Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

May 17, 2021

Austin R. Evers
American Oversight
1030 15th Street NW
Suite B255
Washington, DC 20005

Via email: foia@americanoversight.org
Re: HQ-2020-00051-F
Dear Mr. Evers:

This is the fourteenth and final partial response to the request for information that you sent to the
Department of Energy (DOE) under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552.
You requested:

All email communications (including email messages, calendar invitations, and
attachments thereto, and including complete email chains) sent by the DOE
officials specified below containing any of the following key terms:

1.Naftogaz
ii.Favorov
iii.Fruman
iv.Parnas
v.Sargeant

vi. 45 Energy Group
vii.Baumgardner
viii.SigmaBleyzer
ix.Bleyzer
x.Bensh
xi.Pelicourt
xii.Rudy
xiii.Rudolph
xiv.Giuliani
xv.Giuiliani
xvi.Guliani
xvii.Guiliani
xviii. Toensing
xix.diGenova
xx.Kislin
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xx1.Hunter

xxii. Biden

xxiil. Parnas
xxiv. Fruman
xxv. Kolomoisky
xxvi. Klitschko
xxvil. Burisma
xxviil. Shokin
xxix. Lutsenko
xxx. Zelensky
xxx1. Zelenskyy
xxxil. Zelenskiy
xxxiii. Yermak
xxxiv. Bakanov
xxxv. Bohdan
xxxvi. Rybolovlev

Specified DOE Officials:

1. Secretary Rick Perry

ii. Deputy Secretary Dan Brouillette

iii. Former Chief of Staff Brian McCormack

iv. Anyone currently serving in the capacity of Chief of Staff

v. Under Secretary Mark Menezes

vi. Samuel Buchan, Special Adviser

vii. William Cooper, General Counsel

viii. Paul Tumminia, Senior Advisor, Office of Russian and Eurasian
Affairs

ix. Anyone serving in the capacity of White House Advisor or Liaison

Please produce all responsive records from January 1, 2019, through the date the
search is conducted.

On January 9, 2020, during a call including DOJ attorneys and American Oversight counsel, you
agreed to waive all duplicative attachments, provided we indicate where duplicative attachments
are being omitted, as well as mass mailings and newsletters. You also agreed to waive
nonresponsive attachments for now, but asked that we include a slip sheet in place of each
nonresponsive attachment.

Your request was assigned to DOE’s Office of Executive Secretariat (ES), Office of International
Affairs (IA), and Office of the General Counsel (GC) to conduct a search of their files for
responsive documents. The search started on November 21, 2019, which is the cutoff date for
responsive documents. You received a first partial response to this request on April 15, 2020
consisting of ten (10) documents. One of the documents was transferred in full to the Department
of State (DOS) for review and direct response to you. This document was released on December
1, 2020, after DOS provided release determinations on their equities.
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You received a second partial on May 18, 2020, consisting of thirty-four (34) documents.
Twenty (20) documents were sent to DOS for consultation. These documents were released on
December 1, 2020, after DOS provided release determinations on their equities. Further, one (1)
document was sent to International Trade Administration (ITA) for consultation. This document
was released on August 17, 2020, after ITA provided release determinations on their equities.

You received a third partial on June 15, 2020, consisting of twelve (12) documents. Five (5)
documents were sent to DOS for consultation. These documents were released on December 1,
2020, after DOS provided release determinations on their equities.

You also received a fourth partial on July 15, 2020, consisting of twenty-six (26) documents.
Three (3) documents were sent to DOS for consultation. These documents were released on
December 1, 2020, after DOS provided release determinations on their equities. In addition, one
(1) document was sent to the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) for consultation,
and one (1) document was sent to the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (TDA) for
consultation. These documents were released on November 16, 2020, after TDA and OPIC
provided release determinations on their equities. Two (2) documents were sent to DOE’s
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) for review and direct response to you. These
two documents were released on November 16, 2020 and December 1, 2020, after PNNL
provided release determinations on their equities.

