
March 18, 2020 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Washington, DC 20528 

Homeland 
Security 

SENT VIA EMAIL TO: mmaxman@cohengresser.com, elai@cohengresser.com; 

daniel.mcgrath@americanoversight.org  

Melissa H. Maxman,  

Erica C. Lai 

COHEN & GRESSER LLP  

2001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 300 

Washington, DC 20006 

Daniel A. McGrath 

AMERICAN OVERSIGHT 

1030 15th Street NW, B255 

Washington, DC 20005 

Re: 19- CV-01764 (2019-HQFO-00408)

American Oversight vs DHS

First Interim Release

Dear Ms. Maxman: 

This is our final response to your client’s Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to 

the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), dated February 8, 2019. 

For this production, DHS reviewed 45 pages of which 23 are withheld in part pursuant to FOIA 

exemptions (b)(6), (b)(7)(c) and (b)(7)(e). 22 pages were duplicates.  

The 23 pages for release are bates stamped DHS-001-0408-000001 to DHS-001-0408-000023. 

If you have any questions regarding this release, please contact Assistant United States Attorney, 

Brenda Horowitz, United States Attorney’s Office by email at Brenda.Gonzalez.Horowitz@usdoj.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Bradley E. White 

 Sr. Director 

 Privacy Office Appeals/Litigation

Enclosure: 23 pages
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From: 
FLANAGAN, PATRICK S ~(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

Laoan David {b) (6) I 

To: 
Kb)(6) I 
Metzler Alan rbl /6) I 

(b)(6) I> 
Nielsen, Kirstjen lth\ lR\ I 
l<b )/6\ I 

CC: 
ALLES, RANDOLPH D 1th\,.,,. ( h \f .;, \( (' \ I 

l h \l a-\- / h \/ 7\ / r"'\ 

MCALEENAN, KEVIN K ih\ lR\ lh\ 17\ lr. \ I 
t(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 

Subject : RE: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 

Will do. 

V/R 
Patrick 

Date: 

Priority : 

Type: 

Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

2017/02/22 19:53 : 12 

Normal 

Note 

From: Lapan, David 
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 12:07:19 AM 
To: FLANAGAN, PATRICK S; Metzler, Alan 
Cc: Nielsen, Kirstjen; ALLES, RANDOLPH D; MCALEENAN, KEVIN K 

I 

Subject : RE: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

We briefed S 1 on these two cases. He'd like an update when the parents in the Ohio case 
are released with (presumably) a Notice to Appea r. Please send to Kirstjen , Gene and 
Matt King when appropriate. 

r/Dave 

From: FLANAGAN, PATRICK S 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 6:24:30 PM 
To: Metzler, Alan 
Cc: Nielsen, Kirstjen; ALLES, RANDOLPH D; MCALEENAN, KEVIN K; Lapan, David 
Subject: RE: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 
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Sir, 

Good Evening. Per your request for updates on San Ysidro and Sandusky please see below . 

Update on San Ysidro 

Summary: On February 21, 2017, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers at the San 
Ysidro, CA Port of Entry (POE) were notified by Mexican authorities that a 45 year-o ld male 
Mexican citizen, who was the subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP and turned over to 
Mexican Authorities, committed suicide by jumping off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico. The subject 
arrived into the U.S. on foot via the vehicles lanes and claimed political asylum. However, 
during a sworn interview, he admitted to coming to the U.S., to work and expressed no fear of 
returning to Mexico. Approximately 3½ hours after he was returned, he committed suicide. 
Media attention has begun. 

• OFO has reviewed video from primary and secondary . We are trying to obtain video 
from the Mexican authorities to see if there was any additional activity on the bridge 
that occurred prior to the suicide. 

• The Director, Field Operations in San Diego talked to his staff who dealt with l(b)(6); Ito 
determine the subjects behavior while he was in our custody. CBPOs found the 
subject's behavior to be normal. I've attached our records from the inspection as the 
first attachment. 

• Additional details on the encounter provided in the initial email below. 

CBP Statement on the incident: 

• "CBP received a report of a man who allegedly jumped off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico 
resulting in his death. On Feb. 20, the man presented himself to CBP off icers at the San 
Ysidro port of entry, had no legal documents to enter the U.S., and was found to be 
inadmissible. He was repatriated to Mexico on February 21, 2017, and turned over to 
Mexican officials. Out of respect for the family of the deceased, we decline further 
comment at this time." 

Update on Sandusky Bay 

Summary: During a traffic stop on February 21st with the Ohio State Highway Patrol as part of 

Operation fb)(7)(E) I Border Patrol Agents encountered a family of four. Mother and Father 
are!(b)(6); (bl(7l(Cl I 
It appears Sandusky Bay will be processing the Mother and Father and turning them over to ERO 
for processing. Sandusky Bay has turned over the son and daughter to Child Protective Services. 

• Two (2) Border Patrol agents were assigned to co-patrol in Ohio State Highway Patrol 
vehicles to detect, interdict, and apprehend individuals and organ izations involved in 
smuggling and contraband through the Sandusky Bay area of responsibility as part of 

AMERICAr--.. 
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.... l(b_)(_7l_(E_) ______ _.I Additional information on _l(b_)(_7)_(E_) ___ ~l attached. 

• The fb)(?)(E) I is to detect, interdict , and apprehend those engaged in 
human and contraband trafficking. 

• OBP requested that we not share the name of the Operation with the press and not to 
bring attention to the Ohio State Highway Patrol. 

