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RE: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request 2020-RD-01160-F
Final Response

Dear Mses. Creighton and Monahan:

This correspondence and the accompanying records constitute the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Departmental FOIA Office’s (DFO) final response for FOIA request 2020-RD-
01160-F.

This correspondence also responds to the matter of American Oversight v. U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Civil Action No. 1:19-cv-03259, currently pending in the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia.

The pending Complaint in the above-referenced matter is based on USDA’s alleged failure to
comply with the applicable time-limit provisions of the FOIA in response to American
Oversight’s request for the following:

All email communications (including email messages, email attachments, and
calendar invitations) between (1) Rural Development Georgia State Director Joyce
White or Farm Service Agency Georgia Executive Director Tas Smith and (2) any
of the following individuals or entities:

1. Any personal email accounts attributed to Secretary Sonny Perdue;

ii. Anyone communicating from an email address ending in perdue.pro;

iii. Perdue, Inc., including anyone with an email address ending in perdueinc.com;

iv. Perdue Partners, including anyone with an email address ending in
perduepartners.com,;

v. Perdue Management Holdings LLC;

vi. Perdue Business Holdings, Inc., including Robert Tuggle and anyone with an email
address ending in dltj.com;

vii. Senator David Perdue or anyone from his office, including the Senator and anyone
with an email ending in perdue.senate.gov or perduesenate.com; or

viii. AGrowStar, including anyone with an email address ending in agrowstar.com.
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Please provide all responsive records from April 24, 2017, through the date the search is
conducted.

Search Efforts

A search for responsive records was conducted by the Client Experience Center (CEC). The
CEC provides comprehensive, fee-for-service information technology (IT) associated operations,
security, and technical support services to USDA end users. The CEC also implements and
manages enterprise IT solutions for users Department-wide.

A manual review of the search results was performed to identify responsive records and
eliminate duplicates. Today’s release is a total of 541 pages of responsive records, which are
Bates Numbered 000001 to 000541.

The DFO has determined that certain information within the records should be withheld pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. §552(b)(4), (5) and (6) (FOIA Exemptions 4, 5 and 6). Below is an explanation of
the information withheld.

Application of S U.S.C §552(b)(4) “FOIA Exemption 4”

Exemption 4 of the FOIA protects “trade secrets and commercial or financial information
obtained from a person [that is] privileged or confidential.” 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4). The
exemption covers two distinct categories of information in federal agency records, (1) trade
secrets, and (2) information that is (a) commercial or financial, and (b) obtained from a person,
and (c) privileged or confidential. The Supreme Court recently addressed the definition of
“confidential.” See Food Marketing Institute v. Argus Leader Media, 139 S. Ct. 2356 (2019)
(““At least where commercial or financial information is both customarily and actually treated as
private by its owner and provided to the government under an assurance of privacy, the
information is ‘confidential’ within the meaning of Exemption 4.””). The DFO has determined to
withhold portions of emails under Exemption 4.

As an initial matter, the DFO has determined that the information marked as Exemption 4 meets
the threshold because it was obtained from an external organization and an outside person. The
information is commercial or financial because it relates to business products and loan
applications. Finally, it is information that is customarily and actually treated as private or
closely held.

Application of 5 U.S.C 8§552(b)(5) “FOIA Exemption 5”

FOIA Exemption 5 protects from disclosure those “inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums
or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency.” 5 U.S.C. §552(b)(5). This language is construed to protect records that are
normally privileged in the civil discovery context, including through the deliberative process
privilege. As an initial matter, the information withheld meets the threshold requirement of
Exemption 5 because it is contained in internal emails sent between federal employees. Where



Sara Creighton
Christine Monahan
FOIA Request No. 2020-RD-01160-F

Page 3

possible, the DFO has determined to make discretionary releases of information that falls within
the protection of Exemption 5.

To fall within the deliberative process privilege, the records must be both pre-decisional and
deliberative; the records must precede the adoption of an agency policy and include the opinions,
recommendations, or deliberations on a legal or policy matter. In this instance, the DFO is
withholding draft briefings, recommended talking points, communications about applicants’
eligibility for programs, discussions involving the handling of personnel matters, and draft
responses for constituent inquiries related to grants.

If predecisional, deliberative communications were to be routinely released to the public,
Executive Branch employees would be much more cautious in their discussions with each other,
and in candidly discussing and providing all pertinent information and viewpoints in a timely
manner to agency decision-makers. This lack of candor would seriously impair the Department’s
ability to engage in forthright, internal discussions necessary for efficient and proper agency
decision-making.

Application of 5 U.S.C. 8§8552(b)(6) “FOIA Exemption 6

FOIA Exemption 6 permits the government to withhold information regarding individuals in
“personnel, medical and similar files” when the disclosure of such information would constitute
a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy and where such privacy interests outweigh
any public interest that would be advanced by disclosure. For purposes of the FOIA, the public
interest 1s advanced when disclosure of the requested information educates the public about the
activities of the government.

Portions of the records are withheld under FOIA Exemption 6, including unpublished email
addresses and telephone numbers, personal and identifying information about members of the
public with personal inquiries related to USDA programs, personnel matters, personal details
about Ms. White’s family, birth dates, social events unrelated to USDA business, and
information related to personal appointments and travel. The DFO is also withholding the alias
email account of Secretary Perdue. All this information qualifies as “similar files” because it is
information that applies to and identifies particular individuals.

Release of the unpublished telephone numbers and email addresses could subject individuals to
unwarranted or unsolicited communications. Accordingly, there is a strong privacy interest in
this information. In addition, individuals have a strong privacy interest in information
concerning their families and personnel matters, personal information shared in response to the
application of USDA programs, and personal travel and appointments. Release of this
information would not shed light on agency activities; therefore, there is no public interest in
release.

With regard to the Secretary’s alias email accounts, the agency has a significant interest in
ensuring that its officials have the capacity to safely perform a full range of official functions,
including emergency operations, continuity of operations, and devolution planning and
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execution. These functions could not be accomplished if public email-writing campaigns
impeded communications to the email accounts from which officials operate in emergency
situations. In the event of emergency, not only are alias accounts necessary for safe and efficient
emergency operations, but also so that family members can reach otherwise unavailable officials.
While the existence of such alias email accounts and certain content of emails released therefrom
may shed light on agency functions, the actual email addresses do not in and of themselves
advance a public interest—particularly when balanced against the critical interest of agency
officials in maintaining safe and responsible communication with critical business contacts
including those in The White House, during emergency situations and situations presenting
potential national security threats. With that said, in response to records requests, it is the
agency’s policy to process and release responsive documents derived from searches of all agency
email accounts (including alias email accounts) to the extent not otherwise exempt or prohibited
by law. Furthermore, we note that the disclosure of officials’ primary official email accounts
serves as the most appropriate point of contact for the public and poses the least amount of risk
or threat in emergency operations.

Because there is a strong privacy interest in this information and no outweighing public interest
to be advanced by disclosure, Exemption 6 authorizes the DFO to withhold the information.

In light of the matter American Oversight v. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Civil Action No.
1:19-¢v-03259, currently pending in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia,
administrative appeal rights are not being provided in this response letter.

If you have any questions or concerns about this final response letter or the pending civil action,
please contact Diana V. Valdivia, Assistant United States Attorney, U.S. Attorney’s Office for
the District of Columbia at diana.valdivia@usdoj.gov.

Sincerely,

Alexis R. Graves

Departmental FOIA Officer
Office of the General Counsel

Enclosure: Responsive Records (541 pages) (000001 to 000541)
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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“Today, President Trump fulfilled his promise to help Georgia farmers and communities
rebuild after Hurricane Michael’s devastation,” said Senator Perdue. “Finally, Americans
who were ravaged by historic floods, wildfires, and hurricanes across 12 states have certainty
for the immediate future. [ want to thank Senator Isakson, Governor Brian Kemp,
Commissioner Gary Black, and the entire Georgia delegation for their diligent work in getting
this assistance across the finish line. While it should not have taken eight months to pass this
disaster relief package, this will serve as a learning experience for both sides of the aisle.
Disaster relief should never be a partisan issue. The American people need to know that we
will have their backs in times of need.”

“I am so grateful that the disaster relief that Georgia farmers and millions of Americans have
been waiting on for so long is finally coming,” said Senator Isakson. “I’ve spent most of this
year pressing for action, and I thank President Trump and everyone who worked to see this
through. I am hopeful that this aid will be expedited to reach those who need it quickly so that
Georgians can get the relief they need to rebuild their lives and livelihoods.”

The $19.1 billion disaster relief package includes $3 billion to provide critical agriculture
disaster relief for farmers recovering in the wake of Hurricane Michael, along with additional
funds for communities in Georgia and other states. The president signed the disaster relief bill
today, June 6, during his trip abroad.

