
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES   
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop C5-11-06 
Baltimore, Maryland 21244-1850  

              
  
 
Office of Strategic Operations and Regulatory Affairs/Freedom of Information Group  
Refer to:  Control Number 030520207113 and PIN NKDS 
  
6/26/2023 
 
Taylor Stoneman 
American Oversight  
1030 15th Street NW, Suite B255 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
This revised interim response relates to your Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552) 
request of 3/5/2020, which you sent to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.  Your 
requests for clarification regarding our Third Interim Response are reflected in bold below 
followed by the CMS responses. 
 
 
CMS Third Interim Response – January 29, 2021 (HHS-CMS-20-0499-B) (Note, page 
numbers refer to PDF) 
 
 
Issue: (b)(5) Pages withheld in full not included in production pursuant to exemption (b)(5) 
– further information needed. 
 
Pp. 167-178, 229-236, 250, 385, 395-400, 426-443, 445-447, 461-464, 481-485. 
 
Response: 
 
“Rev6.22.23wif pgs trans third binder 1.29.21” removed Exemption 5 withheld in full redactions 
except pages 400, 438, 442, and 461-462 as deliberative process and Presidential 
Communications Privilege (“PCP”). 
 
 
Issue: (b)(5) redactions of attachment titles which may have been sent to house.gov or 
gmail addressees:  
 
Pp. 14, 16, 19, 21, 69, 72, 75, 78, 80, 82, 85, 89, 92, 94, 96, 99, 104, 106, 108, 111, 115, 120, 
123, 126, 129, 132, 134, 137, 139, 142, 145, 148, 151, 154, 180, 185, 188, 191, 194, 239, 241, 



244, 247, 250, 252, 258, 261, 264, 266, 268, 271, 284, 287, 289, 294, 322, 324, 326, 329, 334, 
337, 341, 347, 350, 353, 356, 358, 361, 364, 367, 369, 371, 374, 378*, 380*, 382*, 
384, 389, 391. 
 
Response:  
 
The redactions on attachment titles have been removed except for Pp. 78, 80, 82, 85, 89, 92, 94, 
96, 99, 104, 106, 108, 111, 115, 120, 123, 126, 129, 132, 137, 139, 142, 145, 148, 152, 154, 180, 
185, 191, 194, 239, 241, 244, 247, 250, 252, 257, 261, 271, 284, 287, 289, 294, 322, 324, 326, 
329, 334, 337, 347, 350, 353, 356, 358, 362, 364, 367, 369, 371, 378, 380, 382, 384, 389, and 
391 as deliberative process and PCP applies. 
 
 
Issue: Redacted content within calendar invitation 
 
Pp.  302 and 358. 
 
Response: 
 
Partial redactions were made on pages 302 and 358 for conference contact and passwords as well 
as links to join virtual meeting. 
 
 
 
CMS has concluded  clarification questions review after proper vetting of other 
entities’ equities.  
 

Sincerely yours,  
   

 
Hugh Gilmore  
Director 
Freedom of Information Group 

  
Enclosure  
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Appointment 
Title: 

Canceled: (Muted) Joint HHS/FEMA Interagency VTC - COVID-19

Organizer: OS Secretarys Operations Center
Attendees: 2019 nCoV Interagency; 2019 nCoV Senior Leadership; Hrdina, Chad 