Talking Points: 

• We are not at liberty to discuss the specifics of an individual's processing due to the 
Privacy Act. Under the Enhancing Public Safety in the Inter ior of the United States 
executive order , with extremely l imited exceptions , DHS w ill not exempt classes or 
categories of removal aliens from potential enforcement. All of those in violation of the 
immigration laws may be subject to enforcement proceedings, up to and includ ing 
removal from the United States. 

• Congress has defined DH S's role and responsibilities regarding the enforcement of the 
immigration laws of the United States. Effective immediately, and consistent with Article 

II, Section 3 of the U.S. Constitut ion and Section 3331 ofTitle 5, U.S. Code, Department 
personnel shall faithfully execute the immigration laws of the United States against all 
removable aliens. 

• The United States Border Patrol can confirm we encountered a family of four on 
Tuesday, February 21, 2017. The family consisted of two United States Citizen children 
who have been turned over to Ottawa County Department of Job and Family Services. 

The parents are Mexican nationals and have been turned over to U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement , Enforcement and Removal Operations. 

V/R 
Patrick 

Patrick Flanagan 
!11-.S1"R~ rrnf v?-Z°" 

Notice . FOR OFFIEH.'tb USE Otlb ¥ this transmission co ntains material cove red by the Privacy Act of 1974 and shou ld be viewed 
on ly by personne l having an o fficial "need to know. " If yo u are not the intended recipient, be awa re that any disclosu re, copying, 
dist ribut ion or use of the content of this infonnation is prohibited . If you have receive d this conunun icat ion in e1rnr, please notify me 
immediately by emai l and delete the original message. 

From: Metzler, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 1:59 PM 
To: FLANAGAN, PATRICK Sl(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 
,..,::C:..:c~: :....:N.:,::ie:..:,ls;;,:e:..:,n:.:...,...:.K::.:.:i r:..:s~tj:..:e.:..:n-=:kh='r==R'=====:;-----~1 ALLES, RANDOLPH D 
.... l(b_)(6_);_(b_)(_7)_(C_) _______ __.I MCALEENAN, KEVIN K 
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~b)(6); (b)(?)(C) I Lapan, David l._<b_)(6_) _______ __. 

Subject : FW: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 

Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

Patrick, thank you for the two flags today. Can you please provide more detail on the San Ysidro 

report by 6pm this evening. 

Also, please add info on the Sandusky Bay apprehensions as well. 

Objective would be to provide the Secretary with detailed facts and to prepare him for 

engagements with senior GOM officials. 

Thanks, Alan 

From: Nielsen, Kirstjen 

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 1:47 PM 

To: Metzler, Alan b)(6) Hoffman, Jonathan .,,...,..,,.,,.,....---------------.------' b)(6) Lapan, Davidf ~b_)(6_) _______ ___, 

Cc: Corbin, Susan "'"!(b-")(""6) ________ ___,! 

Subject: RE: Situational Awareness : EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 

Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Me xico - Med ia Attention 

Thx. Will need background on this for tomorrow 
Thx 

From: Metzler, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 1:39 :49 PM 
To: Nielsen, Kirstjen; Hoffman, Jonathan; Lapan, David 
Cc: Corb in, Susan 
Subject: FW: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

For your awareness. 

From: FLANAGAN, PATRICK S 
Sen t: Wednesday , February 22, 2017 11:08 AM 

To: Met zler, Alanfb )(6) I Higgins, Jennifer 
(b)(6) 

Cc: FRIEL, M ICHAEL J (b)(6); (b)(7)(C) MCALEENAN, KEVIN K 
""b.,...,)(=6)"""; (,...,.b)""(7,....,.)(C""') ___ __... _____ ___,, ____ ~ 

Subject: FW: Situational Awareness : EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 

Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

DCoSs 

An incident in San Ysidro to flag for your awareness. 

AMERICAr--.. 
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On February 21, 2017, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers at the San Ysidro, CA 
Port of Entry (POE) were notified by Mexican authorities that a 45 year-old male Mexican 
citizen, who was the subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP and turned over to Mexican 
Authorities, committed suicide by jumping off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico . The subject arrived 
into the U.S. on foot via the vehicles lanes and claimed political asylum. However, dur ing a 
sworn interview, he admitted to coming to the U.S., to work and expressed no fear of returning 
to Mexico. Approximately 3½ hours after he was returned, he committed suicide. Media 
attention has begun. 

Thanks. 

V/R 
Patrick 

Patrick Flana an 
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

Notice. FOR OFF!CI.'tL U£ 11 O~'LY" th is transmission conta ins material covered by the Privacy Act of 1974 and shou ld be viewed 
only by personne l having an offic ial "need to know. " If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosu re, co pying, 
dist ribution or use of the content of this information is prohibited. If you have receive d this communication in error, please notify me 
immediately by emai l and delete the original message . 

From:~b)(6); (b)(?)(C) ~ A on behalf of OFO-FIELD LIAISON 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 10:32:07 AM 
To: EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS HQ; MCALEENAN, KEVIN Kf._b_l<5_l;_(b_l<_7l_<c_) ________ _. 

kb}(6); fbl{7)(Cl 
Cc: (b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

Subject: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Office of Field Operations 

Bullets for the Executive Assistant Commissioner 
February 22, 2017 

Situational Awareness 

San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP 
Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

Summary: 
On Febmary 21, 2017, U.S . Custo ms and Border Protection (CBP) officers at the San 
Ysidro, CA Port of Entry (POE) were notified by Mexican authorities that a 45 year -old 
male Mexican citizen , who was the subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP and turned 
over to Mexican Author ities, committed suicide by jumping off a bridge in Tijuana, 
Mex ico. The subject arrived into the U.S . on foot via the vehicles lanes and claimed 
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political asylum. However , during a sworn interview , he admitted to coming to the U.S., 
to work and expressed no fear of returning to Mexico . Approxim ately 3 ½ hours after he 
was returned, he committed suicide . Media attention has begun. 

