
 , 2020 

Austin Evers 
American Oversight 
1030 15th Street, NW 
Suite B255 
Washington, DC 20005 

Via email: hart.wood@americanoversight.org 

Re:   HQ-2019-01418-F 

Dear Mr. Evers: 

This is a partial response to request HQ-2019-01418-F that you sent to the Department of 
Energy (DOE) under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552.  In FOIA 
request HQ-2019-01418-F, you requested the following: 

1) All email communications (including email messages, calendar
invitations, and attachments thereto), text messages, and WhatsApp
messages sent or received by Secretary Perry, as well as by any aide or
other assistant who accompanied Secretary Perry to Ukraine on or
about May 19-21, 2019, containing any of the following key terms:

a. Rudy
b. Giuliani
c. Giuiliani
d. Guliani
e. Hunter
f. Biden
g. Bidens
h. Burisma
i. Lutsenko
j. Syntyk
k. Crowdstrike
l. Toensing
m. diGenova
n. Fruman
o. Parnas
p. Kolomoisky
q. Kolomoysky
r. Shokin
s. Klitschko
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t. DNC

Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, through 
May 24, 2019. 

2) Any guidance, directives, or memoranda issued to or by Secretary
Perry with relation to former Vice President Joe Biden, Hunter Biden,
and/or Burisma Holdings (also known as Burisma Group).

Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, through May
24, 2019.

Your request was assigned to DOE’s Office of the Executive Secretariat (ES) to conduct 
a search of its files for responsive documents.   

The search started on October 18, 2019, which is the cutoff date for responsive 
documents.  You received a second partial response to this request on April 1, 2020, 
consisting of five (5) documents.  DOE determined that four (4) of the documents 
contained equities of the Department of State (DOS).  For this reason, four (4) documents 
were transferred in part to DOS for review.  

These documents have now been reviewed by DOS, and DOS has provided DOE with its 
release determinations on its equities. The relevant pages of these documents are now 
being released to you with certain information withheld pursuant to Exemptions 5 and 6 
of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. §552 (b)(5) and (b)(6). 

This satisfies the standard set forth at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8)(A) that agencies shall 
withhold information under FOIA “only if (I) the agency reasonably foresees that 
disclosure would harm an interest protected by an exemption . . . ; or (II) disclosure is 
prohibited by law . . . .” 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8)(A) also provides that whenever full 
disclosure of a record is not possible, agencies shall “consider whether partial disclosure 
of information is possible . . . .” Thus, we have determined that, in certain instances, a 
partial disclosure is proper. 

Pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.7(b)(2), I am the individual responsible for the 
determination to withhold the information described above. The FOIA requires that “any 
reasonably segregable portion of a record shall be provided to any person requesting such 
record after deletion of the portions which are exempt.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). As a result, a 
redacted version of the documents are being released to you in accordance with 10 C.F.R. 
§ 1004.7(b)(3).
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If you have any questions about the processing of the request or this letter, your attorney 
may contact Hilarie Snyder, Trial Attorney, at Hilarie.E.Snyder@usdoj.gov or 202-305-
0747. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to assist you with this matter. 
 
      
     Sincerely, 
 
 
     Alexander C. Morris 
     FOIA Officer 
     Office of Public Information 
 
 
Enclosures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alexander C. 
Morris

Digitally signed by 
Alexander C. Morris 
Date: 2020.12.01 
12:21:29 -05'00'
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Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, 
through May 24, 2019. 

 
2) Any guidance, directives, or memoranda issued to or by Secretary 

Perry with relation to former Vice President Joe Biden, Hunter 
Biden, and/or Burisma Holdings (also known as Burisma Group). 
 

Please produce all responsive records from May 10, 2019, through 
May 24, 2019. 

 
DOE is producing four (4) documents that have undergone consultation. 
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 Four (4) documents from consult with DOS are being released in part pursuant 
to Exemptions 5 and 6.  
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