
 

OFFICE OF MAYOR LORI E.  LIGHTFOOT  

CITY OF CHICAGO 

121  N O R TH  L A S A L L E  S TRE E T,  S UI TE  500 ,  C H I C A G O,  I L L IN O IS   60602  
 

November 4, 2020 
 
Austin Evers 
American Oversight 
Via email at records@americanoversight.org 
 
Dear Mr. Evers, 
 
On behalf of the City of Chicago Office of the Mayor (“Mayor’s Office”), I am responding to 
your Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) request which was dated August 31, 2020 and 
received in our offices on the same day.  The Mayor’s Office took a 5-day extension to your 
request on September 8, 2020.  You requested: 
 
Requesting All email communications (including emails and email attachments) sent by 1) 
Mayor Lightfoot, Chief of Staff Maurice Classen, or Director of Intergovernmental Affairs 
Samantha Fields, to 2) anyone communicating from an email address ending in eop.gov. 
 
Please provide all responsive records from July 15, 2020, through the date the search is 
conducted. 
 
In an effort to accommodate your office and reduce the number of potentiallyresponsive 
records to be processed and produced, American Oversight has limited its request to emails 
sent by the above officials. To be clear, however, American Oversight still requests that 
complete email chains be produced, displaying both sent and received messages. This means, 
for example, that both an official’s response to an email from an eop.gov email address and 
the initial receivedmessage are responsive to this request and should be produced. 
 
Please find the attached records responsive to your request 
 
You have the right to have a denial reviewed by the Public Access Counselor (PAC) at the 
Office of the Illinois Attorney General, 500 S. 2nd Street, Springfield, Illinois 62706, (877) 
299-3642. You also have the right to seek judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit 
in Cook County Circuit Court. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tom Skelton 
FOIA Officer – Mayor’s Office 

pVERSIGHT 



From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO; Friedman, Haley Z. EOP/WHO; Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
Subject: INVITE: National White House Briefing Call Wednesday 
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:31:41 PM

 

The White House

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

State, Local, and Tribal Leaders –
 
On Wednesday, July 22, at 1:00 PM Eastern Time, please join the White House Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs for a national COVID-19 briefing call. We will be joined by Senior
Administration Officials from the White House Coronavirus Task Force, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS), U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), U.S.
Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD), and U.S. Department of Education. We
appreciate your continued partnership and coordination in this whole-of-government, all-of-
America response to COVID-19. Below, please find registration information and a list of
Administration participants.
 
Briefing Call Registration
Date: Wednesday, July 22
Time: 1:00 PM Eastern Time (please note start time and time zone)
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE
Note: Call-in lines are limited. RSVP’s will be allocated in the order they are received. Please
register only if you are able to join the call.
 
Administration Participants *subject to change

Ambassador Deborah Birx, White House Coronavirus Task Force Coordinator

Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)

Eric Hargan, Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)

Mitchell "Mick" Zais, Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Education

Brian Montgomery, Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

Development (HUD)
Sincerely,
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The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

Zach Swint
The White House
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
 

COVID-19: Important Resources for State, Local,
and Tribal Officials

Guidelines for Opening Up America Again: On April 16, President Trump and the White

House Coronavirus Task Force unveiled guidelines (download here) for the reopening of

America. Developed by the top medical experts from across the Government and based

on verifiable metrics regarding the situation on the ground, the guidelines outline a phased

return to reopening and include specific steps for State, Local, and Tribal officials to follow

in tailoring their response. The guidelines also set clear benchmarks on new cases,

testing, and hospital resources for States to meet to proceed toward a phased reopening.

In the days and weeks ahead, the Administration plans to continue robust coordination

and outreach with State, Local, and Tribal leaders as we collectively work to reopen the

country.

Opening Up America Again Testing Overview and Testing Blueprint: On April 27,

President Trump and the White House Coronavirus Task Force unveiled the Opening Up

American Again Testing Overview and Testing Blueprint designed to facilitate State

development and implementation of the robust testing plans and rapid response programs

described in the President’s Opening Up America Again Guidelines. The Testing

Blueprint sets forth the partnership between Federal, State, local, and tribal governments,

along with the private-sector and professional associations, all of which will play important

roles in meeting the Nation’s testing needs.

Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date, verified information and guidance can be

found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019

website – www.coronavirus.gov. The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent briefings,

which can be viewed live here.

COVID-19 Response and Recovery Primer: Response and recovery efforts are locally

executed, state managed, and federally supported. It is important that requests for

assistance, including for critical supplies, get routed through the proper channels as soon

as possible. Learn more about the response and recovery process via this important

resource – Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: Response and Recovery Through
Federal-State-Local-Tribal Partnership. FEMA’s public assistance guidance for COVID-

IL-CHICAGO-MAYOR-20-2192-A-000002

• 

• 

• 

• 

VERSIGHT 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d5ed2d4b-8b75a010-d5edf923-86712524712d-3ff248e82c0155e2&q=1&e=1525f2f6-7fc4-4da5-9644-3680d82427a1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3Dc7fcfd13b8%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=60447bcb-3edcf690-6044afa3-86712524712d-e07f2040243cf84c&q=1&e=1525f2f6-7fc4-4da5-9644-3680d82427a1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3Ddaf2bd528e%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=89e78978-d77f0423-89e75d10-86712524712d-4a13b25872669c96&q=1&e=1525f2f6-7fc4-4da5-9644-3680d82427a1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D174d7bf57d%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=2b5d95d2-75c51889-2b5d41ba-86712524712d-b2e8f1ad5067df64&q=1&e=1525f2f6-7fc4-4da5-9644-3680d82427a1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D9fcddfcecd%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=9d19f247-c3817f1c-9d19262f-86712524712d-49b99e5eb57b8b18&q=1&e=1525f2f6-7fc4-4da5-9644-3680d82427a1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3De82d14969b%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=9e02f83d-c09a7566-9e022c55-86712524712d-09828d62b1ce3ea7&q=1&e=1525f2f6-7fc4-4da5-9644-3680d82427a1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D88379b11f6%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=cfcb4548-9153c813-cfcb9120-86712524712d-3f30d1f40a43b9a0&q=1&e=1525f2f6-7fc4-4da5-9644-3680d82427a1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D1a63d8c928%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=cfcb4548-9153c813-cfcb9120-86712524712d-3f30d1f40a43b9a0&q=1&e=1525f2f6-7fc4-4da5-9644-3680d82427a1&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D1a63d8c928%26e%3Ded0c56078a


19 response efforts can be found here. Guidance for Tribal Governments can be found

here.

Critical Infrastructure Workforce Guidelines: On March 16th, the Department of

Homeland Security (DHS) issued updated critical infrastructure guidance in response

to the COVID-19 emergency. DHS continues to work with stakeholders in the critical

infrastructure community to update the advisory list if necessary as the Nation’s response

to COVID-19 evolves. The guidance, and accompanying list, is intended to help State,

local, tribal and territorial officials as they work to protect their communities, while ensuring

continuity of functions critical to public health and safety, as well as economic and national

security. The list is advisory in nature and is not a federal directive or standard.

Rural Resource Guide: USDA and Federal partners have programs that can be used to

provide immediate and long term assistance to rural communities affected by the COVID-

19 pandemic. These programs can support recovery efforts for rural residents,

businesses, and communities. USDA developed a resource guide for State, Local, and

Tribal leaders, and other stakeholders.

Coronavirus Fact vs. Myth: Rumors can easily circulate within communities during a

crisis. FEMA setup a website to help the public distinguish between rumors and facts

regarding the response to the coronavirus pandemic.

Fraud & Scam Protection: The Department of Justice is remaining vigilant in detecting,

investigating, and prosecuting wrongdoing related to the crisis. Find out how you can

protect yourself and helpful resources on DOJ’s Coronavirus Fraud Prevention website.

The Federal Trade Commission has also established a website with helpful information to

help consumers avoid coronavirus-related scams.

Social Media Resources: Download the Apple COVID-19 Screening Tool. Follow the

White House on Twitter and Facebook. Also follow HHS (Twitter/Facebook) and CDC

(Twitter/Facebook) You can also find informational videos from Coronavirus Task Force

members on mitigation, social distancing, etc. on the White House’s YouTube page.

