U.S. Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Prisons

Central Office
320 First St., NW
Washington, DC 20534

September 1, 2020

Daniel McGrath, Esq.
American Oversight
1030 15tk Street, NW
Suite B255
Washington, DC 20005

Sent via e-mail to: daniel.mcgrath@americanoversight.org
RE: FOIA Request No. 2019-05253
Dear Mr. McGrath:

This is the first rolling release in response to the above-referenced Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request submitted by Bianca Tylek, Worth Rises Executive
Director and Austin Evers, American Oversight Executive Director. Additional
determinations and releases will be forthcoming.

Enclosed with this determination letter are 200 pages of records processed in
response to Request No. 2019-05253. After careful review, our office determined 22
pages are appropriate for release in full; 170 pages are appropriate for release in
part; two (2) pages must be withheld in their entirety; and six (6) pages were non-
responsive to the request. Records were redacted or withheld in full from disclosure
pursuant to Title 5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(5), (b)(6), (b)(7)(C), and (b)(7)(E).

If you have questions about this response please feel free to contact the
undersigned, this office, or the Bureau of Prisons FOIA Public Liaison, Mr. C.
Darnell Stroble, at: 202-616-7750; 320 First Street NW, Suite 936, Washington, DC
20534; or ogc efoia@bop.gov.

Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services
(OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the
FOIA mediation services they offer. The OGIS may be contacted at: Office of
Government Information, Services, National Archives and Records Administration,
Room 2510, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001; ogis@nara.gov;
202-741-5770 (phone); 1-877-684-6448 (toll free); or 202-741-5769 (fax).
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If you are not satisfied with my response to this request, you may administratively
appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, 441 G St., NW, 6tt Floor, Washington, DC 20530, or you may
submit an appeal through OIP’s FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following
the instructions on OIP’s website (https//www.justice gov/oip/submit-and-track-
request-or-appeal). Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically transmitted
within 90 days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your appeal
by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of
Information Act Appeal.”

rely,

eborah Locke
forgygene Baime, Supervisory Attorney

Encl.
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Re: Leidel Return Rate

From ®®© D, foxe |

To x]j®® ]exe Jexe ]@e]®©  Bonya Thompson
Date 2019/08/09 08:04

Subject: Re: Leidel Return Rate

Attachments: TEXT.htm

Hello I(b)(
(fb')(i)(E)

ksﬁ”‘i)

es we can probably do that. However, it's going to take several weel
f everything goes smoothly. Also what infrences
are to be drawn from the recidivism of inmates released fromone RRC? As you know, multipl dozens of
things can affect if an inmate recidivates or not. Given the above, let us know if you want us to proceed.

(b)(6)

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

- eeee- Original message -----~--

From: [ [®)X6) T[®)E) !
Date: 8/9/19 6:24 AM (GMT-05:00)

To: [®XE) 1D [®)6) T oo _1®Ee ke _1[®6 |
Subject: Fwd: Leidel Return Rate

>>> 08/09/2019 0624 >>>

the Director asked us to ascertain if we can obtain recidivism statistics from one RRC and how difficult
that would be, is there anyway we can determine if any of the individuals listed on these two sheets has
returned to custody (Feds or local) or had a arrest?? Any assistance you can provide would be greatly
appreciated.

Administrator

Residential Reentry Management Branch
Federal Bureau of Prisons

400 First Street, NW,

Room 2009

|(b)(6) l

s> > [B®]Burch [0©® | 8/8/2019 3:48 PM > > > DOJ-19-0929-B-000001
Good afternoon Sir. FOIA #2019-05253: RR#1 - BOP00001
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questions
about
any
evacuation
plans

for

Liedell
should

it
become
necessary.
Please
pass

on

to
whomever
needs

it

that

they

can

feel

free

to
contact
me
directly

if

any
questions
come

up

or

for
approval
of

the

plan.

I

would
appreciate
being

cc

on
anything
submitted
to

the

RRM

or

SMT.
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On Feb 27,2017, at 10:33 AM, The Post Dispatch <thepostcitydispatch@gmail.com> wrote:

Steve..we will use the memo this week on the front page of the dispatch..
Can | please get a quote from you?

