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Subject: RE: FOIA Request (USTR-20-0035)
Date: Wednesday, February 5, 2020 at 8:17:14 AM Pacific Standard Time
From: Ricker, Monique T. EOP/USTR
To: FOIA, FN-USTR-FOIA
ADachments: USTR_FY20_55_Part1_Emails_Redacted.pdf, USTR_FY20_55_Part2_Calendar_Redacted.pdf

Mr. Wood,
 
This email is the final response of the Office of the United States Trade RepresentaWve (USTR) to Freedom of
InformaWon Act (FOIA) No. FY20-55 submiYed on January 8, 2020 requesWng emails and records of meeWngs
between CJ Mahoney and the following organizaWons between March 18, 2018 and January 9, 2020, the date
the search was conducted: Dobson Family InsWtute, Home School Legal Defense AssociaWon, Heritage, Family
Research Council, Alliance Defending Freedom, First Liberty, Family Watch InternaWonal, or Patrick Henry
College. 
 
Aber a search of our files, we have located 15 pages of responsive documents which we are releasing in part. 
We redacted non-public contact informaWon because we reasonably foresee that disclosure would harm an
interest protected by FOIA ExempWon 6, which protects personal informaWon the release of which would not
shed light on the performance of the agency's statutory duWes. 
 
This consWtutes a complete response to your request.  You may contact me or my colleague Janice Kaye by
email at FOIA@ustr.eop.gov or 202-395-3419 for any further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your
request.  AddiWonally, you may contact the Office of Government InformaWon Services (OGIS) at the NaWonal
Archives and Records AdministraWon to inquire about the FOIA mediaWon services they offer.  The contact
informaWon for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government InformaWon Services, NaWonal Archives and Records
AdministraWon, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov;
telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.
 
If you are not saWsfied with the response to this request, you may also administraWvely appeal by wriWng to:
FOIA Office, GSD/RDF; ATTN: Janice Kaye, AnacosWa Naval Annex, Bldg. 410/Door 123, 250 Murray Lane, S.W.,
Washington, D.C.  20509.
 
Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically transmiYed within 90 days of the date of the response to
your request.  Both the leYer and the envelope should be clearly marked:  “Freedom of InformaWon Act
Appeal" and should include a reference to the FOIA Case File number listed above.   Heightened security in
force may delay mail delivery; therefore we suggest that you also email any such appeal to
foia@ustr.eop.gov. 
 
In the event you are dissaWsfied with the results of any such appeal, judicial review will thereaber be
available to you in the United States District Court for the judicial district in which you reside or have your
principal place of business, or in the District of Columbia, where we searched for the records you requested.
 
Thank you,
Monique
 
 
Monique T. Ricker
FOIA Program Manager/AYorney
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
WASHINGTON DC 20508

From: FOIA <foia@americanoversight.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 8, 2020 3:35 PM
To: FN-USTR-FOIA <FN-USTR-FOIA@ustr.eop.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FOIA Request (USTR-20-0035)

Dear FOIA Officer:

Please find attached and pasted below request for records under the Freedom of
Information Act.

Sincerely,

Clay M. Goode
Paralegal
American Oversight
foia@americanoversight.org 
>www.americanoversight.org< | @weareoversight

FOIA: USTR-20-0035

January 8, 2020
VIA EMAIL

USTR FOIA Office, GSD/RDF
AYn: Chief FOIA Officer Janice Kaye
Office of the U.S. Trade RepresentaWve
AnacosWa Naval Annex, Building 410/Door 123,
250 Murray Lane SW
Washington, DC 20509
FOIA@ustr.eop.gov
 
Re: Freedom of InformaKon Act Request
 
Dear FOIA Officer:
 
Pursuant to the Freedom of InformaWon Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, and the implemenWng regulaWons of your agency,
American Oversight makes the following request for records.
 
President Trump recently nominated Deputy U.S. Trade RepresentaWve C.J. Mahoney to be the State Department’s
Legal Advisor, as the State Department navigates criWcal legal issues related to the impeachment inquiry and rising

tensions with Iran.
[1][1]

 

mailto:foia@americanoversight.org
applewebdata://56533219-C031-4D0C-A7D7-70C56BA5A4E5/%3ehttp:/www.americanoversight.org/%3c
mailto:FOIA@ustr.eop.gov
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American Oversight seeks records to shed light on Ambassador Mahoney’s influences and prioriWes during his Wme at
the Office of the U.S. Trade RepresentaWve (USTR).
 
