5/4/2020

Mail - Dylan Winters - Outlook

From: PublicRecordsRequests <PublicRecordsRequests @leg.state.fl.us>
Date: Thursday, March 26, 2020 at 9:13 AM

To: AO Records <records@americanoversight.org>

Cc: "Betta, Katherine" <BETTA.KATHERINE @flsenate.gov>, "Perez, Michelle"
<Perez.Michelle @flsenate.gov>

Subiject: [Ext]Public Records Request #225 - RECORDS RELEASE

Dear Mr. Evers:

Pursuant to the public records request submitted on February 27, 2020, the responsive records
have been delivered in a separate communication from our dropbox service on the following:

“All e-mail communications (including complete email chains, email attachments,
calendar invitations, and calendar invitation attachments) between (a) the officials
listed below, and (b) William (Bill) Helmich (bill@helmichconsulting.com).

Officials:

. Sen. Joe Gruters

. Sen. Jeff Brandes

. Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto

. Sen. Anitere Flores

. Sen. David Simmons

. Sen. Travis Hutson

. Sen. Dennis Baxley

. Sen. Oscar Braynon

. Anyone serving as an Assistant,

Scheduler, or Chief of Staff, or similar
role to the senators listed above

Please provide all responsive records from January 1, 2019, to the date the search
is conducted.”

The Senate provides this response pursuant to Article 1, Section 24 of the Florida Constitution,
Title Ill, Section 11.0431 of the Florida Statutes and Senate Rule 1.48. Under Art. 1, s. 24(c) of
the Florida Constitution, each house of the Legislature is exclusively authorized to adopt rules
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governing the enforcement of the maintenance, control and disposition of public records with
respect to their own public records.

Sincerely,
Michelle

Michelle Perez

Public Records Manager

Office of the Senate General Counsel
302 The Capitol

404 South Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

Phone: (850) 487-5237

Fax: (850) 487-6444

Please Note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state
officials regarding state business are considered to be public records and will be made available to the
public and the media upon request. Your e-mail messages may, therefore, be subject to

public disclosure.
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From: Bill Helmich <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 17, 2019 3:28 PM EDT
To: Brill, Victoria <Brill.Victoria@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Amendment to SB 1272
Attachment(s): "Amendment.docx"

Thank you

If Bill drafting has questions or ideas to make it better [ am happy to make changes

Bill Helmich

Helmich Consulting
850-251-3126

120 South Monroe St
Tallahassee, FL 32301

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000001



Section ##. Subsections (5) through (9) of section 806.13, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as
subsections (6) through (10), respectively, and a new subsection (5) is added to that section, to
read:

806.13 Criminal mischief; penalties; penalty for minor.

(5)(a) A person may not willfully and maliciously damage or deface, injure, or remove
by any means a religious institution as defined in s. 170.201 (2), or a monument dedicated to
any veteran or veterans that is owned or erected by a governmental entity, a museum, a
historical society, civic or veterans group or a similar organization, or a remembrance dedicated
to a veteran, veterans, or religious institution as defined in s. 170.201 (2) that is located in a
cemetery or on a grave or tomb.

(b) A person who violates this subsection commits a felony of the third degree,
punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 125.083, or s. 775.084.
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From: Brill, Victoria

Sent: Friday, April 26, 2019 11:37 AM EDT

To: bill@helmichconsulting.com <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Subject: amendmentdraft73394

Attachment(s): "amendmentdraft73394.DOCX"
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Florida Senate - 2019 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1272

LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

Senator Gruters moved the following:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Between lines 13 and 14
insert:

Section 1. Present subsections (5) through (9) of section
806.13, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (6)
through (10), respectively, a new subsection (5) is added to
that section, and present subsection (8) of that section is
amended, to read:

806.13 Criminal mischief; penalties; penalty for minor.—

(5) (a) A person may not willfully and maliciously damage or

deface, injure, or remove, by any means, any religious
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Florida Senate - 2019 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1272

institution as defined in s. 170.201(2) or any monument

dedicated to any veteran or veterans which is owned or erected

by a governmental entity, a museum, a historical society, a

civic or veterans group, or a similar organization, or a

remembrance dedicated to a veteran, veterans, or a religious

institution as defined in s. 170.201(2) which is located in a

cemetery or on a grave or tomb.