Thanks Julia

Julia Childs
Managing Editor
1(888)400-1083

Post Dispatch
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RE: D.C. Visit

From Nancy Ayers
To Issa Arnita
Date 2017/05/01 10:36

Subject: RE: D.C. Visit
Attachments: TEXT.htm
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I am looking into several reports regarding the the River Correctional Facility that the conditions are unsafe. I've heard from several sources concerned at

T am interested in conducting an interview with the GEO group Inc. regarding this. Please feel free to give me a call: 757-355-1424 with any further quest

I look forward to hearing from you.

All my best,

Laura Caso

757-355-1424
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My name is Laura Caso with WAVY TV out of Portsmouth, Virginia.

I am looking into several reports regarding the the River Correctional Facility that the conditions are unsafe. I've heard from several sources concerned at

I am interested in conducting an interview with the GEO group Inc. regarding this. Please feel free to give me a call: 757-355-1424 with any further quest

I look forward to hearing from you.

All my best,

Laura Caso

757-355-1424
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Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Laura Caso <Laura.Caso@wavy.com<mailto:Laura.Caso@wavy.com>>

Date: April 26, 2018 at 11:37:05 AM EDT

To: "media(@geogroup.com<mailto:media@geogroup.con>" <media(@geogroup.com<mailto:media@geogroup.com=>>
Subject: WAVY TV request

Hello,

My name is Laura Caso with WAVY TV out of Portsmouth, Virginia.

I am looking into several reports regarding the the River Correctional Facility that the conditions are unsafe. I've heard from several sources concerned at

I am interested in conducting an interview with the GEO group Inc. regarding this. Please feel free to give me a call: 757-355-1424 with any further quest

I look forward to hearing from you.

All my best,

Laura Caso

757-355-1424
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"Prison
uprising

quelled

 Inmates housed at

Rivers Corrections
refuse ‘lockdown’

By CAL BRYANT
Editor

WINTON — An inmdent
here last week at Rivers Cor-

- rectional Institution was ap-

parently controlled by the
staff of the private prison lo-
cated just outside of Winton.
While efforts made by this
newspaper to contact the

“ GEO Group, the parent com-’
 pany of Rivers Correctional,
“'failed, details of the incident
" ‘were gained through Hert-

ford County Sheriff Dexter
Hayes. 5
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folks to see.

“There are 21 debts
right now as of July 1st,”
he noted, pointing ran-
domly at each one. “And
this shows how much

er l1iedaunen ridaiil. Lie Lie.

McDuffie said the com-  “Once we take care of

bined minimum pay- about 14 of these, then

ment due was $1.9 mil- we could have about a

lion annually on the total million dollars a year

of $21,273,000. that we could start put-
“If we pay the mini- ting against these bigger

e uUdUA  WwWiere
town qualifies for 55 per-
cent grant money up to
$50,000 on the purchase
of some law enforcement
equipment.

“And if we take that

e

ne pieages to:00 tnar.

A silver lining he fig-
ures could come if the
town decides to ‘push
pause’, as he referred it,
and do more than pay-
off debt, but also use the

CANA 1t wun1 pe 1ong
before we're going to be
pulling some more off,”
chirped McDuffie. “And
that will build some mo-
mentum to free us fropg‘

PRISON:
Cmumad fmm |

- Hayes said he was noti-
fied on Tuesday night of
last week that in excess
of 100 inmates refused
to be locked down fol-
lowing some sort of dis-
turbance reported in a
secured outside area of
the prison.

“We were informed
that an incident oc-
curred among some in-
mates who were outside
and they refused in-
structions by the prison

staff to go to an assigned managed to break into
area,” Hayes said. “Ap- the office of a prison
parently this ' distur- counselor from where
bance carried forward they used the telephone
inside as I learned that to call the media, their
numerous inmates in family members, and
one of the prison’s hous- even Hertford County’s
ing units refused to be E-911 (dispatch) Center,
placed on lockdown.” “Our dispatch center
Hayes added that the was flooded with phone
inmates' ‘who were in calls from inmates who
the secured area outside said there were multiple

' reportedly showed their injuries involved with

reluctanceto follow com- what they termed as a
mands from the prison- riot at Rivers Correc-
staff by staging a “sitin.” tional,” Hayes said. “I

The Sheriff said he immediately got on the
was also made aware phone with the warden
that some of the inmates there and discovered

that

the
being shared by the in-
mates was false.”

