
June 24, 2020
Sent Via Email

Christine Monahan
American Oversight
1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255
Washington, District of Columbia  20005
Email: foia@americanoversight.org

Dear Ms. Monahan:

This letter is regarding to your Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry (CDC/ATSDR) Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of 
April 10, 2020, assigned #20-01221-FOIA, for:

1. “All records reflecting the content of the phone call on or about January 3, 2020
between George F. Gao, director of the Chinese Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, via phone call to CDC Director Robert Redfield, including
preparatory briefings, materials shared during the call, handwritten or
electronic notes taken during the call, memoranda memorializing the call,
read-outs of the call, or emails discussing the call.

2. All records reflecting the content of Director Redfield’s subsequent
communication with HHS Secretary Alex Azar regarding Director Redfield’s
phone call on or about January 3, 2020 with Director Gao, including any
materials exchanged between Director Redfield and Secretary Azar, and any
notes or memoranda memorializing this communication.

At a minimum, a search for responsive records should include a search of the files
of (a) the CDC Office of the Director; and (b) the CDC Office of the Chief of Staff.”

We located 44 pages of responsive records (15 pages released in full; 10 pages disclosed in part; 1 page 
withheld in full, and 18 referred to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services). After a careful 
review of these pages, some information was withheld from release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552 Exemption 
(b)(5) and (b)(6).

EXEMPTION 5
Exemption 5 protects inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by 
law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. Exemption 5 therefore incorporates the 
privileges that protect materials from discovery in litigation, including the deliberative process, attorney 
work-product, and attorney-client privileges. Information withheld under this exemption was protected under 
the deliberative process privilege. The deliberative process privilege protects the decision-making process of 
government agencies. The deliberative process privilege protects materials that are both predecisional and 
deliberative. The materials that have been withheld under the deliberative process privilege of Exemption 5 
are both predecisional and deliberative, and do not contain or represent formal or informal agency policies or 
decisions. Examples of information withheld include comments, opinions, and draft documents.

EXEMPTION 6
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Exemption 6 protects information in personnel and medical files and similar files when disclosure would 
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. The information that has been withheld under 
Exemption 6 consists of personal information, such a personal phone number. We have determined that the 
individual to whom this information pertains has a substantial privacy interest in withholding it.

In addition, the search of CDC files produced records (18 pages) that originated with the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS). These documents were referred to HHS for review and direct response 
to you. Contact information for HHS is provided below.

Ms. Kristine Zadrovitz
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
Freedom of Information Officer
Hubert H. Humphrey Building, Room 729H
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C.   20201
Phone: 202-690-7453
Fax:  202-690-8320
Email: FOIARequest@hhs.gov

You may contact our FOIA Public Liaison at 770-488-6277 for any further assistance and to discuss any 
aspect of your request. Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services 
they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of Government Information Services, 
National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland  20740-
6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 
202-741-5769.

If you are not satisfied with the response to this request, you may administratively appeal by writing to the 
Deputy Agency Chief FOIA Officer, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Hubert H. Humphrey Building, 200 Independence Avenue, Suite 729H, 
Washington, D.C.  20201.You may also transmit your appeal via email to FOIARequest@psc.hhs.gov. 
Please mark both your appeal letter and envelope “FOIA Appeal.” Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted by September 22, 2020.

Sincerely,

Roger Andoh
CDC/ATSDR FOIA Officer
Office of the Chief Operating Officer
Phone: (770) 488-6399
Fax: (404) 235-1852

Enclosures

#20-01221-FOIA
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject : 

McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/0D/OCS) 
3 Jan 2020 21:08:00 +0000 
Shuy, Bryan (OS/ASPR/10) 
Fwd: china pneumonia outbreak 

Wanted to give you this as an FYI. 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Friday , January 3, 2020 4:06 PM 
To: Harrison , Brian (HHS/IOS) ; Steele, Danielle (HHS/IOS) 
Subject: Fwd: china pneumon ia outbreak 

Hey Brian, Dr. Redfield did chat with the Secretary. Redfield is also going to try to chat 
with the head of the Chinese CDC( George GAO) and Tedros to try to get more 
information. We will keep you posted as we learn more. Also , below are some 
recommendat ions that our folks are encouraging us to consider. Please let me know if 
you have question s. 

