
   
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
   
 

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
330 C Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

 

  

November 5, 2019 
 
Austin Evers 
American Oversight  
030 15th St NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
Via email: foia@americanoversight.org 
 
Re: ACF FOIA 19-F-0036 and 19-F-0194 (American Oversight v. U.S. Department of 
Commerce et. al., Case No. 19-cv-912) 
 
Dear Mr. Evers: 
  
This is an interim response pertaining to Case No. 19-cv-912 filed April 2, 2019, relating to 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests 19-F-0036 and 19-F-0194, submitted to the 
Administration for Children and Families. 
 
FOIA requests 19-F-0036 and 19-F-0194 seek the following records: 
 

All calendars or calendar entries for any of the following individuals, including any 
calendars maintained on behalf of these individuals: 
 

• Scott Lloyd 
• Jonathan Hayes 
• Lynn Johnson 
• Clarence Carter 
• Pedro Moreno 
• Anna Pilato 
• Mary Powers 

 
Enclosed are 197 pages of responsive records. Seven additional pages were forwarded to the 
Office of the Secretary (OS), Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and to other 
federal agencies for consultation on those pages that originated within those offices.      
  
Some of the information on the disclosed pages has been withheld under the FOIA exemptions 
(b)(5) and (b)(6). The exemption (b)(5) protects inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or 
letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 
agency. The exemption protects agency deliberations, both internal and with agency contractors 
and consultants, attorney-client privileged records and attorney work product. In this case, the 
withheld information includes pre-decisional discussions within the agency and between agency 
staff and contractors about management of the program and individual children, sensitive 
communications between agency staff seeking legal advice and counsel on policy and other 
matters and documentation of attorney thoughts and work in anticipation of litigation.  
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FOIA exemption (b)(6) permits the withholding of records which, if released, would constitute a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. In this case, the withheld information consists 
of the identities and/or other private information of private individuals and the work cell phones 
of federal employees. Public disclosure of this information would constitute an invasion of 
privacy of those individuals whose identifying information was disclosed. In withholding the 
information, the individual’s privacy interest was balanced against any public interest in 
disclosure. In each instance where information was withheld, it was determined that the 
individual’s privacy interests outweighed any public interest in disclosure of the withheld 
information. Disclosure of the withheld information would invade the privacy of the subject 
individuals but would reveal nothing about the operations or activities of the government.    
 
We will continue to produce records to you. If you are not satisfied with any aspect of the 
processing and handling of this request, you may contact the Assistant United States Attorney in 
the United States Department of Justice who is handling this case for the Department. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
      
 
           
                                                               
Celeste Smith  
FOIA Director 
Office of Communications 
Administration for Children and Families 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Washington, D.C. 
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