United States Office of the General Counsel
Department of 1400 Independence Ave. SW
Agriculture Washington, DC 20250-1400

April 4, 2022

Delivered via Electronic Mail
Austin Evers

American Oversight

C/o Megan Field
fola@americanoversight.org

Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request No. 2020-OSEC-03256-F
First Interim Response

Dear Mr. Evers:

This is the first interim response to the above-referenced March 31, 2020, FOIA request
submitted to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). The Office of Information Affairs
(OIA), FOIA Division processed your request. OIA is under the purview of the Office of
General Counsel (OGC) and serves as the focal point for USDA’s FOIA program. It provides
coordination and ensures agency-wide compliance with the FOIA. Additionally, the OTA
processes requests and appeals on behalf of the Office of the Secretary (OSEC); the Under
Secretaries; USDA’s staff offices; and the Research, Education and Economics and Trade and
Foreign Agricultural Affairs mission areas. This response is being provided on behalf of OSEC,
for your request seeking:

1. Any records reflecting communications providing guidance or directives from
the White House to USDA officials, including Secretary Perdue, regarding the
relief strategy for farmers impacted by unjustified retaliation and trade
disruption.7 At a minimum, this would include all communications with the
following:

a. President Trump’s 2018 directive to “Secretary Perdue to craft a short term
relief strategy to protect agricultural producers while the
Administration works on free, fair, and reciprocal trade deals to open
more markets in the long run to help American farmers compete
globally;”8

b. the President’s authorization for “USDA to provide up to $16 billion in
programs;”9

c. any other Presidential authorizations for funding. Please provide all
responsive records from March 1, 2018, through the date of the search.

2. All records (including preparatory briefings, materials shared during the
meeting, notes take during the meeting, memoranda memorializing the
meeting, read-outs of the meeting) reflecting the content of or regarding the
following meetings:

a. April 12, 2018 “Meeting with POTUS/Members of
Congress/Governors on Agriculture and Trade -- The Cabinet Room,
White House;”10

b. June 13, 2018, 9:00 AM-10:00AM, “Trade Meeting,” with individuals
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outside of USDA, including Zippy Duvall, Chuck Conner, Chris Novak,
Randy Russell, Randy Gordon, and Dale Moore;11

c. July 18, 2018, 3:30 PM-4:00PM, meeting with Todd Bastean, President
of Bunge North America;12

d. July 25, 2018 “Meeting with POTUS & Members of Congress on
Agriculture and Trade;”13

e. July 25,2018, 5:30PM-5:45PM call with Newt Gingrich, “Topic:
Trade;’14

f. September 5, 2018, 3:345PM-4:45PM, “Trade Mitigation Update”

3. The “china retaliation documents,” “Rob 330 mitigation documents” and “Z”
listed on 3:30—4:00 PM calendar entry of Secretary Perdue’s calendar from
March 27, 2018.17

Your request is being processed under the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552.

Searches for responsive records were conducted by the OIA’s telecommunications provider, the
Client Experience Center (CEC). The CEC provides comprehensive, fee-for-service information
technology (IT) associated operations, security, and technical support services to USDA end
users. The CEC also implements and manages enterprise IT solutions for users Department-
wide. The CEC searches located two hundred and twenty-nine (229) pages of records responsive
to this first interim response to your request. They are being released to you in part, as described
below.

FOIA Exemption 5 — Pre-decisional/Deliberative and Attorney Client

FOIA Exemption 5 protects from disclosure those “inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums
or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency.” One of the frequently invoked FOIA Exemption 5 privileges is the deliberative
process privilege. To fall within FOIA’s deliberative process privilege, the records must be both
pre-decisional and deliberative; the records must precede the adoption of an agency policy and
include the opinions, recommendations, or deliberations on a legal or policy matter.

In this instance, the OIA is withholding portions of emails containing discussions about future
agency statements, briefing documents used to aid in the decision-making process, draft
statements, draft talking points, colleague, and interagency review of policy and/or
recommendations. We are also withholding discussions and briefs regarding the approval
decisions of proposals, materials for preparation of testimony, and discussions of actions being
contemplated regarding regulatory reforms. Messaging decisions are eligible for protection
under the Deliberative Process Privilege because an agency’s decision regarding how to present
its substantive policies to the public often involves the evaluation of alternative public relations
policies, policies which are audience-sensitive and must anticipate public reaction.

Disclosure of such information would have a chilling effect on the ability of agency officials to
engage in free and frank discussions regarding policy but also may cause confusion on the
agency’s actual position on the policy at issue. Specifically, release of this information would



American Oversight
FOIA Case No. 2020-OSEC-03256-F
Page 3

reveal the USDA’s deliberative and pre-decisional discussions of policies that were not adopted
in part (or in full) and/or contemplations of legal and policy matters that were not yet acted on or
not adopted.

The OIA is also withholding information under the attorney-client privilege. This privilege
protects confidential communication between an attorney and his/her client relating to a legal
matter for which the client has sought professional advice. Although this privilege
fundamentally applies to facts divulged by a client to his/her attorney, this privilege also
encompasses any opinion given by an attorney to his/her client based upon those facts, as well as
communications between attorneys that reflect client supplied information. In this instance, the
OIA is withholding email discussions between USDA employees and Departmental counsel
whereby legal advice is being sought regarding matters submitted to and pending counsel’s
review in aid of the agency’s decision-making process.

FOIA Exemption 6

Exemption 6 generally is referred to as the “personal privacy” exemption. It provides that the
disclosure requirements of the FOIA do not apply to “personnel and medical files and similar
files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy.” Application of the exemption involves balancing the public’s interest in disclosure
against individuals’ privacy interests.

The information withheld under Exemption 6 consists of mobile telephone numbers, unpublished
direct-dial phone numbers, and unpublished email addresses. This information qualifies as
“similar files” because it is information in which individuals have a privacy interest. Releasing
mobile phone numbers, and email addresses for individuals could subject the individuals to
unwarranted or unsolicited communications and would not shed additional light on governmental
operations. Because there are viable privacy interests that would be threatened by disclosure,
Exemption 6 authorizes this office to withhold the information. Accordingly, we have
determined that the public interest in the information’s release does not outweigh the overriding
privacy interests in keeping it confidential.

You may appeal this interim response by email at USDAFOIA@usda.gov. As this is an interim
response, we will notify you of your appeal rights upon completion and delivery of the pending
final response to your request.

You may seek dispute resolution services from the OIA’s FOIA Public Liaison, Ms. Melanie
Enciso. Ms. Enciso may be contacted by telephone at (202) 720-9425, or electronically at
Melanie.Enciso@usda.gov or USDAFOIA @usda.gov.

You also have the option to seek assistance from the Office of Government Information Services
(OGIS). Please visit https://www.archives.gov/ogis/mediation-program/request-assistance for
information about how to request OGIS assistance in relation to a FOIA request.

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of processing your request. In this
instance, no fees will be charged.
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Please withhold any appeals until you have received the final response to this request. If you
have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Mr. Jeff Crile at 202-720-7732 or
electronically at Jeffrey.Crile@usda.gov or at USDAFOIA@usda.gov.

The OIA-FOIA appreciates the opportunity to assist you in this matter.

Sincerely,

Alexis R. Graves
Director
Office of Information Affairs

Enclosures: (229 pages)
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From: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC
Sent: 28 May 2019 14:34:53 +0000
To: Fordyce, Richard - FSA, Washington, DC;Peterson, Steve - FSA, Washington,

DC;Sayers, Kathy - FSA, Washington, DC;Beam, Bill - FPAC-FSA, Washington, DC;Karmen, Brad - OSEC,
Washington, DC;Matthews, David - FSA, Washington, DC

Cc: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC;Aguero, Michael - OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: MFP2 Meeting Requests

Attachments: Trade Support Press Release 5.23.19.pdf

Folks: Attachment withheld in full under (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (2 pp.)

If you get requests for meetings regarding MFP2, please forward them to Lillie Brady in the USDA office
of intergovernmental relations.

All USDA
stakeholder outreach and meeting requests will be coordinated and scheduled through USDA's
Intergovernmental Affairs Shop through Lille Brady lillie.bredy@usda.gov

Jamie

lamie Clover Adams

Chief of Staff, Under Secretary bill Northey

USDA Farm Production and Conservation Mission Area
—

— o .
— Linited States Department af Agriculture
Office: (202) 692-5272

Cell:
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From: Bailey, Jodv - FPAC-BC, VWashington, DC

To: Norman, Jackie - OBPA, Washingten, DC; Tate, Traci - OGC, Washington, DC; Sindall, David - OSEC; Aguero,
Michael - OSEC, Washington, DC

Cci Ledbetter, Deirdre - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC; Hawkins, Catherine - FPAC-BC, Washinaton, DC; Fisher, Andrew

Subject: FW: 2019-05-16-125610 Thune/Rounds/Johnson MFP RUSH letter

Date: Friday, June 7, 2019 12:30:58 PM

Good Afternoon. The above referenced letter has been forwarded to your office for clearance via
ABE. Please note, per the FPAC Chief of Staff, this letter is a RUSH. Please review and clear ASAP.

Thanks much!

From: Kingsberry, Tina - OES, Washington, DC

Sent: Friday, June 7, 2019 12:13 PM

To: Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washingten, DC <jody.bailey@usda.gov>

Cc: Ledbetter, Deirdre - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <deirdre.ledbetler@usda.gov>
Subject: RE; 2019-05-16-125610 Thune/Rounds/lohnson MFP RUSH letter

Good Marning, All:

Thanks,
Tina

Mas. Tina L. Kingsberry
Correspondence Account Manager
(Oifice of the Executive Seeretariat
E-mail: Tina Kingsherrviaosec.usda gov
Mamn Line: (202) 720-7 1 (30}

Direct
Cffice Hours: 9:30 a.m, —6:00 p.m,

Telework: Tuesday

PLEASE RATE MY CUSTOMER SERVICE: HERE

From: Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: Friday, June 07, 2019 7:34 AM

To: Kingsberry, Tina - OES, Washington, DC <tina.kingsberrv@usda.goy>

Cc: Ledbetter, Deirdre - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <deirdre ledbetter@usda.cov>

Subject: RE: 2019-05-16-125610 Thune/Rounds/lohnson MFP RUSH letter
Importance: High

000004
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Thanks

From: Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2019 2:00 PM

To: Kingsberry, Tina - OES, Washington, DC <tina kingsberry@usda.gov>
Subject: RE:; 2019-05-16-125610 Thune/Rounds/Johnson MFP RUSH letter

Thanks lady!

