
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  J U S T I C E  |  O F F I C E  O F  T H E  I N S P E C T O R  G E N E R A L  

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20530-0001 | (202) 514-3435 

February 25, 2021 

SENT VIA EMAIL 
foia@americanoversight.org  

Mr. Austin R. Evers 
Executive Director 
American Oversight 

Subject: Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Request [20-OIG-302] 

Dear Mr. Evers: 

This is a second partial response to your July 24, 2020 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the 
Office of the Inspector General (OIG), seeking “[a]ll complaints submitted to the DOJ Office of the Inspector 
General (OIG) . . . containing allegations that concern the conduct of Attorney General William Barr.”  This partial 
response supplements a response made to you on January 22, 2021.  

We have processed 339 pages of responsive records.  It has been determined that pursuant to FOIA, 5 
U.S.C. § 552(b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)(A) and (b)(7)(C), ninety-four pages are being released in part and 245 pages are 
withheld in full,  as follows:  

- 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(3), the Inspector General Act of 1978, 5 U.S.C. App. 3 § 7(b) protects the identities of
agency employees who submit complaints or information;

- 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6), protects personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

- 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(A), protects records compiled for law enforcement purposes, the disclosure of
which could reasonably be expected to interfere with law enforcement proceedings; and

- 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(C), protects records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but
only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or information could
reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

Of the 245 pages withheld in full, one 8-page document is being withheld pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552 
(b)(6), (b)(7)(A), (b)(7)(C), and (b)(3) (per the Inspector General Act of 1978, 5 U.S.C. App. 3 § 7(b)), and one 
237-page document is being withheld pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(6), (b)(7)(C), and (b)(3) (per the Inspector
General Act of 1978, 5 U.S.C. App. 3 § 7(b)).
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We are aware that this matter is in litigation and we will continue to process the requested records 
as expeditiously as possible and in compliance with all applicable court orders. 

 
If you are not satisfied with OIG’s determination in response to this request, you may 

administratively appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, 441 G Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, D.C. 20530, or you may submit an appeal 
through OIP's FOIA STAR portal by creating an account following the instructions on OIP’s website: 
https://www.justice.gov/oip/submit-and-track-request-or-appeal.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within 90 days of the date of my response to your request. If you submit your 
appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal." 
 

 For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S.C. 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV 2010).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded 
records do, or do not, exist. 

You may contact our FOIA Public Liaison, Deborah Waller at (202) 616-0646 for any further 
assistance of your request.  Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services 
they offer.  The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, 
National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-
6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at (202) 741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448. 
 

      Sincerely, 

      ]tvÖâxÄ|Çx XA _|z{àÄx 
      Jacqueline E. Lightle 

Government Information Specialist 
      Office of the General Counsel 
 
Attachment 
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linitcd ~rotes Senate 

The Honorable Michael E. Horowitz 
lnspector General 
U.S. Depanment of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington. D.C. 20530 

Dear Inspector General Horowitz: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

November 12,2019 

On May 3, 20 l 9, Senator Harris wrote a letter urging the Office of the Inspector Geoeral to 
investigate whether Attorney General William Barr received or acted upon requests or suggestions 
from President Trump or the White House to investigate anyone. 1 The letter explained that an 
inspector general investigation was warranted after Attorney General Barr's May 1, 2019, appearance 
before the Senate Judiciary Committee, where he proved unable or unwilling to state whether the 
president or anyone at the White House ever asked or suggested that he open an investigalion of 
anyone. To date. you have not responded to the letter, nor have you otherwise confirmed whether 
such an investigation is underway. 

Attorney General Barr's testimony-coupled with the president's own alarming pattern of pressuring 
the Justice Department to investigate his political opponents,:? as documented in the special counsel's 
report3-prompted concerns about whether inappropriate White House requests have undermined the 
longstanding independence of the Justice Department. Recent revelations proved such concerns to be 
well founded. Last month, for example, the American people learned that during a July 25 phone call 
between President Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelcnsky, the president indicated that 
he would instruct Attorney General Barr to contact the Ukrainian leader and assist with investigations 
into American political figures and members of their families. 

Although the Justice Department later denied that the attorney general had knowledge of the call and 
said that Mr. Barr did not speak with the president about assisting with Ukrainian investigations, -l 

such claims are belied by the president's own public statements. In an April 25,1019, interview with 
Sean Hannity, President Trump strongly suggested that Attorney General Barr would examine 
evidence gathered by Ukrainian officials relating to the family of one of the president's political 
opponents. 5 It strains credulity to maintain that Attorney General Barr was unaware of the president's 

1 Letter from Kamala 0. Harris. U.S. Senator, to Michael E. Horowir.z, Inspector Gen. for the U.S. Dep't of Justice. 
h11r,: ~ t,, Ti-.'ll,"f' • \!_\ i -> mj, J <ll,& ti :rn,• •CX>r ,,"'Jll, ~ l.i,f19:"' .lJl:ill. 
1 Michael S. Schmidt, Mueller Report Rel'ea/s Trump ·s FLrmi<m on Targeting Hillary Climo11, N. Y. TIMl::S. Apr. 24. 
1019 .. hhp). "\\" ,0) liim').C(' :?O, ~ U4 ::! .. a,. potiu9 ,~tr-.n jon~-i.lllllll';:\. hmorb! •'!ll~-t uni. 
1 U.S. DF.P"TOF JUSTICF., SPECIAL COUNSl;L ROBl;RT S. MUL:LLl:R.111, REPORT ONTHF. INVFSTIGATION ]J,,;TQ RL'SSIAN 
11'f!1'.RFF.RF.NCP. 11' THE 2016 PRF.SIOl;NTIAL ELECTION (1019) vol. II. at 107, 109. 
'Katie Benner . .Justice Dept. ·s Dismissal of Ukraine Call Raises New Questions ,./bout Barr, N.Y. Tli'l.11:aS, SepL 2S, 2019, 
ruip:.: "-.i.\\.D\time:..com :!ll19 OQ "'i u~if ~1!.IJ.iJI!1:baIT.,-!T'Yl!U!::!ll..r:ni1tc html. 
s Gregg Re, Clin1011-Ukraine collusion allegations 'big· and 'incredih/e. · wilf be r~1·iewed. Trumps~~. FOX NEWS, Apr. 
2S. 2019, hnm; ""'"' to, II'" 1-'.S.'ffi Rsdittg lr.lW!!lLt;l.;.J••\<il .. t, ul, .. :,1-1<,cr~ i'1i.Jh-ni-vl.ni',,e-.;I rmm-.;qj.JJ >J<l1 
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desire for him to conduct such invcstigaLions-invcstigations that the president mentioned to a foreign head of state and spoke of openly on cable television. When later asked whether Attorney General Barr or the Justice Department had ever been directed or suggested to start. stop. or limit the scope of an investigation, FBI Director Christopher Wray was unable to provide a definitive answer. "I can't speak to Attorney General Barr's communications with others.'' he replied. 6 

These episodes again raise questions about whether the Department of Justice and its leadership 
participate in politically motivated investigations-a practice that threatens not only the 
independence of the Justice Department, but of the rule of law. These disturbing revelations, as well 
as the attorney general's unwillingness or inability to be forthcoming when asked under oath about 
the president or White House's involvement in Justice Department investigations, warrant the prompt attention of your office. 

It is our understanding that you will appear before the Senate Judiciary Committee in the coming 
month. Prior to that hearing, we request a written response acknowledging receipt of the letter and informing us whether the Office of the Inspector General has opened an investigation into whether 
Attorney General Barr has received or acted upon requests from the president or the White House to conduct politically motivated investigations. We also request that you be prepared to answer 
questions about this matter when you later appear before the Committee. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
United States Senator 

k:&.~.~~ 
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL 
United States Senator 

SHELDON WI UTEHOUSE 
United States Senator 

(··President Trump told fox News· ·11annicy· in a wide-ranging interview Thursday night that Anomey General Bill Barr is handling the •incredible· and 'big' new revelations thar Ukrainian actors apparently leaked damaging infonnarion about then-campaign chainnan Paul Manafort to help Hillary Clin1on·s campaign ... ). During the interview, President Trump was asked whetheT American investigators should review evidence allegedly to be offered by Ukrainian officials. The president said, ··Well. I think we do. And. frankly. we have a great new anomey general who has done an unbelievable job in a very short period of time. And he is very sman and tough and I would certainly defer 10 him. I would imagine he would want to see this. People have been saying this whole~he concept of Ukraine. they have been talking about ii actually for a long time. You know that, and I would ccnainly defer to the anomey general. And we·n see what he says about it. He calls them straight. That's one thing I can tell you.'' 
6 Threats to the Homela11d: Hearing Before the S. Comm. 011 Homeland Security and VCJI' ·, .-iffuirs. I I 6rh Cong. (/t/011. 5. 
1019) 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Qirector rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
HOTLINE OIG <OIG} 
[Hotline Submission] - DOJ Employee or Program 
Wednesday, June 3, 2020 9:16:19 PM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: William Barr 
Job Title: Attorney General of the United States 
Address Type: Business 
Street Address: 950 Pennsylvania Ave 
City: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20530 
Country: USA 
Phone: (202) 514-2000 
Fax: 
Email: 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20005 
Country: USA 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: 06/01/20 6:40 PM 
Department of Justice Component: 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 
Is this a Civil Rights Violation?: on 
Is this an Insider Threat?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

DC Police, DC National Guard, US Park Police, US Secret Service, Arlington County Police, FBI 

DESCRIPTION: 

At about 6:40 PM on June l, 2020, Attorney General BatT ordered action that violated the First Amendment rights 
of US Citizens. Those citizens were peaceful protestors in/around the public prope1ty of Lafayette Square Park and 
on/around the private property of St. John's Episcopal Church. AG Barr approved and/or ordered a swift. dispersal 
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of peaceful assembly, and he ordered it not because of curfew (which was a half hour away and not in his 
jurisdiction) or because of imminent violence/danger, but merely to clear the park and clear the way for a 
photoshoot. Because AG Barr ordered the dispersal on short notice, he required (or should have understood based 
on his position and trai_ning) that it could only be accomplished through violence to those assembled. Secret 
Service, DC National Guard, and other troops under his control used extreme measures, including smoke, tear/OC 
gas and/or pepper smoke, rubber bulJets/projectiles, sound grenades, etc. AG Barr's actions violated 
the right of free speech, protest, and assembly for all the protestors. His actions, and those of the troops under his 

order, were a commission of assault and battery for those who were injured and/or traumatized. 

This message was sent from: 
bttps:Uoie,justice,i:ov/hot)jne/contact-doj.htrn 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Qirector rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
HOTLINE OIG <OIG} 
[Hotline Submission] - DOJ Employee or Program 
Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:48:04 PM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: William P. Barr 
Job Title: Attorney General 
Address Type: Business 
Street Address: 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
City: Washington 
State: District of Columbia 
Zip Code: 
Country: United States 
Phone: 202-514-2000 
Fax: 

l(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington 
State: District of Columbia 
Zip Code: 
Country: United States 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: Mon., June I at approximately 6:30 p.m. EST 
Department of Justice Component: conduct of Attorney General 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 
Is this a Civil Rights Violation?: on 
Is this an Insider Threat?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

The Attorney General 

DESCRIPTION: 

On Monday, June I, 2020 at approximately 6:30 p.m. EST-- a full half-hour before a previously announced 
Washington, D.C. 7:00 p.m. curfew -- Attorney General William Barr personally ordered law enforcement officers 
with the Parks Service and/or possibly others to forcefully disperse peaceful protesters engaged in the lawful 
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exercising of their constitutionally protected rights of peaceful assembly and free speech. 