Mental Health Resources: Natural disasters – including such pandemics as the

coronavirus outbreak – can be overwhelming and also can seriously affect emotional

health. The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration’s (SAMHSA) Disaster

Distress Helpline – 1-800-985-5990 (or text TalkWithUs to 66746) – provides 24/7, 365-

day-a-year crisis counseling and support to anyone who is seeking help in coping with the

mental or emotional effects caused by developments related to the coronavirus

pandemic. Learn more about the Disaster Distress Helpline here.

Addiction & Substance Abuse Resources: The COVID-19 pandemic has created

countless challenges for those delivering care to our most vulnerable populations. People

with Substance Use Disorder (SUD) and Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) are especially at

high risk suffering complications from COVID-19. The White House Office of National
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Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), which leads and coordinates the development,

implementation, and assessment of U.S. drug policy, released a fact sheet that contains

information on Federal actions to expand telemedicine and e-prescribing, to increase

flexibility for treatment with methadone and buprenorphine, to improve access to

prescribed controlled substances, and to expand assistance to rural areas.

Administration Actions and Federal Agency Resources: USA.gov is cataloging all

U.S. government activities related to coronavirus. From actions on health and safety to

travel, immigration, and transportation to education, find pertinent actions here. Each

Federal Agency has also established a dedicated coronavirus website, where you can find

important information and guidance. They include: Health and Human Services (HHS),

Centers of Medicare and Medicaid (CMS), Food and Drug Administration (FDA),

Department of Education (DoED), Department of Agriculture (USDA), Small Business

Administration (SBA), Department of Labor (DOL), Department of Homeland Security

(DHS), Department of State (DOS), Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA), Department of Energy (DOE), Department of Commerce

(DOC), Department of Justice (DOJ), Department of Housing and Urban Development

(HUD), Department of the Treasury (USDT), Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Office of the

Director of National Intelligence (ODNI), and U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC).

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs · 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW · Washington, DC 20500-0003 · USA · 202-456-1111
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From: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
To: Swint, Zachariah D. EOP/WHO
Cc: Pottebaum, Nic D. EOP/WHO; Friedman, Haley Z. EOP/WHO; Campana, Ariella M. EOP/WHO
Subject: INVITE: National White House Briefing Call Wednesday 
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 5:31:31 PM

 

The White House

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

State, Local, and Tribal Leaders –
 
On Wednesday, July 22, at 1:00 PM Eastern Time, please join the White House Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs for a national COVID-19 briefing call. We will be joined by Senior
Administration Officials from the White House Coronavirus Task Force, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS), U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), U.S.
Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD), and U.S. Department of Education. We
appreciate your continued partnership and coordination in this whole-of-government, all-of-
America response to COVID-19. Below, please find registration information and a list of
Administration participants.
 
Briefing Call Registration
Date: Wednesday, July 22
Time: 1:00 PM Eastern Time (please note start time and time zone)
Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE
Note: Call-in lines are limited. RSVP’s will be allocated in the order they are received. Please
register only if you are able to join the call.
 
Administration Participants *subject to change

Ambassador Deborah Birx, White House Coronavirus Task Force Coordinator

Seema Verma, Administrator, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)

Eric Hargan, Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)

Mitchell "Mick" Zais, Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Education

Brian Montgomery, Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

Development (HUD)
Sincerely,
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The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

Zach Swint
The White House
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
 

COVID-19: Important Resources for State, Local,
and Tribal Officials

Guidelines for Opening Up America Again: On April 16, President Trump and the White

House Coronavirus Task Force unveiled guidelines (download here) for the reopening of

America. Developed by the top medical experts from across the Government and based

on verifiable metrics regarding the situation on the ground, the guidelines outline a phased

return to reopening and include specific steps for State, Local, and Tribal officials to follow

in tailoring their response. The guidelines also set clear benchmarks on new cases,

testing, and hospital resources for States to meet to proceed toward a phased reopening.

In the days and weeks ahead, the Administration plans to continue robust coordination

and outreach with State, Local, and Tribal leaders as we collectively work to reopen the

country.

Opening Up America Again Testing Overview and Testing Blueprint: On April 27,

President Trump and the White House Coronavirus Task Force unveiled the Opening Up

American Again Testing Overview and Testing Blueprint designed to facilitate State

development and implementation of the robust testing plans and rapid response programs

described in the President’s Opening Up America Again Guidelines. The Testing

Blueprint sets forth the partnership between Federal, State, local, and tribal governments,

along with the private-sector and professional associations, all of which will play important

roles in meeting the Nation’s testing needs.