From: Kingsberry, Tina - OES, Washington, DC

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2019 1:56 PM

To: Gerald, Lauren - OES, Washington, DC <lauren.gerald@usda.gov>; Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC,
Washington, DC <jodyv.bailey@iisda.gov>

Cc: Ledbetter, Dejrdre - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <deirdre.ledbetter@usda.govs; Hawkins,
Catherine - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <catherine hawkins@usda.goy>; Sparks, Gwen - FPAC-BC,
Washington, DC <gwen.sparks@ usda.gov>; Koss, Joe - OES, Washington, DC <joe koss@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: 2019-05-16-125610 Thune/Rounds/lohnson MFP RUSH letter

All =

Please let me know, if any additional assistance is required.
Thanks,

Tina

Ms. Tina L. Kingsberry
Correspondence Account Manager
Office of the Executive Secretariat

E-mail:
Main Li
Direct:
Office Hours: 9::
Telework: Tuesday

PLEASE RATE MY CUSTOMER SERVICE: HERE

d.m. — 6:00 pan

From: Gerald, Lauren - OES, Washington, DC

Sent: Thursday, June 06, 2019 1:48 PM

To: Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <jody.bailey@ usda.gov>

Cc: Kingsberry, Tina - OES, Washington, DC <tina.kingsbherrv@usda.zov>; Ledbetter, Deirdgre - FPAC-
BC, Washington, DC <deirdre. ledbetter@usda.gov>; Hawkins, Catherine - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC
<catherine hawkins@usda gov>; Sparks, Gwen - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

<gwen.sparks@usda. gov>; Koss, Joe - OES, Washington, DC <joe.koss@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: 2019-05-16-125610 Thune/Rounds/lohnson MFP RUSH letter

000005
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From: Butschky, Dena - F5A, Washington, DC

To: Ledbetter, Deirdre - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC; Balley, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washington, OC; Savers, Kathy - FSA,
Washington, DC; Hawkins, Catherine - FPAC-BC, Washington, D

Subject: RE: Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC shared the folder "2019-05-21-292244" with you.

Date: Friday, June 7, 2019 7:28:43 AM

Attachments: imaae001.ona
image002.png

imaaef03.pna

Dena M. Butschky

Executive Assistant to the Administrator
Office of the Administrator, FSA

1400 Independence Averue, SW

Stop 0501 Room 3086-5

Washingtan, DC 20250

=1Emall: Dena B;gt5gﬂgy@usda,ggy
wnirec | INGG——_. o 2027209105

“DO RIGHT AND FEED EVERYONE"

From: Ledbetter, Deirdre - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2019 4:27 PM

To: Butschky, Dena - FSA, Washington, DC <dena.butschky@usda.gov>; Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC,
Washington, DC <jody.bailey@usda.gov>; Sayers, Kathy - FSA, Washington, DC
<kathy.sayers@usda.gov>; Hawkins, Catherine - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC
<calheripe.hawkins@usda.gov=>

Subject: RE: Bailey, lody - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC shared the folder "2019-05-21-292244" with
you.

Dena, please report who in AQ cleared. We have to include names now...

Dee

From: Butschky, Dena - FSA, Washington, DC

Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 1:33 PM

To: Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <jody.bailey@usda.gov>; Sayers, Kathy - FSA,
Washington, DC <kathy.sayers@usda.gov>; Ledbetter, Deirdre - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC
<deirdre ledbetter@usda.gov>; Hawkins, Catherine - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

P - ns@

Subject: RE: Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC shared the folder "2019-05-21-292244" with
youl,

Dena M., Butschky
Executive Assistant to the Administrator
Office of The Adminisirotor, FSA

ooooor
USDA-20-0743-A-000007
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1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Staop 0501 Room 3086-5
Washingtan, DC 20250

[1Emall: Dena.Butschky@usda.gov
et | - 207 7209105

“DO RIGHT AND FEED EVERYONE"

From: Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <no-reply@sharepointonline.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2019 12:12 PM

To: Butschky, Dena - FSA, Washington, DC <dena.butschky@usda gov>; Sayers, Kathy - FSA,
Washington, DC <kathy.savers@usda.gov>; Ledbetter, Deirdre - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC
<deirdre ledbetter@ usda.gov>; Hawkins, Catherine - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

<catherine hawkins@usda.gov>

Cc: Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <jody.bailey@usda.gov>

Subject: Bailey, Jody - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC shared the folder "2019-05-21-292244" with you.

Please review the attached draft for the Secretary’s signature. DAFP cleared on 6-4.
FPAC-BC CE cleared with minor ediis 6-4. Please let the Executive Correspondence
Team know when FSA/AQ review is completed via email. Thanks

B This link will work for aryone in USDA.

Migrosaft respects your privacy, Toleam more, please read our Brivg
Microsoft Carparanon One Microsaft Way, Redmand, Wi 88052

0oooos
USDA-20-0743-A-000008
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The Honorable John Thune

United States Senate

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Thune:

Sincerely,

Sonny Perdue
Secretary

Enclosure

000009
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Congress of the United States
Washington, DL 20510

May 16, 2019

The Honorable Sonny Perdue
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Secretary Perdue,

Although a resolution to the trade dispute with China is our top priority, we write to express our
support for equitable short-term economic relief for our agricultural producers.

Producers are aware that China has taken advantage of U.S. innovation and technology far too
long, and they are supportive of the Trump Administration’s efforts to strike a fair deal that
increases market access for American agricultural products. They prefer competitive
unrestricted access to global markets in lieu of any short-term government assistance program;
however, until that goal is achieved we support the administration’s efforts to provide
appropriate relief during this challenging agricultural economic climate.

South Dakota producers are resilient and have survived one of the harshest winters on record,
followed by devastating spring flooding and now a delayed planting season. However, operating
their farms with successive years of declining commodity prices and falling net farm income is
critically jeopardizing the sustainability of their operations. Because the 2018 Market
Facilitation Program (MFP) provided only production-based assistance, we ask you to consider
the following changes to provide a more robust equitable safety net for the next iteration of MFP,

We request that any future MFP assistance does not incentivize non-market based planting
decisions and we strongly encourage you to develop a program that fairly and equitably
addresses producers’ trade-related losses across all commodities. We were encouraged to see
Undersecretary Northey’s recent remarks encouraging farmers to “Plant for the market. Don’t
plant for trade aid.”

Additionally, we encourage you to consider allocating 2019 crop-year assistance based on a
producer’s 2018 planted and considered acreage of each eligible crop, and that each crop’s
payment yield would be calculated based on the higher of the county average yield for the county
in which the land is physically located or the producer’s Actual Production History (APH) in the
crop insurance unit in which that crop was grown in 2018. We believe the 2018 crop acreage
would be reflective of each crop’s acreage likely to be planted for the 2019 crop year and that
calculating future MFP payments based on 2018 certified acreage and the higher of county
average yield or APH would allow USDA to provide immediate assistance to producers.

000011
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Finally, when determining the MFP payment rate for individual commodities, we strongly
encourage you to account for the substantial indirect effect retaliatory tariffs are having on all
commodities and all producers. Though not all commodities have been retaliated against directly,
the overall effect on the market has occurred across the entire agricultural sector in the form of
depressed prices. Additionally, all farmers are negatively impacted by higher costs for inputs and
equipment that have been caused by the trade dispute and tariffs.

We appreciate your steadfast attention to rural America, our farmers and ranchers, and your
desire to expeditiously provide relief from trade inequities. We appreciate your prompt attention
to this matter because rural America needs economic assistance as soon as possible.

Thank you for your efforts on behalf of U.S. agriculture.

Sincerely,
John Thune M. Michael Ro Dusty Johnson
United States Senator United States Senator Member of Congress

000012
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Ross-DeFlanders, Paula - OES, Washington, DC

From: Lee, Evan - OSEC, Washingtan, DC

Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2019 10:17 AM

To: Bachmann, Peter - OSEC Washington, DC; Barbic, Ken - OSEC, Washington, DC
Cc OES-FRONT

Subject: Fwd: SD letter to the Secretary

Attachments: SD Delegation letter to Secretary Perdue 5_16_19.pdf

SD delegation letter on trade assistance.

Evan B Lee

Chief of Staff

Office of Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture

From: "Weber, John" mail.house.gov>
Date; Thursday, May 16, 2019 at 10:14:24 AM
To: "Lee, Evan - OSEC, Washington, DC" <gvan.lee@usda.gov>

! thune.senate,gov" thune.senate.gov>, "Donnelly, Ryan (Thune)"
< thune.senate.gov>, "Penfield, Logan (Rounds)" g LOV>

Subject: SD letter to the Secretary

Hi Evan — Please find the attached letter from the SD delegation regarding trade assistance. We appreciate all your hard
work on this issue.

Thanks,
John

John Weber

Senior Policy Advisor

Rgp. Dusty Johnson (SD-AL)

1508 Longworth House Office Building
Whshington, DC 20515

202-225-2801

000013
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From: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC

Sent: 19 Aug 2019 14:53:01 +0000

To: Johansson, Robert - OCE

Subject: RE: current damage methods

Attachments: DRAFT_Trade damage methodology_08172019_140pm FPAC.docx
Thanks.

Attachment withheld in full under (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (9 pp.)

lamie

From: Johansson, Robert - OCE <robert.johansson@usda.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 19, 2019 8:36 AM

To: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>
Subject: RE; current damage methods

Grt. Thx.

From: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 19, 2019 8:24 AM

To: Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC <Bill.Northey@ usda.gov>; Johansson, Robert - OCE
<robert.johansson@usda.gov>

Cc: Sydow, Sharon - OCE <sharon.sydow@usda.gov>

Subject: Re: current damage methods

_Will get them to you this moring Rob.

Jamie

Get Qutlook for 108

From: Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC <Bill.Northey@usda.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 19, 2019 8:22:25 AM

To: Johansson, Robert - OCE <robert.johansson@usda.gov>; CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington,
DC <jamie.cloveradams @usda.gov>

Cc: Sydow, Sharon - OCE <sharon.sydow@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: current damage methods

Very, very good, Rob.