Requested Records
 
American Oversight requests that the USTR produce the following records as soon as pracWcable, and at least within
twenty business days:
 

1. All email communicaWons (including email messages, calendar invitaWons, and aYachments thereto, and
including complete email chains) between Deputy USTR C.J. Mahoney and the individuals or enWWes
specified below:

 
1. Anyone communicaWng on behalf of Dobson Family InsWtute (JDFI), including Jenna Ellis and anyone with an

email address ending in dobsonfamilyinsWtute.com
2. Anyone communicaWng on behalf of Home School Legal Defense AssociaWon (HSLDA), including Michael

Donnelly and anyone with an email address ending in hslda.org
3. Emilie Kao, including from an email address ending in heritage.org
4. Anyone communicaWng on behalf of Family Research Council (FRC), including Mary Beth Waddell and anyone

with an email address ending in frc.org
5. Anyone communicaWng on behalf of Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF), including Kellie Fiedorek and anyone

with an email address ending in adflegal.org
6. Anyone communicaWng on behalf of First Liberty, including Ken Klukowski and anyone with an email address

ending in firstliberty.org
7. Anyone communicaWng on behalf of Family Watch InternaWonal, including Sharon Slater (including at her

email address ending in gmail.com) and anyone with an email address ending in familywatch.org
8. Anyone communicaWng on behalf of Patrick Henry College, including Stephen Baskerville and anyone with an

email address ending in phc.edu
 

2. All records reflecWng the content of any meeWngs (e.g., meeWng agendas, aYendee lists, notes
from meeWngs, handwriYen or electronic summaries, and any materials exchanged during meeWngs)
between Deputy USTR C.J. Mahoney and any of the individuals or enWWes specified above.

 
Please provide all responsive records from March 18, 2018, through the date the search is conducted.

 
Fee Waiver Request
 
In accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) and your agency’s regulaWons, American Oversight requests a waiver of
fees associated with processing this request for records. The subject of this request concerns the operaWons of the
federal government, and the disclosures will likely contribute to a beYer understanding of relevant government
procedures by the general public in a significant way. Moreover, the request is primarily and fundamentally for non-
commercial purposes.
 
American Oversight requests a waiver of fees because disclosure of the requested informaWon is “in the public
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of operaWons or acWviWes of the

government.”
[2][2] In light of Ambassador Mahoney’s nominaWon to be State Legal Advisor during an especially

controversial Wme for the Department, it is important for the public to be informed of his prior record in a leadership
posiWon at USTR, including his official acWviWes and communicaWons with individuals who may be aYempWng to
influence USTR policy. The subject of this request is a maYer of public interest, and the public’s understanding of the
government’s acWviWes and use of resources would be enhanced through American Oversight’s analysis and
publicaWon of these records.
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This request is primarily and fundamentally for non-commercial purposes.
[3][3]As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, American

Oversight does not have a commercial purpose and the release of the informaWon requested is not in American
Oversight’s financial interest. American Oversight’s mission is to promote transparency in government, to educate the
public about government acWviWes, and to ensure the accountability of government officials. American Oversight
uses the informaWon gathered, and its analysis of it, to educate the public through reports, press releases, or other
media. American Oversight also makes materials it gathers available on its public website and promotes their

availability on social media playorms, such as Facebook and TwiYer.
[4][4]

 
American Oversight has also demonstrated its commitment to the public disclosure of documents and creaWon of

editorial content through numerous substanWve analyses posted to its website.
[5][5] Examples reflecWng this

commitment to the public disclosure of documents and the creaWon of editorial content include the posWng of
records related to an ethics waiver received by a senior Department of JusWce aYorney and an analysis of what those

records demonstrated regarding the Department’s process for issuing such waivers;
[6][6] posWng records received as

part of American Oversight’s “Audit the Wall” project to gather and analyze informaWon related to the
administraWon’s proposed construcWon of a barrier along the U.S.-Mexico border, and analyses of what those records

reveal;
[7][7] posWng records regarding potenWal self-dealing at the Department of Housing & Urban Development

and related analysis;
[8][8] posWng records and analysis relaWng to the federal government’s efforts to sell nuclear

technology to Saudi Arabia;
[9][9] posWng records and analysis regarding the Department of JusWce’s decision in

response to demands from Congress to direct a U.S. AYorney to undertake a wide-ranging review and make
recommendaWons regarding criminal invesWgaWons relaWng to the President’s poliWcal opponents and allegaWons of

misconduct by the Department of JusWce itself and the Federal Bureau of InvesWgaWon.
[10][10]

 
Accordingly, American Oversight qualifies for a fee waiver.
 