On May 23, Senators Perdue and Isakson secured the Senate’s approval of disaster funding for
Georgia, which was devastated by Hurricane Michael in October 2018. The U.S. House of
Representatives passed the legislation on June 3. The president signed the disaster relief bill
today, June 6, during his trip abroad.

Background:

e In October 2018, Senators Perdue and Isakson personally visited parts of Georgia

devastated by Hurricane Michael with Vice President Mike Pence and pushed for
immediate federal funding. After funding was not obtained by the end of 2018, Senators
Perdue and Isakson twice introduced disaster relief amendments to legislative vehicles
under consideration by the Senate.

e On November 29 and 30, 2018, Senators Perdue and Isakson sent two letters requesting
additional funding for disaster assistance for Georgians recovering after Hurricane
Michael: the first letter to Senate appropriators and the second to Senate leadership.

e OnJanuary 31, Senators Perdue and Isakson introduced a supplemental agriculture
disaster relief amendment to provide critical funding for Georgia and other states
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recovering from recent hurricane and wildfire damage.

On February 13, Senators Perdue and Isakson joined 11 other bipartisan senators

in sending a letter to House and Senate leadership urging immediate action on a
supplemental disaster relief package.

On February 26, Senators Perdue and Isakson led Senators Doug Jones (D-AL), Marco

Rubio (R-FL), Rick Scott (R-FL), Tim Scott (R-SC), Dan Sullivan (R-AK), and Thom
Tillis R-NC) in introducing a $13.6 billion disaster relief package with the backing of
President Trump after prior funding attempts were removed from other supplemental
spending packages.

On April 1, the Senate took votes on two amendments that would have provided funding

for Georgia and other disasters, and both pieces of legislation failed to receive the
necessary 60 votes to move forward.

On April 30, Senators Perdue and Isakson led a press conference with Senators Doug

Jones (D-AL), Rick Scott (R-FL), and Thom Tillis (R-NC) to continue their push for
disaster aid funding and call on action by Congress.

On May 8, Senators Perdue and Isakson sent a letter along with Senators Marco Rubio (R-
FL), John Cornyn (R-TX), Thom Tillis (R-NC), Rick Scott (R-FL), Richard Burr (R-NC),
Lindsey Graham (R-SC), and Ted Cruz (R-TX), requesting the swift release of HUD
Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Program funds to aid Georgia
and other states.

On May 14, $34.88 million in funding was announced for Georgia infrastructure recovery
by the HUD’s Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Program, which
was previously appropriated by Congress to respond to the 2018 natural disasters.

HiH
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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Michael J. Reed
Chief of Staff

Representative Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.

2407 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and

delete the email immediately.
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From: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

To: White, Jeff

Subject: FW: JEFF PLEASE PRINT 2 COPIES - 1st draft Broadband comments
Date: Thursday, December 5, 2019 7:26:26 AM

Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
image005.png
image006.png

Good morning: My name is joyce White

| am the state director for USDAs rural development. | worked for Secretary
Sonny Perdue the 8 years he was Governor and so | continue as he is Secretary
of United states Dept of agriculture.

THANK YOUS
Thank you to the Georgia Public Safety Training Center
Thank you to Monroe County and it’s commissioners for hosting our lunch
today
Thank you to Deana Perry and the Dept of community Affairs (Rusty Haygood)
for partnering on this summit and working so diligently to help get broadband
across Georgia
And to Bill Price and the Georgia Technology Authority
And to Bill Verner and Jason Bragg who are here with the Georgia EmC’s
you’ll hear from Bill just before lunch.
And to our esteemed panelists you will hear from in a little while who will give
us their stories of application and success and how they did it or are doing it
And our state representatives who are here today and continue to work
tirelessly to get highspeed internet in this area and surrounding counties

RECOGNIZE CONGRESSIONAL STAFFERS
PRESENT
We also have congressional staffers | would like to recognize this morning
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Greg Ziesenhene who is with Senator David Perdue
Slayten Carter from Congresman Austin Scott’s Office
Andy Bush — Congressman Drew Ferguson’s Office

GOVERNOR'’S OFFICE
We have Blake poole from Governor Kemps office

RECOGNIZE USDA STAFF PRESENT TODAY
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT HAS 6 AREAS ACROSS GEORGIA AND 12 OFFICES.
THE OFFICES CLOSEST TO WHERE WE ARE TODAY ARE IN BARNESILLE AND IN
FT. VALLEY. BUT IF YOU NEED TO KNOW WHERE THE OFFICE IS CLOSEST TO
YOU YOU CAN VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR ASK ONE OF US TODAY BEFORE YOU
LEAVE.

PAGE BREAK

OUR PURPOSE FOR THE SUMMIT
WE know rural broadband is essential to thrive in todays information driven
global economy and we don’t want Georgia or the US to be behind. It's not
just a luxury, but rather a necessity. It’s not only necessary to connect
households, but children and students in rural areas need the opportunity to
learn the same as students and children in urban areas. The internet is
necessary for healthcare It's a great way to connect a city doctor to a rural
resident.

it is also necessary for businesses (access to capital, tax reform, global market
and infrastructure).
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It enable increased productivity for farms — Precision farming is the only way
we are going to be able to feed a growing population. It's necessary in large
business and even small businesses.

Internet is essential for economic development, (access to capital, tax reform,

global market and infrastructure).
training a workforce into an available, skilled, educated and reliable workforce

. innovation (biotechnology, sound science, research and development
and guality of life( educational opportunities, health care services, community

resiliency, e-commerce and jobs)

Page break

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT IS THE 6" LARGEST BANK IN THE NATION. AND
FOR GEORGIA, WE ARE APPROPRIATED BY CONGRESS APPROXIMATELY $715
MILLION A YEAR TO INVEST IN PROJECTS IN RURAL AREAS.  WE CAN BUILD A
HOSPITAL, A SCHOOL, A LARGE OR SMALL BUSINESS, LIBRARY, COURTHOUSE,
FIRE STATION, WATER OR WASTE SYSTEM SO A RURAL AREA CAN GROW. WE
ARE THE ONE FEDERAL AGENCY THAT CAN BUILD A COMMUNITY FROM THE
GROUD UP.

WE HELP FUND ALL SORTS OF INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS, BUT ONE OF OUR
MAIN FOCUSES CURRENTLY IS BROADBAND.

USDA has been investing more than $700 million per year for modern
broadband through programs such as our

1. Community Connect grants

2. Distant learning and telemedicine grants

3. Rural broadband access loan and loan guarantee program
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4. And broadband through the Farm bill
These programs continue but what we are here to highlight today is

The RECONNECT PROGRAM WHICH LAST YEAR
DOUBLED THE AMOUNT OF MONEY USDA INVESTS IN
BROADBAND AND HAS SIMILAR PLANS FOR THIS YEAR.

Last year in round 1 of S600 million was set aside for ReConnect. This year we

2" round of

are hearing there will be $550 million set aside towards the
ReConnect. Currently, we are validating and checking applications for
ReConnect from the first round and | am hopeful Georgia will be receiving
some of this $600 million from the first round. This ReConnect funding was
created as an ambitious initiative to rebuild American’s infrastructure and
round 1 was recommended by president Trump as a first installment of his

proposal to restore and modernize the nation’s crumbling infrastructure.

PAGE BREAK

What we are here today for is to discuss not only the various programs
available, but how we are partnering with DCA and the Georgia EMCS as well as
tele cos so together we can pull together resources to work in certain areas.

WE are aware that the economics in rural areas don’t work and so that’s why
USDA Rural Developments programs are being made available so that we can
fill in the gap with funding to help go the last miles to homes in rural areas.

While we don’t yet know if there will be a ReConnect award for Georgia, we do
know that we were just awarded $1.4 million divided up into 4 different
distance learning and telemedicine projects for
1. Mercer University — awarded $403,332 to install a telemedicine project
focused on behavorial health. 10 project sites in 8 rural counties will be
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linked to a remote monitoring program that will provide behavioral and
mental healthcare services.

2. Georgia Dept of juvenile justice - $384,334 to establish a distance learning
system to train employees in rural areas

3. Georgia Dept of labor - $352,135 to train and educate staff and reach
customers, serving 51,525 rural Georgia residents in 8 rural counties

4. Augusta University - $182,250 to provide ultrasound equipment for
educational diagnostic disease screening linking medical students to 28
sites across 21 rural counties.

5. Oconee Fall line Technical College - $105,702 to equip classrooms with
equip that will allow teachers to provide classes in stem reaching rural
counties so students in rural areas can learn stem

These dollars will help and we’re happy to receive 1.4 million. And |
congratulate the applicants who were successful in these grant dollars

We realize when you talk about broad band there are more questions than
answers and there is no one size fits all or one and done!

