
Christine Monahan, American Oversight 
1030 15th Street NW 
Suite B255 
Washington, District of Columbia 20005 
 
Re:  Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request No. 2021-OSEC-02405-F 
            First Interim Response 
          
Dear Ms. Monahan:   
 
This is the Office of Information Affairs (OIA), FOIA Division’s first interim response to the 
above-referenced FOIA request. The request sought: 
 

All email communications (including email messages, complete email chains, 
email attachments, calendar invitations, and calendar invitation attachments) 
sent by the specified former USDA officials listed in Column A, below, and 
containing any of the key terms listed in Column B. 

 

 
 

Please provide all responsive records from August 1, 2020, through January 
20, 2021. 

 
 

Column A: Former USDA Officials Column B: Key Terms 
1. Secretary Sonny Perdue, or 1. NPIS 

anyone communicating on his 2. @chickenusa.org 
behalf, such as a scheduler or 3. “line speed” 
assistant 4. “chicken slaughter” 

2. Chief of Staff Joby Young 5. “poultry slaughter” 
3. Deputy Secretary Stephen Censky 6. Eviscerator 
4. Senior Advisor Rebeckah Adcock 7. Evisceration 
5. Senior Advisor Kristi Boswell 8. “140 birds” 
6. Senior Advisor Dudley Hoskins 9. “140 bpm” 
7. Under Secretary for Food Safety 10. “175 birds” 

Dr. Mindy Brashears 
8. Under Secretary for Marketing 

11. “175 bpm” 

and Regulatory Programs Greg  
Ibach  

9. Director of Intergovernmental  
and External Affairs Lillie Brady  

10. Food Safety and Inspection Service 
      Administrator Paul Kiecker 
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You also submitted this request to the USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS). 
Accordingly, FSIS is processing the portion of your request pertaining to custodian Paul Kiecker.  
 
Your request is being processed under the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552. 
 
An electronic search for responsive records was conducted by the Client Experience Center’s 
(CEC) eComply team. The CEC provides comprehensive, fee-for-service information 
technology (IT) associated operations, security, and technical support services to USDA end 
users. The CEC also implements and manages enterprise IT solutions for users Department-wide. 
For this first interim response, the CEC searched the email accounts associated with the 
custodians mentioned in your request for the time period from August 1, 2020 through January 
20, 2021. The CEC search located records responsive to your FOIA request. For this first 
interim response, the FOIA Division reviewed a total of fifty-nine (59) pages of emails.  
 
The FOIA Division continues to process your request.   
 
Following a review of the responsive records, the FOIA Division has determined that certain 
information contained therein should be withheld pursuant to U.S.C. § 552(b)(5) and (b)(6) 
(FOIA Exemptions 5 and 6). Additionally, two (2) pages of records, as well as three (3) 
spreadsheets, have been withheld in their entirety under FOIA Exemption 5.  Below is an 
explanation of the information that has been withheld. 
 

FOIA Exemption 5 - Deliberative 
 
FOIA Exemption 5 protects from disclosure those “inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums 
or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency.”  One of the frequently invoked FOIA Exemption 5 privileges is the deliberative 
process privilege.  To fall within FOIA’s deliberative process privilege, the records must be both 
pre-decisional and deliberative; the records must precede the adoption of an agency policy and 
include the opinions, recommendations, or deliberations on a legal or policy matter.   
 
In this instance, the FOIA Division is withholding, under the deliberative process privilege, pre-
decisional intra-agency discussions and briefings on agency actions and programs on issues 
relating to proposed legislation and regulations.  
 
These items are pre-decisional in that they are antecedent to any final agency decision. These 
items are also deliberative in that they reflect the evolving, back-and-forth process between 
agency employees that is so integral to the Executive Branch decision-making process; more 
specifically, the development of potential recommendations made by agency advisors for use in 
making policy decisions. 
 
If these pre-decisional, deliberative communications were released to the public, USDA and 
other Executive Branch employees would be much more cautious in their discussions with each 
other, and in candidly discussing and providing all pertinent information and viewpoints in a 
timely manner to agency decision-makers. This lack of candor would also seriously impair the  
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Department’s ability to engage in forthright, internal discussions necessary for efficient and 
proper agency decision-making. 

 
FOIA Exemption 5 – Attorney-Client 

 
The FOIA Division is also withholding information under the attorney-client privilege.  This 
privilege protects confidential communication between an attorney and his/her client relating to a 
legal matter for which the client has sought professional advice.  Although this privilege 
fundamentally applies to facts divulged by a client to his/her attorney, this privilege also 
encompasses any opinion given by an attorney to his/her client based upon those facts, as well as 
communications between attorneys that reflect client supplied information.   
 
In this instance, the FOIA Division is withholding information shared internally whereby legal 
advice is being sought from and provided by the Department’s counsel. 
 
These confidential communications are shielded from disclosure in order to encourage open and 
frank discussions between the Department and its legal advisors. Ensuring the Department 
receives sound legal advice promotes public policy, and this advice depends on counsel being 
fully informed. The release of these confidential communications would inhibit the Department’s 
ability to provide pertinent information and would impair the Department’s counsel from making 
well-informed legal decisions.  

 
FOIA Exemption 6 

 
Exemption 6 generally is referred to as the “personal privacy” exemption.  It provides that the 
disclosure requirements of FOIA do not apply to “personnel and medical files and similar files 
the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.”  
Application of the exemption involves balancing the public’s interest in disclosure against 
individuals’ privacy interests.   
 
The information withheld under Exemption 6 consists of mobile phone numbers, direct phone 
numbers for third parties, and personal email addresses. This information qualifies as “similar 
files” because it is information in which individuals have a privacy interest.  Moreover, releasing 
the information could subject the individuals to unwarranted or unsolicited communications.  
Because there is a viable privacy interest that would be threatened by disclosure, Exemption 6 
authorizes this office to withhold the information.  Accordingly, we have determined that the 
public interest in the information’s release does not outweigh the overriding privacy interests in 
keeping it confidential. 

 
You have the right to appeal the FOIA Division’s determinations. Due to the need to issue more 
than one determination in order to fully resolve your request, your appeal rights for all 
determinations in response to this request will be provided to you in our final response letter. 
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You may seek dispute resolution services from the FOIA Division’s FOIA Public Liaison, Ms. 
Camille Aponte. Ms. Aponte may be contacted by telephone at (202) 505-0271, or electronically 
at Camille.Aponte@usda.gov or USDAFOIA@usda.gov. 
 
You also have the option to seek assistance from the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS). Please visit https://www.archives.gov/ogis/mediation-program/request-assistance for 
information about how to request OGIS assistance in relation to a FOIA request.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the processing of this request, please contact Ms. Susan 
Ruppel at (202) 694-5982 or electronically at susan.ruppel@usda.gov or 
USDAFOIA@usda.gov.  
 
For additional information regarding USDA FOIA regulations and processes, please refer to the 
information available online at www.dm.usda.gov/foia.   
 
The FOIA Division appreciates your patience as we continue processing the remainder of your 
FOIA request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Alexis R. Graves 
Director 
Office of Information Affairs 
 
Enclosure: Responsive Records (57 pages) 
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From: Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: Kristi Boswell
Subject: FW: CFAP List
Date: Friday, January 15, 2021 3:26:00 PM
Attachments: CFAP 2020 Stakeholder Call List.xlsx

Kristi J. Boswell
Senior Advisor to the Secretary
United States Department of Agriculture
Office: 202.720.9990
Cell: 202.281.5695

From: Brady, Lillie - OSEC, Washington, DC <lillie.brady@usda.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 9:39 AM
To: Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: CFAP List

Thoughts?

don’t have  on there.

From: Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov> 
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 9:28 AM
To: Brady, Lillie - OSEC, Washington, DC <lillie.brady@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: CFAP List

No on .

Kristi J. Boswell
Senior Advisor to the Secretary
United States Department of Agriculture
Office: 202.720.9990
Cell: 202.281.5695

From: Brady, Lillie - OSEC, Washington, DC <lillie.brady@usda.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 11:28 PM
To: Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov>
Subject: Re: CFAP List

Agreed thank you for this.

Let me know about .

Get some sleep!!

(b)(5)-Deliberative 
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—
Lillie Brady
Cell: 202-845-3872
 
Sent from my iPhone

From: Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 11:18:41 PM
To: Brady, Lillie - OSEC, Washington, DC <lillie.brady@usda.gov>
Subject: Re: CFAP List
 
You need to keep the bold ones. Let me think  on . 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 10:20 PM
To: Brady, Lillie - OSEC, Washington, DC; Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: RE: CFAP List
 
Your Current List – Suggest removing some. 
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From: Brady, Lillie - OSEC, Washington, DC <lillie.brady@usda.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 10:00 PM
To: Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov>
Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>
Subject: Re: CFAP List
 
10-4! Will fine tune first thing and circulate with you both. JCA— any additions/ edits sound great 
 
—
Lillie Brady
Cell: 202-845-3872
 
Sent from my iPhone

From: Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 9:42:49 PM
To: Brady, Lillie - OSEC, Washington, DC <lillie.brady@usda.gov>
Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: CFAP List
 

 

 
.