Attorney General Barr is publicly on record admitting this unlawful order, expressly for the partisan political 
purpose of facilitating a photo opportunity for the President. 

This blatant violation of the U.S. Constitution and flagrant disregarding of his oath of office disqualifies him to 
continue in the office of Attorney General. 

l therefore request that your office immediately conduct a through investigation to confirm these already public 
facts, and then issue a recommendation for William Barr's immediate dismissal as Attorney General of the United 
States. 

I look forward to your timely response. 

This message was sent from: 
https://oie,iustice,eov/hothne/contact-doj.htm 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Qirector rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
HOTLINE OIG <OIG} 
[Hotline Submission] - DOJ Employee or Program 
Wednesday, June 3, 2020 4:08:14 PM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 

b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: Attorney General William P. Barr 
Job Title: Attorney General 
Address Type: Business 
Street Address: 
City: 
State: 
Zip Code: 
Country: 
Phone: 
Fax: 
Email: 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington DC 
State: Washington DC 
Zip Code: 20001 
Country: USA 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: 06/01/2020; 6: l 7pm 
Department of Justice Component: Attorney General 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 
Is this a Civil Rights Violation?: on 
Is this an Insider Threat?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

DESCRIPTION: 

On Monday June 1st, 2020, at approximately 6: 17 pm, Attorney General William P. Barr organised the use of force 
against Americans who were protesting peacefully and posed no visible threat in Lafayette Square (Northern Edge, 
Pennsylvania Ave NW & 16th Street Northwest, Washington, DC 20001) to disperse peaceful protesters so that 
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President Trump could pose for a picture in front of St John's Church. 

Video evidence showed that he engaged the US Military, The ACPD, The Secret Service and the US Park Police to 
use flash grenade, chemical spray, smoke, shield bearing riot officers and mounted police to use appalling and 
excessive force on the peaceful protesters. This took place 1000 feet from the symbol of American Democracy, The 
White House. 

Attorney General William P. Barr who is our Chief Law Enforcement Officer of the Justice Department, violated 
the Civil Rights of Individuals, of Americans, he violated his Constitutional Duties. He violated his Oath to Protect 
and Defend The Constitution. He swore on Oath of Office. He violated the Right of The People peaceably to 
assemble. 

This message was sent from: 
https://oji;.justice,i;:ov/hot)ine/contact-doj,htm 

r'"''· ''"'"CJ 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Director rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
General lospector rorm 
[Hotline Submission] - Violation of Civil Rights or Civil Liberties 
Wednesday, June 3, 2020 6:52:47 PM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: William Barr/Donal Trump 
Job Title: Depa1tment of Justice/POTUS 
Address Type: 
Street Address: 1525 H Street NW 
City: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20005 
Country: United States 
Phone: 
Fax: 
Email: 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20005 
Country: 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: 6:20 PM 6/2/2020 
Department of Justice Component: 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

My congressman 

DESCRIPTION: 

Capitol Police forces and National Guard troops surged forward p1ior to DC curfew and assaulted church compound 
including clergy. This is a violation of the 1st and 5th amendment. This turned a place of worship into a battlespace 
as described by Joint Chiefs Chairman. 
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What law enforcement and security forces were present? 

Did Secret service have tactical command? 

Who Gave the order to advance on the Church? 

Why wasn't the Church diocese asked for permission to enter their grounds? 

Who was was the tactical commander on the ground responsible for the security forces at LAfayette Park? What was 
the role of the president and Attorney General? Both of whom were seen at the church minutes after the 
assault.What roles did the employees of the DOJ play in this event? 

How can employees of the DOJ both investigate c1imes against civil tights while other DOJ employees may 
perpetuate these crimes against clergy and civil rights law. 

This message was sent from: 
hups'{/ojg justice gov/hotline/contact-civil hem 

/\MER t Al\ 
pVERSIGHT 



DOJ-20-1871-B-000011

From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Director rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
General lospector rorm 
[Hotline Submission] - Violation of Civil Rights or Civil Liberties 

Wednesday, June 3, 2020 3:07:33 PM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: William Barr 
Job Title: Attorney General of the United States 
Address Type: Business 
Street Address: 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
City: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20530 
Country: USA 
Phone: 202-514-2000 
Fax: 
Email: 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20005 
Country: USA 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: 06/01/20 6:30pm 
Department of Justice Component: 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

DC Police, DC National Guard, US Park Police, US Secret Service, Arlington County Police, FBI 

DESCRIPTION: 

On/about 6:30pm June I, 2020, Attorney General Barr violated the First Amendment rights of peaceful protestors 
in/around Lafayette Square Park and on/near the patio of St. John's Episcopal Church. Specifically, he 
approved/ordered a late-notice, too-swift, dispersal of peaceful assembly that was, therefore, violent (smoke, 
tear/OC gas, rubber bullets/projectiles, noise grenades, etc.) an in violation of the affected citizens' civil rights. By 
his own admission, he did not undertake this action because anyone was in danger, but rather and merely to "clear 
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the park" and "clear the way." Barri.ng injury or trauma, he violated the citizens' rights of free speech, protest, and 
assembly. In the events of injury and trauma (both ensued), he committed assault and battery, as did the officers and 
troops under his command. 

This message was sent from: 
htt.ps :/Joie:, j ustice,e;ov/hotlj ne/contact-civi I. htm 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Qirector rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
HOTLINE OIG <OIG} 
[Hotline Submission] - DOJ Employee or Program 
Tuesday, June 2, 2020 8:22:20 PM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: William Barr 
Job Title: Attorney General 
Address Type: Business 
Street Address: 950 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
City: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20530 
Country: 
Phone: 
Fax: 
Email: 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20500 
Country: USA 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: Monday, June 1, 2020, approximately 5:00pm 
Department of Justice Component: Barr Ordered lllegal Clearance of Protestors 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 
Is this a Civil Rights Violation?: on 
Is this an Insider Threat?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

DESCRIPTION: 

Per press and other reports, William Barr, the Attorney General of the United States, did illegally order the forceful 
removal of peaceful protestors from Lafayette Park near the White House for purposes of enabling President Donald 
Trump to walk through the park to reach the St. John Church. This was a violation of the protestors' constitutional 
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rights to free assembly and grotesque overreach on the part of the AG. Further information is contained in this 
report: https ://www. wash i ni:tonpost,com/pol itjcs/barr-personally-ordered-removal-of-protesters-near-white-house­
Ieadi n i:-to-use-of- force-ai:ainst-lari:e!y-peaceful-crowd/2020/06/02/0ca2417c-a4d5- I I ea-b4 73-
04905b I af82b stoey,html 

I expect that DOJ will carry out a full investigation of this incident and hold Mr. Barr fully accountable for his 
illegal and unconscionable action. This was an affront to American values and to the justice for which your 
department USED to stand. All Americans will be watching how you handle this. 

This message was sent from: 
htt;ps://oii: justice i:ov/hotljne/contact-doj.htm 

I''"''•""'"" 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Qirector rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
HOTLINE OIG <OIG} 
[Hotline Submission] - DOJ Employee or Program 
Tuesday, June 2, 2020 6:41 :16 PM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 

b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: William Barr 
Job Title: Attorney General 
Address Type: Business 
Street Address: 950 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
City: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20530 
Country: United States 
Phone: 
Fax: 
Email: 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20500 
Country: United States 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: 06/01/2020 6: 15 PM 
Department of Justice Component: AG 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 
Is this a Civil Rights Violation?: on 
Is this an Insider Threat?: on 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

FBI on the website 

DESCRIPTION: 

AG W Barr ordered the forceful and violent moving of hundreds of I 00% Peaceful Demonstrators in order to clear a 
path for the President's Photo Opportunity in front of a church. Tear Gas, rubber bullets and horses were used by 
va1ious uniformed police officers on the demonstrators. This is in violation of their Civil Rights and First 
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Amendment Rights. 

This message was sent from: 
https://oii:.justice i:ov/hotline/contact-doj.htm 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

/\MER t Al\ 
pVERSIGHT 



DOJ-20-1871-B-000017

From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Qirector rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
HOTLINE OIG <OIG} 
[Hotline Submission] - DOJ Employee or Program 
Tuesday, June 2, 2020 6:22:39 PM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: Wiliam Barr 
Job Title: Attorney 
Address Type: Business 
Street Address: 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 
City: Washington, 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 
Country: 
Phone: (202) 514-3435 
Fax: 
Email: info@doj.gov 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington DC 
State: DC 
Zip Code: same as above 
Country: same as above 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: June 1, 2020@ 4:00PM 
Department of Justice Component: Wm. Barr 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 
Is this a Civil Rights Violation?: on 
Is this an Insider Threat?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

DESCRIPTION: 

The abovenamed Barr did cause violence to be inflicted on innocent pedestrians, protestors, and clergy. 

This entire attack was broadcast live on all major TV outlets in America, social media, and national news media. 
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Since then, Barr has gone on national media and unequivocally taken full credit for issuing orders to federal officers 
who perpetrated violence and injury. There can be no mistake as to his incitement to violence. 

Mr. Barr, by his actions, violated the 1st Amendment rights of Americans, desecrated a Church, and injured 
innocent civilians by his orders to use of tear gas, flash grenades, batons, rubber bullets, and all manner of weapons, 
including bayonets and lethal weaponry. 

You know where you can find this man. And he should immediately be taken into custody without bail as he has 
committed domestic terrorism and is a threat to civilized Americans everywhere. 

This message was sent from: 
bttps·/Joig justice goy/hothne/conract-doj btm 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Director rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
General lospector rorm 
[Hotline Submission] - Violation of Civil Rights or Civil Liberties 

Wednesday, June 3, 2020 7:23:33 AM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 

(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: William Barr 
Job Title: Attorney General 
Address Type: 
Street Address: 
City: 
State: 
Zip Code: 
Country: 
Phone: 
Fax: 
Email: 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington 
State: District of Columbia 
Zip Code: 
Country: 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: Late afternoon EDT, Monday, June 1, 2020 
Department of Justice Component: 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

DESCRIPTION: 

At least according to multiple news reports, the AG was the person who ordered an entirely peaceful and legal 
protest demonstration to be cleared out with flashbang bombs, tear gas canisters, pepper balls, batons, and officers 
on horseback. 
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This violates the right of the people to peaceably assemble as guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. 

This message was sent from: 
bttpS'//oig justice gov/hot)jne/contacJ-civil hem 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Director rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
General lospector rorm 
[Hotline Submission] - Violation of Civil Rights or Civil Liberties 

Tuesday, June 2, 2020 3:32:15 PM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 
b)(6); (b)(7)(C) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: William Barr 
Job Title: Attorney General 
Address Type: 
Street Address: 
City: 
State: 
Zip Code: 
Country: 
Phone: 
Fax: 
Email: 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington DC 
State: District of Columbia 
Zip Code: 
Country: 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: June 1, 2020 between 6:30 and 7:00 pm 
Department of Justice Component: Administration 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

DESCRIPTION: 

News sources claim AG Barr issued order to fire tear gas and rubber bullets at persons exercising their First 
Amendment right to protest without provocation. The incident occurred on the streets and sidewalks across from the 
Lafayette Park, from which protestors had been excluded, to St. John's Church. It is my understanding that the 
protest was a legal and non-violent exercise of fundamental constitutional rights and protestors were harmed and 
deprived of their right to assemble and petition the government by unlawful order of an attorney general. 
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Training is deficient. 

