
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
National Records Center
P.O. Box 648010
Lee's Summit, MO  64064-8010
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September 24, 2024

Austin Evers
American Oversight
1030 15th St. NW
Suite B255
Washington, DC 20005

Control Number: COW2021000706

Dear Austin Evers:

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act/Privacy Act (FOIA/PA) request received in this
office on February 23, 2021 regarding DHS referral 2020-HQFO-01680 - Presidential Proclamation [No.
10052, 85 Fed. Reg. 38263 (June 22, 2020)] U.S. Labor Market following the Coronavirus Outbreak.

We have considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing the record set and have applied the
FOIA exemptions as required by the statute and the Attorney General’s guidance.  We have completed the
review of all documents and have identified 80 pages that are responsive to your request. Enclosed are 1
page released in its entirety and 79 pages released in part. We have reviewed and have determined to
release all information except those portions that are exempt pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(5) and (b)(6)
of the FOIA.

The following exemptions are applicable:

Exemption (b)(6) permits the government to withhold all information about individuals in personnel,
medical and similar files where the disclosure of such information would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.  The types of documents and/or information that we have withheld may
consist of birth certificates, naturalization certificates, drivers’ licenses, social security numbers, home
addresses, dates of birth, or various other documents and/or information belonging to a third party that are
considered personal.

Exemption (b)(5) provides protection for inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters, which
would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency.  The types of
documents and/or information that we have withheld under this exemption may consist of documents
containing pre-decisional information, documents or other memoranda prepared in contemplation of
litigation, or confidential communications between attorney and client.

There may be additional documents that contain discretionary releases of exempt information. If made,
these releases are specifically identified in the responsive record. These discretionary releases do not
waive our ability to invoke applicable FOIA exemptions for similar or related information in the future.

The enclosed record consists of the best reproducible copies available. Certain pages contain marks that
appear to be blacked-out information. The black marks were made prior to our receipt of the file and are
not information we have withheld under the provisions of the FOIA or PA.

You have the right to file an administrative appeal within 90 days of the date of this letter.  By filing an
appeal, you preserve your rights under FOIA and give the agency a chance to review and reconsider your
request and the agency’s decision. You may file an administrative FOIA appeal by mail to USCIS
FOIA/PA Appeals Office, 150 Space Center Loop, Suite 500, Lee's Summit, MO 64064-2139. Both the
letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”

If you would like to discuss our response before filing an appeal to attempt to resolve your dispute
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without going through the appeals process, you may contact our USCIS FOIA Public Liaison at U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services, National Records Center, FOIA/PA Office, P.O. Box 648010,
Lee’s Summit, MO 64064-8010, or by email at FOIAPAQuestions@uscis.dhs.gov.

A USCIS FOIA Public Liaison is an agency official to whom FOIA requesters can raise concerns about
the service the requester has received from the agency’s FOIA Office. USCIS FOIA Public Liaisons are
responsible for assisting in reducing delays, increasing transparency, and understanding of the status of
requests, and assisting in the resolution of disputes.

If you are unable to resolve your FOIA dispute through our USCIS FOIA Public Liaison, you may contact
the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records
Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer.  The contact information for
OGIS is Office of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration,
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001; email ogis@nara.gov; telephone 202-
741-5770; toll free 877-684-6448; or facsimile 202-741-5769.

The National Records Center does not process petitions, applications, or any other type of benefit under
the Immigration and Nationality Act. If you have questions or wish to submit documentation relating to a
matter pending with USCIS, please visit the Contact Us page at www.uscis.gov or call the USCIS Contact
Center at 800-375-5283 (TTY 800-767-1833).

How to Submit Questions or Changes

Questions concerning this FOIA/PA request may be mailed to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services,
National Records Center, FOIA/PA Office,  P.O. Box 648010, Lee's Summit, MO 64064-8010 or emailed
to FOIAPAQuestions@uscis.dhs.gov. All FOIA/PA related requests, including address changes must be
submitted in writing, and signed by the requester. Please include the control number listed above on all
correspondence. For more information regarding the USCIS FOIA Program, please visit the USCIS
website at www.uscis.gov/FOIA.