Great work!
Bill

From: Johansson, Robert - OCE
Sent: Saturday, August 17, 2019 1:47 PM

0ooo14
USDA-20-0743-A-000014
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To: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@ usda.gov>; Northey, Bill - OSEC,
Washington, DC <Bill. Northey@usda gov>

Cc: Sydow, Sharon - OCE <sharon.sydow@usda.gov>

Subject: current damage methods

Hi Bill and Jamie

Thanks!
Rob

000015
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predecisional deliberative privileged

USDA
vy
Trade Damage Estimation for the 2019 Market

Facilitation Program and Food Purchase and
Distribution Program

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Chief Economist
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Trade Damage Estimation for the 2019 Market Facilitation
Program and Food Purchase and Distribution Program

Executive Summary

oooot7
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From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: 10 Jun 2015 18:18:04 +0000

To: Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC

Cc: Sadeghzadeh, Kaveh - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC;CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC,
Washington, DC

Subject: RE: MFP

Okay, Thanks.

From: Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2018 2:16 PM

To: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <David.Warner@usda.gov>

Cc: Sadeghzadeh, Kaveh - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <kaveh.sadeghzadeh @ usda.gov=; CloverAdams,
Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: MFP

. (b)) Delberative

From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent; Monday, June 10, 2019 2:15 PM

To: Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC <michawn.rich@usda.gov>

Cc: Sadeghzadeh, Kaveh - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <kaveh.sadeghzadeh@usda.gov>; CloverAdams,
Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: MFP

Michawn,

Can we come up with a mare concise statement — using the Secretary's response -

? Something like:

Dave

From: Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 12:28 PM

To: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <David. Warner@usda.gov>; CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC,
Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>

Cc: Sadeghzadeh, Kaveh - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <kaveh.sadeghzadeh@ usda.gov>

Subject: Re: MFP

Sorry, give reporters the interview with ssp if they ask ahout_ Otherwise your statement is
fine if it's @ general question.

Get Outlook for i0S

000025
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From: Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 12:26:15 PM

To: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC; CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC
Cc: Sadeghzadeh, Kaveh - FRAC-BC, Washington, DC

Subject: Re: MFP

W (0)(5) - Deliberaiive

Hih

Get Outlook for i05

From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 12:24:00 PM

To: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC; Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC
Cc: Sadeghzadeh, Kaveh - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Subject: MFP

Jamie and Michawn,

000026
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Are you okay with FPAC External Affairs responding to gueries on MFP2 with the following (attributed ta

a USDA spokesperson)?

Thanks,

Dave Warner

Director, External Affairs

Farm Production and Conservation
United States Department of Agriculture
Room 4082

1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Office: 202-720-7809

Email: David.Warner@usda.gov

oooozy
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From: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC

Sent: 23 May 2019 13:58:41 +0000

To: Matthews, David - FSA, Washington, DC

Cc: Fordyce, Richard - FSA, Washington, DC

Subject: Talking Points and Press Release

Attachments: Trade Support Press Release 5.23.19.pdf, PD OSEC Rollout Plan Farmer Support

re Trade 5.23.19 .pdf

are only for internal use.

Attachment 1: Duplicate record (2 pp.)

Jamie Attachment 2: Withheld under (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (8 pp.)

Jamie Clover Adams

Chief of Staff, Under Secretary Bill Northey

USDA Farm Production and Conservation Mission Area
p—

-
_ United States Department of Agriculture

Officgal2021 £07. 52
Cell:
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From: Matthews, David - FSA, Washington, DC
Sent: 23 May 2019 16:02:58 +0000
To: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC

Subject " (b)(5)- FPAC Deliberative
aachments: [ IRE

Is there another file that needs to be sent out?
Attachment withheld under (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (2 pp.)

~David

David W. Matthews

Office of the Administrator

Farm Service Agency

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Rm, 3078-5

Washington, DC 20250

202-430-8587 | David.W.Matthews@osec.usda.gov

From: Matthews, David - FSA, Washington, DC

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:50 AM

To: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>
Subject:

This is the message that was sent to SEDs.
~David

David W. Matthews
Office of the Administrator

Farm Service Agency

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Rm. 3078-5

Washington, DC 20250

202-430-8587 | David.W.Matthews@asec.usda.gov

From: Macdonald, April - FSA, Washington, DC

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2019 11:27 AM

To: Beavers, Dennis - FSA, Nashville, TN <dennis beavers@usda.gov>; Biggs, Scott -
FSA, Stillwater, OK <scott.biges @usda.gov>; Brown, Steven - FSA, Indianapolis, IN
<steven.brown2@usda.gov>; Bushue, Barry - FPAC-FSA, Tualatin, OR

<Barry.Bushue @usda.gov>; Calogero, Barry - FSA, Hamilton Square, NJ
<harry.calogero@usda.gov>; Carson, Robert - FSA, Jackson, MS

<robert.carson @usda.gov>; Chalmers, Sandra - FSA, Madison, WI
<sandra.chalmers@usda.gov>; Chapin, Clark - FSA, Tolland, CT
<clark.chapin@usda.gov>; Curtis, David - FSA, Little Rock, AR <david.curtis@usda.gov>;
Dahmer, Roger - FSA, Morgantown, WV <roger.dahmer@usda.gov>; Dansel, Brian -
FPAC-BC, Spokane, WA <brian.danse!@usda.gov>; Davidian, Edward - FSA, Amherst,
MA <edward.davidian@ usda.gov>; Dayley, Tom - FSA, Boise, ID
<Thomas.Dayley@usda.gov=; De Jong, Amanda - FSA, Urbandale, |1A
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<amanda.dejong@usda.gov>; Eichhorst, James - FSA, Annapolis, MD
<james.eichhorst@usda.gov>; Elgohary, Nivin - FSA, Richmond, VA

<nivin.elgohary2 @usda.gov>; Foster, Michael - FSA, Bozeman, MT
<michael.foster@usda.gov>; Frenzel, Allen - FSA, Honolulu,HI
<allen.frenzel @usda gov>; Graff, William - FSA, Springfield, IL
<william.graff@usda.gov>; Groves, Gary - FSA, Harrisburg, PA
<gary.groves@usda.gov>; Hampy, Brent - FSA, Columbia, MO
<Brent.Hampy@usda.gov>; Holmes, Jeffrey - FSA, Concord, NH

<jeffrey.holmesZ2 @usda.gov>; Hubert, Leonard - FSA, Columbus, OH
<leonard.hubert@usda.gov>; Johner, Nancy - FSA, Lincoln, NE
<nancy.johner@usda.gov>; Johnson, Joel C. - FSA, East Lansing, Ml
<joel.c.iohnson@usda.gov>; Keeler, Chris - FSA, Hollister, CA <chris.keeler@usda.govs;
Kolvet, Janice - FSA, Washington, DC <janice.kolvet@usda.gov>; Lacefield, Brian - FSA,
Lexington, KY <brian.lacefield @usda.gov>; Lavway, David - FSA - Bangor, ME
<david.lavway@usda.gov>; Mago, James - FSA, Phoenix, AZ <james.mago@usda. gov>;
Martin, Joe - FSA, St Paul, MN <joe.martin@usda.gov>; Mcbride, Len - FSA, Raleigh, NC
<len.mchride @usda.gov>; McCain, Craig - FSA, Alexandria, LA
<craig.mccain@usda.gov>; McCorkle, Sherry - FSA, Gainesville, FL
<Sherry.McCorkle@usda.gov>; McCurdy, David - FSA, Montgomery, AL
<david.mceurdy@usda.govs; McKeon, Sean - FSA, Dover, DE
<sean.mckeon@usda.gov>; Navarro, Clarice - FSA, Denver, CO
<clarice.navarro@usda.gov>; Peeler, Boone - FSA, Columbia, SC
<boone.peeler@usda.gov>; Perez, Wanda - FSA, San Juan, PR
<wanda.perez@usda.gov>; Putman, Clark - FSA, Syracuse, NY
<clark.putman@usda.gov>; Richeson, Bruce - FSA, Salt Lake City, UT
<bruce.richeson@usda.gov>; Rybicki, Daniel - FSA, Reno, NV
<daniel.rybicki@usda.gov>; Schemm, David - FSA, Manhattan, KS
<david.schemm@®usda.gov>; Scoresby, Bryan - FSA, Palmer, AK
<bryan.scoresby@usda.gov>; Shubeck, Paul - FSA, Huron, SD
<paul.shubeck@usda.gov>; Six, Gary - FSA, College Station, TX <gary.six@usda.gov>;
Smith, Tas - FSA, Athens, GA <tas.smith@usda.gov>; Sullivan, Michael - FPAC-F5A,
Warwick, Rl <michaelm.sullivan@usda.gov>; Thykeson, Brad - FSA, Fargo, ND
<brad.thykeson@usda.gov>; Van Mark, Lois - FSA, Casper, WY
<lois.vanmark@usda.gov>; White, Michael - FSA, Albuquerque, NM
<michael.white4@usda.gov>; Wilton, Wendy - FSA, Colchester, VT
<wendy.wilton@usda.gov>

Cc: Matthews, David - FSA, Washington, DC <david.w.matthews@usda.gov>; Fordyce,
Richard - FSA, Washington, DC <richard.fordyce@usda.gov>; Peterson, Steve - FSA,
Washington, DC <steve petersonZ2@usda.gov>; Browne, Peggy - FSA, Washington, DC
<pegpy.browne@usda.gov>; Treese, Linda - FSA, Washington, DC
<linda.treese@usda.gov>

A () FPACDeiberaiva
]

SEDs,

Per today’s (5/23/19 11:00 AM EDT) call, attached is the press release material.
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From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: 28 Jun 2019 13:09:59 +0000

To: Varsamis, Alec - OC, Washington, DC;Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC
Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC

Subject: RE: Trade Qutreach

Attachments: TradeOp-Ed06-19.docx

Here's the trade op-ed. Not sure who else needs/wants to see it.
I'm still tinkering with it, but see if it's headed in the right direction.

Thanks.