This message was sent from: 
https·//oig justice gov/hotlinekontact-civi! hem 
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Democracy 21 Fax 
2000 Massachusetts A venue, NW 

Washington, DC 20036 
Phone 202.355. 9600 

Fax 202.355. 9606 

Date: June 12, 2020 

To: Michael Horowitz 

Inspector General 

Fax: 

From: 

Re: 

Page#: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Suite 4706 

950 Pennsylvania Ave N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 20530 

202-616-9881 

Democracy 21 

Democracy 2 t Complaint Regarding Attorney General 
William Barr and US Attorney J olm Bash 

6 (including c.over) 

Please confirm receipt of this document. 

AMf HICAN 
pVERSIGHT 

[21001/006 



DOJ-20-1871-B-000024

06/12/2020 FRI 12: 58 FAX 

ii DEMOCRACY 21 

Michael I IorO\vitz 
Inspector General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Suite 4706 
950 Pennsylvania Ave N. \V. 
Washington, DC 20530 

Robin C. Ashton 
Counsel 
Office of Professional Responsibility 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Suite 3529 
950 Pennsylvania A vc. N \V 
\Vashington, DC 20530 

June 11, 2020 

Re: Democracy 21 complaint requesting investi2:ation of Attorney General_ 
Barr's a.pJ.)_9int11wn.t.of U.S. Attorney John F. Bash to lead criminal 
investigation into "unmasking" of ivfichael Flynn 

Dear Inspector General Horowitz and Counsel Ashton: 

Democracy 21 requests that you conduct an investigation of Attorney General William 
Ban·'s appointment of U.S. Attorney John F. Bash to lead a criminal investigation into 
the "unmasking" of Michael Flynn by Obama Administration officials, and Bash's failure 
to recuse himself from the appointment in light of his apparent conflict of interest in 
doing so. 

The appointment of Bash to lead the investigation fails to comply with the conflict of 
interest rules of the Justice Dcpurtrnent and the Department's norms, standards and core 
mission to Q!Qyide "fair an<l impartial justice for all Arnericans." 

John Hash is the U.S. Attorney for the \Vestern District of Texas. He was nominated by 
President Trump and sworn into that position on December 11, 2017. Prior to his 
appointment, 13ash served in the White House as Special Assistant to President Trump 
and Associate \Vhite House Counsel. 

An individual who has worked as a Trump Special Assistant and White House Counsel 
has no public credibility to head a criminal investigation about the ''unmasking" of 
Michael Flynll by Obama Administration officials. President Trump has been attacking 

AMr:J~ICAN 
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the "unmasking" as part of his undefined and unexplained assertions about "Obamagatc," 
which appears to be nothing more than a label created for the purpose of damaging his 
presidential opponent, .Toe Hiden, who served as Vice President in the Obama 
Administration. 

It is plainly inappropriate to name a former Special Assistant and Associate White House 
Counsel to Trump to conduct this politicized investigation, all tbe more so just months 
before a presidential election in which Trump is a candidate. 

Attorney General Barr's appointment of Bash was announced on May 28, 2020 by DOJ 
spokesperson Kerri Kupec as part of an appearance on Sean Hannity's television show on 
Fox News. This is not the way such appointments are normally announced. 

According to a report in The rVashington I'osr, Kupec said, "The attorney general 
determined that certain aspects of unmasking needed to be reviewed." According to 
Pollfir·o, she added, "Obviously, \Ve know that unmasking inherently isn't wrong but 
certainly the frequency, the motivation and the reasoning behind unmasking can be 
problematic." 

"Unmasking" is the process by which a national security official can request that the 
identity of a person mentioned in an intelligence report be revealed to the ofticial. 
According to f~o.J.j[_zq_Q, the practice is "common. For example, last year alone, U.S. spy 
agencies vvcrc asked 7,724 times to reveal the identities of Americans mentioned in those 
intercepts." 

Kupec, the Depar1mcnfs spokesperson, characterized the new "unmasking" investigation 
initiated by Attorney General Harr as an offshoot of the Department's ongoing 
investigation, also initiated by f3arr, into the origins of the Justice Department's Russia 
investigation. The ongoing investigation is being led by U.S. Attorney John Dmham. 
According to Kups:_~, "The attorney general determined that certain aspects of unmasking 
needed to he reviewed separately as a support to John Durham's investigation." 

The Durham investigation into how the Obama Administration initiated the Russia 
investigation, and the new Bash investigation into the admittedly lawfol and common 
practice of unmasking, are highly politicized and driven by President Trump. The first 
grew directly out of PrcsidL:nt Trump's repeated, though discredited, claims that the 
Russia investigation was a "hoax" and that the Department engaged in a '\vitch hunt" of 
himself, his campaign and his associates. The second grew out of rectnt claims that 
Trnmp 's former national security adviser, Michael Flynn, was improperly investigated, 
prosecuted, and convicted by the Department. As Politico note$, 

Bash' s new investigative role with the Justice Department comes as the 
president and congressional Republicans have escalated their attacks on 
former senior officials within President Barack Obama's administration 
who might have been involved in effo1ts that unmasked Michael Flynn, 
Trump's first national security adviser. 
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The "unmasking" matter has gained further attention in the wake of the Department's 
recent con1roYersial charrn.c of position on the Flynn guilty plea, a decision that has kg to 
"intense criticism from congressional Democrats and former Juslice Department officials 
who charge that the attorney general ts abusing the pmver:; of his office to settle the 
president's partisan vendettas." 

Jn order to defend the Department's highly unusual action to seek dismissal of the Flynn 
charges post-conviction, President Trump and his supporters have challenged the origin 
of the Flynn prosecution. They have claimed that flynn was unfairly tmgctcd by officials 
in the Obama Administration who may have improperly unmasked his identity and then 
leaked his involvement in the conversations with a Russian diplomat, Sergcy Kislyak, 
that eventually led to his indictment and conviction. 

But according to press reports, the \.Vhole premise of this claim - that Flynn's name was 
masked in the first place - may well be vv-rong. According to The Washington Post, 

lt was the FBL not the NSA, that ·wiretapped Kislyak's calls and created the 
.summary and transcript. the former officials said. 

''Wht"n the FBT circulated [the reporr). they included Flynn's name from the 
beginning .. bcc.rnsc it was essential to understanding irs significance, said a 
former senior C .S. official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to descrihe 
sensitive intelligence. '"There were therefore no requests fr1r the unnrnsking or that 
infornrntion.·· 

This set of allegstions relating to Flynn, along with other unsubstantiated claims, has 
bt:en packaged by President Trump under the specious and unexplained label of 
"Obamagatc.'' In lhis context, the I3ash investigation into unmasking by Obama officials, 
initiated hy Attorney General Barr, has an Lmc.leniably political and partisan cast. 

The fact thc1t Attorney Ucncral Barr has opened this investigation at all pb:iys into 
Trnmp's use of the pejorative "Obamagatc" label and furthers Trump's efforts to 
discredit the Flynn investigalion by Obama Administration officials, despite the fact that 
Flynn pleaded guilty and admitted his guilt under oath on multiple occasions. 

Any Department investigation of such a politically charged matter should 1101 be opened 
at all just months before the presidential election, but if it is, the investigation must be 
undertaken in a manner that leaves no room for questioning the fairness, impartiality and 
credibility of the investigation or the investigators. 

ln this light, Attorney General Barr's appointment of U.S. Attorney Bash to lead the 
investigation and Bash's acceptance of the assignment is self-evidently improper, and in 
direct conflict with the Department's core mi.~sion "to ensure fair and impa1tial 
administration of justice for all Americans." 
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There is no -..vay that an individual who worked in this Administration as Special 
Assistant and Associate White House Counsel for President Trump can have any public 
credibility in cooducting part of a criminal investigation demanded by President Trump 
and being used by Trump for partisan political purposes to damage his opponent in the 
2020 presidential election. 

In selecting U.S. Attorney Bash, the Attorney General has chosen a prosecutor who 
creates the appearance that he has been chosen to serve the partisan re-election objectives 
of his former boss. 

This selection is not only contrary to the core mission of the Department but also 
apparently fails to comply with DOJ conflict of interest rules. 

The DOJ recusal regulations at 26 C.F.R. § 45.2 state: 

(a) .... no employee shall participate in a criminal investigation or 
prosecution if he has a personal or political relationship with: 

(1) Any person or organization substantially involved in the 
conduct that is the subject of the investigation or prosecution; or 

(2) Any person or organization which he knows has a specific and 
suhstantial interest that would be directly affected by the outcome 
of the investigation or prosecution. 

28 CFR § 45.2(a). The regulation fmther defines the term "political relationship" to mean 
"a close identificatimi with an elected official, a candidate (whether or not successful) for 
elective, public office, a political party, or a campaign organization, arising from service 
as a principal adviser thereto or a principal official thereof." Id. § 45.2(c). A Special 
Assistant to the President and Associate \Vhite Ilouse Counsel is a principal adviser to 
the President. 

Further, under 28 CFR § 42.5(b) any prosecutor falling within the scope of subsection 
45.2(a) must have his participation in an investigation reviewed, and may participate in 
the investigation only if a supervisor determines in writing: 

. _ . after full consideration of all facts and circumstances, that: 

( 1) The relationship will not have the effect of rendering the employee's 
service less than fully impartial and professional; and 

(2) The employee's panicipation would not create an appearance of a 
conflict of interest likely to affect the public perception of the integrity of 
the investigation or prosecution. 
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As explained above, the allegation that Obama Administration officials engaged in 
improper unmasking of Flynn is part of President Trump's use of the pejorative and 
unexplained label "Obamagate," which Trump repeatedly wields in an attempt to damage 
the presidential campaign of his opponent, Vice President Biden. 

This unmasking allegation is publicly associated with President Trump and his allies, and 
with Trump's efforts to damnge and defeat Vice President Biden. Trump thus has a 
"specific and substantial" political interest in how the investigation of that allegation is 
undertaken and resolved, within the scope of the Justice Department's conflict of interest 
and rccusal rules. 

Thus, under DOJ conflict of interest rules, Bash has a "political relationship" with 
President Trnmp, and Trump has a "direct and substantial" interest in the conduct and 
outcome of the unmasking investigation. Therefore, Bash' s participntion in the 
unmasking investigation is precluded by subsection (a) of the Department's conflict of 
interest rules. Hash's participation is also precluded by subsecLion (b) of lhc same rules. 

Bash's role as Special Assistant and Associate White House Counsel to President Trump 
means his service to lead the unmasking investigation is "less than fully impa11ial" within 
the scope of subsection (b )( 1 ), particularly given the highly politicized context in which 
any investigation of the unmasking allegation would occur. For the same reason. Bash's 
involverncnl in the investigation would create "an a.ppearance of a conflict of interest 
likely to affect the public perception of the integrity of the investigation or prosecution," 
within the scope of subsection (h)(2). 

Under DOJ conflict of interest mies, Barr should not have appointed Bash lo lead this 
investigation and Bash should never have accepted the position. Rash is prohibited from 
conducting the "unmasking" investigation and rnusl withdraw immediately from doing 
so. 

The decision to appoint Rash, with his close tics to President Trump, to lead an 
investigation initiated just months before a presidential election - nn investigation that 
serves Trump's patiisan political aim of damaging his opponent in the coming 
presidential election- could not he more improper and in apparent violation of the Justice 
Department rules. 

