4/16/2020 Mail - Dylan Winters - Outlook

From: TEXAS AG Public Information <texasag@govqga.us>

Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 11:30 AM

To: FOIA <foia@americanoversight.org>

Subject: [Ext][Records Center] Public Information Request :: R004012-040220

Attachments:
Fwd INVITATION White House Briefing_Call with Attorneys General on COVID-19 Redacted.pdf
Fwd Students in Peru Redacted.pdf

--- Please respond above this line ---

April 15, 2020

Mr. Austin Evers

American Oversight
foia@americanoversight.org

VIA E-MAIL ONLY

Re: Public Information Request No. R004012

Dear Mr. Evers:

This e-mail is in response to your public information request to the Office of the Attorney
General ("OAG"), received by the OAG on April 1, 2020.

The OAG has reviewed its files and has located the attached documents that are responsive to
your request. Although the Public Information Act allows a governmental body to charge for
copying documents, the attached documents are being provided to you at no charge.

If you have any questions, please contact me at publicrecords@oag.texas.gov.

Sincerely,
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Marisol Bernal-Leon
Public Information Coordinator’s Office
Office of the Attorney General

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Public Records Center
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From: "Bash, Zina" <Zina.Bash@oag.texas.gov>

Date: March 18, 2020 at 4:47:53 PM CDT

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHQO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>
Subject: Re: INVITATION: White House Briefing Call with Attorneys
General on COVID-19

Thiswas very well done! Will there be notes coming out of it? | missed the first
part so curiousif thereis arecap going out by chance. Thanksfor all you’ re doing
in these most uncertain of times!

On Mar 17, 2020, at 9:52 AM, Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO
<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> wrote:

<image001.png>

Attorneys General —

On Wednesday, March 18, at 4:30 PM ET, please join U.S.
Surgeon General Jerome Adams and Senior Administration
Officials for a briefing call on COVID-19 (coronavirus).
Registration instructions are below. Please note that this is a
principal-level call. Appropriate staff are also welcome.

Briefing Call Registration
Date: Wednesday, March 18

Time: 4:30 PM ET (please note time zone)

Call-In Registration: CLICK HERE

Note: You must RSVP to join the call. Upon successful registration,
you will receive dial-in details to the email address you use to
register. Note that multiple people cannot dial-in using the same
registration information.

Press: Please note that this call is off-the-record and not intended
for press purposes.
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Below, please find additional information. We do want to highlight
the recently released The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread. Also note that the
CDC's official coronavirus website — www.coronovirus.gov — is
the best resource for up-to-date information and guidance. The
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (WH 1GA) will
continue to share pertinent information as it becomes available.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to our office directly if we can be
of assistance. As a reminder, WH IGA is the primary liaison
between the White House and the country’s State and local elected
officials and Tribal Governments.

Sincerely,
The White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President/Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
0: 202-456-8491 | C: 202-881-8545 | E:
William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

COVID-19: Background &
Additional Information

<image002.jpg>

Background

Under the leadership of President Trump and Vice President Pence,
the full weight of the U.S. Government is working to protect the
health and safety of the American people. Since the beginning of
the outbreak, President Trump has taken unprecedented steps —
including prudent travel restrictions and an early containment
strategy — to protect the health of Americans in response to the
coronavirus. In January, the President formed a Coronavirus Task
Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence and comprised of subject-
matter experts, to organize a whole-of-government response

(President Donald J. Trump Has Taken Unprecedented

Steps to Respond To the Coronavirus and Protect the
Health and Safety of Americans). The Coronavirus Task Force

and broader Administration have and will continue to work with
State-Local-Tribal officials and private sector and non-profit
partners in preparing for and responding to the Coronavirus. It is
important to note that at this time, the risk to the
average American remains low. All agencies are
working aggressively to monitor this continuously
evolving situation and to keep our partners and the
public informed.

Up-To-Date Information
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<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->The most up-to-date
information and guidance can be found via the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Disease 2019
website (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->HHS/CDC Community
Framework for Mitigation (here)

<|--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Guidance for families,
businesses, schools and others (here).

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->The Coronavirus Task Force
holds frequent national briefings which can be viewed live
(here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->You are also encouraged to
follow HHS, CDC, and other agency social media channels for
up-to-date information.