From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 12:55 PM

To: Varsamis, Alec - 0C 20174, Washington, DC <alec.varsamis @ usda.gov>; Fisher, Andrew D -
Washington, DC <andrewd.fisher@usda.gov>

Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Trade Outreach

Alex,

V

| should have something for everyone to shoot at later today.
Thanks,
Dave

From: Varsamis, Alec - OC 20174, Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, June 25,2019 4:22 PM

To: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC <andrewd.fisher@usda.gov>; Warner, David - FPAC-BC,
Washington, DC <David.Warner@usda.gov>

Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Trade Outreach

| will send those over once we have them.
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Here are the most recent talking points we have on China, USMCA, and support for farmers. -

SN ot e know if you need anything else

from me,
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Alec Varsamis

From: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 4:05 PM

To: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <David. Warner@usda.gov>

Cc: Varsamis, Alec- OC 20174, Washington, DC zalecvarsamis@usda.govs; CloverAdams, Jamie -
QOSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda. gov>

Subject: RE: Trade Outreach

Hey Dave,

| believe Alec will be supplying the talking points once they are complete.

Andrew

From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 4:00 PM

To: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC <andrewd fisher@usda.gov>

Cc: Varsamis, Alec- OC 20174, Washingtan, DC <alec varsamis@usda gov>; CloverAdams, lamie -
OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda gov>

Subject: RE: Trade Outreach

So a joint FPAC-AMS op-ed? (AMS for its part of the MFP?) And do you want it to_

From: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, June 25,2019 12:17 PM

To: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <David.Warner@usda.gov>

Cc: Varsamis, Alec- OC 20174, Washington, DC <alec.varsamis@usda.gov>; CloverAdams, Jamie -
OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>

Subject: Trade Outreach
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Dave,

I've coiied Alec on this email who be serving as the point person from OC to help us stay coordinated

Let me know if you have any questions or how | can be of assistance.

Best,

Andrew Fisher

Confidential Assistant

Office of the Under Secretary for FPAC
United States Department of Agriculture
Office: 202-692-5298

Cell:
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On Trade, President Trump Fighting For America’s Farmers

By Under Secretary Bill Northey
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A fourth-generation farmer from lowa, Bill Northey is Under Secretary for USDA's Farm

Production and Conservation mission areaq.
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From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: 28 Jun 2015 19:28:12 +0000

To: Varsamis, Alec - OC, Washington, DC;Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC
Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC

Subject: RE: Trade Qutreach

Alec,

One edit the Under Secretary had:

Thanks,
Dave

From: Varsamis, Alec - OC, Washington, DC
Sent: Friday, June 28, 2019 3:26 PM
To: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <David.Warner@usda.gov>; Fisher, Andrew D -

Washington, DC <andrewd.fisher@usda.gov>
Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Trade Outreach
Thanks for this — | will take a look and send edits.
Alec Varsamis

From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: Friday, June 28, 2019 9:10 AM

To: Varsamis, Alec - OC, Washington, DC <alec.varsamis@usda.gov>; Fisher, Andrew D - Washington,
DC <andrewd.fisher@usda.gov>

Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie cloveradams@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Trade Qutreach

Here's the trade op-ed. Not sure who else needs/wants to see it.

I'm still tinkering with it, but see if it's headed in the right direction.

Thanks.

From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2019 12:55 PM

To: Varsamis, Alec - 0C 20174, Washington, DC <alec.varsamis@usda.gov>; Fisher, Andrew D -
Washington, DC <andrewd.fisher@usda.gov>

Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@ usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Trade Qutreach
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Alex,

| should have something for everyone to shoot at later today.
Thanks,
Dave

From: Varsamis, Alec - 0C 20174, Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 4:22 PM

To: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC <andrewd.fisher@usda.gov>; Warner, David - FPAC-BC,
Washington, DC <David. Warner@usda.gov>

Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams @usda.gov>
Subject: RE: Trade Qutreach

| will send those over once we have them.

Here are the most recent talkin

oints we have on China, USMCA, and support for farmers.
Let me know if you need anything else

from me.
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Alec Varsamis

From: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2019 4:05 PM

To: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <David. Warner@usda.gov>

Cc: Varsamis, Alec- OC 20174, Washington, DC <alec.varsamis@usda.gov>; CloverAdams, Jamie -
OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Trade Outreach
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Hey Dave,

| believe Alec will be supplying the talking points once they are complete.

Andrew

From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2018 4:00 PM

To: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC <andrewd . fisher@usda.gov>

Cc; Varsamis, Alec- OC 20174, Washington, DC <alec varsamis @ usda.gov>; CloverAdams, Jamie -
OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cleveradams@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Trade Outreach

So a joint FPAC-AMS op-ed? (AMS for its part of the MFP?) And do you want it to [

From: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, June 25,2019 12:17 PM

To: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <David.Warner@usda.gov>

Cc: Varsamis, Alec- OC 20174, Washington, DC <alec.varsamis@usda.gov>; CloverAdams, Jamie -
OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>

Subject: Trade Outreach

Dave,
I've copied Alec on this email who be serving as the point person from OC to help us stay coordinated
with aur messaging.

Let me know if you have any questions or how | can be of assistance.

Best,

000060
USDA-20-0743-A-000060



Andrew Fisher

Confidential Assistant

Office of the Under Secretary for FPAC
United States Department of Agriculture

Offige- 20060932
Cell

2020-0SEC-03256-F

000061
USDA-20-0743-A-000061



2020-0SEC-03256-F

From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washingtan, DC

Sent: 22 Jul 2019 12:48:47 +0000

To: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC

Subject: Soybean Meeting

Attachments: NortheyBriefer_SoybeanAssaciations07-24-19.docx
Andrew,

Attached are talking points for the Under Secretary's meeting(s) with the lowa and Missouri Soybean
Associations. | took out the_ although there’s still background on the agreement just in
case he is asked a question.

The first three pages are the talking points; the rest is detailed background information.

Dave Warner

Director, External Affairs

Farm Production and Conservation
United States Department of Agriculture
Room 4082

1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Office: 202-720-7809

Email: David. Warner@usda.gov
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Briefing Paper for Under Secretary Bill Northey

Event(s): lowa and Missour1 Soybean Associations
Date: Wednesday, July 24

Topics
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Talking Points for Under Secretary Bill Northey
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From: Bachmann, Peter - OCR, Washington, DC

Sent: 14 Aug 2018 21:12:58 +0000

To: Ruddy, Jack

Cc: Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC;Christensen, Nick;Tvrdy, Joe
Subject: Re: Missouri Republican Delegation Letter on Trade Assistance Package

Thanks, Jack. I’'ve shared mternally and we will get this i the system for a response, appreciate
your bosses reaching out!

On Aug 14, 2018, at 1:48 PM, Ruddy, Jack (ctmail. house.cov> wrote:

Peter and Andrew,

Please find the attached letter detailing the Missouri Republican Delegation’s concerns
with the proposed structure of the direct payments in the Administration’s trade
assistance package for farmers affected by foreign tariffs. We feel strongly that the state
would be severely disadvantage given the ongoing drought and that a calculation based on
histarical yields would be more equitable for our constituents.

Let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further. We stand ready to
work with USDA to ensure this package is effective in providing the relief the
Administration intended for our constituents,

Best,

Jack Ruddy

Lagislative Director

The Office of Congressman Sam Graves (MO-6)
1135 Longworth House Office Building

Phone: (202) 225-7041

Email: jack.ruddy@mail.house.gov

<MO Republican Letter to USDA on Trade Relief Package 8.14_18 pdf>
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The Honorable John Thune

United States Senate

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Thune:

Sincerely,

Sonny Perdue
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Secretary

Enclosure
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China have been slowed from reaching market by unusually strict or cumbersome entry procedures, which
affect the quality and marketability of perishable crops. These boost marketing costs and unfairly affect our
producers. USDA will use the following programs to assist farmers:

o Market Facilitation Program (MFP) for 2019, authorized under the Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCC) Charter Act and administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA), will provide $14.5 billion in
direct payments to producers.

o Producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe, dry peas, extra-long staple cotton,
flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, mustard seed, dried beans, oats, peanuts,
rapeseed, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans, sunflower seed,
temperate japonica rice, upland cotton, and wheat will receive a payment based on a single
county rate multiplied by a farm’s total plantings to those crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per
acre payments are not dependent on which of those crops are planted in 2019, and therefore will
not distort planting decisions. Moreover, total payment-eligible plantings cannot exceed total
2018 plantings.

o Dairy producers will receive a per hundredweight payment on production history and hog
producers will receive a payment based on hog and pig inventory for a later-specified time
frame.

o Tree nut producers, fresh sweet cherry producers, cranberry producers, and fresh grape producers
will receive a payment based on 2019 acres of production.

o These payments will help farmers to absorb some of the additional costs of managing disrupted
markets, to deal with surplus commodities, and to expand and develop new markets at home and
abroad.

o Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third tranches evaluated as
market conditions and trade opportunities dictate. The first tranche will begin in late July/early
August as soon as practical after Farm Service Agency crop reporting is completed by July 15th.
If conditions warrant, the second and third tranches will be made in November and early
January.

¢ Additionally, CCC Charter Act authority will be used to implement a $1.4 billion Food Purchase and
Distribution Program (FPDP) through the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) to purchase surplus
commodities affected by trade retaliation such as fruits, vegetables, some processed foods, beef, pork,
lamb, poultry, and milk for distribution by the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) to food banks, schools,
and other outlets serving low-income individuals.

» Finally, the CCC will use its Charter Act authority for $100 million to be issued through the

Agricultural Trade Promotion Program (ATP) administered by the Foreign Agriculture Service
(FAS) to assist in developing new export markets on behalf of producers.

Further details regarding eligibility and payment rates will be released at a later date.

#

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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From: vpeterson@uswheat.org

Sent: 16 Aug 2018 14:40:07 -0400

To: Hafemeistar, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC

Subject: RE: Further thought to our meeting with Undersecretary McKinney
Attachments: Trade Damage - Losses CHina and Mexico July 2018 .pdf, Tariff One
Pager.pdf

Actually, based on the Aug WASDE (and admittedly ane change | had to make - as | had used
estimated ending stox instead of beginning stox in the loss calculation, which wasn't a fair
representation), | have just redone these. Premise is about the same -- bottom line value "loss"
reduced just slightly.

Here's the most recent version: (by the way NAWG is using these today in a one-pager to
growers - |'ll attach that as well)

Vince

Vince Peterson

President

U.S. Wheat Assaciates, Inc.
3103 10th Street, North

Arlingtan, V
Telephone;

From "Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washngton, DC" <Jason. Hafemeister1@osec.usda.gov>
Ta! Peterson Vince - FASContact <vpeterson@uswheat org>
Date 08/16/2018 02:28 PM

Siibjest RE: Further thought to our meeting with Undersecretary McKinney

| lost my hard copy of the slides you left us when you came to visit McKinney. Do you have another copy
for me?