You received a fifth partial on August 17, 2020, consisting of thirty (30) documents. Thirteen
(13) documents were sent to DOS for consultation and one (1) document was sent to U.S.
Department of the Treasury (UST) for consultation. On May 4, 2021, we advised you that in
light of the agreement between American Oversight and DOE which narrowed the set of
custodians and search terms you are requesting, DOE has determined that none of the documents
sent to DOS or UST as part of the fifth partial are responsive to your narrowed request.

You received a sixth partial on September 15, 2020, consisting of forty-five (45) documents.
Eleven (11) documents have been sent to DOS for consultation and will be released once DOS
provides release determinations on their equities. Inaddition, one (1) of these documents has
been sent to ITA for consultation and will be released once ITA provides release determinations
on their equities. Lastly, one of the documents was transferred to DOE’s National Nuclear
Security Administration (NNSA) for review and direct response to you.

You also received a seventh partial on October 15, 2020, consisting of sixty-five (65)
documents. Forty-eight (48) documents have been sent to DOS for consultation and will be
released once DOS provides release determinations on their equities. You received an eighth
partial on November 16, 2020, consisting of fifty-two (52) documents. Twenty-four (24)
documents have been sent to DOS for consultation and will be released once DOS provides
release determinations on their equities.

You also received a ninth partial on December 15, 2020, consisting of forty-four (44)

documents. Ten (10) documents have been sent to DOS for consultation and will be released
once DOS provides release determinations on their equities.
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You received a tenth partial on January 15, 2021, consisting of thirty-four (34)
documents. Seventeen (17) documents have been sent to DOS for consultation and will be
released once DOS provides release determinations on their equities.

You received an eleventh partial on February 16, 2021, consisting of thirteen (13) documents.
Six (6) documents have been sent to DOS for consultation and will be released once DOS
provides release determinations on their equities. In addition, two (2) documents have been sent
to ITA for consultation and will be released once ITA provides release determinations on their
equities.

You received a twelfth partial on March 15, 2021, consisting of nine (9) documents. Two (2)
documents have been sent to DOS for consultation and will be released once DOS provides
release determinations on their equities.

You received a thirteenth partial on April 15, 2021, consisting of eleven (11) documents.

This letter serves as the fourteenth and final response for DOE. At this time, DOE has
identified eighteen (18) documents responsive to the request for a fourteenth partial
response. DOE has determined that one (1) document has Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) equities, one (1) document has DOS equities, and three (3) documents have both
CIA and DOS equities. DOE is sending these documents to CIA and DOS for
consultation. The remaining documents are being released to you as described in the
accompanying index.

Upon review, DOE has determined that certain information should be withheld in the documents
pursuant to Exemptions 1, 4, 5, and 6 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, (b)(1), (b)(4), (b)(5), and

(b)(6).

Each of the documents released for this fourteenth response have been reviewed by the Office of
Classification, Office of Environment, Health, Safety and Security, in the DOE pursuant to 10
C.F.R. § 1004.6. These documents contain information properly classified as National Security
Information, and are now being released to you with certain information withheld pursuant to
Exemption 1 of the FOIA.

Exemption 1 provides that an agency may exempt from disclosure matters that are "(A)
specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the
interest of national defense or foreign policy and (B) are in fact properly classified pursuant to
such Executive order . . . ." The portions deleted from the subject document(s) pursuant to
Exemption 1 contain information about foreign government information; foreign relations or
foreign activities of the United States, including confidential sources and are classified under
section(s) 1.4 (b), (d) of Executive Order 13526 (E.O. 13526). It has been determined that release
of the information could reasonably be expected to cause damage to the national security.
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With respect to the information withheld from disclosure pursuant to Exemption 1, the DOE has
no further discretion under the FOIA or DOE regulations to release information currently and
properly classified pursuant to E.O. 13526.