What You Need To Know

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->What You Should Know - How
COVID-19 Spreads, Symptoms, etc. (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Situation Summary (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->Travel Information (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Preventing COVID-10 Spread
in Communities (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->Higher Risk & Special
Populations (here)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Healthcare Professionals
(here)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Resources for Healthcare
Facilities (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Resources for Health
Departments (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Laboratories (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->Communication Resources
(here)

Recent Announcements

President Donald J. Trump Announces New Guidelines to
Address COVID-19 — The President’s Guidelines for
America: 15 Days to Slow the Spread

Monday, March 16, President Donald J. Trump announced new
guidelines to address COVID-19, stop the spread, and protect
health. The President’'s Coronavirus Guidelines for America: 15
Days to Slow the Spread can be found here. “My administration is
recommending that all Americans, including the young and
healthy, work to engage in schooling from home when possible,
avoid gathering in groups of more than 10 people, avoid
discretionary travel and avoid eating and drinking in bars,
restaurants, and public food courts,” President Trump stated.
“With several weeks of focused action, we can turn the corner and
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turn it quickly -- a lot of progress has been made."

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Provides More
Regulatory Relief During Outbreak, Continues to Help
Expedite Availability of Diagnostics
As part of our ongoing and aggressive commitment to address the
coronavirus outbreak, the FDA updated a policy originally issued
on Feb. 29 on diagnostic testing for coronavirus (COVID-19) in
order to achieve more rapid testing capacity in the U.S. The
guidance provides more specific details for the laboratory and
commercial manufacturer communities, including:
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->First, FDA is putting in
place a policy for states to take responsibility for tests
developed and used by laboratories in their states, similar to
the action the FDA granted to the New York State
Department of Health last week. States can set up a system
in which they take responsibility for authorizing such tests
and the laboratories will not engage with the FDA.
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Second, FDA is expanding
who the policy outlined in the Feb. 29 guidance applies to.
The policy was originally applicable only to laboratories that
are certified to perform high-complexity testing consistent
with requirements under the Clinical Laboratory
Improvement Amendments. Under the update published
today, the agency does not intend to object to commercial
manufacturers distributing and labs using new
commercially developed tests prior to the FDA granting an
EUA, under certain circumstances.
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->Finally, FDA’s updated
policy provides recommendations for test developers who
may wish to develop serological tests for use during this
coronavirus outbreak. Serological tests measure the amount
of antibodies or proteins present in the blood when the body
is responding to a specific infection.

DHS Issues Notice of Arrival Restrictions on China, Iran
and Certain Countries of Europe

In furtherance of Presidential Proclamations 9984, 9992, 9993,
and 9994, which bans the entry of non-U.S. citizens who are from
or recently been in China, Iran, or certain European countries,
the Department of Homeland Security issued a Notice of Arrival
Restrictions requiring American citizens, legal permanent
residents, and their immediate families who are returning home to
the U.S. to travel through one of 13 airports upon arrival to the
U.S., submit to an enhanced entry screening and self-quarantine
for 14 days once they reach their final destination. More here.

President Donald J. Trump Directs FEMA Support Under
Emergency Declaration for COVID-19

The federal government continues to take aggressive and proactive
steps to address the COVID-19 threat as the health and safety of the
American people remain a top priority (President Donald J.
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Trump Has Mobilized the Full Resources of the Federal
Government to Respond to the Coronavirus). On Friday,
March 13, President Trump declared a nationwide emergency
pursuant to Sec. 501(b) of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the “Stafford

Act”) (Letter from President Donald J. Trump on

Emergency Determination Under the Stafford Act). This
increases federal support to the Department of Health and Human

Services (HHS) in its role as the lead federal agency for the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic response. As a result of the President’s
decisive, unprecedented action, FEMA is directed to assist state,
local, tribal, territorial governments and other eligible entities with
the health and safety actions they take on behalf of the American
public. FEMA actions will be in support of HHS and in
coordination with state, tribal and territorial governments. Eligible
emergency protective measures taken at the direction or guidance
of public health officials in response to this emergency, and not
supported by the authorities of another federal agency, will be
reimbursed strictly under the FEMA Public Assistance program.
FEMA assistance will be provided at a 75 percent Federal cost
share. Reimbursable activities typically include emergency
protective measures such as the activation of State Emergency
Operations Centers, National Guard costs, law enforcement and
other measures necessary to protect public health and safety. To
note, the declaration does not make direct financial assistance
available to individuals.. Municipalities and counties are
encouraged to work directly with their local emergency
management offices and through the State Emergency
Management Agency for all requests for assistance. You
can read more about the disaster recovery process here.