Thanks
ih
From: vpeterson@uswheat.org <vpeterson@uswheat.org>

Sent: Thursday, August 2, 2018 1:09 PM
To: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washirgton, DC <lason.Hafemeisterl@osec.usda.gov>
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Cc: Charles Conner - FAS Contact <cbconner@uswheat.org>
Subject: Further thought to our meeting with Undersecretary McKinney

Jason, | am forwarding a very brief email exchange that | had this morning with our USW Board
Secretary-Treasurer, Darren Padet, of Oregon. Just as background, Darren is a significant wheat
producer in his own right, but since about the last week of June has literally been on the fire line
on his own land and helping out those of his neighbors trying to save crops, property, wildlife,
canyon and rangeland. Now, all while trying to harvest the portion of his own crops whichhave
been unaffected by the fires.

But | mention this to you as | think that | may have actually overlooked an important point on
crop marketing and damage/loss assessment.

In that packet of graphs that | left with you, | was trying just to point out the overall market
damage that has and will incur under the current situation, but in retrospect | think failed to draw
an important conclusionabout the start and cadence of the damage suffered by wheat producers-
- and this point will be magnified for corn and soybean producers.

On the China wheat sale loss graph (#2), our loss of sales started on March1st as buyers couldn't
take the risk of their own government's retaliatory counter-tariffs which they assumed would
come. By the time our current year new crop began on June 1, with virtually the entire wheat
harvest laying yet out ahead, we had already "lost" 800,000 MT in sales compare to last year -
from a total that reached nearly 900,000 MT in the 3rd week of July. Those losses were affecting
the market for our 2017/18 old crop and all of it's carryover.

Likewise, the Mexico wheat sale loss graph (#5), demonstrates quite clearlythat the buyers
reaction to tariff threats (NAFTA renegotiation, 20% acrossthe board duties, 25% steel, aluminum
and then autos), by switching from the US to other suppliers, actually can be tracked back to
January, 2018. In this case, by June 1 when the new crop year began, we had already lost
900,000 MT of the total 1.3 MMT calendar year loss to July.

My admittedly personal analysis and conclusion in our meeting was that, this current trade
impasse remaining for some indeterminate time, that the US wheat industry will likely lose 3
MMT of wheat sales. | mightsay that's a reasonable minimum. But of that 3 MMT loss, we
alreadysee that 1.7 MMT (China 800,000MT and Mexico 900,000MT) of that has already been
incurred during the previous crop marketing year -- essentially January through May 2018. The
rest of the expected loss is still ongoing and accumulating further losses every day that passes.

This then supports our request that both 2017/18 carry-in stocks be included in any damage
calculation -- but then | believe also argues quite strongly that the damage/loss application
deserves to made over more than just the 2018 wheat harvest. At the very minimum, both 2017
and 2018 crops should be averaged, but | would personally urge USDA to consider a broader
reference point - a 5 year average or a program yield base. NAWG may have a better sense of
which measure is fairest. Wheat production hasbeen a roller coaster in many recent years with
wildly varying local conditions and performance. Just taking a single snapshot of the in-progress
2018 crop -- when in fact it's likely that nearly 60% of the anticipated sales loss has already
occurred in the cadence of the previous crop year - seems to me like an inequitable point of
measurement.

And as many growers these days are multi-crop producers, | feel some qualification to mention
on their behalf that the corn and soybean losses to date are most definitely all attributable to their
current marketing year's crops -- not what will be harvested later this fall in 2018. Like wheat, no
doubt that their losses will continue to accrue for those crops into their 2018/19 new crop harvest.
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Thanks for the opportunity to re-explore this specific point with you,

Regards, Vince

Vince Peterson

President

U.S. Wheat Associates, Inc.
3103 10th Street, North

Arlington, \/
Telephone:

Re: Payment Link

Vincent Peterson

Darren Padget 08/02/2018 1211 PM

Yeah ... this "market loss suffered from this current year's crop production" benchmark is a
problem and we're trying to have that reconsidered in whatever formula is eventually applied. No
idea what our success chance s, but we made our case at USDA and perhaps have an
opportunity to do it again when we meet with OMB.

I'm going to go back and re-position these two graphs - as | used them at USDA just to
demonstrate market loss and damage incurred -- but | didn't emphasize the fact the market loss
on these graphs has primarily occurred in and during last years crop - we're only 2 months into
the 2019 crop. Corn and soybeans even more so as their harvests are still quite a ways off.

We'll keep working on it.
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US Wheat Export Sales to China
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From: Darren Padget

To: Vince Peterson <vpeterson@uswheat.org>
Date: 08/02/2018 11:04 AM

Subject: Payment

There will be some pissed off people whose 100 bushel wheat burned.
Bnother fire west of Dufur now.

Darren

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the
intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this message or the use or
disclosure of the mformation 1t contains may violate the law and subject the violator to
civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please
notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
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Date: March 1, 2018

Patient: US WHEAT EXPORTS, CHINA
Date of Birth: June 1, 1972; Age 46
Prognosis: On life support

Instructions: Please Resuscitate
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Mexican Wheat Purchases from USA
January through July 20th
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Estimated stock-to-use ratio of the U.S. wheat market vs. nearby CBOT wheat futurgs prices

Source graph: https://seekingalpha.com/article/4081953-forget-buy-grains
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From: Bachmann, Peter - OSEC Washingtan, DC

Sent: 19 Aug 2019 21:16:39 +0000

To: Johansson, Robert - OCE;Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC;Sydow, Sharon -
OCE

Cc: Rodgers, Meghan - OC, Washington, DC;Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington,
DC

Subject: RE: White Paper

Attachments: DRAFT_Trade damage methodology 08192019 12pm ph.docx

Rob/Sharon — Attachment withheld under (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (10 pp.)

‘ine il you think it helps the case and you want to reincorporate that.

The other thing | noticed wa [N S
_ Was this purposeful? If so, no worries, just wanted to flag.

Thanks for waiting on me!

Peter

From: Johansson, Robert - OCE <robert.johansson@usda.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 19, 2019 11:57 AM

To: Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC <michawn.rich@usda.gov>; Bachmann, Peter - OSEC
Washington, DC <peter.bachmann@usda.gov>

Subject: White Paper

Hi Michawn,

o ' Robert Johansson, Ph,D.
' Chief Economist

U.5. Department of Agriculture
112-A Jamie Whitten Bldg.
Washington, DC 20250-3810

‘ ) Office: (202) 720-4164
s Robert.johansson@usda.gov
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USDA
ILA)

Trade Damage Estimation for the 2019 Market
Facilitation Program and Food Purchase and
Distribution Program

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Chief Economist
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Trade Damage Estimation for the 2019 Market Facilitation
Program and Food Purchase and Distribution Program

Executive Summary
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From: Sydow, Sharon - OCE
Sent: 16 Aug 2019 13:06:46 +0000
To: Bachmann, Peter - OSEC Washington, DC;Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC,

Washington, DC

Subject: OCE white paper and cotton info
Attachments: DRAFT__08152019_720pm.docx

Peter/Jason: Attachment withheld under (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (14 pp.)

Rob did massive surgery on [N 25t NNt

This may be helpful in

as well, and that analysis Is not yet complete.

55S
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USDA

-—-—/-
Trade Damage Estimation for the 2019 Market

Facilitation Program and Food Purchase and
Distribution Program

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Chief Economist
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Trade Damage Estimation for the 2019 Market Facilitation
Program and Food Purchase and Distribution Program

Executive Summary
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From: Johansson, Robert - OCE

Sent: 30 Jan 2019 02:26:30 +0000

To: Sydow, Sharon - OCE

Cc: Hafemeister, Jasan - OSEC, Washington, DC

Subject: Re: Ag Trade Mitigation Language for President Report

They share pieces from time to time.

Robert Johansson, PhD
Chief Economist USDA
Whitten Bldg 112a

Washineton DC 2 -
ﬂ &

From: "Sydow, Sharon - OCE" <SSydow(@oce.usda.gov>

Date; Tuesday, January 29, 2019 at 5:31:17 PM

To: "Johansson, Robert - OCE" <RJohansson(@oce.usda.gov>

Cc: "Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC"
<Jason.Hafemeister | (@osec.usda. gov>

Subject: Fwd: Ag Trade Mitigation Language for President Report

| (b)(5) - Deliberativel

From: "Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC"
<Jason.Hafemeister 1@ osec.usda.gov>

Date: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 at 5:26:28 PM

To: "Sydow, Sharon - OCE" <SSydow(woce.usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Ag Trade Mitigation Language for President Report

Thanks. | am sure this is great. Interested in the rest of the report also.
ih

From: Sydow, Sharon - OCE

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 5:26 PM

To: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC <Jason.Hafemeisterl @osec.usda.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Ag Trade Mitigation Language for President Report

From: "Nicholson, Erin H. EOP/USTR" _@ustr,eop‘gow

Date: Tuesday, lanuary 29, 2019 at 3:20:42 PM
To: "Sydow, Sharon - OCE" <SSydow@oce.usda.govs
Cc: "Effland, Anne - OCE" <aeffland @oce.usda.gov>, "Cook, Daniel - FAS"
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<Daniel.Cook@fas.usda.gov>
Subject: Re: Ag Trade Mitigation Language for President Report

Hi Sharon,
Thank you. | will pass on your edits to the drafter.

Thanks,
Erin

On Jan 29, 2019, at 2:59 PM, Sydow, Sharon - OCE <SSydow @ oce usda.gov> wrote:

Hi Erin:

| checked around and USDA was not the author of this write-up. Here’s an edited
version; if you need redline/strikeout let me know. The tweaks are minor.

From: Nicholson, Erin H. EOP/USTR | EER > usir 2on 20>

Sent: Tuesday, lanuary 29, 2019 1:18 PM

To: Sydow, Sharon - OCE <55ydow®@ oce.usda.gov>; Effland, Anne - OCE
<aefflland@oce.usda.gov>; Cook, Daniel - FAS <Daniel.Cook@fas.usda.gov>
Subject: Ag Trade Mitigation Language for President Report

Importance: High

Anne, Dan, and Sharon,

000124
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From: Sydow, Sharon - OCE

Sent: 30Jul 2018 17:15:36 +0000

To: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: RE: CRS

s (b)(5)-Deliberative

B So it was good | could give her the right answer.