(b) A person who violates this subsection commits a felony

of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s.

775.083, or s. 775.084.

(9) 48>+ A minor whose driver license or driving privilege is

revoked, suspended, or withheld under subsection (8) «#+- may
elect to reduce the period of revocation, suspension, or
withholding by performing community service at the rate of 1 day
for each hour of community service performed. In addition, if
the court determines that due to a family hardship, the minor’s
driver license or driving privilege is necessary for employment
or medical purposes of the minor or a member of the minor’s
family, the court shall order the minor to perform community
service and reduce the period of revocation, suspension, or
withholding at the rate of 1 day for each hour of community
service performed. As used in this subsection, the term

“community service” means cleaning graffiti from public

property.
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And the title 1s amended as follows:
Delete line 2

and insert:
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Bill No. CS for SB 1272

monuments; providing a criminal penalty;
1000.05,

Page 3 of 3
<AUTODATE>

An act relating to discrimination; amending s. 806.13,
F.S.; prohibiting the damaging, defacement, injury, or

removal of religious institutions and certain

SENATOR AMENDMENT

amending s.
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From: Bill Helmich <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Monday, January 27, 2020 4:02 PM EST
To: Brill, Victoria <Brill.Victoria@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Florida Native Plant License Plate
Attachment(s): "Native Plant Plate.docx"

Vickie,
Chad Corcoran is handling the plates for Sen Bean. He is really nice dude and easy to work with.

His email is Corcoran.chad@FLSenate.gov

Thank you,

Bill Helmich

Helmich Consulting
850-251-3126

120 S. Monroe St
Tallahassee, Fl 32301

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000007



A bill to be entitled
An act relating to specialty license plates; amending ss.
320.08056 and 320.08058, F.S.; requiring the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to create a Florida
Native license plate; establishing an annual use fee for
the plate; providing for the distribution of use fees
received from the sale of such plates; providing an
effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (iiii) is added to subsection (4) of
section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, to read:
320.08056 Specialty license plates. —--

(4) The following license plate annual use fees
shall be collected for the appropriate specialty license
plates:

(iiii) Florida Native license plate, $25.

Section 2. Subsection (87) 1s added to section
320.08058, Florida Statutes, to read:

320.08058 Specialty license plates. —--

(87) FLORIDA NATIVE LICENSE PLATES. --

(a) The department shall develop a Florida Native
license plate as provided in s. 320.08053(2) and (3) and
this section. The word “Florida” must appear at the top of
the plate, and the word “Native” must appear at the bottom
of the plate. The plate must contain a camouflage
background including leaves, flowers or fronds of a minimum
of 5 different Florida native plants.

(b) 1. The department shall retain all annual
use fees from the sale of the plate until all startup costs
for developing and issuing the plate have been recovered.

2. Thereafter, the annual use fees from the sale
of the plate shall be distributed to Florida Native Plant
Society, a Florida nonprofit corporation, which may use a
maximum of 10 percent of such fees for administrative
costs, and to market and promote the plate. The balance of
the fees shall be used by Florida Native Plant Society, to
fulfill the mission of the Florida Native Plant Society,
which is to restore and preserve native Florida plants on
private and public lands through grants, education and
community projects.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2020.
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From: Bill Helmich <bill@helmichconsulting.com>

Sent: Monday, April 01, 2019 2:22 PM EDT

To: Brill, Victoria <Brill.Victoria@flsenate.gov>

Subject: Florida Native Plant Society Plate Language

Attachment(s): "FL Native Plant Tag Amendment.docx”,"Florida Native License Plate.jpg"

Bill Helmich

Helmich Consulting
850-251-3126

120 South Monroe St
Tallahassee, FL 32301

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000009



Between lines 1056 and 1057, insert:

Section 12. Paragraph (iiii) is added to subsection (4) of
section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, to read:
320.08056 Specialty license plates. —-

(4) The following license plate annual use fees
shall be collected for the appropriate specialty license
plates:

(iiii) Florida Native license plate, $25.