Kyle 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Messonnier , Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD /OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> 
Sent : Friday, January 3, 2020 3:56 PM 
To: McGowan , Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) 
Cc: Schucha t, Anne MD (CDC/OD); Berger , Sherri (CDC/OCOO/OD) 
Subject: china pneumonia outbreak 

Kyle, 

Based on th e official accounts and the available info rmat ion we believe I 

Nancy 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 

(b)(5) 

(b)(5) I 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject : 

FYI 

Get Outlook for iOS 

McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/0D/OCS) 
3 Jan 2020 21:07:22 +0000 
Campbell, Amanda (CDC/0D/OCS) 
Fwd: china pneumonia outbreak 

From: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Friday , January 3, 2020 4:06 PM 
To : Harrison , Brian (HHS/IOS) ; Steele, Danielle (HHS/IOS) 
Subject: Fwd: china pneumonia outbreak 

Hey Brian, Dr. Redfield did chat with the Secretary. Redfield is also going to try to chat 
with the head of the Chinese CDC( George GAO) and Tedros to try to get more 
information. We will keep you posted as we learn more. Also , below are some 
recommendat ions that our folks are encouraging us to consider. Please let me know if 
you have question s. 

Kyle 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Messonnier , Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD /OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> 
Sent : Friday, January 3, 2020 3:56 PM 
To: McGowan , Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) 
Cc: Schucha t, Anne MD (CDC/OD); Berger , Sherri (CDC/OCOO/OD) 
Subject: china pneumonia outbreak 

Kyle, 

Based on th e official accounts and the available info rmat ion, we believe! 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 

(b )(5) 

(b)(5) 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/0D/OCS) 
3 Jan 2020 21:06:47 +0000 
Harrison, Brian (HHS/10S);Steele, Danielle (HHS/10S) 
Fwd: china pneumonia outbreak 

Hey Brian, Dr. Redfie ld did chat w ith the Secretary. Redfield is also going to try to chat 
with the head of the Chinese CDC( George GAO) and Tedros to try to get more 
information. We will keep you posted as we learn more. Also, below are some 
recommendations that our folks are encouraging us to consider. Please let me know if 
you have quest ions. 

Kyle 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD /OD) <nar5@c dc.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 3, 2020 3:56 PM 
To: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) 
Cc: Schuchat, Anne MD (CDC/OD); Berger , Sherri (CDC/OCOO/OD) 
Subject: china pneumonia outbreak 

Kyle, 

Based on the official accounts and the available information, we believe I 

Nancy 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 

(b)(S) 

(b )(5) 
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From: 
Sent: 
To : 
Cc: 
(CDC/OD/OCS) 
Subject: 

Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS) 
3 Jan 2020 14:06:10 +0000 
Redfield , Robert R. (CDC/OD) 
Strength -McGaughey, Tracie (CDC/OD/OCS);McGowan , Robert (Kyle) 

For Review: China CDC Call 

TO: Dr. George Gao (gaofu@chinacdc.cn ) 
CC: Tracie Strengt h (CDC/OD/OCS) (tmd9@cdc .gov) 
Subject: Connecting for a call 

*** 

Dear George, 

Dr. Robert Redfie ld 

AMEf ICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 

(b)(5) 
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From: 
Sent: 
To : 
Subject: 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 

Redfield, Robert R. (CDC/OD) 

2 Jan 2020 17:15:26 +0000 
Redfield , Robert R. (CDC/OD) 
HOLD: Call with Dr. George Gao, CDC China Director 



HHS-CDC-20-0895-A-000006

From: 
Sent: 
To : 
Subject: 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 

Redfield, Robert R. (CDC/OD) 

2 Jan 2020 17:15:25 +0000 
Redfield , Robert R. (CDC/OD) 
HOLD: Call with Dr. George Gao, CDC China Director 
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From: 
Sent: 
Subject : 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 

Redfield, Robert R. (CDC/OD) 
2 Jan 2020 17:13:12 +0000 
George Gao - China, CDC 
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From: Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS) 

Sent: 6 Jan 2020 16:07:49 +0000 

To: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS);Hoffmann, Lauren 

(CDC/OD/OCS);Warner, Agnes (CDC/OD/OCS) 
Cc: DIRECTOR'S INCOMING (CDC);Clark, Cynthia K. (CDC/OD/OCS);Cashman, Sandra 
(CDC/OD/OCS);Campbell, Amanda (CDC/OD/OCS) 