Up-To-Date Information: The most up-to-date, verified information and guidance can be

found via the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019

website – www.coronavirus.gov. The Coronavirus Task Force holds frequent briefings,

which can be viewed live here.

COVID-19 Response and Recovery Primer: Response and recovery efforts are locally

executed, state managed, and federally supported. It is important that requests for

assistance, including for critical supplies, get routed through the proper channels as soon

as possible. Learn more about the response and recovery process via this important

resource – Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: Response and Recovery Through
Federal-State-Local-Tribal Partnership. FEMA’s public assistance guidance for COVID-
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19 response efforts can be found here. Guidance for Tribal Governments can be found

here.

Critical Infrastructure Workforce Guidelines: On March 16th, the Department of

Homeland Security (DHS) issued updated critical infrastructure guidance in response

to the COVID-19 emergency. DHS continues to work with stakeholders in the critical

infrastructure community to update the advisory list if necessary as the Nation’s response

to COVID-19 evolves. The guidance, and accompanying list, is intended to help State,

local, tribal and territorial officials as they work to protect their communities, while ensuring

continuity of functions critical to public health and safety, as well as economic and national

security. The list is advisory in nature and is not a federal directive or standard.

Rural Resource Guide: USDA and Federal partners have programs that can be used to

provide immediate and long term assistance to rural communities affected by the COVID-

19 pandemic. These programs can support recovery efforts for rural residents,

businesses, and communities. USDA developed a resource guide for State, Local, and

Tribal leaders, and other stakeholders.

Coronavirus Fact vs. Myth: Rumors can easily circulate within communities during a

crisis. FEMA setup a website to help the public distinguish between rumors and facts

regarding the response to the coronavirus pandemic.

Fraud & Scam Protection: The Department of Justice is remaining vigilant in detecting,

investigating, and prosecuting wrongdoing related to the crisis. Find out how you can

protect yourself and helpful resources on DOJ’s Coronavirus Fraud Prevention website.

The Federal Trade Commission has also established a website with helpful information to

help consumers avoid coronavirus-related scams.

Social Media Resources: Download the Apple COVID-19 Screening Tool. Follow the

White House on Twitter and Facebook. Also follow HHS (Twitter/Facebook) and CDC

(Twitter/Facebook) You can also find informational videos from Coronavirus Task Force

members on mitigation, social distancing, etc. on the White House’s YouTube page.

Mental Health Resources: Natural disasters – including such pandemics as the

coronavirus outbreak – can be overwhelming and also can seriously affect emotional

health. The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration’s (SAMHSA) Disaster

Distress Helpline – 1-800-985-5990 (or text TalkWithUs to 66746) – provides 24/7, 365-

day-a-year crisis counseling and support to anyone who is seeking help in coping with the

mental or emotional effects caused by developments related to the coronavirus

pandemic. Learn more about the Disaster Distress Helpline here.

Addiction & Substance Abuse Resources: The COVID-19 pandemic has created

countless challenges for those delivering care to our most vulnerable populations. People

with Substance Use Disorder (SUD) and Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) are especially at

high risk suffering complications from COVID-19. The White House Office of National
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Drug Control Policy (ONDCP), which leads and coordinates the development,

implementation, and assessment of U.S. drug policy, released a fact sheet that contains

information on Federal actions to expand telemedicine and e-prescribing, to increase

flexibility for treatment with methadone and buprenorphine, to improve access to

prescribed controlled substances, and to expand assistance to rural areas.

Administration Actions and Federal Agency Resources: USA.gov is cataloging all

U.S. government activities related to coronavirus. From actions on health and safety to

travel, immigration, and transportation to education, find pertinent actions here. Each

Federal Agency has also established a dedicated coronavirus website, where you can find

important information and guidance. They include: Health and Human Services (HHS),

Centers of Medicare and Medicaid (CMS), Food and Drug Administration (FDA),

Department of Education (DoED), Department of Agriculture (USDA), Small Business

Administration (SBA), Department of Labor (DOL), Department of Homeland Security

(DHS), Department of State (DOS), Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA), Department of Energy (DOE), Department of Commerce

(DOC), Department of Justice (DOJ), Department of Housing and Urban Development

(HUD), Department of the Treasury (USDT), Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Office of the

Director of National Intelligence (ODNI), and U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC).

