
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Office of the Secretary 

Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Case No. 2020-00717-FOIA-OS 
American Oversight v. HHS, Civil No. 20-1169 

April 8, 2024 

Austin Evers 
Executive Director 
American Oversight 
Sent via email: foia@americanoversight.org 

Dear Mr. Evers: 

This letter is the thirty-fifth interim response to your March 18, 2020, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request. 

American Oversight requests that HHS produce the following records as soon as practicable, and at least 
within twenty business days: 

All email communications (including email messages, complete email chains, email attachments, calendar 
invitations) sent by the government officials specified below containing any of the following key terms: 

1. Coronavirus
2. Corona
3. Virus
4. Disease
5. Pandemic
6. Epidemic
7. Outbreak
8. containment
9. “public health emergency”
10. “COVID-19”
11. “COVID 19”
12. COVID19
13. SARS
14. “2019-nCOV”
15. POTUS
16. Test
17. Tests
18. Testing
19. EUA
20. Emergency
21. Wuhan
22. Hoax
23. Hubei
24. Princess
25. Cruise
26. Kirkland
27. Seattle
28. “New Rochelle”
29. “BioGen Conference”
30. CPAC
31. AIPAC
32. RNA



33. “Extraction kits”
34. Roche
35. Vaccine
36. Antiviral
37. Antiretroviral
38. Quarantine
39. Distancing
40. Isolation
41. N95
42. Mask
43. Respirator

Government Officials 

1. Alex Azar, Secretary
2. Brian Harrison, Chief of Staff
3. Eric Hargan, Deputy Secretary
4. Jerome Adams, Surgeon General
5. Robert Kadlec, Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response
6. John Brooks, Senior Advisor to the Secretary for Drug Pricing Reform

On February 10, 2021, you narrowed your request per the following: 

Eliminate attachments, documents regarding “Red Dawn” and obvious marketing and news bulletins 

a. Limit the date range of the following key terms as stand-alone search terms from January 15, 2020
through February 29, 2020.  [[Limit responsive records to those that also include: (Test OR Tests OR
Vaccine OR EUA OR “Emergency Use” OR Shortage OR Shortages OR Supplies OR “the WHO”
OR States OR Governor OR Governors OR PPE OR Ventilators OR Respirators OR Swabs OR DPA
OR “Defense Production Act” OR Trump OR Pence OR Jared OR Kushner OR “White House” OR
“the WH”)]]

i. Coronavirus

ii. Corona

iii. “COVID-19”

iv. “COVID 19”

v. COVID19

vi. “2019-nCOV”

vii. SARS

viii.  Epidemic

ix. Pandemic

x. Outbreak

xi. “Public Health Emergency”

b. After March 1, 2020, for the key terms listed in Column A below (the same search terms as identified
above), limit responsive records to those that also include one or more of the terms from Column B:



Column A Column B  

• Coronavirus 
• Corona 
• “COVID-19” 
• “COVID 19”  
• COVID19  
• “2019-nCOV”  
• SARS 
• Epidemic 
• Pandemic 
• Outbreak 
• “Public Health Emergency” 

• Test 
• Tests 
• Vaccine 
• Antiviral 
• Antiretroviral 
• EUA 
• “Emergency Use” 
• Shortage 
• Shortages 
• Supplies 
• “Emergency Use” 
• EUA 
•  “the WHO” 
• “ W.H.O.” 
• “World Health Organization” 
• States 
• Governor 
• Governors 
• PPE 
• Ventilators 
• Respirators 
• Swabs 
• DPA 
• “Defense Production Act” 

  
c. For the key terms that are in Column A below, limit responsive records to those that also include one 

or more of the terms from Column B, for the full time period of the search. 

Column A Column B 

• Test 
• Tests 
• “Extraction Kits” 

• CV19 
• “CV-19” 
• C19 
• “C-19” 
• Roche 
• RNA 
• Shortage 
• Shortages 
• Supplies 
• “Emergency Use” 
• “EUA” 
•  “the WHO” 
• “ W.H.O.” 
• “World Health Organization” 
• States 
• Governor 
• Governors 
• Kit 
• Kits 
• DPA 
• “Defense Production Act” 

  
d. [~500 records] For the key terms that are in Column A below, limit responsive records to those that 

also include one or more of the terms from Column B, for the full time period of the search. 