Guidance Regarding the Search & Processing of Requested Records
In connecWon with its request for records, American Oversight provides the following guidance regarding the scope of
the records sought and the search and processing of records:
 

Our request for records includes any aYachments to those records or other materials enclosed with those
records when they were previously transmiYed. To the extent that an email is responsive to our request, our
request includes all prior messages sent or received in that email chain, as well as any aYachments to the
email.
Please search all relevant records or systems containing records regarding agency business. Do not exclude
records regarding agency business contained in files, email accounts, or devices in the personal custody of
your officials, such as personal email accounts or text messages. Records of official business conducted using

unofficial systems or stored outside of official files are subject to the Federal Records Act and FOIA.
[11][11] It

is not adequate to rely on policies and procedures that require officials to move such informaWon to official
systems within a certain period of Wme; American Oversight has a right to records contained in those files
even if material has not yet been moved to official systems or if officials have, by intent or through negligence,

failed to meet their obligaWons.
[12][12]

Please use all tools available to your agency to conduct a complete and efficient search for potenWally
responsive records. Agencies are subject to government-wide requirements to manage agency informaWon

electronically,
[13][13] and many agencies have adopted the NaWonal Archives and Records AdministraWon

(NARA) Capstone program, or similar policies. These systems provide opWons for searching emails and other

• 

• 

• 
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electronic records in a manner that is reasonably likely to be more complete than just searching individual
custodian files. For example, a custodian may have deleted a responsive email from his or her email program,
but your agency’s archiving tools may capture that email under Capstone. At the same Wme, custodian
searches are sWll necessary; agencies may not have direct access to files stored in .PST files, outside of network
drives, in paper format, or in personal email accounts.
In the event some porWons of the requested records are properly exempt from disclosure, please disclose any
reasonably segregable non-exempt porWons of the requested records. If a request is denied in whole, please
state specifically why it is not reasonable to segregate porWons of the record for release.
Please take appropriate steps to ensure that records responsive to this request are not deleted by the agency
before the compleWon of processing for this request. If records potenWally responsive to this request are likely
to be located on systems where they are subject to potenWal deleWon, including on a scheduled basis, please
take steps to prevent that deleWon, including, as appropriate, by insWtuWng a liWgaWon hold on those records.

Conclusion
 
If you have any quesWons regarding how to construe this request for records or believe that further discussions
regarding search and processing would facilitate a more efficient producWon of records of interest to American
Oversight, please do not hesitate to contact American Oversight to discuss this request. American Oversight
welcomes an opportunity to discuss its request with you before you undertake your search or incur search or
duplicaWon costs. By working together at the outset, American Oversight and your agency can decrease the likelihood
of costly and Wme-consuming liWgaWon in the future.

Where possible, please provide responsive material in an electronic format by email. AlternaWvely, please provide
responsive material in naWve format or in PDF format on a USB drive. Please send any responsive material being sent
by mail to American Oversight, 1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255, Washington, DC 20005. If it will accelerate release
of responsive records to American Oversight, please also provide responsive material on a rolling basis.

We share a common mission to promote transparency in government. American Oversight looks forward to working
with your agency on this request. If you do not understand any part of this request, please contact Hart Wood at
foia@americanoversight.org or 202.873.1743. Also, if American Oversight’s request for expediWon is not granted or
its request for a fee waiver is not granted in full, please contact us immediately upon making such a determinaWon.
 

Sincerely,
 
 
                                            
AusWn R. Evers
ExecuWve Director
American Oversight

 

[14][1] Mike Scarcella, Trump Picks Ex-Williams & Connolly Partner for Top State Dept. Legal Post, L{|.}~� (Jan. 3,
2020, 3:26 PM), >hYps://www.law.com/naWonallawjournal/2020/01/03/trump-picks-ex-williams-connolly-partner-
for-top-state-dept-legal-post/?slreturn=20200005163657<.
[15][2] 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii).
[16][3] See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii).
[17][4] American Oversight currently has approximately 14,800 page likes on Facebook and 88,100 followers on
TwiYer. American Oversight, F{}��~~�, >hYps://www.facebook.com/weareoversight/< (last visited Jan. 4, 2020);
American Oversight (@weareoversight), T|�����, >hYps://twiYer.com/weareoversight< (last visited Jan. 4, 2020).
[18][5] News, A����}{� O��������, >hYps://www.americanoversight.org/blog<.