But it us our intent that today you will hear information and receive a tool or
two and resources that will help your community deploy broadband in your
rural area.

INTRO SUSAN HOLMES

And that is the perfect segue to my introducing State Representative Susan

Holmes who is a tireless public servant for this area. She is a 7th generation
Jasper Countian and was raised on a cotton farm in the community of Farrar.
She graduated from Monticello High School and then the University of Georgia
and since has achieved over 144 hours credit hours in admin and leadership
from the carl Vinson institute of Government. She has taught school served
as postmaster, a legal assistant and was CFO of a family owned business. I
first met Rep Holmes when he was mayor of Monticello a title she held for 12
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From: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

To: White, Jeff

Subject: FW: JEFF PLEASE PRINT FINAL

Date: Thursday, December 5, 2019 7:20:56 AM
Attachments: image002.png
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Good morning: My name is joyce White

| am the state director for USDAs rural development. | worked for Secretary
Sonny Perdue the 8 years he was Governor and so | continue as he is Secretary
of United states Dept of agriculture.

THANK YOUS
Thank you to the Georgia Public Safety Training Center
Thank you to Monroe County and it’s commissioners for hosting our lunch
today
Thank you to Deana Perry and the Dept of community Affairs (Rusty Haygood)
for partnering on this summit and working so diligently to help get broadband
across Georgia
And to Bill Price and the Georgia Technology Authority
And to Bill Verner and Jason Bragg who are here with the Georgia EmC’s
you’ll hear from Bill just before lunch.
And to our esteemed panelists you will hear from in a little while who will give
us their stories of application and success and how they did it or are doing it
And our state representatives who are here today and continue to work
tirelessly to get highspeed internet in this area and surrounding counties

RECOGNIZE CONGRESSIONAL STAFFERS
PRESENT
We also have congressional staffers | would like to recognize this morning
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Greg Ziesenhene who is with Senator David Perdue
Slayten Carter from Congresman Austin Scott’s Office
Andy Bush — Congressman Drew Ferguson’s Office

GOVERNOR'’S OFFICE
We have Blake poole from Governor Kemps office

RECOGNIZE USDA STAFF PRESENT TODAY
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT HAS 6 AREAS ACROSS GEORGIA AND 12 OFFICES.
THE OFFICES CLOSEST TO WHERE WE ARE TODAY ARE IN BARNESILLE AND IN
FT. VALLEY. BUT IF YOU NEED TO KNOW WHERE THE OFFICE IS CLOSEST TO
YOU YOU CAN VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR ASK ONE OF US TODAY BEFORE YOU
LEAVE.

PAGE BREAK

OUR PURPOSE FOR THE SUMMIT
WE know rural broadband is essential to thrive in todays information driven
global economy and we don’t want Georgia or the US to be behind. It's not
just a luxury, but rather a necessity. It's not only necessary to connect
households, but children and students in rural areas need the opportunity to
learn the same as students and children in urban areas. The internet is
necessary for healthcare It's a great way to connect a city doctor to a rural
resident.

it is also necessary for businesses (access to capital, tax reform, global market
and infrastructure).

It enable increased productivity for farms — Precision farming is the only way
we are going to be able to feed a growing population. It’s necessary in large
business and even small businesses.
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Internet is essential for economic development, (access to capital, tax reform,

global market and infrastructure).
training a workforce into an available, skilled, educated and reliable workforce

. innovation (biotechnology, sound science, research and development

and guality of life( educational opportunities, health care services, community
resiliency, e-commerce and jobs)

page break

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT IS THE 6" LARGEST BANK IN THE NATION. AND
FOR GEORGIA, WE ARE APPROPRIATED BY CONGRESS APPROXIMATELY $715
MILLION A YEAR TO INVEST IN PROJECTS IN RURAL AREAS.  WE CAN BUILD A
HOSPITAL, A SCHOOL, A LARGE OR SMALL BUSINESS, LIBRARY, COURTHOUSE,
FIRE STATION, WATER OR WASTE SYSTEM SO A RURAL AREA CAN GROW. WE
ARE THE ONE FEDERAL AGENCY THAT CAN BUILD A COMMUNITY FROM THE
GROUD UP.

WE HELP FUND ALL SORTS OF INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS, BUT ONE OF OUR
MAIN FOCUSES CURRENTLY IS BROADBAND.

USDA has been investing more than $700 million per year for modern
broadband through programs such as our

1. Community Connect grants

2. Distant learning and telemedicine grants

3. Rural broadband access loan and loan guarantee program

4. And broadband through the Farm bill

These programs continue but what we are here to highlight today is

The RECONNECT PROGRAM WHICH LAST YEAR
DOUBLED THE AMOUNT OF MONEY USDA INVESTS IN
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BROADBAND AND HAS SIMILAR PLANS FOR THIS YEAR.

Last year in round 1 of S600 million was set aside for ReConnect. This year we

are hearing there will be $550 million set aside towards the 2" round of
ReConnect. Currently, we are validating and checking applications for
ReConnect from the first round and | am hopeful Georgia will be receiving
some of this $600 million from the first round. This ReConnect funding was
created as an ambitious initiative to rebuild American’s infrastructure and
round 1 was recommended by president Trump as a first installment of his
proposal to restore and modernize the nation’s crumbling infrastructure.

What we are here today for is to discuss not only the various programs
available, but how we are partnering with DCA and the Georgia EMCS as well as
tele cos so together we can pull together resources to work in certain areas.

WE are aware that the economics in rural areas don’t work and so that’s why
USDA Rural Developments programs are being made available so that we can
fill in the gap with funding to help go the last miles to homes in rural areas.

Page break

While we don’t yet know if there will be a ReConnect award for Georgia, we do
know that we were just awarded $1.4 million divided up into 4 different
distance learning and telemedicine projects for
1. Mercer University — awarded $403,332 to install a telemedicine project
focused on behavorial health. 10 project sites in 8 rural counties will be
linked to a remote monitoring program that will provide behavioral and
mental healthcare services.
2. Georgia Dept of juvenile justice - $384,334 to establish a distance learning
system to train employees in rural areas
3. Georgia Dept of labor - $352,135 to train and educate staff and reach
customers, serving 51,525 rural Georgia residents in 8 rural counties
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4. Augusta University - $182,250 to provide ultrasound equipment for
educational diagnostic disease screening linking medical students to 28
sites across 21 rural counties.

5. Oconee Fall line Technical College - $105,702 to equip classrooms with
equip that will allow teachers to provide classes in stem reaching rural
counties so students in rural areas can learn stem

These dollars will help and we’re happy to receive 1.4 million. And |
congratulate the applicants who were successful in these grant dollars

We realize when you talk about broad band there are more questions than
answers and there is no one size fits all or one and done!

But it us our intent that today you will hear information and receive a tool or
two and resources that will help your community understand what its needs
are in deploying broadband in your area and some help to accomplish
broadband deployment.

INTRO SUSAN HOLMES

And that is the perfect segue to my introducing State Representative Susan

Holmes who is a tireless public servant for this area. She is a 7th

generation
Jasper Countian and was raised on a cotton farm in the community of Farrar.
She graduated from Monticello High School and then the University of Georgia
and since has achieved over 144 hours credit hours in admin and leadership
from the carl Vinson institute of Government. She has taught school served
as postmaster, a legal assistant and was CFO of a family owned business. I
first met Rep Holmes when he was mayor of Monticello a title she held for 12

years until she decided to run for State Rep
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WHAT: Roundtable discussion on disaster relief passage and next steps with
Southwest Georgia Agriculture Leaders
WHEN: Friday, June 7, 2019

TIME: 11:15 am. ET

*Media availability at 12:05 p.m. ET
WHERE: Davis Family Farms

7861 Thigpen Trail

Doerun, Georgia 31744

Media wishing to attend should RSVP to Casey Black@perdue.senate.gov by 5:00 p.m.
ET on Thursday, June 6.

HiH
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Roundtable Discussion About Passage of Disaster Relief

WHO:

WHAT:

WHEN:

TIME:

WHERE:

U.S. Senator David Perdue (R-GA), member of the Senate Agriculture
Committee

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue

Governor Brian Kemp

Georgia Commissioner of Agriculture Gary Black

U.S. Representative Austin Scott (R, GA-08), member of the House
Agriculture Committee

U.S. Representative Sanford Bishop (D, GA-02), chairman of the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture

Roundtable discussion on disaster relief passage and next steps with
Southwest Georgia Agriculture Leaders

Friday, June 7, 2019

11:15 am. ET

*Media availability at 12:05 p.m. ET
Davis Family Farms

7861 Thigpen Trail

Doerun, Georgia 31744

Media wishing to attend should RSVP to Casey Black@perdue.senate.gov by 5:00 p.m.
ET on Thursday, June 6.