Detai ls: 
On February 20, 2017, at 1015 hours (PST), CBP officers conducting pre-primary roving 
operations at the San Ysidro POE encountered !(bl(6); (bl(7l(Cl I 
l(b)(~); ICOC: Mexico), who walked up vehicle lane #10 and initially requested political 
asylum. 

CBP l(b)(5); (b)(? )(C) !handcuffed !(bl\ ~\ ~. !for officer safety and escorted him to the 
security office where a supervisory approved pat down search was conducted with 
negative results. 

)~()~(;r., as verified to be a citizen and national of Mexico. Kb)(6); I had no 
documents to enter the U.S . \~1\~t -, and he was turned over to the CBP Admissibility 
Enforcement Unit (AEU) for disposition. 

During a sworn statement as part of his Expedited Removal proceedings ,t~1\~1:~, 
admitted to being a citizen of Mexico who was attempting entry into the U.S. without 
documents. 

~\)~\rel stated he claimed political asylum to the CBP officer because he did not know 
what else to say. 

b}(6); 
b)(7)(C) 

indicated he wanted to enter the U.S. to work. 

"""""'-'-""'-' - ..... was asked three times if he had fear of being returned to Mexico and he stated 
he did not have any fear of being returned to Mexico. 

fb l(6); ~- !was asked three times ifhe would be harmed when returned to his home 
country and he stated that he would not be harmed. 

~~11~1;,..., !was served with an 1-860 (Notice and Order of Expedited Removal) , and was 
summarily removed from the United States pursuant to section 212(a)(7)(A)(i)(l) of the 
INA (Immigration Nationality Act) . 

~()~(;r, was returned to Mexico at approximately 0800 hours on February 21, 2017 and 
turned over to the custody of the Mexican Immigration (IN AMI) . 

At approximately 1130 hours, INAMI notified Internation al Liaison Unit (ILU) Chief 
!(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) !that t~1\~L, I had committed suicide by jumping off a bridge in Tijuana , 
Mexico shortly after his release from their custody. 
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Media interest has begun: 
http://www.el-
mexicano.com .mx/ informacion/noticias / 1/22/policiaca/20 l 7/02/2l / 1016534/ identifican­
a-deportado-gue-se-suicido 

The Advanced Targeting Unit (ATU) is in the process of pullin g all availa ble video 
assoc iated with this event. 

fbl(5); (b)(7)(C) !has no prior crossings in the last 6 month s. 

Subject's Information: 
Name: rb)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

DOB: l Gender: .__.,,._M..,,.a--.l_e __________ _., 

COC: MEXICO 
COR: MEXICO 
POB : -rb-')(6..:.,);=(b .... )(~7)""'(c=) '-------------~ 

PPN: 
NIV : 
FIN: 
b)(7)(E) 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(7)(E) 

o cross mgs m 

Submitted by: f b)(6); (b)(7)(C) I Field Liais on Divisi on 
Date/ Time: February 22, 2017 / 0900 hours 

AMERICAr--.. 
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Recipient: 

Sent Date: 

Delivered Date: 
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~b)(6); (b)(? )(C) 

Lapan, David i bl(6) 
(b )(6) 
Metzler, Alan l(b}(6) 
h \(R\ 

Nielsen, Kirstjen Kb)(6) 
/h \/R\ 

ALLES, RANDOLPH D l(b)(6); (b)(? )(C) 
(b)(6): (b)(? )(C) 
MCALEENAN, KEVIN K k'b)(6) (bl(? l(C l 
b)(6): (b)(? )(C) 

2017/02/22 19:53:11 

2017/02/22 19:53:12 
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From: 
Metzler, AlanKb)(6) I 
/h\/fi \ I 

To: 
FLANAGAN, PATRICK S [b)(6): (b)(7)(C) I 
h\lf; \ · / h\17 \lr.\ I 

Nielsen, Kirstjen l<b )(6) 
f h\/fi\ 

I 
I 

ALLES, RANDOLPH D kb)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 
CC: t h\/fi\ /h\ /7\ /C:\ I 

MCALEENAN, KEVIN K l(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) I 
b)(6) (b)(7)(C) I 
Laoan David 1/h\ lR\ · th \17\ tr.\ I 
(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) I 

Subject: RE: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

Date: 2017/02/22 19:00:21 

Priority : Normal 
Type: Note 

Thank you Patrick . 

From : FLANAGAN, PATRICK S 

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 6 :25 PM 

To: Metzler , Alan rb)(6) I 
Cc: Nie lsen, Kirstjen b)(6) ALLES, RANDOLPH D 
b)(6) MCALEENAN, KEVIN Kl~(b-)(6-)-----------~ 

Lapan, David Kb)(6) I 
Subject: RE: Situa ti onal Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subjec t of an 

Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - M edia Attention 

Sir, 

Good Evening . Per your request for updates on San Ysidro and Sandusky please see below. 