Subject: RE: FOR AUTOPEN APPROVAL --- RE: letter for China --

Attachments: RE: Offer of Assistance 

Dear All , 

The letter has been sent . (see attached) 

Best, 

Hugh 

From : McGowan , Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov> 

Sent: Monday , January 6, 2020 10:43 AM 

To: Hoffmann, Lauren (CDC/OD/OCS) <cpf5@cdc.gov>; Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS) <yke8@cdc.gov>; 
Warner, Agnes (CDC/OD/OCS) <bli8@cdc.gov> 

Cc: DIRECTOR'S INCOMING (CDC) <Directorslncoming@cdc.gov>; Clark, Cynthia K. (CDC/OD/OCS) 
<cfc8@cdc.gov>; Cashman, Sandra (CDC/OD/OCS) <cvu0@cdc.gov>; Campbell, Amanda (CDC/OD/OCS) 
<ons3@cdc .gov> 
Subject: RE: FOR AUTOPEN APPROVAL --- RE: letter for China --

Thanks. 

Hugh, was the plan t o have you email this to George from R3's account? 

From: Hoffmann, Lauren (CDC/OD/OCS) <cpf5@cdc .gov > 

Sent: M onday , January 6, 2020 10:41 AM 

To: Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS) <yke8@cdc.gov >; Warner, Agnes (CDC/OD/OCS) <bli8@cdc.gov > 

Cc: DIRECTOR'S INCOMING (CDC) <Directorslncoming@cdc .gov >; Clark, Cynthia K. (CDC/OD/OCS) 
<cfc8@cdc.gov >; Cashman, Sandra (CDC/OD/OCS) <cvuO@cdc.gov >; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) 
(CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc .gov >; Campbe ll, Amanda (CDC/OD/OCS) <ons3@cd c.gov> 
Subject: RE: FOR AUTOPEN APPROVAL --- RE: letter for China --

Signed final attached . 

Lauren Hoffmann , MA, BS I Lead Public Health Analyst/Senior Issues Manager, Division of Issues Management, Analysis and 
Coordinat ion {IMAC) I Office of Chief of Staff I Office ofthe Director I Centers for Disease Contro l and Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road, NE, Mail Stop H21-10, At lanta , GA 30329 -4027 I Office : 404-639-7126 1 Mobile: 404-547-3997 I E-mail: 
lhoffmann@cdc .gov. 

From: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov > 

Sent : Monday, January 6, 2020 10:18 AM 

To: Hoffmann, Lauren (CDC/OD/OCS) <cpf5@cdc.gov >; Campbell, Amanda (CDC/OD/OCS) 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 
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<ons3@cdc.gov >; Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS) <yke8@cdc.gov > 
Cc: Warner, Agnes (CDC/OD/OCS) <bli8@cdc .gov>; DIRECTOR'S INCOMING (CDC) 
<Directorslncoming@cdc .gov>; Clark, Cynthia K. (CDC/OD/OCS) <cfc8@cdc .gov>; Cashman, Sandra 
(CDC/OD/OCS) <cvu0@cdc .gov> 
Subject : RE: FOR AUTO PEN APPROVAL --- RE: letter for China --

Approved 

From: Hoffmann, Lauren (CDC/OD/OCS) <cpf5@cdc .gov> 
Se nt: Monday, January 6, 2020 10:17 AM 
To: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov >; Campbell, Amanda (CDC/OD/OCS) 
<ons3@cdc.gov >; Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS) <yke8@cdc.gov > 
Cc: Warner, Agnes (CDC/OD/OCS) <bli8@cdc .gov>; DIRECTOR'S INCOMING (CDC) 
<Directors lncoming@cdc .gov>; Clark, Cynthia K. (CDC/OD/OCS) <cfc8@cdc.gov >; Cashman, Sandra 
(CDC/OD/OCS) <cvuO@cdc.gov> 
Subje ct: FOR AUTOPEN APPROVAL--- RE: letter for China --

Good Morning! 

AS requested, the formatted draft is attached for rev iew and approval to autopen. When we receive 
your approval, we will return the signed letter to you as a PDF for transmission from Dr. Redfield's 
personal email box. 