Exemption 4 of the FOIA protects “trade secrets and commercial or financial information
obtained from a person [that is] privileged or confidential.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4). This exemption
is intended to protect the interests of both the Government and submitters of information.
Exemption 4 affords protection to submitters who provide trade secrets, or commercial or
financial information to the Government by safeguarding them from the competitive
disadvantages that could result from disclosure. The exemption covers two broad categories of
information in Federal agency records: 1) trade secrets, and 2) information that is (a) commercial
or financial and (b) obtained from a person, and (c) privileged and confidential.

The information withheld under Exemption 4 includes sensitive commercial and financial
information that is maintained in confidence by the submitters, is not available in public
sources, and was submitted under an implied assurance of confidentiality. Furthermore,
disclosure may curtail submitters from providing such information to the government in the
future. For these reasons, this information is being withheld.

Exemption 5 of the FOIA protects from mandatory disclosure “inter-agency or intra-agency
memorandums or letters that would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in
litigation with the agency....” 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5). Exemption 5 incorporates the deliberative
process privilege and the attorney-client privilege. The deliberative process privilege protects
recommendations, advice, and opinions that are part of the process by which agency decisions
and polices are formulated. The information withheld under this privilege consists of inter-
agency pre-decisional information.

Portions of these documents reflect deliberative discussions. The DOE may consider these
preliminary views as part of the process that will lead to the agency’s final policy decision about
these matters. The withheld information does not represent a final agency position, and its
release would compromise the deliberative process by which the government makes its
decisions. Thus, the information is being withheld under Exemption 5 of the FOIA as pre-
decisional material that is part of the agency’s deliberative process.

Exemption 6 is generally referred to as the “personal privacy” exemption; it provides that the
disclosure requirements of FOIA do not apply to “personnel and medical files and similar files
the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” 5
U.S.C. § 552(b)(6). In applying Exemption 6, the DOE considered: 1) whether a significant
privacy interest would be invaded; 2) whether the release of the information would further the
public interest by shedding light on the operations or activities of the Government; and 3)
whether in balancing the privacy interests against the public interest, disclosure would constitute
a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy.

The information withheld under Exemption 6 consists of nonpublic, private, or secure email

addresses and telephone numbers. This information qualifies as “similar files” because it is
information in which an individual has a privacy interest. Moreover, releasing the information
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could subject the individuals to unwarranted or unsolicited communications. Since no public
interest would be served by disclosing this information, and since there is a viable privacy
interest that would be threatened by such disclosure, Exemption 6 authorizes withholding the
information. Therefore, we have determined that the public interest in the information’s release
does not outweigh the overriding privacy interests in keeping it confidential.

This satisfies the standard set forth at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8)(A) that agencies shall withhold
information under FOIA “only if (I) the agency reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm
an interest protected by an exemption . . . ; or (II) disclosure is prohibited by law . ...” 5 U.S.C.
§ 552(a)(8)(A) also provides that whenever full disclosure of a record is not possible, agencies
shall “consider whether partial disclosure of information is possible . . ..” Thus, we have
determined that, in certain instances, a partial disclosure is proper.

Pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.6(d), Dr. Andrew P. Weston-Dawkes, Director, Office of
Classification, Office of Environment, Health, Safety and Security, is the official responsible for
the denial of the DOE classified information. Pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.7(b)(2), I am the
individual responsible forthe determination to withhold all other information described above.
The FOIA requires that “any reasonably segregable portion of a record shall be provided to any
person requesting such record after deletion of the portions which are exempt.” 5 U.S.C. §

552(b). Asa result, a redacted version of the documents are being released to you in accordance
with 10 C.F.R. § 1004.7(b)(3).

The FOIA provides for the assessment of fees for the processing of requests. See 5 U.S.C. §
552(a)(4)(A)(1); see also 10 C.F.R. § 1004.9(a). In our October 16, 2019 letter, you were advised
that your request was placed in the “other” category for fee purposes. Requesters in this category
are provided with two free hours of search time and 100 free pages of duplication. In that same
letter, we informed you that your fee waiver was granted. Thus, no fees will be charged for
processing your request.

You also requested expedited processing of your request. Y our request for expedited processing
was initially denied in our letters dated October 16, 2019. Upon reconsideration of our decision
to deny expedited processing of your request, your request was granted in our letter dated
November 22, 2019.