 
I sent to JCA already she may have some other folks too. Cc’ing here.
 
Who knows if we will have the chance to touch base with anyone but better be prepared.  We can
fine tune this list for tomorrow nothing will take place until after the 230.
 
Thanks!!!!!!!!!
 
Kristi J. Boswell
Senior Advisor to the Secretary
United States Department of Agriculture
Office: 202.720.9990
Cell: 202.281.5695
 

From: Brady, Lillie - OSEC, Washington, DC <lillie.brady@usda.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2020 8:24 PM
To: Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov>
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Subject: CFAP List
 
Predecisional/ deliberative
 
Thoughts?
 
Do we need to add any supply chain folks? Or any of the processing folks? …
 
--
Lillie Brady
Director, EIA, USDA
Cell: (202)845-3872
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From: Brashears, Mindy - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: Gartner, Kelly
Subject: Accepted: Bell & Evans New Poultry Slaughter Facility Introduction

2021-OSEC-02405-F
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From: Hoskins, Dudley - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: Ibach, Greg - OSEC, Washington, DC; Walker, Lorren - OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: Fwd: Covid package and omnibus appropriations summary
Date: Tuesday, December 22, 2020 2:11:28 PM
Attachments: FY21 Omnibus OSEC Summary 12.21.20.docx

image001.png

From: Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2020 10:44:05 AM
To: Hoskins, Dudley - OSEC, Washington, DC <dudley.hoskins@usda.gov>
Subject: FW: Covid package and omnibus appropriations summary
 
 
 
Kristi J. Boswell
Senior Advisor to the Secretary
United States Department of Agriculture
Office: 202.720.9990
Cell: 202.281.5695
 

From: Barbic, Ken - OSEC, Washington, DC <Ken.Barbic@usda.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2020 11:55 PM
To: SP3.PS3 - OSEC, Washington, DC <Sp3@usda.gov>
Cc: Young, Joby - OSEC, Washington, DC <joby.young@usda.gov>; Rollins, Blake - OSEC, Washington,
DC <blake.rollins@usda.gov>; Lee, Evan - OSEC, Washington, DC <evan.lee@usda.gov>; Beal, Mary
Dee - OSEC, Washington, DC <MaryDee.Beal@usda.gov>; Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC
<kristi.boswell@usda.gov>; Shuford, Campbell - OSEC, Washington, DC
<campbell.shuford@usda.gov>; Lee, Evan - OSEC, Washington, DC <evan.lee@usda.gov>; Rich,
Michawn - OC, Washington, DC <michawn.rich@usda.gov>; Liske, Kyle - OSEC, Washington, DC
<Kyle.Liske@usda.gov>; Varsamis, Alec - OC, Washington, DC <alec.varsamis@usda.gov>
Subject: Covid package and omnibus appropriations summary
 
Sir,
 
Attached is a summary of the combined omnibus appropriations and covid relief legislation that
Evan put together after the text came out this afternoon. It goes through the various priorities we
have identified related to our FY21 appropriation and where things ended up.
 
The COVID package summary portion of the document is similar to what I sent you last night,
summarizing what was included related to ag assistance.
 
Happy to go into more details on any areas you might have additional questions.
 
The House and Senate both cleared this legislation late this evening.

2021-OSEC-02405-F
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Ken
 

 
Ken Barbic
Assistant Secretary – Office of Congressional Relations
United States Department of Agriculture
Mobile: (202) 768-5221
Office: (202) 720-7095
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U.S. Department of Agriculture 
FY2021 Omnibus and COVID-19 Relief 

Summary 
 
 
USDA FY21 Topline Discretionary Funding Comparison: 
 

FY 2021 Conference Agreement Discretionary Funding: $23.39 billion  
 
FY 2020 Enacted Discretionary Funding: $21.7 billion 
 
FY 2021 President’s Budget Request: $18.1 billion 

 
FY21 Regular Appropriations Priorities: 
 
USDA-Wide 
 
• Pay, Awards, FERS: The budget requests funding for partial annualization of the FY 2020 

pay increase of $22 million and a one percent pay cost increase for calendar year 2021 of $26 
million.  Additionally, funds are requested for awards of $34.7 million and an estimated 1.3 
percent FERS increase of $43.95 million.  

 
Status: Fully Funded. 
 

• Goodfellow: The budget requests $45 million for the Goodfellow facility relocation costs for 
OCIO ($20 million), FSIS ($16 million), and RD ($9.8 million). 

 
Status: Fully funded 

 
FPAC 
 
• IT for Famers.gov:  A total of $22.9 million for FSA ($20.4 million) and NRCS ($2.5 

million) to sustain IT developments that allow customer access to a variety of FPAC 
information and services through a single digital experience. 
 
Status: Fully funded  
 

• Business Center Information Technology: Increase of $10 million for digital records 
management. 

 
Status: Not funded. The House Committee report states it did not fund the digital records 
request, though it strongly supports the initiative, because of the large lapsing balances at the 
end of fiscal year 2019. (FY19 funding unspent funds and sent to the Working Capital Fund) 
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• FSA Recovery Jump Teams:  Increase of $11.3 million and 324 staff years to support 
recovery jump teams to assist producers affected by disasters. 
 
Status: Not funded. 

 
• Agricultural Credit Insurance Fund: Due to the increases in loan volume and obligations 

in FY 2019 following the implementation of the higher loan limits for the Direct and 
Guaranteed Ownership and Operating loan program authorized in the 2018 Farm Bill, FSA 
estimates higher demand for FY 2021.  The subsidy rates have decreased so there is no 
additional cost to providing the higher program levels requested in the budget. 
 
Status: Authorized higher program levels.  

 

In addition, based on FY 2019 direct farm ownership obligations and loan volume and 
projected higher demands in FY 2021, FSA requests $13.2 million for Program Loan Cost 
Expenses (PLCE).  This is $3.2 million more than the $10.1 million appropriated in FY 2020, 
which has not increased since FY 2017.  The increased borrower demand for direct farm 
ownership loans due to the higher loan limits also raises the administrative expenses of FSA 
due to the greater legal complexity of entities purchasing the real estate and number of 
owners in those entities. 
 
Status: Fully funded. 

 
Rural Development 
 
• S&E funding: Increase of $23.7 million over FY 2020 enacted levels to support $13 million 

in Salaries and Benefits funding to support 4600 staff years, and an additional $48.5 million 
in IT spending (offset by $37.9 million in contract reductions). 
 
Status: Fully funded. 
 

• Higher Blends Infrastructure Incentive Program (HBIIP): $100 million for grants to 
promote domestic ethanol and biodiesel infrastructure and consumption. 

 
Status: Not funded.  

 
• Re-Connect Funding: The President’s Budget requests $250 million for the Re-Connect 

program. 
 
Status: Fully funded. Committee provided $635 million for Re-Connect. (increase of $55 
million over FY20) 

 

FSIS 
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• Consumer Safety Inspectors: Increase of $5.7 million for grade conversion following a 
classification review of in plant personnel. 
 
Status: Partially funded. Agreement includes $4.5 million for conversion.  

 
• IT funding: Increase of $4.7 million to modernize and stabilize the aging infrastructure and 

increase connectivity. 
 
Status: Partially funded. Agreement includes $3.2 million for FSIS IT improvements. 
 

MRP 

• APHIS Biotechnology Services: Increase of $8.5 million to implement executive order 
13874.  

Status: Not funded. 

 
• APHIS Veterinary Biologics: Increase of $3 million to decrease license review times. 

 
Status: Fully funded. 
 

REE 
 

• NBAF: Increase of $10 million for research and operations and maintenance of the National 
Bio and Agro-Defense Facility. 
 
Status: Fully funded.  
  

• NASS: Increase of $10 million for a pilot study utilizing data which will lead to more precise 
and timelier early-season predictions of harvested acres and production. 
 
Status: Not funded. The report language stated the Committee supports the goals of the 
study, but the budget justification did not provide sufficient information to support the 
increase. The report requests a briefing with the Committee on how the goals of the pilot 
study could be achieved through coordination with other USDA agencies.  

 
• OCS: For the Agriculture Advanced Research and Development Authority (AGARDA) pilot 

authorized in the 2018 Farm Bill, request $10 million to develop technologies, research tools, 
and products through advanced research on long-term and high-risk challenges for food and 
agriculture. 
 
Status: Not funded. Agreement directs completion of the Farm Bill-required strategic plan to 
demonstrate USDA’s vision for AGARDA. 

2021-OSEC-02405-F
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• ARS: Increase of $20 million for precision agriculture. 

 
Status: Fully funded. 