Best, 
Lauren 

Lauren Hoffmann , MA, BS I Lead Public Health Analyst/Senior Issues Manager, Division of Issues Management, Analysis and 
Coordinat ion (IMAC) I Office of Chief of Staff I Off ice of the Directo r I Centers for Disease Contro l and Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road, NE, Mail Stop H21-10, At lanta, GA 30329 -4027 I Office: 404-639-7126 I Mob ile: 404-547-3997 I E-mail: 
lhoffmann@cd c.gov. 

From: Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS) <yke8@cdc.gov > 
Se nt: Saturday, January 4, 2020 9:58 AM 
To: DIRECTOR'S INCOMING (CDC) <Directorslncoming@cdc.gov >; Cashman, Sandra (CDC/OD/OCS) 
<cvuO@cdc.gov> 
Cc: Hoffmann, Lauren (CDC/OD/OCS) <cpf5@cdc .gov>; Warner, Agnes (CDC/OD/OCS) <bli8@cdc .gov>; 
McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc .gov> 
Subject : letter for China 

Dear Exec Sec team, 

Dr. Redfield would like to send a formal letter to China CDC offering technical assistance. He would like 
to put the below email on CDC stationary and send as a follow up PDF to China CDC. The addressee's 
title and Dr. Redfield's signature block can change, but he would l ike to keep the text as is. 

Would you please create Monday and we can send from his persona l box? 

Many thanks and warm regards for 2020 , 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 
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Hugh 

•••••• •• •••••••••• •• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• •••••••••• •• ••••••••• • 

Dear George, 

I have been closely fo llowing the cluster of pneumonia of unknown etiology centralized on a 
local seafood market, Hua Nan Seafood Market in Wuhan, China. CDC has substantive expert ise 
in identifying the etiology of pneumonia outbreaks caused by novel pathogens. CDC also has a 
long history of working collaborat ively with the government of China on pneumonia and 
respiratory infectious diseases. 

China has tremendous capacity in infectious diseases and outbreak investigation . In the spirit 
of cooperation, I would like to offer CDC techn ical experts in laboratory and epidemiology of 
respiratory infectious diseases to assist you and China CDC in identification of this unknown and 
possibility nove l pathogen. 

Feel free to reach out to me directly if we can be of any assistance. I look forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

Robert R. Redfield, MD 
Director , CDC 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Dear George, 

Redfield, Robert R. (CDC/OD) 
6 Jan 2020 16:06:41 +0000 
gaofu@chinacdc.cn 
RE: Offer of Assistance 
Letter to China CDC - George Gao.pdf 

Please find a formal letter attached in follow up to my message below. We look forward to 
continuing our close collaborations and stand ready to provide additional support. 

Sincerely, 

Robert R. Redfield, MD 
Director, CDC 

From: Redfield, Robert R. {CDC/OD) <olxl@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, January 4, 2020 9:48 AM 
To: gaofu@chinacdc.cn 
Subject: Offer of Assistance 

Dear George, 

I have been closely following the cluster of pneumonia of unknown etiology centralized on a 
local seafood market, Hua Nan Seafood Market in Wuhan, China. CDC has substantive expertise 
in identifying the etiology of pneumonia outbreaks caused by novel pathogens. CDC also has a 
long history of working collaboratively with the government of China on pneumonia and 
respiratory infectious diseases. 

China has tremendous capacity in infectious diseases and outbreak investigation. In the spirit 
of cooperation, I would like to offer CDC technical experts in laboratory and epidemiology of 
respiratory infectious diseases to assist you and China CDC in identification of this unknown and 
possibility novel pathogen. 

Feel free to reach out to me directly if we can be of any assistance. I look forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

Robert R. Redfield, MD 
Director, CDC 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 
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(~4 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

~,~lr 

Dr. George Fu Gao 
Director General 
Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
I 55 Changbai Road 
Changping District , Beijing 
I 02206, China 

Dear George: 

Public Health Service 

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) 

Atlanta GA 30329-4027 

January 6, 2020 

I have been closely following the cluster of pneumonia of unknown etiology centralized on a 
local seafood market, Hua Nan Seafood Market in Wuhan, China. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) has substant ive expertise in identifying the etiology of pneumonia 
outbreaks caused by novel pathogens. CDC also has a long history of working collaboratively 
with the government of China on pneumonia and respiratory infectious diseases. 

China has tremendous capacity in infectious diseases and outbreak investigation. In the spirit of 
cooperation , I would like to offer CDC technical experts in laboratory and epidemiology of 
respiratory infectious diseases_ to assist you and China CDC in identification of this unknown and 
possibility novel pathogen. 