Democracy 21 strongly urges you to open an immediate investigation of 1his matter and 
to take appropriate action to have U.S. Attorney Bash comply with the Justice 
Department's recusal rnle& snd to hold Attorney General Barr and Bash accountable for 
their apparent violation of the Department's conflict of interest rules. 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Director rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
General lospector rorm 
[Hotline Submission] - Violation of Civil Rights or Civil Liberties 
Monday, June 8, 2020 10:14:16 AM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):5 U.S.C. App. 3 Section 7(b) (Inspector General Act of 1978) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: William Barr 
Job Title: Attorney General of the United States 
Address Type: Business 
Street Address: 950 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
City: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20530 
Country: USA 
Phone: 
Fax: 
Email: 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: Washington 
State: DC 
Zip Code: 20530 
Country: USA 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: June 1, 2020, 6:00-7:00 p.m. (approximately), EDT 
Department of Justice Component: Office of the Attorney General 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

DESCRIPTION: 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):5 u.s.c. App. 3 section 7(b) (Inspector General Act of 1978) 
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This complaint is regarding Attorney General William P. Barr's apparent (1) violation of 18 U.S.C. §§ 241, 242, 2, 
(2) gross mismanagement of the Department of Justice, (3) gross waste of funds, (4) abuse of authority, and (5) 
causation of substant.ial and specific danger to public health and safety. 

According to the White House spokesperson and various news reports, on June 1, 2020, Mr. Barr gave orders to 
clear Lafayette Square in Washington, D.C., of individuals who were protesting the death of Mr. George Floyd, a 
Black man who was killed by police officers during his arrest in Minneapolis in May 2020, the death of Ms. 
Breonna Taylor, a Black woman who was killed by police officers in her home in Louisville in March 2020, as well 
as systemic racism in this nation's criminal justice system. The protesters were exercising their constitutional rights 
to speak freely, assemble peaceably, petition the government, and exercise their religion freely. The protesters 
enjoyed the right to be free from unwarranted seizure by the government. 

According to news reports, Mr. Barr's actions and the direct consequences of his actions were as follows: On June 1, 
2020, before President Donald Trump was to walk from the White House to St. John's Episcopal Church in 
Washington, D.C., for a photo opportunity session, Mr. Barr arrived at Lafayette Square at about 6:08 p.m., saw 
where the protesters were located, and ordered that the protesters be cleared and the security perimeter that 
surrounded the White House be pushed out further toward the protesters. In carrying out Mr. Ba!T's orders, federal 
and local law enforcement officers violently suppressed and dispersed an ongoing peaceful protest. Officers in riot 
gear used smoke and flash grenades, rubber bullets, and chemical spray to disperse the protesters, among whom 
were clergypersons expressing their right to free exercise of religion in speaking prophetically against the evils of 
police brutality and systemic racism in the crin1inal justice system. Apparently, Mr. B 
arr's order was an attempt to better facilitate the President's walk to St. John's Episcopal Church. According to 

news reports, law enforcement agencies that participated in the clearing of protesters from Lafayette Square 
included members of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 
Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. Marshals Service, Bureau of Prisons, U.S. Parks Service, and U.S. Secret 
Service. Since June 1, although Mr. Barr has denied giving specific "tactical" orders as to how the protests should 
be disrupted and dispersed, he has not denied giving orders to forcibly move the security perimeter toward the 
peaceful protesters and admitted to members of the news media that the dispersal of the protesters "had to be done" 
and that his attitude was to "get it [dispersal of protesters] done." 

In making this complaint, I am relying on the news media accounts of the events desc1ibed above, the statements of 
the White House and Department of Justice spokespersons (as reported in the news media), and the statements Mr. 
Barr made to the news media since the events. I am not a percipient witness to the events described above. I have 
not learned any facts about the events described above, directly or indirectly, from any percipient witness to the 
events described above. I am not aware of any classified or legally restricted information in my possession that is 
relevant to the events described above. 

It appears that Mr. Barr's above-desc1ibed acts on June l, 2020 were in violations of 18 U.S.C. §§ 241, 242, 2 
(conspiracy to deprive, and deprivation of, rights under color of law, and aiding and abetting and causing 
deprivation of rights under law). Mr. Barr may have violated 18 U.S.C. § 242, on June 1, in that (1) the victim 
protesters were inhabitants of United States states, districts, and territories when the violation of their rights 
occuned; (2) Mr. Barr acted under color of law as the Attorney General of the United States; (3) Mr. Barr's conduct 
deprived the victim protesters of rights secured and protected by the First and Fourth Amendments of the U.S. 
Constitution, nan1ely, the rights to speak freely, assemble peaceably, petition the government, exercise their religion 
freely, and be free from unwarranted seizure by the government; and (4) Mr. Barr acted willfully with the purpose to 
violate protected constitutional rights of the victim protesters. In so acting, 

it appears that Mr. Barr also aided and abetted and caused the dep1ivation of rights of the victim protesters, in 
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violation of 18 U.S.C. § 2. He further appears to have conspired with one or more other individuals in injuring, 
oppressing, threatening, and intimidating the victim protesters in the free exercise and enjoyment of their First and 
Foutth Amendment rights and privileges, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 241. 

In ordering members of the FBI, the ATF, the DEA, the USMS, and the BOP (all agencies under the Department of 
Justice) to violently suppress and disperse protesters and cause deprivation of rights of the protesters, it appears that 
Mr. Barr engaged in gross mismanagement of the Department's resources. Mr. Barr's orders and participation in the 
deprivation of rights of the protesters also appears to have represented gross waste of funds and abuse of authority. 
Mr. Barr's conduct also appears to have caused substantial and specific danger to public health and safety, 
particularly the health and safety of the protesters. 

Mr. Barr's conduct of June l, 2020 also appears to have violated the oath he took to support and defend the 
Constitution he took when he became the Attorney General of the United States on February 14, 2019. By his 
apparent actions, he has irreparably harmed the constitutional integrity of the Department of Justice and 
substantially interfered with the ability of the members of the Department to seek justice, promote law and order, 
and ensure public safety and national security. 

At the same time, I believe that every individual suspected of engaging in a criminal activity should be accmded full 
protections under the Due Process Clause, even if that individual appears to have violated numerous rights of many 
others. Mr. Barr deserves such protections in the course of the OIG's investigation into his potential criminal 
violations of the civil rights and civil liberties of the protesters at Lafayette Square on June I, 2020. 

Below I include links to various news media accounts describing the events described in this complaint: 

AG Barr ordered protesters to be cleared from park before Trump visit: Officials: 

htn>s · //abcnews.eo.com/Politics/ae-barr-ordered-protesters-cleared-park-trump-visit/story? id=7102625 8 

Barr personally ordered removal of protesters near White House, leading to use of force 

against largely peaceful crowd: https://www.washin~tonpost com/politjcs/barr-personally-ordered-removal-of­
protesters-near-white-house-leadi ne-to-use-of- force-a~ainst-lar~el y-_peaceful-crowd/2020/06/02/0ca24 I 7c-a4d5-
I I ea-b4 73-04905b I af82b story.html 

Barr says he didn't give tactical order to clear protesters: 
https://www.nytimes.com/a_ponline/2020/06/05/us/politics/ap-us-amerjca-protests-attorney-~eneral,html 

Barr again defends law enforcement's force in controversial removal of peaceful protesters in DC: 
https://www cnn.com/2020/06/07/politics/barr-law-enforcement-force-dc-protests/index html 
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Barr seeks to dissociate himself from move on demonstrators outside Lafayette Square: 

https://www.washin~tonpost.com/national-security/barr-seeks-to-dissociate-himself-from-move-on-demonstrators­
outside-lafayette-park/2020/06/05/47cb96b6-a78e-l I ea-bb20-ebffi92lf3bbd story html 

This message was sent from: 
https · //oi~.justice ~ov/hotJine/contact-civiI.htm 

b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):5 U.S.C. App. 3 Section 7(b) (Inspector 
K,eneral Act of 1978) 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 

COPS - Office of the Qirector rma;ito · norepiy@copsJ doj goyJ 
HOTLINE OIG <OIG} 
[Hotline Submission] - DOJ Employee or Program 
Thursday, June 11, 2020 2:21 :20 AM 

YOUR INFORMATION: 
b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):5 U.S.C. App. 3 Section 7(b) (Inspector General Act Of 1978) 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE COMPLAINING ABOUT: 

Name: 
Job Title: 
Address Type: 
Street Address: 
City: 
State: 
Zip Code: 
Country: 
Phone: 
Fax: 
Email: 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMPLAINT: 

City Incident Occurred: 
State: 
Zip Code: 
Country: 
Date and Time Incident OccmTed: 
Department of Justice Component: 
Occurred at a Prison or Holding Facility?: 
Is this a Civil Rights Violation?: 
Is this an Insider Threat?: 

OTHER GOVERNMENT ENTITIES NOTIFIED: 

DESCRIPTION: 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):5 U S.C. App. 3 Section 7(b) (Inspector General Act of 1978) 
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This complaint is regarding Attorney General William P. Barr's apparent (1) violations of 18 U.S.C. §§ 241, 242, 2, 
(2) gross mismanagement of the Department of Justice, (3) gross waste of funds, ( 4) abuse of authority, and (5) 
causation of substantial and specific danger to public health and safety. 

According to the White House spokesperson and various news reports, on June 1, 2020, Mr. Barr gave orders to 
clear Lafayette Square in Washington, D.C., of individuals who were protesting the death of Mr. George Floyd, a 
black man who was killed by police officers during his arrest in Minneapolis in May 2020, the death of Ms. Breonna 
Taylor, a black woman who was killed by police officers in her home in Louisville in March 2020, as well as 
systemic racism in this nation's criminal justice system. The protesters were exercising their constitutional rights to 
speak freely, assemble peaceably, petition the government, and exercise their religion freely. The protesters enjoyed 
the right to be free from unwarranted seizure by the government. 

According to news reports, Mr. Barr's actions and the direct consequences of his actions were as follows: On June l, 
2020, before President Donald Trump was to walk from the White House to St. John's Episcopal Church in 
Washington, D.C., for a photo opportunity session, Mr. Barr arrived at Lafayette Square at about 6:08 p.m., saw 
where the protesters were located, and ordered that the protesters be cleared and the security perimeter that 
surrounded the White House be pushed out further toward the protesters. According to one news report, a member 
of the National Guard directly informed Mr. Barr that the protesters were peaceful even as Barr authorized law 
enforcement to clear the protesters. 

Io carrying out Mr. Barr's orders, federal and local law enforcement officers violently suppressed and dispersed an 
ongoing peaceful protest. Officers in riot gear used smoke and flash grenades, sting ball grenades, rubber bullets, 
and chemical spray and chemical grenades, including tear gas, to disperse the protesters, among whom were 
clergypersons expressing their right to free exercise of religion in speaking prophetically against the evils of police 
brutality and systemic racism in the criminal justice system. Some clergy were reportedly there to hand out water to 
the protesters. According to news reports, law enforcement agencies that participated in the cleating of protesters 
from Lafayette Square included members of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives, Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. Marshals Service, Bureau of Prisons, U.S. Parks 
Service, and U.S. Secret Service. 

Since June 1, although Mr. Barr has denied giving specific "tactical" orders as to how the protests should be 
disrupted and dispersed, he has not denied giving orders to forcibly move the security perimeter toward the peaceful 
protesters and admitted to members of the news media that the dispersal of the protesters "had to be done" and that 
his attitude was to "get it [dispersal of protesters] done." 