 
 
Department Administration/Staff Offices 

 
• Office of the Chief Scientist: Increase of $6 million for the Office of the Chief Scientist.  

 
Status: Not funded. The report states that the Committee did not support the requested 
appropriation for the Office of the Chief Scientist as it has been historically funded through 
inter-agency agreements with the agencies in the mission area. 
 
1. OCIO: Increase of $31.5 million for IT network modernization to improve the 

operational efficiency of the Department’s IT systems including the reduction of data 
centers and duplicative networks. 

 
Status: Not funded.  
 
2. Budget Planning and Execution System: Increase of $12.5 million to support a Budget 

Planning and Execution System, of which $8.5 million is for the system and $4 million to 
support enhancements to USDA’s Financial Management Modernization Initiative. 

 
Status: Not funded. 
 
3. Human Resources: Increase of $1.6 million in the Office of Human Resource 

Management for an Enterprise Staff Acquisition Team and Human Resources Self-
Service Dashboard to address hiring challenges.  

 
Status: Partially funded. The bill provides a $1 million increase for this purpose.  
 
4. Records Management: Increase of $2 million in the Office of the Executive Secretariat 

to meet the National Archives and Records Administration requirements to submit 
records solely in electronic format by December 31, 2022.  

 
Status: Not funded. 

 
5. Contracting and Acquisitions: Increase of $2 million in the Office of Contracting and 

Procurement and the Office of Property and Fleet Management to support improved 
oversight of Departmental contracting and acquisition activities.  
 

Status: Not funded.  

2021-OSEC-02405-F
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6. Office of Information Affairs:  Increase of $2.5 million to provide oversight over 

USDA’s Freedom of Information Act program. 
 

Status: Not funded.  
 

7. One Neighborhood: Increase of $32 million to support consolidation and realignment of 
USDA’s leased, occupied and owned space in the National Capital Region (NCR).  In 
addition, $12.5 million is requested for a fire suppression and security enhancements in 
the South Building. 
 

Status: Partially funded. Continued FY20 funding level ($66 million). The report states the 
Committee strongly supports One Neighborhood, but the budget justification did not provide 
sufficient justification to support the increase.     

 
 
FY21 Regular Appropriations Policy Priorities: 
 
FPAC 
 
FPAC Leasing Authority: GSA leasing requirements are structured for metropolitan areas.  
They are not a good fit in rural communities and are leading to increased costs for FPAC 
agencies primarily when the standard space per employee increases annual costs. Language 
should be pursued to exempt all FPAC offices in rural communities from GSA requirements that 
lead to increased costs. 
 
 Status: Not included  
 
CCC Spending Cap: In the FY 2021 President’s Budget request, USDA included 
appropriations language that allows for off-cycle reimbursement of Net Realized Losses based 
on the June CCC’s financial report, avoiding the need for an anomaly to this effect in a 
Continuing Resolution. 
 
 Status: Not included 
 
Office closures:  Request deletion of 2020 Farm Service Agency appropriations language related 
to office closures as the restrictions limit FSA’s ability to respond to changing customer needs 
and program delivery methods. FSA has developed the Optimally Productive Office tool to 
analyze workload in county offices and realign resources to better meet customer demand. 
 
 Status: Not included 
 
FSA IT Notification:  Request deletion of 2020 FSA appropriations language regarding an IT 
report as the requirement imposes a constraint on timely acquisition of IT abilities. 
 
 Status: Not included 
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FSIS 
 
2021 Overtime Holiday Status Proposed Language: Legislative language proposed to require 
establishments to pay fees to cover the costs of Overtime/Holiday services whenever the 
establishment is outside of its approved operating schedule. 
 
 Status: Not included 
 
Department Administration 
 
Transfer of Funds to the Working Capital Fund: The budget requests that unobligated 
balances transferred to the Working Capital Fund (WCF) be used for cloud adoption and 
migration, in addition to the uses already outlined in the GP. Currently, projects must be split to 
only fund non cloud items with funds provided through the WCF. 
 
 Status: Not included 

 
Federal Advisory Committee Act:  The budget requests flexibility in recovering expenses for 
all Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) committees of the Department are allowed to 
spend.  Current law does not clarify that it is for FACA activities specifically.  This language 
would address the initial intent of the language. 
 
 Status: Not included 
 
REE 
 
NIFA: Consolidate NIFA’s Research and Education, Extension, and Integrated activities 
accounts into one account. This structure would mirror the organization as a National Institute 
with a unified mission and offer opportunities to streamline administration of funds. 
 

Status: Not included 
 
FY21 Regular Appropriations – Additional Bill Provisions: 
 

• FNS SNAP Reforms: USDA requested the agreement exclude House-passed bill 
provisions prohibiting implementation of FNS’s proposed SUA rule and final ABAWDS 
rule.   
 
Status: USDA position supported by the agreement.  

 
• USDA Relocations and Reorganizations: Permanently prohibits moving any staff 

office or agency from the mission in area in which it was located on August 1, 2018, 
unless specifically authorized by Congress in law. (The language would not impact 
moves that occurred between August 1, 2018, and the date of enactment of the FY21 
appropriations bill.) 
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• Rainy River Watershed Withdrawal Documents: USDA requested the agreement 

exclude a House-passed requirement for USDA to publish unredacted documents related 
to the Rainy River Watershed Withdrawal, including the incomplete environmental 
assessment from September 2018.  
 

Status: USDA position supported by the agreement.   
 

• FSIS Line Speed Waivers: USDA requested the agreement exclude a House-passed 
requirement for FSIS to revoke any line speed waivers issued to meat or poultry 
processors during the COVID-19 emergency period. It also prohibits the Secretary from 
issuing such waivers during the emergency period, unless CDC inspects the processing 
facility and certifies to USDA that any increase in line speed would not have an adverse 
impact on worker safety. 
 
Status: USDA position supported by the agreement; however, the Conference report 
language directs FSIS to review the impact of waivers on employees’ health and safety 
within 90 days of enactment and consult OSHA on future line speed increases.  
 

• DPA EO Implementation: USDA requested the agreement exclude House-passed 
provisions prohibiting USDA funds to implement Executive Order 13917, which 
authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to use the authorities contained in the Defense 
Production Act to keep meat and poultry processing facilities operational during the 
COVID-19 emergency. 
 
Status: USDA position supported by the agreement.   
 

• AMS/APHIS/FSIS User Fees: The President’s FY21 budget request included a proposal 
for USDA to implement new user fees under a general, government-wide authority 
enacted in 1952. Stakeholders expressed concern that Congress had not specifically 
authorized these increases and, in fact, Congress had rejected prior year budget proposals 
for legislation to increase user fees. USDA also shared concerns regarding the proposals 
with OMB. USDA provided technical assistance on a provision prohibiting use of funds 
in FY21 for rulemaking on new user fees under the 1952 authority. 

 
Status: USDA position supported by the agreement.  
 

• Mandatory Livestock Reporting Act Extension: The Act The Act mandates price 
reporting for cattle, boxed beef, and swine and allows USDA to establish mandatory 
price reporting for lamb purchases. USDA requested an extension through September 30, 
2021 to provide Congress time to develop a long-term reauthorization.  

Status: USDA position supported by the agreement.  
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FY 21 Requested Anomalies 
 

• APHIS AQI: USDA requested a $635 million appropriation to supplement COVID 
related reduction in AQI user fee collection.  

 
Status: Fully funded.  

 
• ARS NBAF Floor-Mounted Equipment: USDA requested $19 million for NBAF floor 

mounted equipment, costs for which shifted to USDA following DHS construction 
delays.  

 
Status: Not funded.  

 
• RD RHS Med West Loan: $21 million for Community Facilities loan costs for Med 

West Hospital in Alabama. 
 

Status: Fully funded.  
 

• NRCS/FSA Attribution Technical Fix: The statutory language for the attribution 
requirements under Section 1001(e) of the Food Security Act of 1985 contains incorrect 
cross-references to provisions in Section 1001D, causing confusion about the 
applicability of the attribution requirements to NRCS conservation programs.  

 
Status: Not included. Statutory changes outside of the Farm Bill reauthorization require 
8-corner sign-off. This provision was opposed by Sen. Stabenow.  

 
• FPAC WHIP+ Shortfall: Rescission/appropriation of unobligated CFAP funds to meet 

WHIP+ demand and statutory language providing flexibility to repurpose unused disaster 
block grant funds.  

 
Status: Included. The agreement provides immediate access to $1 billion from the 
CARES Act for WHIP+, and then any additional block grant funds as those agreements 
are signed or completed (est. total ~$500 million). 
 
 

COVID-19 Relief Package Summary 

Non-USDA Highlights within the $908 billion agreement 

• $325 billion for SBA small business relief, including: 
o $284 billion for Paycheck Protection Program second draw loans  

 Programmatic changes include income tax deductibility for loan 
forgiveness and ability for seasonal employers to calculate their loan 
amount based on the any 12-week period between Feb. 2019 and Feb. 
2020.  

o $15 billion for grants to shuttered live venues, theaters, museums, and zoos 
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o $20 billion for the EIDL Advance program (EIDL borrowers receive $1,000 per 
employee/$10,000 maximum forgivable cash advance).  