Presidential Proclamation To Protect the Homeland from
Travel-Related Coronavirus Spread

On Thursday, March 12, President Donald J. Trump signed a
Presidential Proclamation, which suspends the entry of most
foreign nationals who have been in certain European countries at
any point during the 14 days prior to their scheduled arrival to the
United States. These countries, known as the Schengen Area,
include: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and
Switzerland. This does not apply to legal permanent residents,
(generally) immediate family members of U.S. citizens, and other
individuals who are identified in the proclamation.

HUD Releases Quick Guide to CDBG Eligible Activities to
Support Infectious Disease Response

CDBG grantees should coordinate with local health authorities
before undertaking any activity to support state or local pandemic
response. Grantees may use Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funds for a range of eligible activities that prevent and
respond to the spread of infectious diseases such as the coronavirus
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disease 2019 (COVID-19). The guide can be found here.

SBA To Provide Disaster Loans for Small Businesses
Impacted by Coronavirus (COVID-19)

On Thursday, March 12, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza issued
the following statement: “The President took bold, decisive action
to make our 30 million small businesses more resilient to
Coronavirus-related economic disruptions. Small businesses are
vital economic engines in every community and state, and they
have helped make our economy the strongest in the world. Our
Agency will work directly with state Governors to provide targeted,
low-interest disaster recovery loans to small businesses that have
been severely impacted by the situation. Additionally, the SBA
continues to assist small businesses with counseling and navigating
their own preparedness plans through our network of 68 District
Offices and numerous Resource Partners located around the
country. The SBA will continue to provide every small business
with the most effective and customer-focused response possible
during these times of uncertainty.” SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster
Loans offer up to $2 million in assistance for a small business.
These loans can provide vital economic support to small businesses
to help overcome the temporary loss of revenue they are
experiencing. More information can be found here.

CDC to Award Over $560 Million to State & Local
Jurisdictions in Support of COVID-19 Response

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is
announcing another upcoming action by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) to provide resources to state and
local jurisdictions in support of our nation's response to the
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). The $8.3 billion dollar
Supplemental passed by Congress included statutory language
which prescribed the exact formula for disbursing the money:
states will receive 90% of their 2019 CDC PHEP grants. This
marks the first tranche of funding to states from the $8.3 billion
supplemental. Your state health officers are receiving a letter today
from CDC outlining what is needed to receive the funding,
essentially they need to submit a spend plan and they will receive
guidance on what that spend plan should contain. More here.

CDC Releases Mitigation Framework for States,
Localities, and Communities

Protect yourself and your community from getting and spreading
respiratory illnesses like coronavirus disease 2019. Everyone has a
role to play in getting ready and staying healthy. CDC is
aggressively responding to the global outbreak of COVID-19 and
community spread in the United States. CDC'’s all of community
approach is focused to slow the transmission of COVID-19, reduce
illness and death, while minimizing social and economic impacts.
Framework includes: (i) Local Factors to Consider for Determining
Mitigation Strategies, (ii) Community mitigation strategies by
setting and by level of community transmission or impact of
COVID-19, and (iii) Potential mitigation strategies for public health
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functions. More here.

White House Coronavirus Task Force Announces
Community Mitigation Strategies for Seattle-King, Pierce,
and Snohomish C, WA Santa Clara, CA and New Rochelle,
NY

The White House Coronavirus Task Force has recommended
community mitigation strategies for Seattle, Washington and Santa
Clara County, California due to widespread transmission of
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These mitigation activities
are designed to address the effects of COVID-19 on areas that are
experiencing community spread. You can find the guidance for
Seattle, Washington and Santa Clara, California here. The Task
Force also announced community mitigation strategies for New
Rochelle, New York, which can be viewed here.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing
Home Guidance

As you know, nursing homes and their residents are vulnerable
populations for COVID-19. This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of COVID-19 in
Nursing Homes which can be found here (3/9). The Press Release
can be found here and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can
be found here.

Agency Resources and Contact Information

Below, please find agency-by-agency information, guidance, and
contact information.

Resources — Below, please find agency-by-agency resources and
guidance.