Update on San Ysidro 

Summary: On February 21, 2017, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) off icers at the San Ysidro, 

CA Port of Entry (POE) were notified by Mexican authorities that a 45 year-o ld male Mexican citizen, 

who was the subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP and turned over to Mexican Authorities, 

committed suicide by jumping off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico . The subject arrived into the U.S. on foot 

via the vehicles lanes and claimed political asylum. However, during a sworn interview, he admitted to 

coming to the U.S., to work and exp ressed no fear of returning to Mexico. Approximately 3½ hours after 

he was returned , he committed suicide. Media attention has begun . 

• OFO has reviewed video from primary and seconda ry. We are trying to obtain video from the 

Mexican authorities to see if there was any add it ional activity on the bridge that occurred prior 

to the suicide. 

AMERICAr--.. 
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• The Director, Field Operations in San Diego talked to his staff who dealt with l(b)(~); _ Ito 
determine the subjects behavior while he was in our custody. CBPOs found the subject's 
behavior to be normal. I've attached our records from the inspection as the first attachment. 

• Additional details on the encounter provided in the initial email below. 

CBP Statement on the incident: 

• "CBP received a report of a man who allegedly jumped off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico resulting 
in his death. On Feb. 20, the man presented himself to CBP officers at the San Ysidro port of 
entry, had no legal documents to enter the U.S., and was found to be inadmissible. He was 
repatriated to Mexico on February 21, 2017, and turned over to Mexican officials. Out of 
respect for the family of the deceased, we decline further comment at this time." 

Update on Sandusky Bay 

Summary: During a traffic stop on February 21st with the Ohio State Highway Patrol as part of 

Operation l<b)(7)(E) ~ Border Patrol Agents encountered a family of four . Mother and Father are 
kb)(6); (b)(7)(C) I It appears 
Sandusky Bay will be processing the Mother and Father and turning them over to ERO for processing. 
Sandusky Bay has turned over the son and daughter to Child Protective Services. 

• Two (2) Border Patrol agents were assigned to co-patrol in Ohio State Highway Patrol vehicles 
to detect, interdict, and apprehend individuals and organizations involved in smuggling and 
contraband through the Sandusky Bay area of responsibility as part of Operation .... ~b_)(7_)_(E_) __ __, 

Additional information on Operation f bl(7)(E) jattached. 

• The Operation Quick ~b)(7)(E) I is to detect, interdict, and apprehend those engaged in human 
and contraband trafficking. 

• OBP requested that we not share the name of the Operation with the press and not to bring 
attention to the Ohio State Highway Patrol. 

Talking Points: 

• We are not at liberty to discuss the specifics of an individual's processing due to the Privacy Act. 
Under the Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior of the United States executive order, with 
extremely limited exceptions, DHS will not exempt classes or categories of removal aliens from 
potential enforcement. All of those in violation of the immigration laws may be subject to 
enforcement proceedings, up to and including removal from the United States. 

• Congress has defined DHS's role and responsibilities regarding the enforcement of the 
immigration laws of the United States. Effective immediately, and consistent with Article 11, 
Section 3 of the U.S. Constitution and Section 3331 of Title 5, U.S. Code, Department personnel 
shall faithfully execute the immigration laws of the United States against all removable aliens. 
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• The United States Border Patrol can confirm we encountered a family of four on Tuesday, 

February 21, 2017. The family cons isted of two United States Citizen children who have been 
turned over to Ottawa County Department of Job and Family Services. The parents are Mexican 

nationals and have been turned over to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 

Enforcement and Removal Operations. 

V/R 
Patrick 

Patrick Flana an 
b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

Notice : fOR: OITIC!, 1,L eBE O?ILY - this transmiss ion con tains mater ial covered by the Pr ivacy Act of 1974 and should be viewed only by 
personne l having an official "need to know. " If you are not the intended rec ipien t, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the 
conten t of this information is proh ibited. If you have received this commu nication in error, please notify me immediately by email and delete the 
origina l message. 

From: Metzler, Alan 

Se nt: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 1:59 PM 
To: FLANAGAN, PATRICK S (b)(6); (b)(7)(C) ~~--'----------......--_, 
Cc: Nielsen, Kirstjen (b)(6) ALLES, RANDOLPH D 

l<b)(6); (b)(7)(C) IMCALEENAN, KEVIN K f..,,..b.,...,,)(6,..,...);...,,.<b...,...,)(7=-)<=c.,.....) ----------. 

Lapan, David Kb)(6) l 
Subject: FW: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 

Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

Patrick, thank you for the two flags today. Can you please provide more detail on the San Ysidro report 
by 6pm this evening. 

Also, please add info on the Sandusky Bay apprehensions as well. 

Objective would be to provide the Secretary with detailed facts and to prepare him for engagements 
with senior GOM officials. 

Thanks, Alan 

From: Nielsen, Kirstjen 
Se nt: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 1:47 PM 

To: Metzler, Alan l(b)(6) I Hoffman, Jonathanf ~b_)(_6) _________ ~ 

Lapan, David l"-(b-'-')(6--;:)========:::::::'....-~ 
Cc: Corbin, SusanK,__b-'--)(6-'-) ________ _, 
Subject: RE: Situational Awareness : EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mex ican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

Thx. Will need background on th is for tomorrow 
Thx 
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From: Metzler, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 1:39:49 PM 
To: Nielsen, Kirstj en; Hoffman, Jonathan; Lapan, David 
Cc: Corbin, Susan 
Subject: FW: Situat ional Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

For your awareness . 