Section 13. Subsection (87) is added to section 320.08058,
Florida Statutes, to read:

320.08058 Specialty license plates. —--

(87) FLORIDA NATIVE LICENSE PLATES. --

(a) Notwithstanding s. 45 of chapter 2008-176, Laws of
Florida, as amended by s. 45 of chapter 2014-216, Laws of
Florida, and s. 320.08053(1), the department shall develop
a Florida Native license plate as provided in s.
320.08053(2) and (3) and this section. The word “Florida”
must appear at the top of the plate, and the word “Native”
must appear at the bottom of the plate. The plate must
contain a camouflage background including leaves, flowers
or fronds of a minimum of 12 different Florida native
plants.

(b) 1. The department shall retain all annual
use fees from the sale of the plate until all startup costs
for developing and issuing the plate have been recovered.

2. Thereafter, the annual use fees from the sale
of the plate shall be distributed to Florida Native Plant
Society, a Florida nonprofit corporation, which may use a
maximum of 10 percent of such fees for administrative costs
and a maximum of 20 percent to market and promote the
plate. The balance of the fees shall be used by Florida
Native Plant Society, to fulfill the mission of the Florida
Native Plant Society, where a minimum of 25 percent is
dedicated to maintaining, improving and or restoring public
native species, hunting and fishing habitat, and 25 percent
is used to promote the cultivation of Florida’s
agricultural products through the preservation of Native
non-crop plants to provide habitat for pollinators and
natural enemies to plant pests, and to provide pollen and
nectar and undisturbed habitat for bee nesting throughout
the growing season.

And renumber subsequent sections.
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From: Nehring, Sharon on behalf of Baxley, Dennis (Web)
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2019 10:48 AM EDT

To: Dennis, Debbie <Dennis.Debbie@flsenate.gov>
Subject: FW: Education (flsenate.gov)

Debbie - would you please get in touch with Bill on this issue. Thank you - Sharon

From: Bill@helmichconsulting.com <Bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 8, 2019 3:44 PM

To: Baxley, Dennis (Web) <Baxley.Dennis.Web@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Education (flsenate.gov)

Preferred Response By: Email

Bill Helmich

VEW

Bill@helmichconsulting.com

120 S. Monore St.

Tallahassee, FL 32301

This address is in Senate District 3.
8502513126

Receive updates via email: Yes

Comment or Question:

I am working on a budget request for the VFW that would go through Education Aprops. I would like to
sit down with Sharon or the Senator next week to discuss.
Rep. Tomkow in the House is currently working with me on the language.

Thank you,

Bill Helmich
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From: Brill, Victoria
Sent: Monday, April 01, 2019 5:09 PM EDT

To: Goodman, Chesten <Goodman.Chesten@flsenate.gov>
Subject: FW: Florida Native Plant Society Plate Language

Attachment(s): "FL Native Plant Tag Amendment.docx”,"Florida Native License Plate.jpg"

Sen. Gruters’ asked that | forward this.

Vickie Brill, MBA

Senior Legislative Aide

Sen. Joe Gruters, District 23
(941) 378-6309

(850) 487-5023

From: Bill Helmich <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Monday, April 1, 2019 2:22 PM

To: Brill, Victoria <Brill.Victoria@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Florida Native Plant Society Plate Language

Bill Helmich

Helmich Consulting
850-251-3126

120 South Monroe St
Tallahassee, FL 32301

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000013



Between lines 1056 and 1057, insert:

Section 12. Paragraph (iiii) is added to subsection (4) of
section 320.08056, Florida Statutes, to read:
320.08056 Specialty license plates. —-

(4) The following license plate annual use fees
shall be collected for the appropriate specialty license
plates:

(iiii) Florida Native license plate, $25.