 
• $160 billion in additional aid for state and local governments. 

 
• $300 million for NOAA fisheries disaster assistance  

o Aid distributed through coastal states and Great Lakes states with federal or tribal 
fisheries.   

 
• Direct payments to taxpayers 

o Individuals earning up to $75,000 per year will receive $600, couples receive 
$1,200, and families with children will receive $600 per child.   

 
• Enhanced Unemployment Insurance equal to $300 per week for unemployed Americans 

 
• $82 billion to support COVID-19 mitigation upgrades at schools and colleges 

 
• $10 billion for child care assistance 

 
• Federal eviction moratorium extended through January 31, 2021.  

 
• $3.2 billion for an FCC Emergency Broadband Benefit that will provide $50 per month 

for broadband for low income families. 
 

• $4.7 billion for FCC broadband initiatives, including $300 million for rural broadband 
deployment.  
 

USDA COVID-19 Relief Package Provisions 

 

Food/Agriculture Assistance (est. total funding: $13 billion): 

• OSEC Producer Assistance: Provides $11.2 billion for producer assistance ($9.7B for 
direct assistance and $1.5B for food purchases via the Farmers to Families Food Box 
Program). The Secretary is required to: provide $20 per planted acre for non-specialty 
crops; include insurance indemnities and disaster payments in 2019 sales for the purposes 
of CFAP 2 payments; pay 80% of the value of livestock that were depopulated including 
the cost of depopulation; provide a supplemental payment to livestock producers as 
partial compensation for disparities between CFAP 1 and CFAP 2; cover up to 80% of 
the revenue losses of contract growers lost due to termination of contracts; improve 
animal disease prevention and response capacity, support domestic users of cotton (textile 
mills); purchase food and agricultural products for distribution by nonprofit 
organizations; provide grants and loans to food processors and distributers for the 
procurement of personal protective equipment (PPE); and conduct a study of the efficacy 
of such purchase and distribution efforts. Authorizes the Secretary to: support processors 
for losses of crops; extend the term of marketing assistance loans to 12 months; assist 
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timber hauling and harvesting businesses; account for organic and added value price 
differentiation in calculating assistance; support producers of biofuels; make recourse 
loans available for dairy product processors; and provide supplemental assistance for 
producers whose calculated payments under CFAP 1 and 2 was reduced by payment 
limitations. 
 

• Specialty Crop Block Grants: Provides $100 million to supplement the Specialty Crop 
Block Grants Program. 

• Local Agriculture Market Program: Provides $100 million to supplement the Local 
Agriculture Market Program. Allows the Secretary to decrease required matching funds 
to 10% for awards funded by this supplemental. 

 
• Farming Opportunities Training and Outreach Program: Provides $75 million to 

supplement the Farming Opportunities Training and Outreach Program. Allows the 
Secretary to decrease required matching funds to 10% for awards funded by the 
supplemental. 

 
• Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive Program: Provides $75 million to supplement 

the Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive Program. Allows the Secretary to decrease 
required matching funds to 10% for awards funded by this supplemental. 

 
• ARS Nutrition Research: Provides $20 million for fiscal year 2021 and each fiscal year 

thereafter for the Agricultural Research Service to address gaps in nutrition research. 
 

• Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage Payments: Provides for supplemental coverage 
for dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of annual production who are 
producing more milk than what is covered under the Dairy Margin Coverage program 
authorized in the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018. Such assistance is equal to 75% 
of the payment per hundredweight made under the existing safety net on any additional 
covered production. 

 
• Dairy Donation Program: Establishes a dairy product donation program and 

appropriates $400 million to provide reimbursements to eligible dairy operations who 
establish a partnership with and donate milk to public or private nonprofit institutions for 
distribution. Such reimbursement shall be representative of the value of the milk required 
to make the donated dairy product or the value of the fluid milk donated. 

 
• Establishment of Trust for Benefit of Unpaid Cash Sellers of Livestock: Establishes 

livestock statutory dealer trust protections for owners of unpaid livestock in the event of a 
dealer default. Rep. Marshall (R-KS) carried this legislation with broad support from 
industry.  

 
• Grants for Improvements to Meat and Poultry Facilities to Allow for Interstate 

Shipment: Establishes a program to make facility upgrade and planning grants to meat 
and poultry processors to help them move to federal inspection or state inspection 
programs allowing products to sell across state lines and provides $60 million in funding. 
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• Meat and Poultry Processing Study and Report: Provides $2 million for the 

completion of a study on the availability of financing for new and existing meat and 
poultry processing. 
 

• Support for Farm Stress Programs: Establishes a program to distribute block grants to 
state departments of agriculture for use to support new and existing farm stress programs 
and provides $28 million in funding. 

 

Nutrition Assistance (est. total funding: $13 billion) 

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: Increases the value of SNAP benefits by 
15% for the period of January 1, 2021 through June 30, 2021. Provides $100 million for 
State administrative expenses. Disregards Pandemic-UI benefits from SNAP eligibility 
determinations. Waives work requirements for college students beginning 20 days after 
date of enactment. Requires the Secretary, upon the conclusion of the benefit increase, to 
release a report of SNAP account balances and the rate of SNAP redemptions for each of 
the preceding six months. Shortens the duration of the quality control waivers found in 
the October 2020 Continuing Resolution. Provides such sums appropriations as 
necessary. 
 

• Additional Assistance for SNAP Online Purchasing and Technology Improvements: 
Provides $5 million to support end-to-end testing for those retailers wanting to participate 
in the online SNAP pilots, as well as technical assistance to expedite their participation. 
 

• Nutrition Assistance Programs: Provides $614 million in nutrition block grant 
assistance to Puerto Rico, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands. 
 

• Commodity Supplemental Assistance Program: Provides $13 million to the 
Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP), to remain available until September 
30, 2021. 

 

Additional Legislative Riders 

• Sen. Roberts’ National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility Act of 2020 
o The Omnibus includes a version of Sen. Roberts’ NBAF Mission Bill, which is 

substantially revised to address comments USDA provided through technical 
assistance. 
  

o In 2019, Sen. Roberts introduced legislation to affirm the mission of the National 
Bio and Agro-Defense facility (NBAF) to provide defense of U.S. food and 
agriculture. The legislation was approved by Committee on December 17, 2019, 
but never considered by the full Senate. Companion legislation was not 
introduced in the House.  
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o USDA concerns resolved in the revised text: 

 
1) Clearly establishes USDA as the lead agency for NBAF operations and 

research; however, USDA is required to coordinate with DHS and other 
appropriate Federal departments.  
 

2) Removes language providing for future transfer of NBAF jurisdiction to 
another Federal department.  
 

3) Removes language requiring a USDA-HHS Memorandum of 
Understanding related to NBAF research coordination and strikes any 
reference to a role for HHS in NBAF operations or research.  

 
• Establishment of the Smithsonian Museums of the American Latino and Woman’s 

History (Whitten/Yates Buildings) 
o The FY21 Omnibus carried the text for S. 1267, the National Museum of the 

American Latino, and H.R. 1980, the Smithsonian Women’s History Museum 
Act. 

o In addition to formally establishing these new Smithsonian Museums, the 
legislation directs the Smithsonian Board of Regents with designating physical 
locations for the museums within 2 years of enactment.   
 

o The legislation explicitly states Congress’s intent to locate the new museums 
along the National Mall, and identifies locations for study, including the Whitten 
Building and undeveloped plots adjacent to the Yates Building.  
 

o Initial versions of the legislation offered the Secretary no recourse, if USDA 
buildings or property were designated by the Board of Regents. The Secretary 
would be required to transfer “as soon as practicable after the date on which the 
designation is made” administration of the building or land to the Smithsonian 
Institution.  

 
o The current version – revised via an amendment USDA supported – now requires 

the Secretary to notify Congress that he concurs with the siting before the Board 
issues their designation 

 
o USDA amendment incorporated into the revised version: “The Board of Regents 

shall not designate a site for the Museum that is under the administrative 
jurisdiction of another Federal agency or entity unless the head of the Federal 
agency or entity submits to each of the committees a written notification stating 
that the head of the Federal agency or entity concurs with locating the Museum on 
the land or in the structure that is under the administrative jurisdiction of the 
Federal agency or entity.” 
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From: Brashears, Mindy - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: Maggie Laing - OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: FW: New Poultry Slaughter Facility
Date: Tuesday, December 22, 2020 9:31:00 AM

Can we get a meeting set up Jan 5, 6, or 7?
 

From: Gartner, Kelly <kgartner@BellAndEvans.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 21, 2020 4:39 PM
To: Mindy Brashears < >; Brashears, Mindy - OSEC, Washington, DC
<Mindy.Brashears@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: New Poultry Slaughter Facility
 
Wonderful!  Thank you for the response.   
 