In making this complaint, I am relying on the news media accounts of the events desc1ibed above, the statements of 
the White House and Department of Justice spokespersons (as reported in the news media), and the statements Mr. 
Barr made to the news media since the events. I am not a percipient witness to the events described above. I have 
not learned any facts about the events described above, directly or indirectly, from any percipient witness to the 
events described above. I am not aware of any classified or legally restricted information in my possession that is 
relevant to the events described above. 
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It appears that Mr. Barr's above-described acts on June l, 2020 were in violations of 18 U.S.C. §§ 241,242, 2 
(conspiracy to deprive, and deprivation of, rights under color of law, and aiding and abetting and causing 
deprivation of rights under law). Mr. Barr may have violated 18 U.S.C. § 242, on June l, in that ( 1) the victim 
protesters were inhabitants of United States' states, districts, and territories when the violation of their rights 
occurred; (2) Mr. Barr acted under color of law as the Attorney General of the United States; (3) Mr. Barr's conduct 
deprived the victim protesters of rights secured and protected by the First and Fourth Amendments of the U.S. 
Constitution, namely, the rights to speak freely, assemble peaceably, petition the government, exercise their religion 
freely, and be free from unwarranted seizure by the government; and (4) Mr. Barr acted willfully with the purpose to 
violate protected constitutional rights of the victim protesters. In so 
acting, it appears that Mr. Barr also aided and abetted and caused the deprivation of rights of the victim protesters, 
in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 2. He further appears to have conspired with one or more other individuals in injuring, 
oppressing, threatening, and intimidating the victim protesters in the free exercise and enjoyment of their First and 
Fourth Amendment rights and privileges, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 241. 

In ordering members of the FBI, the ATF, the DEA, the USMS, and the BOP (all agencies under the Department of 
Justice) to violently suppress and disperse protesters and cause deprivation of rights of the protesters, it appears that 
Mr. Barr engaged in gross mismanagement of the Department's resources. Mr. Barr's orders and participation in the 
deprivation of rights of the protesters also appears to have represented gross waste of funds and abuse of authority. 
Mr. Barr's conduct also appears to have caused substantial and specific danger to public health and safety, 
particularly the health and safety of the protesters. Mr. Barr's conduct of June 1, 2020 also appears to have violated 
the oath he took to support and defend the Constitution he took when he became the Attorney General of the United 
States on February 14, 2019. By his apparent actions, he has irreparably harmed the constitutional integrity of the 
Department of Justice and substantially interfered with the a 
bility of the members of the Department to seek justice, promote law and order, and ensure public safety and 

national security. 

This message was sent from: 
htt_ps://oie,iustice,eov/hotljne/contact-doj,htm 
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Dear Mr. Horowitz: 

We write to you as alumni of the United States Department of Justice C'DOJ" or the 

"Department''). Collectively, we have served in both career and high-ranking politically­

appointed positions in both Republican and Democratic administrations. Some of us had careers 

that spanned decades and multiple administrations. 

We are deeply concerned about the Departmenfs actions, and those of Attorney General William 
Barr himself, in response to the nationwide lawful gatherings to protest the systemic racism that 

has plagued this country throughout its history, recently exemplified by the brutal killings of 
George Floyd and Breonna Taylor by sworn law enforcement officers acting under the color of 

law. These unjustified killings are anathema to the fair administration of justice, and have rightly 

outraged Americans of all races and political persuasions, many of whom have chosen to 
exercise their First Amendment rights through public protest. In particular, we are disturbed by 

Attorney General Barr's possible role in ordering law enforcement personnel to suppress a 
peaceful domestic protest in Lafayette Square on June 1, 2020, for the purpose of enabling 

President Trump to walk across the street from the White House and stage a photo op at St. 

John's Church, a politically motivated event in which Attorney General Barr participated. 

While the full scope of the Attorney General's role is not yet clear, he has admitted that he was 

present in front of the White House before law enforcement personnel took action to disperse the 

crowd. 1 Department of Justice and White House personnel initially said that the Attorney 

General gave an order to law enforcement personnel to "get going'' or "get it done.'' A day later. 
the Attorney General told the Associated Press that he was ·•not involved in giving tactical 

commands.'" If the Attorney General issued orders to officers of a variety of federal agencies, 

including U.S. Secret Service, U.S. Park Police. D.C. National Guard. and U.S. Military Police. 
it is unclear under what purported authority he did so. After the order was given, and before the 

start of a city-imposed curfew, federal law enforcement officers in riot gear reportedly fired 

rubber bullets, chemical gas,2 smoke canisters, and stun grenades 3 at peaceful protesters, and 
otherwise used excessive force, physically injuring many people, including journalists and an 

1 Matt Zapotosky, Barr Seeks To Dissociate Himself From Move On Demonstrators Outside 
Lafayette Square. Wash. Post (Jun. 5, 2020), https://W\\ w.washingtonposLcom/national­
security/barr-seeks-to-dissociate-himsclf-from-move-on-demonstrators-outside-lafayette­
park/2020/06/05/4 7cb96b6-a 78e-1 I ea-bb20-ebf092 l f3bbd story.html. 
2 Rebecca Tan et al., Before Trump Vows To End 'Lawlessness,' Federal Officers Confront 
Protesters Outside White House, Wash. Post (Jun. 2, 2020), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/washington-dc-protest-white-house-l!eorge­
floyd/2020/06/0 I /6b 193d I c-a3c9-l I ea-bb20-ebf092 l f3bbd story.html. 
3 Letter from House Committee Chairmen to Cabinet Members (Jun. 3, 2020), 
https://wv,,w.washingtonpost.com/local/washington-dc-protest-white-house-george­
floyd/2020/06/01/6b 193d 1 c-a3c9-l l ea-bb20-ebf092 l f3bbd story.html. 
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DOJ employees. lfthe Attorney General or any other DOJ employee has directly participated in 
actions that have deprived Americans of their constitutional rights or that physically injured 
Americans lawfully exercising their rights, that would be misconduct of the utmost seriousness, 

the details of which must be shared with the American people. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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Attorney Adviser 
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Ass1sumt United States Attorney 
Assistant United States Attorney 
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Special Assist."lnt to the Deputy Attorney General 
United States Attorney, Nebraska 
Spec in I Auorney, Organized Crime & Ruckere;:ring: Assistant United Smtes Anome). S.D. Ind 
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Office of the Inspector General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20530-0001 

Dear Sir/Ms., 

11 June 2020 

Th~nk \ln11 for "n11r hmP 11 Pm~il ~rknnwlPrluinu rPrPint nf mv fnrm~I r.nmolaint and reauest 
for investigation into the egregious misconduct of Attorney GenerarBarr.- -- ----

However, this minimal form letter is an insufficient response. I expect confirmation that your 
office has opened the required investigation, and that you will furnish me with periodic updates 
as to the course of the investigation. 

I look forward to your timely confirmation. 

Sincerely, 
{b)(6); {b){7)(C) 

/\MERK /\I\ 
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(b)(6): (b)(7)(C) 

Do you ob or a 
You a coward too? 

/\M lf ll /\I\ 
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r.. stapo Boss 

X-RAYED 

'JUN 16 2020 

DOJ MAILROOI\ 

Michael E. Horowitz 
Inspector General of 
un-Justice Department 
950 Pennsylvania Ave 
Washington, DC 20530 
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-

· Investigate Barr & 
His Storm Troopers 

·WARREN CALLS FOR DOJ PROBE INTO BARR'S ORDER 
REMOVING PROTESTERS Sen. Elizabeth Warren called for an 

investigation following the violent dispersal of protesters near the WhitE 

House amid reports Attorney General William Barr personally ordered 
federal officers to remove them. The Massachusetts Democrat wrote tc 
the inspector general at the Department of Justice saying she was 

, appalled after largely peaceful protesters gathered in Lafayette Park w, 
confronted by federal police wielding tear gas and flash-bang grenade~ 

before Trump's stroll to a church for a photo op. 

/\MERK /\I\ 
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U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of the Inspector General 
Investigations Division 
950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20530 

Mr. Horowitz: 

Based on the media reports around the tactical clearing of peaceful protestors around :..afayette Park on June 1st, 2020 for the benefit of conducting a photo op at nearby St. John's Church, it would appear that Mr. Barr has violated his oath to protect and uphold the Constitution of the United States. Furthermore, it would appear that such orders certainly give the appearance of a federal government that serves the interest of administration officials of that of the citizens. Clearing peaceful protestors for a photo op would also seem to me to be a clear abuse of power - federal law enforcement officers are not personal security details that play to the whims of the powerful without consequence. 

I have great respect for the Office of the Inspector General in our federal agencies, and believe that they serve as a bulwark against numerous opportunities for fraud and abuse in our government. I believe that when the AG makes such errors, it is on the IG to investigate such occurrences and if appropriate, make recommendations for ensuring such poor judgement does not yet again result in the oppression of our own constitutional rights. I would therefore encourage you to investigate Mr. Barr's actions to determine if in fact protester's rights were violated by the given order, and get to the bottom of who ultimately is responsible if in fact Mr. Barr was not. 

Resoe.ctfullv 
b)(6). (b)(7)(C) 

pVERSIGHT 
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The outrageous behavior of the Attorney General 
and his misstatements and denials about his march 
to the wire fences ... for a Photo Op, and cops and 
Guardsmen using tear gas and rubber bullets on 
helpless protestors is an afront to the Nation. 
If you don't see it .. Then your integrity is in 
question. 



DOJ-20-1871-B-000066

June 2, 2020 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of the Inspector General 

Investigations Division 

ATTN: OIG Hotline 

950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20530 

To the Office of the Inspector General: 

On Monday, June 1, 2020, the President of the United States, Donald John Trump, through the United 

States Attorney General, William Pelham Barr, unlawfully ordered the use of military force against 
peaceful protesters outside Layfette Square here in Washington, DC. I emphasize again, the Attorney 

General of the US Department of Justice (DOJ) enabled and acting on behalf of the President of the 
United States to unconstitutionally order the use of violent lethal force against peaceful protesters. 

The First Amendment to the US Constitution is clear in this regard, the government may not prohibit the 

free exercise of an individual's right to free speech or "the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 

and to petition the government for a redress of grievances". The Attorney General's order is a flagrant 

violation of these rights and clearly demonstrates his disregard to his duty by willfully ignoring the First 

law. Any forthcoming argument that it was necessary to clear the square is inaccurate and disingenuous. 

Barr ordered the military and police forces to attack p~otestors so that alongside the President,he c0uld 

stage a photoshoot holding a Bible outside St. John'·s ch·urch. The-pictures alone serves as evidence of 
Barr's presence, that there was no existing threat and that any risk were self-engineered and · 

manufactured for an absolutely unnecessary instigating presence .. 

b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):5 U.S.C App. 3 Section 7(b) (Inspector General Act of 1978) 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3) 5 U.S.C. App. 3 Section 7(b) (Inspector General Act of 1978) I Barr abdicated that responsibility yesterday, 

because of him the historical record will be that the Department of Justice ordered the use of force 

against peaceful protesters outside the White House for an unnecessary campaign photo. Not only was 

the decision reckless for what it was simply for, it was disgusting that the Attorney General stood 
outside a sheltered church which did not invite them to use their place of worship with the Bible as a 

prop only to risk endangering their parishioners to any consequ,ence to follow. This is not a 
misunderstanding of the law, tradition or civil practice. b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3) 5 u.s.c. App. 3 section 7(b) (Inspector General Act 

(b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):5 U.S.C. App. 3 Section 7(b) (Inspector General Act Of 1978) Barr understands his actions, on May 

30, 2020 during a DOJ press conference 6arr himself noted, "(w]ith the rioting that is occurring in many 

of our cities around the country, the voices c-f peaceful and legitimate protests have been hijacked by 
violent radical elements. Groups of outside radicals and agitators are exploiting the situation to pursue 
their own separate, violent, and extremist agenda". William Barr may not have known it when he said it 

/\MER t Al\ 
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but he was speaking about himself as the voices of peaceful and legitimate protests were hijacked by his 

own violent radical dispositions to exploit a campaign photo-op. 