(OS/ASPR/SPPR); Mackay, Thomas (OS/ASPR/EEAA); Hayes, 
Jonathan (OS/ASPR/IO); Sims, Andrew (OS/ASPR/EMMO); Ray Gorrie, 
Jennifer (HHS/OGC); DeBord, Kristin (OS/ASPR/SPPR); Niakan, Bahar 
(HHS/ASA/OHR); Duncan, Blair (OS/ASA); Shuy, Caitrin (HHS/ASFR); 
Brookes, Brady (CMS/OA); Beckman, Susan (HHS/IEA); Jernigan, Daniel 
B. (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/ID); SOC Information Management Section Chief
(OS/ASPR); Macintyre, Anthony; Shuy, Bryan (OS/ASPR/IO); Hall,
Schuyler (OS/IEA); Pratt, Michael (OS/ASPA); Brown, Kelly; 2019 nCoV
IST; WOLFE, HERBERT; Morgan, Butch (OST); Hodgson, Christopher
M. EOP/OVP; White, Jonathan (OS/ASPR/EMMO); Glenn, Robert;
Stecker, Judy (OS/IOS); Pollard, Ashton (OS/IOS); Mango, Paul
(HHS/IOS); FitzGerald, William; VanAtta, Robert; Allen, Latasha
(OS/ASPR/SIIM); Ventresca, Melissa; Petillo, Jay (OS/ASPR/MFHC);
McCauley, Veronica; Obenshain, Tucker T. EOP/OVP; Randon, Frank
CIV CEHQ NCR2 (USA); McElroy, Kristina M CIV DHA J-3 (USA);
Johnston, Tracie; Rennert, Peter; Jamoom, Eric; Nelson, Jason; DAVID
DOBB (PID); Littleton, Dewayne (OS/ASPR/ORM) (CTR); Smith,
Timothy; Richardson, Yasamie; Preusse, Paul; Overman, Rachel L CIV
USARMY DOD JPEO CBRND (US); Koren, Elizabeth; Vineyard, Michael
(OS/ASPR/IO); Casey, Michael; Gerzsenye, John A CIV DHA INFO &
REQ (USA); Brockmann, Thomas G Lt Col USAF JS DOM (USA);
Serrame, Agnetha; FEMA OPERATIONS CENTER; Clark, Jamie;
Schaefer, Margaret; Jiles, Angela (CDC/DDID/NCIRD/DBD); Cosgrove,
Sandra (OS/ASPR/EEAA); Alex.Naar@faa.gov; Harkenrider, HMarie;
Baker, Matthew (HHS/IEA); NCC; Lee, Scott (OS/ASPR/EMMO);
OHSEPR-WatchDesk (ACF); Mason, Byron (ACF); Stoneking, Daniel;
Tierney, MaryAnn; NACCHO LNO; JCC (JMD); Rowland, Franklin D Jr
CIV DHA CYBER (USA); Barnes, Joshua J.; McGowan, Robert (Kyle)
(CDC/OD/OCS); Greenshields, James; Eaton, William D; Stahlman,
James E CIV OSD OUSD POLICY (USA); Lavigne, Lawrence; Ditto,
Jessica E. EOP/WHO; Hoey, Lee D CTR (USA); Burney, Tabinda (CTR);
FEMA-NRCC-rssd; Wheeler, Young - OSHA; McGough, John (HHS/IEA);
McNeill, Kenneth; Stull, Anna C; Sachs, Gordon -FS; Zawadzki, Nicole S;
Nalepa, Jessica; Wehagen, Robby; CDC IMS JIC Lead -2; Stressman,
Stephanie M MAJ USARMY NORAD-USNC SPC STF (USA); Biskeborn,
Robert Randall (Randy) Lt Col USAF NORAD-USNC SPC STF (USA);
Maung, George; Nichols, Kate; Emergency Operations Center; FEMA-
R03-RRCC-WATCH; OpsCenter - OHS, Washington, DC; Ceglie, Victor;
Thorman, Caroline (ACF); Dickerson, Bradley; Gunnink, D S; Berntsen,
Garrett T; Lincoln, Carol (OS/ASPR/EMMO); Cavicchia, Melinda A COL
USARMY DHA PUB HLTH (USA); Grover, Josiah T LTC USARMY
NORAD-USNC J5 (USA); Canfield, Kevin; Days-Austin, Rosalynn C -
APHIS; Lamana, Joseph (OS/ASPR/EMMO); Stone, Randy W CIV DHA
GC (USA); Wulfkuhle, Gustav; Kerr, Lawrence (HHS/OS/OGA); Elson,
Stephen B; Culligan, Bradley Thomas COL USARMY TRANSCOM
TCCC (USA); LaGrave, A'Lana A (Aimee) CTR DHA HEALTH SURV
(USA); Schlieger, Brian; Serach, Michael J - APHIS; Hardy, James J;
Crawford, Sean; Crotts, Derik W CIV DHA COMM (USA); Street, Erica J
CTR DHA DHA (USA); Wagner, Jeffrey S.; Silverman, Susan M CTR
(USA); Horton-Baker, Treva; McConnell, Michelle S CAPT USPHS OSD
OUSD P-R (USA); Caldwell, Paige (OGA); Broadbent, Michael C CIV
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o ESF #6 – Mass Care, Emergency Assistance, Temp Housing, & Human Services
o ESF #11 – Agriculture
o ESF #13 – Public Safety and Security
o ESF #14 – Cross Sector, Business, and Infrastructure

 U.S. Coast Guard
 Department of Defense, Office of the Secretary of Defense
 U.S. Northern Command

DHS National Operations Center (NOC)

HHS Secretary’s Operations Center (SOC)

WH National Security Council (NSC)

Closing Comments

 FEMA / HHS

Connection Instructions

 Please mute your microphone at all times when not speaking
 Do not put your phone on hold during the conference call

 Do not dial both the Audio Bridge and the Video Bridge from the same room

Video Participants:

 FEMA: Dial 13274 from your VTC unit (or Movi/Jabber) at least 20 minutes before the conference starts to conduct
Audio/Video checks with the Video Operations Center.