Regards. 
Kelly
 

From: Mindy Brashears < > 
Sent: Sunday, December 20, 2020 9:38 AM
To: Brashears, Mindy - OSEC, Washington, DC <mindy.brashears@usda.gov>; Gartner, Kelly
<kgartner@BellAndEvans.com>
Subject: Re: New Poultry Slaughter Facility
 
Thank you for reaching out.  I have looped you into my usda email.   I’ll work with my team to reach
out to you to get something scheduled. 
 
On Sat, Dec 19, 2020 at 8:51 AM Gartner, Kelly <kgartner@bellandevans.com> wrote:

Dr. Brashears –
 
As a virtual introduction, my name is Kelly Gartner and I am the VP Food Safety & Quality for Bell

& Evans.   Bell & Evans is our dba under Farmers Pride Inc..   We are a 5th generation family owned
premium poultry company located in central Pennsylvania currently operating one slaughter
facility and one further processing facility.   Our slaughter facility transitioned to NPIS in May of
2019.   As the demand for our premium products continues to grow we have broken ground and
began construction on a new greenfield slaughter facility.  This slaughter facility, equipment and
process are designed from many European models and include best in class design for Animal
Welfare and Food Safety.   We are just one year away from the tentative go-live for this facility –
the expected start-up date is early December 2021.   You can view additional information on our
construction here:    https://www.bellandevans.com/our-story/new-construction/
 
I am requesting an opportunity to formally provide you with additional details around the facility
design, equipment design and process design as it relates to Food Safety and Animal Welfare.  
We are excited about the design elements and process capabilities this facility will be able to

deliver for us.  The design includes attributes that we know to be the 1st in the world to have.  
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The facility, equipment and process design, again based upon European equipment and process, is
capable of > 210 birds per minute.   As we develop our Food Safety and Regulatory programs over
the next year we are very interested in working with the Agency, including yourself and Paul
Kiecker, the OPPD Team as well as the Philadelphia District Office Team. 
 
I am extending an invite for either an on-site or a virtual tour of our new facility in the new year.  
Please advise on the best way to schedule with you and your team.
 
I look forward to a formal introduction and the opportunity to share our story with you. 
 
Be Safe-Be Well!
Best Regards.
Kelly
 
Kelly Gartner, VP Food Safety & Quality 
Bell & Evans | 2929 State Route 22, Fredericksburg, PA  17026

 - Office |  - Cell
kgartner@bellandevans.com
 
  Try our new GOURMET CHICKEN BURGERS!
 

   
Apple & Gouda  |  Chicken Bacon & Cheddar  |  Mushroom & Swiss
 

           
 
 

 
 
 

This email and any attachments may contain information that is proprietary, confidential and/or privileged and for the
sole use of the intended recipients(s) only. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by return email
and delete all copies of this email and any attachments. Farmers Pride, Inc. dba Bell & Evans and/or its subsidiaries shall
neither be liable for the inaccurate or incomplete transmission of the information contained in this email or any
attachments, nor for any delay in its receipt. To the extent this email is intended to create any legal obligation, the
obligation shall bind only the contracting entity.
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From: Young, Joby - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: mbrown@chickenusa.org
Subject: Call
Date: Monday, December 21, 2020 12:01:09 PM

Hi Mike-

Hope all is well. I tried to give you a call but got your voicemail. Do you have a moment for a
quick call? 202-816-9260

-Joby

Joby Young
Chief of Staff
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
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From: Hoskins, Dudley - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: Marklund, Chris - OSEC; MacGregor, Robert – OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: Fwd: 
Date: Thursday, November 19, 2020 3:27:01 PM
Attachments: image001.png

2020-11-18 USDA Reg Priorities.docx

Pre-Decisional/Deliberative

Do we want to add ?

From: Clarkson, Tyler - OGC, Washington, DC <tyler.clarkson@usda.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 11:55:56 AM
To: Liske, Kyle - OSEC, Washington, DC <Kyle.Liske@usda.gov>; Hoskins, Dudley - OSEC, Washington,
DC <dudley.hoskins@usda.gov>; Shuford, Campbell - OSEC, Washington, DC
<campbell.shuford@usda.gov>; Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov>
Cc: Young, Joby - OSEC, Washington, DC <joby.young@usda.gov>; Rollins, Blake - OSEC, Washington,
DC <blake.rollins@usda.gov>; Beal, Mary Dee - OSEC, Washington, DC <MaryDee.Beal@usda.gov>;
Ghee, Hailey - OSEC, Washington, DC <hailey.ghee@usda.gov>; Sullivan, Lauren - OSEC, Washington,
DC <lauren.sullivan@usda.gov>
Subject: 

Tyler S. Clarkson
Deputy General Counsel
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the General Counsel
Immediate Office
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Room 102W
Washington, DC 20250-1401
'  (Voice)

1-844-354-1112 (Fax)
✉ Tyler.Clarkson@ogc.usda.gov

(b)(5)-Deliberative (1 page)
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From: Young, Joby - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: Ghee, Hailey - OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: Fwd: 
Date: Thursday, November 19, 2020 2:59:41 PM
Attachments: 2020-11-18 USDA Reg Priorities.docx

Joby Young
Chief of Staff
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture

From: Clarkson, Tyler - OGC, Washington, DC <tyler.clarkson@usda.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 11:55:56 AM
To: Liske, Kyle - OSEC, Washington, DC <Kyle.Liske@usda.gov>; Hoskins, Dudley - OSEC, Washington,
DC <dudley.hoskins@usda.gov>; Shuford, Campbell - OSEC, Washington, DC
<campbell.shuford@usda.gov>; Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov>
Cc: Young, Joby - OSEC, Washington, DC <joby.young@usda.gov>; Rollins, Blake - OSEC, Washington,
DC <blake.rollins@usda.gov>; Beal, Mary Dee - OSEC, Washington, DC <MaryDee.Beal@usda.gov>;
Ghee, Hailey - OSEC, Washington, DC <hailey.ghee@usda.gov>; Sullivan, Lauren - OSEC, Washington,
DC <lauren.sullivan@usda.gov>
Subject: 

Tyler S. Clarkson
Deputy General Counsel
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the General Counsel
Immediate Office
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Room 102W
Washington, DC 20250-1401
'  (Voice)

1-844-354-1112 (Fax)
✉ Tyler.Clarkson@ogc.usda.gov

(b)(5)-Deliberative (1 page)
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From: Brashears, Mindy - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: McKay, Buckley - FSIS; Newsome, Shawna - OSEC, Washington, DC; Kiecker, Paul - FSIS; Nintemann, Terri -

FSIS; Hunter, Karen - FSIS; Khan, Atiya - FSIS
Cc: Blake, Carol - FSIS; Lavallee, Aaron - FSIS; Smith, Roxanne - FSIS; Lastra, Julie - FSIS
Subject: Re: Bloomberg: Trump Makes Last Push to Speed Up Chicken Lines Despite Pandemic
Date: Wednesday, November 11, 2020 4:22:07 PM

Thanks for sharing.  

Get Outlook for iOS

From: McKay, Buckley - FSIS <buckley.mckay@usda.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2020 3:59:04 PM
To: Brashears, Mindy - OSEC, Washington, DC <Mindy.Brashears@usda.gov>; Newsome, Shawna -
OSEC, Washington, DC <Shawna.Newsome@usda.gov>; Kiecker, Paul - FSIS
<paul.kiecker@usda.gov>; Nintemann, Terri - FSIS <terri.nintemann@usda.gov>; Hunter, Karen -
FSIS <karen.hunter@usda.gov>; Khan, Atiya - FSIS <atiya.khan@usda.gov>
Cc: Blake, Carol - FSIS <carol.blake@usda.gov>; Lavallee, Aaron - FSIS <aaron.lavallee@usda.gov>;
Smith, Roxanne - FSIS <roxanne.smith@usda.gov>; Lastra, Julie - FSIS <Julie.Lastra@usda.gov>
Subject: Bloomberg: Trump Makes Last Push to Speed Up Chicken Lines Despite Pandemic
 
Trump Makes Last Push to Speed Up Chicken Lines Despite Pandemic
2020-11-11 20:27:51.744 GMT

By Mike Dorning and Michael Hirtzer

(Bloomberg) -- Coronavirus cases are rising, but the Trump
administration is making its last push to allow chicken
slaughterhouses to speed up production lines, potentially
threatening social distancing crucial to keeping workers safe.
Three days after President Donald Trump lost his re-
election bid, the U.S. Department of Agriculture submitted a
proposal to raise the maximum line speed by 25% to the White
House Office of Management and Budget for review. That’s
typically the last step before a proposed regulation is
published.