From: FLANAGAN, PATRICK S 
Sent : Wednesday, February 22, 2017 11:08 AM 

To : Metzler, Alan !(b)(6) !Higgins, Jennifer .... rb_l<6_l _________ _. 
Cc: FRIEL, MICHAEL J J(b)(6); (b)(?)(C) I MCALEENAN, KEVIN K 

Kb)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

Subject: FW: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

DCoSs 

An incident in San Ysidro to flag for your awarene ss. 

On February 21, 2017, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers at the San Ysidro, CA Port of 
Entry (POE) were notified by Mexican authorities that a 45 year -old male Mexican citizen , who was the 
subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP and turned over to Mexican Author ities , committed suic ide by 
jumping off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico. The subject arrived into the U.S. on foot via the vehicles lanes 
and claimed pol itical asylum. However, dur ing a sworn interview, he admitted to coming to the U.S., to 
work and expressed no fear of returning to Mexico. Approximately 3½ hours after he was returned, he 
committed suicide. Media attention has begun. 

Thanks. 

V/R 
Patrick 

Patr ick Flanag an 
j(b)(6); (b)(?)(C) I 
Notice : rOR OJ I ,C,1'tt USE 0?11:,¥ this transmiss ion contains material covered by the Pr ivacy Act of I 974 and should be viewed only by 
personne l having an official "need to know. " i f you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosu re, copying, distribution or use of the 
conten t of this information is proh ibited. If you have received this commu nication in error, please notify me immediately by email and delete the 
origina l message. 

From: i<bl(6l; (b)(?)(Cl p n behalf of OFO-FI ELD LIAISON 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 10:32:07 AM 
To: EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS HQ; MCALEENAN, KEVIN K;f b)(B); (b)(?)(C) 

rb)(6); (b)(?)(C) 

1 

~---------------~ 
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Cc: rb )(6); (b)(7)(C) 

Subject: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an Expedited 
Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Office of Field Operations 

Bullets for the Executive Assistant Commissioner 
February 22, 2017 

Situati onal Awareness 

San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP Commits 
Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

Summary: 
On February 21, 2017, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers at the San Ysidro, 
CA Port of Entry (POE) were notified by Mexican authorities that a 45 year-old male Mexican 
citizen, who was the subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP and turned over to Mexican 
Authorities , committed suicide by jumping off a bridge in Tijuana , Mexico. The subject arrived 
into the U.S . on foot via the vehicles lanes and claimed political asylum. However, during a 
sworn interview, he admitted to coming to the U.S., to work and expressed no fear ofreturning 
to Mexico. Approximately 3½ hours after he was returned , he committed suicide. Media 
attention has begun. 

Details: 
On February 20, 2017, at IO 15 hours (PST), CBP officers conducting pre-primary roving 
operations at the San Ysidro POE encountered l ..... Cb_JC6_J_; C_bl_C?_J<c_J ____________ _, 

COC: Mexico) , who walked up vehicle lane # 10 and initially requested political asylum. 

CBP fb lC5); (b)(?)(C) !handcuffed Kbl(5); ~- tor officer safety and escorted him to the security 
office where a supervisory approved pat down search was conducted with negative results. 

~b)(6) ~ "fi d b . . d . 1 f M . b)(6) h d d ,c,m:"' as ven ie to ea citizen an nahona O exico. h\/7\;,.,, a no ocuments to 
enter the U.S. ~/\~\ ,_, and he was turned over to the CBP Admissibility Enforcement Unit 
(AEU) for disposition. 

During a sworn statement as part of his Expedited Removal proceedings , ;~(;~(re:, dmitted to 
being a citizen of Mexico who was attempting entry into the U.S. without documents. 

~)(~!,r, stated he claimed political asylum to the CBP officer because he did not know what 
else to say. 

(b)(6); 
(b)(?)(C) indicated he wanted to enter the U.S. to work. 

AMERICA~ 
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~b)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 
~l ----~ was asked three times if he had fear of being returned to Mexico and he stated he did 

not have any fear of being returned to Mexico. 
b)(6); (b)(?)(C) 

~---~ was asked three times if he would be harmed when returned to his home country and 
he stated that he would not be harmed. 

b)C5); (b)(?)(C) as served with an I-860 (Notice and Order of Expedited Removal), and was 
summarily removed from the United States pursuant to section 212(a)(7)(A)(i)(I) of the INA 
(Immigration Nationality Act). 

(b)(6); (b)(?)(C) 
as returned to Mexico at approximately 0800 hours on February 21, 20 17 and turned 

over to the custody of the Mexican Immigration (IN AMI). 

At approximately 1130 hours, INAMI notified International Liaison Unit (!LU) Chief !Cb)C61 
ICb)(6); _ lthatlC~)C~);___ lhad committed suicide by jumping off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico 

shortly after his release from their custody. 

Media interest has begun: 
http://www.el­
mexicano.com.mx/informacion/noticias/ 1/22/policiaca/2017/02/21/ 1016534/identifican-a­
deportado-gue-se-suicido 

The Advanced Targeting Unit (ATU) is in the process of pulling all available video associated 
with this event. 

f b)(6); 
h \ / 7 \/1""' \ pas no prior crossings in the last 6 months. 