 Non-FEMA: Technical staff must contact the FEMA Video Operations Center  to determine a connection
method, and to conduct an Audio/Video test at least one hour prior to the conference.

Audio Only?  Dial: 8  Muted PIN:     (Note, a speaking PIN has already been provided to those with an identified 
speaking role.  Please contact the FEMA National Watch (fema-nwc@fema.dhs.gov) for assistance.)
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Appointmen
t Title: 

Trent's Going Away Happy Hour

Organizer: Morse, Trent (HHS/IOS)
Attendees: OS - Political Staff; Clerkley, Maceo (OS/ASA/OCIO/ITIO); Fallahkhair, 

Michael (OS/IOS); Burley, Michael N. EOP/WHO; Cooper, Grant A. 
EOP/WHO; Redle, Alexander J. EOP/WHO; Trent Morse; Brookes, Brady 
(CMS/OA); Leonardo, Samantha-Ashley (ACF); Tignor, Beth (HHS/IOS); 
Hayes, Jonathan (ACF); Fetalvo, Ninio (CMS/OC); McGough, John 
(HHS/IEA); Morse, Sara (HHS/ASL); Brennan, Patrick (OS/ASPA); 
Uehlecke, Nick (HHS/IOS); Fulmer, Brendan (HHS/IOS); Puesan, Cesar 
(HHS/OS/IOS); Pratt, Michael (OS/ASPA); Stecker, Judy (OS/IOS); Cox, 
Jordan (HHS/ASL); Mango, Paul (HHS/IOS); Pollard, Ashton (OS/IOS); 
Corry, Thomas (CMS/OA); Kahrs, Jeff (HHS/IEA); Anger, Amanda (ACF); 
Rowell, Scott (OS/ASA); Noronha, Maya (HHS/OCR); Olson, Carolyn 
(OS/IOS); Steele, Danielle (HHS/IOS); Darling, Elizabeth (ACF); Foley, 
Diane (HHS/OASH); Johnston, Darcie (HHS/IEA); Apple, Matthew 
(HHS/IOS); Stannard, Paula (HHS/IOS); Moreno, Mr. Pedro (ACF); Amin, 
Stacy; Marriott, Brian (HRSA); Wetzel, Jonathan; Rigas, Laura (HHS/IEA); 
Christianson, Thor - OSEC, Washington, DC; Levin, Tyler; Lepore, Loretta 
(CDC/OD/OCS); Shimmin, Kaitlyn; Balenger, Juanita (ACL); Pate, Randy 
(CMS/CCIIO); Bird, Catherine (OS/OGC); Sprenger, Austin (HHS/IOS); 
Brady, Will (HHS/IOS); Vitek, Traci (HHS/ASL); LeClair, Brian (HRSA); 
Ventimiglia, Eric; Lukens IV, Mel (HHS/IOS); Strom, John (HHS/OGC); 
Baker, Matthew (HHS/IEA); Reilly, Erin (OS/IEA); Coquis, Roberto 
(SAMHSA/OAS); Graham, John (HHS/IEA); lori_mashburn@ios.doi.gov; 
Moughalian, Jen (HHS/ASFR); Womack, Kimberley (ACF); Twomey, John 
K. (HHS/ASL); Callahan, Kenneth (HHS/IOS); Richardson, Juliana
(HHS/OS/OGA); Thorman, Caroline (ACF); Beck, Gary (OS/IEA); Smith,
Brad (CMS/OA); Royce, Shannon (OS/Partnership Center); Murphy, Ryan
(OS/ASPA); Pence, Laura (HHS/ASL); Hecht, Jonah (HHS/OGC); Arbes,
Sarah (HHS/ASL); Sanderson, Tyler (HHS/OGC); Charrow, Robert
(HHS/OGC); White, Caroline (HHS/OGC); Paden, Maris (HHS/ASL);
Armstrong, Rebekah (HHS/ASL); Shuy, Caitrin (HHS/ASFR); Blakeman,
Scott (OS/ASPA); Robertson, Lance (ACL); Bradway, Courtney
(HHS/ASL); Wainwright, Jacob (HHS/OASH/IO); Hittle, Taylor
(HHS/ASFR); Khanna, Gopal (AHRQ/IOD); Hocker, Julie (ACL); Agnew,
Ann (HHS/IOS); McKeogh, Katherine (OS/ASPA); Jenny, Brenna
(HHS/OGC); Trueman, Laura (HHS/IEA); Owens, Arne (HHS/ASPE);
Kiley, Matthew (HHS/ASPE); Parker, Jim (HHS/IOS); Lekan, Scott (ACF);
Sharpless, Norman (NIH/NCI) [E]; Rucker, Donald (OS/ONC); Korbey,
Mike; Brooks, Adam (CMS/OL); Cotter, Janice (HHS/IOS); Redfield,
Robert R. (CDC/OD); Kenney, Benjamin (CMS/OA); Heck, Mia
(HHS/OASH); dleo@usaid.gov; Beattie, Allison (HHS/OGC); Brooks, John
(CMS/OA); Hovland, Jean (ACF)