The move risks bringing back a wave of coronavirus
infections that shut several meat plants earlier this year just
as the winter kicks in and cases surge across the U.S. Critics
also say it’s a lame-duck payoff to poultry producers that have
been long-time supporters of Trump, who is fighting to keep
office. It’s unclear if a final rule could be issued before
President-elect Joe Biden takes over.

“They are racing through a rule that could very seriously
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endanger workers and consumers,” said Deborah Berkowitz, a
former senior Labor Department official in the Obama
administration. “This is the political payback to the poultry
industry for being very close and supporting the
administration.”

The Obama-Biden administration rejected proposals to allow
faster processing lines at chicken plants after two years of
study, said Berkowitz, who was chief of staff and a senior
policy adviser for the Occupational Safety & Health
Administration. Democratic presidential primary candidates Cory
Booker, Elizabeth Warren, Bernie Sanders and Vice President-
Elect Kamala Harris also backed legislation to prohibit USDA
from granting line-speed waivers.

A USDA spokesman said the agency has been gathering data
and assessing the ability of chicken plants to maintain process
controls for years and that this proposal was already on the
regulatory agenda this spring, before the elections. He also
highlighted that line speeds apply to the evisceration process,
which is mainly done by machines and not people.

In a notice on the OMB website, the agency said the change
would allow poultry processors “to slaughter birds more
efficiently while continuing to ensure food safety and effective
online carcass inspection.”

Meat and poultry workers have been especially hard hit by
the pandemic, with at least 19,800 infected or exposed to the
virus and at least 128 deaths, according to the United Food
and Commercial Workers International Union. Faster line speeds
could mean more workers at factories at one time and also
increase employee injuries, said Marc Perrone, president of the
union, which represents more than 250,000 meatpacking and food
processing workers.

“Slower line speeds protect workers from injuries and
ensure safe social distancing to stop the spread of virus,” he
said. “With poultry line speeds already moving at a breathtaking
pace, any effort to increase these speeds is a direct threat to
worker safety.”

The Trump administration has already used executive
authority to loosen meat processing regulations. Last year, the
USDA eliminated maximum line speeds for hog slaughterhouses. The
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department has also issued waivers to permit individual poultry
plants to operate at line speeds above the current federal
maximum of 140 chickens bird per minute.

“The modernized system has been studied, debated, and
reviewed in depth for 20+ years to assure its effectiveness in
further modernizing chicken inspection while improving food
safety and protecting workers,” said Tom Super, a spokesman for
the National Chicken Council, an industry association.
The USDA spokesman added injuries are dropping among
poultry-processing workers. The reported injury and illness rate
dropped to 3.2 per 100 full-time workers in 2019, down from 4.2
per 100 full time workers in 2016, according to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics.

There’s also a period of public comment and review that’s
typically required after the publication of a proposed rule,
which means it may not be approved before Trump steps down.
Berkowitz, who is now at the National Employment Law
Project, pointed to the political support for Trump from
industry giants, while Perrone urged Biden to reverse the
proposed Trump regulation if it is issued before the Democrat
takes office.

The USDA in April authorized a record amount of line-speed
waivers in the wake of the coronavirus outbreak that sickened
thousands of workers at poultry plants, hitting chicken
production. The waivers are being challenged in court by unions
as “arbitrary and capricious” use of regulatory authority. The
proposed rule change would eliminate the need for waivers.

To contact the reporters on this story:
Mike Dorning in Washington at mdorning@bloomberg.net;
Michael Hirtzer in Chicago at mhirtzer@bloomberg.net
To contact the editors responsible for this story:
Joe Sobczyk at jsobczyk@bloomberg.net
Isis Almeida, Joe Richter
 
To view this story in Bloomberg click here:
https://blinks.bloomberg.com/news/stories/QJMZ85T0AFBB
 
 
Buck McKay
Public Affairs Specialist
Congressional and Public Affairs
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Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Education
Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA
1400 Independence Avenue SW, 1180-South
Washington, DC  20250-3766
Phone: 202-720-0284
Cell: 
buckley.mckay@usda.gov
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Mary Dee Beal
Acting Chief of Staff to the Deputy Secretary
United States Department of Agriculture
Cell: 202.441.1826

From: Boswell, Kristi - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: Kristi Boswell
Subject: FW: Accomplishments
Date: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 12:48:00 PM
Attachments: Accomplishment Agenda MASTER 9.11.2020 .xlsx

image001.png

Kristi J. Boswell
Senior Advisor to the Secretary
United States Department of Agriculture
Office: 202.720.9990
Cell: 202.281.5695

From: Beal, Mary Dee - OSEC, Washington, DC <MaryDee.Beal@usda.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, November 5, 2020 11:10 AM
To: Shuford, Campbell - OSEC, Washington, DC <campbell.shuford@usda.gov>; Boswell, Kristi -
OSEC, Washington, DC <kristi.boswell@usda.gov>; Hoskins, Dudley - OSEC, Washington, DC
<dudley.hoskins@usda.gov>; Liske, Kyle - OSEC, Washington, DC <Kyle.Liske@usda.gov>; Gardner,
Maureen - OSEC, Washington, DC <Maureen.Gardner@usda.gov>; Bonfitto, Jordan - OSEC,
Washington, DC <jordan.bonfitto@usda.gov>; Ghee, Hailey - OSEC, Washington, DC
<hailey.ghee@usda.gov>; Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC <michawn.rich@usda.gov>; DuRant,
Ryann - OC, Washington, DC <Ryann.DuRant@usda.gov>
Cc: Rollins, Blake - OSEC, Washington, DC <blake.rollins@usda.gov>; Young, Joby - OSEC,
Washington, DC <joby.young@usda.gov>; Beal, Mary Dee - OSEC, Washington, DC
<MaryDee.Beal@usda.gov>
Subject: Accomplishments

All: Started the edits to the accomplishments doc and added a few others to the chain based on
today’s conversation.

Also attached is the final accomplishments excel sheet to assist in pulling material/language.

Let’s try to get these edits done by EOD tomorrow.

You can access/edit here.

(b)(5)-Deliberative 
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From: CLS1, SLC1 - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: Stephen Censky
Subject: FW: Accomplishments Doc
Date: Monday, November 2, 2020 3:57:00 PM
Attachments: Accomplishment Agenda MASTER 9.11.2020 .xlsx

Best regards,

Steve

Stephen L. Censky
Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture
202-720-6052
Stephen.Censky@usda.gov

From: Beal, Mary Dee - OSEC, Washington, DC <MaryDee.Beal@usda.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 9:51 AM
To: CLS1, SLC1 - OSEC, Washington, DC <SLC1@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: Accomplishments Doc

Hi Sir:

See attached. All three are included in tabs here.

From: CLS1, SLC1 - OSEC, Washington, DC <SLC1@usda.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 8:32 AM
To: Beal, Mary Dee - OSEC, Washington, DC <MaryDee.Beal@usda.gov>
Subject: Accomplishments Doc

Can you forward to me the final accomplishments document that was put together a couple of
weeks ago?

Also, the near and long term priorities doc Joby is talking about.

Best regards,

Steve

Stephen L. Censky

(b)(5)-Deliberative 
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Deputy Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture
202-720-6052
Stephen.Censky@usda.gov
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From: Adcock, Rebeckah - RD, Washington, DC
To: Barnes, Kelsey - OPPE, Washington, DC; Allard, Trent - RD,
Subject: Re: USDA communications schedule for October 26 – November 6
Date: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 7:03:25 PM

Would have thought OEA did that for us? But ...

Rebeckah Freeman Adcock
Rebeckah.Adcock@usda.gov

From: Barnes, Kelsey - OPPE, Washington, DC <kelsey.barnes@usda.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 6:33:44 PM
To: Adcock, Rebeckah - RD, Washington, DC <Rebeckah.Adcock@usda.gov>; Allard, Trent - RD,
<Trent.Allard@usda.gov>
Subject: Re: USDA communications schedule for October 26 – November 6
 
I’ll call Sally in the morning and ask what process we need to go through to get you on this.

Kelsey

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Adcock, Rebeckah - RD, Washington, DC <Rebeckah.Adcock@usda.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 6:22:47 PM
To: Barnes, Kelsey - OPPE, Washington, DC <kelsey.barnes@usda.gov>; Allard, Trent - RD,
<Trent.Allard@usda.gov>
Subject: Fwd: USDA communications schedule for October 26 – November 6
 
Given the priority of HBIIP, we need to be sure notice is given to that travel on here too.

Rebeckah Freeman Adcock
Rebeckah.Adcock@usda.gov

From: Gifford, Sally - OC, Washington, DC <sally.gifford@usda.gov>
Sent: Friday, October 23, 2020 5:14:48 PM
To: OC-CLEARANCE <OC-CLEARANCE@usda.gov>
Cc: OC-PUBLIC-AFFAIRS-DIRECTORS <OC-PUBLIC-AFFAIRS-DIRECTORS@usda.gov>
Subject: USDA communications schedule for October 26 – November 6
 
Good afternoon. Please see the USDA communications schedule for October 26 – November 6.
Thank you.
 