Column A Column B  



• Vaccine 
• Antiviral 
• Antiretroviral 

• CV19 
• “CV-19” 
• C19 
• “C-19” 
• “EUA” 
• “Emergency Use” 
• “DPA” 
• “Defense Production Act” 
•  “the WHO” 
• “ W.H.O.” 
• “World Health Organization” 

  
e. [~50 records] For the key term “Emergency” limit responsive records to those that also include 

“DPA” or “Defense Production Act,” for the full time period of the search. 
  

f. For the following key terms, please limit the time period as indicated: 
                                                              i.      Princess - February 1, 2020, through March 1, 2020 [[Limit responsive records to those 

that also include: Trump OR Pence OR Jared OR Kushner OR “White House” OR “the 
WH”)]] 

                                                             ii.      [~150 records] Kirkland - February 24, 2020, through March 24, 2020 
                                                           iii.      [~750 records] Seattle - February 24, 2020, through March 24, 2020 
                                                           iv.      [~200 records] “New Rochelle” - March 1, 2020, through March 31, 2020 
                                                             v.      [<50 records]“BioGen Conference” - March 1, 2020, through March 31, 2020 
                                                           vi.      [~50 records] CPAC - February 21, 2020, through March 21, 2020 
                                                         vii.      [<50 records] AIPAC - February 21, 2020, through March 21, 2020 

  
g. For the following key terms, please run the search without any modifiers and using the full date range 

(i.e., no changes from original search) 
                                                              i.      Wuhan [[Limit responsive records to those that also include: Trump OR Pence OR Jared 

OR Kushner OR “White House” OR “the WH”)]] 
                                                             ii.      Hoax [[no changes]] 
                                                           iii.      Hubei [[Limit responsive records to those that also include: Trump OR Pence OR Jared 

OR Kushner OR “White House” OR “the WH”)]] 
                                                           iv.      POTUS [[no changes]] 
                                                             v.      Cruise [[Limit responsive records to those that also include: Trump OR Pence OR Jared 

OR Kushner OR “White House” OR “the WH”)]] 
                                                           vi.      Quarantine [[Limit responsive records to those that also include: Trump OR Pence OR 

Jared OR Kushner OR “White House” OR “the WH”)]] 
                                                         vii.      Distancing [[Limit responsive records to those that also include: Trump OR Pence OR 

Jared OR Kushner OR “White House” OR “the WH”)]] 
                                                       viii.      Isolation 
                                                           ix.      N95 [[Limit responsive records to those that also include: (CV19 OR "CV-19" OR C19 

OR "C-19" OR Shortage OR Shortages OR Supplies OR "Emergency Use" OR "EUA" OR 
"the WHO" OR States OR Governor OR Governors OR DPA OR "Defense Production Act 
OR Trump OR Pence OR Jared OR Kushner OR “White House” OR “the WH”)]] 

                                                             x.      Mask [[Limit responsive records to those that also include: (CV19 OR "CV-19" OR C19 
OR "C-19" OR Shortage OR Shortages OR Supplies OR "Emergency Use" OR "EUA" OR 
"the WHO" OR States OR Governor OR Governors OR DPA OR "Defense Production Act 
OR Trump OR Pence OR Jared OR Kushner OR “White House” OR “the WH”)]] 

                                                           xi.      Respirator [[Limit responsive records to those that also include: (CV19 OR "CV-19" OR 
C19 OR "C-19" OR Shortage OR Shortages OR Supplies OR "Emergency Use" OR "EUA" 
OR "the WHO" OR States OR Governor OR Governors OR DPA OR "Defense Production 
Act OR Trump OR Pence OR Jared OR Kushner OR “White House” OR “the WH”)]] 

                                                         xii.      Testing [[Limit responsive records to those that also include: (CV19 OR "CV-19" OR 
C19 OR "C-19" OR Shortage OR Shortages OR Supplies OR "Emergency Use" OR "EUA" 
OR "the WHO" OR States OR Governor OR Governors OR DPA OR "Defense Production 
Act OR Trump OR Pence OR Jared OR Kushner OR “White House” OR “the WH”)]] 

                                                       xiii.      Containment 
  



h. Cut the following key terms completely: [[no changes]] 
                                                              i.      Disease 
                                                             ii.      Virus 
 

The Department processed 421 pages of potentially responsive records captured in the agency’s search 
for FOIA request 2020-00717-FOIA-OS. After a careful review of these pages, I have determined to 
release 225 pages to you in their entirety and I am further releasing in part 180 pages, with portions 
redacted, pursuant to Exemptions (b)(5) and (b)(6) of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. §552 (b)(4), (b)(5), and (b)(6)). 
Furthermore, I have determined that 16 pages should be sent for consultation to others and returned to 
this Department for final disposition.  
 