Feel free to reach out to me directly if we can be of any assistance. I look forward to your 

response. 

AMlf ICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 

Sincerely , 

~ te,, + I<.. /Jf a l4f4 
Robert R. Redfield, MD 
Director, CDC 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Dear George, 

Redfield, Robert R. (CDC/OD) 
6 Jan 2020 16:06:41 +0000 
gaofu@chinacdc.cn 
RE: Offer of Assistance 
Letter to China CDC - George Gao.pdf 

Please find a formal letter attached in follow up to my message below. We look forward to 
continuing our close collaborations and stand ready to provide additional support. 

Sincerely, 

Robert R. Redfield, MD 
Director, CDC 

From: Redfield, Robert R. {CDC/OD) <olxl@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, January 4, 2020 9:48 AM 
To: gaofu@chinacdc.cn 
Subject: Offer of Assistance 

Dear George, 

I have been closely following the cluster of pneumonia of unknown etiology centralized on a 
local seafood market, Hua Nan Seafood Market in Wuhan, China. CDC has substantive expertise 
in identifying the etiology of pneumonia outbreaks caused by novel pathogens. CDC also has a 
long history of working collaboratively with the government of China on pneumonia and 
respiratory infectious diseases. 

China has tremendous capacity in infectious diseases and outbreak investigation. In the spirit 
of cooperation, I would like to offer CDC technical experts in laboratory and epidemiology of 
respiratory infectious diseases to assist you and China CDC in identification of this unknown and 
possibility novel pathogen. 

Feel free to reach out to me directly if we can be of any assistance. I look forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

Robert R. Redfield, MD 
Director, CDC 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 
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From: Hoffmann, Lauren (CDC/OD/OCS) 

Sent: 6 Jan 2020 15:41:14 +0000 

To : Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS);Warner, Agnes (CDC/OD/OCS) 

Cc: DIRECTOR'S INCOMING (CDC);Clark, Cynthia K. (CDC/OD/OCS);Cashman, Sandra 
(CDC/OD/OCS);McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS);Campbel l, Amanda (CDC/OD/OCS) 

Subject: RE: FOR AUTOPEN APPROVAL --- RE: letter for China --

Attachments : Letter to China CDC - George Gao.pdf 

Signed final attached . 

Lauren Hoff mann, MA, 85 I Lead Public Health Analyst/Senior Issues Manager, Division of Issues Management, Analysis and 
Coord inat ion (IMAC) I Office of Chief of Staff I Office of t he Directo r I Centers for Disease Contro l and Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road, NE, Mail Stop H21-10, At lanta , GA 30329-402 7 I Off ice: 404-639-7126 I Mob ile: 404-547-3997 I E-mail: 
lhoffmann@ cdc.gov. 

From: McGowan , Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov > 

Sent : M onday , January 6, 2020 10:18 AM 
To: Hoffmann , Lauren (CDC/OD/OCS) <cpfS@cdc .gov>; Campbell , Amand a (CDC/OD/OCS) 

<ons3@cdc .gov>; Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS) <yke8@cdc .gov> 

Cc: Warner, Agnes (CDC/OD/OCS) <bl i8@cdc.gov>; DIRECTOR'S INCOMING (CDC) 
<Directors lncoming@cdc.gov>; Clark, Cynthia K. (CDC/OD/OCS) <cfc8@cdc.gov>; Cashman, Sandra 
(CDC/OD/OCS) <cvu0@cdc.gov> 

Subject : RE: FOR AUTOPEN APPROVAL --- RE: letter for China --

Approved 

From: Hoffmann, Lauren (CDC/OD/OCS) <cpf5@cdc .gov > 

Sent : Monday, January 6, 2020 10:17 AM 

To: McGowan , Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov >; Campbell, Amanda (CDC/OD/OCS) 
<ons3@cdc .gov>; Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS) <yke8@cdc .gov > 

Cc: Warner, Agnes (CDC/OD/OCS) <bli8@cdc.gov >; DIRECTOR'S INCOMING (CDC) 
<Directorslncom ing@cdc.gov >; Clark, Cynthia K. (CDC/OD/OCS) <cfc8@cdc.gov >; Cashman, Sandra 

(CDC/OD/OCS) <cvu0@cdc.gov > 
Subject: FOR AUTOPEN APPROVAL --- RE: letter for China --

Good Morning! 

