U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Homeland
Security

Privacy Olffice, Mail Stop 0655

March 17, 2023

SENT VIA EMAIL TO: FOIA@WAMERICANOVERSIGHT.ORG

Mehreen Rasheed

American Oversight

1030 15™ Street NW, Suite B255
Washington, DC 20005

RE: DHS FOIA Request 2020-HQFO-01276
FPS FOIA Case Number 2023-FPFO-00251

Dear Ms. Rasheed:

This is a final response to your June 10, 2020, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS). You are seeking:

1. Any database, spreadsheet, or other document used or potentially used, for the tracking,
monitoring, surveillance, or investigation of protesters, demonstrators, organizers,
coordinators, members of the press, or other individuals present at protests or activities
surrounding those protests (including purportedly unlawful activities) sparked by the police
killing of George Floyd on May 25, 2020, including potential or purported unlawful activity,
“ctvil unrest,” “civil disturbance,” or threats to public safety. Tracking and surveillance
includes any identification, observation, monitoring, or recording of individuals, groups, or
social media accounts, whether by physical or electronic means, including but not limited to
the use of aircraft, drones, international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) catcher devices,
facial recognition technology, or other software from May 26, 2020, to the date the search is
conducted.

2. Any guidance (including directives, memoranda, protocols, or other records reflecting
guidance) developed by or provided to your agency regarding the tracking, monitoring,
surveillance, or investigation of protesters, demonstrators, organizers, coordinators, members
of the press, or other individuals present at the nationwide protests or activities surrounding
those protests (including purportedly unlawful activities) sparked by the police killing of
George Floyd on May 25, 2020, including potential or purported unlawful activity, “civil
unrest,” “civil disturbance,” or threats to public safety. Tracking and surveillance includes any
identification, observation, monitoring, or recording of individuals, groups, or social media
accounts, whether by physical or electronic means, including but not limited to the use of
aircraft, drones, international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) catcher devices, facial
recognition technology, or other software from May 26, 2020, to the date the search is
conducted.



On March 17, 2023, DHS’s Federal Protective Service (FPS) received a referral from the DHS
Privacy Office containing 10 pages of records that originated within FPS for processing and
direct response to you. FPS has considered your request under both the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552,
and the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552a.

Following review, FPS has determined that portions of these pages are partially releasable
pursuant to Title 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(6), (b)(7)(C), and (b)(7)(E), FOIA Exemptions 6, 7C, and
7E.

Enclosed are 10 pages with certain information withheld as described below:

FOIA Exemption 6: Pursuant to DHS Instruction 262-11-004, FOIA Officers at DHS have been
instructed to withhold personally identifiable information (PII) and sensitive personally
identifiable information (SPII) of DHS personnel unless a determination is made that the
disclosure does not raise security or privacy concerns, or if those concerns are outweighed by
any public interest in that information. This policy is available online. Under this policy, the
names of senior leaders, spokespersons, and political appointees are generally releasable. With
respect to this FOIA request, DHS applied FOIA Exemption 6 to protect PII of DHS employees,
including names and contact information. To the extent that DHS has withheld employee PII
within these records, it has been determined that the employee(s) has/have substantial and
legitimate privacy interests and that these interests are not outweighed by any public interest in
the operations of the Department.

FOIA Exemption 7(C) protects records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes
that could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.
This exemption takes particular note of the strong interests of individuals, whether they are
suspects, witnesses, or investigators, in not being unwarrantably associated with alleged criminal
activity. That interest extends to persons who are not only the subjects of the investigation, but
those who may have their privacy invaded by having their identities and information about them
revealed in connection with an investigation. Based upon the traditional recognition of strong
privacy interest in law enforcement records, categorical withholding of information that
identifies third parties in law enforcement records is ordinarily appropriate. As such, [ have
determined that the privacy interest in the identities of individuals in the records you have
requested clearly outweigh any minimal public interest in disclosure of the information. Please
note that any private interest you may have in that information does not factor into this
determination.

FOIA Exemption 7(E) protects records compiled for law enforcement purposes, the release of
which would disclose techniques and/or procedures for law enforcement investigations or
prosecutions or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if
such disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law.

You have the right to appeal the above withholding determination. Should you wish to do so, you
must send your appeal and a copy of this letter, within 90 days of the date of this letter, to:
Privacy Office, Attn: FOIA Appeals, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 2707 Martin
Luther King Avenue SE, Mail Stop 0655, Washington, D.C. 20528-0655, following the



procedures outlined in the DHS FOIA regulations at 6 C.F.R. Part 5 § 5.8. Your envelope and
letter should be marked “FOIA Appeal.” Copies of the FOIA and DHS FOIA regulations are

available at www.dhs.gov/foia.

You may contact the DHS FOIA Public Liaison at 202-343-1743 or toll free 1-866-431-0486 for
any further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request. Additionally, you have a right to
seek dispute resolution services from the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS)
which mediates disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies as a non-exclusive
alternative to litigation. If you are requesting access to your own records (which is considered a
Privacy Act request), you should know that OGIS does not have the authority to handle requests
made under the Privacy Act of 1974. You may contact OGIS at the National Archives and
Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact
information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, National
Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland
20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448,;
or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

If you need to contact our office again about this matter, please refer to 2023-FPF0O-00251. This
office can be reached at FOIA@HQ.DHS.GOV or call 202-343-1743 or toll free 1-866-431-
0486.

Sincerely,
Jimmy Wolfrey

Senior Director, FOIA Operations and Management

Enclosure: Responsive Records (10 pages)



From: Tomney, Christopher

Sent: 5 jun 2020 13:52:43 +0000

To: DHS-0OPS-DEPS

Subject: IVIMEDIATE REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE DURING NATIONWIDE CIVIL UNREST
Attachments: Updated FPS Request of Support 08042020 xisx

Importance: High

OPSDEPS Members/Colleagues:

The nation has seen an Morease in protests i vecent days following the death of George Floyd,
While many of vour agencies have already provided direct support 1o Federal and State law
enfurcement orgamizations throughout the country for on-scene security, protection, and law
enforcement efforts, your colleagues at FP5 are requesting vour assistance 1£1t°s available, FPS
has been particularly impacted by these events and asked OPS to request assistan 0
certified law enforcement officers and equipment o allocated FPS operations/locations.

The attached spreadsheet identifies the assigtance needed by Region, City / Location, Mission,
Skill Set & Equipment, Number of Persomnel Requested, and Duration of support.

OPS encourages Components with capacity and capability to divectly coordmate with the FPS
Regional contacts below.  This is to ensure requirements are both met and to deconflict multiple
offers of mutual assistance.

On behalf of FPS, I thank you in advance for your immediate attention and consideration.

¥P5s Points of contaet for cach ¥PS Hevion:

Region 4 -4 (b)(6),(b)(7)(C)

Regional Director

(b)(6),(b)(7)(C)

MULTI-DHS-20-1462-A-000001

2023-FPF0-00251-000001



Regional Divector

(b)(6),(b)(7)(C)

Region 9 - (b)(6),(b)(7)C)

Regional Director

(b)(6),(b)(7)(C)

Region 10 (b)(6),(b)(7)(C)

Regional Drirector

(b)(6),(b)(7)(C)

¥ NOTE: Coordination for some of the reguested support has alveady started in Region 1

MULTI-DHS-20-1462-A-000002

2023-FPFO-00251-000002
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