From: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC
Sent: Monday, luly 30, 2018 1:10 PM

To: Sydow, Sharon - OCE <SSydow@oce.usda.gov>
Subject: FW: CRS

From: Bachmann, Peter - OCR, Washington, DC

Sent: Monday, July 30, 2018 9:51 AM

To: Effland, Anne - OCE <aeffland@oce. usda gov>; Johansson, Robert - OCE
<RJohansson@aoce.usda.gov>; Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC
<Jason.Hafemeisterl (@ osec.usda.gov>

Subject: FW: CRS

From: Fischer, Bart_ﬁ) mail.house.gov>

Sent: Sunday, July 29, 2018 5:57 PM
To: Bachmann, Peter - OCR, Washington, DC <Peter.Bachmann@osec.usda.gov>

Subject: CRS

FYI...

Potential WTO Implications of USDA's
Proposed Response to Trade-Retaliation

July 27, 2018 (IN10940)
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payments can be excluded from the amber box ceiling under the de minimis exemption if
they are less than 5% of the total value of U.S. agricultural production (approximately $400
billion) or approximately $20 billion.

By either approach, the trade retaliation assistance payments would appear to fit within
U.S. commitments to the WTO. However, even when compliant with payment limits, any
domestic support payments are open to challenge under WTO dispute settlement rules if
another country can prove that they cause injury.
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From: Ahsan, Saquib - FAS,

Sent: 4 Sep 2019 19:25:45 +0000

To: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC

Subject: Re: Digging out of Trump’s ethanol dilemma — Trade aid behind
projected farm income bump — Ag cheers potential wins in Japan deal

Attachments: jhslide 9-3.pptx

JH,

Apologies, | just got access to my e-mail. Please see the attached slide on government
payments. Please let me know if you need anything else.
| will also look into the Brookings article you just sent.

Thanks!
Saquib

From: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC <Jason . Hafemeister1@usda.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2019 12:26 PM

To: Ahsan, Saquib - FAS, <Saquib.Ahsan(@fas.usda.gov>

Subject: FW: Digging out of Trump’s ethanol dilemma — Trade aid behind projected farm
income bump — Ag cheers potential wins in Japan deal

When you have a minute, could you figure out how to put this on a ppt slide?
Thanks
jh

From: Sydow, Sharon - OCE <sharon.sydow@usda.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2019 12:15 PM

To: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC <Jason.Hafemeisterl@usda gov>
Subject: RE: Digging out of Trump's ethanol dilemma — Trade aid behind projected farm
income bump — Ag cheers potential wins in Japan deal

https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/charts/90786/governmentpaymentsareaaug2019.png?v=7
504.4

From: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC <lason.Hafemeisterl @usda.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, September 03, 2019 12:06 PM

To: Sydow, Sharon - OCE <sharon.sydow @usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Digging out of Trump’s ethanol dilemma — Trade aid behind projected farm
income bump — Ag cheers potential wins in Japan deal

1 O— (LT
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From: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC <lason.Hafemeisterl @usda.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, September 03, 2019 11:35 AM

To: Sydow, Sharon - OCE <sharon.sydow®usda.gov>

Subject; FW: Digging out of Trump’s ethanol dilemma — Trade aid behind projected farm
income bump — Ag cheers potential wins in Japan deal

L (b)(5)-Deliberativef

The Agriculture Department expects to spend $19.5 billion in direct farm
subsidies this year, driven by iis trade aid program and disaster relief payments
to producers. USDA also predicts ag exports to China will grow slightly next year
— but they would still represent a fraction of normal sales to the massive market.

jh

From: POLITICO's Morning Agriculture <morningagriculture @ politico.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2019 10:05 AM

To: Hafemeister, Jason - OSEC, Washington, DC <Jason.Hafemeisterl @usda gov>

Subject: Digging out of Trump’s ethanol dilemma — Trade aid behind projected farm income
bump — Ag cheers patential wins in Japan deal

View in browser

000133
USDA-20-0743-A-000133



2020-OSEC-03256-F

000134
USDA-20-0743-A-000134



2020-OSEC-03256-F

000135
USDA-20-0743-A-000135



2020-OSEC-03256-F

000136
USDA-20-0743-A-000136



2020-OSEC-03256-F

000137
USDA-20-0743-A-000137



2020-OSEC-03256-F

000138
USDA-20-0743-A-000138



2020-OSEC-03256-F

000139
USDA-20-0743-A-000139



2020-OSEC-03256-F

000140
USDA-20-0743-A-000140



2020-OSEC-03256-F

000141
USDA-20-0743-A-000141



Government Farm Program Payments to Farm Producers, 2009-19F
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From: Tomckinney

Sent: 27 Nov 2019 19:25:00 -0500

To: McKinney, Ted - OSEC, Washington, DC

Subject: Re: FW: Instant Update: USDA: Nearly cne-third of 2019 farm earnings due to

subsidies, insurance

On Nov 27, 2019 at 2:51 PM, <DC McKinney> wrote:

Thoughts?

Ted

USDA: Nearly one-third of 2019 farm earnings due to subsidies,

insurance

11/27/19 2:30 PM By Philip Brasher

KEYWORDS Agriculture Department corn Economic Research Service market facilitation program
soybeans usda
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Unsubscribe lillie.brady@osec.usda.gov

Update Profile | About our service provider

Sent by feedback@oc.usda.gov

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA
solely for the intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this
message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may
violate the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If
you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender and delete the email immediately.
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From: Weeks, Audra - OSEC, Washingtan, DC
Sent: 4 Dec 2019 15:02:25 +0000

To: McKinney, Ted - OSEC, Washington, DC
Subject: Trip to Montana

Attachments: McKinney Talking Points 12.4.19 .docx

; - Attachment withheld under (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (6 pp.)
Good morning Sir —

| am a last minute addition to your trip to Montana. We are staying at different hotels, but | can meet
you in the lobby 0_(or another location of your choosing) tomorrow morning at a time that
works best for you. | will have printed copies of the briefing material Erica sent your way, and | am
waiting on MGGA to get back to me about possible media interviews before your panel. | know your
staff provides you with the latest and greatest talking points on trade, but attached are the most recent
talking points we have put together for Secretary Perdue in case you are interested in reviewing.

Please let me know if you need anything else, and | will see you tomorrow!

Audra

Audra Weeks

USDA Press Assistant
e — United States Departinent ul Agriculiure
— Offlee: (202 8900060

Cell;
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From: Weeks, Audra - OSEC, Washington, DC

Sent: 31 Oct 2019 17:20:48 +0000

To: McKinney, Ted - OSEC, Washington, DC

Subject: National FFA Convention Interview Briefs

Attachments: McKinney Agri-Pulse Brief 11.1.19.docx, McKinney RFD-TV Brief 11.1.19.docx,

Talking Points for McKinney 10.31.19.docx
Aftachment 1: Non-Responsive Record (2 pp.)

Hello Sir — Aftachment 2: Non-Responsive Record (2 pp.)

Attachment 3: Withheld nnder (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (5 pp.)
Attached are two interview briefs for tomorrow and updated talking points Secretary Perdue recently
used. I will see you tomorrow morning bright and early in the hotel lobby. Please let me know if you
need anything else.

Audra

Audra Weeks

Press Assistant

United States Departinent of Agrweulture
Offlee: [202) 690-006)

Cell:

USDA
|
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From; Bachmann, Peter - OSEC Washingtan, DC
Sent: 22 May 2019 02:11:58 +0000 Stephen Censky
To: CLS1, SLC1 - OSEC, Washington, DC;Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington,

DC;Johansson, Robert - OCE;Tkacz, Kailee - OSEC, Washington, DC;Shuford, Campbell - OSEC,
Washington, DC;CloverAdams, Jamie - DSEC, Washington, DC;LINDEN, RALPH - OGC, Washington

D.C.;Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC

Cc: Radgers, Meghan - OC, Washington, DC;Varsamis, Alec - OC 20174, Washington,
DC;Weeks, Audra - OSEC, Washington, DC Attachment withheld under (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (2 pp.)
Subject: RE: Mitigation release for review

Attachments: Mitigation 2 Release sic comments pb.docx

From: CLS1, SLC1 - OSEC, Washington, DC
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 5:16 PM
To: Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC <michawn,rich@usda.gov>; Johansson, Robert- OCE
<robert.johansson@usda.gov>; Tkacz, Kailee - OSEC, Washington, DC <kailee.tkacz@usda.gov>;
Bachmann, Peter - OSEC Washington, DC <peter.bachmann@usda.gov>; Shuford, Campbell - OSEC,
Washington, DC <campbell.shuford@usda.gov>; CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC

<jamie cloveradams@usda.gov>; LINDEN, RALPH - OGC, Washington D.C, <ralph.linden@usda.gov>;
Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC <Bill.Northey@usda.gov>

Cc: Rodgers, Meghan - OC, Washington, DC <meghan.rodgers@usda.gov>; Varsamis, Alec - OC 20174,
Washington, DC <alec.varsamis@ usda.gov>; Weeks, Audra - OSEC, Washington, DC
<Audra.Weeks@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Mitigation release for review

Stephen Censky

Michawn,

Good job! I'm sending my comments/questions

My questions are a bit more complicated. With regard to

el

L (0)(5)- Deliberativey

Thanks and best regards,

Steve

Stephen L. Censky
Deputy Secretary
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U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office

From: Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 4:08 PM

To: Johansson, Robert - OCE <robert.johanssen@usda.gov>; Hafemeister, lason - OSEC, Washington,
DC <Jason.Hafemeisterl @usda gov>; Barbic, Ken - OSEC, Washington, DC <Ken.Barbic@usda.gov>;
Tkacz, Kailee - OSEC, Washington, DC <kailee.tkacz@usda.gov>; Bachmann, Peter - OSEC Washington,
DC <peter hachmann@usda sov>; Shuford, Campbell - OSEC, Washingtan, DC

<campbell.shuford @usda.gov>; Sydow, Sharon - OCE <sharon.sydow@usda.gov>; Hoskins, Dudley -
OSEC, Washington, DC <dudley.hoskins @usda.gov>; Walker, Lorren - OSEC, Washington, DC

<Lorren. Walker@usda.gov>; Willbrand, Zhulieta - OSEC, Washingtan, DC
<zhulieta.z.willbrand@usda.gov>; Lyons, Maggie - OSEC, Washington, DC <Maggie.Lyons@usda.gov>;
CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>; LINDEN, RALPH - OGC,
Washington D.C. <ralph.linden@usda.gov>; CLS1, SLC1 - OSEC, Washington, DC <SLC1@usda.gov>;
Ibach, Greg - OSEC, Washington, DC <Greg.|bach@usda.gov>; Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC
<Bill. Northey@usda.gov>; McKinney, Ted - OSEC, Washington, DC <Ted.McKinnev@usda.gov>

Cc: Rodgers, Meghan - OC, Washington, DC <meghan.rodgers@usda.gov>; Varsamis, Alec - OC 20174,
Washington, DC <alec.varsamis@usda.gov>; Weeks, Audra - OSEC, Washington, DC

<Audra.Weeks @usda.gov> Stephen Censky
Subject: Mitigation release for review

All - please see attached press release. Let me know if you have edits or additions by 7:00am tomorrow
so | can have a final copy for the trade update meeting at 9:00am.