HiH

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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Best regards,

Glenn
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From: Burns, Kathy (Perdue)

To: Eddie Watson; Chattco FAMILY CONNECTION; Dot Bass; John Greene; Carolyn McKinley; Carolyn Wright
Bcc: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

Subject: Fight Fraud Worksop

Date: Monday, June 24, 2019 8:34:10 AM

Attachments: Fight Fraud Flyer(5).pdf

Hello,

Senator Perdue's office will host a "Fight Fraud Workshop" on Friday, June 28, 2019,
at the Columbus Public Library.

Please feel free to share this flyer. We hope you can attend.
Thank you.

Very Respectfully,
Kathy Burns

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH, MS. BURNS.

WE ARE PROUD OF OUR ECONOMIC IMPACT ON THE COUNTY. I BELIEVE THAT
CLAY COUNTY HAS THE HIGHEST UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IN THE STATE.

WE HAVE 155 EMPLOYEES, WHICH I THINK MAKES US THE LARGEST FULL TIME
EMPLOYER IN THE COUNTY. MORE IMPORTANTLY, OUR AVERAGE EMPLOYEE
EARNED ALMOST TWICE THE COUNTY'S AVERAGE ANNUAL INDIVIDUAL
INCOME LAST YEAR.

I HOPE THAT YOU, AND MAYBE EVEN SENATOR PERDUE, WILL VISIT US
SOMETIMES. WE HAVE ON FARM LODGING AND AN ON FARM RESTAURANT.
WE WOULD LIKE TO SHOW YOU WHAT WE DO.

I APPRECIATE YOUR THOUGHTFUL MESSAGE TODAY.

WILL.

On Mon, Sep 17, 2018 at 3:22 PM, Burns, Kathy (Perdue)
<Kathy Burns@perdue.senate.gov> wrote:

Hello Mr. Harris,

I represent Senator Perdue in Clay County and want to reach out to congratulate White Oak
Pastures

on the grant you have been approved for from USDA Rural Development. White Oak
Pastures provides

many jobs in Clay County and this grant will benefit the entire community.

If I can ever be of assistance to you on behalf of Senator Perdue, please let me know.

Congratulations again.

Very Respectfully,

Kathy Burns

000106
USDA-19-1012-A-000106



USDA-19-1012-A-000107



USDA-19-1012-A-000108



USDA-19-1012-A-000109



USDA-19-1012-A-000110



2020-RD-01160-F

through Georgia’s ports. I am proud KMMG calls Georgia home and appreciate their
significant contributions to our state’s economy.”

“Since the announcement that Kia was coming to Georgia, we have been privileged to have a
very positive and productive relationship with our home state,” said Jangsoo (Jason) Shin,
KMMG’s President and CEO. “We were proud to showcase our facilities to Senator Perdue
today and appreciate his leadership in the United States Senate and here in the state of
Georgia. Senator Perdue has been a longtime supporter of KMMG and we thank him and the
entire state of Georgia for being so welcoming to Kia during our first decade of production.”

HiH

When Senator Perdue was elected, he was the only Fortune 500 CEO in Congress. He is serving his first term in the
United States Senate, where he represents Georgia on the Armed Services, Banking, Budget, and Agriculture
Committees.
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impacted by Hurricane Michael

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Senators Johnny Isakson (R-GA) and David Perdue (R-GA),
along with the entire Georgia congressional delegation, write to President Donald Trump to
request expedited emergency resources to aid counties in Georgia expected to be impacted by
Hurricane Michael. Earlier this morning, Hurricane Michael was upgraded to a Category 4
storm and is expected to bring damaging winds, rain and flooding throughout the Southeast.

On Tuesday, October 9, based on the latest forecast for Hurricane Michael and acting on a
recommendation from Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency
officials, Georgia Governor Nathan Deal issued an emergency declaration for 92 Georgia
counties, making all state resources available to local governments and entities within the
impacted area of the hurricane.

“We write in full support of Governor Nathan Deal’s request for an emergency declaration for
the state of Georgia in anticipation of Hurricane Michael,” wrote the members. “As the
current projections indicate, this major hurricane will significantly impact Georgia
communities, and we urge you to approve requests to ensure that full federal resources are
made available for counties currently under the declaration and those that may be determined
to be in need of emergency federal assistance in the coming days.”

On October 9, Senators Isakson and Perdue urged Georgians to heed officials’ warnings and
take safety precautions ahead of Hurricane Michael’s landfall.

Click here for full text of the Georgia congressional delegation’s letter.

HiHt
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From: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA
To: Boswell.Maxine

Cc: McClamma.Sheila

Subject: Joyce White Bio

Date: Monday, April 8, 2019 8:04:25 AM
Attachments: Joyce White Bio.docx

Hi Max: Here is my bio that you were requesting for our time together on April 26 at 11:30. Thank
you and please let me know if there is anything else you need from me. I'm sure we will be in touch

before the 26

Thanks,
Joyce

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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From: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

To: Ziesenhene, Greg (Perdue)
Subject: RE: Broadband Flyer Attached
Date: Monday, November 25, 2019 7:17:12 PM

Thank you Greg. | appreciate it.

Joyce

From: Ziesenhene, Greg (Perdue) <Greg_Ziesenhene@perdue.senate.gov>
Sent: Monday, November 25, 2019 3:04 PM

To: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA <joyce.white@usda.gov>

Subject: Re: Broadband Flyer Attached

CM Austin Scott’s Staff:

Field Rep:
Slayten.Carter@mail.house.gov
CM Austin Scott’s Staff:

District Director
alice.johnson@mail.house.gov

CM Sanford Bishop Staff:
Deputy District Director
Shavonda.Hill@mail.house.gov

CM Jody Hice Staff:
Deputy Chief of Staff/District Director

Jessica.Hayes@mail.house.gov

Sen Isskson Regional Directors:
Laura_Gower@isakson.senate.gov

Andrew_Blascovich@isakson.senate.gov

Sent from my iPhone

On Nov 25, 2019, at 12:48 PM, White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA <joyce.white@usda.gov>
wrote:

Thanks Greg. Who is on Congressman Austin Scott’s team for the Forsyth area and
Senator Isakson’s field rep for the area of Forsyth? | feel like | need to get them
involved too. Thanks,
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
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www.whiteoakpastures.com

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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Thanks,

Brief Summary: choose your best activity for the year and describe in 75 words or less.

Henry County volunteers hosted a “Legislative Dinner” at the Farm Bureau office and invited political
servants at the County level, the State level, and the National Level. This event gave the politicians a
platform for use in telling Henry County Farmer Members, (the voters), about accomplishments that
have been made thus far during their terms and their objectives for the future, and also clear up any
confusion caused by the media. More importantly Henry County exposed the politicians to Farm
Bureau's ideology making them aware of the F.B. passion to preserve and promote agriculture.

Planning/Goals: Describe in the allocated space.

The Legislative Team wanted to host a casual event to allow Farm Bureau members to interact and
build rapport with local, state, and national, sitting politicians. It was determined the Legislative
Dinner would be held at the county Farm Bureau office so that the setting would be intimate and
conversation could be casual and economical. The politicians would be given podium time to
address the gathering and talk about issues and their position. The date and time was set for June 17
at 6:30 p.m. It was decided Farm Bureau would provide fried chicken and drinks. In office
Politicians, and Farmer Members, were invited via e-mail, U.S. mail, and phone calls. The Legislative
Team asked those Farmer Members who could attend to bring a side dish to complement the meal.
The goal of giving members the opportunity to meet and speak with their political representatives,
and hear legislative updates, was accomplished.

Member Involvement& Implementation: Please describe in the space below.

Henry County Members volunteered to help with this event by planning, sending invites, decorating,
and cooking for the meal. They prepared a written invite to send to all Farmer Members and another
to send to politicians currently sitting in office. All invites were mailed and/or emailed. Follow up
phone calls were made to ensure everyone was contacted and aware of this event. Politician
attendance was confirmed. On the day of the dinner many Farm Bureau volunteers came early to
decorate and set up the food tables and chairs for the evening. Volunteers made tea and arranged
food in the serving area. Tables were covered with red, white, and blue tablecloths, American flags
and banners were hung from ceiling. Committee volunteers were present at the front doors to
greet the attendees with a warm welcome. After the event members stayed to tear down
decorations, clean up, and restore the dining room to pre-event condition.