• 

• 
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applewebdata://56533219-C031-4D0C-A7D7-70C56BA5A4E5/%3ehttps:/www.law.com/nationallawjournal/2020/01/03/trump-picks-ex-williams-connolly-partner-for-top-state-dept-legal-post/?slreturn=20200005163657%3c
applewebdata://56533219-C031-4D0C-A7D7-70C56BA5A4E5/%3ehttps:/www.facebook.com/weareoversight/%3c
applewebdata://56533219-C031-4D0C-A7D7-70C56BA5A4E5/%3ehttps:/twitter.com/weareoversight%3c
applewebdata://56533219-C031-4D0C-A7D7-70C56BA5A4E5/%3ehttps:/www.americanoversight.org/blog%3c
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[19][6] DOJ Records RelaFng to Solicitor General Noel Francisco’s Recusal, A����}{� O��������,
>hYps://www.americanoversight.org/document/doj-civil-division-response-noel-francisco-compliance<; Francisco &
the Travel Ban: What We Learned from the DOJ Documents, A����}{� O��������,
>hYps://www.americanoversight.org/francisco-the-travel-ban-what-we-learned-from-the-doj-documents<.
[20][7] See generally Audit the Wall, A����}{� O��������, >hYps://www.americanoversight.org/invesWgaWon/audit-
the-wall<; see, e.g., Border Wall InvesFgaFon Report: No Plans, No Funding, No Timeline, No Wall, A����}{�
O��������, >hYps://www.americanoversight.org/border-wall-invesWgaWon-report-no-plans-no-funding-no-Wmeline-
no-wall<.
[21][8] Documents Reveal Ben Carson Jr.’s APempts to Use His Influence at HUD to Help His Business, A����}{�
O��������, >hYps://www.americanoversight.org/documents-reveal-ben-carson-jr-s-aYempts-to-use-his-influence-at-
hud-to-help-his-business<.
[22][9] InvesFgaFng the Trump AdministraFon’s Efforts to Sell Nuclear Technology to Saudi Arabia, A����}{�
O��������, >hYps://www.americanoversight.org/invesWgaWng-the-trump-administraWons-efforts-to-sell-nuclear-
technology-to-saudi-arabia<.     
[23][10] Sessions’ LePer Shows DOJ Acted On Trump’s Authoritarian Demand to InvesFgate Clinton, A����}{�
O��������, >hYps://www.americanoversight.org/sessions-leYer<.
[24][11] See CompeFFve Enter. Inst. v. Office of Sci. & Tech. Policy, 827 F.3d 145, 149–50 (D.C. Cir. 2016); cf. Judicial
Watch, Inc. v. Kerry, 844 F.3d 952, 955–56 (D.C. Cir. 2016).
[25][12] See CompeFFve Enter. Inst. v. Office of Sci. & Tech. Policy, No. 14-cv-765, slip op. at 8 (D.D.C. Dec. 12, 2016).
[26][13] PresidenWal Memorandum—Managing Government Records, 76 Fed. Reg. 75,423 (Nov. 28, 2011),
>hYps://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2011/11/28/presidenWal-memorandum-managing-
government-records<; Office of Mgmt. & Budget, Exec. Office of the President, Memorandum for the Heads of
ExecuWve Departments & Independent Agencies, “Managing Government Records DirecWve,” M-12-18 (Aug. 24,
2012), >hYps://www.archives.gov/files/records-mgmt/m-12-18.pdf<.
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[EXTERNAL] Thank you and follow-up call 

From 

To: 

Cc: 

Date: 

Jenna Ellis ~myfamilytalk.com> 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" <curtis.j.mahoney@ustr.eop.gov>, "Young, Stewart B. 

EOP/USTR" <stewart.b.young@ustr.eop.gov> 

Mike Donnelly <miked@hslda.org> 

Wed, 10 Oct 2018 18:42:41 -0400 

Ambassador Mahoney , 

Thank you for your time today and hearing our concerns regarding the SOGI provisions of the Trade 
Agreement with Canada. We are very grateful for your explanation , rationale , and willingness to commit to the 
SAA language and the stakeholder meeting next week to consider any additional problem-solving solutions . 

