
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Homeland      
Security
Privacy Office, Mail Stop 0655

May 29, 2020

SENT VIA E-MAIL TO: foia@americanoversight.org
Austin Evers
American Oversight
1030 15th Street, NW, Suite B255
Washington, DC 20005

Re:  2020-HQFO-01041

Dear Mr.Evers:

This is the final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), dated April 30, 
2020, and received by this office on May 1, 2020.  You are seeking:

 1. All calendars or calendar entries for Rear Adm. John Polowczyk, including any calendars 
maintained on behalf of Rear Adm. Polowczyk, from February 15, 2020 to the date the search is 
conducted.

2. All email communications (including email messages, complete email chains, email 
attachments, calendar invitations) sent by the government officials specified below containing 
any of the following key terms:

FEMA Officials:

a. Rear Adm. John Polowczyk, and anyone serving as his Chief of Staff or Deputy in his role on 
the FEMA Supply Chain Task Force. 

b. Anyone serving as Chief of Staff or Deputy to Rear Adm. Polowczyk, on FEMA’s Supply 
Chain Taskforce.

Key Terms:

i. Airbridge,
ii. jck@who.eop.gov,
iii. cassidy.m.dumbauld@who.eop.gov,
iv. Jared,
v. Kushner,
vi. “the kids”,
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vii. “slim suit",
viii. “Insight partners”,
ix. “Flatiron”,
x. Welsh,
xi. “gratuitous-services agreement”,
xii. “voluntary service agreement”,
xiii. “Stafford Act”,
xiv. NDA,
xv. Boehler,
xvi. Parekh,
xvii. POTUS,
xviii. VPOTUS,
xix. Pence,
xx. “White house”,
xxi. Navarro,
xxii. Bannon,
xxiii. Prestige,
xxiv. Ameritech,
xxv. Bowen,
xxvi. Ballard,
xxvii. McConnell,
xxviii. Gardner,
xxix. McSally,
xxx. Holcomb,
xxxi. Hogan,
xxxii. “Bel Edwards”,
xxxiii. DeSantis,
xxxiv. Pritzker,
xxxv. Newsom,
xxxvi. Whitmer,
xxxvii. Cuomo,
xxxviii. “out-bid”,
xxxix. Seizure,
xl. Seizures,
xli. Reroute,
xlii. Barr,
xliii. Hoard,
xliv. hoarding,
xlv. gouging,
xlvi. Somerset,
xlvii. Baystate,
xlviii. “New England Journal of Medicine”,
xlix. NEJM,
l. Artenstein,
li. Bellingham,
lii. “St. Joseph”,
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liii. “PeaceHealth”,
liv. “Kentucky hospital association”,
lv. Polis,
lvi. “Defense Production Act”,
lvii. DPA,
lviii. Title VII,
lix. Title III,
lx. “National Stockpile”,
lxi. SNS,
lxii. Ventilator,
lxiii. Ventilators,
lxiv. G.M.,
lxv. 3M,
lxvi. “Royal Phillips”,
lxvii. Respironics,
lxviii. Airboss,
lxix. “Red Dawn”,
lxx. Whistleblower,
lxxi. Indutex.

We conducted a comprehensive search of files within the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Office of Response and Recovery 
(ORR) and for records that would be responsive to your request.  Unfortunately, we were unable 
to locate or identify any responsive records.  

While an adequate search was conducted, you have the right to appeal this determination that no 
records exist within the Office of Response and Recovery (ORR) that would be responsive to 
your request.  Should you wish to do so, you must send your appeal and a copy of this letter, 
within 90 days of the date of this letter, to:  Privacy Office, Attn: FOIA Appeals, U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security, 2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue, SE, Mail Stop 0655, 
Washington, D.C. 20528-0655, following the procedures outlined in the DHS FOIA regulations 
at 6 C.F.R. Part 5 § 5.5(e)(2).  Your envelope and letter should be marked “FOIA Appeal.”  
Copies of the FOIA and DHS FOIA regulations are available at www.dhs.gov/foia.

To further assist you with your request, DHS recommends you submit your FOIA request to the 
Department of Defense (DOD) for the records being sought. 

If you need any further assistance or would like to discuss any aspect of your request, please 
contact the analyst below who processed your request and refer to 2020-HQFO-01041.
You may send an e-mail to foia@hq.dhs.gov, call 202-343-1743 or toll free 1-866-431-0486, or 
you may contact our FOIA Public Liaison in the same manner.  Additionally, you have a right to 
right to seek dispute resolution services from the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) which mediates disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal agencies as a non-
exclusive alternative to litigation.  If you are requesting access to your own records (which is 
considered a Privacy Act request), you should know that OGIS does not have the authority to 
handle requests made under the Privacy Act of 1974.  You may contact OGIS as follows:  Office 
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of Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 
Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone 
at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769.

Provisions of FOIA allow DHS to charge for processing fees, up to $25, unless you seek a 
waiver of fees.  In this instance, because the cost is below the $25 minimum, there is no charge. 

Sincerely,

                                                                        
James Holzer  
Deputy Chief FOIA Officer
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