AS requested, the formatted draft is attached for review and approval to autopen . When we receive 
your approva l, we will return the signed letter to you as a PDF for transmission from Dr. Redfie ld's 
personal emai l box. 

Best, 
Lauren 

Lauren Hoffmann , MA, BS I Lead Public Health Analyst/Senior Issues Manager , Division of Issues Management, Analysis and 
Coord inat ion (IMAC) I Office of Chief of Staff I Office of the Directo r I Centers for Disease Contro l and Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road, NE, Mail Stop H21-10, At lanta , GA 30329 -4027 I Office : 404-639-7126 1 Mob ile: 404-547-3997 I E-mail: 
lhoffmann@cdc .gov. 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 
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From: Green, Hugh (CDC/OD/OCS) <yke8@cdc .gov> 
Sent : Saturday, January 4, 2020 9:58 AM 
To: DIRECTOR'S INCOMING (CDC) <Directorslncoming@cdc.gov >; Cashman, Sandra (CDC/OD/OCS) 
<cvu0@cdc.gov > 
Cc: Hoffmann, Lauren (CDC/OD/OCS) <cpf5@cdc .gov>; Warner, Agnes (CDC/OD/OCS) <bli8@cdc.gov >; 
McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc .gov> 
Subject: letter for China 

Dear Exec Sec team, 

Dr. Redfield would like to send a formal letter to China CDC offering technical assistance. He would like 
to put the below email on CDC stationary and send as a follow up PDF to China CDC. The addressee's 
t itle and Dr. Redfield's signature block can change, but he would l ike to keep the text as is. 

Would you please create Monday and we can send from his personal box? 

Many thanks and warm regards for 2020, 

Hugh 

••••••• •• ••• ••• ••• •• •••••• • ••• ••••• • •••••• ••• •••• • ••••• •• ••• ••• ••• •• •••••• • •• • 

Dear George, 

I have been closely following the cluster of pneumonia of unknown etiology centralized on a 
local seafood market, Hua Nan Seafood Market in Wuhan, China. CDC has substantive expertise 
in identifying the etiology of pneumonia outbreaks caused by novel pathogens. CDC also has a 
long history of working collaboratively with the government of China on pneumonia and 
respiratory infectious diseases. 

China has tremendous capacity in infectious diseases and outbreak investigation. In the spirit 
of cooperation, I would like to offer CDC technica l experts in laboratory and epidemiology of 
respiratory infectious diseases to assist you and China CDC in identification of this unknown and 
possibility novel pathogen. 

Feel free to reach out to me directly if we can be of any assistance. I look forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

Robert R. Redfield, MD 
Director, CDC 

AMERICAr-,,.. 
pVERSIGHT 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Great thank you. 

Wolfe, Mitchell (CDC/OD) 
6 Jan 2020 14:23:51 +0000 
McGowan , Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) 

Re: Updated SITREP, 1/5/2020 

Mitchell Wolfe , MD , MPH 
RADM , USPHS 
Chief Medical Officer , Office of the Director 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Ph: (202) 245-0600 

From : McGowan , Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2 @cdc.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 6, 2020 9:10:00 AM 
To: Wolfe, Mitchell (CDC/OD) <msw6@cdc.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Updated SJTREP, 1/5/2020 

The CDC continues to monitor an epidemic of pneumonia of unknown etiology 
central izing on a local seafood market, Hua Nan Seafood Market in Wuhan, China. As of 
January 5th, 2020, there are 59 cases of pneumonia of unknown etiology, of which 7 are 
severe. Presently all cases are being isolated and treated in the Wuhan medical facility. 
The seafood market has been closed for disinfection since they also sell animals. At 
present in the early investigation, there has not been apparent human to human 
transmission nor infected healthcare workers . Dr. Redfield spoke directly with the head 
of the Chinese CDC, George Gao, over the weekend to offer the assistance of the CDC in 
Atlanta. 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD /OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, January 5, 2020 2:32:34 PM 
To: Redfield, Robert R. (CDC/OD) <olx l@cdc.gov> 
Cc: Schuchat, Anne MD (CDC/OD) <acsl @cdc.gov>; McGowan, Robert (Kyle) 
(CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov>; Berger, Sherri (CDC/OCOO/OD) <sob8@cdc.gov>; Clark, 
Thomas A. (CDC/DDID/NCTRD/DVD) <tnc4@cdc.gov>; Butler , Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) 
<jcb3 @cdc.gov>; Redd , Stephen (CDC/DDPHSIS /OD) <scrl@cd c.gov>; Martin, Rebecca 
(CDC/DDPHSIS /CGH/OD) <rtm4@cdc.gov>; Dreyzehner, John (CDC/DDPHSIS /CPR/OD) 
<PWN3 @cdc.gov>; Khabbaz , Rima (CDC/DDID/NCEZID /OD) <rtld @cdc.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Updated SITREP, 1/5/2020 