Office of Intergovernmental Affairs · 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW · Washington, DC 20500-0003 · USA · 202-456-1111
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https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=55a0312d-0b2fb10e-55a0e545-86254b3f9600-752c45fb327e32e6&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D530a65e6dc%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d179eb51-8ff66b72-d1793f39-86254b3f9600-d16b54e22b72c99e&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D18734eb801%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=103e1d31-4eb19d12-103ec959-86254b3f9600-8dfd1c370d41345e&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D4ef526e282%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=7b4cb034-25c33017-7b4c645c-86254b3f9600-9d9982a1b585404d&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D7d6c7ab529%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=b10f4d67-ef80cd44-b10f990f-86254b3f9600-25b1bba412db2f2a&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3Daa318fe49e%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=069482c9-581b02ea-069456a1-86254b3f9600-49413a4d98060a09&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D67c921fff6%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d1c9fe46-8f467e65-d1c92a2e-86254b3f9600-531226fb85d5a4de&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3Da8eb537036%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=07782adf-59f7aafc-0778feb7-86254b3f9600-bfd455154450cc3a&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D18fa40f74f%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=c06962c3-9ee6e2e0-c069b6ab-86254b3f9600-87e65360734f120c&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D16ab94539c%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d542969b-8bcd16b8-d54242f3-86254b3f9600-62b4dc8b803ea532&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3Dc4f66bb549%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=6d50edf9-33df6dda-6d503991-86254b3f9600-a163e505c15faeb7&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D8eea7cadaf%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=0f21d6e7-51ae56c4-0f21028f-86254b3f9600-c8fc69d8efddeba3&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3Dee53abcc17%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=bf0039b5-e18fb996-bf00eddd-86254b3f9600-07e21b76ec5dea1e&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D369158eefa%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d018542f-8e97d40c-d0188047-86254b3f9600-feae60e253122dc9&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D155b9452ce%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=e9d682d6-b75902f5-e9d656be-86254b3f9600-8cf72b0b54c1292a&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3Df750a8009c%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=30cd2a6b-6e42aa48-30cdfe03-86254b3f9600-b91c1e482525878e&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D96b7463e16%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=8f1d1d46-d1929d65-8f1dc92e-86254b3f9600-a005b7bbda82a097&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D3a495f289a%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=d9ebd3c3-876453e0-d9eb07ab-86254b3f9600-ee62515628d8f48f&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D6ca1d4a0b8%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=7e06f657-20897674-7e06223f-86254b3f9600-bf6727cd9b7d353f&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D3ff140222c%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=558e162c-0b01960f-558ec244-86254b3f9600-9660df57d282adac&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3De16c11f213%26e%3Ded0c56078a
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=dc345dbb-82bbdd98-dc3489d3-86254b3f9600-54fb04ba51197fc7&q=1&e=479104a4-2cb5-4978-8780-5a760088a86f&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwdg.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Df620288bb41dd81f9c715ef4d%26id%3D6e74409068%26e%3Ded0c56078a


From: Alyssa Fisher
To: William Crozer (william.f.crozer@who.eop.gov)
Cc: Maurice Classen
Subject: letter to the President from Mayor Lightfoot
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 4:18:00 PM
Attachments: Trump Letter 7.20.20 FINAL.pdf

Hello William,
Attached please find a letter from Mayor Lightfoot to President Trump.
Thank you,
Alyssa Fisher
 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named
herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the
intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsible for delivering this document to the
intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, printing or
copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.
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LORI E. LIGHTFOOT 
MAYOR 

President Donald Trump 
The White House 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

CITY OF CH ICAGO 

July 20, 2020 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

I am responding again to your letter from June 26111, 2020, and recent stateme nts from you and 
members of your Administration regarding offers of federa l assistance to the City of Chicago. 
Despite the misplaced and incendiary rhetoric from you and your staff which is divisive and 
unhelpful , I will take yo u at your word that you want to assist the City in its effort to reduce 
violence so I will be spec ific about what we need from the federal govern ment to make us safer. 

Let me state clearly and proudl y that it is rny honor and privilege to serve the people of Chicago . 
Each life lost in our city breaks my heart and is felt personally both as a tragedy by the family who 
has lost a brother, sister, moth er, father, or child and by every resident. 