If you have any questions about the processing of the request or this letter, your attorney may
contact Hilarie Snyder, Trial Attorney, at Hilarie.E.Snyder@usdoj.gov or 202-305-0747.
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I appreciate the opportunity to assist you with this matter.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by

Alexander C Alexander C. Morris

. Date: 2021 05.17
Morris 1;tse4:pe -04'00'
Alexander C. Morris
FOIA Officer

Office of Public Information

Enclosures
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INDEX
Request #: HQ-2020-00051-F
Fourteenth and final partial response for Mr. Austin R. Evers for:

All email communications (including email messages, calendar invitations, and
attachments thereto, and including complete email chains) sent by the DOE officials
specified below containing any of the following key terms:

i. Naftogaz

ii. Favorov

iii. Fruman

iv. Parnas

v. Sargeant

vi. 45 Energy Group
vii. Baumgardner
viii. SigmaBleyzer
ix. Bleyzer

X. Bensh

xi. Pelicourt

xii. Rudy

xiii. Rudolph

xiv. Giuliani

xv. Giuiliani

xvi. Guliani

xvii. Guiliani
xviii. Toensing
xix. diGenova

xx. Kislin

xxi. Hunter

xxii. Biden

xxiii. Parnas
xxiv. Fruman
xxv. Kolomoisky
xxvi. Klitschko
xxvii. Burisma
xxviii. Shokin
xxix. Lutsenko
xxx. Zelensky
xxxi. Zelenskyy
xxxii. Zelenskiy
xxxiii. Yermak
xxxiv. Bakanov
xxxv. Bohdan
xxxvi. Rybolovlev
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Specified DOE Officials:

i. Secretary Rick Perry

ii. Deputy Secretary Dan Brouillette

iii. Former Chief of Staff Brian McCormack

iv. Anyone currently serving in the capacity of Chief of Staff

v. Under Secretary Mark Menezes

vi. Samuel Buchan, Special Adviser

vii. William Cooper, General Counsel

viii. Paul Tumminia, Senior Advisor, Office of Russian and Eurasian Affairs
ix. Anyone serving in the capacity of White House Advisor or Liaison

Please produce all responsive records from January 1, 2019, through the date the
search is conducted.

DOE has located eighteen (18) documents responsive to your request.

e Thirteen (13) documents are being released in part pursuant to Exemptions 1, 4, 5, and
6

e One (1) document is in consult with CIA, and will be released once CIA provides DOE
with their release determinations.

e One (1) document is in consult with DOS, and will be released once DOS provides DOE
with their release determinations.

e Three (3) documents are in consult with both CIA and DOS, and will be released once
CIA and DOS provides DOE with their release determinations.
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DOE-19-1271-P-000001