Week of Oct. 26 TBDs

Press releases:
·       [October TBD] New Rule Makes Enhancements to Environmental Quality Incentives

Program (NRCS)
·       
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[October TBD] Request for Nominations for USDA Secretary’s Advisory Team on Office
of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production (NRCS)
 

Blog:
·       Learning More About Bats this Halloween (FS)
·       Science is Saving the Mangrove Forests (FS)

 
Report:

·       Renewable Electricity Technologies to Increase the Resilience of the Food Supply
System in Puerto Rico (OCE)

·       Ethanol Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Options (OCE)
·       Renewable Energy Trends, Options, and Potentials for Agriculture, Forestry, and Rural

America (OCE)
 

Federal Register:
·       [TBD] Federal Register: Proposed Rule: Maximum Line Speed Rates for Young Chicken

Establishments Operating Under the New Poultry Inspection System (FSIS)
 

 

   

Monday,
October 26     
 
 
 

Travel/Appearances:
·       [Week of October 26]: Under Secretary Bill Northey will travel to

Pennsylvania to discuss CFAP2.
·       Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Ted

McKinney will participate in a roundtable discussion on trade with
Congressman Jeff Van Drew and the New Jersey Farm Bureau in
Hammonton, N.J. (open press) (FAS)

·       Foreign Agricultural Service Administrator Ken Isley will provide
remarks during the virtual Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation’s High
Level Policy Dialogue on Food Security. (closed press) (FAS)

·       October 26-29, 2020, Under Secretary Mindy Brashears and FSIS
Administrator Paul Kiecker will visit processing plants in Michigan to
thank FSIS employees for their work through the COVID-19
pandemic. (closed press) (FSIS)

·       Deputy Under Secretary Lipps Travels to Illinois to visit school meal
and SNAP E&T sites with Rep. Rodney Davis (FNS)

 
Press Releases:

·        Deadline Nearing to Submit Nominations for the Task Force on
Agricultural Air Quality Research (NRCS)

·       USDA Announces Early Release of Select Commodity Tables for
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USDA’s Agricultural Projections to 2030 (OCE)
 
Federal Register:

·       FAS will announce the adjustment of appendices under the Dairy
Tariff-Rate Quota Import Licensing Regulation.  (FAS)

 
Reports:

·       Crop Progress (NASS)
 

Tuesday,  
October 27  

Travel/Appearances:
·       Under Secretary for Food Safety Mindy Brashears will provide an

update on COVID-19 and the Executive Order at the National
Chicken Council Board of Directors Meeting via webinar.  (closed
press) (FSIS)

·       Under Secretary for Food Safety Mindy Brashears will provide a
USDA regulatory update as well as an update on food safety at the
International Association of Food Protection Conference via
webinar.  (open press) (FSIS)

·       Under Secretary Mindy Brashears will speak about science,
technology, and policy efforts at USDA to the MIT Science Policy
Initiative Student Group via webinar. (closed press) (FSIS)

·       [October 27 - October 30] Director of the Office of Partnerships and
Public Engagement Mike Beatty will make site visits to 1890
institutions and 2501 grantees in Arkansas and Oklahoma (open
press) (OPPE)

·       [October 27 - October 29]: Under Secretary Bill Northey will travel to
Pennsylvania to discuss CFAP2.   

·       Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Ted
McKinney will provide opening remarks and participate in a panel
discussion with European Commission officials during the
Transatlantic Sustainability Dialogue, a virtual event organized by the
Foreign Agricultural Service’s Office of Agricultural Affairs in Brussels
and Farm Europe as a platform to discuss varying views on the EU
Farm to Fork Strategy. (open press) (FAS)

·       Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Ted
McKinney will join the New York Farm Bureau for a virtual meeting
to discuss the latest trade updates. (closed press) (FAS)

·       DUS Hutchins to give pre-recorded remarks for the Office of the
Chief Scientists seminar, "Measuring Scientific Impact Through
Data." (public event) (REE)

·       DUS Hutchins will provide virtual live remarks at the Farm Europe

2021-OSEC-02405-F

Page 34 USDA-21-0255-A-000034
AVH HICAN 
PVERSIGHT 



Transatlantic Sustainability Dialogue event. (open press) (REE)
·       DUS Hutchins, ARS Administrator Chavonda Jacobs Young, and Acting

NIFA Director Parag Chitnis will participate on CAST's virtual live
"USDA Science Panel – Updates on Priority Research Projects/Future
Issues of Focus." (REE)

 
Blogs:

·       How NIFA-Funded Research Helps Consumers (NIFA)
 

Stakeholder Notifications:
 

·       Award Notification: FY 2020 Renewable Resources Extension Act -
National Focus Fund Projects (NIFA)
 

Reports:
·       Weekly Weather Crop Bulletin (OCE)
·       Peanut Stocks and Processing (monthly) (NASS)

Wednesday, 
October 28    
 

Travel/Appearances:
·       Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Ted

McKinney will speak with growers and industry leaders about
agricultural sustainability and the EU’s Green New Deal during
Bayer's virtual Crop Science Division’s Grower Advisory Council
Meeting. (closed press) (FAS)

·       DUS Brand to travel to Ohio to make a HBIIP announcement (RD)
·       Office of Tribal Relations Director Diane Cullo joins the Food and

Nutrition Service to co-host a tribal consultation on the Food
Distribution Program on Indian Reservations. (closed press) (OTR)

·       DUS Hutchins will participate and give remarks to the ESA Science
Policy Fellows. (virtual) (REE)

·       DUS Hutchins to give welcoming remarks for the Association of
Public and Land-grant Universities Knapp Memorial Lecture. (REE)
 

Press Releases:
·       Proposed Rule: Excess and Unauthorized Grazing Use (FS)
·       Final Rule, Alaska Roadless Rule (FS)

 
Federal Register:

·       Final Rule, Alaska Roadless Rule (FS)
 
Blogs:

·       Food Waste Liaison blog highlighting USDA scientific advances in
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mitigating food waste (OCE)
·       Organics (NASS)

 
Stakeholder Notifications:

·       Final Rule, Alaska Roadless Rule (FS)
 

Reports:
·       2020 Older Americans Key Indicators of Well-Being (FNS)
·       Broiler Hatchery (weekly) (NASS)
·       Egg Products (monthly) (NASS)

 

Thursday,   
October 29  

Travel/Appearances:
·       Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Ted

McKinney will provide remarks and answer questions about trade
during a webinar hosted by the Minnesota Farm Bureau. (closed
press) (FAS)

·       Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Ted
McKinney will provide opening remarks and answer questions during
a webinar sponsored by the National Pork Board and hosted by Agri-
Pulse. (open press) (FAS)

·       Office of Tribal Relations Director Diane Cullo participates in a Joint
Tribal Consultation on the Line 5 Pipeline & Tunnel Project at the Bay
Mills Indian Community, Michigan. Participating agencies include
USDA, BIA, USACE, and EPA. (OTR)

·       DUS Brand to travel to Oklahoma to make a ReConnect investment
announcement (RD)

·       NIFA Acting Director Parag Chitnis will virtually attend and give
remarks at the Foundation for Food and Agricultural Board Meeting.
(NIFA)

·       DUS Hutchins to REE virtual awards ceremony. (closed event) (REE)
 
Press Releases:

·       FY2020 Summer EBT Project Grants announcement (FNS)
  

Blogs:
·       A young Texas rancher, a farm loan, and a future in agriculture

(OPPE) 
 

Stakeholder Notifications:
·       Office of Tribal Relations newsletter
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Reports:
·       Weekly Export Sales (FAS)
 

Friday, 
October 30  
 

Travel/Appearances:
·       DUS Brand to travel to Utah to make a ReConnect investment

announcement (RD)
·       DUS Hutchins to give pre-recorded remarks to celebrate the

reopening of the renovated Kentucky State University Atwood
Research Facility (REE) (public event)
 

Press Releases:
·       Trump Administration Invests $10.6 Million in High-Speed Broadband

in Rural Utah, Nevada, Idaho and Wyoming (RD)
  

Federal Register:
·       FAS will announce that, for the 2021 quota year, the United Kingdom

may designate importers to receive import licenses for specified
quantities under certain dairy tariff-rate quotas allocated to the EU-
27. (FAS)

  
Stakeholder Notifications:

·       Office of Partnerships and Public Engagement monthly newsletter
(OPPE)

 
Reports:

·       Agricultural Prices (monthly) (3 p.m.) (NASS)
·       Peanut Prices (weekly) (NASS)

  

Week of Nov. 2 TBDs

Press releases:
·       USDA Announces Recipients of Conservation Collaboration Grants (NRCS) (Timing: TBD)

 
Stakeholder notifications:

[TBD] USDA Announces 2020 Annual Industry Day Meetings for USDA Commodity
Contractors and Suppliers
[TBD] USDA Amends Code of Federal Regulations Quality Systems Verification
Programs Security Program (MGFSP)
[TBD] USDA Proposes to Terminate 10 U.S. Consumer Standards
[TBD] USDA Announces Dates for the South Florida Avocado Continuance Referendum
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Report:
[TBD] Federal Grain Inspection Service 2019 Annual Report pending submission to
Congress before public posting
[TBD] Packers and Stockyards Annual Assessment of Cattle and Hog Industries to
Congress
[TBD] Packers and Stockyards 2019 Annual Report pending submission to Congress
before public posting
[TBD] Science & Technology Pesticide Data Program Annual 2019 Summary
 

 

   

Monday,   
November 2 
 
 

Travel/Appearances:
·       Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Ted

McKinney will provide prerecorded remarks to welcome U.S.
exhibitors and foreign buyers to the virtual America’s Food and
Beverage Show and Conference. (open press) (FAS)

·       Deputy Under Secretary Lipps visits NC to visit a new SNAP online
purchasing grocer and VA for a ReConnect grant announcement
(FNS)

·       DUS Hutchins to give remarks at the OneUSDA Intern virtual event.
(closed event) (REE)
 

Press Releases:
·       USDA Announces Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for

November 2020 (FSA)
·       SNAP Online Purchasing Pilot and WIC Online Ordering Grant Award

announcements (FNS)
·       USDA Announces OneUSDA Internship Program for Summer 2021

(OPPE)
 
Reports:

·       Cotton System (monthly)  (NASS)
·       Fats & Oils (monthly) (NASS)
·       Flour Milling (quarterly) (NASS)
·       Grain Crushings (monthly) (NASS)
·       Crop Progress (weekly during growing season – April - November)

(NASS)
 

Tuesday,  
November 3 

Travel/Appearances:
·       FSIS Administrator Paul Kiecker will speak about modernization of
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Sally Gifford
Communications Coordinator
Office of Communications
United States Department of Agriculture
Office: 202-690-0548 | sally.gifford@usda.gov 

  food safety regulations at FSIS - driven by data and science at the
China International Food Safety and Quality Conference via webinar.
(closed press) (FSIS)
 

Reports:
·       Weekly Weather Crop Bulletin (OCE)

 

Wednesday,
November 4   
 

Travel/Appearances:
·       ARS Administrator Chavonda Jacobs-Young will attend and provided

remarks at the virtual National Academy of Public Administration
Annual Meeting. (ARS)

·       [November 4-5, 2020] FSIS Administrator Paul Kiecker will speak
about modernization of food safety regulations at FSIS - driven by
data and science at the China International Food Safety and Quality
Conference via webinar. (closed press) (FSIS)

·       DUS Hutchins to give welcoming remarks for the Association of Public
and Land-grant Universities Teaching Awards ceremony. (REE)
   

Reports:
·       Broiler Hatchery (weekly) (NASS)

 

Thursday,   
November 5 

Reports:
·       Weekly Export Sales (FAS)
·       Dairy Products (monthly) (NASS)

Friday, 
November 6  
 

Reports:
·       Peanut Prices (weekly) (NASS)
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From: Brashears, Mindy - OSEC, Washington, DC
To: Brashears, Mindy
Subject: Fwd: Final NCC slides
Date: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 10:36:35 AM
Attachments: 10.27.20 NCC Brashears FINAL.pptx

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Newsome, Shawna - OSEC, Washington, DC <Shawna.Newsome@usda.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 10:27:15 AM
To: Brashears, Mindy - OSEC, Washington, DC <Mindy.Brashears@usda.gov>
Subject: Final NCC slides
 
 
 
Shawna Newsome
Office of Food Safety
Cell: (202) 684-5522
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The Road Ahead for Food Safety: 
2020 FSIS Update 

National Chicken Council 
Board of Directors Meeting 

October 27, 2020 

Mindy Brashears, Ph.D. 
Under Secretary for Food Safety 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
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MEMORANDUM ON IDENTIFICATION OF ESSEN-rlALCRll'ICAL 

INFRASTRUCTURE WORKF.RS DURINC C0\110-19 RESPONSE 

FROM: ChristophcrC. Kn:bs,,.. 1 ,f I 
Du,:clcir 

Cybersecurity and lnfnslru<:ture ~ccurity Agcney(CISA) 

As the Nation canes 10gedier to slow 1he spread orCOVJD-19, on Morch 16'111
, the Prcsidem is.wed 

updn1ed Corona\'irus Guidance for America. This guidance states that: 

·•ffyo,, ,,·ort in a critical it,jro11rut1ttrt fmluslf)'. os defi11td by tht Depa1·tmt111 of 
Homeland Securir)'. such as healtl,care sen·iccs and p/,armaceu1irol and food supp/11, J-Y>U 
htwe a Jpttial respomiblllt) ro m11lnrai11 )"OIU-,rormol work schedule. " 

The Cybcrsccurily and fnfrJ.Mn1t1urc Sccuri1y Ag4;ncy (CISA) executes 1hc S0tmary of Homeland 
Securi1y',;: respo11sibilitic,;: as 11~,;:is;ncd tu'ldctthc HomelaJ,d $ttllrity Act of2002 t<Jpro,idc slratcgic 
iuid.111cc. pm.note a notional unity of effort. and coon!inotc: lhe over"all fedetnl effort IO cnsurt the 
sc<:v,.i1y 1.md resilience of the Nlltion·, critieal infn1strvtl1,1A!. CISA uses tr\1$1«l p:111nen.hipS with 

bolh lhc public and privalc scct0f'1 10 deliver infrnslmcturc rc.iiliencc assistance and guidance to a 
broad range ofp;innc1'S,. 

In a4.,:urt11.mce with 1111~ 11umtla1e, anti in collabur'u1to11 "'ilh olhtt fedcml agenci~ muJ the ~,rivate 
sector. CIS/\ developed an mitial list of "Essential Cri11cal Infrastructure WOiters·· 10 help Su1c and 
k>caJ ofliculs as they work to protect their commun111cs. while cnsunng cont1.nu1ty or functions 
rritical to public healLh and saft1y, as well as economic llld nuional security. The Im can also 
inform critical infnutruc1urc community decision-making to de1crminc the s«tors. sutrsectors. 
segments. or cri1ic;i.l fune1ions that should continue nonnaJ opcr.uions. appropnatcly mocbficd lO 
account ror Ccn1ers for Oistast Control (CDC) woitforcc and cuttomer protection guidanct. 

The a11ached list identifies worl:<rs who conduct a range of opcmtions and scrviccs 1hatan: ciscn1i1I 
lo coritinucd critical i11fras-tructurc viability. inc hiding s1:.1fting oper.ationi. ct"nlcrs. nl;lintaining and 
repairing critical infrastructure, operating call ccnltrs, working construction, and performing 
n1ana,cmcnt functions.. among oc.hcrs. The industries they suppon rcpn:cscnt, but are 1lot ncc('SSMily 
limited to. mcdic;ll and healthcare. tclccommunica1ions. infonnalion ac..-chnology sys'lcms. defense. 
food and agricuhurc, 1ransponauon and logistics, energy, wmcr a.nd wastcwalcr, law cnforccmcm. 
and public worl:s. 
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1400 lndt-pe.ndence 
Avenue, SW. 
Wtuhingtoo, O.C. 
20250 

Statement to Industry 
March 16, 2020 

USDA 
=a;---

Untted States Department ot A{Yieutture 

The U.S. Department of Agrirulture is rising to meet the challenges associated 
with the new coronavirus disease, Covid-19. As leaders of USDA's Food Safety 
and Inspection Service, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and 
Agricultural Marketing Service, we can assure you that the agencies ere 
committed to ensuring the health and safety of our employees while still 
providing the timely delivery of the services to maintain the movement of 
America's food supply from farm to fork. 

These agencies are prepared to utilize their authority and all administrative 
means and flexibilities to address staffing considerations. Field personnel will be 
working closely with establishment management and state and local health 
authorities to handle situations as they arise in your community. As always, 
communication between industry and government will be key. We are all relying 
on early and frequent communication with one another to overcome chalenges 
as they arise. 

In this time of much uncertainty. we know that many of you have questions 
about how the department will continue to ensure that grading and inspection 
personnel are available. We have all seen how consumers have reacted to the 
evolving coronavirus situation and how important access to food is to a sense of 
safety and wellbeing. It is more important than e11er that we assure the American 
public that government and industry will take all steps necessary to ensure 
continued access to safe and wholesome USDA-inspected products. 

As we come together as a country to address this public health threat, know that 
USDA remains committed to working closely with industry 10 fulfill our missiOn of 
ensuring the safety of the U.S. food supply and protecting agricultural health. 

Dr. Mindy Breshears 
USDA Deputy Under Secretary for Food Safety 

Greg Ibach 
USDA Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs 
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Special Alert 
Temporary Allowances for Labels 

Going to Retail 
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