Results: Please describe in the allocated space below:

The Legislative Dinner was a success. Henry County Commissioner, Johnny Wilson, attended along
with State Senator, Brian Strickland, three staff members from U.S. Senator David Perdue's office;
Ben Fry, Chris Perkins and, P.J. Waldrop,. Also in attendance was USDA State Director, Joyce White,
from the office of U.S. Secretary, Sonny Perdue,. Each political servant took the platform to speak to
75 attendees of F.B.'s membership body who listened intently about accomplishments and strategic
plans for the future. Hearing from them gave attendees a better feel for the authenticity of the
politician and the issues they must solve. The event also let the candidates see that Henry County
Farm Bureau is politically active and serves as a watchdog to protect agriculture and the farming
community. The food was good and the fellowship friendly. Having the dinner at the local office
offered a comfortable setting and laid back environment for the gathering. The night was fun and
informative and was topped off with Farm Bureau presenting scholarship awards to three Henry
County students while attendees ate dishes of delicious banana pudding for dessert.
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Confidentiality Notice: This electronic message and its contents are privileged and confidential information intended solely for the use of
the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution, copying or other use of
this message and its contents is strictly proh bited. If you have received this electronic message in error, please delete and destroy this
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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decorations, clean up, and restore the dining room to pre-event condition.
Results: Please describe in the allocated space below:

The Legislative Dinner was a success. Henry County Commissioner, Johnny Wilson, attended along
with State Senator, Brian Strickland, three staff members from U.S. Senator David Perdue's office;
Ben Fry, Chris Perkins and, P.J. Waldrop,. Also in attendance was USDA State Director, Joyce White,
from the office of U.S. Secretary, Sonny Perdue,. Each political servant took the platform to speak to
75 attendees of F.B.'s membership body who listened intently about accomplishments and strategic
plans for the future. Hearing from them gave attendees a better feel for the authenticity of the
politician and the issues they must solve. The event also let the candidates see that Henry County
Farm Bureau is politically active and serves as a watchdog to protect agriculture and the farming
community. The food was good and the fellowship friendly. Having the dinner at the local office
offered a comfortable setting and laid back environment for the gathering. The night was fun and
informative and was topped off with Farm Bureau presenting scholarship awards to three Henry
County students while attendees ate dishes of delicious banana pudding for dessert.

Confidentiality Notice: This electronic message and its contents are privileged and confidential information intended solely for the use of
the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution, copying or other use of
this message and its contents is strictly proh bited. If you have received this electronic message in error, please delete and destroy this

message and all copies from your system and notify the sender immediately by telephone or by email.

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

Confidentiality Notice: This electronic message and its contents are privileged and confidential information intended solely for the use of
the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution, copying or other use of
this message and its contents is strictly proh bited. If you have received this electronic message in error, please delete and destroy this

message and all copies from your system and notify the sender immediately by telephone or by email.
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Hold Disaster Relief Roundtable

ATLANTA, GA — U.S. Senator David Perdue (R-GA), U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny
Perdue, Governor Brian Kemp, state and local elected officials, and community members will
hold a roundtable discussion on Congress’s recent passage of disaster relief with Georgia
agriculture leaders in Doerun, Georgia. The roundtable discussion will be open to press for
b-roll and photos only — no questions. Following the roundtable, Senator Perdue and
other elected officials will hold a media availability at 12:05 p.m. ET.

Roundtable Discussion About Passage of Disaster Relief

WHO: U.S. Senator David Perdue (R-GA), member of the Senate Agriculture
Committee
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue
Governor Brian Kemp
Georgia Commissioner of Agriculture Gary Black
U.S. Representative Austin Scott (R, GA-08), member of the House
Agriculture Committee
U.S. Representative Sanford Bishop (D, GA-02), chairman of the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture

WHAT: Roundtable discussion on disaster relief passage and next steps with
Southwest Georgia Agriculture Leaders

WHEN: Friday, June 7, 2019

TIME: 11:15 am. ET

*Media availability at 12:05 p.m. ET
WHERE: Davis Family Farms

7861 Thigpen Trail

Doerun, Georgia 31744

Media wishing to attend should RSVP to Casey Black@perdue.senate.gov by 5:00 p.m.
ET on Thursday, June 6.

HiH
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hold a roundtable discussion on Congress’s recent passage of disaster relief with Georgia
agriculture leaders in Doerun, Georgia. The roundtable discussion will be open to press for
b-roll and photos only — no questions. Following the roundtable, Senator Perdue and
other elected officials will hold a media availability at 12:05 p.m. ET.

Roundtable Discussion About Passage of Disaster Relief

WHO: U.S. Senator David Perdue (R-GA), member of the Senate Agriculture
Committee
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue
Governor Brian Kemp
Georgia Commissioner of Agriculture Gary Black
U.S. Representative Austin Scott (R, GA-08), member of the House
Agriculture Committee
U.S. Representative Sanford Bishop (D, GA-02), chairman of the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture

WHAT: Roundtable discussion on disaster relief passage and next steps with
Southwest Georgia Agriculture Leaders

WHEN: Friday, June 7, 2019

TIME: 11:15 am. ET

*Media availability at 12:05 p.m. ET
WHERE: Davis Family Farms

7861 Thigpen Trail

Doerun, Georgia 31744

Media wishing to attend should RSVP to Casey_Black@perdue.senate.gov by 5:00 p.m.
ET on Thursday, June 6.

HHH
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Media wishing to attend should RSVP to Casey Black@perdue.senate.gov by 5:00 p.m.
ET on Thursday, June 6.

Hi#H
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ET on Thursday, June 6.

HitH
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Jenni Sweat, 202-224-0614

Senator Perdue, Secretary Perdue, Governor Kemp To
Hold Disaster Relief Roundtable

ATLANTA, GA — U.S. Senator David Perdue (R-GA), U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny
Perdue, Governor Brian Kemp, state and local elected officials, and community members will
hold a roundtable discussion on Congress’s recent passage of disaster relief with Georgia
agriculture leaders in Doerun, Georgia. The roundtable discussion will be open to press for
b-roll and photos only — no questions. Following the roundtable, Senator Perdue and
other elected officials will hold a media availability at 12:05 p.m. ET.

Roundtable Discussion About Passage of Disaster Relief

WHO: U.S. Senator David Perdue (R-GA), member of the Senate Agriculture
Committee
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue
Governor Brian Kemp
Georgia Commissioner of Agriculture Gary Black
U.S. Representative Austin Scott (R, GA-08), member of the House
Agriculture Committee
U.S. Representative Sanford Bishop (D, GA-02), chairman of the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture

WHAT: Roundtable discussion on disaster relief passage and next steps with
Southwest Georgia Agriculture Leaders

WHEN: Friday, June 7, 2019

TIME: 11:15 am. ET

*Media availability at 12:05 p.m. ET
WHERE: Davis Family Farms

7861 Thigpen Trail

Doerun, Georgia 31744

Media wishing to attend should RSVP to Casey Black@perdue.senate.gov by 5:00 p.m.
ET on Thursday, June 6.

HitH
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HiH

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information
it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe
you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
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From: Hayes, Jennifer (Perdue)

To: Hayes, Andrew - RD, Jacksonville, FL; White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA
Subject: RE: Quick Question

Date: Monday, August 12, 2019 2:12:26 PM
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Thank you so much! Ok to share this with our constituent?

From: Hayes, Andrew - RD, Jacksonville, FL [mailto:andrew.hayes@usda.gov]

Sent: Monday, August 12, 2019 9:46 AM

To: Hayes, Jennifer (Perdue) <Jennifer_Hayes@perdue.senate.gov>; White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA
<joyce.white@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Quick Question

Hi Jennifer

I’'m sorry | couldn’t respond on Friday. | was traveling back to the office from Alabama and didn’t
back until late. |just tried calling but the voicemailbox is full. I'll be on the road again today, so if |
don’t answer the phone I'll call back ASAP.

I”

As for the definition of “rural” this is what it is:

“A Rural Area refers to any area, as confirmed by the most recent decennial Census of the United
States, which is not located within a city, town, or incorporated area that has a population of greater
than 20,000 inhabitants; or an urbanized area contiguous and adjacent to a city or town that has a
population of greater than 50,000 inhabitants. For purposes of the definition of Rural Area, an
urbanized area means a densely populated territory as defined in the most recent decennial
Census.”

We have various maps on our program websites and all of them show the rural areas so that
applicants can know exactly what areas are not considered rural. For example, our Community
Connect Grant Program has a mapping tool located at
https://broadbandsearch.sc.egov.usda.gov/bsa/serviet/mainAction.do?pageAction=Home

To see the urban areas in Georgia you just click on “Search” in the gray-shaded tool bar above
“Welcome”. Then just center and zoom to Georgia and you'll see, as you would expect, the red
areas around the urban centers of Atlanta, Augusta, Columbus, Macon/Warner Robbins and
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

000255
USDA-19-1012-A-000255



USDA-19-1012-A-000256



USDA-19-1012-A-000257



USDA-19-1012-A-000258



USDA-19-1012-A-000259



USDA-19-1012-A-000260



USDA-19-1012-A-000261



USDA-19-1012-A-000262



USDA-19-1012-A-000263



USDA-19-1012-A-000264



USDA-19-1012-A-000265



USDA-19-1012-A-000266



USDA-19-1012-A-000267



2020-RD-01160-F

qualifications are just on population or do they look at income as well? Thank you very much
for your assistance.