Subject 's Information : 
Name : .,,.~b.,..,.JC6,,.,.J;...,,Cb..,.,J(=1,=cc.,..., -----------, 

DOB: l 
Gender: Male 
COC: MEXICO 
COR: ~M ... E,..,.X-=--IC"""'O...__ _________ --. 
POB: rb)(6); (b)(?)(C) 

PPN: .__ ----~------.....----1 
NIV: NIA 
b)(?)(E) 

AMEf ICAr--.. 
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b)(6) ; (b)(7)(C); (b)(7)( E) 

NCIC: Negative 
CROSSING: No cross ings in the past 6 (six) months 

Submitted by: l<b)(5); (b)(? )(C) !/ Field Liaison Division 
Date / Time: February 22, 20 17 / 0900 hours 

Sender: 

Recipient: 

Sent Date: 

Delivered Date: 

AMERICAr--.. 
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Metzler, Alan l<b)(6) 
fb l(6l 

FLANAGAN, PATRICK s i bl(6) /b)(7)(C) 
h \/R\ · /h \/7\lr\ 

Nielsen, Kirstjen l(b )(6) 
b)(6) 
ALLES, RANDOLPH D rb)(6) ; (b)(7)(C) 

b)(6) ; (b)(7)(C) 
MCALEENAN, KEVIN K fb )(6) 
/h\/n\ 
Lapan, Davidl/h\ln\ 
h\/n\ 

2017/02/22 19:00:20 

2017/02/22 19:00:21 
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From: 
Metzler, Alan rb)(6) I 
Kb)(6) I 
FLANAGAN, PATRICK S !b)/6): (b)(7)(C) I 

To: i h\/R\ /h\/7\/C:\ I 
Lapan David llh\/R\ I 
b)(6) I 
Nielsen, Kirstjen l(b )(6) I 
/h\/R\ I 

CC: 
ALLES RANDOLPH D Kb)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 
~b)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 
MCALEENAN, KEVIN KKb)(6): (b)(7)(C) I 
/h\/R\ I 

Subject: RE: Update on Sandusky Bay Case 
Date : 2017/02/23 19:10:44 

Priority: Normal 
Type: Note 

Thank you Patrick . 

From: FLANAGAN, PATRICK S 
Sent: Thursday, February 23, 2017 5:46 PM 
To: Lapan, David !(b)(6) I Metzler, Alan ._l(b_)(_6) ________ __. 
Cc: Nielsen, Kirstjen l(b)(6) I ALLES, RANDOLPH D 

!(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) IMCALEENAN, KEVIN K~l(b-)(6~);-(b-)(=7)~(C-) --------~ 

Subject : Update on Sandusky Bay Case 

All, 

We wanted to provide an update on the family of four in Sandusky Bay. 

We understand a family member is in route to Ohio to pick up the children, so the children will be 
transferred to family upon their arrival. As of this morning, the children are still in the State's custody. 
Timeframe for the family arrival is unknown at this point. 
After speaking with ERO, the very best estimate that they can give at this point (as they just received the 
individuals and files this afternoon) is an initial appearance for the parents in 7-10 days. 

V/R 
Patrick 

Patrick Flanagan 
fb)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 
Notice : l'Olt OFFICIAL l:fSE QNJ,,¥ this transmiss ion con tains material cove red by the Pr ivacy Ac t of 1974 and should be viewed only by 
personnel having an official "need to know. " If you arc not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclos ure, copying, distribution or use of the 
content of this information is proh ibited. If you have received this comm unication in error, please notify me immediately by email and delete the 
origina l message. 

From : Lapan, David 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 7:07 PM 
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To: FLANAGAN, PATRICK S b)(6); (b)(7)(C) etzler, Alanl(b)(6) 
Cc: Nielsen, Kirstjen (b)(6l ALLES, RANDOLPH'"'D~----------' 

b)(6); (b)(7)(C) MCALEENAN, KEVIN K ~fb_)(6_);_(b_l(_7l(_C_) --------~ 
Subject: RE: Situational Awareness : EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

We briefed Sl on these two cases. He'd like an update when the parent s in the Ohio case are 
released with (presumab ly) a Notice to Appear. Please send to Kirstjen , Gene and Matt King 
when appropriate . 

r/Dave 

From: FLANAGAN, PATRICK S 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 6:24:30 PM 
To: Metzler, Alan 
Cc: Nielsen, Kirstjen; ALLES, RANDOLPH D; MCALEENAN, KEVIN K; Lapan, David 
Subject: RE: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

Sir, 

Good Evening. Per your request for updates on San Ysidro and Sandusky please see below. 

Update on San Ysidro 

Summary: On February 21, 2017, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) off icers at the San Ysidro, 
CA Port of Entry (POE) were notified by Mexican authorities that a 45 year-o ld male Mexican citizen, 
who was the subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP and turned over to Mexican Authorities, 
committed suicide by jumping off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico . The subject arrived into the U.S. on foot 
via the vehicles lanes and claimed political asylum. However, during a sworn inte rview, he admitted to 
coming to the U.S., to work and expressed no fear of returning to Mexico. Approximately 3½ hours after 
he was returned, he committed suicide. Media attention has begun. 

• 

• 

• 

OFO has reviewed video from primary and secondary. We are trying to obtain video from the 
Mexican authorities to see if there was any addit ional activity on the bridge that occurred prior 
to the suicide. 

The Director, Field Operations in San Diego talked to his staff who dealt with Kbl(5); _. I to 
determine the subjects behavior while he was in our custody . CBPOs found the subject's 
behavior to be normal. I've attached our records from the inspection as the first attachment. 

Additional details on the encounter provided in the initial emai l below . 

CBP Statement on the incident: 

AMERICAr--.. 
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• "CBP received a report of a man who allegedly jumped off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico resulting 
in his death. On Feb. 20, the man presented himself to CBP officers at the San Ysidro port of 
entry, had no legal documents to enter the U.S., and was found to be inadmissible. He was 
repatriated to Mexico on February 21, 2017, and turned over to Mexican officials. Out of 
respect for the family of the deceased, we decline further comment at this time." 