I'm sending this quick update to reflect the additional laboratory information that was 
reported from China - namely that testing for MERS and SARS is negative. WHO also 
posted a notice but it does not really contain any new information. We'll have a more 
complete update tomorrow, including our plans for IMS and update on additional 
activities. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) 
6 Jan 2020 14:10:00 +0000 
Wolfe, Mitchell (CDC/OD) 

Fwd: Updated SITREP, 1/5/2020 
SITREP PUE 20200105.docx 

The CDC continues to monitor an epidemic of pneumonia of unknown etiology 
centralizing on a local seafood market, Hua Nan Seafood Market in Wuhan, China. As of 
January 5th, 2020 , there are 59 cases of pneumonia of unknown etiology, of which 7 are 
severe. Presently all cases are being isolated and treated in the Wuhan medical facility. 
The seafood market has been closed for disinfection since they also sell animals . At 
present in the early investigation, there has not been apparent human to hwnan 
transmission nor infected healthcare workers. Dr. Redfield spoke directly with the head 
of the Chinese CDC, George Gao, over the weekend to offer the assistance of the CDC in 
Atlanta . 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD /OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, January 5, 2020 2:32:34 PM 
To: Redfield, Robert R. (CDC/OD) <olxl @cdc.gov> 
Cc: Schuchat, Anne MD (CDC/OD) <acsl@c dc.gov>; McGowan , Robert (Kyle) 
(CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2 @cdc.gov>; Berger, Sherri (CDC/OCOO/OD) <sob8@cdc.gov>; Clark, 
Thomas A. (CDC/DDID/NCIRD /DVD) <tnc4@cdc.gov>; Butler , Jay C. (CDC/DDID/OD) 
<jcb3@cdc.gov>; Redd , Stephen (CDC/DDPHSIS /OD) <scr1@cdc.gov>; Martin , Rebecca 
(CDC/DDPHSIS /CGH/OD) <rtm4@cdc.gov>; Dreyzehner, John (CDC/DDPHSIS /CPR/OD) 
<PWN3@cdc.gov>; Khabbaz , Rima (CDC/DDID/NCEZID /OD) <rfkl @cdc.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Updated SITREP, 1/5/2020 

I'm sending this quick update to reflect the additional laboratory informat ion that was 
reported from China - namely that testing for MERS and SARS is negative. WHO also 
posted a notice but it does not really contain any new information. We'll have a more 
complete update tomorrow, including our plans for IMS and update on additional 
activities. 

Nancy 
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For Internal Use Only/Not For Distribut ion 

CENTERS FOR DISEASE ,.. 
CONTROL AND PREVENTION 

China Pneumo nia of Unknown Etiology 
Situational Report 

January 5, 2020 
EPI Week 1 

Days (Update) 

• The current situation relates to an epidemic of pneumonia of unknown etiology centralizing on a local seafood 
market, Hua Nan Seafood Market in Wuhan, China. 

• Updates are being provided by Wuhan City Health Committee. 

• As of January 5, 2020, there are 59 cases of unexplained pneumonia of suspected vira l etiology, of wh ich 7 are 
severe and the remaining stable. 

• Influenza, avian influenza, adenovirus, SARS-CoV, and MERS have reportedly been ruled out. 
• Presently all cases are being isolated and treated in the Wuhan medical facility. 
• The clinical syndrome includes fever, few with difficult breath ing, and with bilateral lung infiltrates on chest x­

ray 
• There is no confirmed human-to -human transmission nor infected healthcare workers . 
• The seafood market has undergone environmental remediation, and remains closed. 
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For Internal Use Only/Not For Distribut ion 

Situational Awareness 

. ) . 