Thanks,
Michawn

Michawn Rich
Communications Director

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office; 202.720,4623
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From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Bill —

2020-OSEC-03256-F

Bachmann, Peter - OSEC Washington, DC

23 Aug 2019 14:16:55 +0000

Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC

CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC;Fisher, Andrew D - Washington, DC
Rob J's Trade Mitigation Report

USDA Trade Methodology Report 2019.pdf

ATtachment withheld under (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (9 pp.)

| assume

you'll get asked this week or next about why they are what they are.

USDA
|

Peter Bachmann

Senior Advisor to the Secretary
Farm Production, Conservation, and Trade
United States Department of Agriculture

Office: (Z02) 260-B026
Cell:
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Changes in Retaliatory Tariffs

The gross trade damage estimate for 2019 takes into account changes in retaliatory tariffs since the
original damage estimate used for the 2018 trade mitigation programs. There have been five changes to
the retaliatory tariffs applied to U.S. agricultural products since the 2018 damages were calculated:

a) On September 24, 2018, China imposed additional tariffs ranging from 5 to 10 percent on U.S.
goods, which were applied to $3 billion of agricultural products not previously impacted by
China’s retaliatory tariffs. Given the timing of China’s action, these tariffs were not included in
the trade damage analysis for the 2018 trade mitigation programs.

b) On May 17, 2019, Mexico and Canada agreed to lift all retaliatory tariffs related to the U.S.-
imposed Section 232 steel and aluminum tariffs. These tariffs covered a broad range of
agricultural and food products, including U.S. pork and dairy.

¢) On May 21, 2019, Turkey reduced retaliatory tariffs assessed on U.S. products by half in
response to changes in U.S.-imposed Section 232 tariffs on steel and aluminum from Turkey.
Turkey’s retaliatory tariffs include some U.S. tree nuts and rice.

d) OnJune 1, 2019, China increased retaliatory tariffs assessed on the U.S. on almost $2 billion of
agricultural goods by an additional 5 to 15 percent. This new list includes many U.S. horticultural
and specialty products.

e) OnJune 16, 2019, India imposed retaliatory tariffs ranging from 2 to 25 percent on U.S. apples,
rice, almonds, chickpeas, and other commodities. India had announced retaliatory tariffs on U.S.
goods in July 2018 but delayed implementation until June 2019.

The model commodity coverage was expanded to include the broader range of U.S. agricultural products
affected by retaliation, as well as the increase in (China) or implementation of (India) retaliatory tarifts.
The model scenarios were also revised to remove the retaliatory tariffs that Canada and Mexico lifted, as
well as the reduction in Turkey’s tariffs.

Base Year Changes Account for Long-Standing Distortionary Policies and Longer-Term Impacts

For the 2018 trade mitigation programs, USDA employed 2017 trade data as the base year for projecting
trade damages. 2017 was used as the 2018 programs’ base year because it was the most recent full year
of trade data available and reflected trade levels prior to the imposition of retaliatory tariffs starting in
April 2018 for some agricultural products.”

For the 2019 trade mitigation programs, USDA employed a longer time-series to estimate gross trade
damages, by surveying trends in U.S. bilateral trade over a 10-year period (2009-2018). For some of the
commodities affected by tariffs, 2017 was not the most representative base year on which to conduct the
trade damage analysis. The 10-year period for determining a basis for the evaluating the tariff allows
estimates to account for other contributing variables, such as longstanding trade barriers imposed by

2 In April 2018, China was the first trading partner to impose retaliatory tariffs on U.S. agriculture in response to
Section 232 tariffs on aluminum and steel. Nearly all retaliatory tariffs — including those imposed by China in
response to actions under Section 301 and Section 232, as well as those imposed by the EU, Canada, Mexico, and
Turkey in response to actions under Section 232, were in place by July 2018. India was the only country that
announced but did not immediately apply retaliatory tariffs on U.S. agricultural products in 2018.
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Non-specialty crops commodity rates

Non-specialty Commodity | Units
crops Rate

Soybeans $2.05 BU
Cotton $0.26 LB
Sorghum $1.69 BU
Corn $0.14 BU
Wheat $0.41 BU
Rice $0.63 CWT
Peanuts $0.01 LB
Lentils $3.99 CWT
Peas $0.85 CWT
Alfalfa Hay $2.81 TONS
Dried Beans $8.22 CWT
Chickpeas $1.48 CWT

Example of non-specialty crop county rate calculation

2020-OSEC-03256-F

County A has planted an average of 20,000 acres of corn, 10,000 acres of soybeans, and 1,000 acres of
barley. The historical average county yield is 180 bu/acre for corn, 60 bu/acre for soybeans, and 50
bu/acre for barley. The commodity rates under the 2019 MFP for corn and soybeans are $0.14/bu and
$2.05/bu, respectively. Since there are no retaliatory tariffs on U.S. barley, the payment rate for barley is

$0.00/bu.

County A’s payment rate is calculated as follows:

Step 1: For each crop in a county, multiply fixed historical acres, fixed historical yields, and the

Step 2:
Step 3:

Step 4:

payment rate per unit for each eligible non-specialty MFP crop

* County A Corn Damage: 20,000 acres x 180 bu/acre x $0.14/bu = $504,000
= County A Soybeans Damage: 10,000 acres x 60 bu/acre x $2.05/bu = $1,230,000
* County A Barley Damage: 1,000 acres x 50 bu/acre x $0.00/bu = $0

Sum all calculated values from Step 1

= $504.000 + $1,230,000 + $0 = $1,734,000 in total non-specialty crop damage

Sum the acres across all eligible non-specialty MFP crops
= 20,000 + 10,000 + 1,000 = 31,000 acres

Calculate the county payment rate per acre by dividing the result of Step 2 by the result

of Step 3

= §1,734,000/31,000 = $56/acre non-specialty crop county payment

Acres reported to the Farm Service Agency between 2015-2018 are used to calculate the historical fixed
acres for each crop within a county. The 2015-2017 historical fixed county yield is calculated using the
following cascade:

LA LoD B

5 I Base

RMA county yield,
NASS county yield, if the RMA county yield is unavailable,

RMA T-yield, if the both the RMA county yield and NASS county yield are unavailable,
NASS state yield, if (1)-(3) are unavailable, and

NASS national yield, if (1)-(4) are unavailable.
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Briefing Paper for Under Secretary Bill Northey

Event(s): lowa and Missouri Soybean Associations
Date: Wednesday, July 24

Topics

Additional Information
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From: Bachmann, Peter - OCR, Washington, DC

Sent: 14 Aug 2018 21:12:17 +0000

To: Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC:CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington,
DC

Subject: Fwd: Missouri Republican Delegation Letter on Trade Assistance Package
Attachments: MO Republican Letter to USDA on Trade Relief Package 8.14.18.pdf,
ATT00001.htm

More FYI

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ruddy. Jack" -((J..Jlnﬂll.h{)llse. gov>

Date: August 14, 2018 at 1:48:08 PM PDT

To: ""Peter. Bachmann(@osec.usda. gov'" <Peter. Bachmann(wosec.usda.gov>,
"andrew. fisher(@osec.usda.gov'" <andrew fisherf@osec.usda.gov>

Cc: "Christensen, Nick" <Nick.Christensenf@mail.house.gov=>, "Tvrdy, Joe"
<Joe.Tvidy(@mail.house.gov=>

Subject: Missouri Republican Delegation Letter on Trade Assistance Package

Peter and Andrew,

Please find the attached letter detailing the Missouri Republican Delegation’s concerns
with the proposed structure of the direct payments in the Administration’s trade
assistance package for farmers affected by foreign tariffs. We feel strongly that the state
would be severely disadvantage given the ongoing drought and that a calculation based an
historical yields would be more equitable for our constituents.

Let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further. We stand ready to
work with USDA to ensure this package is effective in providing the relief the
Administration intended for our constituents.

Best,

Jack Ruddy

Legislative Director

The Office of Congressman Sam Graves (M0O-6)
1135 Longworth House Office Building

Phone; (202) 225-7041

Email -@mail .house . gov
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From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: 16 Jul 2019 00:30:10 +0000

To: Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC

Cc: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC;Fisher, Andrew D -
Washingten, DC

Subject: Fwd: Talking Points for NCIS Video Call

Attachments: NortheyBriefer_NCIS_7-15-19.docx

Mr. Under Secretary,
Attached are talking points for your video conference tomorrow with NCIS.

Dave

From: "Fritscher. Justin - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC" <justin.fritscher@usda.gov>
Date: Monday, July 15, 2019 at 6:16:00 PM

To: "Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC" <David. Wamer@usda.gov>

Cc: "Sadeghzadeh, Kaveh - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC"
<kaveh.sadeghzadehi@musda.gov>, "Taylor, Kathryn - RMA, Valdosta, GA"
<kathryn.taylorusda.cov>, "Carlson, Brenda - FPAC-BC, College Station, TX"
<brenda.carlson(@usda.gov>

Subject: Talking Points for NCIS Video Call

Hi Dave,

Attached are draft talking points for the Under Secretary’s video call with NCIS. Please let us
know of any questions/ comments.