Jennifer Meares

From: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA <Joyce.White@ga.usda.gov>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2019 2:59 PM

To: Jennifer Meares

Subject: Rural Development Program Information

Hi Jennifer: | hope you are doing great today.

Chris Perkins from Senator Perdue’s office shared with me that you might be interested in the
program’s that USDA’s Rural Development has to offer Georgia’s rural areas. | have attached
a brochure that gives a high-level description but would be happy to discuss further and/or
put you in touch with someone to talk or visit with. We are in between area directors in that
area of Georgia, but our “Acting Director”, David Mull begins on Monday and is extremely
knowledgeable.

Basically Rural Development is charged with the responsibility of improving the lives of citizens
living in rural Georgia. Rural Development is the 6th largest bank in the US, and we offer
grants and low interest loans to improve or build water and waste systems, build medical
clinics, schools, libraries or senor centers. We are working to extend broadband, purchase
emergency vehicles and combat the opioid misuse crisis. We want to support projects that
support economic development and bring jobs to rural areas.

Let me know if there is something specific you are thinking about, and we’ll work to get the
right person to contact you.

Thanks so much for your interest,

Joyce White
State Director, USDA Rural Development, Georgia

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
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penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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destroy this e-mail. Any unauthorized copying, disclosure or distribution of the material in this
e-mail is strictly forbidden.

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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www.rd.usda.gov/ga |"Committed to the future of rural communities"

Stay Connected with USDA:
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you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
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From: Smith, Tas - FSA, Athens, GA

Sent: Wednesday, October 3, 2018 5:28 PM

To: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA <Joyce.White@ga.usda.gov>
Subject: Re: Pecan growers

Hey Joyce,

| have heard concerns from some pecan growers about not being included in MFP. However, | am
not aware of any conversations to include them in the program at this time.

Hope this is helpful.

Tas

From: "White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA" <Joyce.White@ga.usda.gov>
Date: Wednesday, October 3, 2018 at 4:53:16 PM

To: "Smith, Tas - FSA, Athens, GA" <Tas.Smith@ga.usda.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Pecan growers

Tas. Do you know the answer to this question? Thanks

From: "Burns, Kathy (Perdue)" <Kathy Burns@perdue.senate.gov>
Date: Wednesday, October 3, 2018 at 9:30:00 AM

To: "White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA" <Joyce.White@ga.usda.gov>
Subject: Pecan growers

Hi Joyce,

| have been contacted by two pecan farmers asking if pecans will be included on the MFP
direct payment list in the future. The latest info | have shows direct payments for corn,
cotton, soybeans, dairy, hog, wheat and a few others but not pecans.

| know there's a lot of uncertainty right now so this may be a "wait and see" situation.
Thank you Joyce.
| toured Leatherbrook Farm yesterday and met this guy!

Best always,
Kathy
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.

000309
USDA-19-1012-A-000309



USDA-19-1012-A-000310



USDA-19-1012-A-000311



2020-RD-01160-F

From: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

To: White, Jeff

Subject: RuralDevelopment_ACCG_Nov2018.pptx
Date: Wednesday, October 31, 2018 4:20:48 PM
Attachments: RuralDevelopment ACCG Nov2018.pptx

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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Thanks and hope all is well.

M

Michael J. Reed
Chief of Staff

Representative Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.

2407 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

2020-RD-01160-F

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and

delete the email immediately.
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“Georgia’s military communities play a central role in
carrying out President Trump’s National Defense Strategy.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Senator David Perdue (R-GA), member of the Senate Armed
Services Committee and chairman of the Seapower Subcommittee, comments on committee
passage of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2020. Senator
Perdue secured dozens of provisions of importance to Georgia in the annual defense bill,
which now awaits consideration by the full United States Senate.

“President Trump is committed to rebuilding our military after years of disinvestment from the
previous administration, and Georgia’s military communities play a central role in carrying
out that mission,” said Senator Perdue. “Last year, the Department of Defense completed its
first-ever full financial audit. By keeping this audit on track for the second year, we can
continue to ensure the Pentagon’s resources are spent responsibly as our women and men in
uniform defend against evolving threats around the globe. This bill provides the resources our
armed forces need to regain readiness, rebuild our military assets, and protect Americans at
home and abroad.”

Senator Perdue’s provisions address a range of issues from readiness and supporting

new missions to improving military housing conditions and providing disaster relief for
bases. Here are some highlights:

e Supports New Mission In Georgia: Supports the Air Force’s plan for the Advanced
Battle Management System (ABMS) and requires a personnel transition strategy in
order to develop the initial cadre for ABMS from the current workforce at Robins Air
Force Base.

e Prevents Air Force Capability Gaps: Holds the Air Force accountable for the timely

development of ABMS, while also providing additional funding for development of
ABMS and JSTARS sustainability to help prevent a capability gap.

e Exposes Impact Of CRs: Ensures responsible government funding by outlining the

direct impacts that continuing resolutions (CRs) have on the Department of Defense’s
ability to plan for future missions.

e Prioritizes Accountability: Keeps the DOD corrective action plans, brought on by
the recent audit of the Department of Defense, on track as designed.

e Improves Military Housing: Includes various provisions to increase accountability
of the Military Privatization Housing Initiative (MPHI) program, including creating a
tenant bill of rights, designating a Chief Housing Officer, implementing a formal
dispute resolution process on each military installation, and establishing a standard
policy for lead-based paint inspection.
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Creates U.S. Space Force: Initiates the sixth branch of the United States military to
organize, train, and equip space warfighters and address the reality that space is a
contested domain, supporting a key priority of President Trump.

Examines China’s Predatory Investments: Requires an annual assessment on

infrastructure projects funded through China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and their
potential to be converted into Chinese military assets.

Starts Process To Create A Robotics Center: Directs the Army to consider

establishing a Robotic Development Center at the Army Maneuver Center of
Excellence at Fort Benning, in order to integrate robotic system development and
technology into the fighting force.

Privatizes Stormwater Ultilities: Supports a plan to privatize stormwater conveyance

systems and ensure Georgia’s bases are able to deal with increasing levels of
stormwater in a cost-effective manner.

Promotes Military Spouse Employment: Multiple provisions address issues with
low rates of military spouse employment and provide better access to beneficial
programs that will help military spouses navigate the challenges of military life while
supporting their families and their service members.

Modernizes A-10 Aircraft: Supports funding for the modernization and upgrades to

A-10C, including those in the 23rd Fighter Group at Moody Air Force Base, which
will help maintain the platform’s effectiveness through the 2030s.

Ensures On-Time Delivery of Columbia-class: Funds the continued development

and procurement of the Columbia-class submarine to be stationed at Kings Bay, while
also increasing support for the submarine industrial base and supply chain. Following
recent delays, this bill provides proactive oversight to ensure the Columbia-class
remains on track to be the lead submarine in FY28 and deployed by FY31.

Increases Cyber Institute Funding: Increases funding for academic cyber institutes
at colleges and universities to ensure a robust cyber pipeline for Active Duty, Guard,
and Reservists and develop capabilities that will enable the warfighter to maintain
dominance in cyberspace in the long run.

Provides Disaster Recovery For Georgia Bases: Secures almost $700 million for

ongoing disaster recovery efforts at multiple military installations, including Marine
Corps Logistics Base Albany and Warner Robins Air Logistics Center.

Improves Depot Infrastructure: Requires the Secretary of Defense to formulate a

strategy to improve depot infrastructure to ensure that depots have the capability and
capacity to support the readiness and material availability goals of current and future
weapons systems.

Expands Mentor-Protégé Program: Supports Georgia small businesses by extending
the Mentor- Protégé Program for three years and repealing the half-size standard
restriction for protégé participants.
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Incentivizes STEM Hiring: Directs the Department of Defense to develop
competitive strategies to recruit, hire, and retain America’s best and brightest in
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

Safeguards Georgia MilCon Projects: Authorizes over $200 million in funding for
four major military construction projects in Georgia, including the Aircraft
Maintenance Hangar at Hunter Army Airfield, the consolidated joint air dominance
hangar at Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport, Phase 3 of the Air Force
Reserve Command Headquarters at Robins Air Force Base, and Cyber Instructional
Facility at Fort Gordon.