INOIA-

• The cases so far have been limited to Wuhan 

• Location of the Seafood market with in Wuhan 
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From: 
Se nt: 

Grigsby, Garrett (HHS/OS/OGA) 
3 Jan 2020 21:28:11 +0000 

To: 
Cc: 

McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS);Schmoyer, Michael (OS/ONS) 
Harrison, Brian (HHS/IOS) 

Subje ct: RE: china pneumonia outbreak 

Thanks! 

From: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@c dc.gov> 
Se nt: Friday, January 3, 2020 4:12 PM 
To: Grigsby, Garrett (HHS/OS/OGA) <Garrett .Grigsby@hhs.gov>; Schmoyer, Michae l (OS/ONS) 
<Michael .Sch m oye r@hhs.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: china pneumonia outbreak 

I wanted to give this to you both as an FYI. Let me know if you have questions. 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc .gov> 
Se nt: Friday, January 3, 2020 4:06 PM 

To: Harrison, Brian (HHS/IOS); Steele, Danielle (HHS/IOS) 
Subje ct: Fwd: china pneumonia outbreak 

Hey Brian, Dr. Redfield did chat with the Secretary. Redfield is also going to try to chat wi th t he head of 
the Chinese CDC{ George GAO) and Tedros to try to get more information. We will keep you posted as 
we learn more. Also, below are some recommendations that our fo lks are encouraging us to consider. 
Please let me know if you have questions . 

Kyle 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/OD) <nar5@cdc.gov > 
Sent : Friday, January 3, 2020 3:56 PM 
To: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) 
Cc: Schuchat, Anne MD (CDC/OD); Berger, Sherri (CDC/OCOO/OD) 
Subject: china pneumonia outbreak 

Kyle, 

Based on the offic ial accounts and the available infor mat ion, we believ~ 
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Nancy 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thank you 

Get Outlook for iOS 

Campbell, Amanda (CDC/0D/OCS) 

3 Jan 2020 21:15:15 +0000 
McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/0D/OCS) 

Re: china pneumonia outbreak 

From: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OO/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 3, 2020 4:07:2 2 PM 
To: Campbell, Amanda (CDC/OO/OCS) <ons3@cdc.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: china pneumonia outbreak 

FYI 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: McGowan , Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 3, 2020 4:06 PM 
To: Harrison, Brian (HHS/IOS); Steele, Danielle (HHS/IOS) 
Subject: Fwd: china pneumonia outbreak 

Hey Brian, Dr. Redfield did chat with the Secretary. Redfield is also going to try to chat 
with the head of the Chinese CDC( George GAO) and Tedro s to try to get more 
information. We will keep you posted as we learn more. Also, below are some 
recommendations that our folks are encouraging us to consider. Please let me know if 
you have questions. 

Kyle 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD /OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 3, 2020 3:56 PM 
To: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) 
Cc: Schuchat, Anne MD (CDC/OD); Berger , Sherri (CDC/OCOO/OD) 
Subject: china pneumonia outbreak 

Kyle, 

Based on the official accounts and the available information, we believe! 

I (bXS) 
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Nancy 
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From: 
Sent: 

McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/0D/OCS) 
3 Jan 2020 21:12:25 +0000 

To: 
Subject : 

Grigsby, Garrett (HHS/0S/OGA);Schmoyer, M ichael (OS/ONS) 
Fwd: china pneumonia outbreak 

I wanted to give this to you both as an FYI. Let me know if you have questions . 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: McGowan, Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) <omc2@cdc.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 3, 2020 4:06 PM 
To : Harrison, Brian (HHS/IOS) ; Steele, Danielle (HHS/IOS) 
Subject: Fwd: china pneumonia outbreak 

Hey Brian, Dr. Redfield did chat with the Secretary. Redfield is also going to try to chat 
with the head of the Chinese CDC( George GAO) and Tedros to try to get more 
information. We will keep you posted as we learn more. Also, below are some 
recommendat ions that our folks are encouraging us to consider. Please let me know if 
you have questions. 

Kyle 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Messonnier, Nancy (CDC/DDID/NCIRD /OD) <nar5@cdc.gov> 
Sent : Friday, January 3, 2020 3:56 PM 
To: McGowan , Robert (Kyle) (CDC/OD/OCS) 
Cc: Schucha t, Anne MD (CDC/OD); Berger , Sherri (CDC/OCOO/OD) 
Subject: china pneumonia outbreak 

Kyle, 

Based on th e official accounts and the available info rmat ion, we believe I 

Nancy 
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