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (here)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid (here)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Food & Drug
Administration (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Education
(here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Agriculture
(here)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->U.S. Small Business
Administration (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Labor
(here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Homeland
Security (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->U.S. Department of State
(here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Veterans
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Affairs (here)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e <!--[endif]-->U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of the Interior
(here)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Office of the Director of
National Intelligence (here)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->U.S. Election Assistance
Commission (here)

Contact Information — Below, please find contact information
for our Intergovernmental Affairs colleagues across the federal
family. As State and local elected officials, they are your primary
points of contact.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Health &
Human Services: Darcie Johnston (Phone — 202-690-1058 /
Email — darcie.johnston@hhs.gov)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Homeland
Security: Cherie Short (Phone — 202-893-2941 / Email —

cherie.short@hg.dhs.gov)
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of State: Bill

Killion (Phone — 202-647-7595 / Email — Kkillionw@state.gov)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->U.S. Department of
Transportation: Sean Poole (Office — 202-597-5109 / Cell —
202-366-3132 / Email — sean.poole@dot.gov)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Education:
Susan Falconer (Phone — 202-320-6837 / Email —
susan.falconer@ed.gov)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs: Thayer Verschoor (Phone — 202-461-7385 / Email —
Thayer.verschoor@va.gov)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency: Britt Carter (Phone — 202-440-0728 / Email —
carter.brittanys@epa.gov)

<|--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Small Business
Administration: Ryan Lambert (Phone — 202-615-6570 / Email
— ryan.lambert@sba.gov)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->U.S. Department of
Agriculture: Lillie Brady (Phone — 202-845-3872 / Email -
lillie.brady@usda.gov)

Federal Agency Action Overview

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS)
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->®  <l--[endif]-->The Department of Health
and Human Services is committed to providing as much
information as possible to prepare communities for
response to COVID-19. The Department, through the
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Food and
Drug Administration, and other agencies, continuously
provide guidance to healthcare providers, laboratories,
communities, and state and local officials for dealing with
suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The most up-to-
date information can be found at www.coronavirus.gov.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->Wednesday, March 12, CDC
announced the imminent release of almost $600 million
to support state and local authorities respond to the COVID-
19 outbreak. Full funding amounts are here.

<!I--[if IsupportLists]-->® <l--[endif]-->CDC released their
“Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for
Communities with Local COVID-19 Transmission.”
This is a guide for communities describing possible
coronavirus transmission. Community mitigation strategies
are often the most available interventions to help slow the
transmission of COVID-19 in communities.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->®  <l--[endif]-->The CDC has been actively
working to address the need for testing across the country.
You can find more information about testing here. We
encourage review of the Updated Guidance on
Evaluating and Testing Persons for Coronavirus
Disease 2019, as well as the recently updated the EAQ
website for laboratories to determine best practices for
testing.

<!I--[if IsupportLists]-->® <l--[endif]-->The U.S. Public Health
Service Commissioned Corps has deployed hundreds of
officers to help with this response. As America’s Health
Responders, the Commissioned Corps is currently very
involved in assisting the CDC with airport screenings,
deploying staff to support hospitals, among other important
missions. Find out more about Commissioned Corps
activities here.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->Part of preparedness
includes a robust blood supply. The current situation
around COVID-19 heightens the need for a ready blood
supply, please encourage your health community members
to keep their appointments to donate blood.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->CDC released updated
guidance on infection prevention and control
recommendations for healthcare workers. Healthcare
workers are fighting this outbreak on the front lines, and
this guidance is intended to provide assistance to healthcare
settings that are handling suspected or confirmed cases of
COVID-19. This guidance is applicable to all U.S. healthcare
settings.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->The President’s emergency
declaration gives HHS important powers to enhance state
and local communities’ ability to respond to the outbreak,
including flexibility around Medicare and Medicaid rules.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Flexibility and
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Relief for State Medicaid Agencies: The national
emergency declaration also enables CMS to grant
state and territorial Medicaid agencies a wider range
of flexibilities under section 1135 waivers. States and
territories are now encouraged to assess their needs
and request these available flexibilities, which are
outlined in the Medicaid and CHIP Disaster
Response Toolkit. Examples of flexibilities available
to states under section 1135 waivers include the
ability to permit out-of-state providers to render
services, temporarily suspend certain provider
enrollment and revalidation requirements to
promote access to care, allow providers to provide
care in alternative settings, waive prior authorization
requirements, and temporarily suspend certain pre-
admission and annual screenings for nursing home
residents. For more information and to access the
toolkit, visit here.