DOE-19-1271-P-000002



DOE-19-1271-P-000003



DOE-19-1271-P-000004



DOE-19-1271-P-000005



DOE-19-1271-P-000006



DOE-19-1271-P-000007



DOE-19-1271-P-000008



DOE-19-1271-P-000009



DOE-19-1271-P-000010



DOE-19-1271-P-000011



DOE-19-1271-P-000012



DOE-19-1271-P-000013



DOE-19-1271-P-000014



DOE-19-1271-P-000015



DOE-19-1271-P-000016



DOE-19-1271-P-000017



DOE-19-1271-P-000018



DOE-19-1271-P-000019



DOE-19-1271-P-000020



DOE-19-1271-P-000021



DOE-19-1271-P-000022



DOE-19-1271-P-000023



DOE-19-1271-P-000024



DOE-19-1271-P-000025



DOE-19-1271-P-000026



DOE-19-1271-P-000027



DOE-19-1271-P-000028



DOE-19-1271-P-000029



DOE-19-1271-P-000030



DOE-19-1271-P-000031



DOE-19-1271-P-000032



DOE-19-1271-P-000033



DOE-19-1271-P-000034



DOE-19-1271-P-000035



DOE-19-1271-P-000036



DOE-19-1271-P-000037



DOE-19-1271-P-000038



DOE-19-1271-P-000039



DOE-19-1271-P-000040



DOE-19-1271-P-000041



DOE-19-1271-P-000042



DOE-19-1271-P-000043



DOE-19-1271-P-000044



DOE-19-1271-P-000045



DOE-19-1271-P-000046



DOE-19-1271-P-000047



DOE-19-1271-P-000048



DOE-19-1271-P-000049



DOE-19-1271-P-000050



DOE-19-1271-P-000051



DOE-19-1271-P-000052



DOE-19-1271-P-000053



DOE-19-1271-P-000054



DOE-19-1271-P-000055



DOE-19-1271-P-000056



DOE-19-1271-P-000057



DOE-19-1271-P-000058



DOE-19-1271-P-000059



DOE-19-1271-P-000060



DOE-19-1271-P-000061



DOE-19-1271-P-000062



DOE-19-1271-P-000063



DOE-19-1271-P-000064



DOE-19-1271-P-000065



DOE-19-1271-P-000066



DOE-19-1271-P-000067



DOE-19-1271-P-000068



DOE-19-1271-P-000069



DOE-19-1271-P-000070



DOE-19-1271-P-000071



DOE-19-1271-P-000072



DOE-19-1271-P-000073



DOE-19-1271-P-000074



DOE-19-1271-P-000075



DOE-19-1271-P-000076



DOE-19-1271-P-000077



DOE-19-1271-P-000078



DOE-19-1271-P-000079



DOE-19-1271-P-000080



DOE-19-1271-P-000081



DOE-19-1271-P-000082



DOE-19-1271-P-000083



DOE-19-1271-P-000084



DOE-19-1271-P-000085



DOE-19-1271-P-000086



DOE-19-1271-P-000087



DOE-19-1271-P-000088



DOE-19-1271-P-000089



DOE-19-1271-P-000090



DOE-19-1271-P-000091



DOE-19-1271-P-000092



DOE-19-1271-P-000093



DOE-19-1271-P-000094



DOE-19-1271-P-000095



DOE-19-1271-P-000096



DOE-19-1271-P-000097



DOE-19-1271-P-000098



DOE-19-1271-P-000099



DOE-19-1271-P-000100



DOE-19-1271-P-000101



DOE-19-1271-P-000102



DOE-19-1271-P-000103



DOE-19-1271-P-000104



DOE-19-1271-P-000105



DOE-19-1271-P-000106



DOE-19-1271-P-000107



DOE-19-1271-P-000108



DOE-19-1271-P-000109



DOE-19-1271-P-000110



DOE-19-1271-P-000111



DOE-19-1271-P-000112



DOE-19-1271-P-000113



DOE-19-1271-P-000114



DOE-19-1271-P-000115



DOE-19-1271-P-000116



DOE-19-1271-P-000117



DOE-19-1271-P-000118



DOE-19-1271-P-000119



DOE-19-1271-P-000120



DOE-19-1271-P-000121



DOE-19-1271-P-000122



DOE-19-1271-P-000123



DOE-19-1271-P-000124



DOE-19-1271-P-000125



DOE-19-1271-P-000126



DOE-19-1271-P-000127



DOE-19-1271-P-000128



DOE-19-1271-P-000129



DOE-19-1271-P-000130
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DOE-19-1271-P-000132



DOE-19-1271-P-000133
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DOE-19-1271-P-000138



Document 2
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DOE-19-1271-P-000140



DOE-19-1271-P-000141



DOE-19-1271-P-000142



DOE-19-1271-P-000143



DOE-19-1271-P-000144



DOE-19-1271-P-000145



DOE-19-1271-P-000146



DOE-19-1271-P-000147
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DOE-19-1271-P-000170



DOE-19-1271-P-000171



DOE-19-1271-P-000172



DOE-19-1271-P-000173



DOE-19-1271-P-000174



DOE-19-1271-P-000175



DOE-19-1271-P-000176
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