 Sincerely,

 James A Baxley
 Chief FOIA Officer
 Freedom of Information Act & Privacy Act Unit

Enclosure(s)
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February 24, 2021

Austin Evers
American Oversight
1030 15th St. NW
Suite B255
Washington, DC 20005

COW2021000706
PIN: 024140

Dear Austin Evers:

Important Notification:  During the national COVID-19 response, our capacity to process paper
FOIA requests and deliver records by mail will be greatly reduced.

To sign up for digital release, go to first.uscis.gov, create an account, and register your case using the
Control Number: COW2021000706 and PIN: 024140. Read the enclosed yellow flyer for more details.

We are in receipt of a referral of your request from the Department of Homeland Security Privacy Office,
Referral Number 2020-HQFO-01680, requesting:

All records reflecting any analysis or analyses—including, but not limited to, memoranda, reports, emails,
or other informal communications—supporting or underlying the suspension of certain categories of visas
announced in the Presidential Proclamation Suspending Entry of Aliens Who Present a Risk to the U.S.
Labor Market Following the Coronavirus Outbreak, published at Presidential Proclamation No. 10052, 85
Fed. Reg. 38263 (June 22, 2020). Date Range for Record Search: From March 15, 2020 to August 24,
2020.

This referral was received in our office on February 23, 2021. We may need to contact you at a later date
to discuss the scope of your request.

Your request is being handled under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552). It
has been assigned the following control number: COW2021000706.  Please cite this number in all future
correspondence about your request.

We respond to requests on a first-in, first-out basis and on a multi-track system. Your request has been
placed in the simple track (Track 1).

Your request for a fee waiver has been granted.

Consistent with 6 C.F.R. § 5.5(a) of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) FOIA regulations,
USCIS processes FOIA requests according to their order of receipt. Although USCIS’ goal is to respond
within 20 business days of receipt of your request, FOIA does permit a 10-day extension of this time
period in certain circumstances. Due to the increasing number of FOIA requests received by this office,
we may encounter some delay in processing your request. Additionally, due to the scope and nature of
your request, USCIS will need to locate, compile, and review responsive records from multiple offices,
both at headquarters and in the field. USCIS may also need to consult with another agency or other
component of the Department of Homeland Security that have a substantial interest in the responsive
information. Due to these unusual circumstances, USCIS will invoke a 10-day extension for your request
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B). Please contact our office if you would like to limit the scope of your
request or to agree on a different timetable for the processing of your request. We will make every effort
to comply with your request in a timely manner.
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This office now offers an online delivery option. Visit first.uscis.gov to register this request. You will
need to create a MyUSCIS account if you do not already have one.  Once logged on, click the "Register
Request" link where you will be prompted to enter your control number, COW2021000706, and PIN,
024140. A Compact Disc (CD) for use on your personal computer will be mailed if you do not wish to
take advantage of digital delivery. To request your responsive records on paper, please include your
control number and write to the above address, Attention: FOIA/PA Officer, or fax them to (802) 860-
6908.

The National Records Center (NRC) has the responsibility to ensure that personally identifiable
information (PII) pertaining to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) clients is protected. In
our efforts to safeguard this information, we may request that additional information be provided to
facilitate and correctly identify records responsive to your request. Though submission of this information
is voluntary, without this information, your request may be delayed while additional steps are taken to
ensure the correct responsive records are located and processed. Further, if we are unable to positively
identify the subject of the record we may be unable to provide records responsive to your FOIA request.

You may check the status of your FOIA request online at first.uscis.gov/#/check-status. If you have any
questions concerning your pending FOIA/PA request, or to check the status of a pending application or
petition, please call The National Customer Service Center at (800) 375-5283.  Please be aware that the
National Records Center no longer accepts FOIA/PA related questions directly by phone.

All FOIA/PA related requests, including address changes, must be submitted in writing and be signed by
the requester.  Questions concerning this FOIA/PA request may be mailed to the FOIA/PA Officer at the
PO Box listed at the top of the letterhead or emailed to USCIS.FOIA@uscis.dhs.gov.  Please include the
control number listed above on all correspondence with this office.  You can now submit a new FOIA
request online using our new Freedom of Information Act Records SysTem (FIRST). If you wish to
submit a new FOIA/PA request, please visit www.uscis.gov/FOIA for instructions and requirements.

Sincerely,

Terri White
Acting 	Director, FOIA Operations
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