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->Waivers and
Flexibilities for Hospitals and other Healthcare
Facilities: CMS will temporarily waive or modify
certain Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements.
CMS will also issue several blanket waivers, listed on
the website below, and the CMS Regional Offices will
review other provider-specific requests. These
waivers provide continued access to care for
beneficiaries. For more information on the waivers
CMS has granted, visit here.

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Nursing
Home Guidance: As you know, nursing homes and
their residents are vulnerable populations for
COVID-19. This week, CMS released updated
guidance for infection control and prevention of
COVID-19 in Nursing Homes which can be found
here (3/9). The Press Release can be found here
and all CMS guidance related to COVID-19 can be
found here.

U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->The Small Business
Administration will work directly with state Governors to
provide targeted, low-interest loans to small businesses and
non-profits that have been severely impacted by the
Coronavirus (COVID-19). The SBA’s Economic Injury
Disaster Loan program provides small businesses with
working capital loans of up to $2 million that can provide
vital economic support to small businesses to help overcome
the temporary loss of revenue they are experiencing.

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->The Coronavirus
Preparedness and Response Supplemental expanded the
disaster definition for the Small Business Administration’s
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Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) to include COVID-
19. Economic Injury Disaster Loans are SBA loans that are
available to eligible Small Businesses, Small agricultural
cooperatives, and most non-profits that have experienced
substantial economic injury as a result of a disaster.
<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e <!--[endif]-->EIDLSs are available
in areas that are declared a disaster area by the SBA.
<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e <!--[endif]-->There has to be an
SBA Disaster Declaration in an area for EIDL loans
to be made available, which originates from a
request made by the Governor.
<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->To assist in the
efforts, the SBA engages with States’ Emergency
Response Teams to help them comply with the
requirements before a request is made.
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->EIDL Loan Details
<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Entities that can
apply for EIDL loans are eligible Small Businesses,
Small agricultural cooperatives, and most private
nonprofit organizations.
<!|--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->EIDL Loans are up
to $2million and have terms as long as 30 years.
<!I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->State and local officials who
have been contacted by Small Businesses that may have
been affected should share that information with their
Governor or the State’s Emergency Response Officials. More
information on SBA'’s disaster loans, including eligibility
and how to apply for loans, can be found here:
www.SBA.gov/disaster

U.S. Department of Education (DoED)
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->The Department of
Education has established a dedicated Coronavirus
webpage, which includes resources for institutions of
higher education and for K-12.
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->The website includes
guidance for students at institutions of higher
education, and covers Coronavirus-related scenarios
that could impact students who are enrolled in study
abroad programs, students who meet full-time
requirements but fall below 12 credit hours, students
who are quarantined and miss class, campuses that
have temporarily stopped offering ground-based
classes to prevent the spread of Coronavirus, and
foreign schools that serve Americans who receive
Federal financial aid. Also see a letter from the
Office for Civil Rights that addresses potential
discrimination associated with coronavirus.
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->The Department is working
on additional information for families and communities
including:
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<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Information
regarding certain flexibilities under the Every
Student Succeeds Act, or “ESSA;”
<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Information
regarding services to children with disabilities;
<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->A fact sheet from our
Office for Civil Rights on the risk of Coronavirus in
schools while protecting the civil rights of students;
and
<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->Information on the
Family Education Records Privacy Act, or “FERPA,”
as it pertains to K-12 and higher education students.
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->The Department will
continue to update its website, ed.gov/coronavirus. Please
direct education related questions to COVID-19@ed.gov.

U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->The U.S. Department of
Transportation, in its important supporting role, has and
will continue to coordinate with transportation
stakeholders, foreign counterparts and other federal
agencies to manage the risk in the United States.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->The U.S. government’s
travel restrictions and advisories have been a remarkably
effective ‘first layer’ of containment. These travel
requirements delayed the arrival of the virus to the United
States, giving the nation precious time to prepare further
measures, and plan for mitigation. This achievement took
the cooperation of nearly 200 commercial airlines, a like
number of overseas airports, and the Civil Aviation
Authority of China.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->DOT continues to ensure:
an active air bridge remains in place for the safe return of
Americans from affected areas; airlines are funneling
passenger flights to one of the eleven designated U.S.
airports equipped to health-screen Americans returning
from affected areas; continued air and sea cargo traffic
between the US and China; health protocols are established
to protect the crews of aircraft continuing to fly between the
US and foreign locations; and, dissemination of health
messages about the virus, for airlines to use to inform their
passengers.