A big thanks to Kathy who helped me get this together!
justin

Justin Fritscher

Acting Public Affairs Chief

Farm Production and Conservation Business Center
U.S. Department of Agriculture

0: 6116-S
d: 202.720.5776
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Briefing Paper for Under Secretary Bill Northey

Event(s): National Crop Insurance Services video conference
Date: Tuesday, July 16
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Talking Points for Under Secretary Bill Northey
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From: CloverAdams, lamie - OSEC, Washington, DC

Sent: 24 May 2019 18:15:36 +0000

To: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC;Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington,
DC:Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC

Cc: Sadeghzadeh, aveh - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Subject: RE: MFP on Farmers.gov

Michawn and | are good to go on this.
Jamie

From: Warner, David - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC

Sent: Friday, May 24, 2019 1:36 PM

To: Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC <Bill.Northey@usda.gov>; CloverAdams, lamie - OSEC,
Washington, DC <jamie.cloveradams@usda.gov>, Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC
<michawn.rich@usda.gov>

Cc: Sadeghzadeh, Kaveh - FPAC-BC, Washington, DC <kaveh.sadeghzadeh@usda.gov>

Subject: MFP on Farmers.gov

we need to || EGEEEEEEEEEEE < o is the suggested copy we will put at the top of

the page, with a link to the USDA press release. The copy for MFP1 will remain since producers have
until May 31 to certify production for the first MFP. Please let us know as soon as possible if this is okay
or if you have concerns, edits, changes, etc.

Thanks,

Dave Warner

Director, External Affairs

Farm Production and Conservation
United States Department of Agriculture
Room 4082

1400 independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Office: 202-720-7809
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From: CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC, Washington, DC

Sent: 16 Aug 2018 00:29:22 +0000

To: Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC;Bachmann, Peter - OCR, Washington, DC
Subject: RE: Missouri Republican Delegation Letter on Trade Assistance Package

Jamie

From: Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC

Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 5:25 PM

To; Bachmann, Peter - OCR, Washington, DC <Peter.Bachmann@osec.usda.gov>; CloverAdams, Jamie -
OSEC, Washington, DC <Jamie.CloverAdams@osec.usda.gov>

Subject: RE: Missouri Republican Delegation Letter on Trade Assistance Package

Thanks Peter,
I’'m sure | will hear of it in Missouri on Thursday.
| appreciate seeing the letter,

From: Bachmann, Peter - OCR, Washington, DC <Peter.Bachmann@osec.usda.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 5:12 PM

To: Northey, Bill - OSEC, Washington, DC <Bill.Northey@ osec.usda.gov>; CloverAdams, Jamie - OSEC,
Washington, DC <Jamie.CloverAdams@osec.usda.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Missouri Republican Delegation Letter on Trade Assistance Package

More FYI

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Ruddy, Jack" -@mail.house.gov>

Date: August 14, 2018 at 1:48:08 PM PDT

To: "'Peter.Bachmann@osec.usda.gov'" <Peter.Bachmann@osec
"andrew.fisher@osec.usda.gov'" <andrew.fisher@osec.usda.gov>

Cc: "Christensen, Nick" <Nick.Christensen@ mail.house.gov>, "Tvrdy, Joe"
<Joe. Tvrdy@ mail house.gov>

Subject: Missouri Republican Delegation Letter on Trade Assistance Package

Peter and Andrew,

Please find the attached letter detailing the Missouri Republican Delegation’s concerns
with the propased structure of the direct payments in the Administration’s trade
assistance package for farmers affected by foreign tariffs. We feel strongly that the state
would be severely disadvantage given the ongoing drought and that a calculation based on
historical yields would be more equitable for our constituents.
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Let us know if you have any questions or would like to discuss further, We stand ready to
work with USDA to ensure this package is effective in providing the relief the
Administration intended for our constituents.

Best,

Jack Ruddy

Legislative Director

The Office of Congressman Sam Graves (MO-6)
1135 Longworth House Office Building

Phone: (202) 225-7041
Email‘mail.houae.guv
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From: Osterlind, Anna - OSEC, Washington, DC

Sent: 5 Jun 2019 13:56:03 +0000

To: Rodgers, Marshall ). EOP/OMB

Cc: Jackson, Noah - OSEC, Washington, DC

Subject: RE: 6/11 Trade Hearing

Attachments: 06112019 DRAFT TFAA Testimony for OMB Clearance.docx

Hi Marshall, Attachment withheld under (b)(5) Deliberative exemption (5 pp.)

| will be out of the office starting today, so I've CC’'d Noah Jackson who can help coordinate any edits.
Thanks, Marshall.

Anna Osterlind

Office of Congressional Relations
U.S. Department of Agriculture
202-650-7942

From: Rodgers, Marshall J. EOP/OMB _

Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 4.07 PM

To: Osterlind, Anna - OSEC, Washington, DC <Anna.Osterlind @ usda.gov>
Cc: Jackson, Noah - OSEC, Washington, DC <Noah.lackson@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: 6/11 Trade Hearing

Thanks for the heads up. Your timeline sounds good,

From: Osterlind, Anna - OSEC, Washington, DC <Anna.Osterlind @usda.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2019 3:39 PM

To: Rodgers, Marshall J. Eop/oME |G
Cc: Jackson, Noah - OSEC, Washington, DC <Noah.lackson@usda.gov>
Subject: 6/11 Trade Hearing

Hi Marshall —

| wanted to let you know that U/S McKinney will be testifying before the House Ag Subcommittee on
Livestock and Foreign Ag on Tuesday, June 11", The hearing will be a general trade updat
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From: Walker, Lorren - OSEC, Washington, DC

Sent: 13 Dec 2019 15:47:27 +0000

To: Helming, Sarah | - APHIS;Osterlind, Anna - AMS

Cc: Crosswhite, Caleb - APHIS

Subject: RE: CLEARANCE: Secretary Perdue Applauds USDA’s 2019 Accomplishments
Thank you!

From: Helming, Sarah J - APHIS <sarah.j.helming@usda.gov>

Sent: Friday, December 13, 2019 10:45 AM

To: Walker, Lorren - OSEC, Washington, DC <Lorren.Walker @usda.gov>; Osterlind, Anna - AMS
<Anna.Osterlind @usda.gov>

Cc: Crosswhite, Caleb - APHIS <Caleb,Crosswhite @usda.gov>

Subject: RE: CLEARANCE: Secretary Perdue Applauds USDA’s 2019 Accomplishments

None from us.

From: Walker, Lorren - OSEC, Washington, DC <Lorren.Walker @usda gov>

Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2019 7:28 PM

To: Osterlind, Anna - AMS <Anna.Osterlind@usda.gov>; Helming, Sarah J - APHIS
<sarah.j.helming@usda.gov>

Cc; Crosswhite, Caleb - APHIS <Caleb,Crosswhite @usda.gov>

Subject: FW: CLEARANCE: Secretary Perdue Applauds USDA’s 2019 Accomplishments

sy
Lorren

From: Hoskins, Dudley - OSEC, Washington, DC <dudley hoskins@usda.gov>

Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2019 5:08 FM

To: Walker, Lorren - OSEC, Washington, DC <Lorren.Walker@usda gov>; Marklund, Chris - OSEC
<Chris.Marklund @usda.gov>; Crosswhite, Caleb - APHIS <Caleb.Crosswhite@usda.gov>; Osterlind,
Anna - AMS <Anna.Osterlind@usda.gov>; MacGregor, Robert — OSEC, Washington, DC
<Robert.MacGregor2 @usda.gov>; Guy, Chandler - OSEC, Washington, DC <Chandler.Guy@usda.gov>
Subject: Fwd: CLEARANCE: Secretary Perdue Applauds USDA’s 2019 Accomplishments

FYSA.

_________(b)(5) - Deliberativey

Get Qutlook for 10S

From: Rich, Michawn - OC, Washington, DC <michawn.rich@usda.gov>

Sent: Thursday, Decembker 12, 2019 4:58:56 PM
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<MaryDee Beal@usda.gov>; Hoskins, Dudley - OSEC, Washington, DC <dudley.hoskins@usda.gov>;

Shuford, Campbell - OSEC, Washington, DC <campbell.shuford@usda.zov>; Boswell, Kristi - OSEC,

Washington, DC <kristi.hoswell@ usda.gov>; Tkacz, Kailee - OSEC, Washington, DC

<kallee.tkacz@usda.gov>; Gardner, Maureen - OSEC, Washington, DC <Maureen.Gardner@usda.gov>;

Adcock, Rebeckah - OSEC, Washington, DC <Rebeckah.Adcock@usda.gov>

Subject: FW: CLEARANCE: Secretary Perdue Applauds USDA’s 2019 Accomplishments

All — please make sure to read through this. If you disagree _

Thanks,

Michawn

From: Gifford, Sally - OC, Washington, DC <sally.gifford @usda.gov>

Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2018 4:36 FM

Cc; OC-PUBLIC-AFFAIRS-DIRECTORS <OC-PUBLIC-AFFAIRS-DIRECTORS@ usda.gov>; Ohagan, Christopher

- AMS <christopher.chagan@usda.gov>: Summers, Bruce - AMS <Bruce Summers@usda.govs>

Subject: CLEARANCE: Secretary Perdue Applauds USDA’s 2019 Accomplishments

Please DO NOT reply all. Send comments to sally.gifford @usda.gov

Draft release: Secretary Perdue Applauds USDA’s 2019 Accomplishments

Originating Agency/Office: USDA Office of Communications

Type of Release: Department
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Secretary Perdue Applauds USDA's 2019 Accomplishments

000219
USDA-20-0743-A-000219




2020-OSEC-03256-F

USDA-20-0743-A-000220




2020-OSEC-03256-F

000221
USDA-20-0743-A-000221




2020-OSEC-03256-F

USDA-20-0743-A-000222




2020-OSEC-03256-F

000223
USDA-20-0743-A-000223




2020-OSEC-03256-F

UL s

USDA-20-0743-A-000224




2020-OSEC-03256-F

000225
USDA-20-0743-A-000225




2020-OSEC-03256-F

USDA-20-0743-A-000226




2020-OSEC-03256-F

000227
USDA-20-0743-A-000227




2020-OSEC-03256-F

000228
USDA-20-0743-A-000228




2020-OSEC-03256-F

000229
USDA-20-0743-A-000229



	2020-OSEC-03256-F  Signed 1st interim Letter
	2020-OSEC-03256-F - records.INT1st_Redacted