Under his leadership and failure to recuse himself when necessary, William Barr has unnecessarily 

weaponized the Department of Justice. Instead of acting as the top law enforcement officer in the 

country, Barr decided to simply act as the President's bag man and simultaneously set a tragic abhorrent 

example of law enforcement abuse ... in a law enforcement abuse protest! Whether it was ignorance or 

arrogance, it does not matter. The Attorney General is supposed to uphold the rule of law and protect 

all Americans' constitutional rights even from a misinformed President. William Barr, in ordering the 

assault of unarmed American civilians has demonstrated that he is a threat not only to the credibility of 

this department but the American public's safety. 

b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):5 Us C. App. 3 Section 7(b) (Inspector General Act of 1978) 

Respectfully, 
(b)(6); (b)(7)(C); (b)(3):5 U.S.C App. 3 Section 7(b) (Inspector General Act of 1978) 

AMERICAN 
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Stand up to the Bui 

Barr authorized troops to use 
Tear gas, explosives with pellets, 
and rubber bullets on Americans 
exercising their Constitutional 
Rights is an afront to all of US .. 

Michael Horowitz 
Inspector General 
The un-Justice Dept. 
950 Penn. Ave 
Washington, DC 
20530-0001 
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Stand u~ to the Bully 

The outrageous behavior of the Attorney General 
and his misstatements and denials about his march ' to the wire fences ... for a Photo Op, and cops and 
Guardsmen using tear gas and rubber bullets on 
helpless protestors is an afront to the Nation. 
If you don't see it .. Then your integrity is in 
question. 
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tinitcd ~mtrs ~cnatr 

The Honorable Michael E. Horowitz 
Inspector General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Inspector General Horowitz, 

June 15, 2020 

We write to request an immediate investigation into Attorney General William Barr's and the 
Department of Justice's (DOJ) roles in directing the use of force - including the use of tear gas 
or a similar gas, rubber bullets, pepper balls, and batons - to suppress peaceful protesters around 
Lafayette Square in Washington, D.C., on June 1, 2020. 1 This misuse of force is all the more 
alarming given that the Attorney General appears to have issued this order to allow President 
Trump to walk across the street from the White House for a political photo-op in front of St. 
John's Church.2 Notably, Attorney General Barr was not only on the scene less than an hour 
before the use of force to clear peaceful protesters, but he also participated in President Trump's 
photo op, posing for pictures in front of the church. 

We further ask that you investigate Attorney General Barr's and DOJ's roles in deploying federal 
law enforcement and security agencies to seemingly suppress protests and intimidate protesters 
throughout the country who are peacefully exercising their First Amendment rights.3 In the wake 
of the brutal murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Ahmaud Arbery, Americans all 
across our country are calling for an end to police brutality and a transformation of systems that 
perpetuate injustice and inequality. In response, President Trump has vowed to "dominate" the 
protesters. 

The Attorney General and his Justice Department appear to be following through on the 
President's vow by mobilizing agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI); the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP); the U.S. Marshals; the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives; the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA); and possibly other agencies, 
against peaceful protests. Some of these federal agents appear to have participated in using force 

1 Carol D. Leonnig, Matt Zapotosky, Josh Dawsey and Rebecca Tan, Barr personally ordered removal of protesters 
near White House, leading to use of force against largely peaceful crowd, WASH. POST (June 2, 2020), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/barr-personally-ordered-removal-of-protesters-near-white-house-leading­
to-use-of-force-against-largely-peaceful-crowd/2020/06/02/0ca2417c-a4d5-l l ea-b4 73-04905b 1 af82b story.html. 
2 Matt Zapotosky, Barr seeks to dissociate himself from move on demonstrators outside Lafayette Square, N.Y. 
TIMES (June 5, 2020), https:/ /www. was hi ngtonpost.corn/national-security/barr-seeks-to-di ssociate-himself- from­
move-on-demonstrators-outside-lafayette-park/2020/06/05/4 7cb96b6-a7 8e- l l ea-bb20-ebtD921 f3bbd story.html. 
3 Zolan Kanno-Youngs and Katie Benner, Trump Deploys the Full Might of Federal Law Enforcement to Crush 
Protests, N.Y. TIMES (June 3, 2020), https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/02/us/politics/trump-law-enforcement­
protests.html. 
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to remove protesters from the area around Lafayette Square on June 1, 2020. According to 
eyewitness accounts and video footage, federal agents from these agencies, and other agencies, 
advanced on peaceful protesters with smoke canisters, pepper balls, riot shields, batons, and 
officers on horseback, with little warning before the 7 p.m. curfew. They fired rubber bullets at 
protesters, even as the protesters were retreating. They dropped canisters of gas to explode within 
several feet of a hundred people or more. They pushed protestors over and even struck a news 
camera crew with batons. These actions wairant an immediate investigation. 

Moreover, we are concerned by the deployment of federal agents who are trained to deal with 
prison riots, hostage situations, or other similar circumstances, but not adequately trained in 
protecting the constitutional rights of Americans engaged in peaceful protests. These concerns 
are amplified by the fact that some of the federal officers were deployed in generic riot gear 
without displaying any identifying insignia and refused to identify themselves when asked. The 
lack of identifying information unde1mines accountability and furthers the distrust of law 
enforcement. 

We are also deeply troubled by reports that the Justice Department has temporarily expanded the 
authority of DEA to "conduct covert surveillance" and collect intelligence on Americans 
exercising their constitutional rights to protest the murder of George Floyd. 4 According to 
Buzzfeed News, the Justice Department also authorized DEA to share intelligence with local and 
state law enforcement authorities and intervene in a law enforcement role at protests. This 
ex pans ion of DEA authority appears to be a misuse of DOJ' s powers that warrants further 
investigation. 

We believe that the concerning actions we have identified wanant immediate investigation by 
your office, as they raise serious questions about misconduct, abuse of power, and waste by the 
Justice Department. Moreover, there appears to be no question about your office's jurisdiction in 
this matter. 

Therefore, as detailed above, we urge your office to investigate the roles of Attorney General 
Ban and the Department of Justice in directing the use of force, including tear gas and rubber 
bullets, against peaceful protesters neai· Lafayette Square on June 1, 2020; deploying federal 
agents to suppress protests and intimidate peaceful protesters; and expanding the authority of 
DEA to conduct covert surveillance of protesters. 

~i K. ~AA.() 

Mazie K. Hirono 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

_/,,L-/ /li.-./2; 
Richard Blumenthal 
United States Senator 

4 Jason Leopold and Anthony Cormier, The DEA Has Been Given Permission To Investigate People Pro1esting 
George Floyd's Death, BuzzFEED NEWS (June 3, 2020), 
https :/ /www.buzzfeednews.com/ article/j asonleopold/ george- floyd-pol ice-brutality-protests­
government?bfsource=related manual. 
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~}~ 
Edward J. Markey 
United States Senator 

Isl Thomas R. Carper 
United States Senator 

~/_-~ 
Benjamin L. Cardin 
United States Senator 

Isl Tim Kaine 
United States Senator 

Bernard Sanders 
United States Senator 

Sheldon Whitehouse 
United States Senator 

Isl Sherrod Brown 
United States Senator 
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Isl Jeffrey A. Merkley 
United States Senator 

Isl Chris Van Hollen 
United States Senator 

Kamala D. Harris 
United States Senator 

Ron Wyden 
United States Senator 

~\~ 
Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senator 

Isl Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

Isl Kirsten Gillibrand 
United States Senator 
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Isl Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senator 

~y~ 
United States Senator 

Isl Mark R. Warner 
United States Senator 
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Christopher A. Coons 
United States Senator 

Isl Cory A. Booker 
United States Senator 
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HEALTH. EDUCATION, LABOR. AND PENSIONS 

ARMED SERVICES 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

The Honorable Michael E. Horowitz 
Inspector General 
Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Horowitz: 

June 2, 2020 

UNITE0 STATES SENATF 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510-2105 

P: 202-224-45'13 

2400JFK FEDERAL BUILDING 
15 NEW SUDBURY STREET 

BOSTON MA 02203 
P 611-SBS-3170 

1550 MAIN S'fAEEl 
SUITE 4ll6 

SPRINGFIELD, MA 01103 
~: 41~783-2090 

www.worrcn.1cnate.9ov 

I am writing to seek an investigation of the involvement of Department of Justice (DOJ) 
leadership and law enforcement personnel in suppressing peaceful domestic protests in response 
to the unjust killing of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer on May 25, 2020. I am 
specifically concerned about DOJ personnel's involvement in last night's incidents outside the 
White House in which "federal law enforcement officers fired rubber bullets and chemical gas at 
peaceful protesters." 1 This "ambush" of American citizens who were protesting the killing of Mr. 
Floyd at the hands of a police officer was created to allow the President to partake in a blatantly 
political photo opportunity. 2 These attacks on peaceful American protesters steps from the White 
House were sickening and appalling. 

According a report in the Washington Post, "Attorney General William P. Ban- personally 
ordered law enforcement officials on the ground to clear the streets around Lafayette Square ... a 
directive that prompted a show of aggression against a crowd of largely peaceful protesters." 3 In 
addition, according to a DOJ press release, agency law enforcement personnel participating in 
activities in Washington, D.C. included the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons, and the U.S. Marshals Service. 4 

The role of Attorney General BaIT in ordering this attack and then participating in a political 
propaganda event with the President, and the potential roles of DOJ law enforcement personnel, 
raise troubbng questions about how and why this attack against law-abiding citizens occurred. 

1 Washington Post, "Before Trump vows to end 'lawlessness,' federal officers confront protesters outside White 
House," June 2, 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/washington-dc-protest-white-house-george­
floyd/2020/06/0 I /6b 193d lc-a3c9-l l ea-bb20-ebf0921 f3bbd story.html. 
2 Id. 
3 Washington Post, "Barr personally ordered removal of protesters near White House, leading to use of force against 
largely peaceful crowd," June 2, 2020, https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/barr-personally-ordered-removal­
of-protesters-near-white-house-leading-to-use-of- force-against-large! y-peaceful-crowd/2020/06/02/0ca24 l 7 c-a4d5-
l1ea-b473-04905 bl af82b story.html. 

4 Department of Justice, Attorney General William P. Barr's Statement on Protests in Washington, D.C., June 2, 
2020, https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/attorney-general-william-p-barrs-statement-protests-washington-dc. 
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To address these questions, I am requesting that you conduct an immediate investigation of the 
role of DOJ leadership and DOJ law enforcement personnel in the attack on peaceful protesters 
and the response to the nationwide protests of the killing of Mr. Floyd that began in May 2020. 
This investigation should address the following questions: 

1. To what extent were DOJ law enforcement personnel involved in the attack on peaceful 
protesters in Lafayette Square the evening of on June 1, 2020? If they were involved: 

a. What was the exact scope and nature of their involvement? 
b. Under what legal authority were they operating? 
c. Under what rules of engagement were they operating? 

2. To what extent were and are DOJ law enforcement personnel involved in responding to 
ongoing protests in other locations in Washington D.C.? If they were or are involved: 

a. What is the exact scope and nature of their involvement? 
b. Under what legal authority are they operating? 
c. Under what rules of engagement are they operating? 

3. To what extent were and are DOJ law enforcement personnel involved in responding to 
ongoing protests in other cities throughout the country? If they were involved: 

a. What is the exact scope and nature of their involvement? 
b. Under what legal authority are they operating? 
c. Which officials are providing orders to these personnel? 
d. Under what rules of engagement are they operating? 

4. What was the specific role of Attorney General Barr in the events at the White House and 
in Lafayette Square? 

a. Did Mr. Barr give the order to clear Lafayette Square? 
b. If so, what was the rationale for providing this order, and was this rationale 

legitimate? 
c. What was the role of other officials in DOJ leadership? 
d. What was the specific chain of command? Were other military or non-DOJ 

civilian law enforcement officials operating under the command of Mr. Barr or 
any other DOJ official? 