Please let me know what time tomorrow or Friday would work best for a follow-up call to confirm details for 
next week's meeting and guest list. 

I did confirm that one of the key influencers that we would like to have at the meeting will be in India on 
business until Thursday morning. If possible with your schedule and the TPA timeframe , would it be possible 
to schedule the meeting on Thursday afternoon next week? 

I'll also look forward to receiving your legal counsel's draft language for the SAA and as we discussed , this 
will be confidential at this time . Mike Donnelly and I will review and at your discretion we may then ask for 
permission to forward to the stakeholders in advance of the meeting unless you prefer to distribute then . Please 
advise . 

Thank you and it was a pleasure to meet you , and I appreciate Stewart and Amanda Robbins (in OPL) for their 
work in arranging our meeting today. 

Best , 

Jenna Ellis 

DR.JAMIES 
DOBSON 

.. FAMILY IINSTl1UTE 

JENNA ELLIS. Esq. 
F, OUCY 

r. itu 
do 'bsonf mi lyi11111 stit ut0. ,com 
Office : 719.244.9 ·300 ,1111111 
Cel !ll: -

USTR-20-0035-A-000001
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Re: [EXTERNAL] Nice meeting you and please take my cardl 

From: curtis.j.mahoney@ustr.eop.gov 

To: Mike Donnelly <miked@hslda.org> 

Date: Sat, 13 Oct 2018 10:07:00 -0400 

Thanks , Mike. Have a nice weekend. 

Sent from my iPhone 

> On Oct 13, 2018 , at 9:47 AM , Mike Donnelly <MikeD@hslda.org > wrote: 
> 
> Hi Ambasador Mahoney , 
> It was my pleasure to meet you recently! Please find my business card attached and take a moment to easily save it 
in Contacts. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can ever be of service to you. Kind Regards , 
> Michael P. Donnelly , JD, LLM 
> 
> Senior Counsel Director of Global Outreach 
> 
> HSLDA 
> 
> Home School legal Defense Association 
> 
> Phone: 
> work: 5403385600 
> mobile:­
> 
> e-mail: 
> e-mail: miked@hslda.org 
> e-mail: MikeD @hslda.org 
> 
> Address: 
> work: One fatrick Henrv Circle Purceltville. VA20132 
> home: /\r<'A-££ -v '•or'd-o:. -fs-xe »983 Prilep Pelagonia Prilep Macedonia (FYROM) 
> other: One Patrick Henrv Circle Purcellville VA20132 
> 
> 
> <Michael P. Donnelly , JD , LLM.vct> 
> 
> 
> 
> <card.jpg > 
> 
> 
> Blessings and Regards , 
> 
> Michael Donnelly 
> HSLDA Attorney 540.338.5600 
> Sent from my iDevice 

USTR-20-0035-A-000002



(b) (6)

[EXTERNAL] USMCA Report 

From: "Howell, Mike" ~@heritage.org> 

To: "Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" <curtis.j.mahoney@ustr.eop.gov> 

Date: Fri, 25 Jan 2019 16:51 :39 -0500 

Attachments: USMCA Statement TP and Summary.pdf (141.67 kB) 

Ambassador Mahoney , 

Mike from Heritage's government relations team here. Thanks for meeting with us 
earlier this month. 

We're releasing our USMCA report on Monday , probably in the afternoon. I wanted to 
make sure you guys had a heads up . I've attached a PDF which has our statement, talking 
points , and a quick summary. 

Happy to set something up to go over the report sometime next week. 

Have a good weekend , 
Mike 

Mike Howell 
Senior Advis01; Executive Branch Relations 

The Heritage Foundation 
214 Massachusetts A venue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
202-608-1545 

heritage.org 

USTR-20-0035-A-000003



STATEMENT 

Today, Heritage analysts delivered a comprehensive assessment of the United States-Mexico­
Canada Agreement in anticipation of the agreement's forthcoming implementing 
legislation. James Carafano , Vice President of the Institute for Foreign Policy and National 
Security, and Jack Spencer , Vice President of the Institute for Economic Freedom, released the 
following remarks : 

"The USMCA affirms America's commitment to the innovations and modernizations that 
make businesses competitive, create jobs and offer more consumer choice. America 
should be the leader in preserving North America's place as a top region for trade. 