Bolsters STARBASE Program: Increases support for STARBASE, a program that

aims to improve the knowledge and skills of students in STEM. This program has
locations in Atlanta, Savannah, Warner Robins Air Force Base, and Dobbins Air
Reserve Base.

Establishes New Cyber Capabilities: Secures funding for the Cyber Innovation
Laboratory facility at Fort Gordon, which will give cyber warriors the ability to train in
a realistic and adaptive threat environment.

Expands HBCU Research: Increases opportunities for aerospace education and
research at Historically Black Colleges and Universities across the country.

Sustains Marine Depot Maintenance: Requires the Marine Corps to address its
aging facilities at Production Plant Albany and Production Plant Barstow, and provide
options on how it plans to increase throughput and efficiencies by adopting innovative
processes and equipment solutions like automation, robotics, and welding positions.

Addresses Air Battle Manager Shortage: Requires the Air Force to address the

recent lack of Air Battle Manager accessions and how it plans to meet the necessary
level for a sustainable inventory.

Promotes Georgia Industries: Ensures funding for a wide range of military
equipment and platforms that are produced by businesses across Georgia.

HiH
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Put It In Perspective: “In 2013, the federal government appropriated $50 billion for the
victims of Hurricane Sandy, mostly in New Jersey. In 2017, $136 billion was appropriated for
three different hurricanes and wildfires. Our disaster relief package was just $13.5 billion, and
$3 billion of that went to the farmers in the Southeast. We had a compromise disaster relief
bill, and it should have been passed.”

Not Giving Up On Disaster Relief: “We are still negotiating and working on it. We’ll find
some way to get disaster relief to the Senate floor. We have to make sure it can pass the House
as well.”

HiH

Senator Perdue is the only Fortune 500 CEQO in Congress and is serving his first term in the United States Senate,
where he represents Georgia on the Armed Services, Banking, Budget, and Agriculture Committees.
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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delete the email immediately.
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recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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From: Burns, Kathy (Perdue)

To: Joyce White

Subject: Valley Partnership Mtg

Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 7:47:56 PM
Hi,

| am in a Valley Partnership meeting and Amy Carter/GDEcD Deputy
Commissioner in Rural GA Inititatives is the guest speaker.

She just mentioned you as a resource for rural broadband! Rockstar!!

Do you have your documents outlining Rural Broadband grants/available funds that
you shared in Macon on digits that you can send me? | would like to get those out to
our Valley Partnership members.

| hope you are doing well!

Thank you Joyce.

Very Respectfully,
Kathy

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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From:
Bcc:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Hello,

2020-RD-01160-F

Hamoud, Melody (CTR) - RD, Washington, DC

Rounsaville, John - RD, Jackson, MS; Proctor, Christopher - RD - Washington, DC; Wilson, James - RD,
Lexington, KY; Wilber, Michael - RD, Montgomery, AL; Legree, Shannon - RD, Washington, DC; Millhiser, Randall
- RD, Washington DC; Bowen, Allen - RD, Montgomery, AL; Gardner, Josef - RD, Midland, GA; Beeker, Chris -
RD, Montgomery, AL; Hayes, Andrew - RD, Jacksonville, FL; Roddy, Carolyn - RD, Washington, DC; Turbeville,
Debbie - RD, Columbia, SC; Leslie, James - RD, Walterboro, SC; White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA; Taylor, Reggie -
RD, Athens, GA; Dale, Gregory - RD, Washington, DC; Baker, Shelley - RD, Montgomery, AL; Legg, Hilda - RD,
Lexington, KY; Frantz, Timothy - RD, Great Bend, PA; Harris, Quinton - RD, Tuskegee, AL

Your Attendee Guide for the USDA ReConnect Program

Thursday, May 2, 2019 6:27:36 PM

05.02.10 ReConnect Attendee Guide Atlanta .pdf

Thank you for registering for the two-day USDA ReConnect Program Workshop taking place in
Auburn, Alabama on May 8 — 9, 2019.

The program is a combination of plenary and breakout sessions designed to equip attendees with
the information needed in order to plan and submit ReConnect applications. Please refer to the
attached guide intended to help you get the most of your time onsite. The document includes
information on the workshop agenda, speakers, venue, directions, Wi-Fi, parking and more.

We look forward to meeting you during the ReConnect Program Workshop next week and
supporting you with technical assistance questions.

From,

The USDA ReConnect Technical Assistance
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From: Zoller, Martha (Perdue)

To: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

Subject: Automatic reply: Farm Bill Listening Session
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 4:21:10 PM

I will be out of the office with very limited access to email. I will return your email on Thursday, April 19. For
immediate help, please contact Delaney Harrison at delaney harrison@perdue.senate.gov and she will direct your

inquiry to the correct person.

Sincerely,

Martha Zoller
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From: Zoller, Martha (Perdue)

To: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA
Subject: Automatic reply: Hey From Joyce
Date: Friday, January 12, 2018 3:35:29 PM

I will be off for Christmas with limited access to email.

Martha Zoller

2020-RD-01160-F
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From:

To:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Joyce White

White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

Bio

Tuesday, November 7, 2017 12:37:28 PM

J. White Staff Bio.docx
ATTO00001.txt
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From: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

To: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA
Subject: Congressional Brief

Date: Thursday, May 31, 2018 10:38:01 PM
Attachments: image004.png

image006.png
image010.png
image012.png

My name is Joyce White and I’'m the USDA state director for Rural
Development in Georgia.

Our mission here today is to put more tools in your toolbox so when
you are traveling around in your districts,

And come across a specific need

You'll be able to think “Hmmmm, | bet Rural Development might be
able to help with this need.

I've been blessed to be able to work for Secretary Perdue when he was
Governor and then Chief of Staff For Ag Commissioner Gary Black and
State Director for Senator David Perdue and now here in this current
position.

With that said, | think | have a unique perspective in that | can
remember the phone ringing or attending an event on behalf of the
Governor or Senator Perdue and a constituent needing help with
something that | couldn’t help them with and wished | would have had
the answers for them. So today, we some answers that you may not
know about and several of our program directors who can explain how
we can help in several different areas.

But as an overview, if you’ll take a look at your handout, you will see
that rural development is divided up into 6 regions or areas.
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We have a manager over each of these 6 areas and these folks are your
go to people depending on your region.

Phone numbers on the back and | can give you the area director’s name
for each. We have one of our area directors here today and her name
is Debra Bell Dison and she represents SW Georgia so Representative
Sanford Bishop’s area and some of Austin Scotts area. Our map
doesn’t match up completely with the congressional map.

If you look through here, you can see that we have loans and grants to
help entreprenuers start a small business or a large business

add on to their business

loans to build schools, libraries or medical facilities or purchase medical
equipment.

Building and bringing economic development to the small rural towns
who have dried up.

We’ve had a push to get schools or hospitals or other training facilities
to apply for our Distance Learning and Telemedicine grants. We held a
STEM session a few months ago and out of that listening session we've
had applications for a DLT grant.

This administration has had a big push on STEM and on fighting the
opioid crisis so extra dollars have been set aside for these issues. We
are excited about the possibilities and opportunities these grants may
bring our rural areas.

A major push of this administration is getting Broadband through out
Georgia.
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Joy Moten-Thomas

Assistant Adminiscracor for Community Development & Ourreach
Fort Valley State Universicy - Cooperative Extension Program
1005 State University Drive

Fort Valley, GA 31030
Qffice: (478} 825-6954 Fax: (478) B25-6986
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From: Taylor, Jacqueline - RD, Athens, GA

To: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

Subject: FW: 2018 Ham & Egg Legislative Breakfast Program
Date: Monday, April 2, 2018 9:19:28 AM

Attachments: 2018-HamEgg-Program-PROOF-3.5.pdf
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Office contact information:

Greg Ziesenhene

Regional Representative, Middle Georgia
Office of United States Senator David Perdue
3280 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 2640
Atlanta, GA 30305

Office Phone: (404) 865-0087

Office Fax: (404) 816-3435
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Joy Moten-Thomas

Assistant Administrator for Community Development & Outreach

Fort Vallcy Statc University - Cooperative Extension Program
1005 Stare University Drive

Fort Valley, GA 31030
Office: (478) 825-6954 Fax: (478) B25-6986
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From: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

To: White, Jeff

Subject: First Page of Speech - my background
Date: Sunday, August 19, 2018 9:54:06 PM
Attachments: First Page of Speech - my background.docx

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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From: Fry, Ben (Perdue)

To: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA
Subject: Friday

Date: Wednesday, July 11, 2018 5:19:11 PM
Joyce,

We've nailed down times! Please see below.

9 AM

Lewis Taylor Farms
195 Ty Ty Omega Road
Tifton, GA

Farm tour and working breakfast with stakeholders

1:35 PM

Georgia Forestry Association

551 North Frontage Road

Forsyth, GA

Townhall with forestry stakeholders

3:20 PM

UGA Griffin Campus

1109 Experiment Street

Griffin, GA

Tour of turf building and seed bank

Let me know if you need anything else from me.