Update on Sandusky Bay 

Summary: During a traffic stop on February 21st with the Ohio State Highway Patrol as part of 

Operation l(b)(7)(E) !Border Patrol Agents encountered a family of four . Mother and Father are 
~b)(6); (b)(?)(C) l It a pp ears 

Sandusky Bay will be processing the Mother and Father and turning them over to ERO for processing. 
Sandusky Bay has turned over the son and daughter to Child Protective Services. 

• Two (2) Border Patrol agents were assigned to co-patrol in Ohio State Highway Patrol vehicles 
to detect, interdict, and apprehend individuals and organizations involved in smuggling and 
contraband through the Sandusky Bay area of responsibility as part of Operation l._(b_)(7_)_(E_) __ _. 
Additional information on Operation Kb)(7)(E) ~ttached. 

• The Operation l(b)(?)(E) li s to detect, interdict, and apprehend those engaged in human 
and contraband trafficking. 

• OBP requested that we not share the name of the Operation with the press and not to bring 
attention to the Ohio State Highway Patrol. 

Talking Points: 

• We are not at liberty to discuss the specifics of an individual's processing due to the Privacy Act. 
Under the Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior of the United States executive order, with 
extremely limited exceptions, DHS will not exempt classes or categories of removal aliens from 
potential enforcement. All of those in violation of the immigration laws may be subject to 
enforcement proceedings, up to and including removal from the United States. 

• Congress has defined DHS's role and responsibilities regarding the enforcement of the 
immigration laws of the United States. Effective immediately, and consistent with Article II, 
Section 3 of the U.S. Constitution and Section 3331 of Title 5, U.S. Code, Department personnel 
shall faithfully execute the immigration laws of the United States against all removable aliens. 

• The United States Border Patrol can confirm we encountered a family of four on Tuesday, 
February 21, 2017. The family consisted of two United States Citizen children who have been 
turned over to Ottawa County Department of Job and Family Services. The parents are Mexican 
nationals and have been turned over to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
Enforcement and Removal Operations. 

AMERICAr--.. 
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V/R 
Patrick 

Patrick Flanagan 
Vh\/n \ /h\ /7\/ 1,\ ! 

Notice : Fellt t')fflOl,1,L usi;; Q~lbY - this transmiss ion con tains mater ial covered by the Privacy Act of 1974 and should be viewed only by 
personne l having an official "need to know." If you are not the intended rec ipien t, be aware that any disclosure , copying, distr ibution or use of the 
content of this information is prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify me immediately by emai l and delete the 
or igina l message. 

From: Metzler, Alan 

Se nt: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 1:59 PM 
To: FLANAGAN, PATRICK S kb)(6); (b)(7)(C) I 
Cc: Nielsen, Kirstjen kb)(6) I ALLES, RANDOLPH D 
!(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) I MCALEENAN, KEVIN Kf ~b~)(6~) ----------~ 

Lapan, David fbl/6) I 
Subject: FW: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 

Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

Patrick, thank you for the two flags today . Can you please provide more detail on the San Ysidro report 

by 6pm this evening . 

Also, please add info on the Sandusky Bay apprehensions as well. 

Objective would be to provide the Secretary with detailed facts and to prepare him for engagements 

with senior GOM officials . 

Thanks, Alan 

From: Nielsen, Kirstjen 

Se nt: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 1:47 PM 

To: Metzler, Alan fb)(6) I Hoffman, Jonathan l~(b_)(6_) __________ ~ 
Lapan, David !(b)(6) 
Cc: Corbin, Su'"':s"'='a-:'n-;:K::b)::;(6=) ============::::::....-~ 
Subject : RE: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 

Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

Thx. Will need background on th is for tomorrow 
Thx 

From: Metzler, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 1:39:49 PM 
To: Nielsen, Kirstjen; Hoffman, Jonathan; Lapan, David 
Cc: Corbin, Susan 
Subject: FW: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 
Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 
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For your awa reness. 

From : FLANAGAN, PATRICK S 

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 11:08 AM 

To: Metzler, Alan Eb)(6) !Higgins, Jennifer ~fb_)(_6) __________ ~ 
Cc: FRIEL, MICHAEL J fb )(6); (b)(7)(C) I MCALEENAN, KEVIN K 

!(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

Subject: FW: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an 

Expedited Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

DCoSs 

An incident in San Ysidro to flag for your awareness. 

On February 21, 2017, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers at the San Ysidro , CA Port of 

Entry (POE) were notified by Mexican authorities that a 45 year-old male Mexican citizen, who was the 

subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP and turned over to Mexican Author it ies, comm itted suicide by 

jump ing off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico . The subject arr ived into the U.S. on foot via the vehicles lanes 

and claimed pol itical asylum. However, during a sworn interview, he admitted to com ing to the U.S., to 

work and expressed no fear of returning to Mex ico. Approximately 3½ hours after he was returned, he 
committed suicide. Media attention has begun. 

Thanks . 

V/R 
Patrick 

Patrick Flanag an 
!(b)/6): (b)(7)(C) ! 

Not ice : POR 0 1 ?ICh\b 1,J~E ONI Y - this transm ission conta ins mater ial cove red by the Privacy Ac t of 1974 and should be viewed only by 
perso nne l having an official "need to know. " If you are not the intended recipie nt, be awa re that any disclosu re, copying, dist ribution or use of the 
conte nt of this information is prohibi ted. If you have rece ived this communication in error, please notify me immediately by em ail and delete the 
origina l message . 