"For over 25 years, NAFT A established tariff-free treatment for scores of goods and 
services and the USM CA continues many of these existing protections. The agreement 
also brings much needed modernizations for the 21st Century. 

"The benefits of free trade found in the USM CA must not be undermined in the 
implementing legislation. Of key concern are the chapters regarding labor and the 
environment. A worsening of these aspects in the USMC A would be unacceptable. As 
the legislation is being finalized by the administration, we would like to see the U.S. 
strengthen its commitment to free trade." 

Full assessment available here: [ url] 
### 
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TALKING POINTS 

Free and open trade puts American businesses, families and 
workers first. 

A North American trade agreement must instill the values of free trade that ultimately 
reduce the costs of both imports and exports. 

USM CA continues tariff-free treatment for scores of goods and services established under 
NAFTA, and makes modest gains to dairy market access. 

• NAFTA allowed American businesses to develop efficient supply chains, especially in the 
automotive industry, that make North America one of the most competitive regions for 
manufactured goods. 

• NAFTA increased access to imports from Canada and Mexico, lowering the overall costs for 
American families and businesses. 

• The U.S. economy has added more than 29 million jobs since 1994. 

USMCA brings North American trade into the 21st Century with much needed 
modernizations. 

• Agreement creates framework of minimum standards to protect and enforce intellectual property 
rights. 

• Digital trade chapter bans data localization and the forced transfer of source code. 
• Information technology improvements within customs processes to facilitate trade and reduce 

wait times. 

As the implementing legislation is being finalized by the administration, we would like to 
see the U.S. commitment to free trade strengthened. 

• Rules of origin requirements and environmental provisions add more regulatory burdens to 
businesses, and could increase the cost of doing business. 

• Trade agreements should not pursue social policy agendas. The references to sexual orientation 
and gender identity should be removed from the USMCA. 

• Shortfalls in USMCA should be addressed in forthcoming implementing legislation or through 
additional side letters, a worsening of these aspects would be unacceptable. 

2 USTR-20-0035-A-000005



SUMMARY 

In May 2017, the Trump Administration began the process ofrenegotiating the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) . NAFTA , which came into force in 1994, created one of the 
largest and most successful trade zones in the world by expanding freer trade among the United 
States, Mexico, and Canada. After more than a year of renegotiations , the leaders of the three 
countries signed the new United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) on November 30, 
2018. Much of the USM CA remains consistent with NAFTA , but substantive improvements were 
made regarding 21st-century trade issues, such as digital trade, intellectual property rights, and 
cross-border data flows. The USMCA also includes an agriculture chapter that helps to increase 
some dairy market access, as well as a side letter on energy that maintains tariff-free treatment for 
raw and refined oil and gas products. Unfortunately , the USMCA has several critical weaknesses 
that should be addressed in forthcoming implementing legislation or through additional side letters 
between the three countries. This Backgrounder provides several suggestions for improving 
policies associated with the USMCA chapters on labor, the environment , government 
procurement , rules of origin, as well as the provision of a review and term-extension process . 

In May 2017, the Trump Administration began the process of renegotiating the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The original NAFTA , which came into force in 1994, created 
one of the largest and most successful trade zones in the world by expanding freer trade among 
the agreement's three signatories. Following more than a year ofrenegotiations , the leaders of the 
United States, Mexico , and Canada gathered in Buenos Aires on November 30, 2018, to sign the 
new agreement , called the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) . 

The next step for Congress and the Trump Administration is to develop implementing 
legislation for the USMCA. This legislation has yet to be introduced. Once the Administration 
provides the draft bill containing the implementation legislation to Congress, the House and Senate 
will hold mock mark-up sessions . Heritage Foundation analysts will evaluate that aspect of the 
process at a later date. In the meantime , the U.S. International Trade Commission (ITC) is 
conducting an economic analysis of the agreement , which is due no later than March 15 this year. 

This Background er is an analysis of the USM CA as published by the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative (USTR) after the signing. Much of the USMCA remains consistent 
with NAFTA , but substantive improvements were made regarding 21st-century trade issues, 
such as digital trade, intellectual property rights, and cross-border data flows. Many of these 
provisions help to facilitate trade and prepare North America to lead in 21st-century trade. 
The USM CA also includes an agriculture chapter that helps to increase some dairy market access, 
as well as a side letter on energy that maintains tariff-free treatment for raw and refined oil and gas 
products. 