Location: Old Ebbitt Grill 675 15th St NW, Washington, DC 20005
Start Time: 3/5/2020 11:00:00 PM +0000
End Time: 3/6/2020 1:00:00 AM +0000
Reminder 
Time: 

3/5/2020 10:30:00 PM +0000

Reminder 
Set: 

true

Duration: 2 hours
Is 
Recurring: 

false

3rdpg235

HHS-CMS-20-0499-O-000094



Reccurrance 
Pattern: 
Response 
Status: 

3

Busy Status: Busy
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Kellyanne Conway   

Eric Ueland

Larry Kudlow

Russ Vought

Marc Short

Tomas Philipson

Pat Cipollone

Derek Lyons

Thank you,

DCOS/P 
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Thank you,

Natalie Hurst

Operations Coordinator, White House Coronavirus Task Force

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff

The Office of the Vice President

(202) 881-9981
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Appointmen
t Title: 

ESRD Treatment Choices Model Discussion

Organizer: Grogan, Joseph J. EOP/WHO
Attendees: 
Location: EEOB 180
Start Time: 2/27/2020 11:00:00 PM +0000
End Time: 2/27/2020 11:30:00 PM +0000
Reminder 
Time: 

N/A

Reminder 
Set: 

false

Duration: 30 minutes
Is 
Recurring: 

false

Reccurrance 
Type: 

Not

Reccurrance 
Pattern: 
Response 
Status: 

5

Busy Status: Busy

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Grogan, Joseph J. EOP/WHO <  
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2020 9:28 AM
To: Grogan, Joseph J. EOP/WHO; Good-Cohn, Meredith (CMS/OA); Brookes, Brady 
(CMS/OA); DeputySecretary (OS/IOS); Callahan, Kenneth (HHS/IOS); Smith, Brad 
(CMS/OA); Uehlecke, Nick (HHS/IOS); CMS Administrator; Williams, James H. EOP/WHO; 
D'Angelo, Gregory B. ; Bonner, Maria K. EOP/WHO; Merkel, Theo W. EOP/WHO; 
Campana, Alexandra D. EOP/WHO; DeValliere, Ian C. EOP/WHO
Subject: ESRD Treatment Choices Model Discussion
When: Thursday, February 27, 2020 3:30 PM-4:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & 
Canada).
Where: EEOB 180

Joe/DPC would like to call a meeting to discuss ESRD

This will be *Thursday 2/27 at 3:30* 

Here is a WAVES link for external participants: 
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You will enter the complex at 17th and State Place NW and will make your way through two 
security checkpoints to room 180 of the EEOB 

Please contact Ian DeValliere with any WAVES issues at 202-881-8007 or James Williams 
with any policy questions
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From a second SVTC Line:

· HON Tom McCaffery – Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs

· Dr. Matt Hepburn – JPEO CBRN- Joint Product Lead, Enabling Biotechnologies (Lead
Briefer-Vaccine and Therapeutics)

· Dr. Sean Biggerstaff – Acting Director for the Research & Development (R&D)
Directorate, Defense Health Agency (DHA)

· Dr. Dave Smith – Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health Affairs

· Dr. Terry Rauch – Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Readiness
Policy & Oversight)

· COL Jennifer M. Kishimori – Director CBRN MCM Policy

· Dr. Jason W. Roos –  Deputy Joint Program Executive Officer for Chemical, Biological,
Radiological and Nuclear Defense Office

ASPR Participants via SVTC

Dr. Robert Kadlec

2. Bryan Shuy/Chief of Staff
3. Dr. Gary Disbrow
4. Dr. Robert Johnson

NIH Participants via SVTC:

· Dr. Francis Collins

· Dr. Bruce Tromberg

We would like to host a joint briefing from NIH, BARDA/DOD on vaccines with the following 
attendees

1. Joe Grogan

2. Russ Vought and Greg D’Angelo

3. Stephen Miller
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4. General Kellogg

5. Dr. Birx

6. Dr. Redfield

7. Dr. Fauci

8. Admin. Verma

9. Dr. Hahn

10. Matt Pottinger and Phil Ferro
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