From :~ <5); (b)(?)(C) ion behalf of OFO-FIELD LIAISON 

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2017 10:32:07 AM 
To: EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS HQ; MCALEENAN, KEVIN K; l..,...(b.,...,,)(6,.,...);...,,.(b.,..,,)(7,,,...)(""c) __________ _,, 

l(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) ! 
Cc:f b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

Subject: Situational Awareness: EAC Bullets - San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an Expedited 
Removal by CBP Commits Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

AMERICAr--.. 
pVERSIGHT 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Office of Field Operations 

Bullets for the Executive Assistant Commission er 
February 22, 2017 



DHS-19-0194-B-000021

Situational Awareness 

San Ysidro, CA: Mexican Citizen Subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP Commits 
Suicide in Mexico - Media Attention 

Summary: 
On February 21, 2017, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers at the San Y sidro , 
CA Port of Entry (POE) were notified by Mexican authorities that a 45 year-old male Mexican 
citi zen, who was the subject of an Expedited Removal by CBP and turned over to Mexican 
Authorit ies, committed suic ide by jumping off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico. The subject arrived 
into the U.S . on foot via the vehicles lanes and claimed political asy lum. However, during a 
sworn interview , he admitted to coming to the U.S., to work and expressed no fear ofreturning 
to Mexico. Approximately 3 ½ hours after he was returned, he committed suicide. Media 
attent ion has begun. 

Details : 
On February 20, 2017, at 1015 hours (PST), CBP offic ers conducting pre-primary roving 
operations at the San Ysidro POE encounter ed"-(b-"')(....;.6).;_;; (....;.b)..;..(7"""')(~.,..;) ________ ~ ___ ....,..... 

COC : Mexico) , who walked up vehicle lane # 10 and initially reque sted political asy lum. 

CB ~(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) lhandcuffed l\~1\~1:~, ~or officer safety and escorted him to the sec urity 
office where a supervisory approved pat down searc h wa s conducted with negative result s . 

Kb)(5); ~a s verifie d to be a citizen and national of Mexico. ~\i~\cc) had no document s to 
enter the U.S .l(b)(6); __ ~nd he wa s turned over to the CBP A 1 1ty Enforcement Unit 
(AEU) for di sposition. 

During a sworn stateme nt as part of his Expedited Removal proceedings, )~()~(,r, admitted to 
being a citizen of Mexico who was attempting entry into the U.S. without documents. 

(b)(6); 
(bl(7l(Cl stated he claimed political asylum to the CBP officer beca use he did not know what 
e se to say. 

(b)(6); 
/h)/7)/(:) indicated he wanted to ente r the U.S. to work. 

rb)(5); (b)(?)(C) I was asked three t imes if he had fear of being returned to Mex ico and he sta ted he did 
not have any fear of being returned to M ex ico. 

b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 
._ __ _. was asked three times if he wou ld be harmed when returned to his home country and 

he stated that he wou ld not be harmed. 
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~)(~l1r1 was served with an I-860 (Notice and Order of Expedi ted Remova l), and was 
summarily removed from the United States pursuant to section 212(a)(7)(A)(i)(I) of the INA 
(Immigration Nationali ty Act). 

~~/\~/;,._, lwas returned to Mexico at approximately 0800 hours on February 21, 2017 and turned 
over to the custody of the Mexican Immigrat ion (IN AMI). 

At approximately 1130 hours, INAMI notified Internat ional Liaison Unit (ILU) Chief ~/\~);"' 
!(b)(6); !that j(b)(6); lhad committed suicide by jumping off a bridge in Tijuana, Mexico 
shortly after his release from their custody . 

Media interest has begun : 
http://www.el­
mexicano.com.mx/informacion/noticias / 1/22/policiaca /2017/02/21/ 1016534 /identifican-a­
deportado -gue-se-suicido 

The Advanced Targeting Unit (ATU) is in the proce ss of pulling all available video associated 
with this event. 

b)(6); (b)(?)(C) has no prior crossings in the last 6 months. 

Subiect's Information: 
Name: rb)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

DOB: _ Gender: ...,M,.....,,....a,....le ___________ __. 

COC: MEXICO 
COR: MEXICO 
POB: I -(b-)(6- );- (b-)(-7)-(C-) -----------~ 

PPN: . 
NIV: N/A 
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(7)(E) 
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CROSSING: No crossings in the past 6 (six) months 

Submitted by : j(b)(6); (b)(?)(C) I! Field Liaison Division 
Date/ Time: Febrnary 22, 20 17 / 0900 hours 

Sender: 

Recipient: 

Sent Date: 

Delivered Date: 
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Metzler, Alan lrb\/6\ 
(b)/6) 

FLANAGAN, PATRICK S l<h)/n \ /h\/7\/C:\ 

h\/n \ /h\/7\ /C:\ 
Laoan David Vh \/ RI 

b)(6) 

Nielsen Kirstien l(b )(6) 
b\/6\ 
ALLES, RANDOLPH D ~b)/6) (b)(7)(C) 
h\/n \ /h\ /7\/C:\ 
MCALEENAN KEVI N Kl(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 
b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

2017/02/23 19:10:43 

2017/02/23 19:10:44 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 


	2019-HQLI-00024 - American Oversight vs DHS (19-cv-01764) Final Release Letter
	2019-HQLI-00024 Records