Section 13. Subsection (87) is added to section 320.08058,
Florida Statutes, to read:

320.08058 Specialty license plates. —--

(87) FLORIDA NATIVE LICENSE PLATES. --

(a) Notwithstanding s. 45 of chapter 2008-176, Laws of
Florida, as amended by s. 45 of chapter 2014-216, Laws of
Florida, and s. 320.08053(1), the department shall develop
a Florida Native license plate as provided in s.
320.08053(2) and (3) and this section. The word “Florida”
must appear at the top of the plate, and the word “Native”
must appear at the bottom of the plate. The plate must
contain a camouflage background including leaves, flowers
or fronds of a minimum of 12 different Florida native
plants.

(b) 1. The department shall retain all annual
use fees from the sale of the plate until all startup costs
for developing and issuing the plate have been recovered.

2. Thereafter, the annual use fees from the sale
of the plate shall be distributed to Florida Native Plant
Society, a Florida nonprofit corporation, which may use a
maximum of 10 percent of such fees for administrative costs
and a maximum of 20 percent to market and promote the
plate. The balance of the fees shall be used by Florida
Native Plant Society, to fulfill the mission of the Florida
Native Plant Society, where a minimum of 25 percent is
dedicated to maintaining, improving and or restoring public
native species, hunting and fishing habitat, and 25 percent
is used to promote the cultivation of Florida’s
agricultural products through the preservation of Native
non-crop plants to provide habitat for pollinators and
natural enemies to plant pests, and to provide pollen and
nectar and undisturbed habitat for bee nesting throughout
the growing season.

And renumber subsequent sections.
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From: Clarke, Valerie

Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2020 5:53 PM EST

To: bill@helmichconsulting.com <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Subject: FW: Other (flsenate.gov)

Hi Mr. Helmich,

Thank you for requesting a meeting with Senator Simmons. Unfortunately, he does not have any additional
availability this coming week. If you have information you would like for us to pass along to Senator
Simmons from the American Legion, feel free to drop it off at our office or email me and we will give it
to him for his review.

Thanks so much and hope you are having a great day!

Valerie L. Clarke

Legislative Assistant

Office of State Senator David Simmons

District 9 - Serving Seminole County & Parts of Volusia County
Phone: 407.262.7578

From: bill@helmichconsulting.com <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2020 10:22 AM

To: Simmons, David (Web) <SIMMONS.DAVID.WEB@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Other (flsenate.gov)

Preferred Response By: Email

Bill Helmich

Helmich Consulting
bill@helmichconsulting.com

120 S. Monroe St

Tallahassee, FL 32301

This address is in Senate District 3.
8502513126

Receive updates via email: Yes

Comment or Question:
President,

January 29 will be the Florida American Legion March on the Capitol. Members of the American Legion
would like a few moments of your time to discuss issues important to Florida’s Veterans.

The American Legion is the Nation’s Oldest, Largest and Most Active Veterans Organization.

The American Legion, Department of Florida proudly stands at over 130,000 members with more than 300
Legion Posts across the state. Members rally to support our military and their families in a variety of
ways through promoting strong national security, advocating patriotism and honor, mentoring youth, and
sponsoring wholesome programs within our communities.

We look forward to meeting with you on January 29th.