What we have here in Chicago - and wha t dozens of American cities alike are facing - requires 
leadersh ip at all levels of government. It requir es genuine effo rts to unite us and collaborate, not 
more conflict and division. It requires focus and resources in two major areas of pub lic health: on 
guns and COVID-19 , both of which disproportiona tely impact our Black and brown residents. I 
have led a city respon se to keep Chicagoans safe, and we have curbed the impact of COV ID-19, 
but our residents and our nationa l economy are cracking. To address these challenges, l have 
identified the following areas in which the federal government has the unique ability to step up. 

Common -sense gun safety reform. We need you, as President, to take a leadership role in 
enacting meaningful and common-se nse gun control legislation, which you have so far refused to 
do. One of our primary problems with address ing gun violence in Chicago is there are too many 
illega l guns that flood our streets year after year, seeming ly without end. Most of the guns are not 
originating in Chicago : sixty percent of illegal firearms recovered in Chicago come from outside 
of Illinoi s. They are coming from neighboring states that have very relaxed gun ownersh ip laws, 
and from federally license d gun dealers who repeated ly se ll guns that end up assoc iated with 
violen t crime within three years or less of sale . This means that Chicago and Illinoi s cannot make 
the needed change on its own. Federa l support and intervention are needed in the following ways: 
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1. We need universal background checks and closure on simple loopholes, a ban on assault 
weapons, and policies that keep guns out of the hands of people who are dangerous to 
themselves and others as well as promoting gun safety. 

2. Additionally, adequate federa l enforcement of existing laws is critical, includin g 
suppor ting federal efforts to investigate federa lly licensed gun dealers , including the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explos ives (A TF) which has been constrained 
by the gun lobby. Year after year, the Chicago Police Department takes more guns off the 
street than NYPD and LAPD combined. In 20 17, it was 8,600; in 20 18 it was 9,500; in 
20 19 it was 10,800, and 5,296 already in 2020. Why? In part becau se there is an illegal gun 
trafficking market orig inating in other states and ending up on the streets of Chicago. 
Interstate gun trafficking requires a federa l focus. It can never be adequately addressee! by 
local law enforcement alone and requires sufficient staffing. 

3. Additionally, every day, on social media platforms , illega l gun sales are happenin g among 
crimina ls. Our Police Department has extensive exper ience investigating and prosec uting 
these sales, but the weight of the federa l government cou ld demand a real change in 
behavior. 

4. Finally, it would be helpful if you wou ld authorize the provision of resources for the 
purchase of Nationa l Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBN) machin es and 
staffing for more firearms examiners. These two elements would be important and 
worthwhile investments . 

Public safety support, not games. What we do not need, and what will certa inly make our 
community less safe is secret, federal agents deployed to Chicago. Any other form of militarized 
assistance within our borders tha t would not be within our contro l or within the direct command 
of the Chicago Police Department would spell disaster. As any law enforcernent official will tell 
you, what is needed more than anything in an operation to protect lives is a clear mission, a detailed 
operations plan , and a chain of command. Secret, federal agents who do not know Chicago, are 
unfamiliar with the unique circum stances of our neighborhoods and who would operate outside 
the established infrastructure of local law enforcement would not be effect ive, rega rdless of the 
number, and worse will foment a massive wave of opposition. Deploying resources like we have 
seen in Portland, Oregon, does not make residents safer, particularly when gun violence plays a 
sign ificant role in Chicago's loss of life. Quite the oppo site. The deployment of secret, federa l 
agents in Portland has undermined residents' confidence in all levels of government and fomented 
more unrest. Such a deployment of secret, federal agents who arrest, and detain residents without 
any cause and then deprive those residents of due process is clearly unconstitutional. It is a bad 
idea and I urge you not to do it. 

As a former federal prosecutor, I can attest that more federal prosecution or investigatory resource s 
to augment existing federa l vio lent crime suppression efforts, under the leadership and con trol of 
the U.S. Attorney, could assist in keeping commun ities safe. Given the urgency of the gun 
violence , we need federa l violent crime and part icularly gun cases investigated and the worthy 
ones charged in weeks and months, not years. 