FOIA exemption (b)(5) protects inter-agency or intra-agency memoranda or letters which would not be 
available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. This exemption protects 
documents that would be covered by any privilege an agency could assert in a civil proceeding. These 
privileges include, among others, the deliberative process privilege, the attorney-client privilege, the 
attorney work-product privilege and the presidential communications privilege. I have considered the 
foreseeable harm standard when reviewing these records and applying the (b)(5) exemption. 

 
FOIA exemption (b)(6) permits a federal agency to withhold information and records about individuals in 
“personnel and medical files and similar files, the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” The definition of “similar files” has historically been broadly 
interpreted to include a wide variety of files, and the United States Supreme Court has held that Congress 
intended the term "similar files" to be interpreted broadly, rather than narrowly. I have analyzed these 
records and find they meet the threshold requirement of this exemption. Additionally, I have reviewed 
and weighed the public interest in disclosure of this information against the privacy interest in 
nondisclosure and found that the privacy interest outweighs the public’s interest in disclosure.  
 
I have found that it is reasonably foreseeable that disclosure would harm an interest protected by one or 
more of the exemptions to the FOIA’s general rule of disclosure and/or that disclosure is prohibited by 
law. 

 
We will continue to review the remaining records as efficiently and expeditiously as possible, consistent 
with our available resources. Should you have questions or concerns regarding the Department’s response 
and\or the processing of your request, any such issues should be communicated to your legal counsel and 
Department of Justice Attorney representing the Department in this matter. 

 
Sincerely yours, 
 

        
 
Alesia Y. Williams 
Director, FOIA Appeals and Litigation 
FOI/Privacy Act Division 
 

Enclosures: 405 pages 

Alesia Y. 
Williams -S

Digitally signed by Alesia Y. 
Williams -S 
Date: 2024.04.08 15:52:24 
-04'00'
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HHS-20-0564-GG-000357



HHS-20-0564-GG-000358



HHS-20-0564-GG-000359



HHS-20-0564-GG-000360



HHS-20-0564-GG-000361



HHS-20-0564-GG-000362



HHS-20-0564-GG-000363



HHS-20-0564-GG-000364



HHS-20-0564-GG-000365



HHS-20-0564-GG-000366



HHS-20-0564-GG-000367



HHS-20-0564-GG-000368



HHS-20-0564-GG-000369



HHS-20-0564-GG-000370



HHS-20-0564-GG-000371



HHS-20-0564-GG-000372



HHS-20-0564-GG-000373



HHS-20-0564-GG-000374



HHS-20-0564-GG-000375



HHS-20-0564-GG-000376



HHS-20-0564-GG-000377



HHS-20-0564-GG-000378



HHS-20-0564-GG-000379



HHS-20-0564-GG-000380



HHS-20-0564-GG-000381



HHS-20-0564-GG-000382



HHS-20-0564-GG-000383



HHS-20-0564-GG-000384



HHS-20-0564-GG-000385



HHS-20-0564-GG-000386



HHS-20-0564-GG-000387



HHS-20-0564-GG-000388



HHS-20-0564-GG-000389



HHS-20-0564-GG-000390



HHS-20-0564-GG-000391



HHS-20-0564-GG-000392



HHS-20-0564-GG-000393



HHS-20-0564-GG-000394



HHS-20-0564-GG-000395



HHS-20-0564-GG-000396



HHS-20-0564-GG-000397



HHS-20-0564-GG-000398



HHS-20-0564-GG-000399



HHS-20-0564-GG-000400



HHS-20-0564-GG-000401



HHS-20-0564-GG-000402



HHS-20-0564-GG-000403



HHS-20-0564-GG-000404



HHS-20-0564-GG-000405


	HHS-20-0564-GG Processed CLEAN
	FINAL 2(a) - 5.24 April 2024 production (1)