<|--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->External Stakeholder
outreach is being actively conducted throughout the modes
of transportation in DOT. DOT has already hosted calls with
stakeholders for the Federal Aviation Administration,
Federal Transit Authority, Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration, and others. Additional calls are scheduled
for outreach to additional stakeholders in all surface
transportation, maritime, and labor.

<!|--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->On March 13, USDOT
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issued a national emergency declaration to provide hours-
of-service regulatory relief to commercial vehicle drivers
transporting emergency relief to the nationwide COVID-19
outbreak. The declaration does not cover routine
commercial deliveries, or transportation of mixed loads of
essential supplies and/or persons and goods or persons not
related to emergency needs. Effective immediately, the
declaration will remain in effect for the duration of the
emergency or until 11:59 P.M. (ET), April 11, 2020,
whichever occurs sooner. Learn more here.

U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->The Occupational Safety
and Health Administration (OSHA) developed COVID-19
planning guidance for employers to implement
engineering, administrative, and work practice controls and
personal protective equipment (PPE). The guidance is
intended for planning purposes — employers and workers
should use the planning guidance to help identify risk levels
in workplace settings and to determine any appropriate
control measures to implement.

<|--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->The U.S. Office of Personnel
Management (OPM), an independent agency that serves as
the chief human resources agency and personnel policy
manager for the Federal Government, issued guidance for
Federal Agencies regarding COVID-19 and human resources
policies.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->DOL announced new
guidance outlining flexibilities that States have in
administering their unemployment (Ul) programs to assist
Americans affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Under the
guidance, federal law permits significant flexibility for states
to amend their laws to provide Ul benefits in multiple
scenarios related to COVID-19. Learn more here.

<!|--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->On March 14, DOL issued
new temporary enforcement guidance for respirator fit-
testing in healthcare during the COVID-19 outbreak. The
temporary guidance is aimed at ensuring healthcare
workers have full access to needed N95 respiratory
protection. OSHA recommends that employers supply
healthcare personnel who provide direct care to patients
with known or suspected coronavirus with other respirators
that provide equal or higher protection, such as N99 or
N100 filtering facepieces, reusable elastomeric respirators
with appropriate filters or cartridges, or powered air
purifying respirators. Learn more here.

U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development
(HUD)
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->The health and well-being

of our country’s most vulnerable citizens is Secretary Ben
Carson’s highest priority. At the direction of Secretary
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Carson senior HUD, officials have developed an Infectious
Disease Toolkit for Continuum of Care homeless shelters
(CoC). This includes specific documents addressing
preparedness in shelters and encampment settings. More
here.
<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->HUD has sent
communication to CoC and Housing Opportunities for
Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, highlighting the
importance of infectious disease preparedness and linking
to CDC and Healthcare for the Homeless
resources: Infectious Disease Preparedness Among
Homeless Assistance Providers.
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->HUD released a quick guide
to CDBG eligible activities to support infectious disease
response. Grantees should coordinate with local health
authorities before undertaking any activity to support State
or local pandemic response. The guide can be found here.
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->HUD is coordinating with
the CDC, Healthcare for the Homeless, United States
Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) on
messaging and cross-promoting resource materials. This
will continue on an ongoing basis. Also, the Department is
reaching out to Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA) and Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) for future
coordination.
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->HUD has plenty of
resources for your communities including:
<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e <!--[endif]-->Communities can
use their unspent Emergency Solutions Grants and
Continuum of Care Program funds to help address
needs related to coronavirus. Additionally, a portion
of CDBG funds are also available for public services,
including health care.
<!I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Technical Assistance
is available for ESG and CoC Program recipients if
requested. Additionally, communities that want to
amend their CDBG plans, can reach out to their CPD
representative if they need assistance.

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->USDA Secretary Sonny
Perdue announced proactive flexibilities to allow meal
service during school closures to minimize potential
exposure to the coronavirus. During an unexpected school
closure, schools can leverage their participation in one of
USDA'’s summer meal programs to provide meals at no cost
to students. Under normal circumstances, those meals must
be served in a group setting. However, in a public health
emergency, the law allows USDA the authority to waive the
group setting meal requirement, which is vital during a
social distancing situation.
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<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->USDA intends to use all
available program flexibilities and contingencies to serve
program participants across our 15 nutrition programs.
USDA has already begun to issue waivers to ease program
operations and protect the health of participants. USDA is
receiving requests for waivers on an ongoing basis. As of
today, USDA has been asked to waive congregate feeding
requirements in Washington, California, Maryland, Alaska,
Utah, Pennsylvania, Wyoming, Maine, Kansas, New Jersey,
New York, South Carolina, South Dakota, and Virginia and
USDA has granted those requests.