At the same time, there are several critical weaknesses in the USMCA that should be 
addressed in the forthcoming implementing legislation or through additional side letters between 
the three countries . This Background er provides several suggestions for improving key policies 
associated with the USMCA chapters on labor, the environment , government procurement , rules 
of origin, as well as the provision of a review and term-extension process. 
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

RE: USMCA 

From 

To: 
"Winfree, Paul" ~@heritage.org>, "Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR" 

<stewart.b.young@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Krissek, Patrick J. EOP/USTR" <patrick.j.krissek@ustr.eop.gov>, "Bernasconi, Aaron M. 

Cc: EOP/USTR" <aaron.m.bernasconi@ustr.eop.gov>, "Foley, Molly L. EOP/USTR" 

<molly.l.foley@ustr.eop.gov> 

Date: Mon, 28 Jan 2019 10:58:33 -0500 

We' ll call you shortly. 

From: Winfree, Paul ~@heritage.org> 
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2019 10:57 AM 
To: Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR <Stewart.B.Young@ustr.eop.gov> 
Cc: Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR <Curtis.J.Mahoney@ustr.eop.gov>; Krissek, Patrick J. EOP/USTR 
<Patrick.J.Krissek@ustr.eop.gov>; Bernasconi, Aaron M. EOP/USTR 
<Aaron.M.Bernasconi@ustr.eop.gov>; Foley, Molly L. EOP/USTR <Molly.L.Foley@ustr.eop.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: USMCA 

Sure thing. 

Can you speak in the next hour? Or between 1 and 1:30? 

Best, Paul 

Paul Winfree 
Director , Roe Institute for Economic Policy Studies and Richard F. Aster Fell ow 
Institute for Economic Freedom 
The Heritage Foundation 
214 Massachusetts A venue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
202-608-6197 
heritage.org 

From: "Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR" <Stewart.B.Young@ustr.eop.gov> 

Date: Monday, January 28, 2019 at 10:49 AM 

To: "Winfree, Paul" --@heritage.erg> 

Cc: "Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" <Curtis.J.Mahoney@ustr.eop.gov>, "Krissek, Patrick J. 

EOP/USTR" <Patrick.J.Krissek@ustr.eop.gov>, "Bernasconi, Aaron M. EOP/USTR" 

<Aaron.M.Bernasconi@ustr.eop.gov>, "Foley, Molly L. EOP/USTR" 
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(b) (6)

<Molly.L.Foley@ustr.eop.gov> 

Subject: USMCA 

Paul-

Hope you're doing well. 

Ambassador Mahoney wanted to try and touch base with you this morning re: USMCA report. 

Do you have a few minutes? I'm cc'ing the Ambassador and his team to help coordinate on time. 

Thank you , 

Stewart 

Stewart B. Young 

Deputy Assistant U.S. Trade Representative 

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs and Public Engagement 
202-395-2864 (Office) (Cell) 

Stewart .B.Young@ustr.eop.gov 
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

Meeting: Mahoney and Faith-Based Groups 

Where: 

When: 

Until: 

Organiser: 

Required 

Attendees 

Optional 

Attendee: 

W200 

Thu Oct 18 16:00:00 2018 (America/New_ York) 

Thu Oct 18 17:30:00 2018 (America/New_ York) 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" <curtis.j.mahoney@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Ackerly, Stewart H. EOP/USTR" <stewart.h.ackerly@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR" <stewart.b.young@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Robbins, Amanda H. EOP/WHO" @who.eop.gov> 

"Jackson, Christopher L. EOP/USTR" <christopher.l.jackson@ustr.eop.gov> 

1. Jenna Ellis, JDFI - dobsonfamil institute.com 

2. Michael Donnelly, JDFI - miked@hslda.org 

3. Emilie Kao, Heritage ~ 

4. Mary Beth Waddell, Family Research Council - ~ 

5. Kellie Fiedorek, Alliance Defending Freedom ~ 

6. Ken Klukowski, First Liberty - kklukowski@firstliberty.org 

7. Sharon Slater, Family Watch International - slater4families@gmail.com 

8. Stephen Baskerville, PHC - skbaskeNille@phc.edu 

USTR-20-0035-A-000009



(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

Meeting: Mahoney and Jenna Ellis 

Where: 