Thanks,

Ben

2020-RD-01160-F
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From: Ziesenhene, Greg (Perdue)

To: joyce.white@ga.usda.gov

Subject: Ft Valley State University"s 2018 (36th annual) Ham & Egg Legislative Breakfast
Date: Wednesday, April 4, 2018 11:13:13 PM

Always great seeing you Joyce! Really enjoyed Ms. Hazlett’s presentation and meeting her today.

Greg
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Johnston/COMM/LU/CSC]

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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Senator Perdue is the only Fortune 500 CEQ in Congress and is serving his first term in the United States Senate,
where he represents Georgia on the Armed Services, Banking, Budget, and Agriculture Committees.

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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The information in this email is confidential and/or proprietary to Small Business Access Partners, Inc. and/or its affiliates. The
information transmitted herewith is intended only for use by the individual or entity to which it is addressed and, if it is proprietary
information, is never allowed for further dissemination. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any review, retransmission, dissemination, distribution, copying or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon

this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please contact the sender and delete the
material from your computer.
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From:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Good Morning,

2020-RD-01160-F

Natalie Webb

"DC""; "Davis, Rich - RD, Washington, DC"; joyce.white@ga.usda.gov; "Ron Tillett"; "DJ Mehigan"; "Jamie
McCurry"; "Thomas McNaull"; "Chris Altom"; "Diane Calmus"; randy.smith@ruralccalliance.com; "Russell
Caldwell"; "Brian Stavenger"; "Ross Manson"; "Sullivan, Mark (FHWA)"; Kim.Wills@tiftregional.com;
Chris.Dorman@tiftregional.com; "William Broydrick"

"DC™; "VA""; "O"Connor, Blanca - RD, Washington, DC"; "Rachel Adams"; "Melissa Henson Kalinosky"; "Jay
Ruais"; "Michael R Thomas"; thomas@thomasusaf.com; vasu@thomasusaf.com; "Bob Pennington"; Trae
Dorough

RE: Rural Community Infrastructure P3 Roundtable - Atlanta, GA

Thursday, August 16, 2018 10:09:20 AM

Atlanta Speaker and Panelist Contact Information.docx

Please see attached for the Speaker and Panelist Contact Information sheet and confirm your
information is correct.

Best Regards,

Natalie Connell Webb
Thomas USAF Group, LLC
Office Manager/Marketing Coordinator

3060 Peachtree

Road NW, Suite 1855

One Buckhead Plaza
Atlanta, Georgia 30305

404-365-2040
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unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender and delete the email immediately.
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conference or meeting, until we are back up and running. They allowed us to come in
this morning to shut down our computers, cancel meetings, etc. but we can’t conduct
any other business.

| just wanted to let you both know | may need to hold off and not commit to coming to
Cordele until Congress is able to fund the government. | hope you both will have a
great week.

Joyce White

State Director, Georgia

USDA Rural Development

355 E. Hancock Ave., Suite 300
Athens, GA 30601

Office 706-552-2585

From: Burns, Kathy (Perdue) [mailto:Kathy Burns@perdue.senate.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 9:48 AM

To: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA <Joyce.White@ga.usda.gov>
Subject: Hello

Hi Joyce,

We are covered in beautiful snow in West Central Georgia this morning. | hope you are
doing well and keeping warm.

Greg Turton from Cordele called yesterday and said that he had spoken to you recently.
He would like to know if you and | would like to visit him in Cordele to see what he has
accomplished with rural broadband. Would you be interested in doing this possibly on
Feb 6 at 11:00am? If this date/time isn't good for you he is open to other dates.

Thank you Joyce

Best to you!
Kathy

Kathy Burns
Regional Representative
Office of U.S. Senator David Perdue

<image003.jpg>
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for
the intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use
or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and subject the
violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this
message in error, please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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Assistant. | have emailed her to alert her.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Joyce White

State Director, Georgia

USDA Rural Development

355 E. Hancock Ave., Suite 300
Athens, GA 30601

Office 706-552-2585

2020-RD-01160-F

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and

delete the email immediately.
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penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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From: Fry, Ben (Perdue)

To: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA
Subject: RE: USDA Agency Briefing in Georgia
Date: Wednesday, May 30, 2018 4:24:49 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
image005.png
image006.png

Joyce,

I am so sorry! | completely dropped the ball on responding to you yesterday. I'm going to try and
make it. Will RSVP now. Andrew is planning to attend as well.

Sounds like there are lots of great things going on- I’'m getting all kinds of great USDA Rural
Development announcements for projects here in Georgia.

Look forward to seeing you and appreciate all the help you and your team have given us.
See you Friday!
Thanks,

Ben

From: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA [mailto:Joyce.White@ga.usda.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2018 11:23 AM

To: Fry, Ben (Perdue) <Ben_Fry@perdue.senate.gov>

Subject: RE: USDA Agency Briefing in Georgia

Hey Ben: Itis not necessary that you attend. | feel like you know what USDA Rural Development
does, and you and | have a close enough working relationship, that you can always call me if you
have any question and vice versa.

| have worked with Andrew Seaver. He’s sent a couple of items my way to see if we could help. He
might want to attend since he is Athens’ based.

| have also worked some with Chris Perkins. He is good about dropping in on small towns in rural
areas, meeting with Mayors and City Managers and then letting me know if there is a need in that
area where Rural Development might be able to help. We are currently working with Milner on
developing their downtown area.

Just know we have loans and grants for sewer, water projects, entrepreneurs working to start a
business in a rural area, business development loans and industry loans that would build a larger
company or business. We have loans for multi-family housing and for single family housing. All are
very low-interest loans that can be paid over an extended period of time.
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information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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Leslie A. Brown

Legislative Specialist

Office of External Affairs, Rural Development
United States Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., MailStop 0705
Washington, D.C. 20250

Phone: (202) 720-9928 | Fax: 1-844-875-9816
www.rd.usda.gov

“Committed to the future of rural communities”

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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>
> Kathy Burns
> Regional Representative

> Office of U.S. Senator David Perdue
>

>

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and delete the
email immediately.
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From: White, Joyce - RD, Athens, GA

To: Seaver, Andrew (Perdue)

Subject: Read: FW: Tallulah River/Tate City Road

Date: Monday, April 30, 2018 1:19:10 PM
Attachments: Read FW Tallulah RiverTate City Road.msg.msg

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law
and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please
notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended
recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the
information it contains may violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal
penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and
delete the email immediately.
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“I came to the U.S. Senate to change how Washington works, and I have not given up. We
will not solve our nation’s $21 trillion debt crisis by simply fixing our budget process, but we
won’t solve the debt crisis unless and until we fix our broken budget process.”

HiHt

Senator Perdue is the only Fortune 500 CEO in Congress and is serving his first term in the United States Senate,
where he represents Georgia on the Armed Services, Banking, Budget, and Agriculture Committees.
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important loans used by farmers to start and grow their operations.

“Agriculture is Georgia’s largest economic driver and our farmers are the backbone of the
industry,” said Senator Perdue. “Whether our farmers are just starting out or are looking to
expand and improve, it’s critical they have the financial flexibility they need to get their farms
up and running. I’'m proud to work on strengthening this important loan program for our
country’s farmers.”

The bipartisan Farm Service Agency Loan Flexibility Act, sponsored by Senator Perdue and
Senator Gary Peters (D-MI), would provide the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm
Service Agency (FSA) with the authority it needs to issue approved loans during times of high
demand and irregular funding from Congress. FSA’s operating loans are used by beginning
farmers, women and minorities, and other disadvantaged borrowers for expenses such as
livestock, equipment, and seed, while ownership loans help farmers develop land.

“For many farmers—and new farmers in particular—access to capital is a top issue, and in
years past, the inability of FSA to lend to farmers in need because of loan program caps has
been problematic for our industry,” said Gerald Long, President of Georgia Farm Bureau.
“Georgia Farm Bureau is pleased that Senator Perdue (R-GA) has chosen to lead on this issue
and many other agriculture issues in Congress.”

HiH

Senator Perdue is the only Fortune 500 CEO in Congress and is serving his first term in the United States Senate,
where he represents Georgia on the Armed Services, Banking, Budget, and Agriculture Committees.
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visa lottery.”

Time For Action: “It’s time for action. The American people demand it, but this should not
be tied to funding the government. Our men and women in uniform deserve better.”

HH

Senator Perdue is the only Fortune 500 CEQ in Congress and is serving his first term in the United States Senate,
where he represents Georgia on the Armed Services, Banking, Budget, and Agriculture Committees.
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