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->For more information about
the coronavirus response across USDA, please

visit: www.usda.gov/coronavirus.

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->Actions by DHS and the
administration are decreasing the strain on public health
officials by screening incoming travelers, expediting the
processing of U.S. citizens returning from China, and
ensuring resources are focused on the health and safety of
the American people. It is important to recognize, that while
there is a significant focus on containing and mitigating the
spread of COVID-19, all departments and agencies of DHS
are continuing to perform their regular duties with no
impact on their mission.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->DHS is working to
recognize, detect, and assist individuals attempting to enter
the U.S. through our, airports, land ports, or waterways who
may be carrying the virus: Cruise Lines International
Association, CDC, USCG, and CBP. DHS is working with the
Department of State, HHS, and the senior public health
leadership with the Government of Mexico to prepare for
any COVID-19 cases identified along the South West
Border. This effort includes coordination with state, and
local Public Health Officials to develop reporting and
response courses of action.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->In furtherance
of Presidential Proclamations 9984, 9992, 9993, and 9994,
which bans the entry of non-U.S. citizens who are from or
recently been in China, Iran, or certain European countries,
the Department of Homeland Security issued a Notice of
Arrival Restrictions requiring American citizens, legal
permanent residents, and their immediate families who are
returning home to the U.S. to travel through one of 13
airports upon arrival to the U.S., submit to an enhanced
entry screening and self-quarantine for 14 days once they
reach their final destination. More here.

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->FEMA has rostered 56 four-
person Incident Management Assistance Teams.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->The Countering Weapons of
Mass Destruction Office, which contains the National
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Biosurveillance Integration Center and the Chief Medical
Officer, has maintained close coordination with our
Components and U.S. Government partners regarding the
status of the outbreak and associated U.S. Government
response actions.

Local Preparedness Tips

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->Response is locally executed,
state managed, and federally supported.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Ensuring clear, open lines of
communication with the public and making information and
guidance readily available.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->Proactively sharing and
disseminating verified and accurate guidance and information

such as HHS/CDC guidance for families, businesses, and
schools.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Reviewing Federal guidance
such as the HHS/CDC Community Mitigation
Framework.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Coordinating with State and
local health authorities.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Reviewing local preparedness
plans and strategies.

Recent Task Force Actions
Below, please find pertinent updates on pertinent Administrations
actions.

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Task Force Briefings (briefings
are held on a frequent basis and can be viewed live here)

<|--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->March 10: Video

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e <!--[endif]-->March 9: Video

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->March 6: Video

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->March 4: Video

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e <!--[endif]-->March 2: Video

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->February 29: Video
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Remarks by President Trump

and Vice President Pence at a Coronavirus Briefing with Health
Insurers (March 10) (transcript/video)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->Readout from the Vice

President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-
19 Coordination & Preparedness (March 9) (readout)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->Remarks by Vice President
Pence in a Coronavirus Briefing with Cruise Line Executives
and Port Directors (March 7) (transcript)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Remarks by President Trump
After Tour of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(March 5) (transcript)
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<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->President Trump Signs the
Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2020 (March 6) (transcript/video)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->President Trump and Vice
President Pence attend Coronavirus Briefing with Airline CEOs
(March 4) (transcript/video)

<I--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <!--[endif]-->Vice President Pence meets
with Long-Term, Post-Acute and Palliative Care Provider
Executives (March 4) (transcript)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) Announces Actions to Address Spread
of Coronavirus (March 4) (more here)

<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <I--[endif]-->President Trump Visits the
National Institutes of Health and attends Roundtable Briefing

(March 3) (transcript)
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->Vice President Pence attends

Coronavirus Briefing with Diagnostic Lab CEOs (March 4)

(transcript/video)
<l--[if IsupportLists]-->e  <l--[endif]-->Readout from the Vice

President’s Discussion with our Nation’s Governors on COVID-
19 Coordination & Preparedness (readout)
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From: "Bash, Zina" <Zina.Bash@oag.texas.gov>

Date: March 22, 2020 at 6:18:32 PM CDT

To: "Crozer, William F. EOP/WHQO" <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>
Subject: Re: Studentsin Peru

Thanks for flagging!