When: 

Until: 

Organiser: 

Required 

Attendees 

W200 

Mon Oct 22 16:00:00 2018 (America/New_ York) 

Mon Oct 22 17:00:00 2018 (America/New_ York) 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" <curtis.j.mahoney@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR" <stewart.b.young@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Jackson, Christopher L. EOP/USTR" <christopher.l.jackson@ustr.eop.gov> 
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

Meeting: Mahoney and FRC 

Where: 

When: 

Until: 

Organiser: 

Required 

Attendees 

Optional 

Attendee: 

W200 

Wed Nov 07 14:30:00 2018 (America/New_ York) 

Wed Nov 07 15:30:00 2018 (America/New_ York) 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" <curtis.j.mahoney@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR" <stewart.b.young@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Ackerly, Stewart H. EOP/USTR" <stewart.h.ackerly@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Krissek, Patrick J. EOP/USTR" <patrick.j.krissek@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Talento, Kathryn F. EOP/WHO" @who.eop.gov> 

"Pataki, Tim A. EOP/WHO" @who.eop.gov> 

FRC's David Christensen and Mary Beth Waddell will be attending. 
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

Meeting: Mahoney and ADF 

Where: 

When: 

Until: 

Organiser: 

Required 

Attendees 

W200 

Tue Oct 30 12:00:00 2018 (America/New_ York) 

Tue Oct 30 12:30:00 2018 (America/New_ York) 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" <curtis.j.mahoney@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR" <stewart.b.young@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Jackson, Christopher L. EOP/USTR" <christopher.l.jackson@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Ackerly, Stewart H. EOP/USTR" <stewart.h.ackerly@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Bishop, Cameron M. EOP/USTR" <cameron.m.bishop@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Krissek, Patrick J. EOP/USTR" <patrick.j.krissek@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Talento, Kathryn F. EOP/WHO" ~@who.eop.gov> 
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

Call Kellie, ADF 

When: 

Until: 

Organiser: 

Required 

Attendee: 

Wed Oct 31 12:15:00 2018 (America/New_ York) 

Wed Oct 31 12:45:00 2018 (America/New_ York) 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" <curtis.j.mahoney@ustr.eop.gov> 

+1 202 393 8690 (Office) 

(Mobile) 
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(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

FW: Heritage with ACM 

Where: 

When: 

Until: 

Organiser: 

Required 

Attendees 

ACM Office 

Wed Jan 09 12:30:00 2019 (America/New_ York) 

Wed Jan 09 13:30:00 2019 (America/New_ York) 

"Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR" 

"Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR" <stewart.b.young@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Mahoney, C.J. J. EOP/USTR" <curtis.j.mahoney@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Bernasconi, Aaron M. EOP/USTR" <aaron.m.bernasconi@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Krissek, Patrick J. EOP/USTR" <patrick.j.krissek@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Jackson, Christopher L. EOP/USTR" <christopher.l.jackson@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Foley, Molly L. EOP/USTR" <molly.l.foley@ustr.eop.gov> 

"Bishop, Cameron M. EOP/USTR" <cameron.m.bishop@ustr.eop.gov> 

-----Original Appointment-----

From: Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR <Stewart.B.Young@ustr.eop.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, January 9, 2019 12:08 PM 

To: Young, Stewart B. EOP/USTR; Bernasconi, Aaron M. EOP/USTR; Krissek, Patrick J. EOP/USTR; 

Jackson, Christopher L. EOP/USTR; Foley, Molly L. EOP/USTR; Bishop, Cameron M. EOP/USTR 

Subject: Heritage with ACM 

When: Wednesday, January 9, 2019 12:30 PM-1:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada). 

Where: ACM Office 

Moving to ACM's office as there are only 6 coming. 
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Tori Whiting, Trade Economist 

Angel Fimbres Barcelo, Manager, National Security+ Foreign Policy 

Mike Howell, Sr Advisor for Exec Branch Relations 

Tommy Binion, VP Congressional Relations 

James Garafano, VP for National Security and Foreign Policy 

Paul Winfree, Director of Thomas Roe Institute for Economic Policy Studies 

Jack Spencer, VP, Institute for Economic Freedom 

Walter Lohman, Director, Asian Studies Center 

Terry Miller, Director, Center for International Trade and Economics 
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