Thank you for your attention to this request. 
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Sincerely, 

arren 
United St tes Senator 
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tlnitcd ~tatrs ~mate 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

February 27, 2020 

The Honorable Michael E. Horowitz 
[nspector General 
Office of the Inspector General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Inspector General Horowitz: 

We write to request that you investigate an apparent pattern of political interference in Justice 
Department matters of personal or political interest to the President. 

The Department's mission to "ensure fair and impartial administration of justice for all Americans" 
requires that its prosecutorial decisions be insulated from political influence, including interference 
from the White House. Yet when Attorney General Barr appeared before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on May I, 2019, he did not provide a clear answer when Senator Harris asked whether he 
had received or acted upon requests or suggestions from President Trump or the White House to open 
specific investigations. 

The public record provides a number of reasons to believe that President Trump or other White 
House officials are seeking to influence the Justice Department's handling of certain investigations, 
civil lawsuits, and criminal prosecutions. For example: 

• Attorney General Barr and other political appointees ovenuled the sentencing 
recommendation made by career prosecutors in the Roger Stone case. This caused all four 
career prosecutors to withdraw from the case, with one resigning from the Department. 1 

• The Attorney General reportedly assigned an outside prosecutor to scrutinize career 
prosecutors' handling of the case against Michael Flynn, President Trump's former National 
Security Adviser. The President has repeatedly called Flynn's prosecution "unfair." 2 

• Former U.S. Attorney Jessie Liu reportedly pursued a case against former FBI Deputy 
Director Andrew McCabe even after a team of career prosecutors concluded they could not 
win a conviction. According to recent reports, the replacement of Liu with a new U.S. 

1 Matt Zapotosky, et al., Prosecutors quit amid escalating Justice Dept. fight over Roger Stone's prison term, WASH. 
POST (Feb. 11, 2020), bJ.U:>s://~ww. wa~hLngtonpost.com/national-securitv, justice-dept-to-reduce-sentencing­
rccommendation-for-1rump-associatc-roger-stone-official-says-after-prcsidem-ca I ls-it-un fair/2020/02/ I I /ad8 l fd36-4cf0-
I I ca-bf44-f5043eb39 I 8a stol) .html. 

2 Aaron Blake, Another case Trump meddled in. Another unorthodox intervention from Barr, WASH. POST (Feb. 15, 
2020),https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/02/ 15/barr-told-trump-stop-meddling-legal-cases-it-sure-seems­
havc-work.cd/. 
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Attorney was related to her failure to indict McCabe-a frequent target of the President's 
"deep state allegations. "3 

These actions, along with those detailed in the attached appendix, suggest political interference in the 
Justice Department's work. A number of Justice Department policies and regulations exist to prevent 
this from happening.4 Our concern is that politically motivated enforcement of federal law could 
become standard practice. This would permanently damage the integrity and independence of the 
Justice Department. 

We therefore request that your office investigate whether these incidents are indicative of a pattern of 
abuse or misconduct in Department programs, or by Department employees. 

~tJQ-:._, 
~HARRIS 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 

p~~ 
United States Senator 

United States Senator 

United States Senator 

United States Senator 

~;(Ai)4-
RICARD J. DURBIN 
United States Senator 

_.._,,,t.../ ___ ..ii.::.~-----(2 ~. ~~::,,1,< __ ____ 

'-asRY A. BOOKER 
United States Senator 

3 Katie Benner and Adam Goldman, D. C. prosecutors' tensions with Justice Dept. began long before Stone sentencing, 
N. Y. TIMES (Feb. 23, 2020). https://ww"' .nytimes.com/2020/02/23/us/politics/justicc-dcpartmcnt-dc-prosecutors.html. 
4 See, e.g., Memorandum for I-leads of Department Components, All United States Attorneys re: Communications with 
the White House and Congress (May 11, 2009). https://www.justice.gov/oip/foia-
library/communications with the white hQUli.Lfil'l_d congress 2009.pdf1download; U.S. Dep't of Justice, Justice Manual 
§ 1-7.400; 5 C.F. R. § 2635.10 I; 5 C.F. R. § 2635.50 I - 503; 28 C.f .R. § 45.2.; U.S. Dep't of Justice, Justice Manual § 1-
4.010. 
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APPENDIX 

President Trump's efforts to investigate his political rival, Hillary Clinton. Volume II of Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller's report on Russian interference in the 2016 election detailed three separate 
occasions on which President Trump asked or suggested that then-Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
investigate the president's former opponent, Hillary Clinton. 5 The Special Counsel's report also 
described a series of tweets in which the president suggested or openly called for criminal 
investigations into Clinton. In November 2017, Sessions tasked U.S. Attorney John Huber with 
investigating allegations by Trump and his allies that the FBI had not adequately pursued 
investigations into the Clinton Foundation and Uranium One. The investigation reportedly concluded 
with no charges after Huber "found nothing worth pursuing." 6 

Prior to his confirmation, Attorney General William Barr claimed that there was a stronger predicate 
for investigating the Clinton Foundation and Uranium One than there was for investigating the 
Trump campaign's ties with Russia-although he was unable to detail that predicate during his 
confirmation hearing, instead referring to "smoke around the issue. "7 The Office of the Inspector 
General recently completed an exhaustive investigation into whether the Crossfire Hurricane 
investigation had an adequate factual and legal predicate, and should similarly evaluate whether the 
Huber investigation was adequately predicated. 

President Trump's efforts to investigate his political rival, Joe Biden. As documented in a rough 
transcript of a phone call released by the White House, on July 25, 2019, President Trump not only 
attempted to coerce the newly-elected president of Ukraine into assisting with investigations into his 
political rival-a scheme orchestrated by his personal attorney, Rudy Giuliani-but President Trump 
also suggested that he would work through the Justice Department and instruct Attorney General Barr 
to follow up with Ukrainian officials about the investigations. Despite receiving a criminal referral 
from the CIA General Counsel and the National Security Council's top lawyer, the Department 
quickly concluded ''there was no campaign finance violation and that no further action was 
warranted." 8 

A Justice Department spokesperson later denied that the attorney general had knowledge of or spoke 
to the president about the July 25 call, but public reports subsequently established that he did in fact 
meet with individuals involved in the Ukraine scheme. In August 2019, Attorney General Barr met 
with two lawyers who, working with Giuliani, had reportedly offered to "fix" federal criminal 
investigations of Ukrainian oligarchs in exchange for the oligarchs' assistance in digging up dirt on 
President Trump's political rivals. 9 The outcome of that meeting remains unknown. 

5 U.S. DEP'T OF JUSTICE, SPECIAi. COUNSEL ROBERTS. MUELLER, Ill, REPORT ON THE INVESTIGATION INTO RUSSIAN 
INTERFERENCE IN THE 2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION (2019) vol. ll, at 107, 109. 
6 Devlin Barrett and Matt Zapotosky, Justice Dept. winds down Clinton-related inqui,y once championed by Trump. fl 
found nothing of consequence, WASH. POST. (Jan. 9, 2020), https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-sccuritv/justice­
dept-winds-dov.n-clinton-related-inguiry-oncc-championed-by-trump-it-found-nothing-of-
consequence/2010/0 l/09/ca83932c-32f9- I 1 ca-a053-dc6d944ba776 story.html. 
7 Transcript of Jan. 15, 2019 Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing. 
8 Ken Dilanian and Julia Ainsley, CIA 'slop lawyer made 'criminal referral' on complaint about Trump Ukraine call, 
NBC NEWS (Oct. 4, 2019), https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/trump-impcachment-ingµirv/cia-s-top-lawver-madc­
criminal-reforral-whistleblower-s-complaint-n I 062481. 
9 Jo Becker, Walt Bogdanich, Maggie Haberman, and Ben Protess, Why Giuliani singled out 2 Ukrainian oligarchs to 
help dig up dirt, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 25, 20 I 9), https://www,nytimes.com/2019/ 11/25/us/giuliani-ukraine-oligarchs.html. 
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Efforts to exonerate President Trump's political allies. 
• It appears that President Trump's personal and political interests influenced the Justice 

Department's sentencing recommendation for Roger Stone, a longtime adviser to President 
Trump. On February I 0, 2020, career prosecutors filed a sentencing memorandum recommending 
that Stone be sentenced to seven to nine years in prison after a jury convicted him of seven 
felonies for obstructing Congress, lying under oath to investigators, and interfering with witness 
testimony related to his efforts to learn about hacked Democratic emails during the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election. On February 11, 2020, the morning after the sentencing memorandum was 
filed, President Trump criticized the proposed sentence on Twitter, saying "This is a horrible and 
very unfair situation. The real crimes were on the other side, as nothing happens to them. Cannot 
allow this miscarriage of justice!" Just hours after President Trump's disapproving tweet, a senior 
Justice Department official announced that the Department planned to overrule its career 
prosecutors and reduce the sentence recommendation. 10 After the decision was announced, four 
career prosecutors who handled the case against Roger Stone withdrew from the case, and one 
resigned from the Department altogether. 11 

• According to recent reports, Attorney General Barr has also intervened in the case against 
President Trump's former National Security Adviser Michael Flynn, whose prosecution Trump 
has repeatedly criticized as "unfair." 12 Flynn pleaded guilty in 2017 to lying to the FBI but moved 
to withdraw his guilty plea in January 2020. On January 7, 2020, prosecutors filed a 
memorandum recommending a prison sentence between zero and six months. The Department 
weakened that recommendation in a new filing on January 29, which indicated that a sentence of 
probation would be "reasonable." 13 Earlier this month, it was reported that Barr had assigned U.S. 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri Jeff Jensen to review the handling of Flynn's case, 
which was prosecuted by career attorneys on the Special Counsel's team and in the U.S. 
Attorney's Office for the District of Columbia. 14 

Rudy Giuliani wields undue influence over the actions of the Justice Department. 
• Giuliani peddles his influence at the Justice Department as leverage in his smear campaign 

against President Trump's political rival. Joe Biden. As documented in a rough transcript of a 
phone call released by the White House, on July 25, 2019, President Trump attempted to coerce 
the newly-elected president of Ukraine into assisting with investigations into his political rival-a 

10 Matt Zapotosky, et al., .Justice Dept. to reduce sentencing recommendation/or Trump associate Roger Stone, official 
says, after president calls it 'unfair', WASHINGTON POST (Feb. 11, 2020), hllpj,://w\.YW. washingtonposL,com/national­
security/justicc-dcpt-to-reduce-sentcncing-rccommendation-for-trump-associtlle-roger-stonc-o(licial-says-aflcr-prcsidcnt­
~it-unfair/2020/02/1 I /ad8 I fd36-4cf0-I I ea-bf44-f5043eb39 I 8a story.html. 
11 Matt Zapotosky, et al., Prosecutors quit amid escalating Justice Dept. fight over Roger Stone's prison term, 
WASHINGTON POST (Feb. 11, 2020), https://www.washing1onpos1.com/national-security/justice-dcpt-to-rcduce­
sentcnc i ng-recommendat ion-for-tru ll}J!:tlSsociate-roger-stone-o me ial-sa y s-a fl.er-president-ca 11 s-it-
un fa ir/2020/02/ 1 I /ad8 lfa36-4cffi-I lca-bt'l4-f5043eb3918a story.html. 
12 Aaron Blake, Another case Trump meddled in. Another unorthodox intervention from Barr, WASH. POST (Feb. 15, 
2020), hllps://www.washingtonpost.com/pol it ics/2020/02/ I 5/barr-told-trump-stop-mcdd I in g-legal-cases-it-sure-seern§.• 
have-worked/. 
13 Carol E. Lee, Ken Dilanian and Peter Alexander, Barr takes control of legal matters of interest to Trump, including 
Stone sentencing, NBC NEWS (Feb. 11, 2020), https://www.nbcncws.com 1poli1ics/justice-department/ban:-takes-control­
legal-matters-interest-trump-including-stonc-sentencing-n I ) 35231. 
14 Charlie Savage, Adam Goldman and Matt Apuzzo, Barr installs outside prosecutor to review case against Michael 
Flynn, ex-Trump adviser, N.Y. TIMES. (Feb. 14, 2020), hups://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/14/us/politics/michael-llynn­
prosecutors-barr.html. 
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scheme orchestrated by his personal attorney, Rudy Giuliani. In August 2019, Attorney General 
Barr met with two lawyers who, working with Giuliani, had reportedly offered to "fix" federal 
criminal investigations of Ukrainian oligarchs in exchange for the oligarchs' assistance in digging 
up dirt on President Trump's political rivals. 15 The outcome of that meeting remains unknown. 