Sincerely,

Bill Helmich

Bill@HelmichConulting.com
850-251-3126

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000016



From: Grzan, Carolyn

Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2020 1:40 PM EST
To: Clarke, Valerie <Clarke.Valerie@flsenate.gov>
Subject: FW: Other (flsenate.gov)

From: bill@helmichconsulting.com <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2020 10:22 AM

To: Simmons, David (Web) <SIMMONS.DAVID.WEB@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Other (flsenate.gov)

Preferred Response By: Email

Bill Helmich

Helmich Consulting
bill@helmichconsulting.com

120 S. Monroe St

Tallahassee, FL 32301

This address is in Senate District 3.
8502513126

Receive updates via email: Yes

Comment or Question:
President,

January 29 will be the Florida American Legion March on the Capitol. Members of the American Legion
would like a few moments of your time to discuss issues important to Florida’s Veterans.

The American Legion is the Nation’s Oldest, Largest and Most Active Veterans Organization.

The American Legion, Department of Florida proudly stands at over 130,000 members with more than 300
Legion Posts across the state. Members rally to support our military and their families in a variety of
ways through promoting strong national security, advocating patriotism and honor, mentoring youth, and

sponsoring wholesome programs within our communities.
We look forward to meeting with you on January 29th.
Sincerely,

Bill Helmich

Bill@HelmichConulting.com
850-251-3126

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000017



From: Grzan, Carolyn

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2020 10:43 AM EST
To: Clarke, Valerie <Clarke.Valerie@flsenate.gov>
Subject: FW: Other (flsenate.gov)

From: bill@helmichconsulting.com <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 30, 2020 5:02 PM

To: Simmons, David (Web) <SIMMONS.DAVID.WEB@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Other (flsenate.gov)

Preferred Response By: Email

Bill Helmich

Helmich Consulting
bill@helmichconsulting.com

120. S Monore St

Tallahassee, FL 32301

This address is in Senate District 3.
8502513126

Receive updates via email: Yes

Comment or Question:
Senator,

I just saw that SB 1582 Dealing with Asbestos Claims has been added to the Judiciary agenda for next
week. I would appreciate a few minutes with you to discuss the bill on Behalf of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars and the American Legion.

Thank you,

Bill Helmich
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From: Bill@helmichconsulting.com <Bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:05 PM EST

To: Flores, Anitere (Web) <Flores.Anitere. Web@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Other (flsenate.gov)

Preferred Response By: Email

Bill Helmich
Bill@helmichconsulting.com

120 S. Monroe St

Tallahassee, FL 32301

This address is in Senate District 3.
8502513126

Receive updates via email: Yes

Comment or Question:
Would the Senator have any time to to met on Feb 4th to discuss SB 288: Monuments and Memorials?

Thank you,

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000019



From: Lorente, Tiffany on behalf of Flores, Anitere (Web)

Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 2:26 PM EST

To: Bill@helmichconsulting.com <Bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Subject: RE: Other (flsenate.gov)

Good Afternoon,

Thank you for your email. For future request, please feel free to email me directly:

Lorente.tiffany@flsenate.gov
Unfortunately, Senator Flores is booked next week. We do apologize.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Lorente

Florida State Senate District 39
Office of Senator Anitere Flores
District Executive Secretary
lorente.tiffany@flsenate.gov
(305)-222-4117

From: Bill@helmichconsulting.com <Bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 3:05 PM

To: Flores, Anitere (Web) <FLORES.ANITERE.WEB@flsenate.gov>
Subject: Other (flsenate.gov)

Preferred Response By: Email

Bill Helmich
Bill@helmichconsulting.com

120 S. Monroe St

Tallahassee, FL 32301

This address is in Senate District 3.
8502513126

Receive updates via email: Yes

Comment or Question:

Would the Senator have any time to to met on Feb 4th to discuss SB 288:

Thank you,

Monuments and Memorials?
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From: Bill Helmich <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Monday, February 03, 2020 4:55 PM EST

To: Suddes, Diane <SUDDES.DIANE@flsenate.gov>
Subject: SB 1582

Diane,
Thank you so much for your time today.
As | said the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars are both very opposed to the House Bill 741 as it is currently written.