However, Hayes said
he “sided with caution”
and notified Hertford
County Emergency Man-
agement and Hertford
County EMS. '

“l wanted them to be
aware of what was taking

place at the prison and’

for them to be on stand-
by just in case they were
needed,” Hayes said. “I
also sent my deputies to
patrol the area near the
prison, but they were not
to. go onto the property

information

*

because our assistance
was not requested by the
warden.”

Hayes said he did of-
fer the services of his de-
partment to the warden.

“l was advised that
they were able to gain
complete ‘control ‘of the
inmates who had refused
to go into lockdown by
around 5:30 a.m. the next
morning (Wednesday,
Sept. 6),” Hayes stated.

The - Sheriff said he
was informed by the Riv-
ers Correctional warden
that no inmates or staff
were injured during the

some of this debt.” 0
o

S

incident. o
“Po date, I have n&
been presented ar®

"¢ases by the prison sta

that would involve my
department in maki
any arrests on crimin
charges linked to this
incident,” Hayes con-
cluded.

Rivers Correctional In-
stitution, which opened
in 2001, houses inmates
from the District of Co-
lumbia through a con-
tract’ between the GEO
Group and the Federal
Bureau of Prisons. It has
a capacity of 1,450.
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chased 2.5 acres of land
directly behind its main
facility with dreams of
building a new Fellow-
ship Hall. This building
would include a new and
larger kitchen and much
needed storage space.

“Anyone that has
worked in the kitchen at
the little building across
the road knows that
more space was needed,”
‘Barr noted.

In the fall of 2[)11 a
committee was appoint-
ed to visit the fellowship
halls of local churches
and come up with a plan

that would fit the needs

came up withadreamde- tablishment of a plaque
sign and with the help of so that both current and
A. R. Chesson Construc- former church members
tion Company, drawings could memorialize or
of the building and floor honor their loved ones.
plans were made. Those names were en-

With a project cost in graved on the plagues
mind, : members of the with a minimum do-
church launched its first nation of $200. These
barbequed chicken and plaques are now located
live auction fundraiser in the foyer of the new

in the spring 0f2012. This Fellowship Hall and con-:

was followed by a yard tinue to receive dona-
sale by the WMU in early tions. :
summer and another In the spring of 2016,
barbeque chicken din- the building fund had
ner in the fall, These reached nearly three-
three fundraisers have fourths' of the money
become annual events ‘needed for construction.
since that time, with all A contract was awarded
proceeds benefitting the to Revelle Builders of
Fellowship Hall Build- Murfreesboro for con-
ing Fund. struction., The remain-
Another fundraising ing cost of the project

‘a loan from Southern
Bank. Coenstruction be-

gan in the fall of last year
and the building was
formally dedicated, com-
plete with a meal, this
past Sunday. - i

“We are not through;
we still have a debt to
pay, and our annual fun-
draisers will continue,”
Barr said.

“We could not have
made it this far without
the will of our God, the
hard work of our church
family, our community,
friends in the surround-
ing counties and local
businesses.” Thank ' you
to all that have support-
ed our goal and pray that
you continue your sup-
port,” sheadded. .

ship Hall was located
across the road from the
church.: That 24 x 40
building traces'its roots
to 1950, constructed then
by the Home Demonstra-
tion Club (HDC).
Research  performed
by St. John Baptist
Church Deacon Joe
Askew shows that facil-
ity — known by many as
the Community Building
— was used extensively
by the church due to
the fact that many of its
women members were
also part of the HDC.
Over the vyears up-
grades were made to the
building with the addi-
tion of a 12’ x 21’ kitchen.
Later, men’s and wom-
en's restrooms angi cen-

added. :

In the mid 1990's, the
HDC was dissolved and
the ownership of the
building was transferred
to the church.

“The building has
served the community
and the church well over

the years, but due to its

age is in need of repairs,”
Askew noted in his re-
search. “The road sepa-
rating it from the church
has been-and remains a
great concern for both
our children and older
members. The elevated
bathrooms are also a
safety concern for our
elderly.”

All of those problems
are now solved with the
opening of the new Fel-
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