• Giuliani provides Ukrainian propaganda and misinformation to the Justice Department. On 
February 11, 2020, Attorney General Barr confirmed a claim made by Senator Lindsey Graham 
that the Justice Department has "created a process that Rudy could give information [about 
President Trump's desired investigation into former Vice President Biden and his son Hunter 
Biden] and they would see if it's verified." A Justice Department official later confirmed that 
Giuliani-who is currently being investigated in the Southern District of New York-had 
"recently" shared information obtained from multiple Ukrainian officials related to former Vice 
President Joe Biden and his family through this "process." 16 

• President Trump pressures the Justice Department to drop cases against Giuliani's clients. 
Reports suggest that efforts by allies of the president to influence federal criminal investigations 
are not limited to Ukraine. For example, it was reported that, during a 2017 Oval Office meeting 
with President Trump and then-Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, Giuliani sought to secure the 
release of his jailed client, an Iranian-Turkish gold trader named Reza Zarrab, as part of a 
potential prisoner swap with Turkey. 17 According to reports, President Trump urged Tillerson to 
pressure the Justice Department to drop its case against Giuliani's client. 18 

Improper communications between the Justice Department and the White House. President 
Trump has not acted alone in improperly suggesting that the Justice Department be used to settle his 
personal and political scores. During Matthew Whitaker's tenure as Chief of Staff to former Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions, he reportedly "frequently spoke by phone with both [President] Trump and 
Chief of Staff John Kelly" and "privately provided advice to the president ... on how the White 
House might be able to pressure the Justice Department to jnvestigate the president's political 
adversaries." 19 Mr. Whitaker was reportedly "seen by Department officials as a partisan and a White 
House spy"20 who was "counseling the White House on how the President and his aides might 

15 Jo Becker, Walt Bogdanich, Maggie Haberman, and Ben Protess, Why Giuliani singled out 2 Ukrainian oligarchs to 
help dig up dirt, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 25, 2019), hllps://www.nytimes.corn/2_QJ9/l l/25/us/giuliani-ukraine-oligarchs.html. 
16 Matt Zapotosky & Devlin Barrett, Barr acknowledges Justice Dept. has created 'intake process• to vet Giuliani 's 
information on Bidens, WASHrNGTON POST (Feb. I 0, 2020), https://www,washingtonpost.com/national-security/barr-
ack now ledges-just ice-dept-has-created-in tak e-process-to-vct-giu I ian is-in fonn at ion-on-b idens/2020/0;:?/ I 0l01ba5 5 3a-4c I c-
11 ca.:l)f44-f5043eb39 I 8a story.html. 
17 Jo Becker, Maggie Haberman & Eric Lipton, Giuliani pressed for Turkish prisoner swap in Oval Office meeting, N.Y. 
TIMES (Oct. I 0, 2019). https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/ I Olus/politicstgiuliani-trump-rex-tillerson.htm I. 
18 John Santucci, Trump pushed Tifferson to help Giuliani's client out of DOJ probe: Source, ABC NEWS, Oct. 10, 2019, 
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trump-pushed-tillerson-giulianis-clienl-doj-probc/story?id 66193540. 
19 Murray Waas, Exclusive: Trump loyalist Matthew Whitaker was counseling the White House on investigating Clinton, 
Vox (Nov. 9, 2018), https:/twww.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/ I J /9/ 18080656/matthew-wh itakcr-trump-h illary-
cl inton-sess ions-attorney-general. 
20 Adam Goldman & Edward Wong, Trump installs a critic of the Mueller investigation to oversee it, N.Y. TIMES (Nov. 7, 
2018), https://www .nytimes.com/2018/ I 1/07 /us!politics/whitaker-muellcr-trump.html. 
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successfully pressure Sessions and [former Deputy Attorney General Rod] Rosenstein to give in to 
Trump's demands." 21 

Targeting states that use their sovereign powers to minimize the damage of President Trump's 
regressive policies and positions. President Trump has repeatedly expressed an animus toward the 
state of California, 22 and that animus appears to have played a role in the Department's decisions to 
challenge the state's carbon-cutting pact with Quebec and open an antitrust inquiry into a deal 
California made with four automakers to reduce carbon emissions. 23 

Targeting companies that President Trump dislikes. President Trump has repeatedly expressed his 
disdain for CNN, and in late summer 2017, President Trump reportedly ordered then-director of the 
National Economic Council Gary Cohn to pressure the Justice Department to intervene in AT &T's 
acquisition of Time Warner, which owns CNN.24 The Department later filed suit to block the merger. 

The Office of Legal Counsel's use of its power and status to insulate President Trump from 
accusations of wrongdoing. Over the past three years, OLC has provided questionable legal 
justifications and political cover for some of the Trump Administration's most controversial and 
politically fraught actions. 

• The Whistleblower: On September 24, 2019, OLC issued a memorandum that overruled a 
decision made by the Inspector General of the Intelligence Community ("ICIG") that a 
whistleblower complaint outlining President Trump's misconduct was not an "urgent concern" as 
defined in the Intelligence Community Whistleblower Protection Act, 50 U.S.C. 
§ 3033(k)(5)(G). 25 The complaint outlined President Trump's attempt to pressure the newly­
elected president of Ukraine to announce investigations into President Trump's political rival and 
a debunked conspiracy theory that Ukraine-not Russia-had interfered in the 2016 election­
serious accusations that ultimately resulted in President Trump's impeachment. 

After OLC overruled the ICIG, the whistleblower complaint was referred to the Criminal 
Division of the Department of Justice for "appropriate review." 26 The OLC memorandum and 
subsequent actions taken by the Department of Justice were resoundingly criticized by dozens of 
Inspectors General, including yourself. You, and your fellow inspectors general, wrote, "OLC 

21 Katie Benner & Maggie Haberman, Matthew Whitaker, a Trump loyalist, is seen as ascendant amid Rosenstein chaos, 
N.Y. TIMES (Sept. 26, 2018), https://www1ny1imes.com/2018/09/26/u~politics/manhew-whitakcr-justice­
depanment.html. 
22 Michael Grunwald, Trump's war on California, POLITICO (Feb. 21, 2019), 
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/02/21 /trump-california-attacks-econom,-225191 
23 Lisa Friedman & Katie Benner, Justice Dept. sues California to stop climate initiative from extending to Canada, N.Y. 
TIMES (Oct. 23, 2019) https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/23/climatc/trump-califomia-climatc-change.html; Hiroko 
Tabuchi & Coral Davenport, Justice Dept. investigates California emissions pact that embarrassed Trump, N.Y. TIMES 
(Sept. 6, 2019), https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/06/climate/automakers-california-emissions-antitrust.html. 
24 Jane Mayer, The making of the Fox News White House, NEW YORKER (Mar. 4, 2019), 
htlps:/ /www .ncwyorker.com/magazinc/2019/03/ I I /the-making-of-the-fox-news-white-house. 
15 "Urgent concern" determination by the Inspector General of the Intelligence Community, U.S. DEP'T OF JUSTICE, 
OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL (Sept. 24, 2019), https://www.lawfareblog.com1olc-issues-opinion-about-urgent-concem­
detennination-whistleblower-complaint-dni. 
26 Id. 
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substituted its judgement and reversed a determination the statute specifically entrusted to the 
ICIG" and that the opinion was "wrong as a matter oflaw and policy." 27 

• President Trump's So-Called Border Wall: OLC bowed to political pressure to legitimize 
President Trump's decision to invoke a national emergency to secure funding for a border wall. 
Despite the fact that OLC lawyers were "frustrated" and "skeptical'' of the decision, OLC 
"ultimately gave its blessing, people familiar with the matter said." 28 

• President Trump's Tax Returns: OLC again bowed to political pressure when it provided a 
legal justification for Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin's refusal to produce President Trump's 
tax returns-despite a contrary legal opinion issued by the Internal Revenue Service-and 
cautioned the judicial branch that intervention in the dispute would be inappropriate. 29 

• Online Gambling: In January 2019, bowing to political pressure and political donors, OLC 
released an opinion that restricted online gambling. The opinion appears to have been influenced 
in part by Sheldon Adelson, a casino owner and political donor who spent millions of dollars to 
elect President Trump. 30 

27 Gordon Ahl, Inspectors general criticize OLC whistleblower opinion, LA WFARE (Oct. 25, 2019), 
https:/ /www.lawfareblog.com/ inspectors-gencl'l!.1-crit ic i1.c-o lc-wh istlcb lowcr-opin ion. 
28 Matt Zapotosky & Josh Dawsey, How President Trump came to declare a national emergency to fund his border wall, 
W ASI-IINGTON POST (Feb. I 5, 2019), hHps://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-11ecuri!y/how-prcsiden1-trump­
came-to-declare-a-notional-emergency-to-fund-his-border-wall/20 I 9/02/l 5/3e9f<t348-3 152-11 c9-8ad3_-
9a5b I 13ecd3c story.html. 
29 Devlin Barrett & Matt Zapotosky, Justice Dept. issues memo backing Mnuchin 's reji,sa/ to give Trump's tax returns to 
Congress, WASHINGTON POST (June 15, 2019), https://www.washingtonpost.com/\,orld/national-sccurity/juslicc-dcpt­
issucs-mcmo-backing-mnuchins-rcfusal-to-provide-1rumps-1ax-re1ums-to-congrcss120 I 9/06/ I 4/3c8b3 3 76-8cc7-1 I e9-
b08e-cf d89bd36d4e story.html. 
30 Tom Hamburger, Justice Dept. decision to issue legal opinion long sought by casino magnate Sheldon Adelson draws 
criticism, WASHINGTON PosT (Feb. 7, 2019), bttps://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/justice-departmcnt-decision-to­
issue-legal-op in ion-Ion g-sought-by-cas i no-magnate-she ldon-adelson-dra ws-criticism/20 19/02/07 /fb 705da6-2ae8- I J e9-
b0 I 1-d8500644dc98 story.html; Tom Hamburger, Matt Zapotosky, & Josh Dawsey, Justice Dept. issues new opinion 
that could further restrict online gambling, WASHINGTON POST (Jan. 14, 2019), 
https ://www.washingtonpost.com/pol itics/just ice-dcpartmcnt-issues-new-opin ion-that-cou Id-further-restrict-on I ine-
ga m b Ii ng/2019/0 I /I 4/a50 I e2da- I 857- I I e9-88 I 3-cb9dec76 I c73 story.html; Reconsidering whether the Wire Act applies 
to non-sports gambling, U.S. DEP'T OF JUSTICE, OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL (Nov. 2, 20 I 8), 

htlps://www .iustice.gov/olc, file/ 1121531 /download. 
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