On Mar 22, 2020, at 4:58 PM, Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO
<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> wrote:

Please know the President acknowledged Americans in Peru and working
on a solution per his ongoing press conference

From: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 2:52 PM

To: 'Bash, Zina' <Zina.Bash@oag.texas.gov>
Subject: RE: Students in Peru

Thx — just want to make sure we are not leaving any stones left unturned.

As you can imagine, we are facing similar issues with communities across
the country.

From: Bash, Zina <Zina.Bash@oag.texas.gov>

Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 11:36 AM

To: Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>
Subject: Re: Students in Peru

So our people are apparently in Cusco and the two flights have been

out of Lima. Bill saysthey’re hoping to find a solution for Cusco but
there’ sno info at this point. | guess all internal transport is shut down
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so no way to get to Limafrom Cusco. Anyway, we are staying on top
of the embassy website for info. Really appreciate your checking in.

On Mar 21, 2020, at 10:31 PM, Crozer, William F.
EOP/WHO <William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Please make sure they stay in close contact with
the embassy. And it sounds like they have been.

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the President & Deputy Director
White House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

O: 202-456-8491 | C: 202-881-8545 |

E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Mar 21, 2020, at 11:10 PM, Bash, Zina
<Zina.Bash@oag.texas.gov> wrote:

Thanks alot for checking in. | just asked the
General to find out hisfriends' status. Last
we heard, they did not get on the flight
yesterday, but Bill sent me the email that
went out to people registered with STEP,
and that email said that the embassy believes
aseparate LATAM flight with Americans
departed today. | doubt they wereon it or i
think they would vetold us, but I'm
confirming. Thereis so much confusion and
the uncertainty is (understandably!) causing
anxiety and panic. Really appreciate your
email. Will let you know what | hear.

On Mar 21, 2020, at 8:21 PM,
Crozer, William F. EOP/WHO
<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>
wrote:

Has this gotten sorted out?
Flights are departing.

William F. Crozer

Special Assistant to the
President & Deputy Director
White House Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs

0O: 202-456-8491 | C: 202-881-
8545 |
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E: William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov

On Mar 20, 2020,

at 7:12 PM, Crozer,

William F.

EOP/WHO
<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>
wrote:

Would make sure to
check the embassy
page — a lot of
information there. |
know they have
been working with
the airlines on
flights.

>>https://pe.usemb .gov/covid-
19-information/<<;

From: Bash, Zina
<Zina.Bash@oag.texas.gov>
Sent: Friday, March
20,2020 7:10 PM

To: Bill Killion - State
(killionw@state.gov)
<killionw@state.gov>
Subject: Re:

Students in Peru

Thanksalot,
William. Moving to
bcc. Bill, | read the
politico story afew
hours ago saying
that State is putting
charter flights
together to bring
Americans home
from Peru (and
Morocco). General
Paxton isin touch
with Texans down
there and hoping to
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get more
information on the
State flights
mentioned in that
article. Anything
you might be able
to share would be
incredibly helpful
—and reassuring.
Thank you!

On

Mar

20,

2020,
at5:18
PM,
Crozer,
William

F.
EOP/WHO
<William.F.Crozer@who.eop.gov>
wrote:

Bill —

can you
connect
with

Zina

Bash
with

the
Texas
AG’s
team?
They
have
qguestions
about
Americans
in Peru.

From:
Crozer,
William
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F.

EOP/WHO

Sent:

Thursday,

March

19,

2020

6:43

PM

To:

'Martin,

Chuck'
<Chuck.Martin@house.ga.gov>;
Gaines,

Houston
<Houston.Gaines@house.ga.gov>
Subject:

RE:

Students

in Peru

FLIGHT
INFORMATION FOR
uU.s.

CITIZENS

Avianca Airlines notified
the U.S.

Embassy

it has

created

an online

sSignup

page here
for

travelers
to
express
interest
in

flights
departing
from
Lima

and

TX-AG-20-0762-A-000022



Cusco to

destinations including

the
United
States.
Interested
parties
should
respond
immediately
through
the

link.

To
contact
major
airlines
with
flights
from
Peru to
the
United
States,
below
are

their
customer
service
telephone
numbers:

American
Airlines
800-

433-
7300
800-

633-
3711

Avianca
1-800-
285-
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2622

Delta
Airlines
1-800-
221-
1212

Latam
+51

(01) 213-
8200

United Airlines
1-800-

864-

8331

Please
continue

to

check the U.S.

Embassy

19
information

page for
updates.
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