Community-based outreach. An important step in mitigating gun violence durin g COVlD-19 as 
gun sales continue to rise and emergency health services are strained, we ask for your support in 
providing robust investment in community-based violence intervention s. This includes street 
outreach and trauma supp ort that sustains lifesaving community-based violence intervention 
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programs, retains violence interrupt ers, and allows for the development and replication of effec tive 
models for lifesavin g violence intervention initiatives. Further, any federa l fundin g must not be 
restricted because of hateful policies towards our residents such as restrictin g support for Sanctuary 
Cities that suppo rt all res idents equally . 

Get at the root caus e throu gh community investment. By investing in neighborhoods and 
addressing the root causes of gun violence, we can continue to make meaningful gains in publi c 
safety in comm unities throughout the city. This means focusing on the sys temic issues- racial 
inequiti es, poverty, community divestment- that drive gun viol ence in Chicago. The violence our 
city is confronting is sympto mat ic of a larger publi c health and economic crisis, only exace rbated 
by this COVID-1 9 pandemic. Despite having prev iously managed a balanced budget, city finances 
are strai ned due to less revenue from COVID-19 safe ty measures and a wea kened economy. One 
of your first acts in supp o1t ing us should be direct aid to state and loca l govern ments in the next 
COVID -19 relief package under consideration now in Congress. Your Jun e 26 th letter notes that 
Chicago rece ived fund ing through the Coronavirus Relief Fund but does not mention the 
restrictions of having to go toward COVID- 19 expenses only . What cities, tow ns and villages need 
now is flexible fund s to cove r shortfall s clue to the COVID-19 restri ctions and strugg ling economy, 
and fund essential city opera tions such as publi c safety and mental hea lth. You have previously 
expresse d your suppo rt for this funding to commu nities across the county, and I ask that you keep 
your original word. Additi onally , as a part of the supp ort for our neig hborhoods that are suffering 
und er the stress of CO YID-re lated challenges, we request your assistance to our residents who are 
mos t at risk for violence involvement: 

• Extend expanded Une mplo yment Insurance benefit s to help millions get by during this 
economic down turn. 

• Enable afford able housing, and rental assistance to prov ide stability for those at risk for 
homelessness . Your admini stration 's budget reg ularly proposes elimination of the HOME 
Investment Partn ership s (HOME) and Communit y Development Block Gra nt (CDBG\ 
and publi c housing capit al fund . We are grateful that Congress acts on a bipartisan basis to 
restore these cut s, which assist in stabilizing our neighborhoods, which is needed now more 
than ever. 

• End regulatory rollb acks that impact the health , safe ty, and well-being of Chicagoa ns. 
• Create more oppo rtuni ties for returning residents. I applaud the First Step Ac t, but we must 

do more to build our communiti es . 
• Stitch our brok en social safety net, which- as a start- means to stop attempts to claw back 

the Affordable Care Act. 
• Stop doing more injury and harm to our immigrant and refugee communi ties . Every 

individual and eve ry child adds value, their lives matter and instead of trea ting them with 
humanity and comp assion. 

In the encl, we very much want to partner with an execut ive branch that respects our city, inclusive 
of all our residents, rega rdle ss of race, ethnicity, country of origin, religion, sexua l orientation or 
ab ility. Partnership includes respect that you have not shown our residents as of late in mocking 
the leve l of violence that challenges Chicagoans. Please stop with the rhetoric and find the mornl 
courage to simpl y support the needed actions listed above: enact common sense gun laws, partner 
with our law enforcement actors through providing investigative resources, deliver on comm unity-

AVLRICAN 
pVERSIGHT 

3 



IL-CHICAGO-MAYOR-20-2192-A-000013

based resources for public safety; and invest in our neighborhoods and residents. The se acts wi ll 
deliver on your promise to make Chicagoans safer-no t derision, mandates, or militari zed forces. 
I would be more than happ y to have my team sit down with yours to go through the actionable 
policy and legislative items that you can support to help mak e these actions a reality. 

Because of the depth of these challenges; we must recogn ize that this will not be solved overnight , 
but I fight every day to ensure that it is improved. We'll continu e work ing with Chicagoans from 
every neighborhood and background - from block clubs and faith groups to businesses and school 
communities - who have joined us hand-in-hand in our multifaceted , comprehensive approach to 
reducing the violence in our city. 

ori . i 
M I\ City 0 
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