We have no problems with the Senator’s bill as it currently is written and we ask that he not accept the stay language in the House
Bill.

Have a Great Day.
Thank you,

Bill Helmich
Helmich Consulting
850-251-3126

120 S. Monroe St
Tallahassee, Fl 32301

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000021



From: Bill Helmich <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2020 3:15 PM EST

To: Borrego, Tiffany <Borrego.Tiffany@flsenate.gov>
Subject: SB 1870

Tiffany,

It was great to talk to you today about SB 1870.

As | said we are tracking SB 1472 or similar language, which my clients oppose.
Thank you,

Bill Helmich

Helmich Consulting

850-251-3126

120 S. Monroe St
Tallahassee, Fl 32301

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000022



From: Bill Helmich <bill@helmichconsulting.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2019 12:34 PM EDT
To: Brill, Victoria <Brill.Victoria@flsenate.gov>
Subject: so about the veteran component in SB 530

Just curious where that came from

Bill Helmich

Helmich Consulting
850-251-3126

120 S. Monroe St
Tallahassee, Fl 32301

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000023



From: Bill Helmich <bill@helmichconsulting.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 18, 2019 2:12 PM EDT

To: Hodge, Chris <Chris.Hodge@myfloridahouse.gov>; Brill, Victoria <Brill.Victoria@flsenate.gov>
Subject: VFW Property Tax Issue

Attachment(s): "Florida State Statute 196.081 Disabled Vet Property Tax.docx"

Thank you

Bill Helmich

Helmich Consulting
850-251-3126

120 S. Monroe St
Tallahassee, Fl 32301

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000024



Florida State Statute 196.081 with Disabled Veterans Property Tax
Exemption
VFW Priority #1

Background: The current law was initially passed in 1933, when a home
was just over $5,000.00; and provided veterans of the Spanish American
War, and the Great War (Now WWI), with a $500.00, if they had a VA
Recognized disability of at least 10%. This was during the Great Depression,
and almost 10% of the current property value. More recently, only after a
recent adjustment, most veterans, with a 10% - 100% (not-Permanent &
Total) receive a $5,000.00 Property Tax deduction. With the average of most
homes in Florida; at about $ 200,000.00 this is about 2.5%. This does not
consider the Housing CPI, and/or is not indexed to housing costs, within the
State of Florida.

- The current State of Florida Disabled Veterans Property Tax Exemption,
Florida State Statute 196.081 was initially passed in in 1933, and was
$500.00 when an average home was about $ 5,100.00 - 5,500.00. Which
was approximately 9.75% of the average Florida home value in 1933.

- The current Disabled Veterans Property Tax Exemption, in Florida State
Statute 196.081 does not include any index to inflation of housing
property values, or property taxes, or increased cost since the law was
first enacted in 1933. We should advocate for an updated calculation or
index based upon the original intent and application of the Florida State
Statute passed into law in 1933.

- The current Disabled Veterans in Florida are not receiving the intended
support intended under the law. We therefore should advocate the
Florida Legislative to update the current Florida Statute 196.081, to
reflect that an equity should be established at least 9% of the current
market value of the property value, with a Grandfather clause to protect
any older veterans who may have property who value would not benefit
for such an adjustment.

We Recommend, that the Florida Legislature; adjust Florida Stature 196.081
for Disabled Veterans to receive 9% Disable Veterans Property Tax
Exemption; for the State of Florida, for the modification of the current Florida
State Statute 196.081 to provide for an annualized housing index for
Veterans Disabled Property Tax

Exemption, under the original Florida State Statute 196.081, at 9% total
value of Disabled Veterans Property Tax Exemption of the primary residence
for all Florida Residents. Additionally, with a Grandfather Clause to protect
any older veterans who primary residence property value would not benefit

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000025



under such a disabled veteran’s property tax adjustment, receive at least the
current $ 5,000.00 deduction.

FL-SEN-20-0337-A-000026
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